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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
WALKING TOGETHER...A walk was held on June 2 in Nomahegan Park in Cranford, to celebrate, not mourn, the life of
George Floyd, according to the organizers of the walk. The leaders of the walk said, "We need peace and unity between police
and our communities. This is how we show it!" At 5:30 p.m., the hundreds of walkers knelt in the open field for nine minutes
of silence to remember not only George Floyd, but all others who have died at the hands of police brutality.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
ALL AGES...Adults, children, teens and seniors of all colors joined the walk in
memory of George Floyd on Tuesday evening  in Cranford. People carried signs
and chanted, "Say my name, I can't breathe, and Black lives matter.”

Local Districts See
Huge Drop In Aid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

STATE — Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Cranford, all
K-12 districts, will lose hundreds
of thousands of dollars in school
aid from what was originally an-
nounced in Governor Phil
Murphy’s budget for the 2020-2021
school year.

The Murphy administration last
week announced that school-aid
figures for 2020-2021 school bud-
gets would be slashed by $335
million statewide due to plummet-
ing state revenues caused by the
COVID-19 coronavirus shutdown.
The new figure of $8,680,457,745
represents an increase of
$3,574,960 over last year, accord-
ing to figures released by the New
Jersey Department of Education.

Based on new school-aid num-
bers,  Westfield wil l  receive
$4,511,489,  a reduction of
$494,219 below what was origi-
nally announced in the Governor’s
budget address in February. The
2020-2021 aid is $230,215, or 5.4
percent over the $4,281,274 re-
ceived for the 2019-2020 school
year.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood saw its
aid drop from $4,652,162 to
$4,212,288, a decline of $439,874.
According to the Department of
Education, that amount is $204,901
or 5.1 percent over last year’s aid
of $4,007,387.

Cranford has been awarded
$2,947,756, an amount that is
$229,173 below what was previ-
ously announced, but 3.8 percent
or $106,753 over the 2019-2020
aid figure of $2,841,003.

Garwood’s aid was cut by almost
$20,000 to $533,337. Overall, the
amount is $9,363 or 1.8 percent
over last year’s figure of $523,974.

Mountainside’s new figure is
$881,149, an amount that is a re-
duction of $85,535 from the ear-
lier aid numbers. The final amount
of $39,843, or 4.7 percent over last
year, according to the Department
of Education.

The Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools Board of Edu-
cation saw its aid slashed by
$955,529 to $10,879,492, as the
district was to have received
$11,835,421. The new figure is
$445,287, or 4.3 percent over last
year.

Westfield Summer Camp
Program Still Up In the Air

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — While it is still
unclear if the state will actually per-
mit summer camp programs to open
next month, Recreation Director Don
Bogardus cautioned that, “if we have
camp, it’s not going to resemble any-
thing we’ve had before.”

At the recreation commission’s
meeting on Monday, the bulk of the
discussion focused on the summer
camp programs and how they would
be structured and where they would
be held if state officials allow them to
operate as part of the reopening pro-
cess. With schools closed at least
through the summer, it would be prob-
lematic to use school property for any
summer camp activities, Board of
Education President Peggy Oster
noted, given that access to the schools’
restrooms would be necessary for
campers and staff. No students are

permitted inside school buildings, she
said.

Recreation commission member
Ruth Maloney said the idea of using
port-a-potties had been raised, but
that, “Westfield parents are probably
not going to be happy about that.”
She said that using Tamaques and
Memorial Parks could be an option
since restrooms there are open.

Besides location, the main concern
for commission members was how to
maintain social distancing for elemen-
tary-school-age children. That is “go-
ing to be a chore for us,” Mr. Bogardus
said. “Kids want to do things to-
gether.” He said the challenge will be
“how to work that out.” He added that
it is likely that, if camps are held, the
number of participants will probably
be limited.

Ms. Maloney said the commission
is “hoping to have camp,” and noted
that after having their children at home

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
REMEMBERING LIVES LOST...A sign posted on the fence of the memorial
to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. commemorates George Floyd, who died last
week in Minneapolis, Minn., after a police officer applied his knee to his neck
for nine minutes, and Ahmaud Arbery, who was shot and killed while jogging
in a neighborhood outside Brunswick, Ga., in February. Please see editorial on
Page 4.

Garwood Passes Amended
Municipal Spending Plan

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil last Thursday unanimously passed
an $8,496,149 municipal budget upon
its second reading and public hear-
ing. A total of $6,208,177 will be
raised in municipal property taxes.

Overall spending has been reduced
$157,068, with the amount to be raised
in taxes cut $113,068 since the bud-
get was first introduced in March,
according to a budget amendment
published in The Westfield Leader on
May 7. Last year’s tax levy was
$6,060,232.

A borough homeowner will pay an
average of $3,369 in municipal taxes,
an increase of $80.31 over last year,
according to the user-friendly budget
document on the borough’s website.

The budget was re-introduced in
April to include additional revisions
to help residents after reports of eco-
nomic difficulties from COVID-19,
borough officials said.

In late April, when the budget was
passed upon its first reading, it was
noted that there was no municipal
increase for Garwood. The budget

was reported by Councilman Marc
Lazarow to contain no municipal in-
creases and had been reworked sev-
eral times to be able to help residents
economically. In prior months it was
said that there would have been an
increase.

Councilman Lazarow noted that
although many borough employees
had worked hard to serve Garwood’s
citizens and indeed were deserving of
a cost-of-living raise, salaries re-
mained flat for all non-union employ-
ees to accommodate the budget. Sala-
ries and wages total $3,100,157, ac-
cording to the budget amendment.

Councilman Lazarow stated that
the finance committee went through
the budget “line by line” to make
necessary adjustments. He noted that
the committee was cognizant of the
fact that so many in the state and
borough had lost their jobs because
of COVID-19.

He also noted that the purchase of
two borough trucks was put on hold
to help keep the budget flat. It was
reported that capital improvements
had been decreased by half as it went

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Mountainside Council Opts
To Keep Pool Closed

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council unanimously voted Tuesday
night to allow restaurants to offer
outdoor dining when Governor Phil
Murphy’s office lifts the current re-
striction due to the COVID-19
coronavirus pandemic. Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said the governor has indi-
cated that will happen around Mon-
day, June 15, but nothing is finalized
yet. Bovella’s Bakery Café, Echo Tap
and Grille, Mosaico and Spanish Tav-
ern, all located on Route 22, have
already expressed interest in seated
outdoor service.

The council also unanimously voted
to keep the Mountainside Commu-
nity Pool closed for the 2020 season.
While not an official resolution yet,
the opinion seems unlikely to change
in the near future. Council President
and Recreation Committee member
Keith Turner said there were a lot of
considerations, but that the health and
safety of the staff and residents is a
top priority, which would be “a diffi-
cult accomplishment” if the pool was
opened. Recreation Director Frank
Masella said he expects pools to be
limited to a 25- to 50-percent capac-
ity if allowed to open, but there have
been no directives or ideas on how

people, especially children, could
socially distance in a community pool.

There is some speculation that com-
munity pools may be allowed to open
between mid-July and early August,
but the governor’s office has not indi-
cated any specific date. This uncer-
tainty, coupled with unknown capac-
ity allotments, would make opening
the pool “almost cost prohibitive,”
said Mr. Turner. He added that the
pool is already “behind financially”
due to many residents waiting to join
and others who previously signed up
for the season already asking for re-
funds.

Mr. Turner also said it would be
unfair to keep the employees of the
pool “on hold” while the borough
awaits details, or if the borough is
only able to provide a few weeks of
employment. Another part to the fi-
nancial difficulties is that the pool
would have to keep a full staff on at all
times, even if it is only at 25 to 50
percent capacity. This is due to regu-
lations that require staff based on the
size of the facility, not the amount of
people allowed in at one time.

Councilman Rene Dierkes was con-
cerned that closing the pool could
hurt it in the future if residents find
other places to spend their time. Mr.

since mid-March, parents “could use
a camp.” She expressed hope that
something can be provided for chil-
dren, although she said she is “not
sure what that’s going to be.” One
alternative she put forth is what she
called “camp in a box,” which would
include various daily activities that
children could do at home.

For now, though, “we’re in a hold-
ing pattern,” Mr. Bogardus said, wait-
ing for summer to start and waiting
for further guidance from the
governor’s office.

A similar situation also is being
faced when it comes to opening Me-
morial Pool for the summer. Com-
mission Chairman Gary Fox said on
Monday that “the pool is ready to
open” once the state issues guidelines
pertaining to swim club facilities.

Mr. Bogardus also announced at
Monday’s meeting that outside exer-
cise and fitness groups and personal
trainers will be permitted to use town
parks and fields. Permits will still be
required, he said, although fees will
be waived, given the expected brief
period of time that outdoor classes
will need to be held in the parks. goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Bd. of Health Preps For
Fall Response to Covid
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By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — New Covid-19
cases in New Jersey are “hovering
around” 1,000 per day, announced
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment Director Megan Avallone at
Monday’s Westfield Board of Health
meeting. During the pandemic’s ini-
tial outbreak, new cases in New Jer-
sey peaked at more than 4,500 posi-
tive cases daily.

Governor Phil Murphy has estab-
lished New Jersey will enter phase 2
of the reopening as of Saturday, June
6, with the stay-at-home order offi-
cially lifted, Ms. Avallone said.

Currently, 5 percent of all those
tested in New Jersey are testing posi-
tive for Covid-19, she said. However,
during the recent peak, over 60 per-
cent of all tests were coming back
positive. New Jersey is second in the
United States for most tests.

“We (Westfield Regional Health
Department) are not taking a break
this summer. We are using the sum-
mer weeks to prepare for the fall,”
Ms. Avallone said.

The substantial decrease in Covid-
positive cases is allowing local and
Union County contact tracers to stay
in touch with positive individuals from
the initial 24 hours, Ms. Avallone
said. During the first outbreak, not
enough contact tracers were employed
throughout New Jersey to deal with
the positive case influx.

She said contact tracers will con-
tact positive individuals who are as-
ymptomatic or symptomatic. The trac-
ers will begin tracing who else the
positive individual has spent time with

over a specific period who could have
subsequently contracted the
coronavirus.

Ms. Avallone said tracing remains
a formidable way to mitigate further
disease spreading.

Board President Dr. Lawrence
Budnick said the technology support-
ing both local and statewide health
department efforts has efficiently ex-
panded. He said New Jersey is imple-
menting post-positive case feedback.
Case feedback allows the state to
collect information on recovery
timelines and strategize response ef-
forts utilizing other useful data.

Board member Dr. Steven Gorelick
asked Ms. Avallone to address the
prevailing assumption that “summer
months or warm weather will create a
lull in (Covid) case numbers.”

The health director responded that
independent behavior and shared re-
sponsibility is essential to keep case
numbers low throughout the summer
and the fall months.

Fewer cases does not mean the
virus is naturally eliminated, she said,
noting that at any given time, Covid
can begin to spread or increase, but
the initial wave could be more as-
ymptomatic than not.

“I was in a store and saw someone
lift the mask to sneeze. I don’t believe
it was on purpose; just a subcon-
scious reaction,” Ms. Avallone said,
describing personal actions which can
spread the virus.

She said people often feel they
should wear a mask, but then the
mask will be “left around the neck or
the mask will only cover the mouth,”
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Veterans Honored at Fairview Cemetery
WESTFIELD — In keeping with

long standing Memorial Day
tradition, the fallen heroes buried
at Fairview Cemetery were
remembered with the placement of
a flag at their final resting place.
Every spring members of the
American Legion Post 3, along with
the VFW, Knights of Columbus and
local Scout troops, volunteer their
time to place the flags in honor of

the men and women who have paid
the ultimate sacrifice while serving
the U.S. military. The flags will
remain in place through the Fourth
of July. The public is invited to
walk the grounds and pay tribute to
those who have served and
sacrificed for the country. Fairview
Cemetery, located at 1100 East
Broad Street, Westfield, is open to
the public from dusk until dawn.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
OPEN FOR THE SEASON...Families embark on a canoe ride from the Cranford
Canoe Club on the Rahway River during the opening of the club for the summer
on Saturday.

Lauren S. Barr for The Westfield Leader
ALL BOARDED UP...The Warby Parker store in downtown Westfield was
boarded up this week. A phone call to the Westfield location offered an automated
message saying "all Warby Parker locations will be closed until it is responsible
to reopen." An email inquiry as to why the store was boarded up was not answered
as of press time.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
COLLECTING FOOD FOR FRIENDS...A fourth huge food drive was held this
past Friday in support of the Rahway Food for Friends Pantry and Soup Kitchen
that included several area towns and drop-off locations. Pictured collecting goods
on Otisco Drive in Westfield is Union County Freeholder Kim Palmieri-Mouded
in front of a Harmony Design Group collection van.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Pool
Masella said surrounding towns are
all in a similar situation. He noted that
nearby Springfield has joined 30 per-
cent of pools across the country that
have already decided to close for the
season.

Another summer tradition is on
hold. Mountainside’s annual Fourth
of July Fireworks event currently is
postponed, as the governor has pro-
hibited them. Mr. Dierkes asked if
there was a way to limit the number of
spectators or set social-distancing
guidelines so the celebration could
still take place, if the governor de-
cides to lift the restrictions before
Saturday, July 4. Mayor Mirabelli
said it would not be fair to keep resi-
dents out of the event and social dis-
tancing would be hard to enforce.
Department of Public Works fore-
man Matthew Deanna added that
Union County has already cancelled
fireworks displays in county parks,
and if Mountainside was to proceed
with its own, attendance would likely
greatly increase, further complicat-
ing any restrictions. Mayor Mirabelli
said he hopes to be able to set the
fireworks off in September.

In other business, county taxes are
down in the borough $288,000, said
Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode.
The county released its budget after
the borough passed its spending plan.
Therefore, Ms. Goode’s office will
adjust resident tax bills to reflect the
decrease for the third and fourth quar-
ters.

The next meeting of the borough
council will be on Tuesday, June 16.

from a $150,000 line item to a $75,000
line item. It additionally was noted
that some social programs also were
being cut due to social distancing.

In other business, a COVID-19 re-
port and update for Garwood was
given by Mayor Sara Tadisco. In her
report, the mayor said that since March
there were 43 positive COVID-19
cases reported in the borough, with
two more cases reported since the
beginning of May. She also stated
that two residents had lost their lives
because of the virus.

Mayor Todisco urged residents to
continue to practice social distancing
and to always wear a mask when out
in public. She also informed resi-
dents that the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders had donated
masks to all 21 municipalities and
that Garwood was the recipient of
700 masks.  She urged residents to
contact the municipal building if they
need to obtain a mask if they could
not obtain one elsewhere.

The mayor thanked all frontline
workers and gave out her cell phone
number for residents to call if they
need help or wish to ask a question.
That number is (908) 377-7890. She
noted that residents also could reach
her at stadisco@garwood.org.

 The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, June 11, at 7:15
p.m. To participate in the meeting,
residents need to call (908) 219-8780.
When prompted for a conference
number, use 07027 followed by #.
The password is 4030 followed by #.
Residents can use a cell phone or
their landline. It is recommended that
participants call by 7 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Panel to Conduct 10 Year
Review FW PD’s Use of Force

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr reflected during Monday’s meet-
ing of the governing body on George
Floyd’s “senseless murder,” perpe-
trated last week by Minneapolis, Minn.
police officer Derek Chauvin. The trag-
edy was discussed during the same
evening as Councilman Anthony
Carter, who chairs Fanwood’s Police
Committee, acknowledged members
of the Fanwood Police Department
who received Awards of Excellence.

“Upset, horrified, disgusted, and
scared,” said Mayor Mahr, describing
her personal feelings towards the ac-
tions of Chauvin, who has since been
fired and now faces charges in Mr.
Floyd’s death.

The recent protests have created “a
lot of pain” in every neighborhood
across the country, stated Mayor Mahr.

“People are just trying to make sense
because it doesn’t make sense,” she
said, describing police violence to-
wards people they are sworn to protect
and serve.

Councilman Carter stated that
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo
is fully onboard with the police com-
mittee reviewing “all instances of po-
lice force” in the last 10 years in
Fanwood during arrests and traffic
stops.

The councilman said he was inter-
ested in reviewing the department’s
stance on police force and practice of
force, both as a “member of the pub-
lic” and as police committee chair-
man.

“Some information will be re-
dacted; officer names will show, ac-
tions taken against the officer will
show, [and] internal affairs actions
will show,” Councilman Carter ex-
plained.

Councilman Carter said the police
committee’s review with Chief Trigo
was prompted by national events
coupled with assuring police depart-
ment compliance and appropriate pro-
cedure.

Specific or recent excessive-force
incidents involving the borough’s po-
lice department have not prompted the
inquiry, Councilman Carter stated. The
councilman emphasized the impor-
tance of community policing during
the hiring of a new police officer and
employee vetting discussions at the
last council meeting.

Community policing is a policing
policy, tactic and strategy where the
police department has positive and
frequent interactions with the commu-

nity. Councilman Carter said commu-
nity policing concepts include com-
munity outreach programs where po-
lice and residents interact, not just
during emergency scenarios or crimi-
nal investigations.

At Monday’s meeting, Councilman
Carter recognized seven Fanwood of-
ficers who received the Life Saving
Award for directly saving a resident’s
or non-resident’s life while on duty.

Life Saving Award recipients are
Sergeant Philip Ugone, Officer
Kathleen Case, Sergeant Mark
Gottlick, Officer Michael Rusin, Of-
ficer Tim Green, Officer Thomas
Chisholm and Officer Tyler Flowers.
Officer Elliot Bernard received a Let-
ter of Commendation.

Sergeant Gottlick, Officer Dan
Piccola, Officer Case and Officer Dan
Kranz received Exceptional Duty
Awards for going above and beyond
the call of duty.

On another matter, Mayor Mahr and
the council will review guidelines that
could permit residents to maintain
chickens and roosters as pets.

Fanwood resident Simoni Lovano
spoke during Monday’s meeting, pro-
viding insight on the facts and myths
related to raising chickens.

“I raised chickens growing up in
California since I was a little kid.
There is a lot little kids can learn
from raising chickens in terms of
responsibility and patience,” Mr.
Lovano said.

With proper weekly upkeep, chicken
coops will not emit odors, Mr. Lovano
said. He said chickens make substan-
tially less noise, both in frequency and
decibels, than other common house-
hold pets. Even when generating noise,
he explained that chickens produce
noise at substantially fewer decibels
than even a dog bark.

“There are no odors from a chicken
coop. They are very clean animals.
They do not require substantial open
land,” Mr. Lovano said.

Councilwoman Patricia Walsh asked
whether chickens pose more educa-
tional upside as pets or as active food
sources, to which Mr. Lovano stated
the answer is often both.

Mr. Lovano said chickens are “ex-
cellent therapy animals, companions
or pets” and that they harvest consum-
able eggs and chicken feces, which is
an effective garden fertilizer.

Mayor Mahr and the council said
they will consider a chicken-related
ordinance, which could impose spe-
cific guidelines and total count limits
per property, at upcoming meetings.

Consultant Hired to Help
Plan Schools Reopening

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — At
Thursday’s board of education meet-
ing, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Superintendent Dr. Joan Mast an-
nounced that Robert McGarry will
serve as the district’s new assistant
superintendent, overseeing school cur-
riculum, instruction and technology.
Currently, Mr. McGarry is the Holmdel
School District superintendent.

The district remains strategically
positioned to educate students both
virtually or in person come Septem-
ber, stated Dr. Mast at last week’s
meeting. During these uncertain times,
the district has adapted to virtual les-
sons, but all decisions will be made
based on further instruction from
Governor Phil Murphy’s office, Dr.
Mast revealed.

The superintendent said parents
who have not enrolled their children
in kindergarten for the 2020-2021
school year can still do so. The en-
rollment process can be completed
on the district website. Although un-
certainty remains, Dr. Mast said the
district is making preemptive plan-
ning decisions to ensure the educa-
tional process is as seamless as pos-
sible.

The board contracted with Dennis
VanNatta for consulting services. Mr.
VanNatta will assist the district with
protocols related to COVID-19 per-
taining to graduation, the “potential
reopening of school in September,”
and the pandemic plan, stated Busi-
ness Administrator Deborah S.
Saridaki. Also, Mr. VanNatta will as-

sist with safety and security protocols
in the district, at a rate of $55 per
hour, with an estimated maximum of
$5,500 through August, Ms. Saridaki
stated.

Dr. Mast stated that faculty and
students alike have remained com-
mitted to standing unified during such
difficult times. Inspiring video pack-
ages have been posted to the district
website, including the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood “Alma Mater” performed
remotely by the Park Middle School
Band, stated Dr. Mast. The Terrill
Middle School Band performed its
rendition of “In the Jungle” from The
Lion King.

School One staff posted pictures
featuring signs bearing the message
“Everything will be ok,” which have
been posted to both the district website
and YouTube, stated Dr. Mast. The
uplifting images are set to Bob
Marley’s song “Don’t Worry About a
Thing.”

She said each faculty member de-
signed their own sign, which puts
passion and heart into the message.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School student body, along with the
staff of Coles, Evergreen, McGinn
and Brunner Schools, have all cre-
ated their own videos.

Dr. Mast said the videos not only
keep the student body connected, but
connects students and faculty with
the greater community. Throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic, the board,
students and faculty have remained
committed to creating and finding
positivity during such pressing times,
she said.

Ms. Avallone said.
“It’s these types of things we need

to make ourselves aware are not best
practices,” Ms. Avallone said.

A police investigation has been
opened into a bag of dead roosters
that was located behind a vacant build-
ing on the 200 block of East Grove
Street, Westfield Police Department
Sergeant Michael Walsh confirmed
to The Westfield Leader.

Dr. Budnick inquired about the in-
cident, which was reported on March
14, during Monday’s health inspector
reports. Dr. Budnick referenced a
“theory” he heard suggesting the
roosters may be intertwined with “cult
activity.” However, Sgt. Walsh said
the theory has no validity to what has
been made public during the investi-
gation at this time.

Sgt. Walsh said the investigation
remains open, but the situation has
been contained solely to the incident
reported. Eight roosters were found
decomposing in a garbage bag be-
hind the building, Sgt. Walsh said.

“They had been there probably
about a week,” he said.

He said the Westfield Police De-
partment remains vigilant, but has
not witnessed any similar activity
before or since the reported incident.

Sgt. Walsh said the report did not
state how the roosters were killed or
the specific conditions besides de-
composition when found.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
GETTING A SLICE...A customer receives her pizza from Casa di Pizza in
Westfield last weekend.

Panel to Review 10 Years of
FW PD’s Use of Force

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr reflected during Monday’s meet-
ing of the governing body on George
Floyd’s “senseless murder,” perpe-
trated last week by Minneapolis, Minn.
police officer Derek Chauvin. The trag-
edy was discussed during the same
evening as Councilman Anthony
Carter, who chairs Fanwood’s Police
Committee, acknowledged members
of the Fanwood Police Department
who received Awards of Excellence.

“Upset, horrified, disgusted, and
scared,” said Mayor Mahr, describing
her personal feelings towards the ac-
tions of Chauvin, who has since been
fired and now faces charges in Mr.
Floyd’s death.

The recent protests have created “a
lot of pain” in every neighborhood
across the country, stated Mayor Mahr.

“People are just trying to make sense
because it doesn’t make sense,” she
said, describing police violence to-
wards people they are sworn to protect
and serve.

Councilman Carter stated that
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo
is fully onboard with the police com-
mittee reviewing “all instances of po-
lice force” in the last 10 years in
Fanwood during arrests and traffic
stops.

The councilman said he was inter-
ested in reviewing the department’s
stance on police force and practice of
force, both as a “member of the pub-
lic” and as police committee chair-
man.

“Some information will be redacted;
officer names will show, actions taken
against the officer will show, [and]
internal affairs actions will show,”
Councilman Carter explained.

Councilman Carter said the police
committee’s review with Chief Trigo
was prompted by national events
coupled with assuring police depart-
ment compliance and appropriate pro-
cedure.

Specific or recent excessive-force
incidents involving the borough’s po-
lice department have not prompted the
inquiry, Councilman Carter stated. The
councilman emphasized the impor-
tance of community policing during
the hiring of a new police officer and
employee vetting discussions at the
last council meeting.

Community policing is a policing
policy, tactic and strategy where the
police department has positive and
frequent interactions with the commu-
nity. Councilman Carter said commu-
nity policing concepts include com-
munity outreach programs where po-
lice and residents interact, not just
during emergency scenarios or crimi-
nal investigations.

At Monday’s meeting, Councilman
Carter recognized seven Fanwood of-
ficers who received the Life Saving
Award for directly saving a resident’s
or non-resident’s life while on duty.

Life Saving Award recipients are
Sergeant Philip Ugone, Officer
Kathleen Case, Sergeant Mark
Gottlick, Officer Michael Rusin, Of-
ficer Tim Green, Officer Thomas
Chisholm and Officer Tyler Flowers.
Officer Elliot Bernard received a Let-
ter of Commendation.

Sergeant Gottlick, Officer Dan
Piccola, Officer Case and Officer Dan
Kranz received Exceptional Duty

Awards for going above and beyond
the call of duty.

On another matter, Mayor Mahr and
the council will review guidelines that
could permit residents to maintain
chickens and roosters as pets.

Fanwood resident Simoni Lovano
spoke during Monday’s meeting, pro-
viding insight on the facts and myths
related to raising chickens.

“I raised chickens growing up in
California since I was a little kid. There
is a lot little kids can learn from raising
chickens in terms of responsibility and
patience,” Mr. Lovano said.

With proper weekly upkeep, chicken
coops will not emit odors, Mr. Lovano
said. He said chickens make substan-
tially less noise, both in frequency and
decibels, than other common house-
hold pets. Even when generating noise,
he explained that chickens produce
noise at substantially fewer decibels
than even a dog bark.

“There are no odors from a chicken
coop. They are very clean animals.
They do not require substantial open
land,” Mr. Lovano said.

Councilwoman Patricia Walsh asked
whether chickens pose more educa-
tional upside as pets or as active food
sources, to which Mr. Lovano stated
the answer is often both.

Mr. Lovano said chickens are “ex-
cellent therapy animals, companions
or pets” and that they harvest consum-
able eggs and chicken feces, which is
an effective garden fertilizer.

Mayor Mahr and the council said
they will consider a chicken-related
ordinance, which could impose spe-
cific guidelines and total count lim-
its per property, at upcoming meet-
ings.
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REMEMBERING LIVES LOST...A sign posted on the fence of the Westfield
memorial to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. commemorates George Floyd, who
died last week in Minneapolis, Minn., after a police officer applied his knee to
his neck for nine minutes, and Ahmaud Arbery, who was shot and killed while
jogging in a neighborhood outside Brunswick, Ga., in February. Please see
editorial on Page 4.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL PACKED UP AND READY TO GO...Another huge food drive was held this
past Friday in support of the Rahway Food for Friends Pantry and Soup Kitchen
that included several area towns and drop-off locations. Pictured collecting
donated goods at the Goddard School in Fanwood, from left to right, are: Mike
Esposito, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times Publisher Lauren Barr, Goddard School
owner Tracy Brace and Scotch Plains Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BACK IN THE SWING OF THINGS...While observing social-distancing re-
quirements, golfers have been hitting area courses lately. Pictured, Adam Nord
and his nephew, Eryk Rachwal, tune up on the putting green at the Scotch Hills
Country Club in Scotch Plains.

Fanwood Panel to Review FPD’s
Use of Force Over Past 10 Years

Fanwood Planning Board Postpones
Vote on K-9 Resorts’ Illunimated Sign

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr reflected during Monday’s
meeting of the governing body on
George Floyd’s “senseless murder,”
perpetrated last week by Minneapo-
lis, Minn. police officer Derek
Chauvin. The tragedy was discussed
during the same evening as Council-
man Anthony Carter, who chairs
Fanwood’s Police Committee, ac-
knowledged members of the Fanwood
Police Department who received
Awards of Excellence.

“Upset, horrified, disgusted, and

scared,” said Mayor Mahr, describ-
ing her personal feelings towards the
actions of Chauvin, who has since
been fired and now faces charges in
Mr. Floyd’s death.

The recent protests have created “a
lot of pain” in every neighborhood
across the country, stated Mayor
Mahr.

“People are just trying to make
sense because it doesn’t make sense,”
she said, describing police violence
towards people they are sworn to
protect and serve.

Councilman Carter stated that
Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — After a lengthy dis-
cussion regarding variance relief for
internally-illuminated signage at K-9
Resorts on South Avenue, the plan-
ning board has agreed to postpone its
vote to allow the owners to bring an
example of what the sign will look like
to the next meeting that will be held in
June.

The board’s meeting last Wednes-
day featured testimony from K-9
Resorts owners Steven and Jason
Parker, as well as two other experts.
The two brothers have owned the
luxury South Avenue business in
Fanwood for more than 15 years.

It was noted throughout the meet-
ing that internally-illuminated signs
are not permitted within the bor-
ough as per current land-use codes.

Steve Parker started the evening’s
testimony by noting that the busi-
ness has recently gone through some
new branding with a new logo, which
is the outcome of meetings with a
marketing firm. He stated that the
new logo has a picture of a dog on it
to make it clear that it is a business
specifically for dogs. He also stated
that the new logo was more “profes-
sional and easier to read.”

In his testimony he stated that the
marketing company urged the busi-
ness to install “tasteful” internally-
illuminated signage to be better seen
and easier to read from the street by
people in their cars.

Zach Fener, from Triangle Sign
Services, also testified on behalf of
the new signage, stating that the
lighting on the new sign was, “subtle
and elegant and not in your face,
which is in contrast to flood light-
ing.” He added that flood lighting
was just that, a flood of lights, and
that the internally-lit sign provided
illumination that was “much more
controlled.”

Professional planner Christine
Cofone, of the Cofone Consulting

Group, testified as an expert. In her
testimony, Ms. Cofone noted that
the internally-illuminated sign was
not a bright or garish multicolor
sign, but rather a subtle sign which
promoted a “village-like atmo-
sphere.”

Longtime planning board mem-
ber Jack Molenaar noted that vari-
ance relief from other internally-lit
signage requests that have come be-
fore the board have all been re-
jected by the board. He cited as
examples Dunkin’ Donuts, TD
Bank, Commerce Bank and
QuickChek.

Testimony was then heard that
the signage proposed was different
in that the base of the sign would not
be lit and that there was a diffuser
on the sign. It also was noted that
the sign proposed was a halo-lit
sign and not a face-lit sign as some
of the testimony pictures showed. It
was stated that the design of the
sign was similar in the testimony
photos given.

In response, board members asked
if pictures of the exact signage pro-
posed could be brought so a more
accurate assessment could be made.

In other business, a bulk-variance
case that also was scheduled to be

is fully on board with the police com-
mittee reviewing “all instances of
police force” in the last 10 years in
Fanwood during arrests and traffic
stops.

The councilman said he was inter-
ested in reviewing the department’s
stance on police force and practice of
force, both as a “member of the pub-
lic” and as police committee chair-
man.

“Some information will be re-
dacted; officer names will show, ac-
tions taken against the officer will
show, [and] internal affairs actions
will show,” Councilman Carter ex-
plained.

Councilman Carter said the police
committee’s review with Chief Trigo
was prompted by national events
coupled with assuring police depart-
ment compliance and appropriate
procedure.

Specific or recent excessive-force
incidents involving the borough’s
police department have not prompted
the inquiry, Councilman Carter stated.
The councilman emphasized the im-
portance of community policing dur-
ing the hiring of a new police officer
and employee vetting discussions at
the last council meeting.

Community policing is a policing
policy, tactic and strategy where the
police department has positive and
frequent interactions with the com-
munity. Councilman Carter said com-
munity policing concepts include
community outreach programs where
police and residents interact, not just
during emergency scenarios or crimi-
nal investigations.

At Monday’s meeting, Councilman
Carter recognized seven Fanwood
officers who received the Life Saving
Award for directly saving a resident’s
or non-resident’s life while on duty.

Life Saving Award recipients are
Sergeant Philip Ugone, Officer
Kathleen Case, Sergeant Mark
Gottlick, Officer Michael Rusin, Of-
ficer Tim Green, Officer Thomas
Chisholm and Officer Tyler Flowers.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WALKING TOGETHER...A walk was held Tuesday in Nomahegan Park in Cranford, to celebrate, not mourn, the life of
George Floyd, according to the organizers of the walk. The leaders of the walk said, "We need peace and unity between police
and our communities. This is how we show it!" At 5:30 p.m., the hundreds of walkers knelt in the open field for nine minutes
of silence to remember not only Mr. Floyd, but all others who have died at the hands of police brutality.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Local Districts See
Huge Drop In Aid

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

STATE — Westfield, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Cranford, all
K-12 districts, will lose hundreds
of thousands of dollars in school
aid from what was originally an-
nounced in Governor Phil Murphy’s
budget for the 2020-2021 school
year.

The Murphy administration last
week announced that school-aid fig-
ures for 2020-2021 school budgets
would be slashed by $335 million
statewide due to plummeting state
revenues caused by the COVID-19
coronavirus shutdown. The new fig-
ure of $8,680,457,745 represents
an increase of $3,574,960 over last
year, according to figures released
by the New Jersey Department of
Education.

Based on new school-aid num-
bers, Westfield will receive
$4,511,489, a reduction of $494,219

below what was originally an-
nounced in the Governor’s budget
address in February. The 2020-2021
aid is $230,215, or 5.4 percent over
the $4,281,274 received for the
2019-2020 school year.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood saw its
aid drop from $4,652,162 to
$4,212,288, a decline of $439,874.
According to the Department of
Education, that amount is $204,901
or 5.1 percent over last year’s aid of
$4,007,387.

Cranford has been awarded
$2,947,756, an amount that is
$229,173 below what was previ-
ously announced, but 3.8 percent or
$106,753 over the 2019-2020 aid
figure of $2,841,003.

Garwood’s aid was cut by almost
$20,000 to $533,337. Overall, the
amount is $9,363 or 1.8 percent
over last year’s figure of $523,974.

Mountainside’s new figure is

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Consultant Hired to Help
Plan Schools Reopening

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At
Thursday’s board of education meet-
ing, Scotch Plains-Fanwood Schools
Superintendent Dr. Joan Mast an-
nounced that Robert McGarry will
serve as the district’s new assistant
superintendent, overseeing school
curriculum, instruction and technol-
ogy. Currently, Mr. McGarry is the
Holmdel School District superinten-
dent.

The district remains strategically
positioned to educate students both
virtually or in person come Septem-
ber, stated Dr. Mast at last week’s
meeting. During these uncertain
times, the district has adapted to
virtual lessons, but all decisions will
be made based on further instruction
from Governor Phil Murphy’s of-
fice, Dr. Mast revealed.

The superintendent said parents
who have not enrolled their children
in kindergarten for the 2020-2021
school year can still do so. The en-
rollment process can be completed
on the district website. Although un-
certainty remains, Dr. Mast said the
district is making preemptive plan-
ning decisions to ensure the educa-
tional process is as seamless as pos-
sible.

The board contracted with Dennis
VanNatta for consulting services. Mr.
VanNatta will assist the district with
protocols related to COVID-19 per-
taining to graduation, the “potential
reopening of school in September,”
and the pandemic plan, stated Busi-
ness Administrator Deborah S.
Saridaki. Also, Mr. VanNatta will

assist with safety and security proto-
cols in the district, at a rate of $55
per hour, with an estimated maxi-
mum of $5,500 through August, Ms.
Saridaki stated.

Dr. Mast stated that faculty and
students alike have remained com-
mitted to standing unified during such
difficult times. Inspiring video pack-
ages have been posted to the district
website, including the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood “Alma Mater” performed
remotely by the Park Middle School
Band, stated Dr. Mast. The Terrill
Middle School Band performed its
rendition of “In the Jungle” from
The Lion King.

School One staff posted pictures
featuring signs bearing the message
“Everything will be ok,” which have
been posted to both the district
website and YouTube, stated Dr.
Mast. The uplifting images are set to
Bob Marley’s song “Don’t Worry
About a Thing.”

She said each faculty member de-
signed their own sign, which puts
passion and heart into the message.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School student body, along with the
staff of Coles, Evergreen, McGinn
and Brunner Schools, have all cre-
ated their own videos.
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Veterans Honored at Fairview Cemetery
WESTFIELD — In keeping with

long-standing Memorial Day
tradition, the fallen heroes buried
at Fairview Cemetery were
remembered with the placement of
a flag at their final resting place.
Every spring members of the
American Legion Post 3, along with
the VFW, Knights of Columbus and
local Scout troops, volunteer their
time to place the flags in honor of

the men and women who have paid
the ultimate sacrifice while serving
the U.S. military. The flags will
remain in place through the Fourth
of July. The public is invited to
walk the grounds and pay tribute to
those who have served and
sacrificed for the country. Fairview
Cemetery, located at 1100 East
Broad Street, Westfield, is open to
the public from dusk until dawn.

Lauren S. Barr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ALL BOARDED UP...The Warby Parker store in downtown Westfield was
boarded up this week. A phone call to the Westfield location offered an automated
message saying "all Warby Parker locations will be closed until it is responsible
to reopen."An email inquiry as to why the store was boarded up was not answered
as of press time.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COLLECTING FOOD FOR FRIENDS...A fourth huge food drive was held this
past Friday in support of the Rahway Food for Friends Pantry and Soup Kitchen
that included several area towns and drop-off locations. Pictured collecting goods
on Otisco Drive in Westfield is Union County Freeholder Kim Palmieri-Mouded
in front of a Harmony Design Group collection van.

Mountainside Council Opts
To Keep Pool Closed

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council unanimously voted Tuesday
night to allow restaurants to offer
outdoor dining when Governor Phil
Murphy’s office lifts the current re-
striction due to the COVID-19
coronavirus pandemic. Mayor Paul
Mirabelli said the governor has indi-
cated that will happen around Mon-
day, June 15, but nothing is finalized
yet. Bovella’s Bakery Café, Echo Tap
and Grille, Mosaico and Spanish Tav-
ern, all located on Route 22, have
already expressed interest in seated
outdoor service.

The council also unanimously voted
to keep the Mountainside Commu-
nity Pool closed for the 2020 season.
While not an official resolution yet,
the opinion seems unlikely to change
in the near future. Council President
and Recreation Committee member
Keith Turner said there were a lot of
considerations, but that the health and
safety of the staff and residents is a
top priority, which would be “a diffi-
cult accomplishment” if the pool was
opened. Recreation Director Frank
Masella said he expects pools to be
limited to a 25- to 50-percent capac-
ity if allowed to open, but there have
been no directives or ideas on how
people, especially children, could
socially distance in a community pool.

There is some speculation that com-
munity pools may be allowed to open
between mid-July and early August,
but the governor’s office has not indi-
cated any specific date. This uncer-
tainty, coupled with unknown capac-
ity allotments, would make opening
the pool “almost cost prohibitive,”
said Mr. Turner. He added that the
pool is already “behind financially”
due to many residents waiting to join
and others who previously signed up
for the season already asking for re-
funds.

Mr. Turner also said it would be
unfair to keep the employees of the
pool “on hold” while the borough
awaits details, or if the borough is

only able to provide a few weeks of
employment. Another part to the fi-
nancial difficulties is that the pool
would have to keep a full staff on at all
times, even if it is only at 25 to 50
percent capacity. This is due to regu-
lations that require staff based on the
size of the facility, not the amount of
people allowed in at one time.

Councilman Rene Dierkes was con-
cerned that closing the pool could
hurt it in the future if residents find
other places to spend their time. Mr.
Masella said surrounding towns are
all in a similar situation. He noted that
nearby Springfield has joined 30 per-
cent of pools across the country that
have already decided to close for the
season.

Another summer tradition is on
hold. Mountainside’s annual Fourth
of July Fireworks event currently is
postponed, as the governor has pro-
hibited them. Mr. Dierkes asked if
there was a way to limit the number of
spectators or set social-distancing
guidelines so the celebration could
still take place, if the governor de-
cides to lift the restrictions before
Saturday, July 4. Mayor Mirabelli
said it would not be fair to keep resi-
dents out of the event and social dis-
tancing would be hard to enforce.
Department of Public Works fore-
man Matthew Deanna added that
Union County has already cancelled
fireworks displays in county parks,
and if Mountainside was to proceed
with its own, attendance would likely
greatly increase, further complicat-
ing any restrictions. Mayor Mirabelli
said he hopes to be able to set the
fireworks off in September.

In other business, county taxes are
down in the borough $288,000, said
Chief Financial Officer Jill Goode.
The county released its budget after
the borough passed its spending plan.
Therefore, Ms. Goode’s office will
adjust resident tax bills to reflect the
decrease for the third and fourth quar-
ters.

The next meeting of the borough
council will be on Tuesday, June 16.

SPARKLING NEW GRAD...Like many college seniors, Scotch Plains resident Paige Crandall graduated online locally from
the University of Delaware. Joining the distanced celebration, from left to right, are: Amanda Hill, Emily Hill, Debbie
Kramer, Dave Pasternak and Evan Pasternak. Evan, an accomplished violinist, serenaded her with a graduation song.

Paid Published Photo
goleader.com/form/paid_photo.htm
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Fanwood Panel

heard at the May 27 meeting was
postponed until the meeting sched-
uled for Wednesday, June 24, at
7:30 p.m. It currently is scheduled
to be a call-in meeting due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Officer Elliot Bernard received a
Letter of Commendation.

Sergeant Gottlick, Officer Dan
Piccola, Officer Case and Officer Dan
Kranz received Exceptional Duty
Awards for going above and beyond
the call of duty.

On another matter, Mayor Mahr
and the council will review guide-
lines that could permit residents to
maintain chickens and roosters as pets.

Fanwood resident Simoni Lovano
spoke during Monday’s meeting, pro-
viding insight on the facts and myths
related to raising chickens.

“I raised chickens growing up in
California since I was a little kid.
There is a lot little kids can learn from
raising chickens in terms of responsi-
bility and patience,” Mr. Lovano said.

With proper weekly upkeep,
chicken coops will not emit odors,
Mr. Lovano said. He said chickens
make substantially less noise, both in
frequency and decibels, than other
common household pets. Even when
generating noise, he explained that
chickens produce noise at substan-
tially fewer decibels than even a dog
bark.

“There are no odors from a chicken
coop. They are very clean animals.
They do not require substantial open
land,” Mr. Lovano said.

Councilwoman Patricia Walsh
asked whether chickens pose more
educational upside as pets or as ac-
tive food sources, to which Mr.
Lovano stated the answer is often
both.

$881,149, an amount that is a re-
duction of $85,535 from the earlier
aid numbers. The final amount of
$39,843, or 4.7 percent over last
year, according to the Department
of Education.

The Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools Board of Educa-
tion saw its aid slashed by $955,529
to $10,879,492, as the district was
to have received $11,835,421. The
new figure is $445,287, or 4.3 per-
cent over last year.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Garwood Passes Amended
Municipal Spending Plan

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough coun-
cil last Thursday unanimously passed
an $8,496,149 municipal budget upon
its second reading and public hear-
ing. A total of $6,208,177 will be
raised in municipal property taxes.

Overall spending has been reduced
$157,068, with the amount to be raised
in taxes cut $113,068 since the bud-
get was first introduced in March,
according to a budget amendment
published in The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times on May 7. Last year’s
tax levy was $6,060,232.

A borough homeowner will pay an
average of $3,369 in municipal taxes,
an increase of $80.31 over last year,
according to the user-friendly budget
document on the borough’s website.

The budget was re-introduced in
April to include additional revisions
to help residents after reports of eco-
nomic difficulties from COVID-19,
borough officials said.

In late April, when the budget was
passed upon its first reading, it was
noted that there was no municipal
increase for Garwood. The budget
was reported by Councilman Marc
Lazarow to contain no municipal in-
creases and had been reworked sev-
eral times to be able to help residents
economically. In prior months it was
said that there would have been an
increase.

Councilman Lazarow noted that
although many borough employees
had worked hard to serve Garwood’s
citizens and indeed were deserving of
a cost-of-living raise, salaries re-
mained flat for all non-union employ-
ees to accommodate the budget. Sala-
ries and wages total $3,100,157, ac-
cording to the budget amendment.

Councilman Lazarow stated that
the finance committee went through
the budget “line by line” to make
necessary adjustments. He noted that
the committee was cognizant of the
fact that so many in the state and
borough had lost their jobs because

of COVID-19.
He also noted that the purchase of

two borough trucks was put on hold
to help keep the budget flat. It was
reported that capital improvements
had been decreased by half as it went
from a $150,000 line item to a $75,000
line item. It additionally was noted
that some social programs also were
being cut due to social distancing.

In other business, a COVID-19 re-
port and update for Garwood was
given by Mayor Sara Tadisco. In her
report, the mayor said that since March
there were 43 positive COVID-19
cases reported in the borough, with
two more cases reported since the
beginning of May. She also stated
that two residents had lost their lives
because of the virus.

Mayor Todisco urged residents to
continue to practice social distancing
and to always wear a mask when out
in public. She also informed resi-
dents that the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders had donated
masks to all 21 municipalities and
that Garwood was the recipient of
700 masks.  She urged residents to
contact the municipal building if they
need to obtain a mask if they could
not obtain one elsewhere.

The mayor thanked all frontline
workers and gave out her cell phone
number for residents to call if they
need help or wish to ask a question.
That number is (908) 377-7890. She
noted that residents also could reach
her at stadisco@garwood.org.

 The next council meeting is sched-
uled for Thursday, June 11, at 7:15
p.m. To participate in the meeting,
residents need to call (908) 219-8780.
When prompted for a conference
number, use 07027 followed by #.
The password is 4030 followed by #.
Residents can use a cell phone or
their landline. It is recommended that
participants call by 7 p.m.

Mr. Lovano said chickens are “ex-
cellent therapy animals, companions
or pets” and that they harvest con-
sumable eggs and chicken feces,
which is an effective garden fertilizer.

Mayor Mahr and the council said
they will consider a chicken-related
ordinance, which could impose spe-
cific guidelines and total count limits
per property, at upcoming meetings.

Dr. Mast said the videos not only
keep the student body connected,
but connects students and faculty
with the greater community.
Throughout the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the board, students and fac-
ulty have remained committed to
creating and finding positivity dur-
ing such pressing times, she said.

The board approved three capital
projects within the long-range facil-
ity plan. It approved three boilers to
be purchased for installment at the
high school. Each boiler will cost
$230,000, for a total of $690,000 for
all three boilers.

Also approved was the purchase
of a boiler to be installed at Ever-
green School at a cost of $230,000.
A rooftop air conditioning unit at
School One will be replaced at a cost
of $70,000. Ms. Saridaki said the
additional facility projects will cost
$990,000.

The board also approved Stadium
Systems to recondition athletic
equipment at a cost of $7,494.90,
stated Ms. Saridaki.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Westfield Summer Camp
Program Still Up In the Air

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — While it is still
unclear if the state will actually per-
mit summer camp programs to open
next month, Recreation Director
Don Bogardus cautioned that, “if
we have camp, it’s not going to
resemble anything we’ve had be-
fore.”

At the recreation commission’s
meeting on Monday, the bulk of the
discussion focused on the summer
camp programs and how they would
be structured and where they would
be held if state officials allow them
to operate as part of the reopening
process. With schools closed at least
through the summer, it would be
problematic to use school property
for any summer camp activities,
Board of Education President Peggy
Oster noted, given that access to the
schools’ restrooms would be neces-
sary for campers and staff. No stu-
dents are permitted inside school
buildings, she said.

Recreation commission member
Ruth Maloney said the idea of using
port-a-potties had been raised, but
that, “Westfield parents are probably
not going to be happy about that.”
She said that using Tamaques and
Memorial Parks could be an option
since restrooms there are open.

Besides location, the main con-
cern for commission members was
how to maintain social distancing
for elementary-school-age children.
That is “going to be a chore for us,”
Mr. Bogardus said. “Kids want to
do things together.” He said the
challenge will be “how to work that
out.” He added that it is likely that,
if camps are held, the number of
participants will probably be lim-
ited.

Ms. Maloney said the commis-

sion is “hoping to have camp,” and
noted that after having their chil-
dren at home since mid-March, par-
ents “could use a camp.” She ex-
pressed hope that something can be
provided for children, although she
said she is “not sure what that’s
going to be.” One alternative she
put forth is what she called “camp
in a box,” which would include vari-
ous daily activities that children
could do at home.

For now, though, “we’re in a hold-
ing pattern,” Mr. Bogardus said,
waiting for summer to start and
waiting for further guidance from
the governor’s office.

A similar situation also is being
faced when it comes to opening
Memorial Pool for the summer.
Commission Chairman Gary Fox
said on Monday that “the pool is
ready to open” once the state issues
guidelines pertaining to swim club
facilities.

Mr. Bogardus also announced at
Monday’s meeting that outside ex-
ercise and fitness groups and per-
sonal trainers will be permitted to
use town parks and fields. Permits
will still be required, he said, al-
though fees will be waived, given
the expected brief period of time
that outdoor classes will need to be
held in the parks.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUN IN THE SUN...The Vaswani family of Westfield enjoys their new backyard
playset and the warm spring weather this past Saturday. Pictured, from left to
right, are: Maya, Siana, Vinay and Alina Vaswani.goleader.com/form/subscribe
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"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases
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53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090
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ATTENTION PARENTS

& GRANDPARENTS

Send well wishes and a photo

of your graduating senior to be

included in our Graduation Issue

on Thursday, June 18th

Fill out and submit the form on our website:

www.goleader.com/form/paid_photo

It’s Graduation Time!

Photos Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
DONATING FACEMASKS...Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella and Freeholders Sergio Granados, Angela Garretson, Bette Jane
Kowalski, Andrea Staten, Chris Hudak and Kimberly Palmieri-Mouded, Sheriff
Peter Corvelli and Clerk of the Board Jim Pellettiere delivered face masks on
Thursday to elected officials in Cranford, Garwood and Westfield to be distrib-
uted to county residents in each municipality. The face masks were part of a total
of 100,000 the county had purchased to be distributed to its residents.

Westfield High School Honors Four
Award-Winning Teachers for Excellence

WESTFIELD — Four teachers
have been honored by the Westfield
High School community with awards
of excellence. At virtual announce-
ments to staff and students on May 13
to 14, Principal Mary Asfendis named
the award winners, who were nomi-
nated by students, staff and parents at
the school.

Science teacher Suzanne Glynn is
the recipient of the Distinguished
Teacher of the Year Award, estab-
lished to annually recognize a teacher
who, through both excellence in teach-
ing and a demonstrated commitment
to intellectual pursuits beyond the
classroom, serves as a model and
inspiration to the high-school com-
munity. Those who nominated Mrs.
Glynn say “the time, effort, and care
she puts into her classes” and her
obvious love of “every aspect of chem-
istry” makes her deserving of the
award. “Her excitement is infectious
as I have never seen anyone leave
chemistry without a smile,” one stu-
dent nominator says. “Mrs. Glynn
answers all of our questions and we
have the best class discussions.”

The Above and Beyond Award rec-
ognizes a teacher or counselor who
has made a difference in the life of a
struggling child either socially, emo-
tionally or academically. This year’s
recipient is special education teacher
Lillian (Gail) Alston who is lauded as
an educator who believes in her stu-
dents and encourages them to follow
their interests. “From the time I started
in her earth science class, she always
encouraged me to pursue my interest
in science and animals,” says a stu-
dent nominator. “Her class always
made my day and helped me get
through my first year of high school.”

Mathematics/Project ‘79 teacher
Louis DeAngelo received the Parent-
Teacher-Student Organization
(PTSO) Teacher of the Year Award,
which annually recognizes a teacher
who is encouraging and motivating,
is a good role model, and shows re-
spects for co-workers, students and
parents. Mr. DeAngelo, who also
serves as advisor to the Robotics Club,
is applauded by those who nominated
him for his “infinite patience,” “end-
less energy,” and for teaching stu-
dents to be leaders. “He is completely
devoted to teaching and to the stu-
dents,” says one nominator.

For providing extra support for
struggling students and for “checking
in on his students to make sure their
academic and personal lives are go-
ing well,” mathematics teacher Mat-

 Suzanne Glynn

Lillian (Gail) Alston

Louis DeAngelo

Matthew Gironda

thew Gironda was honored with the
Robert and Linda Foose Memorial
Award, named for a former principal
and teacher. “In addition, Mr. Gironda
has prepared full-hour virtual lessons
while we are on home instruction due
to COVID-19,” says a student nomi-
nator. “I was super nervous about
falling behind in the class, but he has
prepared lessons and notes to share
with the class that have made us feel
a lot more prepared and confident.”

“We are grateful for all of the nomi-
nations that recognize our amazing
teachers and staff for all they do to
promote a positive learning environ-
ment. The four teachers were selected
for the impact they make in students’
lives, both in and outside the class-
room,” says Ms. Asfendis. “I am proud
to work with these phenomenal edu-
cators who are passionate, dedicated
and inspiring to their students. They
are all well-deserving of their respec-
tive awards.”

The awardees will be honored by
the Westfield Board of Education at a
virtual public meeting on Tuesday,
June 9 at 7 p.m. Instructions on how
to access the virtual board meeting
can be found on the district website at
www.westfieldnjk12.org under the
Board tab.

County Cancels
July 4th Fireworks

WESTFIELD — Union County has
announced that due to COVID-19
coronavirus protocols, Independence
Day fireworks scheduled to take place
in Union County parks will be can-
celled for this year. This includes
Plainfield’s Cedar Brook Park on July
4, Cranford’s Nomahegan Park on
July 2 with firecracker fun run on July
4, Rahway Park in Rahway on July 3
as well as Springfield’s fireworks in
Meisel Park on July 4.

Bramnick: Orders Are
Micromanaging Docs
TRENTON — Assembly Republi-

can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick
(R-21st, Westfield) said that execu-
tive orders by Governor Phil Murphy
should not replace the opinions of
doctors on how to provide quality
health care to their patients.

 “Executive orders by the Murphy
administration are micromanaging
the practice of medicine and den-
tistry, substituting the judgment of
surgeons with rules written by Tren-
ton lawyers,” Mr. Bramnick said.
“Surgeons and dentists are trained
licensed professionals who need to
make the decisions on how to keep
people safe. Micromanaging doc-
tors and dentists with executive or-
ders drafted overnight by Statehouse
lawyers is inconsistent with good
medical practice.”

Mr. Bramnick said that due to what
he termed the lack of transparency
from the Murphy administration, he
began holding online hearings on New
Jersey’s reopening process on Mon-
day via Facebook to hear from doc-
tors on restarting of elective proce-
dures.

STUDENTS CHANGE HUNGER...Westfield High School (WHS) students came in
second place in the Students Change Hunger campaign after they collected 4,093
pounds of food to be donated to the Community Food Bank of New Jersey, which
provided over 3,400 meals to fellow neighbors in need throughout the state. The
campaign raised 35,758 pounds and $6,266 in total. Pictured, from left to right, are:
back row, WHS Assistant Principal James DeSarno, Demi Tsavekou, Ava Paul, Zoe
Tedeschi, Jason Model, Alissa Witzel, Maddie Mcdevitt, Jack Cioffi; front row,
Jack McCue, Brendan Basile, Conner Loggie, Alex Tilyou, Paul Tilyou, Owen Paul,
and CJ Dencker. Not pictured are Mady Cohen and Will Litchholt.
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MVC Closures
Extended Until June 8
TRENTON — New Jersey Motor

Vehicle Commission Chief Admin-
istrator Sue Fulton has announced
that all agency, road testing, and
inspections facilities will remain
closed until at least Monday, June
8. The closures are part of the
Murphy Administration’s ongoing
efforts to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19. Governor Phil Murphy
announced that MVC facilities are
included in phase 2 of reopening
the state, but no date was given as
the state Department of Health will
be issuing additional guidance later
this week.

Many MVC customer functions can
be completed through the
Commission’s online services, which
remain operational “24/7” and have
been expanded. Most renewals of
driver licenses, non-driver IDs, and
registrations – including, for the first
time, some commercial registrations
– can be processed online at
NJMVC.gov. Customers can also
change their address, pay fees, and
access other services online.

Drivers who have been notified of
suspension for failure to maintain in-
surance may get more information by
emailing UM.info@mvc.nj.gov.
Other drivers who believe they are
eligible for restoration should email
Suspension.Info@mvc.nj.gov.

Murphy, Oliver Announce
Rental Assistance for COVID

TRENTON, NJ — As part of the
Murphy administration’s overall re-
sponse to assist New Jersey residents
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic,
Governor Phil Murphy and Lieuten-
ant Governor Shelia Oliver have an-
nounced the COVID-19 Short-Term
Rental Assistance Program will pro-
vide rental assistance to low- and
moderate-income households that
have had a substantial reduction in
income as a result of the pandemic,
including those who are homeless or
at risk of homelessness, according to
a state Department of Community
Affairs (DCA) press release.

“This program will provide at least
$100 million in housing relief for
low- and moderate-income families
who need it most. We’ll continue
working closely with our legislative
and community-based partners to fur-
ther strengthen protections for ten-
ants,” Gov. Murphy said.

The program will open for applica-
tions in July and begin paying rental
assistance in September. Qualifying
households will be expected to pay
30 percent of their income toward
rent, and the program would pay the
remainder of their rent up to the DCA
fair-market rent payment standard.
At the three-month mark, the house-
hold budget will be reviewed to de-
termine if assistance is still needed.
Assistance that is no longer required
will be used to serve additional fami-
lies.

“In addition to the new program,

DCA is also urging households in
need to apply for the Low Income
Home Energy Assistance Program
(LIHEAP), which helps people pay
for their home-energy bills. With ad-
ditional funding through the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act, New
Jersey is able to help even more fami-
lies cover their rent and energy ex-
penses through this crisis,” said Lt.
Governor Oliver, who serves as DCA
commissioner.

Households may qualify for the
lottery-based system on the follow-
ing eligibility requirements: Must be
a New Jersey resident, have a maxi-
mum income up to 80 percent of area
median income (AMI); current in their
rental payments as of March 1, 2020;
provide proof of impact of COVID-
19 beginning on March 9, 2020 such
as layoff, reduced work hours, unpaid
leave to take care of children due to
school and daycare closures, and/or
need to self-quarantine for 14 days
resulted in a loss of income.

The COVID-19 Short-Term Rental
Assistance Program website will
launch on Monday, June 15.

As part of the landlord contract,
DCA will encourage landlords to
agree to a reasonable payment plan
for any rent arrearages, not to evict
for any arrearages accumulated prior
to the start of temporary rental assis-
tance, and not to evict due to unpaid
rent for six months after the end of
assistance, according to the release.

County Receives 600 Trees
From Christmas Tree Shops
COUNTY — The County of Union

has received a donation of 600 live
arborvitae trees from the Christmas
Tree Shops to be distributed through-
out county parks and other areas.

“The Freeholder Board would like
to thank the Christmas Tree Shops for
their generous donation of arborvitae
trees,” Freeholder Chairman
Alexander Mirabella said. “These
trees are beneficial to residents, the
environment, and the wildlife that
calls this county home.”

Trees will be planted in various
areas throughout Union County, in-
cluding Conant Park in Hillside,
Wheeler Park in Linden, Echo Lake
Park in Mountainside, Green Brook
Park in Plainfield, and Rahway River
Park in Rahway.

The arborvitae tree is a type of
evergreen that keeps its foliage all
year round. Arborvitae trees have
many benefits but are commonly used
to create privacy fences due to their
extreme height, sometimes growing
as fast as three feet per year. Once

mature these trees can grow as tall as
60 feet.

Arborvitae trees also provide rest-
ing space for birds as well as a food
source through seeds for animals such
as rabbits, birds, squirrels, and deer.

TREE-LINED PARKS...The County of
Union has received a donation of 600
live arborvitae trees from the Christmas
Tree Shops to be distributed through-
out county parks and other areas.

Malinowski Calls on House
To Provide Aid to States

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerville) spoke on the House Floor
last week to call on Congress to pro-
vide direct federal aid to state and
local governments as per the $3-
trilliom Health and Economic Re-
covery Ominibus Emergency Solu-
tions, known as the HEROES act,
legislation passed by the House last
month.

The legislation provides emergency
supplemental appropriations to fed-
eral agencies; payments and other as-
sistance to state and local governments;
additional direct payments of up to
$1,200 per individual; expands paid
sick days, family and medical leave,
unemployment compensation, nutri-
tion and food assistance programs,
housing assistance, and payments to
farmers; modifies and expands the
Paycheck Protection Program.

The HEROES Act also provides
loans and grants to small businesses
and nonprofit organizations; estab-
lishes a fund to award grants for em-
ployers to provide pandemic premium
pay for essential workers; expands
several tax credits and deductions;
provides funding and establishes re-
quirements for COVID-19 testing and
contact tracing; eliminates cost-shar-
ing for COVID-19 treatments; ex-
tends and expands the moratorium on
certain evictions and foreclosures; and
requires employers to develop and
implement infectious disease expo-
sure control plans.

“The administration’s plan for test-

ing (for COVID-19), which we just
received, basically states to the states
around our country, ‘Oh yeah, we’ll
give you some supplies but other-
wise, you’re on your own.’ It is a
shameful abdication of
responsibility...We are on our own in
New Jersey, in Michigan, in Ohio, in
California, so let’s at least give our
state and local governments the re-
sources they need to bear this burden
that our national government will
not.”

He said the HEROES Act approved
by the House and now before the U.S.
Senate would provide $75 billion to
help states conduct the testing and
contact tracing “that we need if we
want to go back to work and school
safely.”

“The HEROES Act also provides
the funding our state and local gov-
ernments have been pleading for to
make up for revenues lost because
of coronavirus,” he said. “I repre-
sent 75 small towns. We have more
Republican mayors in those towns
than Democrats, but this is not par-
tisan in my district. Every one of
them would rather spend money to
pay our cops, and our firefighters,
and our teachers to do their jobs
than spend money to pay for their
unemployment.”

“If the Senate has a better plan,
then let’s hear it. Let’s negotiate. Let’s
find our common ground. Otherwise,
let’s send it to the President and get
this job done,” the Congressman con-
cluded in its comments.

House Passes PPP Flex Act
To Help Small Businesses

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
House of Representatives last
Thursday passed the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program Flexibility Act, a
bipartisan bill to provide needed
flexibility for small business own-
ers amid the COVID-19
coronavirus health and economic
crisis .  Congressman Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerville)
co-sponsored the bill.

The Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP) has helped over
130,000 small businesses in New
Jersey and their employees to sur-
vive the current crisis, the Con-
gressman said. In the months since
it was created, however, he said it
has become clear that it is not work-
ing for everyone, and that adjust-
ments are needed to enable small
businesses to cover necessary ex-
penses and to give them time to
bring employees back.

According to a press release from
Mr. Malinowski, the PPP Flexibil-
ity Act improves the program by
allowing forgiveness for expenses
beyond the eight-week covered pe-

riod to 24 weeks and extending the
rehiring deadline; increasing the
current limitation on non-payroll
expenses (such as rent, utility pay-
ments and mortgage interest) for
loan forgiveness from 25 to 40 per-
cent; extending the program from
June 30 to December 31; extending
loan terms from two to five years;
and ensuring full access to payroll
tax deferment for businesses that
take PPP loans.

“The PPP program has been a life-
line for small businesses in my dis-
trict,” Congressman Malinowski
said. “By increasing flexibility for
borrowers and giving them more time
to get back to normal, we will help
our local businesses weather the
storm.”
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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

GOP Senators Seek Clarity from
Murphy on Reopening State

State Republican Senators have sent
a letter to Governor Phil Murphy call-
ing for clarity and action reopen New
Jersey.

“We are concerned that many of
the broad restrictions that remain on
various activities and business opera-
tions as a result of the executive or-
ders you issued at the start of the
COVID-19 crisis seem to make little
sense today,” the 15 Senators said in
their letter dated May 27. “We have
heard repeatedly from our constitu-
ents that the manner in which
reopenings have been announced ap-
pears to be arbitrary and inconsistent,
with no clear communication regard-
ing the metrics or benchmarks that
must be met for executive orders to
be loosened or lifted.”

“We urge you to offer clarity about
the milestones that must be reached
for small shops you have deemed
‘non-essential’ to reopen their doors
to customers, for restaurants to serve
diners, and for congregations to meet
again in houses of worship. Many of
those places are ready today to oper-
ate safely through the same precau-
tionary measures that we trust to pro-
tect us when we visit a supermarket or
other ‘essential retail’ business,
the Senators said.

They also implored the governor in-
crease the allocation from the CARES
ACT dedicated to small businesses from
the current level, which they said is
“only 4 percent of the billions in federal
CARES Act stimulus funding received
by New Jersey [which] has been dedi-
cated for this purpose.”

They also asked that the governor
eliminate the limitation of gatherings
to 10 people in certain indoor loca-
tions including houses of worship.

The letter follows a lawsuit filed
two weeks ago by the state GOP
against Gov. Murphy and his admin-
istration challenging his executive
orders, which they claim are uncon-
stitutional.

Turnpike Authority Hikes Tolls
On Turnpike, Parkway

The New Jersey Turnpike Author-
ity voted last week to increase tolls on
the turnpike by 36 percent and 27
percent on the Garden State Parkway
to fund a $24-billion construction plan
to widen the two highways. The vote
was criticized by environmental
groups and elected officials alike.

New Jersey State Senator Kip
Batemen (R-16th, Somerset) called
the increases “shameful.”

“While our daily commutes may
look different today, these toll in-
creases will slam drivers with higher
costs as our state reopens (from the
coronavirus), making the New Jersey
an even more expensive place to live,
work, and raise a family. There has
been nothing transparent about the
process. It’s absolutely shameful,”
Sen. Bateman said.

The groups opposing the plan were
BlueWaveNJ, Tri-State Transporta-
tion Campaign, Clean Water Action,
the Sierra Club, and Environment
New Jersey.

 “The approval of the highway plan
would be the height of hypocrisy. It
would fly in the face of the Governor’s
rhetoric and his executive orders as
well as the state’s energy plan,” said
John Reichman, chairman of the Blue
Wave NJ Environment Committee,”
in a press release submitted by the
groups. “Despite its enormous price
tag, the highway widenings will pro-
vide New Jerseyans with little or no
long-term benefit. While NJTA claims
that the widenings will reduce traffic
congestion, the evidence suggests the
opposite. Study after study shows that
highway widening, particularly in
urban areas, only provides temporary
relief from congestion. Without addi-
tional mass transit capacity, it leads to
‘induced demand’ with the widened
highways quickly filling to capacity.”

Jeff Tittel, director of the New Jer-
sey Sierra Club, responded, “What
the NJ Turnpike Authority did is an
abuse of power. Their expansion plan
will hurt New Jersey’s environment
for decades to come.” He urged Gov.
Murphy to veto the minutes of the
meeting. He said the expansion will
“create more traffic, more pollution,
and more sprawl.”

According to northjersey.com,
parkway toll increases for passenger
vehicles will increase from $1.50 to
$1.90 with the Toms River toll rising
from 75 cents to 95 cents. Tolls at on-
and off-ramps now range from 65
cents to $1.90. Tolls for the largest
truck class will increase from $9 to
$11.45 with ramp plaza tolls going to
a new range of $4.15 to $11.45.

Turnpike passenger cars will rise
from $13.85 to $18.85 to drive from
Exit 1 to Exit 18W with large trucks
tolls going from $56.85 to $77.30.

Bucco: NJMVC Failed to
Produce Plan  for Reopening
Senator Anthony M. Bucco (R-

25th, Denville) last week says the
New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion (NJMVC) has failed to respond
to his repeated requests to produce an
overview of their reopening plan to
demonstrate they will have sufficient
capacity to handle a surge in custom-
ers that should be expected after
agency offices have been closed for
months. The commission has an-
nounced that all agency, road testing,
and inspections facilities will remain
closed until at least Monday, June 8.

“Most of our NJMVC agencies are
mobbed on a good day with waiting
times that can last hours,” Sen. Bucco
said. “Unless they prepare a battle
plan and significantly increase staff-
ing for reopening, they should expect
to be overwhelmed by many thou-
sands of people who have waited
months to get driver’s licenses, trans-
fer titles, and conduct other critical
transactions that cannot be completed
online. I’ve been warning them for
weeks to try to prevent a repeat of the
staffing failures that led to our unem-
ployment system being overwhelmed,
but it doesn’t appear that anyone is
listening,” noting that his letters to
NJMVC Chief Administrator Sue
Fulton dated May 7 and May 19 have
gone answered.

Photo Courtesy of City of Summit
BROAD STREET TO BE PAVED...The County of Union will be milling and
paving the entire length of Broad Street, between Morris Avenue and Middle
Avenue, in Summit through Monday, June 15, weather permitting. During parts
of the milling and paving process, Broad Street will be closed and traffic will be
diverted to Morris Avenue. Pathways for pedestrians and access for emergency
vehicles will be established. Motorists are advised to avoid the area.

Photo Courtesy of County of Union
IN-PERSON SERVICES RESUME...Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has
announced that, effective Tuesday, June 2, the County Clerk’s offices has begun
in-person appointments to swear in notaries and assist persons seeking to register
trade names, tax waivers and clerk’s certificates. Her offices are located in the
County Courthouse in Elizabeth as well as the Westfield Annex on North Avenue
in Westfield.

Registration Deadline for
Primary Is Tuesday, June 16
COUNTY — Union County Board

of Elections Administrator Nicole
DiRado reminds residents that the
voter registration deadline is Tues-
day, June 16, to participate in the
Tuesday, July 7 Primary Election.

“If you are eligible to vote in Union
County but not yet registered, please
take a few minutes to apply before the
deadline,” Ms. DiRado said. “The
application forms are available online
and my staff is happy to assist by
phone or email with any questions
you may have.”

Voter registration forms are avail-
able from the Board of Elections
website at ucnj.org/boe. Returned
postage is prepaid.

In order to prevent the spread of the
COVID-19 virus, the July 7 Primary
Election will take place mainly
through vote-by-mail ballots.

Helpful tips on using a vote-by-
mail ballot are available online at
ucnj.org/boe/make-sure-your-vote-
by-mail-ballot-is-counted-2.

Governor Phil Murphy’s executive
order 144 outlines the following pro-
cedures for the July 7 Primary Elec-
tion:

All active, registered Democratic
and Republican voters will automati-
cally receive a vote-by-mail ballot.
Return postage is prepaid.

All unaffiliated voters and inactive
voters will automatically receive an
application for a vote-by-mail ballot.
Return postage is prepaid.

There will be a minimum of five
secure ballot drop boxes located
throughout the county for residents to
deposit their vote-by-mail ballots.
These locations will be updated by
Monday, June 15.

Vote-by-mail ballots postmarked
on or before Election Day, July 7, will
be counted so long as they are re-
ceived by Tuesday, July 14.

A reduced number of polling loca-
tions will be available to provide vot-
ers with a paper, provisional ballot.
Voting machines will available for
voters with disabilities. These loca-
tions will be updated by June 15.

For information on all board of
elections services visit https://
ucnj.org/boe, email ucboe@ucnj.org,
or leave a phone message at (908)
527-4121. All email and phone mes-
sages will be returned.

Be Street Smart and Stay
Safe While Outside

Coleman Comments on
Violence, Floyd’s Death

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-
gresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman
(D-12th, Trenton) has weighed in on
overnight protests and violence in
wake of last week’s death of George
Floyd as a result of excessive police
force in Minneapolis.

“Every single person, in Minneapo-
lis and well beyond, who has taken to
the streets in the wake of the filmed
murder of George Floyd has done so
because they understand that black
people are not safe. We are not safe
when we go for runs, like Ahmaud
Arberry. We are not safe when we are
in our own homes, like Breonna Tay-
lor. We are not safe in a world that is
willing to threaten a false police report
against us, because we are rarely safe
in the presence of police. Over the past
few years, dozens of stories have been
told, dozens of videos have been
watched, dozens of names have been
listed, and even then, the true scope of
the violence, discrimination, bias and
dehumanization black people endure
daily can’t be visualized.

“We have long needed a broad and
deep reckoning with what ‘justice’
means in this country. Certainly, we
need the swift arrest and indictment
of the officers who killed Floyd. But,
while not the solution, the anger and
violence we’ve seen in these pro-
tests come from needing more than
simply justice for four policemen.

“Quelling the feelings of these pro-
testors requires police everywhere to
give black people the same legal pro-
cess, the same dignity and respect,
that they give to white people. It re-
quires us to fundamentally rebuild
the systems that charge and imprison
black people at higher rates, and rarely

find officers at fault for deaths that
seem so blatantly extrajudicial. It re-
quires us to fix wage gaps, to deal
with health disparities, and to reckon
with the legacy of slavery that has
functionally created a second-class
citizenship for us.

“Dr. King said, more than once,
that ‘a riot is the language of the
unheard,’ and I truly hope that leaders
at police precincts, mayors’ and gov-
ernors’ offices, and in the Capitol in
Washington are ready and motivated
to make the kinds of changes that will
ensure no one feels the need to resort
to acts of violence to be heard. My
prayer is that the protestors remain
safe, and that any further demonstra-
tions remain peaceful.”

Chris Hedges Drops
Candidacy In 12th Dist.

STATE — Chris Hedges has an-
nounced he is dropping his candidacy
to run as the Green Party candidate for
Congress in the 12th District of New
Jersey, noting that under Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) rules
he is not permitted to run for federal
office as host of a television show, On
Contact, which is broadcast nationally
on RT America. The 12th district in-
cludes Scotch Plains and Famwood.

“As much as I would like to bring
the platform of the Green Party into
this Congressional race it makes no
sense to give up a media platform
with a large following for a quixotic
campaign against the Democratic
Party machine,” Mr. Hedges said. “I
will, therefore, not run for the Greens
as a Congressional candidate. I will,
as in past elections, do all I can to
highlight the progressive programs
of the Greens and call out the corpo-
rate Democrats for their abject sub-
servience to corporate power, the war
machine and the ruling oligarchs.”

“Chris Hedges’ intention to run for
U.S. Congress in New Jersey showed
just how ready people are for a real
alternative to the Democrats and Re-
publicans and the political machine
that exists in this state,” said Madelyn
Hoffman, the party’s candidate for
U.S. Senate. “His support for the
Greens and our progressive platform
lends credence to those programs we
will continue to put forward. This

country is in dire need of a total overhaul
in government – as the consequences of
the coronavirus pandemic reveal.”

Diane Moxley, co-chair elect of the
Green Party of New Jersey stated that
“sometimes there are snags that pre-
vent candidates from running that are
out of our hands.”

“Although it was short-lived, there
was already a huge level of support
locally and nationally immediately fol-
lowing the public announcement for
Chris Hedges’ run for Congress,” she
said.

The seat is currently held by three-
term Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman, a Democrat from Ewing.
She faces a challenge from Lisa
McCormick of Lamberville in the
Tuesday, July 7 Primary Election.
Mark Razzoli, an Old Bridge coun-
cilman and retired police officer, is
the Republican candidate.

UCC Establishes COVID
Emergency Relief Fund

CRANFORD — In March 2020,
as the impact of COVID-19 became
imminent, Union County College
(UCC), in partnership with the Union
County College Foundation, estab-
lished a COVID-19 Student Emer-
gency Relief Fund. Even prior to the
COVID-19 pandemic, over half of
the students at Union County College
reported facing financial challenges,
ranging from food insecurities to
housing issues, according to a UCC
press release.

However, this number continues to
grow as the economic and personal
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic is
felt across our community. Due to the
socio-economic realities of the stu-
dent body at Union County College,
this crisis is already having a devas-
tating economic impact on many stu-
dents and their families as they face
unprecedented hardship due to this
national crisis, according to the re-
lease.

The federal CARES Act provides
funding to students who are dealing
with financial issues that threaten to
impede or interrupt their ability to
continue their college education, but
not all students and situations qualify.

To ensure that funds are available
to assist as many students as possible,
the COVID-19 Student Emergency
Relief Fund supports immediate stu-
dent financial needs brought on by

the COVID-19 crisis. This new fund
will help students in their time of need
and ensure that they are able to con-
tinue their education without road-
blocks due to this current pandemic.
To date, this fund has raised more than
$100,000 thanks to the generosity of
corporate and individual donors.

“We stand at the beginning of a
historic moment in time. Generations
in the future will judge us not by our
words, but by our actions, which is
why our board approved the develop-
ment of this new Student Emergency
Relief Fund. I truly believe we would
not be true to our motto of students are
number one, if we did not meet this
unprecedented challenge head on. Our
hope is that with the help and support
of our community, we can make sure
that our students are able to focus on
their studies and have access to the
basic needs for survival,” said Doug
Rouse, Union County College Foun-
dation executive director.

Awards to students can vary de-
pending on specific needs. All contri-
butions to the fund will be awarded
directly to students. To donate to the
COVID-19 Student Emergency Re-
lief Fund and help a student, go to
www.ucc.edu/studentemergency.
Questions about the fund or the Union
County College Foundation’s mission
in the community should be directed
to the Foundation at (908) 709-7505.

SCOTCH PLAINS — It’s hard be-
ing stuck inside, and not being able to
visit family and friends makes it even
more difficult. Now that warm tem-
peratures are here, getting outside
and being more active is a nice respite
from the isolation and boredom of the
last couple of months.

Lately, it’s very common to see
adults and children walking, biking,
and skateboarding throughout neigh-
borhoods while practicing social dis-
tancing, which is smart. However,
there are other dangers on the street.
Although there may not be as many
motorists traveling as there were be-
fore the coronavirus hit, the advice of
looking both ways before entering a
roadway still applies.

When you’re crossing a street or
moving into the street to give others a

wide berth, take note of traffic ahead
of and behind you. Drivers will not
expect you to walk out into the road.
Don’t cut down on one risk while
adding to another. Make sure the road
is clear.

While biking and skateboarding,
wear a helmet, and make sure your
children do the same. Talk to your
kids about being aware of their sur-
roundings and obeying the same rules
of the road that they have in the past.

Keeping yourself safe is a priority
all the time, not just during a pan-
demic. So, get some fresh air and
exercise, and wave to your neighbors
and friends, but practice vigilance
when sharing the road with others.

Contributing Author Susan Baldani
is a life member of the Scotch Plains
Rescue Squad.

County Clerk to Resume
Limited In-Person Services

COUNTY — Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that
beginning on Tuesday, June 2, the
County Clerk’s offices will begin in-
person appointments to swear in no-
taries and assist persons seeking to
register trade names, tax waivers and
clerk’s certificates.

Everyone seeking these services
in person is required to make an
appointment in advance and wear a
face mask at all times in order to
prevent the spread of the COVID-
19 coronavirus. No other in-per-
son services are available at this
time.

“We are very carefully resuming a
limited number of in-person services
in accordance with statewide guid-
ance on preventing the spread of
COVID-19,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “As
we have throughout the outbreak, my
staff will continue to provide assis-
tance with other services by phone,
email, fax, or postal and delivery ser-
vices.”

As of May 27 the following in-
person appointments can be made for

the county clerk’s main office in Eliza-
beth, by calling the Business Divi-
sion at (908) 527-4966 (office hours
are 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday): Notary swearing-in,
tax waivers, clerk’s certificates, and
trade names.

As of June 1 the following in-per-
son appointments can be made for the
county clerk’s annex office in
Westfield, by calling (908) 654-9859
(office hours are 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday): notary
swearing-in, clerk’s certificates, and
trade names.

Any notaries whose commission
date has expired should call the New
Jersey Department of the Treasury at
(609) 292-9292 for assistance.

The county clerk’s passport ser-
vices have been suspended except for
life-or-death emergencies within three
days of travel, in accordance with
U.S. State Department guidelines.

For office locations, and for assis-
tance with other Union County Clerk
services, visit online at ucnj.org/
county-clerk or call (908) 527-4787.

Pallone Calls For
Expanding Testing

At Pharmacies
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Con-

gressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th,
Long Branch) led House members of
the New Jersey Congressional delega-
tion last week in calling on the Trump
Administration to maintain and ex-
pand federal support for coronavirus
testing at New Jersey pharmacies.

In a letter to U.S. Department Health
and Human Services Secretary Alex
Azar and Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency Administer Peter
Gaynor, Mr. Pallone and his colleagues
requested the Trump Administration
extend existing agreements with phar-
macies in New Jersey for at least an
additional three months and that addi-
tional testing kits be made available so
new locations may participate.
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Inexpensive

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Poltroon – Cowardly; comtemptible
2. Telestic – Pertaining to the final end

or purpose
3. Glutition – The act of swallowing
4. Mactation – The killing of anything

offered as a sacrifice

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PANEGYRIS
1. In biology, the cessation of natural

selection in generation
2. A public meeting or festival
3. Unmaneagable; uncontrollable
4. Capable of doing any kind of work;

universally skilled
ZYTHUM

1. A malt beverage brewed by the
ancient Egyptians

2. Any poison derived from a decaying
tissue

3. A nerve cell connected with other
nerve cells

4. A kind of biscuit which is baked and
then sliced and toasted

GNOFF
1. A miser
2. To banish or ostracize
3. To disregard or consider unimpor-

tant
4. A sneeze or grunt

CRAPULENCE
1. Uselessness; of little or no value
2. State of exaustion; worn out
3. Sickness caused by overindulgence

in food or drink
4. Untidiness; filth

Westfield Police Chief  Responds to
The Death of George Floyd

We Are Outraged At Loss of
George Floyd’s Life In Minneapolis

We Must Speak Out on Injustice
George Floyd was murdered. He was murdered by

the very people who took an oath to “serve and
protect.” Almost as evil and disgusting as the officer
who had his knee on George Floyd’s neck, are the
three other officers who seemingly stood by and did
nothing, or helped restrain him, as he lay dying.

For decades we’ve talked about the “silent major-
ity,” the large swath of America that fails to speak out
or offer an opinion. It is past time for that silent
majority to speak up and stand with the black com-
munity.

It is heartening to watch and read about so many
police chiefs and sheriffs across the country, includ-
ing here in our towns, break the “blue line” and stand
with those calling for justice for George Floyd. It is
long past time for the brotherhood to take a back seat
to what is right and what is just.

Over the years we have seen and heard things in our
local towns that make us cringe. There were rumors of
bad cops, racism, sexism, and racial profiling for

many years. Over the past 20 years we have seen
lawsuits in several of our towns that brought some of
these allegations to light. It is our belief that local
officials have worked hard to ensure that our depart-
ments are full of officers we can all be proud of. We
have seen nothing but true community service from
our local law enforcement, especially during this
pandemic, and they have proven themselves to be the
heroes this world so desperately needs.

George Floyd has been taken from his family and
friends. A life has been taken, and for his loved ones,
their lives will never be the same. Nothing can change
what has happened, but let this be the turning point for
our nation. Let this root out the small percentage of
evil in our law enforcement ranks. Let our voices be
heard that we stand together against hate, discrimina-
tion and injustice. Let it bring equality to our country.

“What hurts the victim most is not the cruelty of the
oppressor, but the silence of the bystander,” Elie
Wiesel.

We, the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Association of Westfield, are outraged
at the loss of George Floyd’s life in
Minneapolis and condemn the action
and inaction of the police who were a
part of it. We are similarly outraged at
the death of Ahmaud Arbery in Geor-
gia and the actions of the posse/lynch-
mob that resulted in his death. Through
the medium of the smart phone we are
all witnesses to what actually occurred
– we have all seen these killings and
we will not “un-see” them. To be
direct, we encourage all members of
our community – white, black, brown,
Asian, Latino – to remember what
they have seen in these videos, recog-
nize that it is racism, and demand
justice for the victims. We encourage
you to become actively involved in
dismantling systemic racism and to
SAY THEIR NAMES: George Floyd
and Ahmaud Arbery, as well as
Trayvon Martin, Eric Garner, Tamir
Rice, Breonna Taylor, Philando

Castile, Sandra Bland...
Normally, we would host an event

at our MLK monument to address
this spate of racially motivated kill-
ings. Due to COVID-19 concerns we
will not do that this week as we can-
not in good conscience put people’s
health at risk. Rather, we encourage
everyone to visit our monument on
the South Avenue circle on their own
time and at a social distance to reflect
and pay tribute to the people we have
lost through race-based violence.

The Dr. King Association of
Westfield is a non-partisan organiza-
tion that is not affiliated with any
political party and we welcome ev-
eryone to join with us in our efforts to
further social justice. If you are inter-
ested in joining our association, please
email us at
MLKWestfield@gmail.com.

Elizabeth A. Wolf, President
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Association of Westfield

I write this today with a heavy
heart, not only as chief of the
Westfield Police Department, but
as a father of three young children,
as a dedicated public servant, and as
a broken-hearted American citizen.

I am extremely proud to be a po-
lice officer, and am honored to be
entrusted with the safety of others.
To me, the badge is a symbol of
trust, and of honor and integrity.

The role of a police officer is
NOT to exert power, to show force,
or to cause pain.

The role of a police officer is to
help, to protect, to show compas-
sion, to teach, and to love.

The killing of George Floyd, at
the hands of police officers, demon-
strated a callous disregard for hu-
man life. It should not have hap-
pened. His life was needlessly lost
at the hands of people who were
supposed to protect him.

The Westfield Police Department
condemns the actions of those who
contributed to the loss of his life.
That is not what police work is. That
is not what humanity is.

We mourn with his family, and
with the rest of America, for the loss
of his life. However, we must take
this moment, learn from it, and be-
come a more inclusive community.

I want you all to know the
Westfield Police Department has
been taking, and continues to take,
significant measures to ensure the
absolute professionalism of its po-
lice officers and their conduct at all
times.

From the implementation of body-
worn cameras, which are assigned
to each and every one of our uni-
formed officers and field supervi-
sors, to mandated implicit bias train-
ing, to the on-going review, revi-
sion and re-issuance of every single
one of our standard operating pro-

Kindness Is A Core Principle of
The Mental Health Council

This week the Westfield Mental
Health Council discusses kindness
in our ongoing Mental Health
Awareness Month series. Kindness
can be as satisfying as a slice of
cake. Practicing this key ingredient
is the best way to be offered CAKE
in return. The other CAKE “ingre-
dients” are Compassion, Acceptance
and Empathy, the building blocks of
a stigma-free community.

The Cambridge English Dictio-
nary describes kindness as “the qual-
ity of being generous, helpful, and
caring about other people, or an act
showing this quality.” Recent ex-
amples in my home include a late
night, warm cookie delivery from a
friend for our sons in the midst of
final exams, the Mindak family of-
fering to paint the CAKE logo on a
pallet for our council, and a hand-
written greeting from a senior neigh-
bor delivered to our home. Kind
people state that offering kindness
becomes habitual.

Self-acceptance includes being
kind to oneself. Kindness to others
demonstrates the realization that we
are part of humanity. During this
time when we have to wear masks to
just go to the doctor, we can remem-
ber to look at each other in the eye,
say hello and greet each other, so we
do not feel so isolated or alone. We

can still be kind to ourselves and
others, even if we have to wear that
mask.

A trail of goodwill usually begins
when one has been offered the quali-
ties that generate positive feelings
of being cared for. Kindness is es-
sential in resetting emotions during
this time of worry, fear, and restric-
tions. Best of all, the desire to be
kind is contagious!

Paying it forward starts a chain of
kindness. Recall that warm feeling
when receiving something good and
unexpected – perhaps a free coffee
from the person ahead in line ahead,
or a call from someone headed to
the store asking if something is
needed. Gratitude is shared when
describing this surprise act to fam-
ily or friend. The chain is reinforced,
and an act of kindness is likely to be
passed on to another person as a
recognition or memory of that good
feeling.

More on the CAKE initiative and
additional mental health resources
are located at www.westfieldnj.gov/
mentalhealth. Please feel free to
send your CAKE-filled thoughts and
recognitions to
cake@westfieldnj.gov.

Dominique Trott
Sub-Committee Member

Westfield Mental Health Council

Scotch Plains, Fanwood Police Chiefs
Respond to Actions of Minneapolis Officer

cedures with the assistance of a pro-
fessional outside law enforcement
consultant, to the continuance of a
robust professional standards unit
to investigate any and all complaints
of officer misconduct, there has been
and will be no rest in our depart-
ment.

In addition, I look forward to be-
ing involved with Mayor Brindle’s
newly formed Human Relations Ad-
visory Committee to actively listen
and participate in fostering an envi-
ronment of inclusivity, mutual un-
derstanding, and respect within the
Westfield community.

As the chief of police, my job is to
ensure the Westfield Police Depart-
ment always gives you its very best.
You deserve that, you are worthy of
that, and nothing short of it will
ever be accepted.

In recognition of George Floyd’s
death, and the deaths of other people
of color lost to police brutality, we
stand with you.

In recognition of the strength of
peaceful protest and advocation for
change, we stand with you.

In recognition of the grace to
cause peace and healing for our
divided country, we stand with you.

In recognition of the significant
work left to do in our community
and our country, and in wanting to
be an active part of the solution, we
stand with you.

And in pledge to honor, protect,
and serve the wonderful citizens of
this town, regardless of a person’s
race, creed, nationality, or gender,
we stand before you.

I am always available for your
questions and to hear your concerns.
I am, as ever, here to serve you, and
to protect you and this great town.

Be well, be safe, and be strong.
Chris Battiloro

Westfield Police Chief

We are writing this statement to the
residents of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
to announce our official condemnation
of the actions of Minneapolis police
officer Derek Chauvin and the other
officers who stood by and watched
while Chauvin knelt on Mr. George
Floyd’s neck until he lost conscious-
ness and ultimately died. We have
watched that video from multiple
angles, and cannot find one single jus-
tification for why any individual, in
handcuffs, not resisting, is put in the
prone position with an officer kneeling
with his full weight on his neck, for over
nine minutes! Neither of us have ever
been part of, been witness too, nor
given approval for any kind of training
that would authorize a tactic such as
this to be used by any of our officers.
We fully agree with the arrest and
charges that were put on Derek Chauvin,
and anticipate that the other officers
who stood by and did nothing to offer
assistance to Mr. Floyd, will also find
themselves being charged, as they
should be.

The members of the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood Police Departments have
made many strides in an effort to build
a trusting relationship between the resi-
dents and visitors to our towns. We,
along with every other police depart-
ment in Union County, under the direc-
tion of the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office, have implemented a body-worn
camera program where all of our patrol
officers and other officers who are in
contact with the public must wear a
body-worn camera and record all en-
counters with members of the public.
For every incident that involves a use of
force, the video and reports are re-
viewed by the platoon commander and
then by the division commander to
make sure that the proper use of force
was used and that no more force than

that which was necessary was used. We
also have our commanding officers ran-
domly review videos for every one of
the officers that serve in their com-
mand.

We have used this to make sure that
the commanding officers know what
their officers are doing on a daily basis
and also use several of the videos as
training tools if we find an officer doing
something contrary to the accepted prac-
tices of either of our departments. This
program offers even more transparency
between our officers and the members
of the public that we serve. All of the
officers in New Jersey also must have
use of force, biased incident, and ra-
cially influenced policing training on an
annual basis. Over the last three years,
pair and impartial policing was imple-
mented and all officers in Union County
have had to participate in this training to
make sure that policing is done on an
even and fair basis for all. We both meet
with the members of the Ministerium
on a monthly basis to keep open lines of
communication at all times with the
leaders of the Houses of Worship in our
communities as well as other township
leaders. We also meet with the group
Social Justice Matters in an effort to
improve the race relations between
members of our communities and mem-
bers of our police departments. We
have improved upon our community
policing efforts by implementing the
Cops and Kids program where officers
from both Scotch Plains and Fanwood
and the school children from both com-
munities get to interact on a fun level
and build relationships that last a life-
time with our officers.

We also have a very strong LEAD
program, (that took the place of
D.A.R.E.), to keep building on the posi-
tive relationships between the young
members of our communities and our

officers. These, along with several other
programs and activities that our offic-
ers have participated in over the last
several years, are a great foundation for
a very strong relationship that we have
built with the members of our commu-
nities. We hope that the horrific actions
taken by Derek Chauvin and the other
Minneapolis officers do not destroy the
relationship that has taken us years to
build. We feel that we have to let the
justice system take its course and that
ultimately justice will be served to the
Floyd family and to all who have felt
betrayed and let down by incidents
such as these.

We are asking all of the residents of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood to not let
the strong relationship that we have
built over several years to be destroyed
by the completely horrific and inexcus-
able actions of Minneapolis police of-
ficer Chauvin and the other officers
who stood by and watched without
having the common human decency,
not to mention the official duty to act, to
come to the aid of Mr. George Floyd
and save his life, which they and all law
enforcement officers have taken an oath
to do. We truly understand the pain that
many members of our communities
feel after bearing witness to the hor-
rible way that Mr. George Floyd’s life
was taken from him. We, and the mem-
bers of the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Police Departments, completely and
whole heartedly condemn the actions
of Derek Chauvin and the other officers
who stood by and did nothing. We
welcome the opportunity to meet with
the public to continue to foster relation-
ships between the police and public we
serve.

Scotch Plains Police
Chief Theodore D. Conley

Fanwood Police Chief Richard Trigo



A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 4, 2020 Page 5

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Welcome to Our Neighborhood

Susan Massa CRS

908-400-0778

Susan@susanmassa.com

www.NJhomeshowcase.com

188 Elm Street, Westfield NJ 07090

908-233-8502 x455

Brought to you by

We Must Make Care of Cancer
Patients A Priority During Pandemic

2020 Census: Why Scotch Plains
Still Needs a Complete Count

Harms of PILOTS Are Detailed
In New Jersey Comptroller’s Report

I’m a volunteer for the American
Cancer Society, writing on behalf of
cancer survivors and their caregivers.
I write out of concern for this sector
of the population because of the ef-
fect COVID-19 has had on them.
Eleven percent of New Jersey’s
COVID fatalities have been individu-
als who were already battling cancer,
then later contracted the virus. This
pandemic has caused a myriad of
obstacles for cancer patients who’ve
been recently diagnosed or who re-
quire continued long-term care.

Eighty-seven percent of cancer
patients are experiencing disruptions
in treatment and testing regimens.
This crisis has made it difficult to
maintain contact with healthcare pro-
viders, all of whom are overwhelmed
and overworked at this point in time.
Regular access to treatment is diffi-
cult to come by, which increases the
probability for cancer cells to spread
or even return in some patients. A
number of research studies have been
temporarily suspended; not a good
thing when time is of the essence. All
of this, plus the financial burden of
paying health insurance premiums and
medical co-pays is causing wide-
spread anxiety for patients and
caregivers alike.

We collectively must stand together
to protect our most vulnerable mem-
bers of society. We must make this a
priority. We must NOT leave cancer
patients behind.

I implore readers to make a contri-
bution to the American Cancer Soci-
ety. Over the past three months, gifts
from donors have decreased dramati-
cally. Many ACS fundraising events
have been postponed or cancelled.
However, please know we are AL-
WAYS here for you with cancer help
and information when you need it.
Call us ANYTIME day or night at 1-
800-227-2345 or visit us on the web
www.cancer.org.

Your generous donations are gra-
ciously accepted to insure that cancer
patients receive services they need
NOW, and continue to have their
needs met in the future.

We at the American Cancer Soci-
ety are optimistically looking toward
the future. Our dedicated volunteers
are working on a safe social-distanc-
ing plan so we may host community
events soon. We are especially ex-
cited about “Bark For Life of Central
NJ,” our statewide dog walk and fes-
tival to raise funds and awareness in
the fight against cancer. Visit our
webpage www.RelayForLife.org/
BarkCentralNJ to make your dona-
tion to the American Cancer Society.
Check back often for event updates
and cancer-related information.

Ruthanne Brown
American Cancer Society (Northeast

Division)
Media and Publicity Senior Volun-

teer
Cranford

As of May 30, 2020, 79.8 percent
of Scotch Plains households re-
sponded to the 2020 Census, ex-
ceeding the response rate we ob-
tained in 2010 at this point. While
this is an excellent achievement, we
still need to get the remaining 20.2
percent of Scotch Plains households
to respond as soon as possible.

Census counts determine federal
funding for health care, schools,
and roads in our community, which
fuels community resources like hos-
pitals, school meals, and programs
and services for seniors. The
COVID-19 pandemic has under-
scored the importance of these pro-
grams. If our households don’t com-
plete the Census, we’ll lose out on
our fair share of federal funding.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
Census timelines have been ex-
tended and there is still time for you
to respond. You can still fill out
your questionnaire online at
2020census.gov or over the phone
at (844) 330-2020 or mail it in. U.S.
Census Bureau workers will begin
following up with households who
have not responded by August. But
completing the Census now will help
ensure our community is repre-
sented and funded for the next 10
years. Also, it’s important to note
that even if you lost or misplaced
your Census form you can still go
online or complete it over the phone.

To help spread the word about the
importance of the Census, the Scotch
Plains Complete Count Committee
continues to work with nonprofits,
faith groups, businesses, and the
school district to spread the word.
But we all need your help to make
sure Scotch Plains counts for the
next 10 years.

Here’s how you can help:
Remind five family members or

friends to complete the Census to
ensure a fair share of funding and
representation for their communi-
ties, schools, and hospitals. Every-
thing you need is provided right
here to start making calls, including
a call script: https://nj.gov/state/
census-outreach.shtml

Post a CensusSelfie on social me-
dia to remind your networks to com-
plete the Census and explain why
the Census is important to you.

Take 10 minutes to fill out your
2020 Census online today at
2020census.gov. Scotch Plains is
counting on you to do your part to
help our community get what we
deserve.

Mayor Al Smith
Chairman of Census

Complete Count Committee
Councilman Roc White,

Council Liaison to Census
Complete Count Committee

Tom Strowe, Project Coordinator for
Redevelopment and 2020 Census

It is Time for Town to Stop Sitting
On Assets By Moving Forward

We previously began to expose the
many problems with PILOTs and the
tax abatement programs that the
Brindle administration recently set in
motion in Westfield, without any
meaningful public debate or input,
and during a pandemic.

The harms that can be caused by
such programs are detailed in a report
published by the NJ State Comptrol-
ler, https://www.nj.gov/comptroller/
n e w s / d o c s /
tax_abatement_report.pdf. The
quoted excerpts below are taken di-
rectly from the comptroller’s report
with our emphasis added. They should
cause all Westfield residents serious
concern.

“Tax abatements result in signifi-
cant foregone revenue and introduce
[property] tax inequities…. PILOTs
do little to help other local entities
reliant on tax revenue, such as …
school districts.”

“Despite these high stakes, … little
is done to monitor the use of such
abatements, to ensure that they are
appropriately awarded, or to deter-
mine whether they achieve their pur-
poses. Our review of tax abatement
practices … found numerous weak-
nesses in the regulation, implementa-
tion, and oversight of these pro-
grams….” [As a result,] “[t]ax abate-
ments should be used carefully and
sparingly given the multitude of pit-
falls, their far-reaching impact, and
the reality that exemption from taxa-
tion is a departure from the normal
allocation of tax obligations.”

“While abatement of taxes other-
wise owed is uniformly positive from
the perspective of the developer, it
results … in lost revenue for govern-
ment entities. In addition, these fi-
nancial arrangements can create tax
inequity and present opportunities for
unfair favoritism or cronyism.”

“In the broadest sense, abatement
programs are meant to encourage re-
habilitation and redevelopment of
distressed areas.… However, abate-
ment programs can also create ineq-
uities and the potential for waste and
abuse. The inequities stem from shift-
ing tax burdens, while the potential
for waste and abuse lies in the process
of choosing developers and projects.”

“For example, … under long-term
abatement arrangements, property tax
collections on the development –
which normally are split among sev-
eral entities – are eliminated, and 95
percent of the negotiated PILOT is
kept by the municipality, with 5 per-
cent for the county and nothing for
the school district.”

So not only is tax revenue for our
schools lost, increased population
from the property development may
result in higher-education expenses.
The rest of us will have to pick up the
tab on both ends.

In addition to declaring our entire
downtown as an area in need of reha-
bilitation and eligible for five-year tax
abatements, in March the Brindle ad-
ministration began the process to de-
clare nearly all town parking lots, the
Rialto building, and the Lord & Taylor
site as areas in need of redevelopment,
which allows for longer-term, 30-year
tax abatements. These extended hand-
outs can bring additional concerns.

“Cronyism may emerge in the ap-
proval process of long-term abate-
ments, further compounding these
inequities. Cronyism provides unfair
advantages to favored developers and,
in the process, can lead to less benefi-
cial terms for the municipality and
other affected parties. Historical evi-
dence of corruption of the redevelop-
ment process in New Jersey confirms
that this threat is real in the long-term
abatement context.”

“Importantly, the asserted benefits
of granting tax abatements are far
from guaranteed. Developers may
over promise benefits that do not

materialize…. [A] number of studies
have cast doubt on whether tax abate-
ments generally attain their desired
goals, including whether they actu-
ally affect business expansion, devel-
opment and relocation decisions.”

“Meanwhile, the cost and burden-
shifting effects are real. At least in the
near term, … tax receipts are lost. At
the same time, new development may
increase the amount and types of [lo-
cal] government services being de-
manded…. In instances where the
development at issue would have oc-
curred without an abatement, the tax
distortions are even more severe.”

These are sobering observations,
none of which you’ll find in the
Mayor’s comments or on the town’s
website. Final commentary from the
comptroller’s report:

“[I]n practice, there is essentially no
state oversight and monitoring of the
granting of individual tax abatements
in New Jersey…. These circumstances
have resulted in a lack of transparency
and accountability regarding the
awarding of abatements….”

“For school districts, the impact is
more direct. School districts often
receive a large portion of traditional
property tax collections” – in
Westfield approximately 60 percent.
“As a result, abatements have a large
impact on school funding and the tax
burden of other taxpayers in the mu-
nicipality…. When a property-tax
abatement occurs, the school district
receives no portion of the new PILOT
revenue and thus loses out on the new
wealth of the municipality….”

“The new development may also
add new, unfunded service burdens
on the schools. The cost of these
burdens must either be absorbed by
raising rates on other taxpayers or by
paring back services.”

Not only do tax abatement pro-
grams for commercial property own-
ers and developers increase the taxes
paid by residents, they do not guaran-
tee any benefit to downtown shops
and restaurants. Downtown property
owners and developers favored with
Mayor Brindle’s tax breaks are under
no obligation to pass the savings along
in the form of lower rents to their
tenants, many of whom are small busi-
nesses. Doing so might help fill some
of the many empty storefronts in our
downtown.

How many of these serious prob-
lems with PILOTs and other tax abate-
ments did the Mayor raise and dis-
cuss with the public before our entire
downtown was declared blighted?
Shouldn’t we be concerned about the
significant potential identified in the
comptroller’s report for “cronyism,”
“corruption,” “lost revenue,” “waste
and abuse?” What pros and cons did
the town council or the planning board
meaningfully debate before rubber-
stamping the Mayor’s plan?

Is this what you expect from your
local elected officials? Should criti-
cal decisions about the future of
Westfield’s precious downtown be
made during a global pandemic, with
residents in lockdown? Do you want
tax revenues diverted from our
schools primarily for the benefit of
developers, with homeowners pick-
ing up the tab? We don’t. Westfield
deserves better. If you agree, let Mayor
Brindle know at
mayorbrindle@westfieldnj.gov.

JoAnn Neylan, Chairwoman
Westfield Town

Republican Committee

As a Westfield resident and former
executive director of the Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), I have
been involved in the evolution of our
downtown for over 20 years. In my
career as a professional planner, I have
worked in towns with diverse and dy-
namic central business districts such
as Burlington, Vermont and here in
New Jersey in Montclair and Princeton.
These communities have benefited
from dynamic policies that enable a
central business district to thrive. So I
am very pleased that the Westfield
Town Council recently voted 8-1 to
designate our Downtown Westfield
Special Improvement District (SID)
as an area in need of rehabilitation.
This is a first and long overdue step in
sparking necessary investment to revi-
talize our town center. And as a mem-
ber and the vice-chairman of
Westfield’s planning board, I believe
that it is critical to understand and be
informed about important economic
and land-use planning decisions so I
would like to take this opportunity to
comment on the benefits of rehabilita-
tion and redevelopment designations.

An area in need of rehabilitation
encourages the renovation of existing
buildings through tax incentives. It
enables owners who improve their
properties to grow into their increased
property tax assessment over five years.
By structuring their tax increase by 20
percent a year, property owners are
provided time to attract new tenants
and businesses before the full amount
of their incremental new taxes are due.
It is important to note that this designa-
tion results in no lost tax revenue and
Westfield can expect an increase in tax
revenue beginning in year one. Many
downtown properties need significant
investment to bring them up to modern
standards and the investment is un-
likely to happen in this challenging
economy without prudent economic
policy.

It is encouraging to witness the pro-
cess underway to designate the mu-
nicipal parking lots, the Lord & Taylor
properties, and the Rialto as “areas in
need of redevelopment.” This will al-
low the town to address some of the
recommendations that came out of our
recently adopted Westfield Master Plan
Reexamination Report. The report

highlights the public’s desire to ad-
dress our parking challenges, diver-
sify our housing stock, and create more
public plazas and amenities. Redevel-
opment designation is significant as it
allows the town to enter into a redevel-
opment agreement and retain signifi-
cant control over all aspects of a project.
The agreement may or may not in-
clude a Payment In Lieu Of Taxes
(PILOT), which would allow the town
to retain 95 percent of a negotiated fee
with only 5 percent going to the county.

Throughout New Jersey, PILOT
agreements have been the economic
engine driving the transformation of
many downtowns all over the state
including neighboring towns Cranford,
Summit, Fanwood and Morristown.
In Princeton, the municipality was one
of the first towns in the state to lever-
age the expansion of the redevelop-
ment criteria to successfully revitalize
its downtown. In 1994, a municipal
parking lot and library site was desig-
nated as a redevelopment area and a
PILOT was negotiated with the devel-
oper. The agreement resulted in not
only incremental municipal revenue
but the creation of an attractive park-
ing garage with residences, shops and
restaurants, a beautiful new public li-
brary and a popular and busy public
plaza. A former surface parking lot has
now become the heartbeat of a thriv-
ing downtown.

It is exciting to see the bold steps
this administration is taking to finally
address the challenges in our down-
town. The time to act is now, with
vision, courage and confidence. Back
in 1999, the DWC developed a down-
town improvement plan that called for
enhanced streetscapes, lighting, pe-
destrian spaces, historic preservation
and mixed-use redevelopment of sur-
face parking lots and underutilized
sites. Sadly, major aspects of the plan
have not yet been implemented but the
recommendations are as relevant to-
day as they were 20 years ago.

It is time for Westfield to stop sitting
on its assets. Thank you Mayor Brindle,
town council and my planning board
colleagues for courageously champi-
oning and supporting a vision for
reimagining our downtown. I would
encourage my fellow residents to sup-
port these efforts.

Michael La Place
Westfield

How Can Some People
Be So Uncaring?

Did the death knell of Jersey shore
business this summer just toll?

In Ocean City, Md., on Saturday of
the Memorial Day weekend, crowds
walked the boardwalk. No social dis-
tancing. No masks. The coronavirus
ignores state lines. It can easily get to
Delaware and then is just a ferry ride
away from Cape May, South Jersey
tourism can be ruined.

On Memorial Day, the so-called
freedom crowd rallied in Point Pleas-
ant. No social distancing. No masks.
Summer business in this shore area
could be destroyed.

Worse yet, infection and death
could once again spread like wildfire.

How can so many people be so
unconcerned and so uncaring?

Otto Picard
Scotch Plains

Hauler Rescues
Engagement Ring

We all have stories when business
owners have gone above and beyond
in providing excellent service, and I
wanted to share my recent experi-
ence with a company that not only
takes care of their customers, but also
does it with kindness — A & S Sani-
tation Services of Fanwood/Scotch
Plains. In a recent pandemic cleaning
frenzy, I accidentally threw away my
engagement ring and a diamond ear-
ring in a paper towel. Their small but
superhero staff was very responsive
and luckily the truck had malfunc-
tioned and was not dumped before
the holiday weekend.

They arranged for me to meet
Fabio, the owner, and Glenn, their
mechanic, at the Covanta transfer
facility in Rahway. What a huge facil-
ity for a daunting and uncomfortable
task — especially in the middle of a
pandemic! But A&S knows their busi-
ness, and we found it fairly quickly. I
am so fortunate and cannot thank
them enough! A & S demonstrates the
value of a small personalized busi-
ness that truly cares about their cus-
tomers. I highly recommend them.
Acts of kindness like this are espe-
cially appreciated in these uncertain
times.

Sherry Cronin
Westfield

New Jersey County Prosecutors
Issue Statement on George Floyd

The images of George Floyd’s
death in Minneapolis are deeply dis-
turbing. Mr. Floyd’s death is being
investigated not only by the
Hennepin County Attorney’s Office,
the U.S. Attorney’s Office and the
FBI in Minneapolis, but by the U.S.
Department of Justice Civil Rights
division, as it should be.

As county prosecutors entrusted
with the solemn responsibility of
acting as the chief law enforcement
officer in our respective counties,
we recognize that so much of law
enforcement’s relationship with the
community is built upon trust. We
trust the members of our commu-
nity to follow the law and cooperate
with our efforts to enforce it; our
community has the right to trust that
they will be treated fairly and justly
by the officers who serve them.

In New Jersey, the law enforce-
ment community is fortunate to have
developed a positive relationship
with our residents. Our police offic-
ers and state troopers routinely con-
duct themselves with the utmost pro-
fessionalism and respect for the
members of the communities they
serve. This has been particularly
apparent over the past few months
as our officers have managed the
added responsibility of enforcing
significant restrictions on our nor-
mal activities with sensitivity to the
stress that our residents are experi-
encing in the midst of this public
health crisis.

We believe that New Jersey is
home to some of the finest law en-
forcement officers in the country.
The County Prosecutors Associa-
tion of New Jersey is committed to
ensuring that members of our local,
county and state police forces pro-
vide fair treatment and justice to all
our residents. Anyone who believes
they have been victimized by a mem-

ber of law enforcement as a result
of bias or other improper behavior
is encouraged to take the matter up
with that officer’s chief, or contact
their county prosecutor’s office di-
rectly so their complaint can be
thoroughly investigated.

We are privileged to have the
leadership of New Jersey Attorney
General Gurbir Grewal, who just
this past fall issued a comprehen-
sive package of policy initiatives
designed to reinforce and clarify
the Garden State’s commitment to
excellence in policing. These state-
wide reforms are intended to pro-
mote the culture of professional-
ism, accountability and transpar-
ency that are hallmarks of New
Jersey’s best law enforcement agen-
cies. Through Attorney General
Grewal’s “Excellence in Policing
Initiative,” the state is building a
national model for strengthening
accountability and trust between law
enforcement officers and the com-
munities they serve.

In closing, we will keep George
Floyd, his family and friends in our
thoughts and prayers. In addition to
being county prosecutors, we are
all part of the citizenry we serve
and as such, we pledge our contin-
ued commitment to ensuring jus-
tice for each and every resident of
our state, to holding all offenders,
police officers included, account-
able for their crimes, and improv-
ing relations between law enforce-
ment and the community.

County Prosecutors
Association of New Jersey

Read More
Letters on Pg. 13
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A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
From the archives of The Westfield

Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times — Complete ac-
counts of the events can be read in the
archives.

May 23, 2019: The third-seeded
Chatham High School Cougars de-
feated the seventh-seeded Cranford
Cougars softball team, 2-1, in a nine-
inning classic during the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament
in Chatham on May 23. Julia
Yukniewicz took advantage of a three-
base error to score the winning run in
the bottom of the ninth inning.

Cranford pitcher Morrigan
Gardiner tossed a one-hitter (Jocelyn
Spencer) while striking out 11 and
walking two batters. Chatham pitcher
Anna Lengner allowed four hits, while
striking out 12 and walking two bat-
ters. Morgan Heim had a double and

a single for 14-6 Cranford, Liz
McCaffery singled and walked once
and Gardiner singled.

May 23, 2019: Tailing 1-0 in the
top of the seventh inning, the
Somerville Pioneers scored twice then
held on to oust the Cranford Cougars,
2-1, in the quarterfinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 3, Group 3 Tour-
nament at Memorial Field in Cranford
on May 23.

The Cougars’ only run came in the
fourth. Aidan Plick hacked an infield
single. After Somerville’s Wortman
fanned the next two batters, Plick
stole second. Joe Meola was hit by a
pitch. With Mike Murphy at the plate,
Plick and Meola pulled off a success-

ful double steal. Next, Wortman’s
pitch hit the lip of the plate and sailed
out of play as Plick scored. Murphy
would walk but Wortman got the next
batter to fly out to right field.

May 23, 2019: The top-seeded
Chatham High School Cougars de-
feated the fourth-seeded Cranford
Cougars boys lacrosse team, 13-6, in
the semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Group 3 Tournament in Chatham
on May 23. Cole Blazek scored four
goals and added an assist for 18-3
Cranford, while Conor Halpin and
Ryan Echavarria each added a goal.
Mike Kalnins and Steve Shore each
had an assist and goalkeeper Phil
Marotta made 11 saves.

May 24, 2019: Pitcher MJ
Catanzaro went the distance, allow-
ing just four hits and two walks, while
striking out six as the eighth-seeded

Westfield High School baseball team
stung the top-seeded, fourth-ranked
Bayonne Bees, 3-2, in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament in Bayonne on
May 24. Matt McIntrye rapped a two-
run triple and Victor Coustan went 2-
for-3 with a run scored for the 9-11
Blue Devils. Christian Pansini and
Christopher Ho each singled and
scored once.

May 29, 2019: Opportunities that
were exploited and a number of key
defensive plays earned the eighth-
seeded Westfield High School base-
ball team a 3-1 victory over the fourth-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-
ers in the semifinal round of the North

Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment in Scotch Plains on May 29. The
Blue Devils’ key defensive plays oc-
curred in innings one, four and six,
denying the 18-9 Raiders of any ma-
jor rally, while they capitalized on
Raider miscues to score once in each
of innings four, six and seven.

The performances from both start-
ing pitchers were outstanding. Blue
Devil Mike Carlone, who was re-
lieved by MJ Catanzaro with two outs
in the sixth inning, allowed eight hits,
walked one and hit a batter, while
striking out six Raiders. Catanzaro
then retired all four batters that he
faced. Raider starter Danny Wilkinson
tossed one out shy of a complete
game and allowed only two hits, while
walking four and striking out eight
Blue Devils. Reliever Pat Cuccurullo
faced three batters and walked one.

Andrew Caminiti singled and
scored twice for Westfield. Danny
Kohler lined an RBI single and Matt
McIntyre drew a bases-loaded walk
for the third run. The Raiders’ run

came in the sixth when Dean Kirian
doubled and scored on Mike Dieu’s
RBI single.

May 23, 2018: The Watchung Hills
boys lacrosse team scored 11 of its 17
goals in the second half to overcome
the Westfield Blue Devils, 17-8, in
the North Jersey, Group 4 Tourna-
ment in Warren on May 23. Matt
Rittendale scored three goals and
Devon McLane had two goals and an
assist for the 12-6 Blue Devils. Nicky
Bond, Jake Engelke and Jake Wornow
each scored once. Goalkeeper Jack

McCauley made three saves, allow-
ing three goals, and Theo Dardia made
three saves.

May 23, 2018: The second-seeded
Mt. Olive boys lacrosse team de-
feated third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 15-9, in the semifinal round
of the North Group 3 Tournament on
May 23. Aidan Guma and Anthony
Porter each had a pair of goals and a
pair of assists for the 12-7 Raiders.
Noah Costanzo netted three goals and
Tommy Nakonechny added a goal
and an assist. Jack Brady scored once
and Alex Oslislo had an assist. Tom
Bruckman made nine saves.

May 23, 2018: Bright flames must
have been tailing off senior Brenna
Dolan’s pitches because the oppos-
ing batters just seemed to be blinded
and unable to get a good bat on the
ball during the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 Tournament between the
fourth-seeded Cranford High School
softball team and the fifth-seeded
Ferris Bulldogs at Adams Field in
Cranford on May 23. Dolan struck

out 13 Bulldogs, allowed just four
soft singles and walked none in a 6-1
Cougar victory.

The 11-8 Cougars totaled eight hits,
which included a pair of doubles and
a colossal home run. Erin
Schwerdtfeger (2-for-3) doubled and
scored on her first at-bat and tapped
an RBI single in her second at-bat.
Mia Markase singled twice and had
an RBI, Taylor Reitzel singled and
scored once, Elizabeth McCaffery
singled and Julia Lufano scored once.
Sarah Gluck drilled an RBI double

and Dolan emphatically helped her
own cause by slamming a two-run
home run.

May 24, 2018: Senior Natalie Bond
scored four goals and added one as-

sist to lead the Westfield High School
girls lacrosse team past top-seeded
Bridgewater-Raritan, 10-4, in the
NJSIAA North 2, Group IV Tourna-
ment Championship match played on
May 24 at Basilone Field in
Bridgewater. The championship was
the first in school history for the girls
lacrosse team and came against the
team, which had knocked them out in
the sectional semis last year. The vic-
tory set Westfield up for a Group IV
state semifinal match against top-
ranked Ridgewood on May 29 at
Warren Hills.

Olivia Shields scored three goals

and had an assist for Westfield. Carley
Farella chipped in with two goals and
Paige Radice added a goal for the
new sectional champs.

May 20, 2017: Blue and Red col-
ors created plenty of fire during the
North Group 4 boys lacrosse tourna-
ment showdown between the fourth-
seeded Westfield Blue Devils and the
fifth-seeded Hunterdon Central Red
Devils at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield on May 20. The Blue Dev-
ils, who earned a 6-2 lead after three
quarters, withstood a furious fourth-
quarter onslaught from the Red Dev-
ils to emerge with a 6-4 victory and a
ticket to the semifinals to face top-
seeded Bridgewater-Raritan, 9-6,

winners over North Hunterdon.
The 10-6 Blue Devils’ offense came

from Devon McLane, who netted a
pair of goals and an assist, Jake
Wornow, who notched two goals, Matt

Rittendale, who had a goal and an
assist, and Nicky Bond with one goal.
But the real story, however, was the
performance of junior goalkeeper
Jack McCauley, along with major
support from the defense. McCauley
was put to the test. especially in the
first quarter and in the second half
with Red Devil face-off specialist
Matt White winning the majority of
the battles of the Wolverines in the
pit. McCauley finished with 13 saves.

Mid May, 2017: The Westfield
boys tennis put on an impressive per-
formance to capture its third straight
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4

Championship with a 5-0 victory over
the J.P. Stevens Hawks. The 25-2
Blue Devils came into the match as
the tournament’s No. 1 seed and
ranked third in New Jersey. J.P.
Stevens, the second seed, stood at
13th in the state.

Senior Captain Noah Reich (27-2)
set the tone for the match with a 6-2,
6-0 victory over Artun Krishnan at
second singles. Rob Faktor and Matt
Su (19-3) defeated Nihar Prabhala
and Hrish Bopalkar, 6-2, 6-2, at first
doubles and Jacob Tananbaum and
David Spring (13-6) clinched the team
match with a 6-2, 7-5 victory over
Akshay Khanna and Rohan

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCRAMBLING BACK TO THIRD...Hawks runner Amanda Leary dives back to third safely after being caught in a
rundown by Blue Devils Danielle Rinaldi, left, and Julia Romano in the second inning in Westfield on May 23, 2017.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TESTING THE BEST IN THE POLE VAULT…Cougar Kelly Burke broke a Union County and North Jersey, Group 2,
Section 2 meet record by clearing 12’7” then nearly tied the state record, while attempting 13 feet on May 22, 2010.

David B. Corbin (May 23, 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THREE FIRSTS...Raider Karl Jennings won the 110-hurdles in 14.4,
the 400-hurdles in 55.8 and the high jump with a height of 6’4” at the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 tournament in Millburn on May 23, 1998.

Marlene Iacoponi (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD TIME TO CELEBRATE...Catcher Mike Charlton picks up pitcher MJ
Catanzaro after the eighth-seeded Blue Devils stung the top-seeded, fourth-
ranked Bayonne Bees, 3-2, in the North 2, Group 4 Quarterfinal (May 24, 2019).

Alex Lowe (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CELEBRATING FIRST SECTIONAL TITLE...The Lady Blue Devils celebrate
after defeating the top-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 10-4, in Bridgewater
for their first North Jersey, Group 4 lacrosse championship (May 24, 2018).

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAD MAN IN A DOUBLE STEAL...Cougar Aidan Plick steals third base in the
fourth inning and later zooms home on a wild pitch in the North 2, Group 3 game
against Somerville at Memorial Field in Cranford on May 23, 2019.

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING THIRD...Cougar Ryan Bakie steals third base as Bulldog third
baseman Kevin Polanco leaps high in the air for an errant throw by the catcher in
the sixth inning. Bakie quickly headed for home and scored the Cougars’ fourth
run (May 26, 2017).

Courtesy of John Beckwith (May 2016 files)

WINNING AT FIRST SINGLES...Senior Tyler Roth won his match at first
singles as the Westfield Blue Devils defeated Montgomery, 4-1, for the State Group
4 Championship at Mercer County Park on May 24, 2016.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Waghmare at second doubles.
Captain Owen Bartok (26-0) then

cemented the fourth team point with a
6-3, 6-3, victory at third singles over
Alex Telson and Damien Ruparel (20-
3) rallied to capture his fist singles
match in three sets, 4-6, 6-3, 6-0, over
Derek Hsieh.

May 24, 2017: J. P. Stevens ace
Ashley Lombardi had a proven track
record of being a very difficult pitcher
to score runs on and she proved it by
leading the fifth-seeded Hawks to a 3-
1 victory over the fourth-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils in the
quarterfinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 4 Tournament
in Westfield on May 24. Lombardi
yielded six hits and half of them came
in the fifth inning when the Blue Dev-
ils scored their only run.

Blue Devil Danielle Rinaldi, how-

ever, seemed to have Lombardi’s num-
ber as she went with her pitches and
rapped a double down the right field
line in the third inning and slashed a
triple in the same direction in the fifth.
Rinaldi scored the Blue Devils’ only
run. Genevieve Howell also had suc-
cess against Lombardi with a pair of
singles. Ally Gulla also singled and
Julia Romano drilled an RBI single to
center.

May 26, 2017: Frustration in the
early innings caused some concern
but the third-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars kept plugging away to take a
two-run lead only to see it fade away
in the seventh that paved the way for
an extra-inning endurance run against
11-seeded Ferris in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament at Memorial
Field in Cranford on May 26. After a
missed opportunity in the eighth and
another in the ninth, Ryan Bakie
bounced an RBI single to leftfield,
scoring Matt Perino in the bottom of

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
the 10th inning to reward the 18-7
Cougars with a 5-4 victory over the
Bulldogs from Jersey City.

Bakie also doubled, stole a base and
scored once. Brian Oblachinski stole a
pair of bases and scored the Cougars’
first run and Tyler Szczech (2-for-4)
drilled a key two-run single. Tom
Armstrong singled, doubled and drew
an RBI walk. James Shriner and Matt
Perino both singled and scored once.

May 21, 2016: The hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood baseball team cel-
ebrated Senior Day with a come from
behind 5-4 win over South Plainfield
on May 21. The Raiders got big con-
tributions from each of their five
graduating seniors but needed help
from a feisty freshman to secure the
victory. Senior George Leichtling
drove in two runs, including the game
winner on a sixth inning bases-loaded

walk. Senior Tyler O’Brien had two
hits and scored, while serving as the
offensive catalyst all day. And with
the Raiders leading 5-4 entering the
seventh inning, Coach Joe Higgins
brought in freshman pitcher Danny
Wilkinson, who slammed the door.

May 21, 2016: The seventh-seeded
Westfield High School boys lacrosse
team stung second-seeded
Ridgewood, 8-7, in overtime to ad-
vance to the North Jersey Group 4
semifinal to face sixth-seeded North
Hunterdon, 10-7, upset winners over
third-seeded Morristown.

Co-Captains James Bohlinger net-
ted three goals and a pair of assists
and Brandon Leuthold added a goal
and three assists for the Blue Devils.
Jake Wornow notched a pair of goals,
Blake Taylor had a goal and an assist
and Nicky Bond added a goal, while
Mike Moriarty and Devon McLane
each contributed an assist. Co-Cap-
tain/goalkeeper Toby Burgdorff made
13 saves.

May 24, 2016: The 5 ranked
Westfield High School boys tennis
team put together back-to-back wins
over No. 4 Livingston and No 2 Mont-

gomery to clinch the NJSIAA/New
Balance Group 4 title at Mercer County
Park. This was Westfield’s first Group
4 title since 2010 and 15th overall.

Against Livingston in the semifi-
nals. Tyler Roth and Damien Ruparel
won at first and second singles fol-
lowed by Will Kelly and Max Carle,
who clinched the overall team match
at second doubles. Owen and Matt
Bartok closed out their match at first
doubles. With a place in the finals
secured, Noah Reich, up one set, had
his match at third singles halted.

Against Montgomery, Reich got
Westfield on track quickly with a domi-
nating victory at third singles. Mont-
gomery claimed second doubles but
Ruparel delivered a point at second

singles. With Westfield, 2-1, and Mont-
gomery leading 4-2 in the third and
deciding set against Owen and Matt
Bartok at first doubles, it seemed as if
the title would come down to Roth at
first singles, who had split sets with his
opponent. But the Bartok brothers
turned it around and stormed through
the next four games to clinch the set,
the match and the title. Roth played on
and came through with a victory.

May 26, 2016: Garrett Forrestal
(2-for-3, 4 RBI) had to wait for it.
Much longer than he wanted. If noth-
ing else, he learned patience has its
rewards. The senior left fielder worked
a 3-2 count before hitting a bases-
loaded triple in the third inning, turn-
ing a one-run deficit into a 3-1 lead
and pacing the fourth-seeded Cranford
High School baseball team to an 8-1
victory over fifth-seeded South
Plainfield in the North Jersey, Group
3, Section 2 quarterfinals at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on May 26.

Pitcher Gordon Graceffo retired the
Tigers in order three times, spreading
three hits over the seven innings, walk-
ing two, striking out three and hitting
one batter.

May 26, 2016: Shades of the dis-
mal opening day performance quickly
vanished and brightened up when the
second-seeded Westfield High School
baseball team manufactured five runs
in the third inning to overcome a 4-0
deficit en route to a 10-4 triumph over
the seventh-seeded Woodbridge
Barrons in the quarterfinal round of
the North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
tournament in Westfield on May 26.
The 22-5 Blue Devils, although being
a bit shaky in the second inning yield-
ing an unearned run, came together
on the mound, in the field and at the
plate to blank the Barrons the rest of

the way.
Starting pitcher Zach Kelly, who

ceded three hits in the first inning and
gave up one in the second, found his

groove and shut out the Barrons the
next four innings before being re-
lieved by Corey Hiltz, who blanked
them in the seventh. J Mack Rembisz
finished 2-for-3 with two walks. JD
Marner chopped a two-run single.

May 22-23, 2015: Seeded fourth
in their event, the Blue Devil four-
some of Kelly Morrison, Noelle
Blackford, Julia Myers and Brooke
Schaeffer, not only stunned the rest of
the field but also, broke the meet
record in the 4x800 meter relay on
Day 1 of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament at Ridge High
School. In the 4x800 event, the Lady
Blue Devils crossed the line in 9:29.58
to shatter the previous record of
9:39.58 set by Columbia in 2013.

In girls Group 3, Cougar Erin
Meixner, although it was not her best
throw, took first in the shot put with a
distance of 35-6.5. Teammates Chris-
tina Barlik at 32-6.25 and Brianna
Scotti at 32-1.25 took 5-6. Throughout
the season, however, the trio have been
consistently improving their PRs. The
Lady Cougars also took top honors in
the 4x800 when Amanda Bush, Bella
Disimone, Alannah Clarke and Kiera
Hurley crossed the line first in 9:49.41.

In the boys Group 4, Raiders Kobe
White and Merlin Edmond were in a
battle for bragging rights in the 100
meters. In the preliminary round,
White just nipped Edmond to record
the fastest qualifying time. In the fi-
nals, Edmond (11.23) won by a toe
over White (11.26) to finish 1-2.
Edmond also finished fourth in the
400 at 50.05. On Day 2, however,
White crossed first in the 200 with a
time of 22.57.

Blue Devil Theo Brunson won the
pole vault with a height of 12-6. Cou-
gars Josh Cadet, Acacio Escada, Jack
Schetelich and Josiah Cadet finished
third in the Group 3 4x400 at 3:28.63.

May 26, 2015: The Ridge Red
Devils rallied from two runs down in
the top of the seventh to tie the game
then won it with two more in the
eighth to defeat Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 9-7, in the semifinals of the
NJSIAA North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 baseball tournament held on
May 26 in Scotch Plains. This one
will leave a mark as the second-seeded
Raiders squandered a 5-1 lead they
had built early in the game.

Kevin Maxwell turned in a heroic
performance in his last game as a
Raider. The senior went 4-for-4 with
four RBI and launched a two-run
homer to leftfield in the bottom of the

second inning to give the Raiders a 5-
1 lead. The Raiders had raced out to a
3-0 lead in the top of the first after
senior Matt Marino blasted a three
run shot over the leftfield fence.

May 26, 2015: “G-Men” Vince
Genova, Mike Gamba and Albert
Gargiulo, along with several others,
made huge contributions that guided
the top-seeded Cranford High School
baseball team to a 5-1 victory over
fourth-seeded West Essex in the semi-
final round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Tournament at Me-
morial Field in Cranford on May 26.
Genova tossed shutout ball until the
seventh inning and had a one-hitter
going until the fifth inning. His com-
mand of his curveball and off-speed
pitches allowed him to successfully
hit the corners, permitting just one
walk while striking out two.

The Cougars totaled 12 hits and
Gamba contributed immensely with a
pair of two-run singles. Pat Knight
also darkened the Knights’ chances
with three hits in four at-bats, while
scoring twice. Joe Norton (2 runs
scored) and Ryan Bakie also rapped a
pair of singles and Gargiulo singled in
his first two at-bats and persuaded the
Knights to intentionally walk him in
his third at-bat.

May 22-24, 2014: Senior Chris
Callahan scored what turned out to be
the winning goal late in the fourth
quarter to give the third-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils boys lacrosse
team an 8-7 victory over the eighth-
ranked, 14-5 Ridge Red Devils in the
semifinal round of the North Jersey,
Group 4 tournament at Basking Ridge.
Then on May 24 in Bridgewater, the
Blue Devils took out the top-seeded
No. 13 Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers,
10-5, to seize the championship.
Against Ridge, junior Luke Prybylski
fired in three goals and added an
assist, while Pat Aslanian netted two

goals and an assist.
Against the 10-8 Panthers, Chris

Aslanian notched three goals and
added an assist. Prybylski punched in
three goals, Pat Aslanian netted a pair
of goals and an assist and Dan Huber
contributed four assists.

May 23-24, 2014: Strong indi-
vidual performances helped catapult
the SPF Raider boys and girls track &
field teams to third and fourth place,
respectively, and the Cranford Cou-
gar girls to third place at the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield
on May 23-24. Raider Tori Baliatico
used a strong kick after clearing the
final hurdle to cross first in the 400
intermediate hurdles with a time of
1:04.02. Cougars Anna Fitch at 1:04.4

and Laura Van Horn at 1:07.31 fin-
ished 3-7.

In the field, Raider Briana Johnson
won the discus with a toss of 99-3.
Cougar Maranda Brown took third at
92-10. Cougar Ashley McGuire
crossed first in the 100 hurdles with a
time of 15.21, while Cougar Jenna
Ellenbacher at 16.03 and Baliatico at
16.6 finished 3-4. Cougars Jessica
Brown, Bella DeSimone, Ellenbacher
and Fitch crossed first in the 4x400
with a time of 4:02.98.

For the boys, Raider Quincy
Sanchez crossed first in the interme-
diate hurdles with a time of 56.36.
Raider Rashan Gary won the shot put
with a shove of 50-0.5.

May 22, 2013: Raider starting
pitcher James D’Angelo and six of
his Scotch Plains-Fanwood baseball
teammates stepped onto the field for

the last time and celebrated with a
well-earned, 9-3 victory over the
Brearley Bears on Senior Day in
Scotch Plains. D’Angelo, working
with Dylan Sands behind the plate,
scattered five hits, striking out five
batters, while walking no one in four
innings. Jack Poillon added three RBI.
Senior leftfielder Kevin Raszka went
2-for-2 with two doubles and four
RBI, and senior first baseman Brad
Alleman went 2-for-2 with an RBI.

May 23, 2013: Momentum shifts
occurred frequently, but the most im-
portant shift seemed to come late in
the third quarter, which led to the
second-seeded Westfield Blue Devil
boys lacrosse team’s 11-10 victory
over third-seeded Hunterdon Central
in the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Group 4 Tournament at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Senior
attacker Jack Flaherty netted three
goals, while senior midfielder Matt
Webb notched a pair of goals and a
pair of assists. Senior attacker Nick
Arnold and sophomore attacker Luke

Prybylski each scored two goals, and
junior midfielder Pat Decker added a
goal and an assist. Junior midfielder
Dan Huber had one goal.

May 24-25, 2013: Inclement
weather may have hindered individual
performances, but the Westfield Blue
Devil boys track and field team made
a good showing at the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 tournament at
Ridge High School, placing fourth
with a total of 47. Blue Devil Phil
Edwards finished first in the 3,200
with a time of 9:43.43. Matt Luppino
crossed second in the 1,600 with a
time of 4:23.58. Peter Fagan, who set
a WHS record of 16 feet in the pole
vault at the East Coast meet on May
20, won the pole vault with a clear-

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WINNER BY A TOE...Raider Merlin Edmond, left, edged teammate Kobe White
by a toe to win the 100 meter dash at the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
championships at Ridge High School on May 22, 2015.

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PLAY AT HOME...Blue Devil catcher Mike Charlton prepares
to put the tag on Raider Willy Gale in the first inning of the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 semifinal game in Scotch Plains on May 29, 2019. Westfield won 3-1.

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PASSING THE BATON...Cougar Anna Fitch, left, receives the baton from Katie
Romanovich in the 4x100 relay. Romanovich, Fitch, Bella DeSimone and Ashley
McGuire placed fourth in the event with a time of 51.53 (May 24, 2014).

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE THROW A LITTLE TOO LATE...Cougar catcher Erin
Schwerdtfeger gets the throw a little too late as Lady Bulldog Desiree Rivera
crosses home in the fifth inning of the North 2, Group 3 quarterfinals in Cranford
on May 23, 2018.

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FORCED OUT AT HOME...Blue Devil J Mack Rembisz gets forced out at home
as Woodbridge catcher Anthony Gonzalez prepares to throw to first base.
Westfield defeated the Barrons, 10-4 in the section 2 quarterfinals (May 26, 2016).

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETING HER HEAT...Cougar Jess Brown, center, completes her heat in
the 100 dash at the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 meet (May 22, 2015).

Courtesy of Bill Howard (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GROUP 4 NORTH CHAMPIONS...The Blue Devils celebrate their victory after
defeating Bridgewater-Raritan, 10-5, for the North Jersey Group 4 crown on
May 24, 2014. The Blue Devils faced Southern Regional in Somerville on May 28
for the Group 4 championship.

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLD BUT PRODUCTIVE WEEKEND...Cougar Regine Hunter placed first in
the long jump, third in the 100 dash, second in the triple jump and second in the
100-hurdles at the NJ Section 2, Group 3 meet in Millburn (Masy 24, 2013).

David B. Corbin (June 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING HOME THE 2ND RUN…Cougar Ryan Williamson punches an RBI
single in the first inning to bring home Sean Feeney during the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 championship (June 1, 2012). Cranford won 7-0

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)
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727 Central Ave. (Leader)
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301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
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190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
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Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

Why Renters 
Insurance?

Because your stuff ’s worth
it. I can help cover the stuff
landlords don’t for pennies
a day.

Let’s talk today.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

1906321
State Farm

Bloomington, IL

Celebrating Our 30th Year!

ance of 14-0.
On May 24 at Millburn, Cougar

Regine Hunter weathered the inclem-
ent conditions, as did the rest of the
athletes, and took top honors in the
long jump with a distance of 17-7.75.
Brianna Grant at 15.42 and Hunter at

15.5 placed 1-2 in the 100-hurdles
Grant and Hunter also placed 1-2 in
the triple jump with respective dis-
tances of 36-6.5 and 35-5.

May 25-26, 2012: The Cranford
Cougar girls placed second and the
boys placed fourth in their respective
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
championships at Frank Jost Field in
South Plainfield, while the Blue Devil
boys placed fifth and the girls tied for
10th at the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 meet at Ridge High School.
Raider Samantha Renfree won the
javelin with a toss of 125-10. Her
previous best was 116 feet. Raider
Billy Castore won the shot put with a
personal-record (PR) toss of 52 feet,
and teammate James Kaiser placed
fifth with a shove of 47-2.

Cougars Bryanna Grant at 37-6.5,
Regine Hunter at 36-7.75 and Gilliam
Burke at 36-7.5 swept the top three
spots in the triple jump. Burke took
top honors in the long jump with a

leap of 17-0.25. Cougar Adham
McGuire took top honors in the long
jump with a leap of 21-1.75.

May 29, 2012: Sophomore Elena
Scarano saved her best pitching per-
formance for last to lead the 15-10
Blue Devil softball team to a 7-0
victory over the Cranford Cougars in
the season finale on Senior Day at
Adams Field in Cranford. Scarano,
working with sophomore catcher Liz
Fox, hit the right spots to record 11
strikeouts and scatter just three singles,
while walking one and hitting one
batter. Sophomore Shannon Schaefer
went 3-for-4 with three runs scored
and an RBI. Audrey Peterson had a
pair of singles and an RBI. Cali
Chambliss tripled and scored twice,
and Chrissy Ferraro singled, walked
and scored twice.

June 1, 2012: Junior Ryan
Williamson produced six innings of
command pitching on the mound and
his team did what it does best, create

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
chaos on the base paths, as the top-
seeded Cougars baseball team shut-
out second-seeded West Morris, 7-0,
to capture the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 championship at Memorial
Field in Cranford. Eric Gargiulo went
1-for-2, with two runs scored and two

stolen bases. Chris Folinusz launched
a pair of RBI sacrifice flies. Sean
McGovern drilled a two-run double.

May 20/21, 2011: Two meet
records were set and one was tied at
the Union County girls track & field
championships held at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield on May 20-21, and the
Cranford girls with 68 points edged
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
who totaled 60, for the team title.
Blue Devils Anna Simon, Sirena Van
Epp, Hannah Kronick and Ashley
Edwards crossed first in the 4x400
meters with a time of 3:57.4 to shatter
the previous record of 4:01.8 that was
set by the Blue Devils in 2009. The
foursome’s time was also a Westfield
High School (WHS) record.

Cougar Natalie Englese broke her
2009 record of 56.22 in the 400 meters
by crossing first in a time of 55.66.
Raider Erin Pierce placed second in
the 800 at 2:21.09 behind Englese
who crossed first in 2:17.45. Englese

also finished second in the 200 with a
time of 25.36. Cougar Bryanna Grant
had a battle with Raider Camille
Handy for top honors in the triple
jump, but prevailed with a distance of
37-5.5 to Handy’s 37-1. Cougar
Kristen VanBenschoten won the dis-
cus with a toss of 104-0.

May 31, 2011: Unlikely heroes,
likely heroes and a gutsy pitching
performance led the second-seeded
Blue Devil baseball team to its third
straight bottom of the seventh inning,
come-from-behind victory in the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-
nament.

Likely heroes AJ Murray and Danny
Kerr hit back-to-back RBI singles in
the bottom of the seventh inning to
give the 23-4, seventh-ranked Blue
Devils a 3-2 victory over 20-8
Hunterdon Central in the semifinals
at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field. Unlikely
hero Mike Coletta came off the bench
in the third and slashed an RBI single

down the third baseline to tie the
score, 1-1. Jon Gribbin, who replaced
Matt Varakian in leftfield, made a
heads-up relay to nail Red Devil Sean
Thomas at third base. Pitcher Matt
Rivera managed to spread out eight
Red Devil hits, while allowing three

walks.
May 22, 2010: Despite being with-

out the services of senior distance
runner Ryan Scrudato, the Blue Devil

boys track and field team placed sec-
ond at the North Jersey, Group 4,
Section 2 championship held in Bask-
ing Ridge, while the Raiders placed
second at their Group 3 sectional in
South Plainfield. The Cranford girls
placed second in the Group 2 sec-
tional and the Cougar boys placed
10th. Cougar Kelly Burke made sev-
eral aborted approaches in her three
attempts to break her own Union
County record of 12’6” in the pole
vault and to break the meet record
when she elevated the height to 12’7”.

Raider Camille Handy leapt
37’0.75” on her final attempt to cap-
ture first, and teammate Sarah
Canfield placed second with a leap of
35’4.5”. Kim Wenson reaped the most
points for the Raider girls, winning
the shot put with a shove of 35’11”
and the discus with a toss of 103’9”
and placing second in the javelin with

a toss of 117’10”. Blue Devils Jhakyse
Williams, Brian Henry, Pat Gray and
Jon Henry won the 4x400-meter relay
with a time of 3:21. Jon Henry won
the 800 with a time of 1:54.84. Raider
Frank Mellana kept inching closer to
that 200-foot mark when he won the
javelin with a meet-record toss of
197’8”.

May 28, 2010: Eric Walano ripped
a single, stole second base and sprinted
home with the winning run on Rob
Ghiretti’s liner to short that was
bobbled in the bottom of the eighth
inning to give No. 16 Cranford High
School baseball team a 9-8 victory
over No. 20 Morristown in the cham-
pionship game of the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 tournament at
Memorial Field in Cranford.

May 16, 2009: Westfield Blue
Devils Ashley Edwards, Sirena
VanEpp, Sophia DeVita and Kelly
Irving finished off the Union County
Championships at Hub Stine Field in
Plainfield on May 16 by breaking the
4x400-meter relay record of 4:02.2
set by Plainfield in 1983. The four-
some crossed first in the event with a
time of 4:01.8. Cranford’s Kelly Burke
broke the meet record in the triple

jump at 38’5.25” but Johnson’s Emily
Vargas came through with a distance
of 38’9.5” to place first. Burke won
the pole vault at 10 feet. Raider
Brittney Veeck placed second in the
3,200 meters with a time of 11:28.18.

Blue Devil Henry Zhang cleared
13 feet to place second in the pole
vault. Raider Louvon Powell placed
second in the triple jump with a dis-
tance of 43 feet.

May 22, 2009: Fine pitching by
starter Gary Binkiewicz, strong inte-
rior defense and enough offense, in-
cluding a two-run home run from Mike
Henkels, earned the second-seeded
Raiders baseball team an 8-6 victory
over visiting No. 7 seed South
Plainfield in the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 tournament quarterfinal
game. The victory boosted Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock’s career
record to 100-47-1.

May 22, 2009: Senior Chris
Jenkins, mostly known for his perfor-
mances on the mound, also let his
opponents know that he could be le-

thal with the bat when he whacked a
three-run double off pitcher Kyle
Burdi and added a 400-foot double to
help his cause in a 4-1, Blue Devil
victory over the visiting Ridge base-
ball team in the quarterfinals of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-
nament.

May 26, 2009: Seeking its first
North 2, Group 3 sectional crown in
20 years, the second-seeded 22-3
Raiders baseball team squeezed out
an 11-10 victory over visiting sixth-
seeded Somerville in a wild semifinal
game that saw four lead changes.
Catcher Louis Mazzella became an
instant hero when he struck the win-
ning blow in the eighth inning. Kevin
Maroney rapped his 100th hit with a
standup double and Nick Bonadies
also whacked his 100th hit

May 29, 2008: Realizing an earlier
season setback, the Raiders baseball
team kept focus and rocked the Lin-
den Tigers, 7-1, in a season-ending
game at Memorial Field in Linden.
Starting pitcher Gary Binkiewicz
reigned supreme on the mound in a
three-hit, five-inning performance,
while striking out five Tigers, walk-
ing three and yielding no earned runs
to grab his seventh victory. Addition-
ally, he rocked a key two-run double
in the second inning.

May 31, 2007: The Blue Devil
boys tennis team, ranked No. 1
throughout the season, grabbed a piece
of the sky by defeating No. 8 Newark

Academy, 4-1, to win the Tournament
of Champions (TOC) at Mercer
County Park in West Windsor. Ravi
Netravali won at second singles, James
Chu won at third singles, Dean Th-
ompson and Akis Evangelidis won at
first singles, and Graeme Stahl and
Justin Snyder won at second doubles.

Looking way back:
May 27, 2000: Senior Heather

Dennis qualified for the Group 4
Championships in three events to be
held in Egg Harbor and the Blue Devil
girls finished tied for fourth with
Montclair, totaling 46 points, in the
Section 2, Group 4 track and field
meet Hub Stine Field in Plainfield.
Dennis won the 800 meters in 2:21.8
and finished second in the 400-hurdles
at 1:06.4, while junior Susan Hinds at
1:09.4 also qualified by placing fifth.
Dennis, Hinds, Adrianne Blauvelt and
Maura McMahon combined for a time
of 4:12 to finish second in the 4x400.

June 3, 1998: Senior Karl Jennings
and junior Blair Woodward each
brought home two medals for the
Raider boys’ track and field team at
the Meet of Champions held at Frank
Jost Field in South Plainfield. Jennings
placed fifth in the 110-hurdles with a
time of 14.29 and Woodward leaped
22-4.75 to grab second in the long
jump.

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING TIGHT DEFENSE...Defenders Jackson Simcox, No. 21, and Mike Fitzhenry, No. 18, and goalie Garrett Williamson
position themselves to prevent a Red Devil from scoring. The Blue Devils nipped the Red Devils, 11-10, May 23, 2013.

David B. Corbin (June 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE STRETCH FOR THE PUTOUT…Blue Devil first baseman Danny Kerr, No. 24, stretches just far enough
to make the putout on Red Devil TJ Mordecki in the third inning in the sectional semifinals (May 31, 2011).

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIFF COMPETITION IN FIELD EVENTS…Cougar Kristen VanBenscoten, left, and Raider Samantha Renfree have
been real competitors in the field events (May 25/26, 2012).

David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING NECK-AND-NECK…Raider Erin Pierce, left, and Cougar Natalie
Englese run neck-and-neck in the 800 meters. Englese crossed first in 2:17.45 at
the Union County Track Championships on May 20/21, 2011.

David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING FOR THE RECORDS…Blue Devil Adam Bergo attempts to clear 6’9.5”
to break the UCT meet record in the high jump but comes up a little shy. Bergo did
break the triple jump record with a distance of 46’8.25” (May 17, 2008).

David B. Corbin (May 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT QUITE GETTING THERE IN TIME…Blue Devil second baseman Dave
Babetski receives the ball just a little late as Ridge Red Devil Frank Cocuzza dives
into second base safely in the first inning (May 22, 2009).

Courtesy of Takayo Chu (June 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NEW JERSEY BOYS TENNIS CHAMPIONS...The Westfield High School boys
tennis team pose for a picture after winning the Tournament of Champions at
Mercer County Park in West Windsor on May 31, 2007. The 30-0 Blue Devils
defeated Newark Academy, 4-1, for the title.
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Grade 8
Distinguished Honor Roll

Nathan Arnold, Riley Atkins, Olivia
Augello, Nyla Bartholomew,
Madeline Beauregard, Laura Benko,
Cameron Bloodgood, Saidy Bober,
Carys Browne, Jorge Cabezudo,
Sripriya Challa, Julianna
Compierchio, Graeme Daniskas,
Nikhil Desai, Parthiena Ebrahim,
Katherine Echols, Ryan Enayati,
Javier Esteban, Aidan Fairweather,
Benjamin Fei, Kayla Fiore, Lauren
Fleckenstein, Eden Gabbai, Tyler
Gulbin, Jane Harrison, Ashley
Hoberman, Lily Jayinski, Joshua
Jenkelowitz, Keira Kelly, Ella
Kleinbaum, Ava Lerner, Katelyn
Lester, Layne Levine, Ava Levy,
Rachel Levy, Shaina Li, Rachel
Lipsky, Thomas Marcassoli, Kelly
Marques, Colin McAuliffe, Kieran
McElroy Barker, Julian Meinke, Louis
Messano, Lindsey Midrano, Kourtney
Most, Ethan Murray, Diti Nainwal,
Diya Nainwal, Shreya Nara, Jack
Nolan, Emily Park, Pari Patel, Lauren
Peeney, Lily Peskin, Kaitlyn Phillips,
Ryan Pierson, Jayant Rai, Jaden
Reynolds, Daivya Sadhvani, Alyssa
Sapienza, Billie Rose Sherratt, Sarah
Sicoli, Gabriel Silver, Rubina Singh,
Catherine Skwirut, Rebecca Sohmer,
Hannah Solomon, Ashley Steer,
Emma Szabo, Dhruv Thakare,
Anthony Veglia, Anthony Virone, Jack
Wall, Daniel Wong, Gia Ziekert

Grade 8
Regular Honor Roll

Ryan Adams, Chioma Agwu, Jude
Albert, Lucas Ali, Sofie Altman,
Brianna Alvarez, Matthew Arnold,
Rishav Bagchi, Thomas Barnes,
Camila Barreto, Molly Bates, Spencer
Bauman, Hayley Blacker, James

Blundo, Sean Bradley, Isabella
Campanile, Aaron Casterlow, Sophia
Catalano, Arsh Chaudhary, Sara
Coniglio, David Cooper, Mackenzie
Crimmins, Alexander Crona, Jake
DeRienzo, Jason DelCore, Mauro
Derosa, Tristan Doll, Quinn Donahue,
Evan Doyle, Luke Doyle, Obinna
Duru, Joseph Entin, Emily Ericksen,
Bianca Evans, Katherine Fitzgerald,
Aidan Franciscus, Ava Goldberg,
Matthew Greisman, Aubrey Gulbin,
Eli Krantz, Nathaniel Krauss, Parth
Krishna, Emma Kuchar, Isabel
LaHuta, Rachel Lacerda, Artemis
Levy Collins, Benjamin Liang, Chloe
Liddy-LaPadura, Jonathan
Linderman, Sanaa Mahajan, Ahana
Majumdar, Maya Marcassoli, Hanna
McCann, Amaya McCrary, Charlotte
Middleton, Matthew Mihansky,
Brendan Miller, Colin Minall, Jackson
More, Tyler Mundorff, Benjamin
Nathan, Kelly O'Donnell, Hope
Olivito, John Paino, Saverio Paradiso,
John Pearce, Eliana Rafal, Gabriella
Rijo, Alexander Salameh, Ivana
Sandoval, Kyle Sanschagrin, Ashley
Sekiya, Levi Selvage, Jonathan Soler,
Leah Stevens, Cameron Switsky,
Emersyn Teicher, Veronica
Thompson, Julia Tiedemann, Jake
Timchak, Daniel Urbina, Drew Van
Ostenbridge, Helene Velecela,
Vincent Violante, Ryan Volpone,
Owen Wasik

Grade 7
Distinguished Honor Roll

Elizabeth Agnello, Shana
Amsellem, Thomas Bastable,
Christopher Bell, Francesca
Benedicto, Anabelle Bernard, Emma
Blair, John Boyle, Grace Burke,
Isabella Caldwell, Reese Carberry,

Emerson Carton, Andrew Ciampa,
Samantha Cohn, Alexandra
Compierchio, Dylan Condell,
Madeline Coyle, Audrey Coyne,
Atharv Dwivedi, Kashvi Furia, Caitlin
Gannon, Tyler George, Sophie
Gingold, Maia Gonzalez, Caroline
Grandmaison, Anthony Guan, Sabrina
Hackett, Sarah Kaplan, Ava Khan,
Olivia LaPorta, Caroline Lemansky,
Amanda Leung, Xavier Levy, Edward
Li, Samuel Lindell, Caroline Lowder,
Caitlyn Madden, Connor Matulonis,
Sophia Mekbeb, Elizabeth Messano,
Mikaila Millard, Kyle Miller, Tanvi
Pawar, Marin Pecarsky, Annabella
Pugliese, Anand Sahasrabudhe, Maria
Sao Jose, Olivia Scarpignato,
Jonathan Schwartz, Jordana
Sheiowitz, Maya-Li Sneor, Emily
Sobolewski, Robert Sorkin, Keira St
John, Amber Swensen, Ellie
Szopinski, Emma Teevan, Lindsay
Tse, Alyssa Verducci, Kate Wolff,
Sarah Wong, Elaina Yick

Grade 7
Regular Honor Roll

Dylan Anger, Zuriel Battle,
Matthew Benedetto, Evan Benfatti,
Samantha Blaschak, Annalise
Brencsons, Nadia Buck, Jack Byrne,
Caitlin Carter, Joshua Chaillet,
Alexander Checchio, Linxiang Chen,
Robert Christensen, Benjamin
Ciampa, Elise Clifton, William
Consoli, Emily Cruz, Christian
DeGennaro, Riley Dupuis, Justin
Ellazar, Reymord Facenda, Sean
Ferrigno, Antonio Ficazzola,
Benjamin Filler, William Folger,
Brayden Gal, Tessa Giordano, Eboni
Goodmen, Ryan Gorski, Lacey
Greene, Eryn Gulbin, Jacob Handy,
Sophie Hughes, McKenna Jeans,
Gabrielle Johnson, Olivia Kanterman,
Jack Kendall, Damien Lariviere,
Justice Larkin, Max LeBrun, Giovanni
Marrese, Jack Masterson, Caden
Matulonis, Shannon McGuinness,
Margaret McNulty, Elyona Molina,
Jeremy Montgomery, Malissa
Morabito, Alexis Moser, Samantha
Nadel, Nam Nguyen, Abigail Noriega,
Dominic Olivito, Kevin Paredes,
Kenneth Paul, Devin Pedrero,
Christopher Plenca, Sophia Poeschl,
Maclaine Priesing, Wincent Qiu,
Aarin Quijada, David Ruiz, Brienne
Russo, Claire Russo, Benjamin
Sackett, Ava Salameh, Rohan Sangal,
Gabrielle Schiff, Lilah Seiden, Aliece
Sena, Tyler Sklarin, William Smith,
Nicholas Squashic, Cooper Stahley,
Alissa Stumpf, Claire Swensen, Levi
Tabak, Dominique Tabug, Antonios
Theocharopoulos, Luca Tortorella,

Jaralin Truselo, Sara Valencia, Evan
Weber, Alyssa Wimer

Grade 6
Distinguished Honor Roll

Alexander Abrams, Julianna
Abrantes, Mason Atkins, Parker
Bauman, Alex Bolton, Logan Brands,
Sofia Cesario, Ananya Chaudhari,
Emily Clarke, Amelia Condell,
Isabella DeSanto, Benjamin Dening,
Liya Desai, Niam Desai, Holly Dore,
Zoe Drivas, Venny Ebrahim, Darren
Edelman, Daniel Ennis, Juliette
Gutierrez, Shawn Guzman, Griffin
Hough, Vivienne Hwang, Asher
Jackvony, Juilee Joshi, Tara
Kilgannon, Matthew Krantz, Ava
LaHuta, Rebecca Lacerda, Vince
Larbi, Xing Liao, Spencer Martin,
Devin McAuliffe, Kaitlyn McKeon,
Andrew Medina, Isabella Mirenda,
Nicholas Movsesian, Maxwell
Nicholson, Emma O'Hearn, Alison
Park, Kyle Pedrero, Yael Perrota,
Gayatri Phatak, Lily Priel, Thomas
Riley, Brooke Ritter, Keira Rosa,
Gianna Rundella, Sofia Sanchez,
Alexandra Savare, Mia Savare,
Michael Savare, Sadie Shapiro,
Kaitlyn Sullivan-Massa, Gabriella
Suriani, Danielle Tabug, Michael
Tafur, Jake Todaro, Benjamin
Travnicek, Marc Vidone, Rose
Weisman, Khani Williams, Aanya
Wright, Agnes Yee

Grade 6
Regular Honor Roll

Uswah Agboola, Simranpreet
Ahuja, Chloe Altman, Brandon
Aponte, Grace Assuncao, Regan
Auyeung, Madeline Ball, Opal
Bangar, Patrick Barnett, Logan
Bermingham, Anay Bhardwaj, Ava
Bonczek, Paul Boyle, Ava
Campanile, Brendan Campion,
Sebastian Ceraulo, Mahnoor
Chaudhary, Zhaoxiang Chen, Lily
Cirillo, Tessa Conley, Brady
Crimmins, Jordan Dec, Luca
DiMeglio, Ella Dicellis, Olivia
Domingues, Max Entin, Ethan Fellen,
Cassidy Fitzgerald, Ella
Fleckenstein, Matthew Folkart,
Hannah Fox, Gabriela Fraguas,
Gabriela Franschman, Jesse
Friedman, Colleen Gillen, Erica
Giuliani, Luke Gorospe, Natalie
Gorski, Jacob Goykhman, Lucas
Grimm, Keira Hoey, Ashley Hynes,
Jonah Jeon, Liam Kendall, Sydney
Klein, Anjali Koganti, Andrea Lerner,
James Lester, Tiago Liccone, Nicholas
Madden, Travis Moore, Tyson Moose,
Diane Morrow, Jeffrey Noonan,
Daniela Paino, Everett Pasqua,
Bradley Pearce, Thomas Perez,
Atharv Pillai, Emma Piszko, Noah
Rhodes, Annie Ricca, Brayden Rites,
Samantha Savarese, Aiden Schollin,
Hamza Shah, Jordanna Silverstein,
Lila Sinetar, Benjamin Sohmer,
Jeremy Solis-Ledezma, Alexander
Spencer, Garet Su, Michaela Tang,
Emma Telpis, Alison Trafalis, Mia
Trombetta, Joshua Tufuga, Sophia
Ursino, Maxwell Van Etten, Aiden
Winters, Samuel van Blijdesteijn

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
phone conference meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, on
May 28, 2020. It will be further considered
for final passage, after public hearing
thereon, at a phone conference meeting of
the Borough Council on June 11, 2020 at
7:15 P.M. To participate in the public hear-
ing and/or listen to the meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood on Thursday, June 11, 2020, at
7:15 p.m., EST., please call: 908-219-8780.

When prompted for a conference num-
ber please enter 07027 followed by #

You will then be prompted to enter a
password please enter 4030 followed by #

During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available, at no
cost and located in the vestibule of the
Municipal Building at 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, anytime or on the Borough
website at www.garwood.org in the
agenda section for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The public can also request a copy by
emailing garwood@garwood.org.

The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 20-05

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE 2020
ROAD IMPROVEMENT
PROJECT IN, BY AND FOR
THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $550,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO APPROPRIATE A STATE
GRANT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE IS-
SUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s):  Resurfacing of the follow-
ing roads in the Borough as the 2020 Road
Improvement Project (including drainage,
sidewalk, curb and driveway apron im-
provements, where necessary):

Cedar Street (from 3rd Avenue to 4th
Avenue)

Hazel Avenue (from Center Street to
Lexington Avenue)

Oak Street (from 2nd Avenue to 4th
Avenue)

Depending upon the contract price and
other exigent circumstances, and upon
approval by the Borough Council, there
may be additions to or deletions from the
above list.

Appropriation:  $550,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $170,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $380,000
Section 20 Costs:  $92,000
Useful Life:  10 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $72.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
phone conference meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, on
May 28, 2020.  It will be further considered
for final passage, after public hearing
thereon, at a phone conference meeting of
the Borough Council on June 11, 2020 at
7:15 P.M.  To participate in the public
hearing and/or listen to the meeting of the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Garwood on Thursday, June 11, 2020, at
7:15 p.m., EST., please call: 908-219-8780.

When prompted for a conference num-
ber please enter 07027 followed by #

You will then be prompted to enter a
password please enter 4030 followed by #

  During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available, at no
cost and located in the vestibule of the
Municipal Building at 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, anytime or on the Borough
website at www.garwood.org in the
agenda section for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The public can also request a copy by
emailing garwood@garwood.org.

  The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 20-06

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE INSTAL-
LATION OF GRANITE BLOCK
CURBING ON THIRD AVENUE
(FROM OAK STREET TO CE-
DAR STREET) IN, BY AND
FOR THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, IN THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $144,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAY-
MENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FI-
NANCE SUCH APPROPRIA-
TION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND
ANTICIPATION NOTES IN AN-
TICIPATION OF THE ISSU-
ANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s):  Installation of granite block
curbing on Third Avenue (from Oak Street
to Cedar Street) in, by and for the Borough.

Appropriation:  $144,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $137,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $24,000
Useful Life:  10 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $62.73

Kevin Stokes of Westfield
Achieves Eagle Scout Rank
WESTFIELD — Holy Trinity

Boy Scout Troop 73 honored an
unprecedented six new Eagle
Scouts at this year’s spring Court
of Honor. Due to the
COVID-19 shut-
down, the celebration
on Sunday, May 31,
was forced to go vir-
tual. In the coming
weeks, Troop 73 will
present a profile for
each individual Eagle
Scout to recognize his
tremendous achieve-
ment, an honor real-
ized by only about 4
percent of Scouts.
The second Scout to
attain this rank in the
2020 class is Kevin
Stokes, son of Doug
Stokes and Josephine Stokes.

Kevin began his Scouting adven-
ture as a Tiger Cub Scout at McKinley
Elementary School in October 2007,
where he learned the basics of Scout-
ing. During this time he experienced
his first camping trip, participated in
the Pinewood Derbies and earned
his Arrow of Light.

In 2013, Kevin joined Holy Trin-
ity Troop 73, which provided him
with various opportunities and ex-
periences, as well as new friends.
He has enjoyed camping trips,
Klondike derbies, backpacking
through the Appalachian Trail and
canoeing at Wading River. Kevin
attended Winnebago summer camp
for five years. His favorite activi-
ties at camp were staying up all
night for fire watch, archery, shot-
gun, and rifle shooting.

Kevin served as Troop 73’s librar-
ian and head quartermaster. Head
quartermaster was his favorite lead-
ership role because he loved keeping

the troop room orga-
nized and leading
Scouts in pulling gear
for trips. The highlight
of Kevin’s Scouting ca-
reer was his 2019 back-
packing trip to Philmont
Scout Ranch in New
Mexico. This two-week
trek covered more than
90 miles and included
the summit of Mount
Baldy at a dizzying
height of 12,441 feet.

For his Eagle project,
Kevin built bird and bat
houses and also installed
a cast-iron bench in Dun-

ham Bird Sanctuary in Westfield. This
project allowed Kevin to help pre-
serve wildlife in his own community
and provided visitors a comfortable
seat to view this wildlife. Kevin trea-
sured building one bat house with his
grandfather. He received support and
guidance from his family, fellow
Scouts and leaders in Troop 73 as
well as the Westfield Town Council.
His Eagle Board of Review was com-
pleted in December 2019.

Kevin will  graduate from
Westfield High School this year.
He is a four-year cross-country run-
ner, National Honor Society mem-
ber and vice-president of the Envi-
ronmental Conservation Club. Dur-
ing high school, Kevin worked at
Hunan Wok III in Westfield. He
will attend the University of Pitts-
burgh in the fall.

Tressa Novak Honored For
Scholarship and Excellence
WORCESTER, Mass. — Assump-

tion College is honoring 80 students
who have been recognized with de-
partmental honors, special awards and
Augustine Scholarships, academic
awards for those who excel in their
field of study.

Tressa Novak of Scotch Plains,
Class of 2021, received an Augustine
Scholarship, which is awarded to ris-
ing junior and senior students who —
through their academic achievement,
leadership, community service and
good character — best embody the
Assumption College mission.

Each spring, an Honors Convoca-
tion is held to recognize those stu-
dents who have received one of the
aforementioned academic awards.

“The annual Honors Convocation
recognizes undergraduate students for
their devotion to intellectual inquiry,”

said Greg Weiner, Ph.D., provost and
academic vice-president. “These stu-
dents embody Assumption’s mission
of imparting a Catholic liberal educa-
tion that emphasizes both enduring
ideas and practical skills. They are an
inspiration both to their peers and
their faculty.”

Founded in 1904 by the
Augustinians of the Assumption in
Worcester, Mass., Assumption Col-
lege is a Catholic liberal arts institu-
tion that offers undergraduate stu-
dents 33 majors and 49 minors in the
liberal arts, sciences, business and
professional studies, as well as
master’s and continuing education
degrees and professional certificate
programs.

For more information about As-
sumption College, visit
assumption.edu.

Kevin Stokes

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-09

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, PART III: HEALTH LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 255 LAND
DEVELOPMENT, TO TEMPORARILY DELEGATE CERTAIN PLANNING
BOARD DUTIES TO A CODE REVIEW COMMITTEE

WHEREAS on January 31, 2020, the United States Department of Health and Human
Services declared a public health emergency for the United States due to the highly
contagious and deadly nature of the disease COVID-19; and

WHEREAS on March 9, 2020, due to the imminent danger to the residents of New
Jersey posed by COVID-19, the Governor of the State of New Jersey declared a public
health emergency and a State of Emergency through Executive Order No. 102; and

WHEREAS on March 16, 2020, the Governor of the State of New Jersey issued
Executive Order No. 104 emphasizing the state-wide implementation of the social
distancing guidelines recommended by the Center for Disease Control which specifies
that individuals should avoid group settings and mass gatherings, and to maintain a
physical distance of approximately 6 feet or 2 meters from others when possible; and

WHEREAS it was declared by the State of New Jersey that “bars and restaurants are
locations where significant numbers of individuals gather in close proximity, making
adherence to social distancing protocols impossible or impracticable” and that in order
to “mitigate community spread of COVID-19, it is necessary to limit the unnecessary
movement of individuals in and around their communities and person-to-person interac-
tions in accordance with CDC and DOH guidance,”; and

WHEREAS through Executive Order 104 issued by the Governor of the State of New
Jersey, “restaurants, dining establishments, and food courts, with or without a liquor
license, all bars, and all other holders of a liquor license with retail consumption privileges”
were, for all intents and purposes, shut-down excepting pick-up and delivery services as
a means to help mitigate the community spread of COVID-19 throughout the state; and

WHEREAS in the Township of Cranford, there are fifty-nine (59) local businesses
negatively impacted by Executive Order 104 that are classified as “restaurants, dining
establishments, and food courts, with or without a liquor license, all bars, and all other
holders of a liquor license with retail consumption privileges” located within the Special
Improvement District alone with numerous others throughout the Township; and

WHEREAS the small businesses negatively impacted by the requirements established
by Executive Order No. 104 employ hundreds of people in the Township of Cranford with
an unknown number of persons who subsequently had to be released from employment;
and

WHEREAS the full impact of the restrictions imposed on small businesses due to the
on-going worldwide COVID-19 pandemic are not yet fully known; and

WHEREAS it is assumed that a scaled re-opening of the State will require a continuation
of the social distancing requirements implemented by the Governor of the State of New
Jersey through Executive Order No. 104 as recommended by the CDC and the DOH; and

WHEREAS an assumed scaled and limited ‘re-opening’ will inhibit those businesses
impacted by the restrictions imposed by Executive Order No. 104 to fully recover or to
operate at their full, permitted capacity; and

WHEREAS the Township Committee believes it is essential to mitigate the potential
losses faced by the small businesses located within the Township and to protect the long-
term economic stability and viability of the Township to the fullest extent practicable, while
ensuring the effective and responsible practice of land use development and manage-
ment in the Township in accordance with the goals and objectives of the Township’s
Master Plan; and

WHEREAS the Township Committee recommends the temporary lifting of certain
restrictions and requirements related to the creation or expansion of outdoor seating for
“restaurants, dining establishments, and food courts, with or without a liquor license, all
bars, and all other holders of a liquor license with retail consumption privileges” which
have been severely impacted by the imposition of restrictions implemented through
Executive Order No. 104 and the assumed continuance of social distancing requirements
as the State of New Jersey inevitably begins a staged ‘re-opening’ and lifting of restrictions
throughout the state.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford as follows:

SECTION 1. Definitions.
Temporary Outdoor Seating – any expansion of outdoor seating through the construc-

tion or erection of a non-permanent structure that is to be removed by December 1, 2020.
Temporary structures are not to be constructed of any materials that may constitute a
permanent foundation, walls, lighting, heating and/or cooling.

Permanent Outdoor Seating – any expansion of outdoor seating through the construc-
tion or erection of a permanent structure. Permanent structures are to be those to remain
beyond December 1, 2020 and must meet all applicable code requirements including the
Uniform Construction Code, Health Code, and Fire Code. Facilities may be deemed
permanent if the means and materials of construction constitute a permanent foundation,
walls, lighting, hearing and/or cooling.

SECTION 2.  There is hereby created, for the period this Ordinance is in effect, a Code
Review Committee consisting of the Construction Official, Township Engineer, Fire
Official, Health Official, Zoning Officer, and the Mayor or his/her designee.

SECTION 3. The powers and duties of the Planning Board, as specified in Section 255-
2F, including Section 255-2F(11) & (12), to hear applications for development are hereby
transferred to the Code Review Committee if:

a. The application is for an existing establishment defined in Chapter 255 of the
Code of the Township of Cranford as ‘bakeries’, ‘bars and taverns,’ ‘coffee shops’,
‘delicatessens’, ‘restaurants’ or a similar uses offering food and drink with on-site seating
or dining, that wishes;

b. The application proposes to expand their seating capacity through the construc-
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tion or expansion of outdoor seating facilities;
c. The property in question was not subject to a previous site plan approval with

conditions of approval that would be affected by the proposed construction or expansion
of outdoor seating facilities;

d. The proposed construction or expansion of outdoor seating facilities is compliant
with all requirements and standards as defined in Article V – Zoning of Chapter 255 – Land
Development and would not otherwise require relief from the Zoning Board of Adjustment;

e. The proposed construction or expansion of outdoor seating facilities is compliant
with all the requirements and standards as defined in Chapter 225 – Flood Damage
Prevention;

f. The proposed construction or expansion of outdoor seating facilities is compliant
with all applicable health code requirements;

g. The proposed construction or expansion of outdoor seating facilities is complaint
all applicable fire and construction code requirements;

h. The applicant shall obtain any approvals necessary in order to permit the sale
and/or consumption of alcoholic beverages in any temporary or permanent outdoor
seating area;

i. In considering such applications, the Code Review Committee is to apply the
standards for review and approval typically designated to the Planning Board and to
ensure that the standards and requirements established by Chapter 255 – Land
Development of the Township; and

j. Code are effectively enforced and the proposed construction or expansion of
outdoor seating facilities is consistent with general intent and purpose of Chapter 255 –
Land Development.

SECTION 4. Extensions & Subsequent Review By Land Use Boards.
a. The Code Review Committee may grant one (1) 60-day extension for any

previously approved construction or expansion of temporary outdoor seating facilities.
b. Notwithstanding the foregoing, any applicant who receives approval pursuant to

this Ordinance of an application for permanent outdoor seating must file, by December
1, 2020, an application, including for any variances or exceptions, etc., as applicable,
before to the appropriate Board of Jurisdiction (i.e., Planning Board or Zoning Board of
Adjustment).

c.  Any applicant who seeks to improve temporary outdoor seating facilities that
were approved pursuant to this Ordinance must seek approval from the appropriate
Board of Jurisdiction.

SECTION 5. Conduct of Code Review Committee Meetings. The Code Review
Committee’s review and considerations shall comply with the Open Public Meetings Act
and Open Public Records Act, including but not limited to the following:

a. The Office of Planning & Zoning shall provide notification to the public of all
applications received for review by the Code Review Committee for the construction or
expansion of outdoor seating facilities on the Township Website. Details shall include:

i. The applicant;
ii. Applicant address and business address (if different);
iii. Details regarding the proposed improvements including:
1. Construction type and materials;
2. Proposed extension of services;
3. Existing seating capacity;
4. Proposed seating capacity.
b. Meetings are to be held immediately following scheduled Development Review

Committee meetings; held every other Wednesday on the same day as scheduled
Planning Board meetings.

c. Meetings shall be held publicly either in person or via a video platform such as
Google Meet. Interested parties should be provided access information for all meetings
that are held remotely upon request.

SECTION 6. Appeal Process. Applicants or interested parties may appeal to the
applicable Board of Jurisdiction any decision rendered by the Code Review Committee.

a. Applicants denied by the Code Review Committee due to a failure to meet any of
the requirements listed above (Provisions 1-5) that would ordinarily be subject to Planning
Board approval shall submit a site plan application to the Planning Board.

b. Applicants denied by the Code Review Committee due to the requirement to
obtain a “d” or “use” variance that would ordinarily be subject to approval by the Zoning
Board of Adjustment shall submit an application to the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

SECTION 7.  This Ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication according
to law, and shall expire on December 31, 2020, unless extended by ordinance duly
enacted according to law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, May
26, 2020 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing to be held
at the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on Monday, June
15th at 11 a.m. or as soon thereafter as this matter can be reached. All persons
interested will be given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of Ordinance 2020-09 are available, for no fee, in the office of the Township Clerk,
Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, 07016,
during the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday (email:
p-donahue@cranfordnj.org or telephone: 908-709-7210). The Meetings will be open
to the public by electronic means. Residents can view the meetings on TV-35, and via
livestream on TV-35's Facebook Page. Residents who wish to participate in the virtual
meeting for purposes of making a public comment or to participate in any scheduled public
hearing should follow the instructions and complete the registration form available at the
Township of Cranford’s website at https://www.cranfordnj.org/minutes-and-agendas.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $279.48
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– Obituaries –
Jane Wiener Einhorn, 83, Professor Of

Psychology, Award-Winning Artist
Jane Ellen Wiener Einhorn, 83, a

resident of Manhattan’s Upper East
Side for the last 15 years, died on
Friday, May 15, after contracting
COVID-19. She was buried on Sun-
day, May 17, after a short
graveside service at the
Beth Israel Cemetery in
Woodbridge, N.J.

Jane was born in
Brooklyn, N.Y., to Dr.
Alexander S. Wiener and
Mrs. Gertrude (Rod-
man) Wiener. Her father,
Dr. Wiener, is best
known as the co-discov-
erer of the Rh Factor,
along with Dr. Karl
Landsteiner. He re-
ceived the prestigious Lasker Award,
for major advances in medical sci-
ence, for this achievement.

Jane attended Bard College and
New York University (NYU) for her
Bachelor of Arts, then received her
Ph.D. in psychology from NYU in
1967, focusing on social psychology.
Her thesis, “The Relationship of Small
Group Ties and the Development of
Cheating,” tested the accuracy of the
theories of Jean Piaget regarding child
development, friendship, and educa-
tion in social settings. She worked as
a professor of psychology at Kean

College, Union County College and
Rutgers University.

She also was an avid painter and
visual artist, creating well over 100
different artworks, in a style that

ranged from represen-
tational to abstract. Her
work was most inspired
by Van Gogh and
Chagall, often featuring
bright colors and swirl-
ing patterns. She won
multiple awards in local
art shows and was a
member of the Westfield
Art Association.

She spent the bulk of
her adult life in Eliza-
beth and Westfield, N.J.,

along with her husband, Harold
Einhorn, a lawyer and nationally rec-
ognized expert in patent licensing, who
died in 2000. She is survived by two
sons, David and Edward, and two
grandchildren, Felicia and Diana.

Her life and work, along with her
father’s work, was commemorated
by her son Edward Einhorn in his
play Doctors Jane and Alexander,
produced in February 2020 at HERE
Arts Center in New York. It was re-
viewed in various publications, in-
cluding The New York Times.

June 4, 2020

SILVER IN SPRING...Margaret Danenhauer presents the spring flower garden
she planted at Roosevelt Intermediate School in Westfield. An eighth-grade
student at the school, Margaret planted the garden as her Girl Scout Silver Award
project. The Silver Award is the highest award a Girl Scout Cadette can attain.
Margaret chose this project as a tribute to her time at Roosevelt, with bulbs
representing all the members of the school community.

Margaret Danenhauer Earns
Girl Scout Silver Award

WESTFIELD — Westfield Girl
Scout Troop 40490 congratulates
Margaret Danenhauer for having
earned her Girl Scout Silver Award.
The Silver Award is the highest award
a Girl Scout Cadette can earn and
gives girls the chance to undertake
important initiatives and make their
community better in the process.

For Margaret’s Silver Award, she
planted a spring flower garden at
Roosevelt Intermediate School,
around the school sign at the cor-
ner of Clark Street and Tuttle Park-
way. In the fall, the Girl Scout
planted a variety of bulbs includ-
ing daffodils, allium, grape hya-
cinth and scilla. Margaret, an eighth
grader at Roosevelt, chose this
project because, while the school
has summer and fall landscaping,
there were no spring flower gar-
dens. Margaret planted the garden
as a tribute to her time at Roosevelt,
with bulbs to represent each grade
level as well as the teachers and
administration.

Margaret believes that this expe-
rience has taught her about respon-

sibility and hard work. Planning
and implementing the project in-
dependently really showed her what
it takes to get a major assignment
done. Working on a plan that ben-
efits her school helped her to con-
nect with her community. Marga-
ret also developed her communi-
cation skills by contacting and
working with school officials on
the project.

The garden will be a lasting
memory of her time at Roosevelt
and will enhance the landscape of
Westfield. Although she and her
classmates have not been at
Roosevelt this spring to view the
blossoms, she has received emails
and texts from friends and mem-
bers of the Westfield community
who she met while planting the
garden, with pictures of the spring
beauties.

Margaret, along with all of the
Westfield Girl Scouts earning the
highest awards, will be honored
during a special Scout ceremony.

Local Residents Included On
Northeastern Dean’s List

BOSTON, Mass. — Northeast-
ern University recognizes those stu-
dents who distinguish themselves
academically during the course of
the school year. Thirty-five local
students were recently named to
the university’s Dean’s List for the
Spring semester, which ended in
April 2020. They are listed along
with their majors.

Two Cranford residents were
named to the list. They are Mat-
thew Baldowski, mechanical engi-
neering, and Julia Lachenauer,
computer science.

Seven Fanwood residents were
named to the list. They include
Damon Artis, mechanical engineer-
ing; Shay Blechinger-Slocum, elec-
trical and computer engineering;
Drew Burfeindt, cybersecurity;
Michael Hensley, electrical engi-
neering; Julianna Lamagna, crimi-
nal justice/psychology; Kayla
Reisberg, health science, and Elena
Wollman, psychology.

Two Mountainside residents
were named to the list. They are
Judy Wong, computer science/in-
teractive media, and Alexander
Woo, pharmacy.

Six Scotch Plains residents were
named to the list. They include
Madison Banker, economics/busi-
ness admin.; Abrahim Elseht, be-
havioral neuroscience; Bryan Fang,
international business; Sarika
Mujumdar, pharmacy; Jessica

Sadel, engineering, and Carly
Zogg, international affairs/anthro-
pology.

Eighteen Westfield residents were
named to the list. They are as fol-
lows: Hannah Brogan, marine biol-
ogy; Ryan Chirichella, business ad-
ministration; Lauren Ho, health sci-
ence; Matthew Honig, business ad-
ministration; Brian Kaplan, me-
chanical engineering; Linus Koglin,
industrial engineering; Lillian Maz,
criminal justice/psychology;
Michael Mizus, business adminis-
tration; Matthew Monaco, mechani-
cal engineering; Evan Moore, in-
dustrial engineering; Arielle Nelson,
psychology; Rebecca Pariente, be-
havioral neuroscience; Jenna Reed,
chemical engineering; Benjamin
Salerno, computer science/business
admin.; Lisa Simon, business ad-
ministration; Lindsey Sharlow, me-
chanical engineering; Caroline
Steiner, history/political science,
and Alexandra Sumas, journalism/
English.

To achieve the Dean’s List dis-
tinction, students must carry a full
program of at least four courses,
have a quality point average of 3.5
or greater out of a possible 4.0, and
carry no single grade lower than a
C- during the course of their col-
lege career. Each student receives
a letter of commendation and con-
gratulations from their college
dean.

Westfield Residents Attain
Honors at Northeastern

BOSTON, Mass. — Northeast-
ern University has recognized two
Westfield residents enrolled at the
university for their academic
achievement.

Justin Almendral, majoring in en-
gineering, and Michela Redington,
majoring in international affairs/
anthropology, were recently named
to the university’s Dean’s List for
the Spring semester, which ended
in April 2020.

In addition to achieving distinc-
tion through the Dean’s List, both
are members of the University Hon-
ors Program.

To achieve the Dean’s List dis-
tinction, students must carry a full
program of at least four courses,
have a quality point average of 3.5

or greater out of a possible 4.0 and
carry no single grade lower than a
C- during the course of their col-
lege career. Each student receives
a letter of commendation and con-
gratulations from their college
dean.

The University Honors Program
offers high-caliber students the
chance to further hone their stud-
ies and interests, live in special-
interest residential communities,
participate in enriched, interdisci-
plinary courses, and engage in re-
search and creative endeavors, ser-
vice and global experiences. Invi-
tation into the University Honors
Program is highly competitive and
students must maintain a high GPA
to retain membership.

Jane Einhorn

Library Reveals Details For
Online Summer Reading

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library has announced
that the Online Summer Reading Pro-
gram for Children, Teens and Adults,
entitled “Imagine Your Story,” will
begin on Monday, June 22.

The children’s reading program
is for readers of all levels, includ-
ing Little Listeners who are not yet
reading on their own.

Similar to previous years,
Westfield Memorial Library
cardholders will be able to read for
fun, relaxation and prizes. This year,
however, due to the temporary clos-
ing of the library caused by the
coronavirus, all patrons, including
children, will register and track their
reading online. Parents will be able
to create family accounts so that all
their children’s records are linked.

On June 22, readers can visit the
library’s web page at wmlnj.org, or
its Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/wmlnj, and ac-
cess the link to READsquared.com.
READsquared.com is an online ser-
vice in which patrons set up an ac-
count to record their reading,
whether it be physical books, ebooks

or audiobooks. The site also offers
plenty of games and puzzles to play,
as well as curated book recommen-
dations, digital badges and more.

Throughout the summer, children
can win prizes for the materials
they have read. On Friday, Sep-
tember 4, adults will have the
chance to win one of two gift bas-
kets in a random drawing.

“We are pleased to offer the Sum-
mer Reading Program as we do
every year. While we may not be
able to provide an in-person expe-
rience, we hope that everyone will
take advantage of our virtual pro-
grams, until it is once again safe to
meet in groups,” said Library Di-
rector Phil Israel. “We continue to
expand our online collections to
ensure that we have the latest and
best selections to match our pa-
trons’ diversified tastes.”

The Westfield Memorial Library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.
Area residents are encouraged to
check the library’s Facebook page
and website for future news re-
garding the library’s gradual re-
opening.

Ronald Villa, 73, Lifelong Resident
Of Westfield, Managed Clark Lanes

Ronald Villa

Ronald Villa, a lifelong resident
of Westfield, died on Sunday, May
24, at Bayshore Medical Center, as
a result of Covid-19.
He was 73. He was a
graduate of Westfield
High School and Ken-
tucky Wesleyan Col-
lege. Upon graduation
from college he joined
the National Guard be-
fore joining Villa Con-
tracting Company in
Clark, managing Clark
Lanes for twenty years.

He traveled fre-
quently with his family
to their condos in Cali-
fornia and Florida. He
enjoyed skiing, fishing, hiking, and
his most favorite hobby, running.
Whether he was on the shores of
Acapulco or the top of Mammoth
Lakes, if it was Monday, Tuesday,

Thursday and Saturday, he ran eight
miles and he never changed that
pattern until well into his sixties.

He leaves his wife of
46 years, Ruth (née
Coutant), and two sons,
Ronald (RC) of Linden
and Scott of Cranford; a
brother, Quinn, of Jupi-
ter, Florida, and a sister,
Cindy, of Chico, Cali-
fornia.

In lieu of flowers,
please send donations to
Tunnel to Towers Foun-
dation, 2361 Hylan Blvd.,
Staten Island, N.Y.
10306; Wounded War-
riors, 370 7th Avenue,

Suite 1802, New York, N.Y. 10001,
or St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Cen-
ter, 575 Woodland Avenue, Madison,
N.J. 07940.
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Stewart T. Crane, Jr., Devoted
Husband, Father and Grandfather

Stewart Thompson Crane, Jr. of
Westfield, N.J., passed peacefully
on Saturday, May 9, 2020. He was
born in Elizabeth, N.J., on August
29, 1932 as the sec-
ond child of Stewart
Thompson Crane, Sr.
and Elise Terry Crane.
He was raised prima-
rily in Cranford, N.J.,
and graduated from
Cranford High School.

Stew, as he was
known to his friends
and family, joined and
served in the U.S.
Navy during the Ko-
rean War. During this
time, he met the love
of his life, Merrilyn
Grosvenor, and they
married in 1960. This past March
they celebrated their 60th wedding
anniversary. Together they raised
three children, Linda, Jeffrey and
Dean, in Westfield, N.J.

Stew was a hard-working man
who owned his own delivery dairy
business as a milkman for 38 years,
serving local residents and busi-
nesses in the surrounding towns. He
was also involved in and coached
many Westfield youth sports that
his sons were part of. Stew will be
remembered for the things he loved
most: his family, sports and his dogs.

After retiring from the dairy busi-

ness, Stew continued to work serv-
ing others. He became involved with
the Westfield/Mountainside Chap-
ter of the American Red Cross and

the Town of Westfield’s
Recreation Department,
where he was a driver
for their Senior Trans-
portation programs.

Stewart is survived by
his wife, Merrilyn G.
Crane; his children,
daughter Linda Crane
Johnson and her daugh-
ter, Amber Crane; son Jef-
frey S. Crane (of Red
Hook, N.Y.), his wife,
Mary Ann Johnson, and
their daughters, Caitlin
and Hanlon Crane; son
Dean B. Crane (of

Blacksburg, Va.), his wife, Katherine
Baker, and their children, Kenna Jewell
and her husband, John, Paige Crane,
Emily Crane and Rob Baker and his
wife, Jessica, and their children, Asher
and Hudson. He also leaves a sister,
Doris Shepson of Florida, along with
many nieces and nephews scattered
across the country.

Stewart was laid to rest on
Wednesday, May 13, 2020, in the
family plot at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield, N.J. In lieu of flowers,
the family requests donations be
made to the Westfield Rescue Squad.
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Stewart T. Crane, Jr.

Marc Vaccaro Graduates,
Receives College Honors

WORCESTER/LEICESTER,
Mass. — Becker College has an-
nounced that Marc Vaccaro of
Cranford has graduated magna cum
laude with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Interactive Media Design: Game Pro-
duction & Management Concentra-
tion. Mr. Vaccaro was one of more
than 430 students recognized at a vir-
tual commencement celebration.

The college also announced that
Mr. Vaccaro was named to the Alpha
Chi honor society. Alpha Chi limits
membership to the highest 10 percent
of full-time students in the junior and
senior classes. The Massachusetts
Theta Chapter of Alpha Chi recog-
nizes and promotes scholarships and
those elements of character that con-
tribute to high scholarly achievement.

Additionally, Mr. Vaccaro was
among the recipients of the Senior
Program Awards, which recognize
students who show outstanding ac-
complishment in their respective pro-
grams. Award recipients are selected
by faculty at Becker College. Mr.
Vaccaro’s award was for Interactive
Media Design: Game Production.

To see Becker College’s com-
mencement page, including details
on graduates, awards and a video
message from President Nancy P.
Crimmin, go to becker.edu/student-
life/commencement-2020/.

Founded in 1784, Becker College is
an undergraduate and graduate, career-
focused private college. Nearly 1,700
students from the United States and
around the world attend Becker Col-
lege, which has campuses in both
Worcester and Leicester, Mass. With
nationally-recognized programs in nurs-
ing, game design and animal studies,

Becker has been consistently ranked as
a “Best College” for undergraduate
education by The Princeton Review.

Joyce Mills Owen,
Longtime Cranford Resident

Joyce Mills Owen, age 93, of
Cranford, passed away on Sunday,
May 24. Joyce was the devoted
wife of the late Harold Owen; be-
loved mother of David Owen, MD,
and daughter-in-law, Marty Owen,
and Heidi Ahlborn, MD, and son-
in-law, Thomas Ahlborn, MD; cher-
ished grandmother to Andrew,
Kate, David, Scott, Betsy and
Maggie; and loving great-grand-
mother “Granny” to seven great-
grandchildren.

Joyce was born and raised in
Verona, N.J. In 1947, she and Harold
moved to Cranford to start a family
and Harold’s local sign-painting
business. For 70 years, she partici-
pated fully in the life of the commu-
nity. Before her retirement in 1995,
she was the secretary to the principal
of Hillside Avenue School.

An active member of the First
Presbyterian Church of Cranford,

she sang in the choir, rang in the bell
choir, and was involved in leader-
ship and mission. She performed,
built sets, and even in her late 80s
worked the spotlight at the Cranford
Dramatic Club. The Cranford High
School Baseball team recognized
her as its most loyal fan. Every-
where she went – the Rustic Mill
Diner, the Hotel, Mr. J’s, and more –
people knew her and loved her.

She was a sharp Bridge player, a
gifted craftswoman, an avid reader, a
lover of the arts, a globetrotter, and a
wonderful friend to many. But most
importantly, she was endlessly de-
voted to her family, participating in
the lives of her children and grand-
children to the fullest extent with
immeasurable love and joy. Joyce
lived a wonderful life and helped
make others’ lives wonderful as well.
She will be missed very much.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

The Ordinance published herewith was
introduced and passed upon first reading
at a meeting of the Borough Council of the
Borough of Fanwood, New Jersey, held on
June 1, 2020.  It will be further considered
for final passage after public hearing
thereon at a meeting of said Borough Coun-
cil to be held at the Municipal Building, at
75 North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey, in said Borough on June 15, 2020
at 7:30 o’clock p.m. and during the week
prior to and up to and including the date of
such meeting, copies of said Bond Ordi-
nance will be made available at the Clerk’s
Office to the members of the general public
who shall request the same.

ORDINANCE 20-11-S

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZ-
ING SPECIAL EMERGENCY
APPROPRIATION PURSU-
ANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53
FOR SEVERANCE LIABILI-
TIES RESULTING FROM AC-
CRUED LEAVE IN CONNEC-
TION WITH THE RETIRE-
MENT OF EMPLOYEES.

BE IT ORDAINED by the Governing Body
of the Borough of Fanwood, in the County
of Union, New Jersey that in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 40A:4-53:

1.  The sum of $50,000 is hereby appro-
priated for severance liabilities resulting
from accrued leave resulting from the re-
tirement of employees, and shall be
deemed a special emergency appropria-
tion as defined and provided for in N.J.S.A.
40A:4-53.

2.  The authorization to finance the ap-
propriation shall be provided for in suc-
ceeding annual budgets by the inclusion of
at least 1/5 of the amount authorized pur-
suant to this act (N.J.S.A. 40A:4-55).

3.  This ordinance shall take effect as
provided by law.

KATHLEEN HOLMES
BOROUGH CLERK

1 T - 06/04/20, The Times Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on June
1, 2020, adopted the following resolutions
for applications acted upon at the May 4,
2020, meeting.

PB 19-09 440 North Avenue East,
LLC., 440 North Avenue East, Block
3202 Lot 7. Applicant sought approval to
construct a three-story office building con-
trary to Section 11.27E1,  17.04A, and
17.02B4 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow 40 parking spaces where the Ordi-
nance requires a greater number of park-
ing spaces; to allow a parking space di-
mension of 9 feet x 16 feet where the
Ordinance requires a minimum parking
space dimension of 9 feet x 20 feet; to
allow a front yard setback of 1 foot where
the Ordinance requires a setback of 20
feet in the front yard. Application approved
with conditions.

PB 20-02 570 Westfield Avenue, LLC.,
570 Westfield Avenue, Block 3010 Lot
14. Applicant sought approval to renovate
and make alterations to an existing medi-
cal office, approved in 2018, by improving
the basement to allow for a conference
room/break room, business manager’s
office and bathroom; the applicant is also
looking to covert the second and third
floors to two-bedroom apartments con-
trary to Section 17.02C5 of Land Use Ordi-
nance to allow 20 parking spaces where
the Ordinance requires 22 off street park-
ing spaces. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $40.29

Megan Kieltyka Earns
BS at Misericordia

DALLAS, Pa. — Megan Kieltyka
of Scotch Plains was among students
enrolled at Misericordia University
who were awarded their degrees on
May 15. Ms. Kieltyka received a
Bachelor of Science degree in Health
Science.

Three Area Students
Graduate Holy Cross
WORCESTER, Mass. — A total of

707 students received bachelor of arts
degrees from College of the Holy Cross
during a virtual celebration of the Class
of 2020 on May 22.

The live video program, during
which graduates received electronic
diplomas, featured a special message
from director of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases and
Holy Cross alumnus Dr. Anthony
Fauci, Class of 1962.

The virtual celebrations will be fol-
lowed by an in-person commence-
ment ceremony for the Class of 2020
to be held in Spring 2021.

The following local students earned
degrees: Giovanna Carlino of Scotch
Plains; William Fitzpatrick of
Westfield, magna cum laude, and
Christopher Rinaldi of Westfield.

Founded in 1843 and located in
Worcester, Mass., this four-year, ex-
clusively undergraduate college edu-
cates its 3,100 students in the Jesuit,
Catholic tradition.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that sealed
proposals will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, Union
County, New Jersey, for

LEASE PURCHASE FINANCING

The official bid opening will be held at the
Business Administrator’s office of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion, 512 Cedar Street, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey 07076, at 1 PM, prevailing time,
Thursday, June 18, 2020, at which time
they will be publicly opened and read aloud.
The bids must be clearly marked on the
envelope “Tax-Exempt Lease Purchase
Bid,” and must contain, inter alia, the name
and address of the bidder, and the date
and hour of bid opening.

Bidders are required to comply with all
requirements of the Public Schools Con-
tracts Law, NJSA 18A:18-1, et seq., P.L.
1975, c.127 (N.J.A.C. 17:27) and with all
other Federal Laws and New Jersey Stat-
utes not specified herein.

Bid Specifications can be obtained by
contacting Phoenix Advisors, LLC (609)
291-0130.  Bids must be on the proposal
form and in the manner designated in the
bid specifications.  No bid may be with-
drawn for a period ending thirty (30) days
after the bid opening.  Faxed bids will not
be accepted.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education reserves the right to reject any
and all bids or to waive any informalities in
the bidding if it is in the best interest of the
Board of Education to do so.

By Order of Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education

Deborah Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 06/04/20, The Times Fee: $40.29

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF
PARKING LOT USE AUTHORIZATION

The Township of Cranford has autho-
rized the utilization of the parking lot at
Orange Avenue Pool, for up to three (3)
nights a week, between Thursday and
Sunday each week, to JDS Entertainment
LLC, dba Cranford Theater, Such agree-
ment and Resolution No. 2020-218 autho-
rizing said Contract are available for public
inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: JDS Entertainment LLC,
dba Cranford Theater, 25 North Avenue
West, Cranford, New Jersey 07016

Service: Use of the Orange Avenue
Pool Parking Lot for Drive-in Movie Venue

Duration: To Conclude no later than
July 19, 2020

Date: May 26, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
CHANGE ORDER

The Township of Cranford has autho-
rized Contract Change Order Number One
(1) for various items of extra work for the
2019 Municipal Paving Program, Phase 2.
Resolution No. 2019-337 which authorized
the award of contract to Esposito Con-
struction in October 2019, such contract
and Resolution No. 2020-206 (authorizing
the Change Order) are available for public
inspection at the office of the Municipal
Clerk.

Awarded to: Esposito Construction, 253
Main Street, Suite 385, Matawan, New
Jersey 07747

Service: 2019 Municipal Paving Pro-
gram, Phase 2, Change Order Number
One (1)

Fee: $ 35,000.00
Date: May 26, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
CHANGE ORDER

The Township of Cranford has autho-
rized Contract Change Order Number One
(1) for various items of extra work for the
NJDOT FY2017 and 2018 South Union
Avenue Improvements Project. Resolu-
tion No. 2019-316 which authorized the
award of contract to P & A Construction,
Inc. in September 2019, such contract and
Resolution No. 2020-211 (authorizing the
Change Order) are available for public
inspection at the office of the Municipal
Clerk.

Awarded to: P & A Construction, Inc.,
650 Leesville Avenue, Rahway, New Jer-
sey 07065

Service: NJDOT FY2017 and 2018
South Union Avenue Improvements
Project, Extra Work

Fee: $ 70,000
Date: May 26, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
CHANGE ORDER

The Township of Cranford has autho-
rized Contract Change Order Number Eight
(8) for various items of extra work for the
Northeast Quadrant Stormwater Manage-
ment Project. Resolution No. 2018-362
which authorized the award of contract to
Underground Utilities Corporation in No-
vember 2018, such contract and Resolu-
tion No. 2020-212 (authorizing the Change
Order) are available for public inspection
at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Underground Utilities Cor-
poration, 711 Commerce Road, Linden,
New Jersey 07036

Service: Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater Management Project, Change
Order Number Eight (8)

Fee: $102,445.85
Date: May 26, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2020-208 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856

Service: Engineering Services in con-
nection with the 2020 Various Roadway
Improvements

Fee: Not to Exceed $112,600.00
Date: May 26, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2020-209 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856

Service: Engineering Services in con-
nection with the NJDOT FY2020 Various
Roads Improvements – Retford Avenue
and Linden Place

Fee: Not to Exceed $39,250.00
Date: May 26, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process in accordance with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.5 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2020-210 authorizing
said Contract are available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856

Service: Engineering Services in con-
nection with Elm Street Area Drainage
Improvements

Fee: Not to Exceed $146,750.00
Date: May 26, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

RECREATION COMMISSION

MEETING NOTICE – JUNE 8,  2020

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Recreation Commission of the
Township of Scotch Plains has changed
the format of their Business Meeting sched-
uled for June 8, 2020 to be held by remote
access at 7:30 p.m..

Due to the public health emergency
caused by Coronavirus, and the Governor’s
Executive Order 107, the Recreation Com-
mission will conduct the June 8, 2020
Business Meeting remotely and by elec-
tronic means for its Commissioners and
public. In accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6
(the “Open Public Meetings Act”) Busi-
ness Meeting  will be open to the public by
electronic means, and as such, members
of the public may view the meeting by
livestream on Facebook Live https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
scotchplainsrecreation/;  Public Comment
will be available through call-in during the
appropriate comment portions and the tele-
phone number for access will be provided
during the livestream.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties.  Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Times Fee: $32.13

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
June 24, 2020, for the

“2020 IMPROVEMENT OF
NORTH CHESTNUT STREET
IN THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract. The major
items of work under this contract include,
but are not limited to, the following in esti-
mated quantities:

1,875 tons of 2 inch thick Hot Mix Asphalt
Surface Course

14,700 square yards of Milling, Variable
thickness

60 square yards 4 inch Thick Concrete
Walk

Due to its proximity and impact to
Westfield schools, work on this street
must be completed no later than Au-
gust 28, 2020.

All bidders must submit with their
bid a copy of their New Jersey Busi-
ness Registration Certificate. Failure
to submit proof of registration will dis-
qualify the bid.

The Town of Westfield offices are cur-
rently closed to the public but remain op-
erational. The Town of Westfield is practic-
ing Social Distancing; therefore, bidders
are encouraged to Mail in your bid re-
sponses in a timely manner via USPS,
UPS and FedEx, etc. If they must be hand-
delivered, potential bidders may contact

the Office of the Town Engineer (908-789-
4100, ext. 4606, or
engineer@westfieldnj.gov) to arrange drop
off at the Main Entrance of the Town’s
Public Works Complex at 959 North Av-
enue, West, Westfield, NJ 07090. As al-
ways, it is the bidder’s responsibility to
ensure that all bids are timely submitted in
order to be received by the time and date
as specified. Bids received after the desig-
nated time and date will be returned un-
opened.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq. and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates pro-
mulgated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer.

Arrangements to obtain the plans and
specifications for this project must be made
by contacting the office of the Town Engi-
neer at 908-789-4100, ext. 4606, or
engineer@westfieldnj.gov.  The Mayor and
Council reserve the right to reject any bid,
and to waive any informality in any bid, if in
the interest of the Town, it is deemed
advisable to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $80.07

PUBLIC NOTICE

U. of Vermont Posts
Dean’s List Honorees
BURLINGTON, Vt. — Seven stu-

dents have been named to the Dean’s
List at the University of Vermont. To
be named to the Dean’s List, students
must have a grade-point average of
3.0 or better and rank in the top 20
percent of their class in their respec-
tive college or school.

Dean’s List honorees include Emma
DeBole of Cranford and Westfield
residents Sofia Toglia, Jessica Chicola,
Leo Warsh, Lauren Rigney, Isabella
Salerno and Nahren-Gherel Ubushin.

Located in Burlington, Vt., the Uni-
versity of Vermont is a Public Ivy and
top 100 national research university,
educating 10,700 undergraduate stu-
dents, 1,627 graduate students, 776
certificate and non-degree students,
and 478 M.D. students in the Larner
College of Medicine.

Christina Di Bella Initiated
Into Phi Kappa Phi

BATON ROUGE, La. — Christina
Di Bella of Westfield recently was
initiated into The Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest
and most selective all-discipline col-
legiate honor society, which has its
national headquarters in Baton Rouge,
La. She was initiated at the Univer-
sity of Delaware.

Ms. Di Bella is among approxi-
mately 30,000 students, faculty, pro-
fessional staff and alumni to be initi-
ated into Phi Kappa Phi each year.
Membership is by invitation only and
requires nomination and approval by a
chapter. Only the top 10 percent of

seniors and 7.5 percent of juniors are
eligible for membership. Graduate stu-
dents in the top 10 percent of the
number of candidates for graduate
degrees also may qualify, as do fac-
ulty, professional staff and alumni who
have achieved scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897
under the leadership of undergraduate
student Marcus L. Urann, who had a
desire to create a different kind of
honor society: one that recognized
excellence in all academic disciplines.
Today, the Society has chapters on
more than 300 campuses in the United
States and the Philippines. Its mission
is “To recognize and promote aca-
demic excellence in all fields of higher
education and to engage the commu-
nity of scholars in service to others.”

Since its founding, more than 1.5
million members have been initiated
into Phi Kappa Phi. Some of the
organization’s notable members in-
clude former President Jimmy Carter,
NASA astronaut Wendy Lawrence,
novelist John Grisham and YouTube
co-founder Chad Hurley. Each year,
Phi Kappa Phi awards nearly $1 mil-
lion to outstanding students and mem-
bers through graduate and disserta-
tion fellowships, undergraduate study
abroad grants, funding for post-bac-
calaureate development, and grants
for local, national and international
literacy initiatives. For more infor-
mation about Phi Kappa Phi, visit
phikappaphi.org.

WESTFIELD
Sunday, May 17, Douglas Luka,

49, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with driving under the influ-
ence pursuant to an investigation re-
garding a possible intoxicated driver.
Officers located the individual a short
time later and he was placed under
arrest. He was transported to police
headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and later released to a re-
sponsible, sober adult.

Wednesday, May 20, detectives
arrested Jorge Pacheco, 45, of
Westfield pursuant to a motor ve-
hicle stop and police investigation
near the intersection of Forest Av-
enue and Seneca Place on charges of
credit card theft and fraudulent use
thereof. Additionally, Pacheco had
an outstanding traffic warrant out of
the Borough of Fanwood in the
amount of $500. He was released on
his own recognizance on the
Fanwood warrant and released on a
summons on the Westfield charges.

Wednesday, May 20, Barry L.
Gainer, 55, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while in-
toxicated (DWI) pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop in the area of Prospect
Street near East Dudley Avenue.
Gainer was transported to police
headquarters, where he was pro-
cessed and subsequently released to
a sober, responsible adult.

Tuesday, May 26, a resident of the
100 block of West Grove Street re-
ported being the victim of fraud. The
victim stated that one or more un-
known suspects utilized a credit card
in her name to make several pur-
chases on May 24 in the amount of

approximately $2,034.78. The credit
card was believed to have been stolen
from the mail.

Wednesday, May 27, a resident of
the 1100 block of Boulevard reported
being the victim of a motor vehicle
burglary and a theft. One or more
unknown suspects entered the victim’s
vehicle and removed various items
from the vehicle. The vehicle was
reported to have been unlocked at the
time of the incident.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, May 26, Andrew Farias,

22, of Elizabeth was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
during a motor vehicle stop. Farias
was transported to police headquar-
ters and processed.

Friday, May 29, a resident of the
2100 block of Raritan Road reported
fraudulent activity on a credit ac-
count. The matter is under investi-
gation.

Sunday, May 31, Lakecia M.
Holmes, 32, of North Plainfield was
arrested and charged with possession
of marijuana during a motor vehicle
stop. Holmes was transported to po-
lice headquarters and processed.

Sunday, May 31, Joel Rivers, 57,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on
charges of providing false informa-
tion to police and possession of heroin
during a motor vehicle accident in-
vestigation. Rivers was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Monday, June 1, Wesam Saad, 32,
of Scotch Plains was arrested and
charged with criminal trespass dur-
ing a suspicious-person investigation.
Saad was transported to police head-
quarters and processed.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOLEMN REMEMBRANCE...Keith Gibbons, chaplain for the Westfield Police
Department and a deacon at the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield, speaks during the town’s Memorial Day ceremony on May 25 beside the
monument to veterans of World War I.

Margaret Clarkson
Graduates UNH

DURHAM, N.H. — Margaret
Clarkson of Westfield graduated from
the University of New Hampshire on
May 16. She earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Environmental
Conservation and Sustainability.

Students are only graduated after
the Registrar’s Office has certified
that all degree requirements have been
successfully completed. Participating
in the commencement ceremony is
the act of honoring and celebrating
academic achievement.

The University of New Hampshire
was founded in 1866. A land, sea and
space-grant university, the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire is the state’s
flagship public research institution,
enrolling 13,000 undergraduate and
2,500 graduate students.

Courtesy of Township of Scotch Plains/Facebook
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE...Scotch Plains Mayor Alexander Smith,
left, stands with Memorial Day Grand Marshals Patrick D. Moore (U.S. Army
Iraq/Afghanistan), center, and Alphonse Fantini (U.S. Army 1941-1945)
during the May 25 Memorial Day ceremony in Scotch Plains, which was closed
to the public.

Local Students Are Named
To Bucknell Dean’s List

LEWISBURG, Pa. — Bucknell
University has released the Dean’s
List for outstanding academic
achievement during the Spring se-
mester of the 2019-2020 academic
year. A student must earn a grade
point average of 3.5 or higher on a
scale of 4.0 to receive Dean’s List
recognition. The following students,
grouped by their hometowns, have
achieved Dean’s List status:

Westfield: Natalie Becker, Class
of 2023; Julia Buoscio, Class of
2022; Caroline Hendrix, Class of
2023; Dylan Howland, Class of
2023; Madison Kurtz, Class of
2023; Olivia Loggia, Class of 2020;
Kendall Robertson, Class of 2023;
Coby Sagal, Class of 2020, and
Olivia Shields, Class of 2023.

Mountainside: Jack Cushing, Class
of 2023, and Joseph D’Angelo, Class
of 2022.

Scotch Plains: Laura Charos,
Class of 2020; Fallon Goldberg,
Class of 2020; Brent Mankin, Class
of 2023; Arren Puri, Class of 2021;
Ari Rosenzweig, Class of 2020;
James Scacifero, Class of 2023, and
Mariah Weigel, Class of 2020.

Located in Lewisburg, Pa.,
Bucknell University is a private lib-

eral arts university that offers majors
in the arts, engineering, humanities,
management, and social and natural
sciences, along with broad opportu-
nities outside of class, to its 3,600
undergraduates. Graduate programs
are available in select disciplines.

Seven Local Students
Graduate Bucknell

LEWISBURG, Pa. — Bucknell
University presented degrees to
more than 800 graduates at com-
mencement on May 17.

Among the graduates are Jarek
Gozdieski, Olivia Loggia and Coby
Sagal, all of Westfield.

The graduates also include Laura
Charos, Fallon Goldberg, Ari
Rosenzweig and Mariah Weigel,
all of Scotch Plains.

Located in Lewisburg, Pa.,
Bucknell University is a private
liberal arts university that offers
majors in the arts, engineering, hu-
manities, management, and social
and natural sciences, along with
broad opportunities outside of
class, to its 3,600 undergraduates.
Graduate programs are available
in select disciplines.

Area Students Earn Degrees
From University of Vermont
BURLINGTON, Vt. — Some

3,183 students were awarded de-
grees during the University of
Vermont’s 220th commencement
ceremonies on May 17. The class’
academic achievement was saluted
online with remarks from UVM
President Suresh Garimella, Ver-
mont Governor Phil Scott and uni-

versity and state leaders.
Local graduates include Malcolm

Pringle of Cranford; Hailey Reilly,
Lauren Rigney, Isabella Salerno,
Lauren Schnepf and Allyson
Tazbin, all of Westfield, along with
Paul Cherubini and Ani Hsu
Obrock, both of Scotch Plains.

Located in Burlington, Vt., the
University of Vermont is a public Ivy
and top 100 national research univer-
sity, educating 10,700 undergraduate
students, 1,627 graduate students, 776
certificate and non-degree students,
and 478 M.D. students in the Larner
College of Medicine.

Jacqueline Fahrenholz Earns
Degree and Senior Award

WESTMINSTER, Md. —
McDaniel College held a Celebra-
tion Day on May 23 in honor of the
Class of 2020, with select graduat-
ing seniors recognized with aca-
demic, activity and leadership
awards during two virtual senior
award ceremonies.

Jacqueline Cristine Fahrenholz of
Scotch Plains earned Magna Cum
Laude and Honors in Environmen-
tal Studies with a degree in Envi-
ronmental Studies from McDaniel
College. Ms. Fahrenholz was the

recipient of The Dr. H. Samuel Case
’63 Senior Scholar Athlete Award.

McDaniel College celebrated the
555 bachelor’s and master’s degree
recipients during the virtual Class of
2020 Celebration Day. An in-person
commencement ceremony for the
Class of 2020 is slated to take place
on campus in Spring 2021.

Academic honors given at gradua-
tion include summa cum laude for a
cumulative grade point average of
3.9 or higher, magna cum laude for a
cumulative grade point average of
3.70 to 3.89, and cum laude for a
cumulative grade point average of
3.50 to 3.69.

For more information about
McDaniel  College,  visi t
mcdaniel.edu.

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

FLOOD HAZARD AREA CONTROL
ACT PERMIT FOR APPROVAL

Take Notice that an application for a
Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit has
been submitted to the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection, Divi-
sion of Land Use Regulation for the project
described below:

Applicant: Public Service Electric and
Gas Company (PSE&G)

Project Name: Application for a Flood
Hazard Area Individual Permit Extension
for the Maintenance of Existing PSE&G
Electric Overhead Transmission System
Rights-of-Way to Permit the Continued
use of Selective Herbicide Application
within Riparian Zon

Project Description: The flood hazard
area individual permit extension will con-
tinue to allow PSE&G to conduct selective
herbicide application in riparian zones
within its Overhead Electric Transmission
System Rights-of-Way in support of its
Integrated Vegetation Management/Veg-
etation Maintenance Program activities.
This activity has been previously permit-
ted under a “blanket” permit, issued on
June 15, 2015 and set to expire on June
14, 2020 (NJDEP Permit No. 0000-02-
0031.2, FHA150001). This application is
being sought to extend the previous ap-
proval.

PSE&G will abide by its strict protocols
and standard operating procedures while
performing these activities, which are pro-
tective of the environment including State
open waters and associated riparian zones,
as well as the State’s rare, threatened and
endangered plant and animal species.

The rules governing the above permit is
found in the NJDEP’s Flood Hazard Area
Control Act Rules at N.J.A.C. 7:13. You
can view or download these rules on the
NJDEP Division of Land Use Regulation
website at www.state.nj.us/dep/landuse,
or you can find a copy of these rules in the
county law library in your county court-
house.

The complete permit application pack-
age can be reviewed at either the munici-
pal clerk’s office in the municipalities that
the PSE&G Electric Overhead Transmis-
sion System travel through or by appoint-
ment at the Department’s Trenton Office.
The Department of Environmental Protec-
tion welcomes comments and any infor-
mation that you may provide concerning
the proposed maintenance activities.
Please submit your written comments
within 15 calendar days of the date of this
notice to:

New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection

Division of Land Use Regulation
Mail Code 501-02A

P.O. Box 420
Trenton, New Jersey 08625

Attention:  Application Support
1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $58.65

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF SPECIAL
TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING

Please take notice that the Township
Committee of the Township of Cranford
will hold a Special Meeting on Monday,
June 15, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. remotely and
by electronic means.  Meeting agenda
topics will include a public hearing and
adoption consideration of Ordinance
2020-09, “An Ordinance to amend the
Code of the Township of Cranford, Part III:
Health Legislation, Chapter 255 Land De-
velopment, to temporarily delegate certain
Planning Board duties to a Code Review
Committee.“ Formal Action may be taken.

The Meetings will be open to the public
by electronic means. Residents can view
the meetings on TV-35, and via livestream
on TV-35’s Facebook Page. Residents
who wish to participate in the virtual meet-
ing for purposes of making a public com-
ment or to participate in any scheduled
public hearing should follow the instruc-
tions and complete the registration form
available at the Township of Cranford’s
website at https://www.cranfordnj.org/
minutes-and-agendas.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $28.05

Probitas Verus Honos



A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, June 4, 2020 Page 13

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

COUNTY OF UNION

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice is hereby given that sealed pro-
posals will be received by the Township of
Cranford, Union County, New Jersey for
the

“NJDOT FY2019
BROOKSIDE PLACE

DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS”

project and be opened and read in public
at the Township of Cranford Municipal
Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, on Thursday, June 25,
2020 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time and
follow the COVID 19 - Supplemental Emer-
gency Procurement Guidance as per the
Local Finance Notice (LFN) 2020-10.

LFN 2020-10 provides guidance to mu-
nicipalities to help comply with social dis-
tancing guidelines while also complying
with the provisions of the Local Public
Contracts Law as it pertains to bid opening
procedures. As a result, thereof, in lieu of
a traditional bid opening at the Municipal
Building open to the public, the following
procedure will be followed, consistent with
LFN 2020-10:

A. Bids will remain due on or before
10:00 a.m. on Thursday, June 25, 2020.

B. In-person attendance at the bid
opening is prohibited due to restrictions on
public gatherings during the current State
of Emergency.

C. All bids shall be addressed to
Patricia Donahue, Township Clerk, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
07016. The bidding contractor shall sub-
mit one (1) original and one (1) copy of
their bid, both respectively labeled.  Town
Hall is not open for hand delivery of bids.
Bidders can submit their bid via common
carrier. Bids must be received no later than
Thursday, June 25, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.
Bidders are encouraged to use overnight
delivery.

D. At the time scheduled for the bid
opening, the Municipal Representative will
open all bids on a public Zoom conference.
Members of the public may access the
Zoom meeting starting at 10:00 a.m. on
Thursday, June 25, 2020. The instructions
for the Zoom conference are as follows:

a. Join Zoom Meeting https://
zoom.us/j/98580806320? pwd=bFFWM0d
GckFkRVY1YTZTTmJnajdmdz09

b. Meeting ID: 985 8080 6320
c. Password: 859108
d. Phone: 929 205 6099 US (New York)

e. If you dial in, hit *9 to raise your
hand.

E. The Municipal Representative will
open and read aloud all bids at that time on
the Zoom conference in accordance with
standard practice.

F. Subsequent to the bid opening,
bid information can be obtained by emailing
or calling Township Clerk Patricia Donahue
at p-donahue@cranfordnj.org or 908-
709-7210. In addition, the bid package of
the apparent low bidder shall be fully
scanned and posted to the Township of
Cranford’s website.

The project consists of roadway and
sidewalk improvements to Brookside Place
consisting of mill and pave, roadway re-
construction, proposed guide-rail removal
and installation, HMA overlay, base repair
and road widening. The project scope also
includes the installation of curb, sidewalk,
storm drains, inlets, bicycle safe grates/
eco curb pieces, traffic striping, driveway
repairs, and ADA ramps.  All work on this
contract must be completed within ninety
(90) calendar days from issuance of a
Notice to Proceed.

Contract Documents and Drawings for
the proposed work, which have been pre-
pared by the Township Engineer, Carl P.
O’Brien, P.E. of Maser Consulting P.A.,
are available electronically or via delivery
by common carrier beginning on Thurs-
day, June 4, 2020 by making a request to
mtappen@maserconsulting.com and
JDirmann@maserconsulting.com.

Bidders will be furnished with a copy of
the Contract Documents by request upon
proper notice to the above e-mail address.
The bid proposal packages will not be
available for pickup. In the e-mail mes-
sage, the contractor shall indicate if they
request an electronic copy (PDF format) or
paper copy.  Electronic copies will be pro-
vided via e-mail at no charge. Paper cop-
ies will be provided after a non-refundable
charge of $125.00 payable to Maser Con-
sulting P.A. is received as well as the UPS
or FedEx account information to defray the
cost thereof.  Proposals must be made on
the standard Proposal forms in the manner
designated in the Contract documents and
must be enclosed in sealed envelopes
bearing the name and address of the Bid-
der and the name of the project on the
outside. The envelope must be accompa-
nied by a Statement of Consent of Surety
from a surety company authorized to do
business in the State of New Jersey and
acceptable to the municipality and either a
Bid Bond or a Certified Check drawn to the
order of “Township of Cranford” for not less

than ten percent (10%) of the amount bid,
except that the check shall not exceed
$20,000.00. The successful bidder is
hereby notified that a performance bond
and labor and material (payment) bond for
the full amount of this project is required.

The award of the Contract for this project
will not be made until the necessary funds
have been provided by the Owner in a
lawful manner.

The Township or the Engineer reserves
the right to require a complete financial
and experience statement from prospec-
tive bidders showing that they have satis-
factorily completed work of the nature re-
quired before furnishing proposal forms or
specifications, or before awarding the Con-
tract.

Proposals for this Contract will only be
accepted from bidders who have properly
qualified in accordance with the require-
ments of the Contract documents.

The right is also reserved to reject any or
all bids or to waive any informalities where
such informality is not detrimental to the
best interest of the Owner. Further, the
Owner reserves the right to abandon the
project and reject the bids entirely if any
legal or state or federal administrative ac-
tion is taken against the Owner which
could delay or jeopardize the project from
commencing. The right is also reserved to
increase or decrease the quantities speci-
fied in the manner designated in the Speci-
fications.

The successful bidder shall be required
to comply with the following:

A. Affirmative Action requirements
(P.L. 1975, C.127, N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
& N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.).

B. The provisions of the New Jersey
Prevailing Wage Act (N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.25
et seq.).

C. Anti-Kickback Regulations under
Section 2 of the Act of June 13, 1934,
known as the Copeland Act.

D. Worker and Community Right-to-
Know Act (N.J.S.A. 34:5A-1).

E. Anti-Drug/Alcohol plan in accor-
dance with 49 CFR Parts 40, 199 and 391.

The bid must also be accompanied by a
list of names and addresses of all stock-
holders owning 10% or more of the stock in
accordance with the provisions of the Pub-
lic Disclosure Law (P.L. 1988, C.33,
N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2).

By order of the Township Committee

Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan, Township Administrator

Patricia Donahue,
Township Clerk

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $154.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 26th  of May
2020.

ORDINANCE 2020-12

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTAB-
LISH THE 2020 CAP BANK.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 06/04/20, The Times Fee: $13.77

Cranford Superintendent: District
Will Establish Plans for Ceremonies

Earlier in the week the Governor
announced that on “July 6, schools
will have the opportunity to hold out-
door graduation ceremonies that com-
ply with social distancing — ensuring
the health and safety of all in atten-
dance.” On May 27, the New Jersey
Department of Education provided
additional guidance.

This guidance, which now includes
an additional update provided on May
28, in summary, presents the follow-
ing commencement ceremony options
(some of these have changed from
previously released state guidance):

Prior to July 6, 2020, virtual and
drive-through/drive-in ceremonies are
permitted.

Beginning July 6, 2020, modified
in-person, outdoor ceremonies are per-
mitted.

Indoor ceremonies should not be
considered.

Modified in-person commencement
ceremonies must:

Take place outdoors (i.e., no indoor
ceremonies allowed); and meet the
relevant capacity limitation on in-per-
son gatherings in place at the time of
the ceremony.

Of particular note is that in-person
gatherings must meet the relevant ca-
pacity limitation on in-person gather-
ings in place at the time of the cer-
emony, which is currently 25. How-
ever, yesterday, the Governor indi-
cated that far-larger gatherings would
be permitted than under the current
limits, stating, “I’ll be shocked if it’s
25 or even close to 25 by July 6.” He
further stated that, “Somewhere be-
tween now and a reasonable amount of
time from now, we will give some
more guidance.”

Although we do not yet know the
number, the District will establish mul-
tiple plans for ceremonies of varying
sizes as we know how important an in-

person ceremony is to the Class of 2020
seniors and their parents/guardians. We
will continue to update the community
as we get more information.

As for other traditionally celebrated
grade levels, kindergarten students,
5th grade, and 8th grade students will
be celebrated at the end of the year
with a virtual ceremony and a “Wave
Parade.” Please be on the lookout for
specifics from your respective build-
ing principals.

Please know how proud we are of all
our students and we are committed to
making these moments special and
memorable.

Thank you for your support, part-
nership and your flexibility through-
out this emotional and evolving situa-
tion.

Superintendent Dr. Scott Rubin
Cranford

WHS Seniors Receive
Special Surprise

Assemblywoman Quijano Issues
Statement on George Floyd

My heart breaks for the family of
George Floyd and all communities of
color throughout the country. There is
absolutely no excuse for the behavior
of former officer Derek Chauvin and
the three other officers that stood by
and watched him suffocate Mr. Floyd.

This killing in Minneapolis was
caught on camera and brought into the
homes of every American, but unfortu-
nately acts like this occur all too regu-
larly in communities of color through-
out the country. I have supported our
local and State Police for my entire
career and I know that their jobs are
incredibly difficult. I have represented
a community of color for 10 years and
I know the pain and humiliation of
indirect and direct discrimination that
takes place every day.

We must eliminate the dispropor-
tionate impact of the law and law en-
forcement on people of color. This is
why I introduced bills to legalize can-
nabis, decriminalize marijuana, and

expunge the records of people with
marijuana crimes. I also sponsored the
independent prosecutor law that re-
quires any police involved killing to be
investigated by the state attorney gen-
eral.

Just as important, we need to con-
tinue supporting our police officers.
They put their lives on the line every
day and their families never know if
tonight will be the night they don’t
come home. There will always be bad
actors in a group and we should not
paint every officer as one of them. We
cannot make blanket claims of blame
on all police officers or entire commu-
nities – instead we need to continue to
talk to each other, hold each other ac-
countable, and build relationships and
trust between us so that we can heal the
wounds that are so prevalent amongst
us.

Annette Quijano
Majority Conference Leader

Assemblywoman, (D-20th)

WESTFIELD — Westfield High
School seniors were surprised to find
teachers they have only seen during
virtual lessons over the past two
months arriving at their homes on
May 27 to deliver lawn signs.

“The seniors are still waiting to
find out when they will be able to
have a ‘live’ graduation so we wanted
to do something to make them feel
special. It epitomizes the spirit of
Westfield to have the teachers, the
Westfield Police Department, the
Board of Education and the Depart-
ment of Public Works all come to-
gether to celebrate these kids,” said
WHS Parent Student Teacher Orga-
nization (PTSO) Co-President
Monica Bergin about the PTSO-or-
ganized event. “The teachers were
excited to help out and more than 60
volunteered to be part of the six deliv-
ery teams.”

“It is great seeing how supportive
the WHS teachers and community as
a whole are during this difficult time,”
said senior Aiden Kilbourn.

Ms. Bergin said the parent organi-
zation has a number of additional
surprises planned for the seniors. The
PTSO sells the senior lawn signs each
year to raise money to provide items
not included in the school’s budget.
Financial assistance is offered to en-
sure every student is able to have a
sign to celebrate his/her graduation.

“It was a wonderful surprise to see
my teachers and I loved seeing all the

decorated cars,” added 12th grader
Madeline Stack. “It made me and all
the other students feel really special.”

Parent Beata Krowinska called the
lawn sign delivery “an amazing mo-
ment for many WHS students.”  “I
didn’t see that much excitement in my
daughter’s face for a long time,” she
writes in an email to WHS Principal
Mary Asfendis to thank all involved
in the event. “Marcelina felt so spe-
cial when she saw two of her favorite
teachers standing and clapping for
her. This experience will last for-
ever.”

Ms. Asfendis thanked the PTSO
for “initiating and planning this amaz-
ing community event,” the Westfield
Police Department for the “hours co-
ordinating and leading our routes,”
and the Westfield Department of Pub-
lic Works for providing vehicles for
the delivery caravans.

“I can speak for all of the the
Westfield staff in saying it was a high-
light of our year to celebrate this amaz-
ing class,” Ms. Asfendis said.  “We
were so excited to see our students and
share in the joy of their graduation
from Westfield High School.”

“The smiles on the faces of our se-
niors says it all,” Superintendent Dr.
Margaret Dolan said.  “It is gratifying
to see the Westfield community come
together to create special experiences
for the Class of 2020, even as we con-
tinue to adhere to social distancing
rules during this extraordinary time.”

Photos Courtesy of the Westfield High School PTSO
SPECIAL DELIVERY...The Westfield High School PTSO organized the printing
and delivery of over 400 lawn signs to graduating Westfield High School seniors.
The signs were delivered via a parade of more than 60 teachers to pay tribute to
the class of 2020.

Municipal Prosecutors Release
Statement on George Floyd

The New Jersey State Municipal
Prosecutors Association is deeply
troubled by the events surrounding
the death of George Floyd in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota. The officers’ ac-
tions were deeply disturbing, heart
wrenching, and counterproductive to
fair policing, and justice for all.

As municipal prosecutors we are
actively engaged with our commu-
nity and local law enforcement on a
regular basis. We condemn all acts of
racism, discrimination, and senseless
acts of violence. We take pride in
treating everyone in our communities
equally, and fairly. We recognize the
importance of public trust and prom-
ise to continue sustained efforts to
ensure every citizen’s rights are up-
held, and all parties are respected. We
support peaceful expressions against
injustice and continue to maintain a

bridge between the community and
local law enforcement.

We extend our condolences and
prayers to George Floyd’s family,
friends, and to all effected.

The Executive Board of the New
Jersey State Municipal Prosecutors

Association

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE 2020-08

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, PART III: HEALTH LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 465 SANI-
TARY STANDARDS, ARTICLE II: LICENSES AND PERMITS, SECTION
465-1 DEFINITIONS, SECTION 465-8 APPLICATION PROCEDURE AND
SECTION 465-9 FEES; TERMS.

WHEREAS, the Board of Health of the Township of Cranford is charged with the
enforcement of the ordinances related to public health, and the inspection and protection
of the food supply; and

WHEREAS, Cranford is home to a new retail food operation wherein food is prepared
in commissary prior to distribution via a food delivery vehicle with special heat on-demand
equipment; and

WHEREAS, such business intends to be a centralized hub for numerous such vehicles,
each of which must be inspected pursuant to Township Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the Township Committee and the Township of Cranford Board of Health
find it necessary to license the operation of extended commissary food delivery vehicles
to ensure proper hygiene measures are implemented while transporting prepared food;
and

WHEREAS, due to the number of such vehicles and the volume of such inspections the
Township wishes to revise its fee structure for such vehicles; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford as follows:

SECTION 1.  Chapter 465 Sanitary Standards, Article I: Definitions; Powers of
Board of Health, Section 465-9 Fees; terms is hereby amended as follows:

A.  The fees for the issuance of copies of Board of Health records shall be as follows:

Item Fee
Copy of rabies vaccination certificate $2
Certified copy of death certificate $10
Certified copy of birth certificate $10
Certified copy of marriage certificate $10
Certified copy of certificate of amendment of above $5
Certified copy of domestic partnership $10
Certified copy of vital statistics record $10
Certified copy of certificate of amendment of above $5

B. The following schedule of license fees is hereby established for the various
businesses hereinafter set forth:

License or Permit Fee
Risk Type 1 (N.J.A.C. 8:24-1.5) $50
Risk Type 2 (N.J.A.C. 8:24-1.5) $75
Risk Type 3 (N.J.A.C. 8:24-1.5) $125
Risk Type 4 (N.J.A.C. 8:24-1.5) $125
Extended Commissary Food Delivery Vehicles (per vehicle)

1 – 5 vehicles $100
6 – 20 vehicles $80
20+ vehicles $60

Mobile retail establishment $100
Mobile retail establishment, seasonal (operating

less than 6 months per calendar year) $60
Vending machine (food or drink), per machine $25
Temporary food establishment (operating 3 days or less, per event) $35
Ice manufacturing machine or ice vehicle $20
Coin-operated launderette, establishment $30
Milk (containerized), sale or distribution $5
Swimming pool (public or club) $75
Pet shops (sale of animals or animal grooming) $20
Animal license (other than dog or cat) $5
Late fee (licensure/relicensure) (greater than

30 days past due) 25% of annual fee
Farmer market vendor $25

C.  . . .

SECTION 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication according
to law.

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced and approved on first reading at a meeting of
the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, May 26,
2020 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing to be held at the
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, July 14,
2020 at 7:30 p.m. or as soon thereafter as this matter can be reached. All persons
interested will be given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies
of Ordinance 2020-08 are available, for no fee, in the office of the Township Clerk,
Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, 07016, during
the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday (email: p-
donahue@cranfordnj.org or telephone: 908-709-7210). The Meetings will be open to
the public by electronic means. Residents can view the meetings on TV-35, and via
livestream on TV-35's Facebook Page. Residents who wish to participate in the virtual
meeting for purposes of making a public comment or to participate in any scheduled public
hearing should follow the instructions and complete the registration form available at the
Township of Cranford’s website at https://www.cranfordnj.org/minutes-and-agendas.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

EXPLANATION – Matter struck through thus in the above Ordinance is not
enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law. Matter underlined thus is new
matter.
1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $154.02

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION  COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-018507-19
FILE NO. 27179-19

NOTICE TO REDEEM

TLF NATIONAL TAX LIEN
TRUST 2017-1; PLAINTIFF
VS. PAUL E. BOUCHER; MRS.
PAUL E. BOUCHER, WIFE OF
PAUL E. BOUCHER; FIRST
TRUST TTEE FBO CHARLES
DEAN RICHARDS, FTC AC-
COUNT NO 031038015291;
FIRST TRUST TTEE FBO
JAMES L. ZUMSTEIN, FTC
ACCOUNT NO 031038018307;
COMPUTEX; COMPUTEX;
HANDS INC; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: PAUL E. BOUCHER; MRS. PAUL
E. BOUCHER, WIFE OF PAUL E.
BOUCHER; FIRST TRUST TTEE FBO
CHARLES DEAN RICHARDS, FTC AC-
COUNT NO 031038015291; FIRST
TRUST TTEE FBO JAMES L. ZUMSTEIN,
FTC ACCOUNT NO 031038018307;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on June 2, 2020, the Superior Court
Fixed August 3, 2020, or the next business
day, between regular business hours, at
the office of the Tax Collector of ROSELLE
BORO, located at 210 CHESTNUT
STREET, ROSELLE, NEW JERSEY
07203 as the time and place when and
where you may pay to the plaintiff the
amount so found due for principal and
interest on its certificate of tax sale as
follows:

LOT 12 BLOCK 2802 on the tax dupli-
cate of  ROSELLE BORO. Total amount
required to redeem tax sale certificate no.
13-027 is $49,757.02, together with inter-
est from May 15, 2020 and costs of
$1,406.98.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $57.12

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NEW JERSEY
PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on May 27, 2020 the
Garwood Planning Board memorialized
the following resolutions of their February
26, 2020 decision:

Case #PB20-02: 225 South Avenue  -
(CB) Commercial Business Zone, Block
502, Lot 6. Applicant: L&J Holdings LLC.
Granting D Variance to permit a car detail-
ing service in the CB Zone.

The resolution is on file and available for
inspection by calling the office of the Plan-
ning Board at (908) 789-0710 - the Munici-
pal Building located at 403 South Avenue,
Garwood, New Jersey or by emailing the
Board Secretary at A-lewis@garwood.org.

Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary

1 T - 06/04/20, The Leader Fee: $20.40

Garwood Rec. Camp Canceled
Due to Covid-19 Restrictions

Editor’s Note: This letter was sent to
Garwood Residents

 I hope this email finds you and your
family healthy and safe during the Pan-
demic and this very turbulent time we are
living in. It pains me beyond words to
send this email. It is with deep regret and
genuine sadness that I inform you that the
Summer recreation camp will not take
place this summer. Garwood Recreation
has been around for over 50 years! Thou-
sands of children have attended and en-
joyed the program we have provided.  We
had so much fun planned for the children.
I want you all to realize that this decision
was not made lightly and was discussed
with many before the final outcome.  I
promise we will be back next year in full
force better than ever. Please note that if
any restrictions are lifted by mid-summer
we will gladly try to run some kind of
program or entertainment for the kids.

With COVID-19 changing all of our
lives and with the additional threat of
Pediatric Multi System Inflammatory Syn-
drome linked to the Coronavirus affecting
young children, we simply cannot take the
chance of infecting campers, counselors
or staff. It will be very difficult to social
distance, wear masks in the heat, alternate
days, hours, grades, and conduct the camp
even if we made major modifications. The
Summer camp, like all camps in New
Jersey must follow the State Laws of New
Jersey and the CDC. Here is a snapshot of
the guidance restrictions that were sent to
us in order to hold the camp:

Snapshot of Summer Recreation De-
partment Based Camps Under COVID-19

As you continue planning your sum-
mer camp, it may be helpful to under-
stand that the CDC considerations are
recommending minimum behaviors.
Each state can impose stricter require-
ments due to the COVID-19 activity in
their state. Keep in mind NJ was number
2 in deaths and positive infection. The NJ
DOH has released minimum standards
that do not preclude an agency from
going above and beyond those standards
based on local sensibilities.

To make your local decisions, here is a
snapshot of the changes you have to
experience this year in your summer rec-
reation camps and programs per the CDC.
These are only the highlights to consider
until NJ guidance is fully received.

Limited group size to 10 including the
Counselors per location.

No group interaction. Each group must
remain independent and removed from
other groups to minimize risk.

No shared equipment, supplies,
sports,  etc.

No communal eating. Each child, em-
ployee brings their own lunch and drinks
and does not handle each other’s food.
No group meals/shared plates and cups.

Social distancing in all activities. When
social distancing cannot be accomplished
or the activity moves inside, campers
must wear masks.

Counselors must wear masks (PPE)
provided by their employer.

No guests or outside entertainment to
minimize risk of exposure.

No large gatherings or celebrations
that integrates all groups.

Staff must have daily temperatures
taken and recorded.

The person taking daily temperatures
– what are their qualifications?

Should a camper or counselor become
ill, the local health department will be
notified and all those in contact with the
individual have to be quarantined. Local
health department working with Contact
Trackers will handle notification.

Department must follow their lead and
inform parents and staff.

Department provides sanitizer for each
Counselor and provides stations for
handwashing and hand sanitizer.

No handling of camper’s bags, cloth-
ing etc. No sharing of phones.

If bathrooms are provided, they must
be sanitized multiple times during the
day.

No water fountains available. Provide
individual water bottles or have them
brought from home.

 As you can read – these guidelines
make it very difficult to conduct camp in
our usual manner. Science and safety
must come first and foremost, but we
have to be realistic as well. We desper-
ately want to provide this great service to
our community but only if it makes sense
– health wise, safety, financially, and
implementation.

 My heart goes out to all the counselors
that will be hurt monetarily this summer.
I’m sorry for the parents that depend on
the camp for child care. But above all, I
am sincerely saddened for the children
who absolutely love the camp. You have
endured so much in your young lives and
were looking forward to finally having
some fun after months of anxiety, disap-
pointment, seclusion and uncertainty. I
am so sorry.

Stay safe, stay positive and pray they
come up with a vaccine/drug/cure to end
this nightmare we are all living.

Dana Parkhill
Director of Summer Rec Camp

Garwood



Page 14  Thursday, June 4, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

We Sell

Space
To Advertise,

Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Shine a Spotlight

on Your Business

Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week • Double Size: $40 per week

Call Jeff Gruman at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Houses • Decks
Patios

Call Joe

908-472-6894

Fully Insured • Free Estimates

10% discount with ad

NJ License Number 13VH87664488

POWERWASHING

JK’s Painting & Wall Covering
Interior Painting • Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation • Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Power Washing • Deck Staining • Crown Molding / Trimwork

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
Fully Insured • Free Estimates • NJ License Number 13VH87664488

10% discount with this ad

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

BOND ORDINANCE 2020-13
STATEMENT AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, has been finally
adopted by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of
Union, State of New Jersey on May 26, 2020 and the 20-day period of limitation within
which a suit, action or proceeding questioning the validity of such ordinance can be
commenced, as provided in the Local Bond Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement.  Copies of the full ordinance are available at no cost and
during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for members of the general public who
request the same.  The summary of the terms of such bond ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, AND A NEW FIRE
ENGINE AND A NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE, INCLUDING ORIGINAL
APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $1,850,000 TO PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PROVIDE FOR
THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICIPATION OF
THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations and bonds/notes authorized in this multipurpose
bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Undertaking of the following road improvements: (i) improvement of Grand Street
(Section 1), (ii) improvement of Plainfield Avenue (Section 1) and (iii) the 2020 Road
Improvement Program at various locations, as set forth on a list on file with the Township
Clerk and hereby approved and incorporated herein by this reference thereto.  Depending
upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval by the
Township Council, there may be additions to or deletions from the list referred to in clause
(iii) of the preceding sentence. It is hereby determined and stated that the roads being
improved are of “Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local
Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended;
the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  812,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   38,700
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  773,300
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery and a
new fire engine, including original apparatus and equipment, for the use of the Fire
Department consisting of (i) a pumper fire engine, (ii) fire hose, (iii) a rescue boat and (iv)
various rescue equipment.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  685,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   32,650
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  652,350
Period of Usefulness 10 years

C. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery for the
use of the Department of Public Works consisting of (i) a loader and (ii) a wood chipper.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  173,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    8,250
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  164,750
Period of Usefulness 15 years

D. Acquisition of a new automotive vehicle, including original apparatus and equip-
ment, consisting of a pickup truck for the use of Parks and Recreation.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   35,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    1,750
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   33,250
Period of Usefulness 5 years

E. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery consist-
ing of firearms for the use of the Police Department.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   50,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    3,100
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   46,900
Period of Usefulness 5 years

F. (i) Acquisition of new traffic calming signs and signals, and undertaking of traffic
calming improvements at various locations, for pedestrian safety and (ii) installation of
emergency notification systems at various parks.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   95,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    4,550
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   90,450
Period of Usefulness 10 years

———————————————————————————
Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,850,000
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $   89,000
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,761,000

Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $-0-
Section 20 Costs:  $46,000
Useful Life:  10.24 years

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Township Clerk

Township of Scotch Plains
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 06/04/20, The Times Fee: $155.04

Photo courtesy of Wallace Parker
SPRING BEAUTY...These beautiful Fox Gloves, a favorite of hummingbirds,
were open and ready in Westfield.

Rain Man
If We Only Used Our Brain

4 popcorns
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
film critic

It is a mythic, Pollyanna notion that
we humans use only 10 percent of our
brain. Fact is that all our 100 billion
neurons are busy running around and
doing stuff, 24/7. Still, we are charmed
by the idea that great possibilities lie
beyond everyday uses of our gray mat-
ter. Perhaps we are capable of cerebral
feats much more profound than decid-
ing which tattoo would look best on our
forearm, figuring out just how many
AR-15s will make us seem macho, and
devising how else to appear defiantly
intimidating.

Psst: I think we might even be able to
fly. I know, I know. Don’t tell anyone.

Director Barry Levinson’s delight-
fully thoughtful, seriocomic Rain Man
(1988), via Dustin Hoffman’s enigmatic,
never conclusively diagnosed
Raymond, ponders the hidden talents
of the brain in a whimsically enchanting
road trip that unites two, long-sepa-
rated brothers. Tom Cruise co-stars as
the Yuppyish, wheeler-dealer exotic car
salesman, Charlie Babbitt, who learns
he has an institutionalized older brother
when his wealthy dad leaves every-
thing but a 1949 Buick Roadmaster
convertible to Hoffman’s quixotic sa-
vant. The Buick is his…but why, and to
do what with?

 Charlie’s immediate response,
doubtlessly engendered by his embit-
tered estrangement from dad, is to re-
move Raymond from the care of the
entrusted, kindly and caring Dr. Bruner
at Wallbrook and thereby claim the
entire inheritance. What follows is a
touching and very often funny, senti-
mental journey through the unique, in-
sight-filled bonding that ensues as the
two abscond cross country in the Buick,
which for my money, deserved an Os-
car to match the one Mr. Hoffman did
garner. Point of nostalgic bias: I learned
to drive in our ’51 of the same marque.
Slowly, on the driveway. Yup, you’re
correct… both had the Fireball Straight-
Eight engine.

But I digress, and stress that I have no
mental acumen of the sort Charlie soon
discovers in Raymond along the won-
derfully photographed highways and
byways, the movie every bit a celebra-
tion of the American landscape as it is a
delve into the simpatico of siblings.
Heck, it’s all I can do to write this
review, though, I’m perhaps not as dif-
ficult a traveling companion as the title
character…the appellation attributed
to him by Charlie back in the forgotten
recesses of their childhood.

 The script that Ronald Bass and
Barry Morrow adapted from Mr.
Morrow’s story, inspired by the real-
life case of Laurence Kim Peek, de-
scribed as a megasavant, is filled with
provocative and quirkily humorous situ-
ations resulting from Rain Man’s odys-
sey in the outside world. And while
some situations could be deemed as
capricious conjecture for the purpose
of getting a laugh, Mr. Levinson is
resigned to more than balance the treat-
ment with an ennobling primer on what
was then known about savant syndrome.
So, we learn a little, and Charlie even-
tually learns what may or may not be
more than he can handle.

The exploration and discovery of the
mental powers hidden within the often

impenetrable shell that mysteriously
flips open and shut around Raymond,
amaze with the same gleeful surprise
we experience when witnessing a baf-
fling magic trick. When Raymond in-
stantaneously announces the number
of toothpicks that spill out of a box in a
luncheonette, we can’t help but won-
der, “How did he do that?”

“Very well,” would be the answer
proffered by my magician friend,
Loudini, the glibness heightening the
sense of inscrutability.

 All of which has us returning to the
very same hope and consideration re-
garding Raymond’s phenomenal abili-
ties. Opportunists might speculate what
riches could be gleaned from harness-
ing the paradox, whereas altruists might
venture that unlocking the secrets might
lead to a cure for cancer, and perhaps
along the way a vaccine against the
current plague.

While we ruminate the possibilities
of using that 90 percent of our brain
that’s purportedly sitting the bench, it
occurs that what the scientists might
have meant is that only about 10 per-
cent of the population is actually using
their brain…advancing lifesaving strat-
egies such as using seatbelts, not drink-
ing and driving and, most recently,
wearing a mask. Which leaves about 60
percent offering its thanks, and the re-
maining 30 percent fighting them on it
and claiming a conspiracy against their
right to kill both themselves and the
innocent victims of their antisocial
prejudices.

Happily, throughout history the 10
percent has remained undaunted and
unselfish, offering its wheel, automo-
bile, vaccination and silicon chip to
grateful supporter and contrarian shirker
alike. Hence, trying to figure out what
goes on in “Rain Man’s” head can’t
help but serve as an entertaining,
thought-provoking metaphor for how
humankind might make more benefi-
cial use of its mental capacity.

…
Rain Man, rated R, is a United Artists

release directed by Barry Levinson and
stars Dustin Hoffman, Tom Cruise and
Valeria Golino. Running time: 133 min-
utes.

Westfield Boosters, Rotary
Team to Combat Hunger

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Boosters Association, a group of
dedicated town residents who pro-
vide financial support for all
Westfield High School athletics for
needed equipment and projects, is
teaming up with the Rotary Club of
Westfield to fight hunger locally
during the COVID-19 pandemic
and beyond.

The Westfield Boosters are con-
tributing $2,500 of their own money
to the
We s t f i e l d
R o t a r y ’ s
new fund-
raising ef-
fort to re-
lieve food
insecurity.
The initia-
t ive wil l
help to con-
t inue to
p r o v i d e
w e e k e n d
food to el-
ementary-
school chil-
dren who
qualify for
the free/re-
duced-price federal lunch program
through the BackPack Program that
Westfield Rotary has been doing
for several years. Prior to the pan-
demic, the food had been used to
fill the nutrition gap caused by the
interruption of school meals dur-
ing the weekend, enabling children
to come to school on Monday nour-
ished and ready to learn. Now more
than ever, the program continues
to fill the nutrition gap for these
children and their families during
increasingly uncertain times.
Westfield Rotary has been provid-
ing food to 14 families during the
COVID 19 pandemic.

As part of its new fundraiser, the
Westfield Rotary will match up to
$15,000 in donations.

“Spring is arguably our busiest
time of the year, but the coronavirus
outbreak and the closing of school
means our WHS student athletes
won’t be able to compete and re-
ceive the recognition they deserve,”
said Bill Baton, president of the
Westfield Boosters. “Our members
got together to discuss how best we
can serve our community during
this difficult time, and the Westfield
Rotary’s new effort addressing food

insecurity is a perfect fit for the
Westfield Boosters. No child
should go hungry in America to-
day, especially during the week-
ends.”

The Westfield Rotary has long
been active in helping fight hun-
ger.  In addit ion to the new
fundraiser, the Westfield Rotary
provides sandwiches during the
summer to the Plainfield Salvation
Army and St. Joseph Social Ser-

vice Center
in Eliza-
beth. Dur-
ing this
t ime of
quarantine,
Rotary has
been col-
l e c t i n g
s a n d -
wiches and
food dona-
tions every
We d n e s -
day from
the com-
munity that
are then de-
livered to
St. Joseph

Social Service Center. During the
school year, Westfield schools col-
lect extra lunches weekly that help
these organizations. Westfield
Rotary’s efforts during the summer
keep the program going while
school is not in session.

Helping those who are food in-
secure is a major focus of the
Westfield Rotary. Funds raised by
the organization will assist in re-
stocking local food pantries, ex-
panding the BackPack program to
surrounding communities, and
fighting against hunger insecurity
at Union County College. As part
of these efforts, the Westfield Ro-
tary will use the services of local
Westfield restaurants to further
support the community.

“We are delighted that the
Westfield Boosters are joining our
fight to stamp out hunger in
Westfield and our neighboring
communities,” said Liz Ensslin,
president of the Rotary Club of
Westfield.  “Since 1945,  the
Westfield Boosters have served our
community proudly and provided
our student athletes with the re-
sources they need to reach their
fullest potential. We are grateful
for their support as we launch this
exciting new initiative.”

For more information about the
Westfield Rotary’s new fund-rais-
ing effort, visit gofundme.com/f/
dukxhu-feed-the-hungry.

For more information about the
Westfield Boosters Association,
visit westfieldboosters.com/.

 Westfield 300 Seeks Entries
For Milestone Awards

WESTFIELD — Lifelong
Westfield (formerly known as the
Mayor’s Senior Advisory Council)
launched the Westfield 300 Mile-
stone Awards to celebrate residents
who qualify for milestones in the
Town’s history as part of its year-
long 300th anniversary celebration.
Residents are encouraged to fill out
a brief survey at westfieldnj.gov/
westfield300milestones by Monday,
June 15 to help identify the resi-
dents, pets, cars and businesses that
qualify to earn a milestone award.

Award categories include:
- Oldest resident
- Longest number of years lived in

Westfield
 -Number of generations lived con-

tinuously in Westfield
- Longest years married
- Number of grandkids and number

of grandkids living in Westfield
- Oldest running business in

Westfield
- Oldest living War veteran
- Oldest dog and oldest cat
- Oldest living graduate of Westfield

High School
- Longest serving Westfield Police

Officer, Firefighter, Public Works
employee, other Town employee

- Oldest running car

“These Awards felt like a perfect
way for Lifelong Westfield to partici-
pate in Westfield’s 300th anniversary
celebration and highlight longevity
in town among residents, pets, town
employees and businesses,” said
David Contract, Town Council Liai-
son to Lifelong Westfield.

Wharton Institute to
Host Jazz Hour

BERKELEY HEIGHTS — Wharton
Institute for the Performing Arts (WIPA)
has announced that it will offer a month-
long Jazz Listening Hour every Mon-
day at 7 p.m. beginning Monday, June
29. Hosted by saxophonist Dave
Schumacher, this informal survey of
the history of Jazz will explore classic
as well as rare, live unissued recordings
generally unavailable to the public.

This series of five online listening/
discussion sessions covers eras in the
development of jazz from its early roots
through swing, bebop, and beyond.
Featured jazz legends include Duke
Ellington, Count Basie, Dizzy Gillespie,
Thelonious Monk, and more. The par-
ticipation fee for the Jazz Listening
Hour is $50. For more information and
registration, visit
www.WhartonArtsOnline.org.

Liz Ensslin, President of Westfield Rotary, and
Bill Baton, President of the Westfield Boosters

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS – FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR BIDS

CUSTODIAL SUPPLIES
& ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

Notice is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (hereinafter
referred to as the “Board”) in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-4.5 at the Board
offices located at 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, from interested
vendors for Custodial Supplies and Elec-
trical Supplies (herein referred to as the
“Vendor”) in accordance with the Bid Re-
quests prepared by the Board.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
obtained by calling Ms. Deborah S.
Saridaki, School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary at (908) 232-6161 ext.
4013 or e-mailing dsaridaki@spfk12.org.

All vendors submitting bids must use
and complete all forms in the manner des-
ignated and include all information required
in the Bid Requests. The Board assumes
no responsibility for bids mailed or misdi-
rected in delivery.  No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of sixty (60) days after
the date set for the opening thereof.

All vendors are required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127,
“Law Against Discrimination” and the Affir-
mative Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

Bids must be submitted to the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education no
later than:

* Custodial Supplies (CS2021)  2:00
PM on Thursday, June 18, 2020.

* Electrical Supplies (ES2021)  2:15
PM on Thursday, June 18, 2020.

1. Submit three (2) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and one (1) copies in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business Administrator/
Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education
512 Cedar Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Deborah S. Saridaki,

Business Administrator/Board Secretary

2. Plainly identify on the outside of the
sealed envelope which bid you are submit-
ting: “Custodial Supplies Bid CS2021”
or “Electrical Supplies Bid ES2021”.

All bids will be opened and read publicly
at that time by the School Business Admin-
istrator/Board Secretary, or her designee.

The Board reserves the right to reject
any or all bids and waive any informality in
the process if it is in the best interest of the
Board. No proposal may be deemed ac-
cepted until the adoption of a formal reso-
lution by the Board.

By order of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education in the County of Union,
New Jersey.

Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 06/04/20, The Times Fee: $62.73
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From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times — Com-
plete accounts of the events can
be read in the archives.

May 23, 2019: The third-
seeded Chatham High School
Cougars defeated the seventh-
seeded Cranford Cougars soft-
ball team, 2-1, in a nine-inning
classic during the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 Tournament
in Chatham on May 23. Julia
Yukniewicz took advantage of a
three-base error to score the

winning run in the bottom of the
ninth inning.

Cranford pitcher Morrigan
Gardiner tossed a one-hitter
(Jocelyn Spencer) while striking
out 11 and walking two batters.
Chatham pitcher Anna Lengner
allowed four hits, while striking
out 12 and walking two batters.
Morgan Heim had a double and a
single for 14-6 Cranford, Liz
McCaffery singled and walked
once and Gardiner singled.

May 23, 2019: Tailing 1-0 in
the top of the seventh inning, the

Somerville Pioneers scored twice
then held on to oust the Cranford
Cougars, 2-1, in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 3, Group 3 Tournament at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
May 23.

The Cougars’ only run came in
the fourth. Aidan Plick hacked an
infield single. After Somerville’s
Wortman fanned the next two
batters, Plick stole second. Joe
Meola was hit by a pitch. With
Mike Murphy at the plate, Plick
and Meola pulled off a successful
double steal. Next, Wortman’s

pitch hit the lip of the plate and
sailed out of play as Plick scored.
Murphy would walk but Wortman
got the next batter to fly out to
right field.

May 23, 2019: The top-seeded
Chatham High School Cougars
defeated the fourth-seeded
Cranford Cougars boys lacrosse
team, 13-6, in the semifinal round
of the North Jersey, Group 3
Tournament in Chatham on May
23. Cole Blazek scored four goals
and added an assist for 18-3
Cranford, while Conor Halpin and
Ryan Echavarria each added a
goal. Mike Kalnins and Steve
Shore each had an assist and
goalkeeper Phil Marotta made 11
saves.

May 24, 2019: Pitcher MJ
Catanzaro went the distance, al-

lowing just four hits and two
walks, while striking out six as
the eighth-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team stung the
top-seeded, fourth-ranked
Bayonne Bees, 3-2, in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament in Bayonne on May 24.
Matt McIntrye rapped a two-run
triple and Victor Coustan went 2-
for-3 with a run scored for the 9-
11 Blue Devils. Christian Pansini
and Christopher Ho each singled
and scored once.

May 29, 2019: Opportunities
that were exploited and a num-
ber of key defensive plays earned
the eighth-seeded Westfield High
School baseball team a 3-1 vic-
tory over the fourth-seeded

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE PLAY AT HOME...Blue Devil catcher Mike Charlton prepares to put the tag on
Raider Willy Gale in the first inning of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 semifinal game in Scotch
Plains on May 29, 2019. Westfield won 3-1.

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLING BACK TO THIRD...Hawks runner Amanda Leary dives back to third safely after
being caught in a rundown by Blue Devils Danielle Rinaldi, left, and Julia Romano in the second
inning in Westfield on May 23, 2017.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 7 of The Westfield Leader
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Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
in the semifinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tour-
nament in Scotch Plains on May
29. The Blue Devils’ key defen-
sive plays occurred in innings
one, four and six, denying the
18-9 Raiders of any major rally,
while they capitalized on Raider
miscues to score once in each of
innings four, six and seven.

The performances from both
starting pitchers were outstand-

ing. Blue Devil Mike Carlone, who
was relieved by MJ Catanzaro
with two outs in the sixth inning,
allowed eight hits, walked one
and hit a batter, while striking
out six Raiders. Catanzaro then
retired all four batters that he
faced. Raider starter Danny
Wilkinson tossed one out shy of a
complete game and allowed only
two hits, while walking four and
striking out eight Blue Devils.
Reliever Pat Cuccurullo faced

three batters and walked one.
Andrew Caminiti singled and

scored twice for Westfield. Danny
Kohler lined an RBI single and
Matt McIntyre drew a bases-
loaded walk for the third run. The
Raiders’ run came in the sixth
when Dean Kirian doubled and
scored on Mike Dieu’s RBI single.

May 23, 2018: The Watchung
Hills boys lacrosse team scored 11
of its 17 goals in the second half to
overcome the Westfield Blue Dev-

ils, 17-8, in the North Jersey, Group
4 Tournament in Warren on May
23. Matt Rittendale scored three
goals and Devon McLane had two
goals and an assist for the 12-6
Blue Devils. Nicky Bond, Jake
Engelke and Jake Wornow each
scored once. Goalkeeper Jack
McCauley made three saves, al-
lowing three goals, and Theo
Dardia made three saves.

May 23, 2018: The second-
seeded Mt. Olive boys lacrosse

team defeated third-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 15-9, in
the semifinal round of the North
Group 3 Tournament on May 23.
Aidan Guma and Anthony Porter
each had a pair of goals and a
pair of assists for the 12-7 Raid-
ers. Noah Costanzo netted three
goals and Tommy Nakonechny
added a goal and an assist. Jack
Brady scored once and Alex
Oslislo had an assist. Tom

Alex Lowe (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CELEBRATING FIRST SECTIONAL TITLE...The Lady Blue Devils celebrate after defeating the
top-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers, 10-4, in Bridgewater for their first North Jersey, Group
4 lacrosse championship (May 24, 2018).

David B. Corbin (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEAD MAN IN A DOUBLE STEAL...Cougar Aidan Plick steals third base in the fourth inning and
later zooms home on a wild pitch in the North 2, Group 3 game against Somerville at Memorial Field
in Cranford on May 23, 2019.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
This page is brought to you by:

James Ward Mansion
908-389-0014  •  www.jameswardmansion.com

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Bruckman made nine saves.
May 23, 2018: Bright flames

must have been tailing off senior
Brenna Dolan’s pitches because
the opposing batters just seemed
to be blinded and unable to get a
good bat on the ball during the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
Tournament between the fourth-
seeded Cranford High School
softball team and the fifth-seeded
Ferris Bulldogs at Adams Field in
Cranford on May 23. Dolan struck
out 13 Bulldogs, allowed just four

soft singles and walked none in a
6-1 Cougar victory.

The 11-8 Cougars totaled eight
hits, which included a pair of
doubles and a colossal home run.
Erin Schwerdtfeger (2-for-3)
doubled and scored on her first
at-bat and tapped an RBI single
in her second at-bat. Mia Markase
singled twice and had an RBI,
Taylor Reitzel singled and scored
once, Elizabeth McCaffery singled
and Julia Lufano scored once.
Sarah Gluck drilled an RBI double

and Dolan emphatically helped
her own cause by slamming a
two-run home run.

May 24, 2018: Senior Natalie
Bond scored four goals and added
one assist to lead the Westfield
High School girls lacrosse team
past top-seeded Bridgewater-
Raritan, 10-4, in the NJSIAA North
2, Group IV Tournament Cham-
pionship match played on May
24 at Basilone Field in
Bridgewater. The championship
was the first in school history for

the girls lacrosse team and came
against the team, which had
knocked them out in the sec-
tional semis last year. The vic-
tory set Westfield up for a Group
IV state semifinal match against
top-ranked Ridgewood on May
29 at Warren Hills.

Olivia Shields scored three
goals and had an assist for
Westfield. Carley Farella chipped
in with two goals and Paige Radice
added a goal for the new sec-
tional champs.

May 20, 2017: Blue and Red
colors created plenty of fire dur-
ing the North Group 4 boys la-
crosse tournament showdown
between the fourth-seeded
Westfield Blue Devils and the
fifth-seeded Hunterdon Central
Red Devils at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on May 20. The
Blue Devils, who earned a 6-2
lead after three quarters, with-
stood a furious fourth-quarter
onslaught from the Red Devils to

David B. Corbin (May 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE THROW A LITTLE TOO LATE...Cougar catcher Erin Schwerdtfeger gets the
throw a little too late as Lady Bulldog Desiree Rivera crosses home in the fifth inning of the North
2, Group 3 quarterfinals in Cranford on May 23, 2018.

Marlene Iacoponi (May 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD TIME TO CELEBRATE...Catcher Mike Charlton picks up pitcher MJ Catanzaro after the
eighth-seeded Blue Devils stung the top-seeded, fourth-ranked Bayonne Bees, 3-2, in the North 2,
Group 4 Quarterfinal (May 24, 2019).
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emerge with a 6-4 victory and a
ticket to the semifinals to face
top-seeded Bridgewater-Raritan,
9-6, winners over North
Hunterdon.

The 10-6 Blue Devils’ offense
came from Devon McLane, who
netted a pair of goals and an
assist, Jake Wornow, who
notched two goals, Matt
Rittendale, who had a goal and
an assist, and Nicky Bond with
one goal. But the real story, how-
ever, was the performance of

junior goalkeeper Jack McCauley,
along with major support from
the defense. McCauley was put
to the test. especially in the first
quarter and in the second half
with Red Devil face-off specialist
Matt White winning the majority
of the battles of the Wolverines
in the pit. McCauley finished with
13 saves.

Mid May, 2017: The Westfield
boys tennis put on an impressive
performance to capture its third
straight North Jersey, Section 2,

Group 4 Championship with a 5-
0 victory over the J.P. Stevens
Hawks. The 25-2 Blue Devils
came into the match as the
tournament’s No. 1 seed and
ranked third in New Jersey. J.P.
Stevens, the second seed, stood
at 13th in the state.

Senior Captain Noah Reich (27-
2) set the tone for the match with
a 6-2, 6-0 victory over Artun
Krishnan at second singles. Rob
Faktor and Matt Su (19-3) de-
feated Nihar Prabhala and Hrish

Bopalkar, 6-2, 6-2, at first
doubles and Jacob Tananbaum
and David Spring (13-6) clinched
the team match with a 6-2, 7-5
victory over Akshay Khanna and
Rohan Waghmare at second
doubles.

Captain Owen Bartok (26-0)
then cemented the fourth team
point with a 6-3, 6-3, victory at
third singles over Alex Telson
and Damien Ruparel (20-3) ral-
lied to capture his fist singles
match in three sets, 4-6, 6-3, 6-

0, over Derek Hsieh.
May 24, 2017: J. P. Stevens

ace Ashley Lombardi had a proven
track record of being a very dif-
ficult pitcher to score runs on and
she proved it by leading the fifth-
seeded Hawks to a 3-1 victory
over the fourth-seeded Westfield
Blue Devils in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 Tournament in
Westfield on May 24. Lombardi
yielded six hits and half of them

David B. Corbin (May 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING THIRD...Cougar Ryan Bakie steals third base as Bulldog third baseman Kevin Polanco
leaps high in the air for an errant throw by the catcher in the sixth inning. Bakie quickly headed for
home and scored the Cougars’ fourth run (May 26, 2017).

Courtesy of John Beckwith (May 2016 files)

WINNING AT FIRST SINGLES...Senior Tyler Roth won his match at first singles as the Westfield
Blue Devils defeated Montgomery, 4-1, for the State Group 4 Championship at Mercer County Park
on May 24, 2016.
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came in the fifth inning when the
Blue Devils scored their only run.

Blue Devil Danielle Rinaldi,
however, seemed to have
Lombardi’s number as she went
with her pitches and rapped a
double down the right field line in
the third inning and slashed a
triple in the same direction in the
fifth. Rinaldi scored the Blue Dev-
ils’ only run. Genevieve Howell
also had success against
Lombardi with a pair of singles.
Ally Gulla also singled and Julia

Romano drilled an RBI single to
center.

May 26, 2017: Frustration in
the early innings caused some
concern but the third-seeded
Cranford Cougars kept plugging
away to take a two-run lead only
to see it fade away in the seventh
that paved the way for an extra-
inning endurance run against 11-
seeded Ferris in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 Tournament at
Memorial Field in Cranford on

May 26. After a missed opportu-
nity in the eighth and another in
the ninth, Ryan Bakie bounced
an RBI single to leftfield, scoring
Matt Perino in the bottom of the
10th inning to reward the 18-7
Cougars with a 5-4 victory over
the Bulldogs from Jersey City.

Bakie also doubled, stole a base
and scored once. Brian
Oblachinski stole a pair of bases
and scored the Cougars’ first run
and Tyler Szczech (2-for-4)
drilled a key two-run single. Tom

Armstrong singled, doubled and
drew an RBI walk. James Shriner
and Matt Perino both singled and
scored once.

May 21, 2016: The hosting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood baseball
team celebrated Senior Day with
a come from behind 5-4 win over
South Plainfield on May 21. The
Raiders got big contributions from
each of their five graduating se-
niors but needed help from a
feisty freshman to secure the
victory. Senior George Leichtling

drove in two runs, including the
game winner on a sixth inning
bases-loaded walk. Senior Tyler
O’Brien had two hits and scored,
while serving as the offensive
catalyst all day. And with the
Raiders leading 5-4 entering the
seventh inning, Coach Joe Higgins
brought in freshman pitcher
Danny Wilkinson, who slammed
the door.

May 21, 2016: The seventh-
seeded Westfield High School

David B. Corbin (May 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FORCED OUT AT HOME...Blue Devil J Mack Rembisz gets forced out at home as Woodbridge
catcher Anthony Gonzalez prepares to throw to first base. Westfield defeated the Barrons, 10-4 in
the section 2 quarterfinals (May 26, 2016).

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNER BY A TOE...Raider Merlin Edmond, left, edged teammate Kobe White by a toe to win the
100 meter dash at the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 championships at Ridge High School on May
22, 2015.
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boys lacrosse team stung sec-
ond-seeded Ridgewood, 8-7, in
overtime to advance to the North
Jersey Group 4 semifinal to face
sixth-seeded North Hunterdon,
10-7, upset winners over third-
seeded Morristown.

Co-Captains James Bohlinger
netted three goals and a pair of
assists and Brandon Leuthold
added a goal and three assists
for the Blue Devils. Jake Wornow
notched a pair of goals, Blake

Taylor had a goal and an assist
and Nicky Bond added a goal,
while Mike Moriarty and Devon
McLane each contributed an as-
sist. Co-Captain/goalkeeper Toby
Burgdorff made 13 saves.

May 24, 2016: The 5 ranked
Westfield High School boys ten-
nis team put together back-to-
back wins over No. 4 Livingston
and No 2 Montgomery to clinch
the NJSIAA/New Balance Group
4 title at Mercer County Park.

This was Westfield’s first Group 4
title since 2010 and 15th overall.

Against Livingston in the semi-
finals. Tyler Roth and Damien
Ruparel won at first and second
singles followed by Will Kelly and
Max Carle, who clinched the over-
all team match at second doubles.
Owen and Matt Bartok closed out
their match at first doubles. With
a place in the finals secured,
Noah Reich, up one set, had his
match at third singles halted.

Against Montgomery, Reich got
Westfield on track quickly with a
dominating victory at third
singles. Montgomery claimed
second doubles but Ruparel de-
livered a point at second singles.
With Westfield, 2-1, and Mont-
gomery leading 4-2 in the third
and deciding set against Owen
and Matt Bartok at first doubles,
it seemed as if the title would
come down to Roth at first singles,
who had split sets with his oppo-

nent. But the Bartok brothers
turned it around and stormed
through the next four games to
clinch the set, the match and the
title. Roth played on and came
through with a victory.

May 26, 2016: Garrett
Forrestal (2-for-3, 4 RBI) had to
wait for it. Much longer than he
wanted. If nothing else, he
learned patience has its rewards.
The senior left fielder worked a

David B. Corbin (May 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPLETING HER HEAT IN THE 100 METERS...Cranford Cougar Jess Brown, center,
completes her heat in the 100 dash at the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 meet at Ridge High School
on May 22, 2015.

Courtesy of Bill Howard (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GROUP 4 NORTH CHAMPIONS...The Blue Devils celebrate their victory after defeating
Bridgewater-Raritan, 10-5, for the North Jersey Group 4 crown on May 24, 2014. The Blue Devils
faced Southern Regional in Somerville on May 28 for the Group 4 championship.
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3-2 count before hitting a bases-
loaded triple in the third inning,
turning a one-run deficit into a 3-
1 lead and pacing the fourth-
seeded Cranford High School
baseball team to an 8-1 victory
over fifth-seeded South Plainfield
in the North Jersey, Group 3,
Section 2 quarterfinals at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on May 26.

Pitcher Gordon Graceffo retired
the Tigers in order three times,
spreading three hits over the
seven innings, walking two, strik-

ing out three and hitting one
batter.

May 26, 2016: Shades of the
dismal opening day performance
quickly vanished and brightened
up when the second-seeded
Westfield High School baseball
team manufactured five runs in
the third inning to overcome a 4-
0 deficit en route to a 10-4 tri-
umph over the seventh-seeded
Woodbridge Barrons in the
quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-

nament in Westfield on May 26.
The 22-5 Blue Devils, although
being a bit shaky in the second
inning yielding an unearned run,
came together on the mound, in
the field and at the plate to blank
the Barrons the rest of the way.

Starting pitcher Zach Kelly, who
ceded three hits in the first in-
ning and gave up one in the
second, found his groove and
shut out the Barrons the next
four innings before being relieved
by Corey Hiltz, who blanked them

in the seventh. J Mack Rembisz
finished 2-for-3 with two walks.
JD Marner chopped a two-run
single.

May 22-23, 2015: Seeded
fourth in their event, the Blue
Devil foursome of Kelly Morrison,
Noelle Blackford, Julia Myers and
Brooke Schaeffer, not only
stunned the rest of the field but
also, broke the meet record in
the 4x800 meter relay on Day 1
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament at Ridge

High School. In the 4x800 event,
the Lady Blue Devils crossed the
line in 9:29.58 to shatter the
previous record of 9:39.58 set
by Columbia in 2013.

In girls Group 3, Cougar Erin
Meixner, although it was not her
best throw, took first in the shot
put with a distance of 35-6.5.
Teammates Christina Barlik at
32-6.25 and Brianna Scotti at
32-1.25 took 5-6. Throughout
the season, however, the trio

David B. Corbin (May 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PASSING THE BATON...Cougar Anna Fitch, left, receives the baton from Katie Romanovich in the
4x100 relay. Romanovich, Fitch, Bella DeSimone and Ashley McGuire placed fourth in the event
with a time of 51.53 (May 24, 2014).

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLAYING TIGHT DEFENSE...Defenders Jackson Simcox, No. 21, and Mike Fitzhenry, No. 18, and
goalie Garrett Williamson position themselves to prevent a Red Devil from scoring. The Blue Devils
nipped the Red Devils, 11-10, May 23, 2013.
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have been consistently improv-
ing their PRs. The Lady Cougars
also took top honors in the 4x800
when Amanda Bush, Bella
Disimone, Alannah Clarke and
Kiera Hurley crossed the line first
in 9:49.41.

In the boys Group 4, Raiders
Kobe White and Merlin Edmond
were in a battle for bragging
rights in the 100 meters. In the
preliminary round, White just
nipped Edmond to record the
fastest qualifying time. In the
finals, Edmond (11.23) won by a
toe over White (11.26) to finish
1-2. Edmond also finished fourth
in the 400 at 50.05. On Day 2,
however, White crossed first in
the 200 with a time of 22.57.

Blue Devil Theo Brunson won
the pole vault with a height of
12-6. Cougars Josh Cadet, Acacio

Escada, Jack Schetelich and
Josiah Cadet finished third in the
Group 3 4x400 at 3:28.63.

May 26, 2015: The Ridge Red
Devils rallied from two runs down
in the top of the seventh to tie
the game then won it with two
more in the eighth to defeat
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 9-7, in
the semifinals of the NJSIAA North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 base-
ball tournament held on May 26
in Scotch Plains. This one will
leave a mark as the second-
seeded Raiders squandered a 5-
1 lead they had built early in the
game.

Kevin Maxwell turned in a he-
roic performance in his last game
as a Raider. The senior went 4-
for-4 with four RBI and launched
a two-run homer to leftfield in
the bottom of the second inning

to give the Raiders a 5-1 lead.
The Raiders had raced out to a 3-
0 lead in the top of the first after
senior Matt Marino blasted a three
run shot over the leftfield fence.

May 26, 2015: “G-Men” Vince
Genova, Mike Gamba and Albert
Gargiulo, along with several oth-
ers, made huge contributions that
guided the top-seeded Cranford
High School baseball team to a
5-1 victory over fourth-seeded
West Essex in the semifinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 Tournament at Memo-
rial Field in Cranford on May 26.
Genova tossed shutout ball until
the seventh inning and had a
one-hitter going until the fifth
inning. His command of his
curveball and off-speed pitches
allowed him to successfully hit
the corners, permitting just one

walk while striking out two.
The Cougars totaled 12 hits

and Gamba contributed im-
mensely with a pair of two-run
singles. Pat Knight also dark-
ened the Knights’ chances with
three hits in four at-bats, while
scoring twice. Joe Norton (2 runs
scored) and Ryan Bakie also
rapped a pair of singles and
Gargiulo singled in his first two
at-bats and persuaded the
Knights to intentionally walk him
in his third at-bat.

May 22-24, 2014: Senior
Chris Callahan scored what
turned out to be the winning goal
late in the fourth quarter to give
the third-seeded Westfield Blue
Devils boys lacrosse team an 8-
7 victory over the eighth-ranked,
14-5 Ridge Red Devils in the
semifinal round of the North Jer-

sey, Group 4 tournament at Bask-
ing Ridge. Then on May 24 in
Bridgewater, the Blue Devils took
out the top-seeded No. 13
Bridgewater-Raritan Panthers,
10-5, to seize the championship.
Against Ridge, junior Luke
Prybylski fired in three goals and
added an assist, while Pat
Aslanian netted two goals and an
assist.

Against the 10-8 Panthers,
Chris Aslanian notched three
goals and added an assist.
Prybylski punched in three goals,
Pat Aslanian netted a pair of
goals and an assist and Dan Huber
contributed four assists.

May 23-24, 2014: Strong in-
dividual performances helped
catapult the SPF Raider boys and
girls track & field teams to third

David B. Corbin (May 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COLD BUT PRODUCTIVE WEEKEND...Cougar Regine Hunter placed first in the long jump,
third in the 100 dash, second in the triple jump and second in the 100-hurdles at the NJ Section 2,
Group 3 meet in Millburn (Masy 24, 2013).

David B. Corbin (June 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BRINGING HOME THE 2ND RUN…Cougar Ryan Williamson punches an RBI single in the first
inning to bring home Sean Feeney during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship (June
1, 2012). Cranford won 7-0
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and fourth place, respectively,
and the Cranford Cougar girls to
third place at the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 tournament
at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
May 23-24. Raider Tori Baliatico
used a strong kick after clearing
the final hurdle to cross first in
the 400 intermediate hurdles with
a time of 1:04.02. Cougars Anna
Fitch at 1:04.4 and Laura Van
Horn at 1:07.31 finished 3-7.

In the field, Raider Briana
Johnson won the discus with a
toss of 99-3. Cougar Maranda
Brown took third at 92-10. Cou-
gar Ashley McGuire crossed first
in the 100 hurdles with a time of
15.21, while Cougar Jenna
Ellenbacher at 16.03 and Baliatico
at 16.6 finished 3-4. Cougars
Jessica Brown, Bella DeSimone,
Ellenbacher and Fitch crossed first
in the 4x400 with a time of

4:02.98.
For the boys, Raider Quincy

Sanchez crossed first in the in-
termediate hurdles with a time of
56.36. Raider Rashan Gary won
the shot put with a shove of 50-
0.5.

May 22, 2013: Raider start-
ing pitcher James D’Angelo and
six of his Scotch Plains-Fanwood
baseball teammates stepped
onto the field for the last time
and celebrated with a well-
earned, 9-3 victory over the
Brearley Bears on Senior Day in
Scotch Plains. D’Angelo, working
with Dylan Sands behind the
plate, scattered five hits, strik-
ing out five batters, while walk-
ing no one in four innings. Jack
Poillon added three RBI. Senior
leftfielder Kevin Raszka went 2-
for-2 with two doubles and four
RBI, and senior first baseman

Brad Alleman went 2-for-2 with
an RBI.

May 23, 2013: Momentum
shifts occurred frequently, but
the most important shift seemed
to come late in the third quarter,
which led to the second-seeded
Westfield Blue Devil boys lacrosse
team’s 11-10 victory over third-
seeded Hunterdon Central in the
semifinal round of the North Jer-
sey, Group 4 Tournament at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield. Se-
nior attacker Jack Flaherty net-
ted three goals, while senior
midfielder Matt Webb notched a
pair of goals and a pair of assists.
Senior attacker Nick Arnold and
sophomore attacker Luke
Prybylski each scored two goals,
and junior midfielder Pat Decker
added a goal and an assist. Jun-
ior midfielder Dan Huber had one
goal.

May 24-25, 2013: Inclement
weather may have hindered in-
dividual performances, but the
Westfield Blue Devil boys track
and field team made a good show-
ing at the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 4 tournament at Ridge
High School, placing fourth with
a total of 47. Blue Devil Phil
Edwards finished first in the 3,200
with a time of 9:43.43. Matt
Luppino crossed second in the
1,600 with a time of 4:23.58.
Peter Fagan, who set a WHS
record of 16 feet in the pole vault
at the East Coast meet on May
20, won the pole vault with a
clearance of 14-0.

On May 24 at Millburn, Cougar
Regine Hunter weathered the in-
clement conditions, as did the
rest of the athletes, and took top
honors in the long jump with a
distance of 17-7.75. Brianna

Grant at 15.42 and Hunter at
15.5 placed 1-2 in the 100-
hurdles Grant and Hunter also
placed 1-2 in the triple jump with
respective distances of 36-6.5
and 35-5.

May 25-26, 2012: The
Cranford Cougar girls placed sec-
ond and the boys placed fourth in
their respective North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 champion-
ships at Frank Jost Field in South
Plainfield, while the Blue Devil
boys placed fifth and the girls
tied for 10th at the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 meet at Ridge
High School. Raider Samantha
Renfree won the javelin with a
toss of 125-10. Her previous best
was 116 feet. Raider Billy Castore
won the shot put with a personal-
record (PR) toss of 52 feet, and
teammate James Kaiser placed

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIFF COMPETITION IN FIELD EVENTS…Cougar Kristen VanBenscoten, left, and Raider Samantha Renfree have been real competitors in the field events (May 25/26, 2012).
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fifth with a shove of 47-2.
Cougars Bryanna Grant at 37-

6.5, Regine Hunter at 36-7.75
and Gilliam Burke at 36-7.5 swept
the top three spots in the triple
jump. Burke took top honors in
the long jump with a leap of 17-
0.25. Cougar Adham McGuire
took top honors in the long jump
with a leap of 21-1.75.

May 29, 2012: Sophomore
Elena Scarano saved her best
pitching performance for last to
lead the 15-10 Blue Devil softball
team to a 7-0 victory over the
Cranford Cougars in the season
finale on Senior Day at Adams
Field in Cranford. Scarano, work-
ing with sophomore catcher Liz
Fox, hit the right spots to record
11 strikeouts and scatter just
three singles, while walking one

and hitting one batter. Sopho-
more Shannon Schaefer went 3-
for-4 with three runs scored and
an RBI. Audrey Peterson had a
pair of singles and an RBI. Cali
Chambliss tripled and scored
twice, and Chrissy Ferraro
singled, walked and scored twice.

June 1, 2012: Junior Ryan
Williamson produced six innings
of command pitching on the
mound and his team did what it
does best, create chaos on the
base paths, as the top-seeded
Cougars baseball team shutout
second-seeded West Morris, 7-0,
to capture the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 championship at
Memorial Field in Cranford. Eric
Gargiulo went 1-for-2, with two
runs scored and two stolen bases.
Chris Folinusz launched a pair of

RBI sacrifice flies. Sean McGovern
drilled a two-run double.

May 20/21, 2011: Two meet
records were set and one was
tied at the Union County girls
track & field championships held
at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
May 20-21, and the Cranford
girls with 68 points edged the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders,
who totaled 60, for the team
title. Blue Devils Anna Simon,
Sirena Van Epp, Hannah Kronick
and Ashley Edwards crossed first
in the 4x400 meters with a time
of 3:57.4 to shatter the previous
record of 4:01.8 that was set by
the Blue Devils in 2009. The
foursome’s time was also a
Westfield High School (WHS)
record.

Cougar Natalie Englese broke

her 2009 record of 56.22 in the
400 meters by crossing first in a
time of 55.66. Raider Erin Pierce
placed second in the 800 at
2:21.09 behind Englese who
crossed first in 2:17.45. Englese
also finished second in the 200
with a time of 25.36. Cougar
Bryanna Grant had a battle with
Raider Camille Handy for top
honors in the triple jump, but
prevailed with a distance of 37-
5.5 to Handy’s 37-1. Cougar
Kristen VanBenschoten won the
discus with a toss of 104-0.

May 31, 2011: Unlikely he-
roes, likely heroes and a gutsy
pitching performance led the sec-
ond-seeded Blue Devil baseball
team to its third straight bottom
of the seventh inning, come-
from-behind victory in the North

Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-
nament.

Likely heroes AJ Murray and
Danny Kerr hit back-to-back RBI
singles in the bottom of the sev-
enth inning to give the 23-4,
seventh-ranked Blue Devils a 3-
2 victory over 20-8 Hunterdon
Central in the semifinals at Bob
Brewster, Sr. Field. Unlikely hero
Mike Coletta came off the bench
in the third and slashed an RBI
single down the third baseline to
tie the score, 1-1. Jon Gribbin,
who replaced Matt Varakian in
leftfield, made a heads-up relay
to nail Red Devil Sean Thomas at
third base. Pitcher Matt Rivera
managed to spread out eight
Red Devil hits, while allowing
three walks.

David B. Corbin (June 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE STRETCH FOR THE PUTOUT…Blue Devil first baseman Danny Kerr, No. 24,
stretches just far enough to make the putout on Red Devil TJ Mordecki in the third inning in the
sectional semifinals (May 31, 2011).

David B. Corbin (May 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING NECK-AND-NECK…Raider Erin Pierce, left, and Cougar Natalie Englese run neck-
and-neck in the 800 meters. Englese crossed first in 2:17.45 at the Union County Track Champion-
ships on May 20/21, 2011.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TESTING THE BEST IN THE POLE VAULT…Cougar Kelly Burke broke a Union County and
North Jersey, Group 2, Section 2 meet record by clearing 12’7” then nearly tied the state record,
while attempting 13 feet on May 22, 2010.

David B. Corbin (May 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT QUITE GETTING THERE IN TIME…Blue Devil second baseman Dave Babetski receives the
ball just a little late as Ridge Red Devil Frank Cocuzza dives into second base safely in the first inning
(May 22, 2009).

May 22, 2010: Despite being
without the services of senior dis-
tance runner Ryan Scrudato, the
Blue Devil boys track and field
team placed second at the North
Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 cham-
pionship held in Basking Ridge,
while the Raiders placed second
at their Group 3 sectional in South
Plainfield. The Cranford girls
placed second in the Group 2
sectional and the Cougar boys
placed 10th. Cougar Kelly Burke
made several aborted approaches
in her three attempts to break her
own Union County record of 12’6”
in the pole vault and to break the
meet record when she elevated
the height to 12’7”.

Raider Camille Handy leapt
37’0.75” on her final attempt to
capture first, and teammate Sa-

rah Canfield placed second with
a leap of 35’4.5”. Kim Wenson
reaped the most points for the
Raider girls, winning the shot put
with a shove of 35’11” and the
discus with a toss of 103’9” and
placing second in the javelin with
a toss of 117’10”. Blue Devils
Jhakyse Williams, Brian Henry,
Pat Gray and Jon Henry won the
4x400-meter relay with a time of
3:21. Jon Henry won the 800
with a time of 1:54.84. Raider
Frank Mellana kept inching closer
to that 200-foot mark when he
won the javelin with a meet-
record toss of 197’8”.

May 28, 2010: Eric Walano
ripped a single, stole second base
and sprinted home with the win-
ning run on Rob Ghiretti’s liner to
short that was bobbled in the

bottom of the eighth inning to
give No. 16 Cranford High School
baseball team a 9-8 victory over
No. 20 Morristown in the cham-
pionship game of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 3 tourna-
ment at Memorial Field in
Cranford.

May 16, 2009: Westfield Blue
Devils Ashley Edwards, Sirena
VanEpp, Sophia DeVita and Kelly
Irving finished off the Union
County Championships at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield on May 16
by breaking the 4x400-meter
relay record of 4:02.2 set by
Plainfield in 1983. The foursome
crossed first in the event with a
time of 4:01.8. Cranford’s Kelly
Burke broke the meet record in
the triple jump at 38’5.25” but
Johnson’s Emily Vargas came

through with a distance of 38’9.5”
to place first. Burke won the pole
vault at 10 feet. Raider Brittney
Veeck placed second in the 3,200
meters with a time of 11:28.18.

Blue Devil Henry Zhang cleared
13 feet to place second in the
pole vault. Raider Louvon Powell
placed second in the triple jump
with a distance of 43 feet.

May 22, 2009: Fine pitching
by starter Gary Binkiewicz, strong
interior defense and enough of-
fense, including a two-run home
run from Mike Henkels, earned
the second-seeded Raiders base-
ball team an 8-6 victory over
visiting No. 7 seed South Plainfield
in the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 3 tournament quarterfinal
game. The victory boosted Raider
Head Coach Tom Baylock’s ca-

reer record to 100-47-1.
May 22, 2009: Senior Chris

Jenkins, mostly known for his
performances on the mound, also
let his opponents know that he
could be lethal with the bat when
he whacked a three-run double
off pitcher Kyle Burdi and added
a 400-foot double to help his
cause in a 4-1, Blue Devil victory
over the visiting Ridge baseball
team in the quarterfinals of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
tournament.

May 26, 2009: Seeking its
first North 2, Group 3 sectional
crown in 20 years, the second-
seeded 22-3 Raiders baseball
team squeezed out an 11-10 vic-
tory over visiting sixth-seeded
Somerville in a wild semifinal
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David B. Corbin (May 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING FOR THE RECORDS…Blue Devil Adam Bergo attempts to clear 6’9.5” to break the UCT
meet record in the high jump but comes up a little shy. Bergo did break the triple jump record with
a distance of 46’8.25” (May 17, 2008).

David B. Corbin (May 23, 1998 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THREE FIRSTS...Raider Karl Jennings won the 110-hurdles in 14.4, the 400-hurdles in
55.8 and the high jump with a height of 6’4” at the North Jersey, Group 3, Section 2 tournament in
Millburn on May 23, 1998.

game that saw four lead changes.
Catcher Louis Mazzella became
an instant hero when he struck
the winning blow in the eighth
inning. Kevin Maroney rapped
his 100th hit with a standup
double and Nick Bonadies also
whacked his 100th hit

May 29, 2008: Realizing an
earlier season setback, the Raid-
ers baseball team kept focus and
rocked the Linden Tigers, 7-1, in
a season-ending game at Memo-
rial Field in Linden. Starting pitcher
Gary Binkiewicz reigned supreme
on the mound in a three-hit, five-
inning performance, while strik-
ing out five Tigers, walking three
and yielding no earned runs to
grab his seventh victory. Addi-
tionally, he rocked a key two-run
double in the second inning.

May 31, 2007: The Blue Devil
boys tennis team, ranked No. 1
throughout the season, grabbed
a piece of the sky by defeating
No. 8 Newark Academy, 4-1, to
win the Tournament of Champi-
ons (TOC) at Mercer County Park
in West Windsor. Ravi Netravali
won at second singles, James
Chu won at third singles, Dean
Thompson and Akis Evangelidis
won at first singles, and Graeme
Stahl and Justin Snyder won at
second doubles.

Looking way back:
May 27, 2000: Senior Heather

Dennis qualified for the Group 4
Championships in three events
to be held in Egg Harbor and the
Blue Devil girls finished tied for
fourth with Montclair, totaling 46
points, in the Section 2, Group 4

track and field meet Hub Stine
Field in Plainfield. Dennis won
the 800 meters in 2:21.8 and
finished second in the 400-
hurdles at 1:06.4, while junior
Susan Hinds at 1:09.4 also quali-
fied by placing fifth. Dennis,
Hinds, Adrianne Blauvelt and
Maura McMahon combined for a
time of 4:12 to finish second in
the 4x400.

June 3, 1998: Senior Karl
Jennings and junior Blair Wood-
ward each brought home two
medals for the Raider boys’ track
and field team at the Meet of
Champions held at Frank Jost
Field in South Plainfield. Jennings
placed fifth in the 110-hurdles
with a time of 14.29 and Wood-
ward leaped 22-4.75 to grab sec-
ond in the long jump.

Courtesy of Takayo Chu (June 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW JERSEY BOYS TENNIS CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School
boys tennis team pose for a picture after winning the Tournament of Champions
at Mercer County Park in West Windsor on May 31, 2007. The 30-0 Blue Devils
defeated Newark Academy, 4-1, for the title.
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