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CLARKE, BAKER TAKE TOP HONORS

Devils and Raiders Rule
All-County Gymnastics

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield High School and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School dominated
when it came to listing names on the All-
Union County Gymnastics List. Heading
the list were Blue Devil senior Megan
Clarke and Raider senior Liz Baker.

Clarke had the highest all-around score,
totaling a personal best 34.35, made first-
team in the vault and balance beam, and
was named second team on the uneven bars
and in the floor exercises. Clarke totaled
8.675 in the vault, an 8.64 on the beam, a
7.59 on the bars and an 8.37 on the floor.

Baker had the second-highest total in
the all-around at 33.75 to be named first
team in every category except the vault
which she was named as second team.
Baker made first team on the bars at 8.20,
the beam at 8.36 and the floor at 8.6, and
made second team on the vault at 8.31.

Raiders Stacy Welsh and Diana
Mendez, along with Blue Devil Diana
Shineman, rounded off the first team in
the all-around with totals of 33.18, 32.9
and 32.5, respectively.

Mendez also made first team in the
vault, the bars and the floor, while mak-
ing second team in the beam. Welsh was
first team on the floor and the beam and
second team on the bars. Shineman was

first team on the bars and second team in
the vault, the beam and the floor.

Raiders Rachel Eannucci and Diana
Filo made second team in the all-around,
as well as Melanie Mitchell of Union
Catholic.

Eannucci was second team in the bars,
vault and the beam while Filo was second
team on the floor and the bars. Mitchell
was first team on the bars and second
team in the vault, the beam and the floor.

Kristen Mack of the Blue Devils was
named first team on the beam and the
vault and second team on the floor. Tara
Clarke made first team in the vault; Allison
Checchio made second-team on the bars
and on the beam, while Amy Seligman
was named second team on the bars.

Blue Devil Laurie Hogan, who turned
in team season-high scores of 9.15 in the
vault, 9.2 in the unevens, 9.15 on the
floor exercises and 35.35 in the all-around,
was injured most of the season and did
not have enough meets to be considered
for first or second team. Hogan did place
first in the all-around at the Raider Invi-
tational Tournament.

Melissa Kenyon and Diana Zaleski of
the Raiders were named as Honorable
Mentions. Both the Raiders and the Blue
Devils had well-rounded teams and suc-
cessful seasons.

Three incompletions and a sack of
Williams at the 24 by Joe Izbicki stopped
the Raider advance. Less than a minute
later, the half ended.

Despite losing a scoring opportunity
in the first half, the Raiders got new life
in the third quarter when Jovann Clarke
scooped up a Farmer fumble and cruised
into the end zone for a touchdown.
Baumwoll added the extra point and the
score was tied, 7-7.

Shortly afterwards, Don Patterson
snatched a Farmer pass at the Union 41,
and things appeared bright for the Raid-
ers. After marching to the 29, hopes dark-
ened when the Raiders started
backpeddling with a clipping penalty and
an eight-yard sack of Williams. The lights

went out when Farmer Dazahan Smith
blocked a defender into Baumwoll’s punt
and recovered it at the Raider 41.

The Farmers then plowed for the go-
ahead touchdown. Knox gobbled up 17
yards in three carries; Calhoun squeezed
one yard, then Yawnick cut left for an 18-
yard touchdown with 10:34 left in the
game. Lowe, the place-kick holder, scam-
pered into the end zone for the two-point
conversion on a broken play. Union took
the lead, 15-7.

With the momentum now with the Farm-
ers late in the fourth quarter, Lowe added
the finishing touch when he hooked 14
yards for the touchdown. Calhoun kicked
the extra point and Union came up with a
22-7 victory. Union finished its season at
7-3 and the Raiders finished at 6-4.
Union 0 7 0 15 22
Scotch Plns-Fnwd 0 0 7   0 7

Watchung Scores:
MX Shabazz 38, Irvington 6
Kearny 32, Newark East Side 8

Linden 14   7  0 6 27
Rahway   0   0  6 0 6

Cranford   6   0  0 6 12
Elizabeth   7 21  8 0 36

Plainfield   0   7  0 0 7
Westfield   7   9  6 0 22

** WATCHUNG CONFERENCE:
AMERICAN DIVISION:

TEAM W L
Elizabeth 9 1
Plainfield 8 2
Kearny 7 2
Union 7 3
Irvington 2 7
Newark East Side 0 9

NATIONAL DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Westfield 6 3
Scotch Plains 6 4
Linden 5 4
Cranford 4 5
Shabazz 2 6
Rahway 1 8
** Includes all games played, in-
cluding playoffs

Raiders’ Hopes Get Blocked;
Farmers Take a ‘Lowe’ Road

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13 run by Hawks gave the Blue Devils a first
down on the 23. A few plays later,
Baykowski hit complete to Perez at the
47 of Plainfield. Carries by Osborne and
Hawks earned another first down at the
37. Osborne moved the ball to the 27 for
another first down, but the drive eventu-
ally ended at the 24.

The Cardinals were ready to soar.
Kennedy fired complete to Kyle Dunn,
who moved the ball across midfield to
the 44. Kennedy fired the ball toward
the end zone, but Hawks swooped
down and grabbed the ball with his
talons at the seven.

Only 1:54 remained in the game, shouts
of “napalm, napalm” bellowed from the
Blue Devil sidelines, and the Cardinals
were suffering from the fallout.

Baykowski had to kick from the end
zone; the punt sailed to midfield and was
returned to the 16. With just :38 remain-
ing, Lee pulled off a bit of legerdemain
(sleight of hand). The Cardinal receiver
caught the ball in heavy traffic at the goal
line; however, before he fell into the end
zone, in all the confusion, Lee came up
with the ball.

After the game, several reporters gath-
ered Blue Devil Head Football Coach Ed
Tranchina and Jason Osborne to extract
their comments.

“Jason is our senior Tri-Captain, and
he had an unbelievable game and an
unbelievable senior year. He is a great

football player and a great young man,”
commented Tranchina.

Osborne was asked to express his feel-
ings. Osborne answered, “Feels great.
We turned the program around. We want
to keep it going next year.”

When asked about the pre-game talk
about Plainfield’s high-ranking, Osborne
said, “We knew we could play with them.
They were about the same as Union or
Elizabeth and we played well against
both of those teams.” Osborne added,
“One of the key factors was definitely
blocking up front. Some of the holes just
opened up and we went through them.”

Tranchina was asked if Plainfield may
have been looking ahead to Elizabeth in
the playoffs. Tranchina responded, “Oh
yes, they would have to. They had three
days to prepare for us. We had a week and
a half. That’s always tough with the play-
offs. If they had their choice, they would
rather win next Saturday and lose today,
if they had to lose one of these games.”

The great victory in front of the very
large Westfield crowd improved the Blue
Devils’ record to 6-3 and complemented
a fantastic turnaround of a football pro-
gram, which was 1-8 just one year before.
A very enthusiastic and smiling Gary
Kehler ran out to congratulate Tranchina
before he entered the field house at Gary
Kehler Stadium.
Plainfield 0 7 0 0 7
Westfield 7 9 6 0 22
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Blue Devils Fly Like Eagles;
Feast on the Cardinals, 22-7

into a tackle game throughout the re-
mainder of the first half. Katie Egan
swept right and was tackled out of bounds
at the 48. Kathryn Heinz was thrown for
a seven-yard loss.

As the quarter ended, senior coach
Rasheed Hawks was benignly question-
ing the calls of the referees. Seconds
later, Vicki Nusse blasted through the
right side for a first down at the 46. Next,
the seniors pulled off a razzle-dazzle
double reverse, but the junior defense
read the play perfectly and crunched
Egan for a five-yard loss. A few plays
later, the juniors took over possession
on the senior 45.

The decisive play of the afternoon was
about to take place. The entire junior line
set up to the left of the ball hiker, Shutts
received the pitchout from the quarter-
back, then shot 45 yards down the right
sideline for a touchdown. Referee
Brewster flicked a flag into the air and
penalized the juniors for excessive cel-
ebrating in the end zone.

A pass attempt for the conversion
failed and with 7:15 left in the half, the
juniors led, 6-0. The penalty was tacked
onto the kickoff.

Wagner received the kickoff and
moved to the 45. Efforts by Wagner,
Sage Stefiuk and Nusse were not enough
to dent the junior defensive wall led by
Sara Carpenter on this series, and time
ran out in the first half.

Egan attempted an onsides kick for the
seniors to start the second half. The ball
did not roll far enough, and the juniors
were awarded the football on the senior
46-yard line. Alert defense by the seniors

led by Kitt Simons allowed the seniors to
go on the offense.

Another trick play by Wagner and a
explosive run from Nusse, which took
out half of the spectators on the side-
lines, gave the seniors good field posi-
tion on the junior 33. Two plays later,
junior Liza Yannuzzi recovered a
fumble on the 40.

The senior defense tightened up and
shoved the juniors backwards to a fourth-
and-19 situation. The juniors needed
some magic and decided to use the ser-
vices of their miracle worker Shutts;
however, senior Suzanne Vinegra was
onto the juniors’ tricks and stopped
Shutts in her tracks.

Senior Katie Bertelson grabbed a pass
on the juniors’ 20-yard line, but the
junior defense held. Moments later,
Yannuzzi made a cagey snag of a pass
and moved the ball to the senior 45.
Now, a great defensive crunch made by
prom queen Christina Ho forced the
juniors to punt.

Sage Stefiuk received the punt at the
junior 43. On first down, the seniors
attempted a highly-illegal trick play. Ja-
son Osborne, disguised as a woman,
zapped around the right side for a huge
gain, but the charade was foiled by the
alert refereeing staff.

Junior Liz Winberry made a fine fumble
recovery to quell any senior scoring threat.
Afterwards, time eventually ran out and
the juniors’ 6-0 lead held up. A jubilant
horde of juniors did a partial victory lap
to please the fans.
“PP” Juniors 0 6 0 0 6
“PP” Seniors 0 0 0 0 0
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Junior Girls Stun Seniors;
Claim Powder Puff Title

Open Sundays 11am-5pm
 Now thru Christmas

The Town Book Store
908 233-3535

255 East Broad Street � Westfield, New Jersey

Super Sale Sundays

20%
December 7, 14 & 21

10am-5pm

  OFF
 ALL HARDCOVERS

In Stock & Special
Order From Our

Distributors
Extended Holiday Hours

 Monday-Saturday 9am-8pm � Sundays 10am-5pm

BOOK
SIGNING
December 7th

12 to 2pm

Harriet May Savitz
author of

�Growing up
at 62�

Barb and Chuck Timko invite you to come see our

Timko Trees
Fresh, Fragrant Balsam Fir

CHRISTMAS TREES

Straight from our farm in Maine

Wreaths � Grave Covers

Starting from $19.95

Route 22 West, Scotch Plains
(In the BOWCRAFT Parking Lot)

Monday-Friday: 2pm to 9pm
Saturday: 10am to 9pm � Sunday: 12pm to 9pm

ELECTRICIAN

S. Swenson & Sons, Inc.
Est. 1928

908-276-9000
NJ Lic. No. 4309

Still Time Before Christmas To Make Those Last
Minute Upgrades and Repairs

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times

SLICK PLAY…Raider Maurice
Dockery breaks loose to the Farmer
11-yard line on a slick double reverse.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING THE KICKOFF…Raider junior Joe Franzone, No. 5, picks up
the kickoff and heads upfield in the second quarter. La’Marr McDaniel, No. 30,
and Delmar Patterson, No. 1, prepare to assist in the blocking.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRUNCHING THE CARDS…Blue Devil juniors Gabe Perez, No. 81, Brandon
Doerr, No. 15, and Kyle Martinowich, No. 75, crunch the Cardinal advance for
no gain. Westfield High School crushed the 13th-ranked Cardinals, 22-7.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POWDER ‘PUNCH’ GAME…Westfield High School senior Katie Egan, left,
received a hearty thump from an aggressive junior linebacker during the
Powder Puff Game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE JUBILANT JUNIORS…The victorious junior girls do a semi-lap around
the football field after defeating the senior girls, 6-0, in the Powder Puff Game.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER…Westfield High School senior Diana Shineman
received a trophy from Booster Club President Bob Roguso during the Gymnas-
tics Team dinner on November 18 for being selected Most Valuable Player.
Shineman, who was the team Captain, had an outstanding season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLE OF THE CLASSES…Girls from the junior class clash with girls from
the senior class during the Powder Puff Football Game on November 26.

JON M. BRAMNICK
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

322-7000

• Personal Injury Law
• Negligence

• Legal Issues Relating to
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Admitted to N.J., N.Y. & Florida Bar


