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Deadlines Told
For Submittals
To The Leader

Those persons preparing press re-
leases for submission to The Leader
are reminded that copy should be e-
mailed or faxed by 4 p.m. on the
Friday prior to publication. The
Leader’s e-mail address is
goleader@aol.com. The fax num-
ber is 232-0473.

Releases, pictures and letters to
the editor can also be dropped off at
our office located at 50 Elm Street
or through our mail slot. To ensure
that submittals reach our office prior
to deadline, we encourage e-mail or
faxed materials.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be accepted
up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

All copy must be typed, double-
spaced, upper and lower case, no
more than 500 words in length, and
include a daytime telephone num-
ber where the submitter can be
reached.

For events which are planned
months in advance, we encourage
submission of stories as early as
possible prior to the event.

Please note that in addition to
making our deadlines, the publica-
tion of submittals may be delayed
due to space considerations. All
submittals are subject to being cut
due to length, edited for style and
clarification at the discretion of the
editor.

RARITAN COMMISSION ADVOCATES BETTER TRAIN SERVICE

Westfield Commuters Seek Improvements From
NJ Transit; Direct Service Seen As Ultimate Goal

By JASMINE VASAVADA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The 22-mile trip from New York
Penn Station to Westfield can take
nearly 90 minutes due to train delays.
At 14.7 miles per hour, that’s a pretty
respectable time -- if you’re biking.

But for commuters anxious to get
to work on time, or pick up the kids at
daycare in the evening, the frequent
delays and missed train connections
can be a formula for frustration as
Westfield commuters, and all other
riders on the Raritan line, must go to
Newark.

So when  Mayor Thomas C. Jardim
organized the Westfield Raritan Val-
ley Line Commuter Commission last
January, the commission had little
trouble soliciting complaints and sug-
gestions from those who brave the
daily commute. Several weeks ago, a
report based on these comments was
presented to NJ Transit officials at a
meeting in Newark.

In the report, the commission out-
lined short-, medium-, and long-term
goals for improving train service from
Westfield on the Raritan Valley Line,
which serves 7,500 commuters in
Hunterdon, Somerset and Union
Counties. The Westfield station, ser-
vicing about 1,500 daily commuters,
is the largest station on the line.

A primary motivation in forming
the committee was to advocate direct
line service into New York from West-
field. Presently, commuters on the
Raritan Valley Line trains, which have
diesel engines, must switch to elec-
tric-powered trains at Newark Penn

Station before crossing the Hudson
River into New York City.

This transfer may necessitate rush-
ing from one platform to catch a con-
necting train about to leave from a
different platform, a situation which
is further complicated during rush
hours when the stampeding crowd
must squeeze through narrow stair-
wells and fight for seats.

Direct access to Manhattan, thus
by-passing Newark Penn Station,
would allow a commuter a hassle-
free “single-seat” passage to New
York.

This goal, the committee members
learned, may be a generation away.
First, dual mode locomotives, capable
of operating by both diesel and elec-
tric power, must be purchased.  These
locomotives, costing between $4 mil-
lion and $10 million each, would re-
quire a significant capital investment.

Furthermore, the 20 slots for trains
coming into New York Penn Station
have already been allocated to other
lines. These lines, which are consis-
tent and compatible with the New

York electric power system, will ab-
sorb the balance of growth when five
new slots are added in the next few
years.

Although a NJ Transit official sug-
gested that direct access may not be
viable until as late as the year 2025,
Mayor Jardim is optimistic that it can
begin sooner.

“It’s not a question of if we’ll get
direct service, it’s a question of when,”
he reported. “The next step will be
getting all the interested parties along
the line organized, coordinated, and
speaking with one voice.”

United States Congressmen Bob
Franks, Rodney Freylinghuysen, and
Michael Pappas have spearheaded
these efforts, forming a Raritan Val-
ley Line Coalition to insure that ser-
vice on the Raritan Valley Line con-
tinues to improve.

The Coalition will meet in
Bridgewater on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 12, to discuss the issue further.

Congressman Franks, who repre-
sents the Seventh Congressional Dis-
trict which includes Westfield, has

also championed a planning project
called “Access to the Region’s Core,”
or A.R.C., which has studied the com-
mutation needs between this region
and Manhattan.

The A.R.C. study proposes a new
railroad tunnel across the Hudson
River to free up capacity for addi-
tional trains to go through to New
York, the first step in achieving direct
access for the Raritan Valley Line.

A.R.C. Project Director Martin
Robins foresees growing demand on
the Raritan Valley Line which will
require some long-term adjustments.

His study predicts a 10 to 15 per-
cent increase in regional ridership by
2002, rising to about 20 percent over
the next decade.

And Mr. Robins predicts a time in
the not too distant future when every
train going into New York will be
packed.

“With that prospect, we think there
is a very good argument for long-term
investment to build a new tunnel to
allow more trains to cross the

MAKING A DIFFERENCE...Cadette Girl Scout Troop No. 741 of Holy Trinity
Interparochial School in Westfield recently participated in National “Make A
Difference” Day, by planting cabbage and kale around their school. The plants
were donated by Parker’s Greenhouse in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are:
seventh-grade scouts Debbie Oravez, Kate Grenci, Breanne Crawford, Michele
Greco and Kelly Gibbons.

ALWAYS IN STYLE…The Westfield Service League recently held its 65th
anniversary celebration at Echo Lake Country Club. One of the program high-
lights was a fashion show featuring women’s clothes of the last seven decades,
which were modeled by members of the league. The league owns and operates the
Thrift Shop and Consignment Shop at 114 Elmer Street, which benefits local
charities. Pictured, left to right, are: standing, Marj McCaulley, Elsye Crossin
Good, Myrna Cummings, Joyce McLean, Fay Schefer and Barbara Lewis; center,
Betty List, Program Coordinator, and Helen Campbell, pianist; first row, Sally
Bockus and Margaret MacPherson, fashion coordinator.

TOWN CONTRACT SEEN AS ONE ALTERNATIVE

Report Provides
Council Options

On Trash Disposal
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Just as the Westfield Town Council
has been asked to consider signing a
25-year lease with the Union County
Utilities Authority to continue dump-
ing the town’s estimated 15,000 tons
of solid waste at the Rahway incinera-
tor, the Westfield Solid Waste Advi-
sory Commission has released its re-
port on possible options to waste col-
lection in town.

The group was appointed by Mayor
Thomas C. Jardim in January and
charged with reviewing the current
solid waste disposal system and com-
paring it against other ways of dispos-
ing of garbage.

William Brennan, Chairman of the
commission, emphasized that the
commission was a bipartisan effort.
He said the real issue for the council
is to find a system which is economi-
cal, gives the town the most control,
and continues backyard trash service,
an aspect he said, which is a must for
any system considered by the town.

Among the systems reviewed was
the current private contracting sys-
tem, a municipal garbage collection
run by town employees, and munici-
pal contracting through local prop-
erty taxes.

Also considered is a “pay-as-you-
throw” system to help reduce cost for
low trash generators.

At last week’s council meeting,
Mayor Jardim asked Public Works/
Solid Waste Committee Chairman
Councilman John J. Walsh to review
the report in his committee as soon as
possible.

When reached Monday, Council-
man Walsh said he is planning to take
a “wait and see approach” for the time
being, noting that he expects the
county proposal to charge a surcharge
or Environmental Investment Charge
(ECI) to towns not using the incinera-
tor to be challenged in court.

In terms of the report, Councilman
Walsh stated that the Commission
seemed to indicate that a “pay-as-

you-throw” system might be a good
option in Westfield.

A number of senior citizens in town
have indicated that seniors who gen-
erate less trash must pay the same as
a family of four with far more trash
bags per month.

It was brought up at a commission
meeting with haulers that most of
them offer a one can rate for custom-
ers, which might be good for senior
citizens looking for a reduced rate
since they don’t generate as much
trash as a family. The reduced cost
was estimated at $16 per month by
haulers.

Mr. Walsh said that, under the cur-
rent private contract system, it is ap-
parent that there are not that many
complaints from residents, and most
of those involve early pickup of trash
by some collectors.

In this regard, most of the haulers
who attended a commission meeting
earlier this year indicated they sup-
ported the idea of not collecting in
residential areas until after 6 a.m.

Of the 10 haulers doing business in
town, all but three have state issued
tariffs that allow them to pick up
before 6 a.m. Many of these firms,
however, are said to use pickup trucks
rather than garbage vehicles, which
reduces noise to residents.

While not providing any actual rec-
ommendations, the commission noted
that in order for the town to join the
county’s new voluntary system, West-
field would have to change its system
since, currently, the municipality “has
no basis of control upon which to
force the private solid waste haulers
to dispose of solid waste at the Re-
source Recovery Facility (incinera-
tor).”

Under the UCUA system, the town
would be asked to sign a 25-year
contract which would direct all the
town’s waste to the incinerator. To
accomplish this feat, the town would
have to either contract garbage dis-
posal service within the municipal

Recycling Firm and Union
Seek End to Labor Dispute

Negotiations continued this week in an effort to resolve a labor dispute
between members of Teamsters Local No. 575 and Advanced Recycling
Technologies Systems (ARTS), the Linden firm which collects recy-
clable materials in more than a dozen communities, including Westfield.

The strike disrupted pickup of recyclables in the town on November 20
and 21, as managers and replacement workers at the plant took over the
collection effort for the municipalities they serve.

The next scheduled pickup dates for Westfield are Thursday and
Friday, December 4 and 5.

Westfield Director of Public Works Kenneth B. Marsh confirmed that
cardboard and “co-mingles,” including aluminum, glass and plastic
containers, are being accepted at the Conservation Center on Lamberts
Mill Road opposite Tamaques Park. Newspapers are not being accepted
at the facility.

In addition, aluminum beverage cans may be dropped off at Westfield’s
fire headquarters at 405 North Avenue, West. All proceeds from this
program benefit the Burn Foundation of St. Barnabas Medical Center in
Livingston.

People may deposit the cans into containers which are located at the
rear of the building. They are then stored by firefighters in a trailer.
Residents may drop off cans at the fire headquarters 24 hours a day.

Always a Humanitarian...

A HUMANITARIAN...Robert P. Yeager, President of the Westfield Rotary
Club Foundation, presents the club’s Charles P. Bailey Humanitarian of the
Year Award to this year’s recipient, Lee M. Hale, during festivities on Novem-
ber 19 at the Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield. He was cited for his years
of volunteer service to the community.

AN ACTIVE GROUP...Among the guests at the Westfield Rotary Club’s
Charles P. Bailey Humanitarian dinner, left to right, were: former award
recipients, top row, William Peek, Robert Dillon, this year’s recipient Lee M.
Hale, Mrs. Dillon and Arthur C. Fried; seated are Ernest Winters, William
McLouglin and H. Emerson Thomas, a former town mayor.
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DONALD HAMILTON CHARGED WITH STEALING $1.25 MILLION FROM CLIENTS

Westfield Attorney Faces 10 Years
After Admitting Embezzlement
By JEANNE WHITNEY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

A former Westfield attorney and
resident, Donald Hamilton, admitted
last week in Union County Superior
Court to embezzling $1.25 million
over a period of eight years from the
estates of five clients.

He could face 10 years in prison for
his guilty plea to theft “by failure to
make disposition” of clients’ prop-
erty, stocks and cash.

Union County Prosecutor Thomas
V. Manahan said, “This is a case in-
volving the largest misappropriation
of funds ever prosecuted against an
attorney in this county.”

According to a Star-Ledger report,
the 52-year old father of five began
filching his clients’ money after a
$900,000 land purchase and subdivi-
sion deal in Tewksbury Township 11
years ago turned sour.

He and his ex-wife, Alwine, formed
a company called Highland Fields
Inc., which originally subdivided the
property into eight parcels.

Hamilton then built himself an 11-
bedroom, 14-bath manor on nine acres
of the 45-acre property located along
Bissell and Welsh Roads.

He reportedly bought another house
in Windham, New York, in the Catskill
Mountains.

Shortly after the Tewksbury house
was completed, Hamilton divorced
and sold the house for a reported $1.2
million.

The Star-Ledger reported that
Hamilton later sold adjacent parcels
of land for a total of nearly three
quarters of a million dollars.

Hamilton agreed to disbarment ear-
lier this year after the state Office of
Attorney Ethics called him on the
theft, according to the Union County
Prosecutor’s office.

Hamilton had a private law prac-
tice located on North Avenue in West-
field until April of last year.

One victim of the swindle was iden-
tified as an Elizabeth man who, re-
portedly, lost two-thirds of his
$724,000 estate. Beneficiaries of an-
other victim’s $250,000 estate were
never notified, while Hamilton ig-
nored other victims’ inquiries or mis-
led them, according to authorities.

Union County Executive Assistant
Prosecutor Robert P. O’Leary said
the identities of the other victims could
be revealed at the time of Hamilton’s
sentencing on Friday, January 16,
1998.

A 10-month investigation by Ser-
geant Steven W. Siegel of the
prosecutor’s office revealed the ex-
tent of Hamilton’s plundering of es-
tates entrusted to him after the Tren-
ton Office of Attorney Ethics dis-
barred him. Officials at the Attorney
Ethics office could not be reached for
comment by press time.

The Ethics Office also maintains a
toll-free grievance hotline.

Assistant County Prosecutor Alan
Sliver said victims will be awarded

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Hudson,” Mr. Robbins told The West-
field Leader.

The Raritan Valley Line could ben-
efit from such a tunnel if dual mode
locomotives were purchased.

In addition to building a new rail
tunnel, the study suggests an expan-
sion of the Northeast Corridor into
the Meadowlands, an expansion of
Penn Station, and the connection of
Penn Station to Grand Central Sta-
tion, which would allow easier access
to midtown Manhattan where most
commuters work.

Mr. Robins reported that the tech-
nical and operational elements of the
study are in the final stages, and a
capital costing exercise is about to
begin, but funding for the study runs
out in January.

As one of the three partners on
A.R.C, Mr. Coleman said NJ Transit
plans to continue its involvement on
the study.

Direct access may be a long-term
project, but other goals are more
readily achievable. The report identi-
fied same-platform transfers, im-
proved communications, and an up-
dated train schedule that better re-
flects the realities of the 1990s work-
place, as necessary improvements to
the commute.

Surveyed commuters complained
of the necessity of “Running, always
running, to catch train connections at
Newark,” which could be addressed
by instituting more same-platform
transfers.

Micheal Einbinder, a 10-year com-
muter, recalls that the change in New-
ark was once much smoother, when
Westfield trains often came in to Track
No. 1, the same track from which
New York-bound trains would leave.

Now the Westfield train regularly
arrives late, and there is no way to
know where the connecting train is,
according to commuters interviewed
for the report.

At the meeting, transit officials in-
formed the public that some of the

Westfield Commuters Seek
NJ Transit Improvements

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

budget or create a municipal em-
ployee-operated system.

Currently, residents are billed pri-
vately by the disposal companies they
choose.

Under the UCUA’s proposed lease,
towns would be guaranteed a rate of
$50 a ton, with increases based on
rises in the Consumer Price Index
(CPI). The report noted that the fee
would double by the year 2021.

In order to pay off debt on the $283
million in bonds issued on the incin-
erator, the agreement includes a $19
charge within the $50 tipping fee.

For those towns that decide not to
opt for the UCUA plan, the county is
prepared to charge a fee for all county-
generated household waste not going
to the county burner.

The county Freeholder board has
recommended that, in order to collect
this fee, that towns could pass ordi-
nances requiring haulers to collect
this fee for the town, which would pay
the county.

As part of the lease arrangement
with Ogden Martin Systems, the
builder of the incinerator, the UCUA
must guarantee 250,000 tons of gar-
bage to the facility each year or pay
for the difference.

Among the advantages to the cur-
rent system, according to the
commission’s findings are: no admin-
istrative costs to the town, the preser-
vation of local jobs, personalized ser-
vice, stabilized costs, backyard
pickup, and competition among haul-
ers which keep rates down.

Disadvantages are inappropriate
start times, disparity of rates, no man-
datory discounts for low volume us-
ers, lack of accountability regarding
complaints; no real choice of select-
ing haulers; extra costs for bulky waste
pickup, and no incentive to recycle.

If the town chooses to go with the
UCUA contract, it probably should
not go with a municipal collection by
the town, according to the
commission’s findings.

This system, financed by tax dol-
lars, would likely involve placing solid
waste disposal within the Department
of Public Works (DPW). While the
commission’s report indicated the
town would have the most control
over such a system, “the major prohi-
bition to this system is cost.”

While the cost of this option could
serve as a tax deduction, a town waste
collection system would require a
bond ordinance to purchase the fleet
of trucks. In addition, more employ-
ees would be needed, each receiving
a salary and full employee benefits.
The current DPW facility on North
Avenue would have to be expanded.

In terms of opting for a municipal
contract, Former Mayor and Com-
mission member Raymond V. Stone
reported that in his previous experi-
ence as a town administrator in East
Brunswick, where a municipal con-
tracting system was used, the best
benefit is that the town would get
“increased bargaining power.”

He told the commission that ser-
vice could be improved in such areas
as garbage pickup times, and the place
of pickup (backyard versus curbside).

A municipal contract would, accord-
ing to the report, “insure that all resi-
dents pay the same rates for identical
services received.” The commission
found evidence that some residents
were being charged more for identical
situations by the same firm.

Also, bulky waste pickups could be

required as part of the contract.
The commission also found that

under a town-wide contractor, with
increased bargaining power by the
town, such a contract may actually
decrease the per household cost of
solid waste disposal.

Haulers disputed this, telling the
commission that with a so-called
“superhauler” contract, whereby one
firm is given the entire town as part of
a municipal contract, service would
not be improved.

Most smaller firms indicated that
they could not post the million dollar
bond that would be necessary to bid
on a town-wide contract. They also
asserted that without competition,
rates would likely go up in subse-
quent contracts with the possible loss
of rear-yard pickup, as well.

Other advantages include negoti-
ated volume discounts for those with
lower trash volumes and more ac-
countability for haulers. Also, back-
yard pickups can be required as part
of the contract.

Noting the local status of most of
Westfield’s haulers, the commission
recommended that if a town contract
is pursued by the council, measures
should be taken to “encourage joint
ventures, subcontracting and other
means to preserve local jobs.”

“We are certainly not looking to put
anyone out of business,” Mr. Brennan
acknowledged, noting the town wants
a system which is both economical
and efficient.

Disadvantages of a town-wide con-
tract are potential administrative costs
to town, loss of competition in subse-
quent years, negative impact on local
hauler businesses and potential loss
of backyard pickup when competi-
tion in town is eliminated, according
to the report.

Marc A. McCabe, a member of the
commission, said he believes a town-
wide contract, or contracts for each of
the town’s four wards, might be good
for the town in that it would have
more control while producing com-
petitive pricing.

Mr. Brennan said issuing contracts
by wards, or one for each side of
town, would likely lead to a system of
“inequitable rates” since the council
would have to pick the lowest bidder
in each case.

One area supported by a number of
governing body members, including
Mayor Jardim, is a “Pay-As-You-
Throw” system, which is currently
used by 2,000 towns nationwide.

“It (pay-as-you throw) seems to be
the most equitable system; you just
pay for what you throw away,” he
said.

Chester, which has one municipal
contractor for household waste col-
lection and another for recyclables,
uses a flat fee which is charged to all
households, with additional costs as-
sociated with the purchase of 30- or
15-pound bag stickers from haulers.

Mr. Walsh said his concern about a
per bag system is that illegal dumping
of waste could occur. The report found
that a public education program could
reduce this risk.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
A. Goldman said the court ruling end-
ing flow control regulations in the
state has forced the town to make at
least some kind of change in regards
to local waste collection.

He said he hopes the report will
provide the background the council
needs to deal with the issue.

Report Provides Council
Options on Trash Disposal

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

their money by the court after
Hamiton’s sentencing, though some
have already been paid.

Hamilton is a former teacher, ac-
cording to published reports, who
lived on a sailboat in the Virgin Is-
lands. He graduated from Seton Hall
University School of Law in Newark
in 1975, and served as Deputy to
then-Union County Surrogate Mary
Kinane.

He later became a senior partner in
.a Linden law firm. He hooked up
with attorney Richard Kress in a West-
field law partnership for two years
and then went into his own practice.

Hamilton lives in Lebanon Town-
ship and is free pending his sentenc-
ing. Attorneys who knew Hamilton
have described him as quiet and unas-
suming.

Westfield Attorney
Faces 10 Years

For Embezzlement
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16
• A Westfield resident reported that

the tires on his motor vehicle were stolen
while the car was parked on Myrtle Av-
enue.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20
• Brandon Fooster, 22, of Westfield,

was arrested at the south side railroad
station and charged with possession of

more than 50 grams of marijuana with
intent to distribute, according to police.
He was released on $1,000 bail.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21
• Gabriel Cruz, 23, of Union, was

arrested in that township and charged
with theft. The suspect allegedly stole a
purse from a Central Avenue hair salon
on November 13, according to police. He
was turned over to parole authorities on a
separate matter.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22
• A Clark Street resident reported that

an unknown person fired a small caliber
bullet through a second-floor window.
No one was at home when the incident
occurred, authorities said.

WESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELDWESTFIELD
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17
• Lawrence Avenue and Hillside Av-

enue — smoke scare.
• One hundred block of East Broad

Street — system malfunction.
• Five hundred block of Shackamaxon

Drive — electrical short.
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 18

• Seven hundred block of Knollwood
Terrace — lockout.

• Seven hundred block of Westfield
Avenue — smoke removal.

• Two hundred block of Clark Street
— system malfunction.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 19
• Two hundred block of Clark Street

— unintentional alarm.
• Five hundred block of Dorian Road

— system malfunction.
• Seven hundred block of Tamaques

Way – lockout.
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20

• One hundred block of Floral Court
— gas odor investigation.

• Eight hundred block of Cedar Ter-
race — carbon monoxide detector activa-
tion.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 21
• Five hundred block of Trinity Place

— hazardous condition.
• One hundred block of Bates Way —

false call.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22

• Three hundred block of West Grove
Street - automobile accident

• Twelve hundred block of Boulevard
— system malfunction

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23
• Six hundred block of Willow Grove

Road — system malfunction.

Vo-Tech School Board
Tells New Officer Slate

The Board of Education of the
Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal school district has reorganized
for the 1997-1998 school year.

The officers and members are as
follow: Charles S. Mancuso, Presi-
dent; Jane Lorber, Vice President;
Gail Iammatteo, board member;
Union County Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Frances Lobman,
board member; Robert R. Schmidt,
board member; John A. Paredes,
Secretary; Edward J. Kologi, board
attorney, and State Senate Presi-
dent Donald T. DiFrancesco, Spe-
cial Counsel.

The district provides training and
placement activities in 22 voca-
tional-technical subjects for sec-
ondary and post-secondary stu-
dents. In addition, the district op-
erates the Union County magnet
high school for science, mathemat-
ics and technology, which is a full-
time high school that accepts stu-
dents from throughout Union
County, the Adult Vocational-
Technical High School (diploma
program) and the Adult Evening
School Division.

UCUA Announces Program
To Cut Mercury Emissions
What started out as a “model pro-

gram” to provide a cost effective,
sound solution to disposing of harm-
ful mercury in the municipal waste
stream is now a New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
certified permanent depot in the Solid
Waste Management Plan.

“Global Recycling Technologies,
Inc. and the Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA) demonstrated that
when business and government work
together we can create a program that
saves money and protects the envi-
ronment,” said UCUA Chairman John
Kulish.

In 1996, the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) recognized the
UCUA for “the successful implemen-
tation of its initial pilot program, out-
standing work protecting the envi-
ronment and its leadership in foster-
ing this partnership and recycling pro-
gram,” he said.

“Through this program, we can re-
duce a major source of mercury that
could find its way in the waste stream
to the Union County Resource Re-
covery Facility,” said UCUA Execu-
tive Director Dr. Joseph Spatola.

Global is able to recover a mini-
mum of 95 percent of the lamp com-
ponents and 99.9 percent of the mer-
cury from these lamps, according to
UCUA officials.

Participating generators of mercury
bearing lamps no longer need to man-
age, manifest or pay hazardous waste
transportation charges or hazardous
waste taxes to recycle these spent
lamps, the officials said.

To date, Global and Union County
businesses have recycled over
225,000 mercury-containing lamps.

This program is now open to all Union
County businesses, residents, munici-
palities and institutions.

If a company has a facility based in
Union County, all of the company’s
facilities throughout the state of New
Jersey may participate in this program.

Global, a Rahway-based facility,
will provide packaging, transporta-
tion and documentation. The lamps
are consolidated at Global’s facility
at 1453 Pinewood Street and shipped
to their processing facility in
Stoughton, Massachusetts, where
lamps are brought to Global’s recy-
cling site.

By-products of the recycling pro-
cess are clean glass, aluminum end
caps, phosphor powder and elemen-
tal mercury. All by-products are sold
as commodities.

Other services include PCB and
non-PCB ballast recycling, as well as
all commercial and industrial battery
recycling.

According to Dr. Spatota, “The
Authority continues to work with the
NJDEP and Global to expand Global’s
Certificate of Authority to Operate
(COA) to allow any generator in the
state to ship their spent fluorescent
bulbs and other Class D material on a
bill of lading to this certified depot.

“Programs like this reduce mer-
cury emissions into the environment
and do it in a way that reduces costs to
businesses and taxpayers without re-
ducing environmental standards,” he
added.

To participate in the Spent Lamp
Recycling Program, or to learn more
about other recycling services, please
call the UCUA at (732) 382-9400 or
Global at (732) 388-3005.

Bus Trip Announced
For Radio City Show
The Westfield Recreation Com-

mission is sponsoring a trip to the
1997 Radio City Music Hall Christ-
mas show on Thursday, December
11, for the 8 p.m. performance.

The cost of transportation and
ticket information is $52 per per-
son. The bus will leave from the
Westfield Municipal Building
parking lot, 425 East Broad Street,
at 6 p.m., and will return at ap-
proximately 11 p.m.

For further information, please
call the Westfield Recreation De-
partment at (908) 789-4085.

Gwendolyn Schundler
Named to Honor Roll
Mount Saint Dominic Academy in

Caldwell has announced that fresh-
man Gwendolyn Schundler was
named to the honor roll, receiving
first honors, for the first marking pe-
riod.

She is the daughter of Robert and
Pamela Schundler of Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

delays that commuters had been ex-
periencing recently should be relieved
when work on the Hunter Connection
is completed.

Travelers from Westfield on the
Raritan Valley line often are delayed
at this point, approaching Newark
where the tracks connect with the
Northeast Corridor, about two miles
from Newark.

Currently, at the point of the merge
there is just a single track that does
not permit trains to travel above 15
miles per hour. Speedier movement
and fewer delays should be possible
when a series of supplemental tracks,
currently under construction, are fin-
ished.

In fact, the Hunter Connection
project should reduce commuting time
by two-and-a-half minutes each way
by adding more track, said NJ Transit
spokesman Steve Coleman.

But with connecting trains coming
in on different platforms, improved
communication is imperative. Delays,
and track numbers, should be an-
nounced.

Announcements, and the television
screens reporting train status, should
be accurate.

“I have a major problem with the
communication,” reported Mr.
Einbinder. “I wish they could simply
make an announcement as we get off
the train, that says ‘Train Z to New
York will get in on track X in three
minutes.’”

Some of the other suggestions in
the report seemed equally basic —
propping open the staircase doors
leading to the platforms to facilitate a
smoother flow of traffic during rush
hour, and keeping the pedestrian path-
ways clear of obstructions.

Other suggestions asked NJ Transit
to update their services to better suit
contemporary commuter needs. These
include changing ticketing structures
to meet changing demand — allow-
ing bus and train inter-usability, and
providing more flexible train passes
for people who commute several days
a week.

It also means expanding rush hour
service later into the evening, since
1990s commuters tend to work well
past 5 p.m., and often have other
business engagements in the
evening.

Some of the concerns focused sim-
ply on the unreliable service and fre-
quent delays, which not only cost
commuters time but also money.

As one commission member, Mel-
issa Stanton, reported, “My husband
and I both commute. We each keep
$40 hidden in our wallet to take a taxi
— once or twice a month you can get
stuck at the station in Newark,” par-
ticularly late in the evening when trains
may be an hour apart, or more.

And in the long run, even those
persons who do not commute may
feel the effects of the deterioration in
train service.

“Other communities have good
train service. If Westfield’s doesn’t
improve, it may eventually affect
property values,” Ms. Stanton ex-
plained.

Indeed, one commenter in the re-
port said that he and his wife were
selling their home in Westfield and
moving to Long Island, where they
believe train service is more depend-
able.

According to Ms. Stanton, the NJ
Transit officials at the meeting had
been unaware of some of the prob-
lems.

Mayor Jardim elaborated that,
“There’s a certain disconnect between
higher level transit officials and the
people who carry out the directives.”

“You may surprisingly find out that
NJ Transit wants the same thing as
you do, they just don’t know about it,”
he said.

He noted the report, therefore, is an
important first step in opening up a
continuous relationship or dialogue
with them.

Indeed, the “criticality of commu-
nication” was the one theme that
consistently emerged from the meet-
ing, reported Al Harf, NJ Transit
Director of Planning and a member
of the A.R.C. project oversight com-
mittee.

Mr. Harf confirmed that transit of-
ficials had pledged to deliver a line-
by-line response in writing, and this
response should be available by the
end of next week.

CUBS ON PATROL…Cub Scout Den No. 14 of Franklin Elementary School Pack
No. 172 recently received a tour of the Westfield Police Department, to increase
their knowledge about the community. Pictured with one of the police cruisers, left
to right, are: Cub Scouts Brendan Berkowitz, Joseph Faustine, Evan Eisenberg,
Michael Nanna and Ricky Ruhl.


