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The Power to Touch
The Future

The power of teachers to �touch the fu-
ture� is taking on new dimensions in
Westfield�s public schools, where students
in Kindergarten through senior high school
are gaining hands-on experience in the kinds
of state-of-the-art technology which will pre-
pare them for careers in the 21st century,
while offering them a world of knowledge
literally at their fingertips.

A �vision statement� outlining the
district�s technology goals through the year
2000 proposes that �all students will be able
to use the tools of educational technology ef-
fectively, holding in their hands the means
to shape their own destinies. We want an
educational system in which every student
has the opportunity to make the best use of a
technology-rich environment. Technology
should meet the instructional needs and en-
hance the effectiveness of public education.�

Dr. William J. Foley, Superintendent of
Schools, observed that youngsters today are al-
ready well-versed in the latest technology via
their home computers, and that the district is
currently working to catch up. He predicted
that the 1997-1998 school year �will be a sig-
nificant one in terms of the technology being
introduced,� and credited the community�s
support of the school budget - including
$800,000 earmarked for technology initiatives
- with helping to achieve this goal.

In Westfield, a student�s introduction to
the wonders of modern technology begins
in the �electronic sandbox,� according to dis-
trict Technology Director Darlene L. Nowak,
who explained how Kindergarteners in
Westfield�s six elementary schools become
acquainted with the basic functions of a com-
puter keyboard through a series of educa-
tional games and activities.

By Suzette Stalker

She remarked that students at this level
�learn a lot through interactive experiences,
so color, sound and visual pictures all play a
part in the kinds of things chosen for a child
this age.�

In addition to continued use of standard
Macintosh computers, students in grades 1
through 5 utilize small, laptop word proces-
sors known as Dreamwriters to hone their
writing skills. Dreamwriters, which were
first introduced into the district a year ago,
cost significantly less than traditional com-
puters and can therefore be purchased for
entire classes, according to Ms. Nowak.

She said that these units give students
more opportunity to write than they would
have in a computer lab, where students gen-
erally take turns using one or two terminals.
The Technology Director explained that
Dreamwriters play an important role in the

educational process since writing skills are
used �all across the curriculum,� including
in mathematics and science courses.

Accelerated Reader, a software program
designed to support reading initiatives in
grades 2 through 5, offers exercises which
test students� comprehension of books they
have read. Comprehension scores and stu-
dent book lists can also be saved through this
program and passed on to teachers at the next
grade level, enhancing their ability to chart
students� progress.

Technology has also been incorporated
into the curriculum at Roosevelt and Edison
Intermediate Schools, where it is presently
being introduced into science, mathematics
and geography courses . There is a computer
lab at each of the intermediate schools, plus
required and elective courses in computers
offered at each grade level. In addition, tech-

DEEPLY INVOLVED... Students at Westfield High School gain hands-on experience in one of
its two computer labs.
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