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nology is used in the production of the two
school newspapers, Roosevelt�s Rough Rider
and the Edison Wildcat.

In Kindergarten through grade 8, students
primarily use Macintosh computers, with PC
Windows for special applications, while at the
high school level it is reversed, with greater
emphasis on PC Windows. Dr. Foley ex-
plained that while Macintosh units are com-
monly used in schools, Windows programs
are used more in the workforce, so the dis-
trict attempts to combine the two platforms.

Westfield High School houses two com-
puter labs, one designated as �open access�
for general use by teachers and students, and
another specifically for business and math-
ematics courses. Ms. Nowak said there is also
�a smattering of other computers� in use
throughout the school, as well as several pi-
lot programs which have been developed
using technology in science, social studies
and foreign language courses.

The district has implemented specialized
programs such as ClarisWorks, an inte-
grated, district-licensed software package
featuring word processing, database and
spreadsheet capabilities; HyperStudio, a
multi-media program which combines text,
visuals and sound to communicate ideas, and
Desktop Publishing with Pagemaker. Hi�s
Eye, Westfield High School�s student-run
newspaper, is produced electronically using
Pagemaker.

Charles Soriano, a teacher of English and
journalism who serves as advisor to the ap-

proximately 25 senior high school editors of
Hi�s Eye, described the Pagemaker system
as a �tremendous� tool for producing pro-
fessional-looking publications. He added that
former students who come back to see him
say they are �very thankful� that they learned
Pagemaker skills because they are easily
transferrable to other course assignments.

Technology in the district has also come
of age with the creation of school web sites
on the Internet. Each school in the Westfield
district either already has or is developing a
web site, according to Ms. Nowak. Each
home page opens with a pen-and-ink draw-
ing, color photograph or other illustration
depicting the school and is followed by a list-
ing of calendar events and parent-teacher or-
ganizations; samples of student writing and
artwork, plus general information about pro-
grams and activities.

The web sites are updated through a part-
nership between teachers and parents, stated
Ms. Nowak, adding that she felt the origi-
nality of each site �really represents the spirit
of the school.� She strongly emphasized,
however, that students are in no way identi-
fied on the Internet, either by name or in a
photograph, and that only the grade level is
given for essays and artwork featured on the
Internet.

Ms. Nowak said that students access the
Internet under �very controlled circumstances
with very focused objectives� and explained
that they �do not surf the web.� She said one
important way in which they use this tech-

nology is to communicate with experts in vari-
ous fields, some of whom have appeared on
programs such as the Public Broadcasting
System�s �Scientific American� and the Dis-
covery Channel, and who have agreed to share
their knowledge with students.

�This whole telecommunications arena
has opened up avenues for kids that just
weren�t there before,� remarked Ms. Nowak.

She reported that Comcast will soon be
installing cable modems giving each school
in the district at least one site where teachers
will be able to download information, such
as videos highlighting natural phenomena or
the large collection of NASA (National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration) photo-
graphs available on the Internet, at �warp
speed.� Data is currently obtained through
modems connected to a telephone line.

The school libraries are expected to be
fully automated during the 1997-1998 year,
bringing the district technologically up to
speed with college and municipal libraries,
according to Ms. Nowak. The library at the
high school has already been converted to
automation, with Edison and Roosevelt
scheduled to have the same capabilities by
the time schools reopen in September. The
elementary schools will have their libraries
updated during the course of the school year.

Students will be able to call up card cata-
log information by computer, while librar-
ians will be able to process teacher and stu-
dent requests, as well as conduct general li-
brary business, with greater efficiency, ac-

cording to Ms. Nowak. �Libraries After
Dark,� a program whereby students would
be able to access card catalog information
from their home computers, is also being
considered as a possible education resource
for the future, the Technology Director said.

One of the most innovative programs on
the horizon for the Westfield school district,
Ms. Nowak confirmed, is Interactive Tele-
vision (ITV). The ITV program, which is
scheduled to be under way by the second se-
mester of the coming school year, will oc-
cupy an area on the first floor of Westfield
High School which currently houses an auto
shop course.

Union County has offered $20,000 in
funding to Kindergarten through grade 12
school districts willing to implement an ITV
program, while the Westfield Education
Fund is contributing another $10,000. The
program will be supported through other
funding sources, as well. Through ITV tech-
nology, Westfield will be able to broadcast
course offerings to three other school dis-
tricts or be one of three recipients subscrib-
ing to another host district.

Among the anticipated programs the dis-
trict hopes to share with other school dis-
tricts are advance placement and business
courses, as well as studies of non-European
foreign languages. The ITV program may
also be used for staff development programs,
according to Ms. Nowak, and by the com-
munity through Adult School programs and
state-funded educational training courses.
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