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A WORK OF ART...This artist puts the finishing touches on a reindeer during
a contest held as part of Fanwood�s holiday celebration held last Sunday in the
borough�s downtown.

MAKINGS OF A FEAST�Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School DECA students are pictured with some of the food they
purchased after a successful cannister drive for the needy. The students expect to deliver more than 120 food baskets, made
up of fresh fruits and vegetables, staples such as rice, flour, eggs, bread and, of course, a turkey with all the trimmings, to
needy families in the area. The students worked with the Fanwood Presbyterian Church, St. Bartholomew�s Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains, and the Scotch Plains Welfare Department.

TOWNS LOOK TO CUT COSTS IN DEREGULATED MARKET

Officials Hold Second Meeting
To Discuss Lowering Utility Bills

Local officials from more than a
dozen municipalities in Union County
came together in Scotch Plains last
week to explore ways of reducing
local utility costs.

The December 1 meeting, orga-
nized by Fanwood Councilman Will-
iam E. Populus, Jr., was the second
time that representatives from the
communities had gathered to discuss
the issue. They had previously met on
October 28 in Fanwood.

Representatives from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Westfield, Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Cranford, Roselle,
Kenilworth, Linden, Hillside, Green
Brook, Berkeley Heights and Rahway
attended the meeting.

They convened to gain information
on opportunities to establish a coop-
erative venture to take advantage of
the deregulation of the electric indus-
try in New Jersey.

The Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
is moving forward with a plan to
restructure the electric industry in New
Jersey. The BPU�s goal is to begin
opening the electric market to com-
petition in October of 1998.

The meeting focused on how to
reduce the cost of utilities in munici-

pal operating budgets.
Blossom A. Peretz, the state�s Rate-

payer Advocate, and several mem-
bers of her staff came to the meeting
to provide an update on the status of
the BPU�s efforts to deregulate elec-
tricity.

Ms. Peretz went over several dif-
ferent options for aggregating the util-
ity accounts of local governments,
businesses and residents.

�Some say there is power in num-
bers. Perhaps we should also say there
are power savings in numbers,� she
stated.

The Ratepayer Advocate stated that
her office is working to ensure that
consumers will save at least 10 per-
cent off their current bills as a result of
deregulation.

By joining together the electric
needs of a number of different cus-
tomers, smaller consumers will be
able to attract more competitive rates
and enjoy greater cost savings, ac-
cording to Ms. Peretz.

If municipalities act on behalf of
their residents and local businesses,
they can establish a larger purchasing
pool and attract greater interest from
energy suppliers, she maintained.

Also attending the meeting was
Phyllis J. Kessler, an attorney from
Kudman, Trachten & Kessler in Man-
hattan, who briefed the municipal of-
ficials on deregulation at the first
meeting in Fanwood.

Ms. Kessler noted that the range of
options discussed by local officials
included each town consolidating the
electric accounts in their municipal-
ity under one contract; consolidating
the electric needs of several towns in
a joint procurement; extending the
joint procurement option to include
Union County government accounts,
or aggregating the electric needs of
residents and businesses in one or
more of the towns in addition to the
local government accounts.

Steven A. Clark, a representative
from NJ Transit, discussed the ben-
efits of the joint procurement option
for purchasing energy.

NJ Transit has participated in a
similar venture at the same level,
working with the Treasury Depart-
ment and other state agencies to pur-
chase natural gas.

�Joining together gives better le-

BOROUGH OFFICIALS FAVOR LOCAL WELFARE SERVICES OVER COUNTY PROGRAM

Hauler Proposes New Rates; Fanwood Council
Expected to Okay Merger of Boards Tonight

By SUZETTE STALKER
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Borough Council
addressed several key issues during
its December 3 conference session,
including the planned merge of the
Planning Board and Board of Adjust-
ment; disposal of solid waste and the
future of the municipality�s Welfare
Office.

At the top of the meeting, the coun-
cil heard a brief presentation by Steve
Scioscia, Operational Manager of
White Brothers in Plainfield, one of
several haulers which contract pri-
vately with Fanwood residents for
garbage collection.

Mr. Scioscia outlined proposed rate

changes which he said would end the
disparity between fees charged to
some borough residents compared
with others for similar services.

He acknowledged in a subsequent
interview with The Times, however,
that the rate change proposal remains
tentative pending the outcome of a
proposal by the Union County Utili-
ties Authority (UCUA) to lease the
county�s Resource Recovery Facility,
also known as the incinerator, to
Ogden Martin Systems for a period of
25 years.

The UCUA is pursuing agreements
with the county�s 21 municipalities to
enter into the long-term deal, which
calls for 250,000 tons of trash to be
delivered annually to the Rahway
burner.

Under the terms of the deal, partici-
pating municipalities would be guar-
anteed a fee of $50 per ton for the life
span of the arrangement, with in-
creases based on rises in the Con-
sumer Price Index.

Fanwood is one of seven communi-
ties in the county which currently do
not contract with haulers for garbage
collection, and local officials have
indicated such a contract would be
necessary before the borough could
enter into an agreement with the
UCUA.

Among the factors which could af-
fect the rate change proposal, accord-
ing to Mr. Scioscia, would be a sur-
charge created by the Department of
Environmental Protection towards
reducing the outstanding debt on the
facility.

The Environmental Investment
Charge would be imposed on all gar-
bage collected in Union County, ac-
cording to the UCUA proposal, re-
gardless of whether a municipality
had entered into the agreement with
the county. For those who sign up
with the county, however, the pro-
posal calls for the $19 surcharge to be
incorporated into the $50 tipping fee.

Under other business, the council
reviewed its ordinance permitting the
merger of the Planning Board and the
Board of Adjustment, which is ex-
pected to compensate for a decline in
applications and in volunteers willing
to serve on the two municipal boards.

The new system is also expected to
cut costs in attorneys� fees.

The ordinance, which was unani-
mously approved by the governing
body on first reading November 13, is
expected to be adopted following a
public hearing at the council�s regular
meeting tonight, Thursday, Decem-
ber 11.

Pending adoption of the ordinance,
the Planning Board will assume the
duties of the Board of Adjustment,
which will be disbanded.

On a different topic, council mem-
bers indicated the borough will retain
the services of Welfare Director Maria
Santo rather than combine local wel-
fare services with the county under
the state�s Work First New Jersey
Plan.

Councilman Dr. Chester R. Lindsey,
who chairs the governing body�s Edu-
cation, Health and Welfare Commit-
tee, confirmed that he had met with
Mrs. Santo to discuss the prospect of
maintaining Fanwood�s welfare ser-
vices locally.

He revealed that an interlocal agree-
ment with Scotch Plains for the ser-
vices of the Welfare Director would
allow Mrs. Santo to meet state guide-
lines for maintaining local welfare
services.

Mrs. Santo is currently Welfare
Director of Scotch Plains as well as
Fanwood, but no interlocal agreement
currently exists between the two mu-

nicipalities for her services.
Officials noted that the Welfare

Director has been in her position for a
long time, and that she is also in-
volved with local programs which
assist the needy.

Richard Bard, a North Avenue resi-
dent who was in the audience at last
week�s meeting, commended Mrs.
Santo for her �aggressive� efforts in
getting people into job training pro-
grams and back to work, thereby get-
ting them off the welfare rolls.

Council President Bruce H. Walsh
voiced support for keeping welfare
services within the community, say-
ing �its generally better� to adminis-
ter such services as close to the people
who benefit from them as possible.

Councilman-elect Joel Whitaker
offered another perspective, however,
by observing that there are only a
handful of welfare recipients in
Fanwood, and questioned whether
there was any real benefit to keeping
a local Welfare Office.

�I�m not terribly anxious to see
taxpayers have to bear a burden they
don�t have to,� he said.

Dr. Lindsey noted that the county
has not finalized plans for consolidat-
ing welfare services since it is not yet
known how many communities will

be participating. Municipalities have
until Thursday, January 1, to decide
whether or not they will join with the
county.

Mayor Maryanne S. Connelly, not-
ing that there are sidewalks in the
community in dire need of repair,
requested that Borough Clerk Eleanor
McGovern look into how such re-
pairs are paid for in other communi-
ties � whether by residents or the
municipalities.

On a final note, Councilman Will-
iam E. Populus, Jr., Chairman of the
Administration and Finance Commit-
tee, reminded fellow governing body
members that they will soon face the
task of hammering out the 1998 mu-
nicipal budget.

He said he hoped the council will
once again be able to deliver the
borough�s spending plan on time. On
February 13, the council introduced
its 1997 budget, which reflected a 0
percent increase in the municipal por-
tion of residents� tax bills. It was
formally adopted exactly one month
later.

Municipal department heads are
urged to submit their financial re-
quests by the first week in January, so
that the budget may be introduced by
the second week in February.

Deadlines Are Told
For Upcoming Issues
Readers preparing press releases

for submission for the Christmas
Day issue of The Times should make
note that all press releases, pictures
and letters to the editor must be
submitted by noon on Thursday,
December 18, to be considered for
publication in the Thursday, De-
cember 25, issue.

Sports stories must be submitted
by 10 a.m. on Monday, December
22, while obituaries will be ac-
cepted up until 5 p.m. that day.

For the issue of Thursday, Janu-
ary 1, copy must be received by
noon on Tuesday, December 23.
The sports deadline is 10 a.m.,
Monday, December 29, with obitu-
aries accepted until 5 p.m. that day.

For added convenience, all copy
may be e-mailed to press@
goleader.com by the above dead-
lines.

Please note that our regular dead-
lines will apply for the issue of
Thursday, December 18, which re-
quests regular copy be submitted
by Friday at 4 p.m.

Sports stories which occur prior
to the weekend must be in by the
Friday deadline. Weekend sports
events must be submitted by noon
on the Monday prior to the publica-
tion date. Obituaries will be ac-
cepted up to 5 p.m. on Tuesdays.

Local Soccer School May Be Headquartered
In Former Warehouse Opposite Golf Course

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

Soccer Skills and Drills, Inc., a
local school for honing soccer skills,
may have a found a permanent head-
quarters in Scotch Plains

Last Thursday, after the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
approved a use variance for a former
warehouse on Plainfield Avenue,
across from the Scotch Hills golf
course, an attorney for Skills and Drills
owner Tom Turnbull reported that the
industrial-zoned site is ideal for in-
door soccer instruction.

The reason for this, according to
the attorney, is because there are no
support pillars inside the building and
the ceilings are high.

No date was set for when the school
might open at the site, but Mr. Turnbull
said he hopes to close a deal to buy the
building by February. However, Mr.
Turnbull said, �It�s not a done deal
yet.�

The building is currently owned by
Jack Ganz, according to the board. It
will need only minor renovations be-
fore soccer instruction begins, accord-
ing to Mr. Turnbull � who is the
brother of Scotch Hills golf profes-
sional John Turnbull.

Mr. Turnbull said he first consid-
ered the building eight years ago. At
that time, it appeared to be a ware-
house for dog biscuits, he said. At
another time, armored trucks filled
the parking lot.

Soccer �doctor� Turnbull is a
former township resident who has
operated the training classes for the
past eight years out of various local
centers, most recently the Jewish
Community Center.

Mr. Turnbull teaches students �
both male and female � what he
called �soccer ballet,� in Westfield
and Princeton as well as Scotch Plains.
He has taught students from preschool
to college age, he said.

A sign for the soccer school will be
on the front of the building only. There
are several residential properties near
the site.

In other business, the board unani-
mously okayed an extension of a non-
conforming use variance for U-Haul

on Route No. 22, West, to install a
1,000-gallon above-ground propane
gas storage tank at the site.

Board Chairman Thomas Barth said
U-Haul agreed to follow New Jersey
state regulations in the safe storage of
propane. Barbed wire will also sur-
round the site after township police
recommended some sort of wire de-
terrent.

Propane gas, which is often used
for outdoor barbecue grills, will be
supplied to U-Haul by a major pro-
ducer and supplier of the gas, Mr.
Barth said.

Earlier, when U-Haul first applied
for the most recent variance, it was

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Council Moves Ahead
To Upgrade Pumping
Stations for Sewers

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

By JEANNE WHITNEY
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil moved ahead Tuesday with exten-
sive plans to upgrade the south side
sanitary sewer system pumping sta-
tions by awarding a $1,178,000 con-
tract to a joint venture company of
Consolidated Design and Building
Corporation and Delta Contracting
Company in Roselle for the work.

The company, also known as
Delcon, was the lowest bidder among
five other companies. Township offi-
cials said the sewer system rehabili-
tations could take up to 20 months to
complete and were primarily electri-
cal in nature.

The township is poised to issue
$1.7 million in bonds to pay for the
project, officials said last week.

�The work really needs to be done.
It will be an improvement,� Town-
ship Manager Thomas E. Atkins said.

Councilman Robert E. Johnston
added that new development on the
south side of the township in recent
years warranted the upgrade for the
pumping stations at Raritan Road,
Lamberts Mill Road, West Broad
Street and Greenview.

On another matter, the council
acted on a recommendation from the
Recreation Commission to raise golf-
ing fees at the Scotch Hills Country
Club for next year.

According to Recreation Director
Laura Sanson Botto, rates for golfing
have not changed in three years. All
non-resident memberships will now
be $60, which is a 50 percent in-
crease for some age categories.

Resident membership fees will in-
crease only $5 under the plan to $20
and $30. All greens fees will rise $1,
$2, $3 and $5, depending on the day
and time of play.

The new rates would increase rev-
enue for the club by $50,000 next
year, she said. The club has collected
$128,125 in fees so far this year.
Township officials claim that the
operation of the municipal golf course
is not a profit-making business be-
cause of maintenance expenses for
the course.

The nine-hole golf course will close
Monday, December 15, until next
spring.

Rates for the tennis courts will not
change, according to the Commis-
sion.

In other business, the council
agreed by resolution to a public auc-
tion on Tuesday, January 13, to sell a
9,000-square-foot parcel of property
on Plainfield Avenue (at the West-
field border) that the township ac-
quired through foreclosure.

Bidding for the residential-zoned
property will start at $60,000, offi-
cials said.

A different piece of township prop-
erty at 765 Jerusalem Road got the
final okay for a private sale to con-
tiguous property owners. Officials
indicated that the 5,000 square foot
residential parcel, valued at $50,000,

would be offered for public sale if
there were no takers by neighboring
property owners.

The council also introduced an
ordinance, as expected, to vacate two
streets off of Terrill Road that were
created on paper only, as access to a
development. The so-called streets
� Gables and Shepard � were never
improved, officials said.

The council agreed to award a
$15,075 contract for municipal jani-
torial services to the lowest bidder,
Bradford and Byrd Associates.

Transfers of $17,300 from several
municipal departments to several
other departments were okayed by
the council on Tuesday. Deputy Mayor
Joan Papen noted that the township
was prohibited by state law from
shifting budgeted funds around until
after November of each year.

Many of the transfers were in con-
nection with department salary costs.
Officials are also looking at clerical
reasons for a predicted $10,000 short-
age in the municipal fuel budget. So
far, though, $2,500 has been trans-
ferred to the department until the
year�s end.

Officials noted that, owing to a
computerized key system, only town-
ship owned vehicles can be filled at
municipal gasoline pumps.

Several township officials met with
Hamlette Place residents for one-
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verage in the market place and keeps
the administrative burdens associated
with the complex public procurement
process to a minimum,� Mr. Clark
said.

NJ Transit has shaved its natural
gas bill by 20 percent since taking
advantage of the deregulation of natu-
ral gas in 1995. Mr. Clark noted that
the most recent contract for natural
gas includes an option for local gov-
ernments who are served by
Elizabethtown Natural Gas to partici-
pate in the state contract.

Former Union County Manager
Ann M. Baran, now the Director of
Operations at the Gateway Institute
of Regional Development at Kean
University in Union, offered to have
the organization assist local officials
in collecting data and analyzing the
various options.

Several members of the group ex-
pressed pleasure that Kean Univer-
sity would help. They also noted their
concern over how to move forward,
given the complexity of the public
bid process.

Ms. Peretz mentioned that the state
Legislature is considering a bill that
would make it easier for towns to
provide lower cost power to local
residents by aggregating their utility
bills.

If officials are concerned about

Officials Meet to Discuss
Lowering of Utility Bills

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

impediments caused by the public
bid process, it is possible the legisla-
tion could include a provision to help
make it more simple.

�This is a great opportunity for
municipalities to help shape the law
that will enable towns to save money
on behalf of their taxpayers and resi-
dents,� stated Councilman Populus.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1
� The burglary of a house being built

on Jenna Court was reported. Entry was
gained through a garage window. Bath-
room fixtures were reported taken. The
incident occurred over the weekend.

� A set of golf clubs was reported
taken from the storage room of an estab-
lishment on Shackamaxon Drive. Police
said the theft occurred last month.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
� Approximately $50 in cash was re-

ported stolen from a desk drawer in a
business on Jerusalem Road.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6
� A pocketbook containing approxi-

mately $150 in cash and other personal
items was reported stolen from a car parked
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church on Westfield Avenue.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7
� Police apprehended three juveniles,

all age 14, for the theft of a bicycle on
Mountain Avenue.

First Period Honor Roll
Includes 183 at Terrill

The names of 183 students who earned
Honor Roll standing during the first mark-
ing period at the Terrill Middle School in
Scotch Plains were announced last week.

In the sixth grade, 26 children, or 18.44
percent of the 141-member class, were
named to the Distinguished Honor Roll,
which requires an �A� in all subjects.

Fifty-three children, or 37.59 percent
of the class, were named to the Honor
Roll, which requires at least two �A�s,�
no grade lower than �B� in major subjects
and at least a �C� in other subjects.

In the seventh grade, 14 children, or
9.66 percent of the 145-member class,
were named to the Distinguished Honor
Roll and 40 children, or 27.59 percent of
the class, were named to the Honor Roll.

In the eighth grade, 9 children, or 6.29
percent of the 143-member class, were
named to the Distinguished Honor Roll
and 41 children, or 28.67 percent of the
class, were named to the Honor Roll.

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE

Flora Alexander Amanda Miller
Ricardo Arocha Scott Moynihan
Ryan Aspell Vaidehi Patel
Sara Beckerman Allyson Salisbury
Alexander Clark Tracy Salmon
Rachel Diken Barie Salmon
Danetha Doe Kristin Schardien
Dani Finkel Elaine Shea
Kristi Gayara Dana Skwirut
Michael Hessemer Eric Swenson
Cheryl Kaplun Stephen Tavares
Vani Kilakkathi Michael Thompson
Morgan Larkin Christopher Wallden

HONOR ROLL
SIXTH GRADE

Theodore Baker Peter Miller
Louis Balestriere Christina Minniti
Shaun Bendik Jared Montagna
Erica Bloom Jessica Neuringer
Kristen Bover Yoav Nudell
Rupnath Chattopadhyay Lindsay Ordower
Ashley Cocuzza Nathan Parker
Sean Colvin Joshua Parker
Brian Coyle Arianna Power
Kevin DelMauro Lukasz Pukalo
Michael DeNichilo AbigaiI Rosenblatt
Caryn Feder Rosanna Ryskasen
Brandon Femia Juliana Sams
Bastien Francoulon Kimberly Schurtz
Amanda Frank Erica Schwartz
Jaime GomezSalvador Alyssa Scizak
Hannah Greenspan Jonathan Sheffield
Matthew Leonard Danielle Stanley
Joshua Liss Dustin Tenenbaum
Joseph Malchow Stephanie Thomas
Laura Manzi Yosuke Toda
Robert Maroney Jonathan Wagner
Merisa Marsh Tamie Walker

Ashley McCoy Daniel Wasserman
Lauren McManus Ryan Weber
Deryck Middleton Talia Weinberg

Sara Woods

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE

Rhea Chakraborty Sonali Phatak
Sofia Fayngold Amy Ryan
Gianna Ferrante Nisha Tamhankar
Benjamin Flath Jorge Valladares
Rachel Gerlach Sarah VanWagner
Sarah Ginsberg Amanda Wells
Malina Milonnet Judith Wicker-Briscoe

HONOR ROLL
SEVENTH GRADE

Kendra Andrews Alicia Lazur
Miriam Bamberger Jeremy Lipstein
Joseph Bartolotta Christopher LoBrace
Nancy Callahan Kelly Lusk
Pamela Cameron Aurpon Mitra
Evan Chinoy Emily O�Connor
Colleen Coyle Elizabeth Pilkington
Brian Curcie John Piniat
Alyssa David Alexandra Rosloff
Christina DeLusant Delsa Slaugh
Raynor Denitzio Bruce Smith, Jr.
Kevin Dukelow Erica Speer
Tomo Gibson Kristin Stiffler
Alex Hofer Amber Temchus
Scott Hyman Michael Toffolo
Jovonne Jones Timothy Voelker
Stefanie Katz Emily Walker
Annmarie Klimowicz Caroline Webb
Holly Kramer Scott Wojcio
Daniel Kurtter Kristen Wuest

DISTINGUISHED HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE

David Baumwoll Elena Goetz
Adam Bendik William Gonch
James Caesar Bolante Michael Hughes
Thomas DeCataldo, Jr. Brian Kaplun

Caitlin Mahony

HONOR ROLL
EIGHTH GRADE

Erin Baer Jennifer Harrison
Carolyn Barnett Allison Hessemer
Matthew Bartiromo Alaina Ingram
Shikha Bhasin Leanne Kacsur
J. Raymond Bover Kellie LaForge
Eugenia Cangialosi Carolyn Lathrop
Chanen Chavis Terrell Levine
Ronald Chin Jessica Maggs
Joanna Cichon Lisa Mortkowitz
Angelica D�Annunzio Daniel Nelson
Marquitta Davis Christine Perrotta
Matthew DeNichilo Rennuel Mar Razal
Kathleen Donovan Timothy Ryan
Jodi Dornbush Lana Sacks
Danielle Fallon Amy Schwartz
Jayme Ferraro Julia Sheffield
Brendan Fleming Stephen Swenson
Anthony Gabriel Kristen Teutonico
Shannon Gallagher Danielle Turner
Susannah Grossman Maria Vacas Siguenza

Robert Wallden, 3rd

McGINN KIDS KARE�Students at McGinn Elementary School in Scotch
Plains recently began the �McGinn Kids Kare� program which will continue
through the remainder of the 1997-1998 school year. Children are asked to
donate items each month which are then distributed to needy families in Union
County. Pictured, left to right, are: Tara Finaldi-Sciebek, Katie Wong, Caitlin
Driscoll, Lauren Benovengo and Angela Smith. The program was started by
Marianne Kranz, a parent from McGinn School. November was paper products
month.

HAVING A BALL�Scotch Plains residents Mauro Checchio, left, a member of
the Board of Trustees of Columbus Hospital in Newark, and his wife, Portia,
second from left, join Janyce Wilson and Joe Ascione at the Columbus Hospital
Foundation�s Carousel Ball, held recently at the Birchwood Manor in Whippany.
The foundation, established in 1994, is the fundraising arm of Columbus
Hospital.

CELL PIZZAS�Students in Susan Beyer�s seventh-grade Life Science class
recently designed and created �cell pizzas.� Each pizza contained parts of a cell
represented by different types of food. In the pizza shown above, parts repre-
sented are the cell membrane, cytoplasm, lysosome, nucleus, nucleolus and
mitochondria. Displaying their pizza, pictured left to right, are: Caroline Webb,
Sonali Phatak, Sarah Konzelman, and Stephanie Katz.

Kiwanis Announces Luminary Sale Dates
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Kiwanis Club will hold its sale of luminar-

ies at the Fanwood Municipal Garage on Saturday, December 21, and
Sunday, December 22, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., with a special sale date of
Wednesday, December 24, from 1 to 3 p.m. (sharp).

The sale of luminaries is now the organization�s main fundraiser. All
proceeds from the sale helps the Kiwanis Club support local libraries,
scholarships and individual cases of need, among other causes.

Luminaria is the placement of a candle in a paper bag, weighted down
with a cupful of sand, every three to four feet, customarily at the curb and
up the driveway or front walk.

The candles are lit at 5:30 p.m. on Christmas Eve, with a rain date of
Christmas night. They are then allowed to burn through the night.

Interested individuals may stop at the Fanwood Garage or call Lumi-
nary Chairman Bob Shannon at (908) 322-3960.

Scotch Plains P.B.A.
Holding Toy Drive

The members of the Scotch Plains
Policeman�s Benevolent Association
(P.B.A.) have kicked off their third
annual �Happy Holidays for the Chil-
dren� toy drive. Last year, over $2,000
in games and toys were donated to
their toy drive.

These gifts were placed in baskets
and distributed to churches and reli-
gious organizations throughout the com-
munity, a spokesman for the drive said.

New toys and games are needed
for this year�s drive to be a success.
All donations may be dropped off at
the Scotch Plains Police Department,
in the lobby, where a special barrel
has been placed. The cut-off date for
donations will be Thursday, Decem-
ber 18. This will allow for distribu-
tion for the holiday season.

Fore more information, please call
us (908) 322-7100.

discovered that a 1984 Board of Ad-
justment mandate that U-Haul im-
prove the site had not been satisfied.
U-Haul�s $3,500 bond for the work
has been languishing with the town-
ship since that time.

U-Haul has now agreed to pave the
site, install curbing, create an island
and provide landscaping before mov-
ing ahead with the gas tank.

Mr. Barth noted there was no pub-
lic objection to the measure.

The board said it will have a
reorganizational meeting for the
new year on Thursday, January 8.
The first regular meeting of the
year will be on the following Thurs-
day, January 15.

Local Soccer School
May Be Located

At Former Warehouse
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Township Council Moves
Ahead to Upgrade Sewers

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Support Offered to Those
Coping With Breast Cancer
Pathways, a local non-profit pro-

gram which provides breast cancer
resources, offers a variety of free,
professionally-led support groups for
breast cancer survivors and those who
care about them.

A group for women, who have been
recently diagnosed and/or are currently
in treatment, is offered on Tuesday
afternoons. The group covers topics
such as communicating with the health-
care system, coping strategies and is-
sues involving families and friends.

It is facilitated by Marilyn Legato
and Karen Searle, both registered
nurses. The group meets on Decem-
ber 16.

A group for women who have com-
pleted treatment is offered on Thurs-
day afternoons and provides the op-
portunity for women to offer support
to one another and to address com-
mon concerns which may arise when
treatment is complete.

Mary Hill, a registered nurse, and
Kay English, are the facilitators. This
group meets today, December 11,
and also on December 18.

There is an evening group on
Wednesdays which offers women at
any stage of their recovery from breast
cancer an environment in which to
share resources and ways of coping.
It is facilitated by Cynthia Weaver
and Ava Schlesinger, and meets on
December 17.

On alternate Wednesday mornings,
there is a group for women who have
recurrent breast cancer, with facili-
tator Debbie Haupt-Saltzman. This
group also meets on December 17.

Pathways offers a group for women
and their partners on the last Wednes-
day of every month, during which
participants have an opportunity to
discuss and deal with issues which
affect one or both partners. The group,
with facilitator Bob Farina, will meet
in January.

Meetings are held at one of Path-
ways� three sponsoring agencies, in-

cluding Overlook Hospital, the Re-
source Center for Women and the
Summit YWCA.

Please call (908) 277-3663 to reg-
ister or for more information.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3
� Ciejea Jackson, 19, of Plainfield

was charged with disorderly conduct,
authorities said, after she allegedly in-
terfered with a police officer on Midway
Avenue during the latter�s investigation
of a threatening telephone call. Jackson
was issued a summons.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8
� Police reported that a one-way street

sign was missing from a pole at the inter-
section of South Avenue and Old South
Avenue.

SCOTCH PLAINS
POLICE BLOTTER

FANWOOD
POLICE BLOTTER

Guidelines Offered to Help
Reduce Credit Card Costs

Credit card bills have recently become
even more expensive for some people as
a result of new industry trends, according
to Rutgers Cooperative Extension of
Union County.

Some credit card companies now pe-
nalize consumers who pay their bills in
full, while other creditors are now re-
viewing consumers� credit files periodi-
cally and raising finance charges when
they see an increase in total debt, Rutgers
Cooperative Extension maintained.

A third trend is creditors who are
encouraging consumers to pay less each
month. Obviously, the lower a consumer�s
monthly payment, the more creditors earn.

Credit experts have offered the fol-
lowing tips to help customers deal with
new penalty fees, computer-driven credit
checks, and reduced minimum payments:

1. Try to pay your balance in full each
month. About 36 percent of cardholders
do that today, up from 29 percent five
years ago. If it isn�t possible to erase your
entire balance, send in more than the
monthly minimum, e.g., an extra $10 to
$25.

2. Complain if you get hit with an
unjustified penalty. It costs credit card
companies up to $150 to attract a good
customer, so you may have more lever-
age than you think. Many creditors will
reverse their charges upon request if
customers complain.

3. Negotiate a discount from lenders.
Many credit card issuers will reduce
annual fees and/or interest rates upon
request. If you have other credit cards or
pre-approved card offers, threaten to
switch to another issuer unless your re-
quest is honored.

4. Limit your debt. Restrict your unse-
cured debt total to no more than 15
percent of your net pay. Anything higher
is a �red flag� for lenders and a handy
excuse to raise your interest rate.

5. Maintain as few credit cards as
possible to avoid appearing �credit heavy�
to current and future creditors. Also be-
ware of applying for too many credit lines
at the same time. Multiple inquiries are
another �red flag� and could be viewed
as evidence of undisciplined borrowing.

This MONEY 2000 message is spon-
sored by Rutgers Cooperative Extension.
MONEY 2000 is a program designed to
increase the financial well-being of New
Jersey residents through increased sav-
ings and reduced household debt.

For further information about MONEY
2000 and other educational programs,
please call the Rutgers Cooperative Ex-
tension office at (908) 654-9854.

Rutgers Cooperative Extension pro-
vides information and educational ser-
vices to all people without regard to sex,
race, color, national origin, disability or
handicap, or age.

Congressman Franks Cited
As �Friend of the Taxpayer�
Congressman Bob Franks, who repre-

sents the Seventh District including
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside, was recently presented
with the 1997 Americans for Tax Reform
(ATR) �Friend of the Taxpayer� Award
by ATR President Grover G. Norquist at
a ceremony in Washington, D.C.

�Today we recognize the accomplish-
ments of a Congress that has made tre-
mendous achievements in the promotion
and protection of taxpayer rights,� said
Mr. Norquist.

�Representative Bob Franks has
proven to the people of New Jersey that
his record affirms him to be a leader in
the fight to lower taxes, increase per-
sonal responsibility, and return power
and money to localities where it is more
effectively and efficiently spent,� he con-
tinued.

�While many members prove them-
selves to be consistent advocates of spe-
cific issues, Representative Franks has
served the nation well by voting on a

wide range of issues that affect the Ameri-
can taxpayer daily,� Mr. Norquist added.

�From signing the taxpayer protec-
tion pledge, to supporting the balanced
budget amendment, to the super-ma-
jority requirement to raise taxes, Rep-
resentative Franks deserves recogni-
tion and a moment of thanks on behalf
of hardworking Americans,� he con-
cluded.

This year�s awards are the first break-
down of the 104th Congress elected in
1994 from the tax reform perspective.
This year�s results are an improvement
over the previous Congress for taxpayers
concerned with balancing the budget,
reducing government spending, and re-
turning power back to the people, accord-
ing to an ATR.

ATR is a coalition of individuals, tax-
payer groups and businesses concerned
with federal tax policy, spending reduc-
tion, a balanced budget amendment and
restoring accountability to elected offi-
cials.

and-a-half hours Tuesday in an effort
to agree on planned improvements to
the street. Last week, officials said
there were violations connected with
two vacant lots in the area.

A Waverly Place resident que-
ried the council about a proposed
elderly housing development in
the township called Broadway As-
sociates. A Westfield attorney,
James A. Flynn, is a partner in the
project and he appeared before
the council earlier this year to
outline the plans. Township offi-
cials said attorneys would have
an update about the proposals next
week.

On other matters, the council

agreed to join a Union County Utili-
ties Authority schedule to recycle
metal waste for electronic
remanufacturing once a year.

Councilman Martin Marks intro-
duced a resolution urging state legis-
lators to include public parks and
recreation facilities in a tough Drug
Free School Zones law that auto-
matically doubles fines and jail sen-
tences for offenders within 1,000 feet
of schools.

With unanimous support from the
council, Councilman Marks said,
�I�m glad to see everyone falling in
line behind a worthwhile resolution.
There is no penalty severe enough in
this kind of situation.�


