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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATS, GRADS...Delayed by a pandemic and a thunderstorm, the Westfield High School Class of 2020 completes their
graduation on Thursday at Kehler Stadium. No parents or spectators were permitted to attend the graduation due to Covid-
19 restrictions. The graduation was live streamed for families and the community.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
CONGRATULATIONS...The Union County Vocational and Technical High
School held graduation on Thursday of last week. The outdoor ceremony allowed
for parents to sit with their graduates, socially distanced from other families.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ONWARD AND UPWARD...These Westfield High School graduates pose for a
photo highlighting their graduation caps indicating their colleges of choice.

Westfield Sees Spike
In Covid-19 Cases

March 27, 2020
COVID-19 Totals

Union County -
 15,293 cases, 1,030 deaths
Cranford - 460 cases, 90 deaths

Fanwood - 92 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood -  42 cases, 2 deaths

Mountainside - 67 cases, 19 deaths
Scotch Plains - 268 cases, 13 deaths
Westfield - 274 cases, 37 deaths

July 15, 2020
COVID-19 Totals

Union County -
 16,537 cases, 1,160 deaths
Cranford - 492 cases, 96 deaths

Fanwood - 101 cases, 12 deaths
Garwood -  44 cases, 2 deaths

Mountainside - 82 cases, 19 deaths
Scotch Plains - 299 cases, 15 deaths
Westfield - 325 cases, 43  deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning **

Mayor Gives Covid-19 Update,
Residents Vocal on Historic Pres. Ord.

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council worked quickly through
the agenda during its Tuesday meeting
via Zoom. Mayor Shelley Brindle gave
an update on Covid-19 cases and also
introduced three new town employees.
The council unveiled new ordinances
and passed resolutions from the public
works committee, the code review and
town property committee, and the pub-
lic safety, transportation and parking
committee.

Mayor Brindle announced that there
were 12 new cases of Covid-19 on July

14, bringing the total number of cases
to 325. She also reported an additional
Covid-19-related death involving an
older man associated with long-term
care. He died in May but had not been
counted due to a system error. His death
makes 43 fatalities in Westfield linked
to Covid-19.

Regional Health Director Megan
Avallone gave an update as to what her
office is seeing. She reiterated that there
has been an uptick in cases among
young adults ages 17 to 23, mainly
traced back to outdoor parties. Ms.
Avallone reminded the council that “no
activity goes without any risk.” She

also clarified that, if someone has been
in contact with an individual who tests
positive for Covid-19, he or she should
enter a 14-day self-quarantine starting
from the last time he or she had contact
with the person who tested positive.
Getting tested is good, Ms. Avallone
said, but getting tested before the virus
is active may result in a negative test.
Ms. Avallone also said that positive
tests mean her department will look to
do contact tracing, and that the tracing,
while personal, is strictly confidential
in the same way nurses keep informa-
tion confidential. Mayor Brindle con-
firmed the privacy of the information,
saying, “I have no idea who any of our
confirmed positives are, nor should I.”

Mayor Brindle introduced Lyndsey
Knight as the new town zoning officer,
as long-time employee Kathleen Neville
recently retired. The mayor also ap-
pointed replacements for two unex-
pired terms on the Westfield Public
Arts Commission. Gwen Fisher and
Eric Hreha will take the Class 2 and
Class 3 positions, respectively, until the
positions expire on Thursday, Decem-
ber 31, 2020.

Public comment once again focused
heavily on the town’s historic preserva-
tion ordinance, which was not on the
meeting agenda. The commentary al-
most entirely encompassed complaints
and suggestions from residents who
worried the ordinance would devalue
their homes. Resident Michael
Blancado said many people, especially
older people, are not able to voice their
concerns regarding the ordinance be-
cause of technology issues or inexperi-
ence.

“This is a major ordinance for the
town,” he said. “I would seriously think
you should wait for a vote until after
Covid.”

Mayor Brindle later said she thought
most people were fine figuring out the
technology, highlighting the number of
emails, comments and letters to the
editor she has seen residents have writ-
ten on the topic. The previous town

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle released a special state-
ment July 11 notifying residents that the
town had confirmed 11 new Covid-19
cases, all of them involving people
between the ages of 18 and 25. That
statement comes just one day after the
mayor reported 10 new cases, and an-
other 12 cases were reported on Tues-
day, bringing the town’s total to 325.
Several of the new cases were con-
tracted at outdoor parties, while others
were a result of travel out of state.

Mayor Brindle said in a previous
Covid-19 update that while young adults
tend to show less symptoms, they can
spread the virus to vulnerable popula-
tions and bring the town “right back to
square one.”

“This is an incredibly frustrating de-
velopment after the many months of
dedication by our residents to minimize
community spread,” she stated.

The uptick in cases made several
local news broadcasts and caught the
attention of New Jersey’s Commissioner
of the Department of Health Judy

Persichilli, who mentioned Westfield
when addressing the rise in Covid-19
cases among young people at Monday’s
press conference.

“This is not the time to let our guard
down. Today, I want to especially em-
phasize to our young people that they
are not invincible or immune to Covid-
19,” Commissioner Persichilli said.

She stated that young people are the
fastest growing group of people testing
positive for the virus. According to the
commissioner, parties are leading to
the rise in cases.

Governor Phil Murphy said at the
press conference, “that Westfield case I
think really got to you (Commissioner
Persichilli) and me because it was an
indoor” gathering. He reminded the
public that masks are mandatory both
indoors and outdoors.

The new cases mark the fifth-highest
day total since Westfield’s first case
was confirmed on March 14, the
mayor’s statement said. With these new
cases, Westfield has a total of 310 ac-
tive cases. The town had plateaued at
282 cases for approximately two weeks

County Backs Name Change
For Freeholder Board

Westfield Superintendent Discusses
Possible Reopening Plans

Officials Expected to Cut
Solar Panel Restrictions

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At the July 9
Westfield Board of Education meeting,
Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.,
said the district has been working con-
tinuously on plans for reopening of
schools and discussing the differences
among grade levels since receiving
guidelines from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) two
weeks ago.

“As you can imagine, how that looks
at Lincoln School will be quite different
from how it looks at the high school,”
Dr. Dolan said. The district has been
asking teachers as well as school nurses

for input, and it will next open up the
discussion to a larger group, including
board members and other health offi-
cials.

“We would love to go back to school
as normal, but it is not looking like that
is on the horizon,” said Dr. Dolan.
There are no firm plans yet, but there
are two possible plans: a distance-learn-
ing plan (similar to the one employed in
the spring) and a hybrid plan. The hy-
brid plan will consist of some in-person
learning and some distance learning.

At the end of the school year, a
survey went out to parents to assess the
school year’s distance-learning plan.
Parents were thoughtful, told the dis-
trict what worked and what did not, and
made suggestions, said the superinten-
dent, which is “helping inform our work”
for next year’s plan.

The district has held off on sending
out a reopening survey due to the wide
range of responses other districts in the
state have received. Surveys sent out
immediately following the end of the
school year found that parents “over-
whelmingly said, ‘we have to go back
to school,’” said Dr. Dolan. Districts

that sent out surveys more recently
have found parents to be more cautious,
as Covid-19 cases around the country
continue to rise, even in states where
numbers were declining. Perceptions
have changed, she said. Dr. Dolan added,
“Places like New Jersey thought we
had this (under control), and now we
are not so sure.”

Dr. Dolan thanked parents for shar-
ing their questions and said the district
will answer them after its plans are in
place for September. Reopening plans
will be sent to the Department of Edu-
cation and announced to the commu-
nity at least one month prior to the first
day of school.

“One thing I think we have all learned
during Covid-19 is that things change,”
said the superintendent, referring to the
CDC’s new guidelines for schools,
which are expected to be announced
this week. Dr. Dolan said the district is
committed to the health and safety of
students and staff and that instruction
will continue, whatever changes may
come.

Board President Peggy Oster an-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – Union County Free-
holder Board Chairman Alexander
Mirabella voiced his support for leg-
islation to mandate the changing of
the title of “freeholder” to “commis-
sioner” due to the present title’s con-
notations of racism and privilege.

“The time is right,” he told The
Westfield Leader this week. “It
brings negative connotations about
the old days and old ways.”

The push to change the title —
New Jersey is the only state in the
country to have county government
elected officials referred to as free-
holders — was renewed last week
when Union County Freeholder An-
gela Garretson spoke to Governor
Phil Murphy at an event in Hillside
about proposed legislation that
would change the Board of Chosen
Freeholders to the Chosen Board of

County Commissioners. The gov-
ernor, along with State Senate Presi-
dent Steve Sweeney and Assembly
Speaker Craig Coughlin, signaled
support for the change, indicating
its likely success.

In a statement, Ms. Garretson said
that “the circumstances are right for
the change. Union County, like most
other counties, is a profoundly di-
verse community both in its citi-
zenry and its workforce. The gover-
nor, state legislative leaders and oth-
ers are on the right side in their
efforts to remove this badge that
depicts inferiority.”

The term “freeholder” dates back
to colonial times and refers to indi-
viduals deemed qualified to hold
public office, namely white male
owners of property free from debt.

Mr. Mirabella said that over the
years, he and others have been asked
by out-of-state counterparts,
“What’s a freeholder?” He added
that the new title “will take a little
getting used to” and will involve
changing signs, letterhead and other
official markings once the legisla-
tion is formally enacted.

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield may soon allow street-fac-
ing solar panels on homes through
Ordinance No. 2178.

Westfield resident Walter
Korfmacher, who could not be
reached for comment, created a peti-
tion on change.org aimed at Council-
woman Dawn Mackey at the end of
February. He cited a common statis-
tic in the petition’s description that
the world’s population has 10 years to
cut fossil fuel use in half to reduce the
worst effects of climate change. Mr.
Korfmacher said that rooftop solar
panels help households use renew-
able energy and that households which
install panels can receive a federal
tax cut. However, Westfield currently
has an ordinance prohibiting the
placement of solar panels on roofs
that face the street, which Mr.

Korfmacher said leaves one-third of
Westfield homes unable to use solar
panels.

“Let’s do what we can locally to
reduce the future effects of climate
change,” Mr. Korfmacher wrote.

Ordinance No. 2178 was intro-
duced at the June 30 town council
meeting. The ordinance was approved
on first reading later in the meeting
and sent to the planning board for
review.

At the council meeting, Mr.
Korfmacher spoke during public com-
ment to show support for the ordi-
nance as well as share his hope that
Westfield continues to support re-
newable-energy efforts.

“As a scientist, I’m keenly aware of
the short timeframe we have to re-
duce the effects of climate change on
our planet,” he said. “My dream is
that Westfield will be seen as an ex-
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Bittersweet Goodbye to
Brummer’s Chocolates

N.J. Residents Suffer
Long Waits at MVC

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — The New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC) had been
shut down for almost three months
when Governor Phil Murphy an-
nounced June 5 in conjunction with
Chief Administrator Sue Fulton that
it would begin its reopening process.
The reopening began June 15 for
certain services. Road tests and pro-
cessing of new licenses and individual
registrations and title transactions be-
gan June 29. Ms. Fulton said in the
June 5 statement the priority would
be the health and safety of employees
and customers.

“The old MVC crowded a lot of
people into a lot of small spaces. We
can’t operate like that in a COVID-19
world,” Ms. Fulton said in the June 5
press release. “Our reopening plan
re-imagines MVC workflows, with
streamlined processes to clear the
backlog and ensure that you spend as
little time as possible at MVC.”

What followed were photos and
videos of lines wrapped up and down
sidewalks, little to no social distanc-
ing and wild wait times. Residents
took to Facebook pages to share their
experiences or give advice. Scotch
Plains resident Brianna Jenkins was
one of them.

“The later you go, the more hectic
the line gets,” she said in a Facebook
comment advising someone who
needed to go to the MVC.

Ms. Jenkins said via Facebook Mes-
senger that she had gotten a new car
right before the shutdown in March.
She said she had expected to get a
new vehicle inspection sticker in ap-
proximately 30 minutes. When she
was able to go to the MVC on June
30, she said she saw two lanes of cars
forming and realized cars that needed
inspections were mixed with cars that
just needed a new sticker. She said it
“is ridiculous and motor vehicle
should have a better and more trans-
parent process.”

Ms. Jenkins told The Westfield
Leader that it took her an hour and 45
minutes to show the MVC employee
the tag she had gotten from the dealer.

The employee validated her license,
registration and insurance, gave her
the sticker and sent her on her way. “A
process that should’ve taken about
15-30 minutes took about two hours,”
she said.

Governor Murphy acknowledged
the issue in a press release on July 9.
“After three months of pent-up de-
mand, I completely understand the
frustration felt by every MVC cus-
tomer forced to wait in long lines as
we reopen agencies,” he said.

In order to help with the long lines,
the MVC is extending the expiration
dates on licenses, registrations, in-
spection stickers and temporary tags.
Documents expiring between March
13 and May 31 are extended to Sep-
tember 30. Documents expiring June
1 to August 31 are extended to De-
cember 31.

The governor also said the MVC
will be exempt from employee fur-
loughs so the commission can stay
fully staffed as it catches up on three
months worth of appointments, docu-
ment renewals and other business.

The MVC is installing new poli-
cies to encourage practices approved
by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. The MVC will estab-
lish a number of total customers for
each day, give out tickets up to that
number and encourage customers who
did not receive a ticket to come back
the next day. New drivers will have
preference over already-licensed driv-
ers when tickets are given out.

Customers will not be permitted to
line up on MVC property after capac-
ity is reached until the next morning
at 7 a.m. Ms. Fulton reminded people
in the July 9 press release that many
services can and must be done online
following a new policy aimed at re-
ducing crowds. “This will free up
important space in our agencies for
people who have no choice but to
come and do their transaction in per-
son,” Ms. Fulton said in the state-
ment. Services like changing your
address, replacing a lost license or
registration, paying surcharges and
ordering special plates can all be done
online at state.nj.us/mvc/.

Cranford Adjust. Bd. Hears
Dunkin’ Drive-Through App.

Garwood Considers
Landscaper Registration

SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, July 8, several motor

vehicles were burglarized on
Farmingdale Road during the over-
night hours. The matter is under in-
vestigation.

Thursday, July 9, a resident of
Spruce Mill Lane reported fraudulent
activity on a credit account. The mat-
ter is under investigation.

Friday, July 10, Jason Okoro, 29,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
active warrant out of New Brunswick.
He was processed at police head-
quarters and turned over to the New
Brunswick Police Department.

Saturday, July 11, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported fraudulent
activity regarding an online purchase.
The matter is under investigation.

Sunday, July 12, Jennifer S. Garcia,
25, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
during a motor vehicle stop. She was

transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Sunday, July 12, the management at
a Route 22 gas station reported the
theft of gas. Two males in a red Infiniti
requested gas and fled without paying.
The matter is under investigation.

CRANFORD
Monday, July 6, Milton Hooker,

48, of Newark was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). Police units responded
to a one-car motor vehicle crash on
the 500 block of North Union Av-
enue. Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the driver,
Hooker, for DWI. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, Hooker
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for refusal to the taking of breath
samples, failure to possess an insur-
ance card, failure to possess a regis-
tration card and careless driving.

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

FILL THE TRUCKS...On Friday, July 17, collections will take place at five
locations to benefit Rahway Food for Friends soup kitchen and food pantry. Over
the last three months, the organizers have raised over $15,000 and 8,000 lbs of food
to feed 1,500+ people. Donations of food items, non-perishables, diapers (adult and
child), and diabetic friendly foods are being sought. Volunteers will be on site to
load the trucks at each location. For those that want to help, but cannot get out or
do not want to risk being outside, donations can be made at
rahwayfoodforfriendsnj.org.
Drop off locations are:
• Mountainside, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Liquid Church, 1180 Spruce Dr.
• Westfield, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 490 Otisco Dr.
• Garwood/Cranford, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Crossroads, 78 North Ave., Garwood.
• Fanwood, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., The Goddard School, 324 South Ave.
• Clark, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Arthur L. Johnson High School, 365 Westfield Ave.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Historic Preservation
council meeting lasted more than four
hours and saw 30 public commenters.

Mayor Brindle said the committee in
charge of the historic preservation ordi-
nance has worked on the text for over a
year and that the council had grown
more comfortable with it.

“None of these things that have been
brought up (in public comment) aren’t
things that have already been consid-
ered, which is probably why many of us
are more comfortable with it than the
public because we’ve been living with
it,” she said.

Councilwoman Dawn Mackey said
at first she was very uncomfortable
with what would be the town’s jurisdic-
tion to designate homes as historic.

“It took a lot of delving with the town
attorney and other legal experts to un-
derstand that in order to be compliant
with the state, we didn’t have a choice,
and that municipalities don’t generally
avail themselves of that and that cer-
tainly we have no intention of availing
ourselves of that,” Ms. Mackey said.

The finance policy committee had
seven resolutions that moved as a pack-
age. The resolutions gave the chief
financial officer authority to draw a
warrant to the state treasurer for mar-
riage/civil union license fees, to draw a
warrant for unused parking permit fees,
to draw a check for the balance of
escrow monies, to refund recreation
department pool fees, to refund recre-
ation department playground fees and
to draw a warrant for dog licenses for

before jumping up 28 cases in 11 days.
According to the New Jersey Health
Department’s Covid-19 tracker, as of
July 13, Union County has had 16,519
cases and 1,159 deaths.

Cases among individuals between
18 and 29 years old have increased,
according to Commissioner Persichilli.
In April, this age group accounted for
12 percent of Covid-19 cases, and 22
percent of the total cases in June. A total
of 730 residents have been hospitalized
with complications, with 53 deaths in
this age group.

“We all have a responsibility” to
wear masks and maintain social dis-
tancing, said Commissioner Persichilli.

As of Monday, a total of 53 cases of
multi-symptom inflammatory syn-
drome have been reported in New Jer-
sey among children ages 1 to 18. The
children affected have either tested
positive for Covid-19 or have a positive
antibody test.

“I hope this spike serves as a re-
minder that we all have a responsibility
to remain vigilant to mitigate commu-
nity spread,” Mayor Brindle said in her
statement. “Wash your hands. Keep a
safe distance. Wear a face covering.”

Anyone who believes he or she has
been exposed to Covid-19, is exhibit-
ing symptoms, or has questions about
the virus is asked to call the coronavirus
24-hour public hotline at (800) 222-
1222. Trained professionals are avail-
able to answer questions. To get more
information or find a testing site, visit
covid19.nj.gov/.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Covid Spike

ample for Union County of how to be
a green town that fully supports re-
newable-energy efforts.”

The ordinance would replace cur-
rent Ordinance No. 2063. In the new
one, solar-energy systems are allowed
in all zone districts and can be located
on street-facing roof planes or façades
if there is proof that the solar panels
must be street-facing to generate a
reasonable amount of power. The sys-
tem still would have aesthetic restric-
tions — it would need to match the
color of the roofing material and wires
and cables would not be allowed to
travel from the roof to any front façade.
The system also could not “interfere
with character-defining roof features.

Solar-energy systems would not be
permitted on street-facing planes or
façades on principal or accessory
structures designated as a historical
landmark or located in a historic dis-
trict by the Historic Designation and
Preservation Ordinance.

The ordinance was approved by
the planning board on July 6 as coop-
erative with the Master Plan, so now
it is back with the town council for
anticipated final passage.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Solar

nounced the ongoing discussions of
social injustice. Westfield High School’s
No Place for Hate (NPFH) committee
is hosting a discussion series on Tues-
days, at 10 a.m., throughout the sum-
mer for students entering grades 9
through 12. For more information, check
the school website. The intermediate-
school NPFH committees also will work
over the summer to improve existing
initiatives “to ensure a school environ-
ment so that every student can feel safe
and protected.” Ms. Oster said that
there also will be staff meetings to
discuss curriculum and that the district
currently is exploring options for pre-
sentations or discussions with inter-
ested parents. At the elementary level,
age-appropriate topics such as fairness
and equity will continue to be taught
through the social studies and language
arts curriculum. Parents wishing to be
involved in the discussions should con-
tact their schools’ principals.

In other business, board member
Michael Bielen updated the board on
the Edison field project. The feasibility
study for the Edison Intermediate
School fields to be used for recreation
purposes was previously approved by
the recreation department and was dis-
cussed at the July 14 Westfield Town
Council meeting. If approved by the
town council, the study will take three
to four months, and the estimated
$75,000 cost would be paid by the
town, according to Mr. Bielen.

The next scheduled meeting of the
board of education is Tuesday, Septem-
ber 1.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Reopening

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – After four hours of
testimony, members of the Cranford
Board of Adjustment postponed an
application for a drive-through Dunkin’
Donuts on the corner of South Avenue
and Lincoln Boulevard at their regular
monthly meeting held Monday evening.

Because of the late hour, members of
the board decided to put the application
on the agenda for their August meeting.

The first witness to testify on behalf
of the applicant was John Palus, of
Dynamic Engineering, who noted that
the Dunkin’ Donuts proposed for the
site “was the smallest stand-alone
Dunkin’ Donuts that I have seen.” He
noted that the donut shop was proposed
to have six seats inside but that it was
mostly billed as a drive-through facility
with two drive-through lanes proposed.

In his presentation, Mr. Palus noted
that there would be a surplus of parking
in that three spaces are required as an
ordinance requirement for the site and
eight are proposed, including two em-
ployee spaces.

Mr. Palus also testified that no tractor
trailers would be coming to the site for
delivery of baked goods and drink prod-
ucts and that they would all be deliv-
ered by a box truck or similar type of
vehicle. He also stated that deliveries
would be conducted between the hours
of 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Additionally, Mr. Palus testified that
employees would most likely be work-
ing an eight-hour shift and that there
would be an average of three shifts per
day with no more than five employees
working at one shift time. This, he
noted, would be for peak times of the
day.

Mr. Palus stated that variances are
needed for use, setback and signage.
He also noted that the facility would be
able to handle a 13-car que and that the
typical range for cars in line waiting
was between seven and nine.

Many residents expressed concerns
with the donut shop plan, including
crowding issues, the number of signs
proposed, fencing aspects with being
able to see dumpsters from their homes
on Lincoln and nearby Burnside Av-
enue, in addition to traffic concerns.

It was reported that an Evergreen tree
hedge line also was in the plan for
screening purposes.

A traffic engineer had been sched-
uled for the meeting but that person’s
testimony had to be postponed to the
August meeting because of the lateness
of the hour.

Also testifying on his own behalf was
owner and applicant for the project
Anthony D’amore. Mr. D’amore noted

that he is the owner and operator of 19
local Dunkin’ Donuts shops in the Union
County area, including the two newest
drive-through facilities in Clark and
Rahway.

In his testimony, Mr. D’amore stated
that he was planning to close the South
Avenue Dunkin’ Donuts shop within
the Dollar General mini mall location
as business has been declining there in
recent times, only to be exacerbated by
the recent Covid-19 pandemic.

He also agreed to reduce signage at
the new facility, stating that he would be
willing to remove the proposed
“Cranford Runs on Dunkin’” and the
“Something is Always Fresh” signage.

The next board of adjustment meet-
ing is scheduled for Monday, August
10, at 7:30 p.m. Testimony scheduled
for the meeting is from a traffic engi-
neer and a professional planner.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — For 47 years,
George Brummer has made choco-
lates, and for 31 of those years, it has
been here in Westfield. After much
thought, he said he has decided to
close the doors of his East Broad
Street store, “Brummer’s Handmade
Chocolates,” and retire.

“Many factors went into my deci-
sion to retire,” he said in a phone
interview with The Westfield Leader
this week. “Back in January, way be-
fore Covid-19, I decided I would re-
tire in about six months. With the
virus, that was the last nail in the
coffin. So the time has come for me to
think of myself.”

Of course, he said, a decision of
that magnitude is bittersweet.

“I felt it was about time to really
enjoy life,” Mr. Brummer shared. The
owner said that he had open-heart
surgery a few years ago and that he
feels it is time to finally get to enjoy
the home he owns in Ocean County.
“I was born and raised in Jersey City
and wouldn’t want to leave New Jer-
sey,” he said.

The chocolatier prides himself on
being an artist. His medium is, of
course, chocolate – white, dark and
milk. His website boasts, “If you can
dream it, George Brummer can prob-
ably make it in chocolate.” And he
did make a fabulous number of unfor-

gettable creations, from chocolate tur-
keys to Santas to a chocolate Statue of
Liberty and even a replica of the
Brooklyn Bridge.

As a child, Mr. Brummer grew up
in the family business of candy mak-
ing. “I remember being in grammar
school, and on Election Day each
year my two brothers and I would
start making hard candy for the Christ-
mas season. We’d lay it out according
to flavors and then wrap it all,” he
recalled.

That family business was run in
Jersey City by his aunt, uncle and
parents. Thirty-one years ago, Mr.
Brummer opened his own shop in
Westfield. Today, Mr. Brummer’s
younger brother, the only one left in
the chocolate business, owns a
“Brummer’s Homemade Chocolates”
in Vermillion, Ohio.

One of George Brummer’s fondest
memories is having his store be fea-
tured as the setting for various com-
mercials and movies. “It was always
exciting when they were shooting a
movie in Westfield and we were a part
of the fanfare,” he said. “It was a blast
working with Queen Latifah for her
movie and Woody Allen back in the
day.”

Mr. Brummer anticipates that his
last day will be this Saturday, July 18.
“Westfield has been good to me,” he
concluded. “But you got to know
when to march on.”

June 2020. The seventh resolution was
to award a contract for planning and
design services for the development of
a field Master Plan for Edison Interme-
diate School.

The public safety, transportation and
parking committee moved Ordinance
No. 2184 on first reading for mid-block
crosswalks in Mindowaskin Park, as
well as Ordinance No. 2185 on first
reading to amend the code of the town
in regard to the Fourth Avenue parking
restrictions. Both ordinances passed
unanimously.

The code review and town property
committee passed a resolution to ap-
prove the adoption of peddlers’ licenses.
Ordinances No. 2186 and No. 2187
also were introduced at the meeting.
No. 2187 defines pet care facilities and
establishes them as a permitted princi-
pal use in some zoning areas.

The public works committee held off
the resolution to authorize issuance of a
Request for Proposals for the solar
panel project. Town Administrator
James Gildea said it was held because
it is with the Planning Board and will go
back to the council at the governing
body’s Tuesday, August 11 meeting.
Two resolutions, one for the final ac-
ceptance of the 2018 various road im-
provements and one for the final accep-
tance for the 2019 improvement of Lot
No. 7 at North Avenue, passed unani-
mously.

The town council will next meet on
August 11.

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the start of last
Thursday evening’s Garwood Bor-
ough Council meeting, it was reported
that there was a new Covid-19 case
within the borough.

Mayor Sara Todisco addressed the
audience, noting that the new case is
the first new positive Covid-19 case
since June 1, 2020. To date, Garwood
has had a total of 44 Covid cases and
two deaths.

The mayor reiterated that residents
should remain “vigilant” against the
disease by social distancing, keeping
their hands clean and using face
masks. She noted that there are still
some face masks available at Bor-
ough Hall if residents need them.

In addition, she asked residents to
stay at home if they are not feeling
well.

In other business, members of the
council, along with the mayor, dis-
cussed an ordinance to have land-
scapers who wish to work on proper-
ties within Garwood register them-
selves with the municipality. Mem-
bers of the council as well as the
mayor noted that more and more land-
scapers have been flooding borough
sewers by blowing debris from lawns
into the street, clogging sewer drains.

Because of the increase in landscap-
ing services with unmarked trailers or
trucks, it has been increasingly diffi-
cult to communicate with the land-
scapers to inform them of local ordi-
nances that call for debris to be bagged
and that they should not blow it into
the street, officials said.

A $30 registration fee was recom-
mended, not as a revenue-producing
endeavor, but more of an account-
ability stressing rule.

Members of the governing body
agreed to table the discussion to the
next meeting, as there were differing
opinions as to whether landscapers
should also be asked to insure their
businesses.

Mayor Todisco reported that she
had attended two recent graduations
for borough students. She stated that
during Lincoln School’s commence-
ment, each graduate was given a
cowbell and was celebrated by a lim-
ited number of family members. The
graduation was held on July 6.

In addition, the mayor noted that
just days later she attended the Arthur
L. Johnson (ALJ) High School gradu-
ation as the mayor, but also to witness
her brother receive his diploma from
the school. Garwood high-school stu-
dents attend ALJ in Clark.

She stated, “the highlight of the
ALJ graduation [was that] I was able
to hand my brother, Brandon, his high-
school diploma.”

The next Garwood Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Thursday, July
23. Residents can view the meeting
via their computer, phone or laptop or
listen only. Directions to participate
are on the borough’s website.

Cranford Council Discusses
Road Project Disruptions

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Topping the bi-
monthly Cranford Council meeting
held Tuesday evening was discussion
regarding the current roadwork
projects on Union and James Avenues.

Because of drainage issues found
along James Avenue, work will be
halted until new bids can come in to
complete the project. It was explained
that because the cost to Cranford
would exceed the cap of 20 percent of
the original estimate for the project,
new bids would be needed.

It was said that the work at the
Union Avenue site directly affects the
James Avenue upgrades.

Members of the council stated that
they did not want to have to rip up
new paving and new sidewalks to
replace the James Avenue piping.

It was reported that 116 feet of
piping that needs to be installed and
the “complicated design” of the
project will cost more than $350,000,
which is a 37-percent increase for the

change order over the original esti-
mate for the work. It was explained
that, by law, municipalities have to
stay within 20 percent of a change
order for a project.

Members of the governing body
asked if the process could be expe-
dited as soon as possible to not hold
up the upgrades for a prolonged pe-
riod of time.

It was said that the worst-case sce-
nario was that work at the South Union
Avenue site would stop as early as
next week.

Members of the Cranford govern-
ing body congratulated Derek M.
Farbenec as he was promoted to the
rank of sergeant within the Cranford
Police Department on July 15. Also,
members wished Cranford resident
Edward J. Pryer a very happy birth-
day as he turns 100 years old on
Thursday, July 30, 2020. It was said
that he is a veteran of World War II.

The next Cranford Council meet-
ing is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28,
at 7:30 p.m.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
GOODBYE...After 31 years in Westfield, Brummer’s Chocolates is closing as its
proprietor, George Brummer, retires.
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County Prosecutor’s Office
Assumes Control of Fanwood PD

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Union
County Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO)
has assumed control of the Fanwood
Police Department following the
abrupt departure of Chief Richard
Trigo on Monday.

Mr. Trigo stepped down, accord-
ing to the UCPO, following the
Internet posting of an audio record-
ing purportedly of the former chief
making untoward comments about
former Acting Prosecutor Grace
Park and state Attorney General
Gubir Grewal.

The announcement by the UCPO
on Monday said Mr. Trigo

“advised...late Friday that he would
be stepping down effective Mon-
day, July 13, 2020.”

After being asked to comment on
the accusations prior to the an-
nouncement of his departure, Mr.
Trigo’s attorney, Joshua McMahon,
sent an email Monday saying only:
“Chief Trigo did not resign or quit.
Any assertion to the contrary is cat-
egorically and demonstrably false.
Chief Trigo had previously begun
the process to retire on September
1, 2020, and, until that time, elected
to take leave to handle a family-
related health issue.”

Last week, in a statement to NJ.com,
Mr. McMahon denied Mr. Trigo had

made any inappropriate comments.
Acting Union County Prosecutor

Lyndsay Ruotolo said in Monday’s
release that she had appointed Cap-
tain Kevin Grimmer of her office to
serve as the officer in charge of the
Fanwood Police Department under
her direction.

Capt. Grimmer, who has 16 years
in the UCPO after working for the
Plainfield police, was assigned after
Mr. Trigo’s departure – along with
what the prosecutor’s office said was
the “recent retirement of other senior
members” – left three sergeants as the
highest-ranking officers in the
Fanwood Police Department.

Additionally, Ms. Ruotolo and
UCPO Chief of Detectives Patricia
Gusmano had assigned Detective
Nicholas Falcicchio from their office
to work with Capt. Grimmer in run-
ning the daily operations of the
Fanwood police.

Prior to joining the UCPO in 2015,
Det. Falcicchio was a member of the
Blairstown Police Department,
where he temporarily served as an
officer in charge at times, the UCPO
release said.

The recording in question was
posted to Facebook on July 4 under
the tag “Fanwood Police Chief Rich-
ard Trigo makes racist comment about
NJ Attorney General.” It was one of a
dozen items posted to Facebook by
someone calling themselves
“Fanwood Exposed” over the past
five months, all critical of Mr. Trigo.

The recording posted July 4 is one
minute, 20 seconds long and does not
indicate when it occurred, but it is of
several people apparently during a
meeting or meetings. It also does not
identify anybody in the recording.

In his statement to NJ.com, Mr.
McMahon said the recordings “have
unquestionably been manipulated and
spliced together by persons upset with
the reform and progress the Fanwood
Police Department has made under
Chief Trigo’s leadership, including
the Chief personally hiring and pro-
moting more minorities than any Chief
in Fanwood’s history.”

Approximately 20 “videos” have
been posted to YouTube by Fanwood
Exposed. They can be viewed at
youtube.com/channel/UCCoC9RiPr-
nN_t_RRsfUbdQ/videos.

Ms. Park was the acting prosecutor
of Union County from 2013 until
2017, when she resigned in Septem-
ber of that year. Mr. Grewal was ap-
pointed attorney general by Gov. Phil
Murphy, who assumed his office in
January 2018.

The UCPO release said that it ap-

County Backs Name Change
For Freeholder Board

March 27, 2020
Covid-19 Totals

Union County -
 15,293 cases, 1,030 deaths
Cranford - 460 cases, 90 deaths

Fanwood - 92 cases, 11 deaths
Garwood -  42 cases, 2 deaths

Mountainside - 67 cases, 19 deaths
Scotch Plains - 268 cases, 13 deaths
Westfield - 274 cases, 37 deaths

July 15, 2020
Covid-19 Totals

Union County -
 16,537 cases, 1,160 deaths
Cranford - 492 cases, 96 deaths

Fanwood - 101 cases, 12 deaths
Garwood -  44 cases, 2 deaths

Mountainside - 82 cases, 19 deaths
Scotch Plains - 299 cases, 15 deaths
Westfield - 325 cases, 43 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning **

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DISTANCE GRADUATION...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2020 graduated last Wednesday evening.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, the chairs were placed to accommodate social-distancing requirements and masks were
mandatory.

Zoning Bd. Denies Approval
For Already-Built Deck

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PLAY THE DAY AWAY...Day campers in Fanwood enjoy the recently reopened
playground at LaGrande Park on a perfect summer day on Tuesday.

Planning Bd. Green Lights
Rhoda Place Subdivision

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRATULATIONS...The Union County Vocational and Technical High School held graduation on Thursday of last
week. The outdoor ceremony allowed for parents to sit with their graduates, socially distanced from other families.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONGRATS, GRADS...Delayed by a pandemic, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School Class of 2020 completes their graduation last Wednesday evening
at the Perry Tyson Field. No parents or spectators were permitted to attend the
graduation due to Covid-19 restrictions. The graduation was live streamed for
families and the community.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Union County Free-
holder Board Chairman Alexander
Mirabella voiced his support for leg-
islation to mandate the changing of
the title of “freeholder” to “commis-
sioner” due to the present title’s con-
notations of racism and privilege.

“The time is right,” he told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times this
week. “It brings negative connota-
tions about the old days and old ways.”

The push to change the title — New
Jersey is the only state in the country
to have county government elected
officials referred to as freeholders —
was renewed last week when Union
County Freeholder Angela Garretson
spoke to Governor Phil Murphy at an
event in Hillside about proposed leg-
islation that would change the Board
of Chosen Freeholders to the Chosen
Board of County Commissioners. The
governor, along with State Senate
President Steve Sweeney and Assem-
bly Speaker Craig Coughlin, signaled
support for the change, indicating its
likely success.

In a statement, Ms. Garretson said
that “the circumstances are right for
the change. Union County, like most
other counties, is a profoundly di-
verse community both in its citizenry
and its workforce. The governor, state

legislative leaders and others are on
the right side in their efforts to re-
move this badge that depicts inferior-
ity.”

The term “freeholder” dates back
to colonial times and refers to indi-
viduals deemed qualified to hold pub-

lic office, namely white male owners
of property free from debt.

Mr. Mirabella said that over the
years, he and others have been asked
by out-of-state counterparts, “What’s
a freeholder?” He added that the new

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment last week denied
an application seeking ex post facto
approval for an already-built, multi-
level deck attached to a multi-family
dwelling.

Regina Calcagno sought the board’s
approval for the wooden deck, which
extends from the second and third
floors of the four-family dwelling she
owns at 1634 Front Street. The decks
are connected to each other and to the
ground by an exterior wooden stair-
case. The house is located at the cor-
ner of Hunter Avenue, and the decks,
situated on the west side of the build-
ing, are considered to be located in
the property’s front yard.

The board was unable to determine
what, if any, prior structure was lo-
cated where the present deck is lo-
cated and whether an earlier structure
was considered as a fire escape. The
second- and third-story units are di-
rectly accessible from the decks.

Board Vice-Chairman Rich Duthie
said he favored something “more suit-
able” to be located in the rear yard of
the property. The board’s unanimous
rejection means that Ms. Calcagno
will have to return to the board with a
substantially different deck proposal
in order to request approval for any-
thing new.

In other business at the board’s
July 9 meeting, Leszek Kolakowski
was given approval to install a six-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Before ad-
journing until September, the plan-
ning board on Monday night unani-
mously approved a subdivision on
Rhoda Place.

AJ Doyle Inc. will split the over-
sized lot at 2227 Rhoda Place into
two nearly equally-sized lots, raze
the existing house and build new
single-family homes on each of the
newly-created lots. Engineer Thomas
Quinn said the new lots would each
be 50 feet wide, with one lot measur-
ing 150 feet deep and the other mea-
suring 145 feet. The new houses will
be positioned closer to the front of the
lots and set back 30 feet from the
front property line. Drywells will be

installed on each lot to assist in col-
lecting excess storm water.

Prior to the board’s unanimous vote
to approve the application, there was a
brief bit of confusion when AJ Doyle’s
attorney, Jay Bohn, was under the im-
pression that a deed restriction was
being proposed to mandate that the
design of the new homes be “substan-
tially consistent” with the neighbor-
hood. He told the board he did not feel
such a restriction was necessary. Board
planner Michael Mistretta then clari-
fied that he was not seeking a deed
restriction but was looking for assur-
ances that the look and style of the new
homes would fit in with what he de-
scribed as “a well-established single-
family residential neighborhood.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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SCOTCH PLAINS
Wednesday, July 8, several motor

vehicles were burglarized on
Farmingdale Road during the over-
night hours. The matter is under in-
vestigation.

Thursday, July 9, a resident of
Spruce Mill Lane reported fraudu-
lent activity on a credit account. The
matter is under investigation.

Friday, July 10, Jason Okoro, 29,
of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
active warrant out of New Brunswick.
He was processed at police head-
quarters and turned over to the New
Brunswick Police Department.

Saturday, July 11, a resident of
Farley Avenue reported fraudulent
activity regarding an online purchase.
The matter is under investigation.

Sunday, July 12, Jennifer S. Garcia,
25, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with possession of marijuana
during a motor vehicle stop. She was

Bittersweet Goodbye to
Brummer’s Chocolates

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GOODBYE...After 31 years in Westfield, Brummer’s Chocolates is closing as its
proprietor, George Brummer, retires.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — For 47 years,
George Brummer has made choco-
lates, and for 31 of those years, it
has been here in Westfield. After
much thought, he said he has de-
cided to close the doors of his East
Broad Street store, “Brummer’s
Handmade Chocolates,” and retire.

“Many factors went into my deci-
sion to retire,” he said in a phone
interview with The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week. “Back in
January, way before Covid-19, I
decided I would retire in about six
months. With the virus, that was the
last nail in the coffin. So the time
has come for me to think of myself.”

Of course, he said, a decision of
that magnitude is bittersweet.

“I felt it was about time to really
enjoy life,” Mr. Brummer shared.
The owner said that he had open-
heart surgery a few years ago and
that he feels it is time to finally get
to enjoy the home he owns in Ocean
County. “I was born and raised in
Jersey City and wouldn’t want to
leave New Jersey,” he said.

The chocolatier prides himself on
being an artist. His medium is, of
course, chocolate – white, dark and
milk. His website boasts, “If you
can dream it, George Brummer can
probably make it in chocolate.” And
he did make a fabulous number of
unforgettable creations, from choco-
late turkeys to Santas to a chocolate
Statue of Liberty and even a replica
of the Brooklyn Bridge.

As a child, Mr. Brummer grew up
in the family business of candy mak-
ing. “I remember being in grammar

school, and on Election Day each
year my two brothers and I would
start making hard candy for the
Christmas season. We’d lay it out
according to flavors and then wrap
it all,” he recalled.

That family business was run in
Jersey City by his aunt, uncle and
parents. Thirty-one years ago, Mr.
Brummer opened his own shop in
Westfield. Today, Mr. Brummer’s
younger brother, the only one left in
the chocolate business, owns a
“Brummer’s Homemade Choco-
lates” in Vermillion, Ohio.

One of George Brummer’s fond-
est memories is having his store be
featured as the setting for various
commercials and movies. “It was
always exciting when they were
shooting a movie in Westfield and
we were a part of the fanfare,” he
said. “It was a blast working with
Queen Latifah for her movie and
Woody Allen back in the day.”

Mr. Brummer anticipates that his
last day will be this Saturday, July
18. “Westfield has been good to
me,” he concluded. “But you got to
know when to march on.”

N.J. Residents Suffer
Long Waits at MVC

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — The New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission (MVC) had been
shut down for almost three months when
Governor Phil Murphy announced June
5 in conjunction with Chief Adminis-
trator Sue Fulton that it would begin its
reopening process. The reopening be-
gan June 15 for certain services. Road
tests and processing of new licenses
and individual registrations and title
transactions began June 29. Ms. Fulton
said in the June 5 statement the priority
would be the health and safety of em-
ployees and customers.

“The old MVC crowded a lot of
people into a lot of small spaces. We
can’t operate like that in a COVID-19
world,” Ms. Fulton said in the June 5
press release. “Our reopening plan re-
imagines MVC workflows, with stream-
lined processes to clear the backlog and
ensure that you spend as little time as
possible at MVC.”

What followed were photos and vid-
eos of lines wrapped up and down
sidewalks, little to no social distancing
and wild wait times. Residents took to
Facebook pages to share their experi-
ences or give advice. Scotch Plains
resident Brianna Jenkins was one of
them.

“The later you go, the more hectic the
line gets,” she said in a Facebook com-
ment advising someone who needed to
go to the MVC.

Ms. Jenkins said via Facebook Mes-
senger that she had gotten a new car
right before the shutdown in March.
She said she had expected to get a new
vehicle inspection sticker in approxi-
mately 30 minutes. When she was able
to go to the MVC on June 30, she said
she saw two lanes of cars forming and
realized cars that needed inspections
were mixed with cars that just needed a
new sticker. She said it “is ridiculous
and motor vehicle should have a better
and more transparent process.”

Ms. Jenkins told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that it took her an hour
and 45 minutes to show the MVC em-
ployee the tag she had gotten from the

dealer. The employee validated her li-
cense, registration and insurance, gave
her the sticker and sent her on her way.
“A process that should’ve taken about
15-30 minutes took about two hours,”
she said.

Governor Murphy acknowledged the
issue in a press release on July 9. “After
three months of pent-up demand, I com-
pletely understand the frustration felt
by every MVC customer forced to wait
in long lines as we reopen agencies,” he
said.

In order to help with the long lines,
the MVC is extending the expiration
dates on licenses, registrations, inspec-
tion stickers and temporary tags. Docu-
ments expiring between March 13 and
May 31 are extended to September 30.
Documents expiring June 1 to August
31 are extended to December 31.

The governor also said the MVC will
be exempt from employee furloughs so
the commission can stay fully staffed as
it catches up on three months worth of
appointments, document renewals and
other business.

The MVC is installing new policies
to encourage practices approved by the
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. The MVC will establish a num-
ber of total customers for each day, give
out tickets up to that number and en-
courage customers who did not receive
a ticket to come back the next day. New
drivers will have preference over al-
ready-licensed drivers when tickets are
given out.

Customers will not be permitted to
line up on MVC property after capacity
is reached until the next morning at 7
a.m. Ms. Fulton reminded people in the
July 9 press release that many services
can and must be done online following
a new policy aimed at reducing crowds.
“This will free up important space in
our agencies for people who have no
choice but to come and do their transac-
tion in person,” Ms. Fulton said in the
statement. Services like changing your
address, replacing a lost license or reg-
istration, paying surcharges and order-
ing special plates can all be done online
at state.nj.us/mvc/.

transported to police headquarters and
processed.

Sunday, July 12, the management at
a Route 22 gas station reported the
theft of gas. Two males in a red Infiniti
requested gas and fled without paying.
The matter is under investigation.

CRANFORD
Monday, July 6, Milton Hooker,

48, of Newark was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI). Police units responded
to a one-car motor vehicle crash on
the 500 block of North Union Av-
enue. Following an investigation on
scene, police arrested the driver,
Hooker, for DWI. He was processed
and provided with a municipal court
appearance date. In addition, Hooker
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for refusal to the taking of breath
samples, failure to possess an insur-
ance card, failure to possess a regis-
tration card and careless driving.

REPORTERS  WANTED
We are seeking detail-oriented,
self-starting, disciplined jour-
nalists and communicators
with integrity; who have a pas-
sion for reporting the facts. An
individual who takes owner-
ship of their news stories/beat
and can work collaboratively
with other reporters and edi-
tors. Report, write, capture vi-
sual content, edit and produce
stories for multiple platforms
on deadline. Experience in
using social media for news
gathering and promotion a
plus. Please email resume and
clips to: press@goleader.com

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

FILL THE TRUCKS...On Friday, July 17, collections will take place at five
locations to benefit Rahway Food for Friends soup kitchen and food pantry. Over
the last three months, the organizers have raised over $15,000 and 8,000 lbs of food
to feed 1,500+ people. Donations of food items, non-perishables, diapers (adult and
child), and diabetic friendly foods are being sought. Volunteers will be on site to
load the trucks at each location. For those that want to help, but cannot get out or
do not want to risk being outside, donations can be made at
rahwayfoodforfriendsnj.org.
Drop off locations are:
• Mountainside, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Liquid Church, 1180 Spruce Dr.
• Westfield, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., 490 Otisco Dr.
• Garwood/Cranford, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Crossroads, 78 North Ave., Garwood.
• Fanwood, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., The Goddard School, 324 South Ave.
• Clark, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Arthur L. Johnson High School, 365 Westfield Ave.

Westfield Sees Spike
In Covid-19 Cases

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle released a special state-
ment July 11 notifying residents that the
town had confirmed 11 new Covid-19
cases, all of them involving people
between the ages of 18 and 25. That
statement comes just one day after the
mayor reported 10 new cases, and an-
other 12 cases were reported on Tues-
day, bringing the town’s total to 325.
Many of the new cases were contracted
at outdoor parties, while others were a
result of travel out of state.

Mayor Brindle said in a previous
Covid-19 update that while young
adults tend to show less symptoms,
they can spread the virus to vulner-
able populations and bring the town
“right back to square one.”

“This is an incredibly frustrating
development after the many months
of dedication by our residents to mini-
mize community spread,” she stated.

The uptick in cases made several
local news broadcasts and caught the
attention of New Jersey’s Commis-
sioner of the Department of Health
Judy Persichilli, who mentioned
Westfield when addressing the rise in
Covid-19 cases among young people
at Monday’s press conference.

“This is not the time to let our guard
down. Today, I want to especially
emphasize to our young people that
they are not invincible or immune to
Covid-19,” Commissioner Persichilli
said.

She stated that young people are
the fastest growing group of people
testing positive for the virus. Accord-
ing to the commissioner, parties are
leading to the rise in cases.

Governor Phil Murphy said at the
press conference, “that Westfield case
I think really got to you (Commis-
sioner Persichilli) and me because it
was an indoor” gathering. He re-
minded the public that masks are
mandatory both indoors and outdoors.

The new cases mark the fifth-high-
est day total since Westfield’s first
case was confirmed on March 14, the
mayor’s statement said. With these

new cases, Westfield has a total of 310
active cases. The town had plateaued
at 282 cases for approximately two
weeks before jumping up 28 cases in
11 days. According to the New Jersey
Health Department’s Covid-19 tracker,
as of July 13, Union County has had
16,519 cases and 1,159 deaths.

Cases among individuals between
18 and 29 years old have increased,
according to Commissioner Persichilli.
In April, this age group accounted for
12 percent of Covid-19 cases, and 22
percent of the total cases in June. A
total of 730 residents have been hospi-
talized with complications, with 53
deaths in this age group.

“We all have a responsibility” to
wear masks and maintain social dis-
tancing, said Commissioner
Persichilli.

As of Monday, a total of 53 cases of
multi-symptom inflammatory syn-
drome have been reported in New
Jersey among children ages 1 to 18.
The children affected have either
tested positive for Covid-19 or have a
positive antibody test.

“I hope this spike serves as a re-
minder that we all have a responsibil-
ity to remain vigilant to mitigate com-
munity spread,” Mayor Brindle said
in her statement. “Wash your hands.
Keep a safe distance. Wear a face
covering.”

Anyone who believes he or she has
been exposed to Covid-19, is exhib-
iting symptoms, or has questions about
the virus is asked to call the
coronavirus 24-hour public hotline at
(800) 222-1222. Trained profession-
als are available to answer questions.
To get more information or find a
testing site, visit covid19.nj.gov/.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Deck

pointed Capt. Grimmer and Det.
Falcicchio after Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and the town’s bor-
ough council requested “assistance”
while they focus “on hiring and ap-
pointing new leadership and supe-
rior officers for the future of their
department – a process already un-
derway according to borough offi-
cials.”

A five-paragraph statement issued
by Mayor Mahr and the council on
Monday did not address any search
for Mr. Trigo’s replacement.

“While we cannot comment as to
the authenticity of the audiotape
portraying alleged comments by
Police Chief Trigo, we can address
the concerns this episode raises,”
the statement said. “We are at a
pivotal moment in our nation’s his-
tory, and it is incumbent upon your
elected officials to create and foster
a culture of accountability. Racism
and discrimination of any kind have
no home here, but we recognize that
in Fanwood deeply unresolved is-
sues continue to exist and must be
addressed.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood PD

foot-high fence at his property at 2050
Lake Avenue. Andrew and Angela
Koutoudis were given permission to
replace an existing rear-yard deck
with a larger deck at the two-family
home at 2072 Mountain Avenue.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Name Change
title “will take a little getting used to”
and will involve changing signs, let-
terhead and other official markings
once the legislation is formally en-
acted.

Mr. Bohn replied that the term “sub-
stantially consistent” was “vague,”
but ended by saying the new homes
“will generally fit in with the charac-
ter of the neighborhood.”

The board at some point in the
next several weeks will hold a spe-
cial meeting to formally memorial-
ize its approval of the AJ Doyle
application, but Chairman Joseph
Doyle noted that beyond that, there
were no applications ready for con-
sideration until after August. Zoning
Officer Robert LaCosta read off a
list of pending applications that are
still incomplete, under review by his
office or delayed due to other fac-
tors, all of which will not be ready
for hearings until after the summer.
Mr. Doyle also said he hoped to
schedule a public hearing “a lot
sooner than later” on the proposed
rezoning of the property at 2600
Route 22 East, near the Mountain
Avenue exit.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Subdivision

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOME NORMALCY...Weeks after the school year officially ended, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2020 completes their graduation last Wednesday
evening at the Perry Tyson Field.

Officials Expected to Cut
Solar Panel Restrictions

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The Town of
Westfield may soon allow street-facing
solar panels on homes through Ordi-
nance No. 2178.

Westfield resident Walter Korfmacher,
who could not be reached for comment,
created a petition on change.org aimed
at Councilwoman Dawn Mackey at the
end of February. He cited a common
statistic in the petition’s description that
the world’s population has 10 years to
cut fossil fuel use in half to reduce the
worst effects of climate change. Mr.
Korfmacher said that rooftop solar pan-
els help households use renewable en-
ergy and that households which install
panels can receive a federal tax cut.
However, Westfield currently has an
ordinance prohibiting the placement of
solar panels on roofs that face the street,
which Mr. Korfmacher said leaves one-
third of Westfield homes unable to use
solar panels.

“Let’s do what we can locally to re-
duce the future effects of climate change,”
Mr. Korfmacher wrote.

Ordinance No. 2178 was introduced
at the June 30 town council meeting. The
ordinance was approved on first reading
later in the meeting and sent to the
planning board for review.

At the council meeting, Mr.
Korfmacher spoke during public com-
ment to show support for the ordinance
as well as share his hope that Westfield

continues to support renewable-energy
efforts.

“As a scientist, I’m keenly aware of
the short timeframe we have to reduce
the effects of climate change on our
planet,” he said. “My dream is that
Westfield will be seen as an example for
Union County of how to be a green town
that fully supports renewable-energy
efforts.”

The ordinance would replace current
Ordinance No. 2063. In the new one,
solar-energy systems are allowed in all
zone districts and can be located on
street-facing roof planes or façades if
there is proof that the solar panels must
be street-facing to generate a reasonable
amount of power. The system still would
have aesthetic restrictions — it would
need to match the color of the roofing
material and wires and cables would not
be allowed to travel from the roof to any
front façade. The system also could not
“interfere with character-defining roof
features.

Solar-energy systems would not be
permitted on street-facing planes or
façades on principal or accessory struc-
tures designated as a historical landmark
or located in a historic district by the
Historic Designation and Preservation
Ordinance.

The ordinance was approved by the
planning board on July 6 as cooperative
with the Master Plan, so now it is back
with the town council for anticipated
final passage.
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Covid-Related, Criminal Justice
Bills Advance in Trenton

PUBLIC NOTICE
PEDIATRIC PRACTICE CLOSING

As of September 1, 2020 the Pediatric
Practice of Howard Britt MD will be
permanently closed.  Medical records are
available by request to Howard Britt MD,
209 Blackburn Rd, Summit, NJ.  07901.
Phone number is 908-522-1423.

3 T - 07/09/20, 07/16/20
& 07/23/20, The Leader Fee: $29.07

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF AWARD OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The Cranford Board of Education met on June 8, 2020 and awarded the following
contracts without competitive bidding as a professional service (or extraordinary,
unspecifiable service) pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A.5a(1). The resolution of award and
the contracts listed below are available for public inspection in the Office of the Board
Secretary located at 132 Thomas Street from 9:00 A.M. to 4:00 P.M. Monday through
Friday.

Contract
Name Nature of Award Contract Period Not to Exceed

Bergen County Special Audiological  and 7/1/20 – 6/30/21 $160,000.00
Services School District Teacher of the Deaf
Education Enterprises Div

Care Plus NJ Inc. Therapeutic Services 7/1/20 – 6/30/21 $99,500.00

Interim Healthcare of On site nursing care 7/1/20 – 6/30/21 $198.020.00
Northwest NJ, Inc. at Jardine Academy and

Medical Transportation

Robert J. Carfagno
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

1 T - 07/16/20, The Leader Fee: $42.84

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

The Cranford Board of Education is re-
viewing the Employment Contract for the
Superintendent of Schools.  Pursuant to
N.J.S.A.18A:11-11, a public hearing will
be held at the Board of Education meeting
on August 24, 2020.  Following the public
hearing Board action may be taken.

A copy of the proposed Contract of Em-
ployment will be placed on file in the Board’s
business office, and will be available for
review prior to or at the public hearing.

The Board, pursuant to N.J.S.A.10:4-
12(b), the Open Public Meetings Act, shall
not publicly discuss personnel matters and
shall not respond to comments made by
members of the public.  The subject of this
hearing retains the right of privacy and
shall retain all rights regarding defamation
and slander according to the laws of New
Jersey.  The Board shall not be held liable
for comments made by members of the
public.

Dated:  July 13, 2020
1 T - 07/16/20, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 20-08

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY, IMPLEMENTING
ARTICLE IX OF THE BOR-
OUGH OF GARWOOD’S
HEALTH CODE ENTITLED,
“GREASE TRAPS”

STATEMENT

TAKE NOTICE THAT ORDINANCE NO.
20-08, WAS PASSED ON THE FINAL
READING AFTER PUBLIC HEARING AT
A MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND COUN-
CIL OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
ON, THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 07/16/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

LEGAL NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
July 9, 2020, the Board memorialized the
following Resolutions:

Ofir & Christina Davidesko, 422 Union
Avenue, Block 1502, Lot 14.01, were ap-
proved to construct a deck at the rear of
the aforementioned single family dwelling.

Karen & Ravinder Sharma, 2100 Dog-
wood Drive, Block 11102, Lot 8, were
approved to install a 6 foot fence on the
aforementioned property which will be in
the front yard of an adjoining property.

Roberto Gonzalez, 2201 Mountain
Avenue, Block 2904, Lot 1, was approved
to install a 6 foot fence along the aforemen-
tioned property to the front area of an
adjoining property.

Juan & Catarina Pla, 1510 Terrill Road,
Block 14801, Lot 20, were approved to
expand an existing two car garage and
construct an addition to the existing family
room.

Copies of said Resolutions have been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the Municipal Clerk and is avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 07/16/20, The Times Fee: $30.60

Architectural Walking Tour
To Feature Mixed-Use Sites

DAYS GONE BY...A vintage postcard image of Broad Street in Westfield
shows downtown mixed-use buildings during the early 20th century. Reserva-
tions are required for the Westfield Historical Society’s Architectural Walk-
ing Tour of mixed-use and multi-family residences in downtown Westfield,
taking place this Saturday, July 18.

WESTFIELD — The seventh in a
popular series of architectural walk-
ing tours will take place this Satur-
day, July 18, from 9 to 11 a.m., along
Prospect Street and along South Av-
enue. Scale, proportions and materi-
ality will be discussed.

“Westfield Historical Society Walk-
ing Tour: Mixed Used and Multi Fam-
ily Residential Buildings – Do They
Fit In?” is the title of the program.

The intent of this tour is to look at
the diverse architectural styles of
mixed-use buildings including re-
tail, multi-family residential and
business that exist throughout
Westfield’s business district.
Westfield Historical Society Presi-
dent Gregory Blasi, who is a local
architect and principal of Vincentsen
& Blasi Architects, will lead the tour
and answer questions.

Mr. Blasi will discuss how more
recent buildings may or may not fit in
with the character of Westfield’s exist-
ing pre-World War II charm due to a
variety of reasons.

The tour will accommodate 20
people, but additional tours will be
scheduled if interest warrants. It will
take place rain or shine. Attendees are
encouraged to wear face masks, bring
hand sanitizer and practice appropri-
ate social distancing. The meet-up lo-
cation will be provided to registrants.
Those interested are asked to RSVP
by email to westfieldhistoricalsociety
@gmail.com or call (908) 654-1794.

A donation to the Westfield His-
torical Society would be appreciated.
Suggested donations are $10 for mem-
bers and $20 for non-members, which
will be collected at the start of the
tour. Membership information will
be available.

The Westfield Historical Society cel-
ebrated its 50th anniversary in 2018.
Since 1968, the 501(c)(3) non-profit
Westfield Historical Society has worked
to preserve, interpret and encourage
interest in history, Westfield and its
residents through educational efforts
and community-outreach programs.

For more information on the Westfield
Historical Society and its events, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org and like
the organization on Facebook.

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — A lot of legislation
is moving through the Assembly, Sen-
ate and Governor Phil Murphy’s
hands. Here is a quick look at a few
of the bills making waves down in
Trenton:

A few bills relating to criminal
justice reform have made their way
through the Assembly and Senate in
the past few weeks. One bill, A744,
requiring law enforcement agencies
to give personnel files of police of-
ficers applying to jobs at other agen-
cies to the receiving agency, passed
both the Assembly and Senate and
has been signed into law by Mr.
Murphy. It also makes any provision
of a contract that forbids an agency
from giving such files unenforce-
able.

Also signed into law by Mr.
Murphy is Bill 2511, which does
away with some fines for children
who have been found guilty of com-
mitting a delinquent act. Fines like
those  imposed at the discretion of
the court and mandatory assessments
for some drug violations have been
eliminated. Interestingly, mandatory
assessments dedicated to the victims
of violent crimes also have been
eliminated, as the sponsors say these
fines have proven to be a barrier to
successful rehabilitation and reen-
try, “because they often result in the
criminalization of poverty and the
exacerbation of racial disparities.”

Lastly in criminal justice reform
bills is Bill S2331. This bill, now
signed into law, requires state, county
and municipal agencies and state
nonprofits to temporarily accept De-
partment of Corrections identifica-
tion cards as valid forms of ID while
inmates are in custody. Usually, a
New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion (MVC) ID is required, but the
MVC has been closed due to the
Covid-19 pandemic. The change
gives inmates access to services as
they reenter society. The department
is required to help inmates complete
applications for social programs. The
bill also increases the supply of pre-
scription drugs inmates get before
their release from a two-week sup-
ply to a 30-day supply with two
refills in addition to the 30-day sup-
ply. The change, which will last for
the duration of the pandemic, en-
sures consistency with clinical guide-
lines.

The New Jersey legislation also
has fast tracked a bill aimed to re-
lieve the state of Covid-19-related
burdens. Bill A4132, which was in-
troduced May 7 and signed into law

July 2, cut nonessential state and
local employees’ hours and pay to 40
percent. The goal is to save state and
local governments money and allow
state and federal unemployment ben-
efits to make up for employees’ lost
wages. The state will furlough a quar-
ter of the public-sector workforce
for three months. However, the fur-
loughing will not affect pensions and
employees will continue to receive
healthcare. The unemployment ben-
efits for these temporarily furloughed
employees will come from the fed-
eral CARES Act.

The Senate received June 4 the
“New Jersey Covid-19 Emergency
Bond Act,” Bill A4175 after it passed
the Assembly. The bill would allow
the state to issue state bonds, creat-
ing a debt of $5 billion, as well as let
Governor Murphy apply for and re-
ceive federal stimulus loans to ben-
efit the state and local governments.
The bonds would need to be paid
back over the course of 35 years.
The bill is to alleviate “fiscal dis-
tress due to the Covid-19 pandemic
to meet immediate budgetary needs
and regain financial stability.” Such
needs include limited ability to raise
supplemental non-property-tax rev-
enues, demand for public safety ap-
propriations, difficulties paying off
debt services for local governments
and “budgetary requirements that
substantially jeopardizes the fiscal
integrity of the local government
unit.”

“We have no plans to raise prop-
erty taxes. The irony is really at so
many levels it is too thick to come
through,” Mr. Murphy said at a press
conference. “If we didn’t do the bond-
ing, property taxes would rise be-
cause municipalities would have no
choice but to offset the cuts that
come their way.”

However, the bill reads, “If, at any
time, funds necessary to meet the
interest, redemption premium, if any,
and principal payments on outstand-
ing bonds issued under this act are
insufficient or not available, there
shall be assessed, levied, and col-
lected annually in each of the mu-
nicipalities of the counties of this
State, a tax on the real and personal
property upon which municipal taxes
are or shall be assessed, levied, and
collected, sufficient to meet the in-
terest on all outstanding bonds is-
sued hereunder and on the bonds
proposed to be issued under this act
in the calendar year in which the tax
is to be raised and for the payment of
bonds falling due in the year follow-
ing the year for which the tax is
levied.”
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Cranford Rec. Announces
July 4 Canoe Race Winners

 Frozen II Planned for
Drive-Up Movie Night
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union

County Freeholders will present an-
other in a series of drive-up movies,
Frozen II,  on Tuesday, July 21, at the
Union County Vocational-Technical
High School in Scotch Plains. It will
begin at sundown, after 8:30 p.m. The
event is free, but pre-registration is
required at https://bit.ly/3iXSl2X.

Due to space limitations, reserva-
tions will be available on a first-come,
first-served basis. To help promote
social distancing, no walk-ups, bikes
or chairs are permitted. Attendees must
bring their own snacks and drinks.
There will not be any food or drinks
available for purchase. Vehicles will
be arranged at least six feet apart with
adequate social distancing. Attendees
must stay in their vehicles (unless they
need to use the port-o-johns). Port-o-
johns and wash stations will be avail-
able. Masks and gloves will be re-
quired when using the port-o-johns.

FUN ON THE FOURTH...These youngsters celebrate with trophies following
their participation in the traditional canoe races held on the Fourth of July at the
Cranford Canoe Club.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Recreation and Parks Department
has announced the winners of the
Cranford Canoe Races that were
held on July 4 at the Cranford Ca-
noe Club.

Canoe Races
10 to 13 Years Old:
First Place: Max Slayton and Sam

Slayton; Second Place: Jenna
Gallagher and Brooke Jones; Third
Place: Reese Icklan and Logan
Murray.

14 to 20 Years Old:
First Place: Thomas Adamski and

Carson Nicholls; Second Place:
Wesley Nicholls  and Liam
Usinowicz; Third Place: Anna
McCabe and Rachel Westervelt.

21 Years and Older:
First Place: Paul Buonaguro and

Paul Starkey; Second Place: Chris
Slayton and Dewey Slayton; Third
Place:  Andrew Nappi and
Katherine Rivera.

Mother and Child:
First Place: Andrea and Gabriel

Westervelt; Second Place: Kristen
and Max Slayton; Third Place:
Kristine and Aiden Harris.

Father and Child:
First Place: Chris and Sam

Slayton; Second Place: Tom and
Owen Usinowicz; Third Place:
Dave and Liv Harris.

Ma and Pa:
First  Place:  Ana and Dan

McMahon; Second Place: Kriston
and Chris Slayton; Third Place: BJ
and Patrick Canedo.

Marathon 13 to 17 Years Old:
First Place: Thomas Adamski and

Carson Nicholls; Second Place:
Catherine Consorte and Isabella
Peralta; Third Place: Anna McCabe
and Rachel Westervelt.

Marathon 18 and Over:
First Place: Louis Bock, Paul

Buonaguro and Paul Starkey; Sec-
ond Place: Matt Digiovanni, Dan
McMahon and Ryan McMahon;
Third Place: Joseph Barlik, Randy
Lupin and Joseph Tobin.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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12 Home Sold July 5 thru July 12, 2020 in Westfield,
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Scotch Plains Announces
Concerts on the Green

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Town-
ship of Scotch Plains is pleased to
present two “Concerts on the Green”
at the Alan Augustine Village Green
this month.

The shows, featuring two home-
town favorites, will be held on
Thursday evenings at 7:30 p.m., with
Eric Harrison’s Crash Course per-
forming on Thursday, July 16 and
Billy Wilkins taking the stage on
Thursday, July 23.

Please bring a lawn chair or blan-
ket. Pack a picnic or pick up dinner
from one of our great restaurants and
enjoy the summer nights in down-

town Scotch Plains!  We ask that all
attendees adhere to social distanc-
ing guidelines. Areas on the Village
Green, located adjacent to the mu-
nicipal building on Park Avenue, will
be marked and extra hand sanitizer
and masks will be available.

“I think everyone understands that
this year is so unlike any other,”
said Councilwoman Elizabeth
Stamler. “Being able to bring our
concerts back is a great step to re-
turning to normalcy in our commu-
nity.  Yes, things may appear differ-
ent with enhanced social distancing
that we will require for the event,
but at the very heart of it, our con-
certs will remain a community event
for our community’s entertainment.
We look forward to hosting them.”

If you have any questions, please
contact the Department of Parks
and Recreation at (908) 322-6700
ext. no. 223.

Covid Relief Grants for
Small Businesses Announced

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Freeholder Board announced
the initial-round launch of the Union
County Covid-19 Relief Grant Pro-
gram for small businesses that have
been impacted by the health emer-
gency.

The grant program will make avail-
able a total of $2 million in CARES
Act relief funds. Out of this funding,
the program will provide grants up to
$20,000 to eligible small businesses
to cover three month’s rent, property
mortgage, utility and insurance ex-
penses. The grant will be available to
small businesses located within the
boundaries of Union County with 25
or less employees prior to the COVID
emergency.

“Union County’s small businesses
are the life-blood of our communities
and our downtowns,” said Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella.
“These businesses, which contribute
so much to our quality of life as a
whole, have been devastated by the
COVID-19 emergency and need our
assistance. The survival of these busi-

nesses is vital to Union County, and
we encourage our small businesses to
apply for a grant once the program is
available.”

The Union County Covid-19 Re-
lief Grant Program is funded by the
Covid- Coronavirus Aid, Relief and
Economic Security (CARES) Act
Federal relief fund. The County of
Union will begin accepting applica-
tions for the program through an
online portal beginning Thursday, July
16 at 10 a.m., at www.ucnj.org/covid-
grant Questions about the County’s
grant programs can be sent to
dmesaros@ucnj.org

Two Local Residents
Graduate Ithaca

ITHACA, N.Y. — Ithaca College
congratulates May 2020 graduates
Molly Bandelli of Westfield and
Roisin O’Donovan of Cranford. Both
were awarded Bachelor of Science
degrees in Television-Radio.

Founded in 1892, Ithaca College is
located in Ithaca, N.Y.

Dean College Honors
Two Local Students

FRANKLIN, Mass. — Dean Col-
lege has announced the names of those
students who have earned a place on
the Dean’s List for the Spring 2020
semester. Dana Garbarini of Cranford
and Matthew Tazbin of Westfield are
among the honorees.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Historic Preservation Removes
Our Liberty in Westfield

My thoughts are with all Westfield
families today after reading the
Brindle Administration’s latest idea
for tattooing Westfield with policy
that will be costly to the town and
difficult to undo once implemented.
General Ordinance No. 2183 places a
significant impediment between tax-
paying homeowners in Westfield and
the foundation of any owner’s liberty:
their own property. With GO No. 2183,
the Town Council will have “the au-
thority to designate and regulate his-
toric landmarks and historic districts
within the Town.” With Go No. 2183,
local government will have the au-
thority to convert our private prop-
erty into social property.

If layers of added bureaucracy are
not outrageous enough for us all to
begin paying attention, consider how
much of our liberty the Brindle Ad-
ministration takes away by deleting §
5B3 of Town of Westfield LUL At-
tachment 3, “In the case of a proposed
historic site, the Commission shall
secure the written consent of the
owner(s) of record of such site before
taking any further action toward his-
toric designation.”

Removing this sentence from the
law removes the voice of the owner
from their Westfield property. Delet-
ing our liberty clears the way for local
government to regulate prices in the
Westfield real estate market. GO No.
2183 shifts market making from our
realtors, architects and designers to
the Town Council. This is bad news
for all Westfield homeowners who
may own an older home (seniors) in
one of our designated neighborhoods.
Homeowners who use Westfield as
long-term investment will no longer
have the option of “highest/best” when
a realtor prices their home for sale or
a designer prepares a home for up-
grade (seniors and special needs).
“Highest/best” is a key ingredient to
the free-market. When government
usurps the role of the free-market,
“best” use is no longer available to the
homeowner, and the “highest” price
will adjust lower to clear the market
of the social impediment. Some
homeowners (seniors) may not have
the confidence, counsel or necessary
funds to bring their voices before
local government and may simply
choose to let the next owner (or their
estate) deal with the issue and allow-
ing the property to deteriorate.

The very first sentence from the
Brindle for Mayor Platform, published
on then candidate Brindle’s since ex-
pired campaign website was “I’m
committed to serving our community,
full time, at no pay, to make sure every
voice is heard.” By deleting our lib-
erty, however, the Brindle Adminis-
tration transfers the right of argument
from our voice to the Westfield Town

Council. Once passed, designated
property owners will need to run im-
provements to, possibly the sale of,
their property by local government
(page six) to make certain a club from
yesteryear didn’t use the structure to
change their tennis shoes.

If the Westfield Tennis Club thought
its old structure on Clark Street was
historically significant and worth sav-
ing, members of this private club
would have come to that conclusion
and re-purchased the property with
club money or would not have let it go
in the first place. I’d argue the club
has made wise choices with their
money as their vintage 1930 club-
house and property are beautiful.

Lastly, GO No. 2183 is revenue-
killing policy impeding the natural
float and distribution of property taxes
in the town.  More often than not, a
new and higher tax assessment is ap-
plied to the property when an older
home is significantly improved upon
or replaced by a brand-new home
from a builder. If “highest/best” use is
regulated, so is potential for property
tax collection from the Town’s hous-
ing stock. If we are abating tax for
designated properties from our hous-
ing stock (page eight), the abated
portion of tax will need to be made up
elsewhere in the town budget. The
Brindle Administration has not shown
the ability to generate a dime of rev-
enue on its own. The last three bud-
gets submitted by Brindle’s Adminis-
tration have already produced higher
spending and lower revenue trends.
Maybe an explanation for how the
town council could afford to regulate
our real estate market (without rais-
ing property taxes to meet rising costs)
can be found in rigorous debate over
this policy recorded in the minutes of
town’s finance committee meeting.

Liberty! We are either going to
love her or we are going to lose her.
GO No. 2183 is rooted in socialism.
This policy removes liberty from our
community and places her under lo-
cal government control. Families in
Westfield looking to remove impedi-
ments to their own liberty can start by
rejecting Mayor Brindle’s Bold Ac-
tion Plan now and resolve this latest
impediment to liberty together with
our vote in November 2021.

Edward T. Stellingwerf
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Plerotic – Restoring or producing

anew; such as in tissue
2. Springal – An active young man
3. Fustigate – To beat with a stick or

club
4. Lentigo – A freckle or freckly con-

dition of the skin

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ROUSANT
1. A large fruit bat native to the islands

of the Pacific
2. In heraldry, designating a bird, ris-

ing as if preparing to fly
3. A coarse product from tin dressing
4. An ornamental piece of plaster work

in the center of a ceiling or panel
TROLLOP

1. An untidy or dirty woman
2. Moving in a hopping or skipping

manner
3. In mines, a troughlike drain made of

wood
4. A scallop or large mollusk

ACRISY
1. Condition in which no right judg-

ment can be formed
2. Relating to or affecting external

surfaces
3. Sharpness; eagerness
4. Disbelief in God

QUEME
1. An oak tree
2. A pustule or pimple
3. Minced chicken or veal, mixed with

eggs and bread crumbs in the shape of a
ball

4. To please

We Need to See History In Context,
Not Through the Lens of Today

Not far into our memory banks is the vision of the
statue of Saddam Hussein being toppled by a free
Iraqi people. Go back a little further, and we recall
East Germans tearing down the Berlin Wall. Actions
of people who longed for freedom, who had lived for
decades under oppressive and murderous regimes.
Now, statues are being toppled around our country,
some (like the statue of Frederick Douglass in New
York) clearly without thought.

Competing petitions are circulating in Scotch
Plains to remove or keep a statue honoring Christo-
pher Columbus near town hall. The petition counts
are relatively close, with the petition to keep the
statue ahead by just over 200 signatures.

The “Columbus” statue in Scotch Plains, one
could argue, is not really a statue of Columbus. It is
a hand, holding a half-globe with three ships sailing
across it. It is a beautiful work of art, by Lennox
Brown, then a Newark resident and Union County
College student. Although we have tried to locate
him to find out his thoughts, we have as yet been
unable to. The hand could be Columbus, or it could
be King Ferdinand, or it could be the hand of G-d.

By today’s standards Columbus was a bad guy, and
his brothers were arguably worse. An interesting part
of the Columbus story is that when he brought some
enslaved people of then “Hispanola” to Queen Isabella
as a gift, she made him bring them back. The Spanish
had just completed expelling and torturing Jews and
Muslims. Murder and torture were fine, but appar-
ently slavery was a step too far...But that was the way
of the time – if people were different; get them out of
here, enslave them, or kill them.

The crimes the Columbus brothers committed
in the new world are heinous; Columbus was
actually arrested and brought back to Spain in
chains, but ultimately released to make yet an-

other voyage across the seas.
We would argue that the statue in Scotch Plains is

not just about Columbus. Think for a moment about
all the young men who dared to join those crews, who
made it to “the new world” or who lost their lives on
what, when you think about it, was a truly crazy
expedition. Their journey kicked off the colonization
of the Americas.

Virtually every period of significant advancement
in history was accompanied by evil activities or
people who did evil things. We can acknowledge
their accomplishments without ignoring their sins.
We seem to be living in a world where people are
judged by, hung, tarred and feathered for, only the
worst thing they ever did or said. There is no credit for
time given, or contribution to society. If the person
who develops the cure for Covid-19 turns out to be a
terrible person, would we reject it because of that?

Vegetarians and vegans believe that eventually our
society will stop consuming meats, and they may be
correct, considering that Covid-19 and other diseases
frequently originate from our carnivorous lifestyle.
Hopefully, the vast majority of us will not be consid-
ered unforgivable sinners by the future solely be-
cause we regularly grabbed a burger at lunch. While
this comparison with the crimes of Columbus may
seem ridiculous and dismissive, it is given to accen-
tuate the point that history must be viewed through
the lens of its time, and not through the lens of our
current evolution.

For better or worse, Columbus’ journey was part of
the process that brought us all here today. Each step
in a journey is important, whether it is a good or a bad
step. But we must learn from each step, particularly
the ones where we step in a pile of crap. If we do not
study history, if we fail to read the whole story, we
will, in fact, fail.

Blue Line a Voliates of
Federal Highway Manual

Recent letters have suggested a
"blue line" be painted on a Westfield
street as a "balance" against the Black
Lives Matter movement. However, a
30-second Google search quickly re-
veals that painting a blue line on a
street is in violation of Section 3G.01
of the Federal Highway
Administration's (FHA) Manual on
Uniform Traffic Control Devices. A
2016 letter from the FHA to Somerset
County (NJ) in response to that
country's request for interpretation of
the regulation can be found at https:/
/mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov/resources/inter-
pretations/3_09_41.htm.

William Lavelle
Westfield

Letters to
the Editor

Redevelopment: Code Word for
Urbanization, High-Density Structures

The “Preliminary Investigation Down-
town Parking Lots, Westfield, NJ” pro-
vided our Town Council and Planning
Board the legal precedence to designate
seven parking lots as in need of redevel-
opment. On June 30, the Council did just
that by passing a redevelopment resolu-
tion (8-1) designating all seven parcels
in this manner. The “redevelopment”
designation is generally made under the
banner of progress. But progress result-
ing in urbanization and high-density
structures including apartments, result
in higher population, congestion and
lower quality of life.

The investigation, however, failed to
substantiate that the lots were “a detri-
ment to public safety & health” or “falling
into disuse, or their usefulness and public
acceptance.” The investigation was based
largely on the “Princeton v. Concerned
Citizens” court precedence, but down-

town Westfield isn’t Princeton, nor should
it be.

Setting aside that Princeton had only
one parcel designation and Westfield now
has seven, many of the investigation’s
statements were counterintuitive but more
importantly conflict with the Master Plan
survey responses. The #1 goal of the
Master Plan Reexamination was “to pro-
vide adequate light, air and open space by
establishing, administering and enforc-
ing bulk, density and design standards.”
The Survey results overwhelmingly sup-
port maintaining the character of our
downtown.

On Urbanization: “Parking lots leave
gaps in the urban form. … Broken street
walls detract from walkability, a negative
impact on commercial activity.” The con-
sultants believe that an uninterrupted wall
of buildings in Westfield is more com-
mercially appealing than landscaped
breaks. Our new Lot 7 that converted the
end of Lenox Ave. with additional park-
ing and nice landscaping is barely 18
months old, yet deemed obsolete by the
Planning Board & Council. Do residents
desire a multi-level structure here, or
perhaps on Watterson Street that sits across
from one of our grammar school, as the
investigation recommends?

On Walkability & Safety: “Surface
parking lots detract from health, safety
and welfare by discouraging walkability.”
The investigation noted that some lots
lacked adequate striping for pedestrians
and directional painting, which could eas-
ily be remedied. The investigation failed
to provide any comparison data that park-
ing decks are any safer or more walkable
than parking lots, but merely conjectured
that multi-level structures promote both.

Bill West
Westfield

Resident Opposes Use of
Brightwood Park for Bike Trails

My family and I have lived in
Westfield for more than 25 years
and are frequent users of
Brightwood Park. We strongly op-
pose the effort by the Jersey Off
Road Bicycling Association
(JOBRA) to install bike trials in the
park.

I urge you to review the records
and consult with your colleagues
from the Union County Board of
Freeholders who voted against
JOBRA's efforts to construct trails
in Watchung Reservation in 2017.
The council decision was motivated
by concerns over liability in the
event of an accident and the loss of
open space.

Please consider the following:
1. Brightwood Park has limited

parking and certainly cannot ac-
commodate the mountain bike teams
which JOBRA  supports. In addi-
tion, as a  Green Acres funded area
the Town must comply with Section
7:36-25.10(d) of the Green Acres
law which requires access to the
park be made available for resi-
dents of any town which raises the
specter of large numbers of groups
from all over the state descended on
the last undeveloped area in our
community.  In addition, the Green
Acres law limits what development
is allowed in the park.

2. The tort law and liability insur-
ance issues are complex. I will be
happy to provide you with a copy of
the lawsuit filed against Cedar
Grove, Montclair, Essex County and
Mills Reservation Park in Essex
County court  last year by the family
of Kerry James Rivera a New Jer-
sey firefighter who was killed while
riding his mountain bike in the park
on  June 26, 2017. The lawsuit
claims that the local police, DPW
employees, and other township of-

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

REPORTERS  WANTED
We are seeking detail-ori-
ented, self-starting, disci-
plined journalists and com-
municators with integrity; who
have a passion for reporting
the facts.
An individual who takes own-
ership of their news stories/
beat and can work
collaboratively with other re-
porters and editors.
Report, write, capture visual
content, edit and produce sto-
ries for multiple platforms on
deadline.
Experience in using social
media for news gathering and
promotion a plus.
Please email resume and clips
to: press@goleader.com

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Thank You for Your

Continued Support

of Local Journalism

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
Means PLUS BUSINESS

for YOU!

ficials "knew or should have known"
of dangerous conditions on the trail.
Regardless of the truth of the alle-
gations all lawsuits  must be de-
fended and if the insurance carriers
for the defendants agree the Rivera
suit is a covered claim they will
likely consider it as a factor when
calculating the rates they charge
going forward.

3. While I respect JOBRA's pas-
sion and commitment I must ques-
tion its promises that its members
will create and maintain the trails.
Moreover, the costs of  the neces-
sary Environmental Impact Studies
and other permits will likely be
borne by  Westfield  taxpayers..

4. Brightwood Park is one of the
only parks in our community which
is undeveloped and free of sports
facilities and crowds. It is the sole
refugee for hikers, bird watchers,
dog walkers, and nature lovers. The
recent pandemic has demonstrated
how valuable untouched areas such
as Brightwood Park are for the emo-
tional and physical health of resi-
dents of all ages.

5. Our community is still recov-
ering from the bitter battle over the
ice rink which set neighbor against
neighbor and consumed thousands
of hours of resources that could
have been spent on more important
issues . I urge you to please think
long and hard before you agree to
put Westfield through something
like that again.

Kathleen Browne Pindilli
Westfield

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2019 AUDIT REPORT

OF BOROUGH OF GARWOOD AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S.A. 40A:5-7

COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS

DECEMBER DECEMBER
31, 2019 31, 2018

ASSETS

Cash and Investments $3,154,125.73 $2,812,321.42
Taxes, Assessments and Liens Receivable  177,408.53 189,332.38
Property Acquired for Taxes-Assessed Value  17,974.00 17,974.00
Accounts Receivable  640,550.56 551,143.72
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation -
 General Capital  5,927,451.05 4,273,703.94
General Fixed Assets  9,369,467.79 8,375,948.96
Deferred Charges to Revenue
 of Succeeding Years  112,000.00 140,000.00

 TOTAL ASSETS $19,398,977.66 $16,360,424.42

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE

Bonds and Notes Payable $5,401,691.00 $3,716,735.00
Improvement Authorizations  1,337,924.66 1,184,073.31
Other Liabilities and Special Funds  2,198,091.66 1,969,755.56
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable  207,962.23 218,919.37
Fund Balance 883,840.32 894,992.22
Investments in General Fixed Assets 9,369,467.79 8,375,948.96

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE $19,398,977.66 $16,360,424.42

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE - CURRENT FUND

YEAR 2019 YEAR 2018

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED

Fund Balance Utilized $625,000.00 $755,500.00
Miscellaneous - From Other Than
      Local Property Tax Levies 1,648,075.55 1,410,471.75
Collection of Delinquent Taxes
      and Tax Title Liens 157,979.58 206,264.10
Collection of Current Tax Levy 18,491,321.15 18,094,587.95

TOTAL INCOME $20,922,376.28 $20,466,823.80

EXPENDITURES

Budget Expenditures:
 Municipal Purposes $7,978,218.31 $7,822,364.69
County Taxes 3,856,667.78 3,865,106.95
Local School Taxes  8,481,320.00 8,139,501.00
Other Expenditures  1,665.41

TOTAL EXPENDITURES $20,317,871.50 $19,826,972.64

Excess in Revenue to Fund Balance $604,504.78 $639,851.16

Fund Balance, January 1 863,085.66 978,734.50
$1,467,590.44 $1,618,585.66

Less:  Utilization as Anticipated Revenue 625,000.00 755,500.00

Fund Balance, December 31 $842,590.44 $863,085.66

RECOMMENDATIONS

NONE

The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Borough
of Garwood, County of Union, for the calendar year 2019.  This report of audit, submitted
by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and Certified Public
Accountants, is on file at the Borough Clerk’s office and may be inspected by any
interested person.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk

1 T - 07/16/20, The Leader Fee: $121.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
virtual published meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, on
July 9, 2020.  It will be further considered
for final passage, after public hearing
thereon, at a virtual meeting of the Bor-
ough Council to be held on July 23, 2020
at 7:15 P.M.  In response to the COVID-19
emergency, pursuant to Governor
Murphy’s 2020 NJ Executive Orders Nos.
103, 107, et seq., and per the correspond-
ing guidelines issued by the N.J.D.C.A.
Division of Local Government Services,
the meeting will be conducted virtually, via
RingCentral, and the meeting is acces-
sible to the public at the below login:

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or An-
droid:

https://meetings.ringcentral.com/j/
6432970558

Alternatively, you may dial in to hear/
participate at audio dial-in:  Telephone:
Dial: +1 (646) 357-3664,

Meeting ID: 643 297 0558

During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting the text
of the full ordinance will be available to the
general public on the Borough’s website
(www.garwood.org).  The summary of the
terms of such bond ordinance follows:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 20-09

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE UNDER-
TAKING OF THE 2020 SIDE-
WALK REPAIR/REPLACE-
MENT AND TREE REMOVAL/
REPLACEMENT PROGRAM
AT VARIOUS LOCATIONS IN,
BY AND FOR THE BOROUGH
OF GARWOOD, IN THE
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $225,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAY-
MENT, TO APPROPRIATE A
COUNTY GRANT, TO AUTHO-
RIZE THE ISSUANCE OF
BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH
APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BOND ANTICIPA-
TION NOTES IN ANTICIPA-
TION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s):  Undertaking of the 2020
Sidewalk Repair/Replacement and Tree
Removal/Replacement Program at vari-
ous locations in, by and for the Borough.

Appropriation:  $225,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized:  $180,900
Grants (if any) Appropriated:  $35,000
Section 20 Costs:  $36,000
Useful Life:  10 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Municipal Clerk

Borough of Garwood
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 07/16/20, The Leader Fee: $67.83

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. #ZBA-20-
002 to be located in Zone: R-4, on the
premises known as 128 North Lehigh Av-
enue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Block
No. 524, Lot No. 8, has been submitted by:
Diana Egan of 128 North Lehigh Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit:

Seeking a design waiver to construct a 6
foot fence on the side street yard (front
yard.) and any additional relief that may be
required from the board.

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, and in order to
comply with the Executive Orders signed
by Governor Murphy and in an effort to
follow best practices recommended by the
United States Center for Disease Control
(CDC), The Zoning Board of Adjustment
will conduct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEAR-
ING on this Application at which time all
interested persons will be given an oppor-
tunity to he heard. This hearing will be
electronically presented, as described
below, on Monday, August 10, 2020 at
7:45 p.m. Those who wish to attend and
participate in the virtual meeting to ask
questions, make public comments or to
present any objections to the granting of
this Application should follow the instruc-
tions and complete the registration form
available by activating the link to the VIR-
TUAL PUBLIC HEARING that will be in-
cluded on the meeting agenda for the
Zoning Board of Adjustment which will be
posted on the Township of Cranford’s
website at least 48 hours prior to the date
of the scheduled hearing.

A copy of the Application, plans and
related documents are on file in the Plan-
ning/Zoning Office of the Cranford Town-
ship Municipal Building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016,
but are currently not available for public
inspection in the Municipal Building due to
the COVID-19 public health emergency.
All documents related to this Application
will be available for review on the
Township’s website at https://
www.cranfordnj.org/zoning-board-ad-
justment at least 10 days prior to the
hearing date.  For more information and
any questions on how to access the virtual
meeting or how to review the meeting
agenda, project plans and application
materials, please contact the Board’s ad-
ministrator, Ms. Kathy Lenahan by phone
at (908) 709-7211 or by email at K-
Lenahan@cranfordnj.org.

Applicant:
Diana Egan

128 North Lehigh Ave
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 07/16/20, The Leader Fee: $61.12

Westfield Resident Makes
Case Against Need for Blue Line

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

JULY 21, 2020 MEETING NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that due to the public health emergency
caused by Coronavirus, and the Governor’s
Executive Order 107, the Township of
Scotch Plains will conduct the July 21,
2020 Conference-Business Meeting
remotely and by electronic means. The
Township Council will commence their
Conference Business meeting at 7:00 pm.
In accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (the
“Open Public Meetings Act”) the July 21,
2020 Conference-Business Meeting  will
be open to the public by electronic means,
and as such, members of the public may
view the meeting by livestream on our
public access Channels FIOS 22 and
Comcast 34;  or on Facebook Live;  Public
Comment will be available through call in
during the appropriate comment portions
at 908-322-2076.

Members of the public who prefer not to,
or do not have the means to, participate in
the teleconference, may continue to par-
ticipate in the July 21, 2020 Conference-
Business Meeting by emailing comments
relative to agenda items and/or on any
governmental issue that a member of the
public feels may be of concern to the
residents of Scotch Plains to the Township
Clerk at blacina@scotchplainsnj.com.  All
relevant comments received will be read
into the record during each Regular
Meeting’s Public Comment Portion, prior
to the Township Council’s consideration of
ordinances or resolutions for adoption, and
will be addressed accordingly by the Town-
ship Council. All emails must be submit-
ted and received by the Township Clerk no
later than noon of the corresponding
Conference-Business Meeting
date and, as is always the
case, must include the public
m e m b e r ’ s  f u l l
name and address and agenda item or
governmental issue to which comments
are being referred for the record. Agendas
will be posted for the public’s viewing on
the Township’s official website
at scotchplainsnj.gov.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties.  Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 07/16/20, The Times Fee: $51.00

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 8/6/2020 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFER-
ENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:

Route 22 Chestnut Street Bridge Replacement (CR 626), Contract No.
055043610, Reconstruction and Structure, Township of Union, Union County

Federal Project No: NHP-0022(344); UPC NO: 043610; DP No: 20126
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 07/16/20, 07/23/20 and 07/30/20, The Leader Fee: $211.14

I write in response to the July 2
letter to the editor entitled “Blue
Line Should Be Painted to Support
Police, First Responders.” I believe
that this letter is greatly misleading.
I have three main responses I wish to
share: first, regarding autonomous
zones (so-called “anarchist seg-
ments”), second, regarding the im-
portance of the police department in
Westfield, and finally, regarding the
premise of the blue line itself. I hope
that my own letter can serve to create
productive conversation within our
community.

I infer that “anarchists taking over
local segments” refers to the Capitol
Hill Autonomous Zone in Seattle and
other similar zones. You write that
cities are burning, a statement which
completely misinterprets the struc-
ture and goals of such zones. The
Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone in-
cludes a sign stating “You are now
entering free cap hill,” a sentiment
which draws inspiration from the Free
Derry autonomous zone.  For those
who are not familiar, during the
Troubles in Northern Ireland, an area
of Derry was taken over by Irish Na-
tionalist activists as a self-declared
autonomous zone in an effort to end
discrimination by the Protestant gov-
ernment against the Catholic minor-
ity. Though the Irish movement is

vastly different, understanding the
history behind such autonomous
zones creates critical context. The
Capitol Hill Autonomous Zone and
other sites are not areas of anarchy,
but borrow from a history of reclama-
tion of autonomy in resistance to op-
pression.  Seattle is not burning be-
cause of this zone; a quick internet
search reveals that the zone has hosted
speeches, concerts, and movie nights
intended to educate the public on
racial injustice. Westfield is not un-
der a direct military threat as you
seem to imply — unless one does not
take their research further than read-
ing President Trump’s tweet calling
the activists “ugly Anarchists.”

You state that “the Westfield Po-
lice Departments unwavering ser-
vice to our town has never been
more important, more critical, more
needed than NOW.” Your assess-
ment of the department’s service as
“unwavering” proves exactly why
Black Lives Matter is necessary.
Westfield is lucky to have a police
force which, for the most part, re-
spects and serves its citizens. The
US Census data from 2010 shows
that Westfield is 84.7 percent white,
with only 3.0 percent of the popula-
tion identifying as Black or African
American. As a majority white town,
it is expected that our police force
does the right thing and is a benefi-
cial resource; we do not experience
police violence in the same ways
which majority Black communities
do. It is an incredible privilege that
you can rely on the police depart-
ment to protect you from violence
and unrest, when so many Black
citizens instead fear that police pres-
ence will only cause further violence
and unrest.

Finally, I disagree that a painted
blue line is necessary to show sup-
port for the Westfield Police Depart-
ment. Such blue lines are associated
with the “Blue Lives Matter” move-
ment. There is no such thing as a
“blue life”; every police officer chose
this profession, and is able to take
time off or quit entirely. Black people
do not have these same privileges,
hence the necessity of the Black Lives
Matter movement. Police officers
have in no way been subject to sys-
temic oppression or discrimination,
making such shows of support un-
necessary and removing attention
from the important discussion of ra-
cial injustice which our community
should be having.

If you truly respect our police de-
partment, you will engage in mean-
ingful conversation about how their
work may be improved and supported
by increased funding to additional
community resources. Let’s build a
better Westfield for everyone.

Grace Brown
Westfield

We Cannot Deny Columbus’
Effects on Our History

At a time when there is so much
constraint on thought, speech and ac-
tivity, I welcome the distraction pro-
vided by the discussion surrounding
the statue honoring the accomplish-
ments of Christopher Columbus in
front of the Scotch Plains Municipal
Building. Of course, exactly what those
accomplishments actually were is open
to debate – I personally believe that
there should be more statues honoring
(and more venom directed toward) the
Scandinavians who sailed the seas
before him or the Indo-Asians who
crossed the land bridge across what is
now the Bering Strait. But some things
seem pretty clear to me.

First, I like to think that most
people are rational, which means
they have rational reasons for doing
things which encompass a combina-
tion of idealism, escape, opportu-
nity, survival and greed. How these
are weighted might vary according
to circumstance and the individual,
but I would be willing to bet that
most of those manning ships that by
all accounts were sailing into the
unknown and could fall off the edge
of the Earth were not doing it out of
idealism. It is likely that they were
not nice people.

Secondly, “nice” is itself a luxury.
It is easy to be idealistic and “nice”
when you have enough — quite a bit
more difficult when you are perse-
cuted or struggling to get by. That
said, the ideals themselves are no less
worthy for how they were derived or
to what extent they have actually been
achieved over the years (remember
that, whatever the other failings of
our Founding Fathers, they were lit-
erally betting their lives in going up
against the might of the British

Crown). Great things can be accom-
plished with drive, ambition and vi-
sion; great things can also be accom-
plished by adherence to ideals rein-
forced by education, religion and fam-
ily. There exists an uneasy coexist-
ence in the context of any society –
socialist or capitalist (“From each
according to ability, to each accord-
ing to need” is actually applicable to
both depending on how the weight is
applied to either side of the phrase). It
is a triumph of this country to date
that we continue to try to recognize
that mankind is more than the sum of
economic units notwithstanding the
failures that accumulate over time.

Finally, any kind of change brings
unintended consequences. Whether
those consequences are seen as posi-
tive or negative will be a function of
time, circumstance and individual
interpretation. I think it important to
remember that, while the United States
is not all that it could be, and it will
never be, no society has even come
close to the effort made here toward
that end. That effort continues –
pushed on by people with vision and
imagination.

I do not have to like Christopher
Columbus, his crew, their actions or
the results of them. I cannot deny
their courage, vision or imagination,
which deserve acknowledgment.  The
United States — being a product of
exploration, resulting colonization
and expansion across a continent —
cannot and should not deny its own
history which – like it or not – began
(at least in European terms) in 1492.
The statue should stay.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that a public hear-
ing will be held by the Planning Board of
the Borough of Mountainside on Tues-
day, July 28, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. for the
following application:

Alison Griggs, 323 Partridge Run, Block
3.09, Lot 2. The proposed development
involves and requires the granting of vari-
ance relief from the following requirements
of the ordinance: side yard setback 4174 &
4189 so as to permit a generator.

Due to the Covid-19 public health crisis,
the regularly scheduled public meeting will
be conducted electronically and/or by tele-
phone using ‘ZOOM.’  Members of the
public who wish to participate in the meet-
ing may do so telephonically or by com-
puter using the following information:

Online: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
85815403406?pwd=Y0poWGhORHJteWEx
QTNLZDhzZGRsQT09

Dial In:   +1 929 205 6099 US (New York)
Meeting ID: 858 1540 3406
Password: 454672

Individuals calling in or connecting via
streaming video will be able to participate
in the meeting, including public comment.
In addition, public viewing and participa-
tion will be available and a link to the
meeting will be posted on the Borough
website: www.mountainside-nj.com.

The file maps and plans for the applica-
tion will be available on the Borough website
prior to the meeting. Copies of the applica-
tion, including any supporting plans and
other documents are public records and
thereby are also available for public in-
spection by appointment at the
Mountainside Municipal Building, 1385
Route 22, Mountainside, New Jersey be-
tween the hours of 8:30AM and 4:30PM by
contacting contact Pat Gilstrap at 908-
232-2409.

At the public hearing, members of the
public may participate personally or through
an attorney and ask questions, give evi-
dence or make a statement concerning the
granting of this application.

Applicant
Alison Griggs

323 Partridge Run
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

1 T - 07/16/20, The Leader Fee: $46.92

NJSPBA Applauds Court Ruling on
Releasing Officer Information

WOODBRIDGE — Calling it a
“great first step”, New Jersey State
Policemen’s Benevolent Association
(NJSPBA) President Patrick Colligan
released the following statement on
July 8 thanking the Appellate Divi-
sion for granting the request by the
State PBA and a number of other law
enforcement unions for a stay of the
Attorney General’s Directives requir-
ing law enforcement agencies to re-
lease the names of law enforcement
officers who were issued major disci-
pline since 2000.

A number of law enforcement agen-
cies intended to release and publish
this information by July 15. This
means that law enforcement agencies
cannot publish the names of law en-
forcement officers who have been
issued major discipline and summa-
ries of that discipline pending further
order of the Court.

Colligan and the NJSPBA were
among a number of concerned mem-
bers of the law enforcement commu-
nity who immediately rushed to the

defense of members of law enforce-
ment to ensure that confidential and
personal files could not be simply
released by fiat with no examination
of the legality and potentially devas-
tating consequences that will surely
accompany the Attorney General’s
decree.

 “We have consistently said that we
are willing to work with the Attorney
General towards a resolution that is
fair, just as we always have,” said
Colligan. “In the absence of partner-
ship that allows us all to root out bad
actors without sacrificing individuals
who will be unfairly ruined in the rush
to secure a soundbite, we will continue
to pursue any and all legal remedies.We
know that this is an ongoing process,
but this ruling is a great first step for
our members and for the public at
large.”

The case will be argued before the
Appellate Division in October and the
Appellate Division will issue a deci-
sion on whether to permanently stay
the Attorney General’s Directives.

Columbus Statue in Scotch Plains
Commemorates Explorer’s Courage

In terms of full disclosure, my wife,
Margaret, and I, who have been resi-
dents of Scotch Plains since 1969, have
both signed an online petition that was
circulated to retain the sculpture com-
memorating the voyage of Christopher
Columbus.

As I read The Scotch Plains Fanwood
Times piece by Fred Rossi headlined
“Debate Over Statues Focuses On Co-
lumbus Monument,” I am struck by
George Ulerio II’s reported statement
that it was “very well-documented” that
Columbus “was responsible for the rape,
murder and enslavement of millions of
people,” including “my ancestors.” Mr.
Ulerio states that while crimes against
humanity do not represent the values of
our town, he goes on to assert that hav-
ing a monument commemorating that
courageous, ancient mariner, somehow
signifies that our town condones rape,
murder, and slavery; the implication
being that failure to remove the sculp-
ture would label our town as depraved.
Mr. Ulerio is extremely fortunate that his
ancestors arrived in America at some
unspecified point, which seems to have
been over 500 years ago since he at-
tributes their being here to Columbus, as
he now lives in a country that allows him
to make those assertions for which he

provides no citations.
Lennox Brown’s design is testimony

to Columbus’ courage and as such should
be commemorated. It depicts the belief
of those times that the world was flat.
Guided only by the stars using celestial
navigation, Columbus navigated the
three tiny ships that he and his compan-
ions set sail in. Their voyage into the
unknown has resulted in a world that has
created as standard of living for BIL-
LIONS of people, including Mr. Ulerio,
far beyond what may have been envi-
sioned in 1492.

There are no perfect people in America
or walking the face of Earth for that matter.
In my opinion, most Americans believe
that the only perfect person to have done
so left Earth over 2,000 years ago.

When considering any petition for
the removal of the sculpture Mr. Brown
designed, I recommend that you con-
sider the following comment that has
been attributed to C. S. Lewis, “Be-
tween different ages there is no impar-
tial judge on earth, for no one stands
outside the historical process; and, of
course, no one is so completely en-
slaved to it as those who take our own
current age to be not one more period
but a final and permanent platform from
which we can see all other ages objec-
tively.” Having given Mr. Lewis’ com-
ment due consideration, I am confident
that you will see this matter in its proper
light and not as a contest of dueling
petitions, thank Mr. Ulerio for his views.
and have a bit of Columbus’ courage
and dismiss his petition.

John Cirrito
Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in
order to protect the health, safety and
welfare of our citizens and consistent with
the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.
10:4-6 et seq., through standards promul-
gated by the State of New Jersey, Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, and Executive
Orders 103 and 107, the regular meeting
of the Planning Board of the Township of
Scotch Plains scheduled for Monday, July
27, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. will be held by
online/virtual means and telephonically
only.

The agenda for the meeting on July 27,
2020 will be posted on the Township of
Scotch Plains Website.  Members of the
public who wish to monitor and/or partici-
pate in the public meeting may join from a
computer or capable device at:

Join Zoom Meeting
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j /
89771696757?pwd=cndnTUt6YmsveUVXK28
vRzROcXk1QT09

Meeting ID: 897 7169 6757
Password: 280478

or join by telephone by dialing +1 646
558 8656 and entering the above noted
Meeting ID when prompted.

Alternately, members of the public may
contact the Clerk/Land Use Secretary by
email at srapant@scotchplainsnj.com or
by phone, during regular business hours,
at (908) 322-6700 x 307 prior to the meet-
ing in order to ask any questions if encoun-
tering any difficulty with the options de-
scribed in this notice.

Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Secretary

1 T - 07/16/20, The Times Fee: $36.21
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section

 Pages 7-9

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times — Full accounts are
in the archives for the corresponding
years.

June 30, 2019: Two familiar Dis-
trict 12 teams met face-to-face in the
second round of Pool N play of the
Cal Ripken 12U State Tournament
hosted by Westfield on June 30. The
Mountainside team received superb
performances from starting pitcher
Mike Liloia and reliever Anthony
Denora to earn their team a 5-1 vic-
tory over the hosting team, Westfield
White, on Gumbert Field 1.

Liloia pitched the first four innings
and permitted no runs on three hits
and three walks, while striking out
five Blue Devils. Denora was on the
mound for two innings and allowed

one run on two hits, while walking
five and striking out three batters.
Westfield White went with starter Billy
Gerne, who pitched four innings and
allowed two runs on six hits and three
walks, while striking out two batters.
Grant Como came to the mound in the
fifth inning and allowed three runs on
three hits and two walks.

Mountainside leadoff hitter Dylan
Gardner rapped a pair of doubles with
one RBI in his four plate appear-
ances. Alex Adornato singled twice,
and Ryan Hilongos went 2-for-2 with
an RBI. Blue Devil Billy Gerne
reached base in all three of his at-bats
with a pair of singles and a walk.
Jonny Sica went 1-for-1 and scored
Westfield White’s only run. Zach
Mendoza, who walked twice, had the
only RBI. Brody Henderson and Luke
Bracco, who also walked, each had a
single.

July 2, 2019: “Fun” and brushing
up on the fundamentals were the pri-
mary objectives for an 8U baseball

game and both teams blended plenty
of fun with plenty of action when the
Clark Bombers faced the Westfield
White at Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield
on July 2. In a game that featured 17

walks, eight hit batters, 14 awarded
hits, 26 strikeouts, a mass of stolen
bases, numerous challenging ground
balls and some very interesting plays,
the Clark visitors came out on top
with a 14-6 victory.

Jack Thompson had five RBI for
the Bombers, which included a pair of
two-run singles. Chris Oligino had an
RBI single and scored once for
Westfield and Joe DeSimone also
rapped an RBI single and scored once.

June 30, 2018: The “Big Bang”
theory played itself out baseball style
between the top-seeded Millburn
Millers and the second-seeded

Cranford Cougars in the 12U Cham-
pionship game of the Cal Ripken, Jr.
District 12 Tournament held at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June
30. Similar to their 10-0 victory over
the Westfield Blue in the semifinals,
the Cougars came out slugging even
more so to claim the title with a 13-4
victory over the Millers.

The Cougars amassed 15 hits, which
included four home runs and a double.
Shea Grady, who scored three times,
whacked a pair of solo home runs,
one in the first inning and the second
in the fifth. In between, he was inten-
tionally walked twice. Jack Zambito
went 3-for-4 with a solo homer, three
RBI and three runs scored. Sean Woo-
druff blasted a two-run homer and an
RBI single, walked once and scored
twice. Dennis McCaffery doubled,
singled, was hit-by-a-pitch and scored
once. Owen Baratta singled twice and
scored once.

July 5, 2018: Opportunities were
abundant and each team took advan-

tage of them offensively in a match-
up between the Chatham Cougars 12U
team and the Westfield 12Us in New
Providence Green League action at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on July
5. In the end, the Westfield Silver
managed to seize the most opportuni-
ties to earn a 20-17 victory.

The Westfield Silver totaled 15 hits
and mixed them with nine walks and
a number of errors to stay ahead of
Chatham. Every player received four
plate appearances and played various
defensive positions. The Silver con-
sisted of Evan Dunham, Owen Dun-
ham, Tristan Callow, Jeremy Cruz,
Christian Malgieri, Zach Korr, Paul
Shyposh, Owen Hilliard, Max
Victorino and Peter Mignemi.

Shyposh rapped three singles, scored
twice and knocked in three runs. Cruz
went 3-for-3, which included a ground
rule double, walked once, scored all
four times and added two RBI. Lead-
off hitter Evan Dunham went 3-for-3,
walked once, scored twice and had an
RBI. Korr went 2-for-2, walked twice,
scored three times and had an RBI.
Hilliard hit an RBI single, scored twice
and walked twice. Callow had an RBI
single and scored twice. Owen Dun-

ham singled and scored twice and
Victorino scored once.

July 2, 2017: Two 5-0 teams facing
each other, so something had to give.
And the giving began in the bottom of
the second inning when Millburn-Short
Hills scored six runs, added another
six in the third then held the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood White scoreless in the
top of the fourth to earn the Cal Ripken
10U District 12 crown with a 13-3,
three and one-half inning victory at
Booth Field in Scotch Plains on July 2.

Both teams proved that they had
members, who could hit the long ball
as Raider Dom Erbafina hammered a
three-run home run in the first inning
scoring Bobby Christiansen and AJ
Saccento, who had both singled, and
Miller Alex Faust blasted a three-run
shot in the second. Faust added a two-
run single to finish with five RBI.
Raider Jack Sponheimer just missed
a home run with a double off the
centerfield fence and Miller Billy
Gerne (1-for-2, walk, 3 RBI) sizzled
a two-run double in the third.

July 5, 2017: Two familiar friendly
foes faced each other once again, this
time in a New Providence 12U Green
League game between Berkeley

Heights and Westfield White at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on July
5. In the past, both teams have been
on the winning side of high-scoring,

as well as low-scoring contests but
Berkeley Heights made strong con-
tact at the plate, worked several walks,
pulled off several fine defensive plays
and capitalized on several Westfield
White miscues to emerge with a 17-4,
four-inning triumph.

Westfield White managed five hits
and were allowed no free passes. With
no player getting more than two at-
bats, Leo Mangiamele doubled and
scored once. Jared Goldman and Ben
Kelly each rapped an RBI single and
scored once, Kevin Halleran singled
and scored once and Brendan Percival
singled in his one plate appearance.
Theo Sica had an RBI sac fly. Ethan
Stack and Matt Parrish each reached
base on an error.

July 6, 2017: Nearly everything
that could happen in a ballgame, balks,

double plays, pickoffs, stolen bases,
hard hitting and spectacular run-sav-
ing catches, did happen in the New
Providence Gold League 11U show-

down between the Cranford Blue and
the Westfield White at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield on July 6. The
Cranford Blue pulled off a pair of
double plays and two rally-killing
catches in the outfield, rapped four
doubles, and benefited from 12 walks
and a run-scoring balk call but still
had to hold back a Westfield White
surge to claim a 12-9 victory.

Cougar Sean Riley, who scored
twice, collected three of his four RBI
on a bases-loaded double in the top of
the fourth inning. Tom Buckman
poked a two-run single and an RBI
single, walked once and scored once.
Ryan Carracino doubled and scored
twice. Nick Kelly rapped an RBI
double and Leo Kapetanakis doubled
and scored once.

* A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Adult & Youth Sports *

David B. Corbin (July 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WAITING FOR THE RELAY...Cranford first baseman Evan Kanterman waits
for the relay as Raider Matt DeGado legs out a single in the first inning at
Memorial Field in Cranford on July 11, 2013.

David B. Corbin (July 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING GOOD CONTACT...Westfield 14U’s Caitlin Clancy raps a single in
the second inning and adds another in the third against Roselle Park at Memorial
1 Field in Westfield on July 8, 2015. Westfield defeated Roselle Park, 7-1.

David B. Corbin (July 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFULLY SWIPING SECOND…Westfield Blue’s Mike Ukrainskij, No.
17, plows into second base as South Orange/Maplewood shortstop Quinn Krais
prepares to catch the throw at Gumbert 2 Field on July 9, 2011.

David B. Corbin (July 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THIRD BASE...Clark Bomber Cody Alicea swipes third base in the
first inning as Westfield White third baseman Joe DeSimone attempts to get the
throw. Alicea had two hits and scored three runs as the Clark 8U Bombers defeated
Westfield White, 14-6, at Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield on July 2, 2019.

Deegan Roofing 21, Linwood Inn 12
Leading the Roofers were Damon

Roth (2 3Bs), Scott Mugele (2 2Bs,
3B), Farlan Alusik, Nick Russo (3B),
Tom Baldowski (2B, HR) and Marty
Marks, who each contributed three hits.
Paul Cassidy, Rich Johns and David
Dudas (3 hits apiece) led Linwood.
Douglas VW 24, Riverside Inn 13

Bill Dugan and Dave Wayman (with 4
hits), Ed Rodriquez, Hector Munoz,
Gene Antonucci and Bill Buteau (3 hits)
led Douglas. Brian Clark (2 RBI) and
Mario Fastiggi (3 hits) led Riverside.
Phenom Boyz 12, Tamar Jewelers 4

Tamar’s Vinnie Cordero homered.
Jun’s Contracting 20, Contact 5

Rookie Sage (pitching), John Segledi
(highlight film catch), and Steve
Sterensak, Segledi, Nick Mennona,
Dave Eckert, Walt Patrylo and Bruce
Evans (perfect at plate) led Jun.
Suspenders 15, Gwd Metal 14

Suspenders scored twice in the 7th
for victory. For Suspenders, Rob
Dlugosz (4-for-4, 2 doubles, 2 RBI),
Bobby Pulidore and Eric Hastrup (2
doubles, 2 RBI) led Suspenders.
Garwood Metal was led by Hall of
Famer Don Montefusco (4 hits), Rory
Caldwell and Bob Greco (4 RBI) with
3 hits apiece.
Advanced 8, Cranford VFW 3

Jerry Isolda (2 hits, 4 RBI), Frank
Mastrocola (pitching), Dave Morturano,
Billy Hillyer, Bruce Crawford and Emil
Cocca (2 hits each) led Advanced Fi-
nancial. Bob LaConti and Dan Ravetier
(2 hits each) paced Cranford.

Douglas VW 19, Jun Contracting 18
Dave Wayman (4H, 2B, BB), Bill

Buteau, Gene Antonucci and Ed
Rodriquez (3 hits each) led Douglas.
Steve Sterensak (3-for-4, HR), Nick
Mennona (4-for-5), Dave Eckert and
Rob Stratton (3-for-4) led Jun.
Cranford VFW 24, Suspenders 9

Robert LaConti (4-for-4, HR, 7
RBIs), Bob Ghiretti and Jeff Gerris (4-
for-4), Phil McGovern, Carl Gamba,
John Fiore and Bill Hinkle (3 hits each),
Dave Pringle (3-run HR) led Cranford.
Rich Gregorio (2-2, HR, 3B, 2 RBI),
Dante Brando, Gregg Herzfeld and Bill
Scheiner (3-for-3), led Suspenders.
Linwood Inn 27, Riverside 26

Brian Latham (7 hits), Joe Sarica (6
hits), Steve Lerner, Slope Rzewuski
and Leo DiGuilio (5 hits each) led
Linwood. Tim Mulhall homered. Brian
Clark (HR), John Llano (HR) and Rich
Polonitza (4 RBI apiece) and Al Dente
(HR) led Riverside.
Advanced 17, Phenom Boyz 16

Dave Morturano (4-for-4, 2-run HR),
Bruce Crawford and Mike Bernardo (3
hits, 2 RBI each), Dave Grandmaison
(2-run 3B) led Advanced.
Deegan 28, Contact Lens 13

Damon Roth (5-for-5, 3 2Bs, 7 RBI),
John Garced, Nick Russo, Doug Fischer,
Marty Marks and Marty Bernstein (3
hits each) led Deegan.
Tamar Jewelers 19, Garwood Metal 4

The victors had a balanced hitting
attack by the entire team. Garwood was
led by Don Montefusco (3 RBI) and
Greg Hartnett with 2 hits each.

David B. Corbin (July 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD THROW TO FIRST...Mountainside first baseman Alex Adornato watches
the ball sail past him on an attempted pickoff of Westfield White’s Zach Mendoza
in the second inning of the Cal Ripken 12U State Tournament game at Gumbert
Field 1 in Westfield on June 30, 2019. Mountainside won 5-1.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Results:

David B. Corbin (July 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAL RIPKEN 12U DISTRICT 12 CHAMPIONS....Rooted on by their cheerlead-
ers, the Cranford 12U baseball team defeated Millburn, 13-4, to claim the Cal
Ripken, Jr. District 12 Crown at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June 30, 2018.

With the start of the season delayed
due to COVID-19, St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Softball League kicked off
its 42nd season on July 9 at Brookside
Park with a match-up between St.
Michael and St. Anthony. Though the
rules have been adjusted with face
coverings for umpires and catchers,
distancing in dugouts, and no post-
game handshake lines, the spirit of
the league is alive and well.

The hecklers emerged from their
extended winter hibernation and ar-
rived at Brookside with face cover-
ings and unkempt beards to jeer at the
boys of summer. St. Mike, led by
skipper Chris Paterek, emerged with
9-5 victory over Bobby Camissa’s St.
Anthony squad.

Rich Pitonzo (3-3, 3 RBI) got things
started for St. Mike in the first inning
with the 3-run triple that plated Sal
Gano Jr., Glenn Gang, and Varu
Baboomian. St. Anthony tied things
up in the bottom of the second with
timely hits from Bruce Logan, Lewis
Blau and Rey Santiago.

With the score tied at four, St.
Mike’s offense erupted for five runs
in the sixth inning to secure the vic-
tory. Rich Reich, Pitonzo, Baboomian,
Mike Cunningham, Gang, Gano Jr,
and rookie Glenn Jones all had mul-
tiple hits for St Michael. Daryl
Palmieri, Blau, Eddie Fernandez,
Bruce Logan and Rey Santiago each
racked up multiple hits for St An-
thony

St. Mike Taps St. Anthony
In St. Bart’s Softball, 9-5

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO COLLIDE...The opening game between St. Michael and St. Anthony
featured a collision at first base (nobody injured) at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 9. A rag-tag team from St. Mike topped St. Anthony, 9-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

READY TO UNLEASH THE HAMMER...This Tamar Jeweler slugger whacked
a home run during a showdown with Garwood Metal at Jerseyland Field in Scotch
Plains on July 9. The Gem men flattened the Metal men, 19-4.

See more in depth Rear View
At goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
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Westfield White hit the ball hard
also and struck out only once but
Cougar pitchers Ed Toy and Buckman

permitted only three walks. Randy
Davis slapped a two-run single and
scored twice, Christian Schweiger
singled twice and scored twice and
Evan Sewald singled twice and had
two RBI. Lucas Rubiera went 2-for-
2, walked once and scored twice.

July 6, 2017: The Scotch Plains
Raiders made quick work of South
Orange-Maplewood’s Gray team with
an 18-0 victory over the visiting Cou-
gars in a New Providence 8U Gold
League game played on July 6 at
Booth Field in Scotch Plains. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood erupted for 16 runs
in the bottom of the first inning and
was never threatened the rest of the
way. Scotch Plains-Fanwood pitch-

ers Aden Yarnall, Avery George and
Declan Corrigan combined on a four
inning, one-hit shutout to improve the

Raiders record to 5-0.
July 3, 2016: Starting pitcher Sean

Woodruff and reliever Dennis
McCaffery combined to limit Millburn-
Short Hills to just two singles and two
walks to lead the Cranford 10U base-
ball team to an 11-1 victory in the
championship game of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament in Scotch Plains
on July 3. Woodruff pitched the first
three innings, allowing one unearned
run on one hit, while walking one and
striking out one. McCaffery pitched
the fourth and fifth innings and yielded
just one single and one walk, while
striking out one batter. First baseman
Dylan Faulk ended the game with a
leaping grab of a liner off the bat of

David Mischel.
Shea Grady went 2-for-3 with a

walk. McCaffery slammed a double,
Will Kahney knocked an RBI single
and Jack Zambito went 2-for-3 with
an RBI double. Owen Baratta went 2-
for-3 and scored twice.

July 6, 2016: Controlled pitching
and opportunistic hitting that blended
very well with a wealth of free passes
permitted the Westfield White to
cruise to a 22-1 victory over New
Providence in their final game of pool
play in the Cal Ripken 11U District
12 Tournament at Gumbert 3 Field in
Westfield on July 6.

Ben Kelly pitched the first inning,
followed by Noah Fischer, Matt
Parrish and Brendan Percival. The
result was a combined no-hitter, with
seven walks and seven strikeouts.

Fischer went 3-for-3 with a double,

three runs scored and two RBI. Owen
Callahan ripped a pair of RBI singles,
an RBI double and scored three times.
Kevin Halleran rapped a two-run
single and a double and scored once.
Kelly ripped an RBI double, singled,
walked twice and scored three times.
Peter Meixner scored in all three plate
appearances and added a pair of RBI.

July 2, 2015: Lightning strikes from
the bats of the top-seeded Cranford
11s resulted in a four-inning, 10-0,
jolting of the fourth-seeded New
Providence Little Pioneers in a semi-
final round game of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield.

The Cougars totaled seven hits but
five were for extra bases, including a
monstrous thunderclap, two-run home
run off the metal bat of Jake Chapman,
who also doubled and scored three
times. Lukas Ruby whacked a pair of
doubles, one an RBI ground-rule hop
over the centerfield fence, and walked.
Will Gallagher went 2-for-3 with two
RBI and scored twice.

July 8, 2015: Successful “Small
Ball” took its toll on the visiting
Roselle Park 14U Panthers when they
experienced a 7-1 setback to Westfield
in a Parkway Invitational Softball
League (PISL) game at Memorial
Field 1 in Westfield. The Blue Devils
squared off to bunt on numerous oc-
casions and were able to manufacture
four of their eight hits or advance the
base runners into scoring position.

Blue Devil pitcher Gen Howell went
the distance and limited the Panthers
to four singles, while striking out five.
Catcher Caitlin Clancy went 2-for-2
with two RBI and scored once. Lauren
Sullivan tapped a pair of singles,
walked and scored twice. Megan
Nieswenter had a pair of bunt singles,
walked and scored once. Lolly
Kamienski singled twice and added
an RBI. Anne Friel walked three times
and scored once. Howell walked twice
and scored once. Muriel Maloney
walked once and had an RBI. Rachel
Rothenberg had an RBI sacrifice bunt.

July 3, 2014: The Westfield 12U
baseball team recently participated in
the Cooperstown Dreams Park Base-
ball Tournament on June 28 through
July 3. The 12U Blue Devils were one
of 104 teams from around the country
competing in one of the most com-
petitive 12U baseball tournaments in
the U.S. The boys represented
Westfield Baseball in honorable fash-
ion, posting a 4-4 overall record, in-
cluding several thrilling late inning
heroics.

Tim Alliegro put on a hitting per-
formance for the ages. The 12-year-
old hit over .950 for the week includ-
ing an astonishing nine homeruns (and
four intentional walks). Will Kessler
(4 homeruns), Griffin Rooney (1
homerun), Jack Riley (1 HR) and
Dom Maurillo (1 HR) provided more
offensive firepower.

July 8, 2014: Focusing on fun and
fundamentals, the Roselle Park and
Westfield Black 9U baseball teams
battled to a 15-10 decision picked up
by the visiting team in New Provi-
dence League action at Gumbert 3
Field. Charlie Ehrsam walked three
times, scored three times and had two
RBI. Ryan Pisarro drew three walks
and scored twice for Westfield. Alex
Duncan singled and walked and scored
twice. Jack McCue whacked an RBI
double and added an RBI walk.

July 11, 2013: Jake Van Dam’s and
Jack Jarosz’s effective performances
on the mound, along with key hitting
and base running paved the way for
the Cranford 11s to silence the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Gray, 9-2, in North
Jersey All-Star Baseball League ac-
tion at Memorial Field in Cranford.
The Cougars totaled 10 hits, and the
biggest “bang” came off the bat of
Connor Katz, who blasted a two-run
home run in the top of the first inning.
Evan Kanterman chopped an RBI
single and drilled a two-run single.
Mike Murphy went 2-for-2 with a
walk and a run scored, and swiped
two bases.

July 15, 2013: Playoff possibili-
ties were on the line and the Westfield
12U girls softball team remained in
the hunt with a four-run fifth inning
and an insurance run in the sixth to
spring past Springfield, 11-9, at the
Westfield High School JV Field. Key
hits came off the bat of Julia Romano,
who looped a two-run single in the
first inning, an RBI single in the third
and an RBI groundout in the fifth.
Maddie Parrish rapped a key RBI
single in the second and another RBI
single in the fifth, while scoring once.
Lucy Ritter went 2-for-3 with an RBI
and two runs scored. Tessa Verga
singled and had two RBI, and Molly
Sheil singled and scored twice.

July 7, 2012: Seven games in
Cooperstown did not seem to slow
down the Westfield Blue 12-year-old
baseball team. After one day’s rest,
the Blue put together a strong pitch-

ing performance, assisted by fine de-
fensive plays to go with an offensive
assault to defeat Summit, 9-4, at
Gumbert 3 Field.

Starter Ryan Chirichella pitched
three shutout innings, allowing four
hits and no walks, while striking out
four batters. Jack Johnson went 2-for-
2, which included an RBI double, a
walk and three runs scored. Jake
Obsgarten delivered two singles, an
RBI and a run scored.

July 8, 2012: Millburn 12s pitch-
ing ace Nick Maldonaldo tossed a
complete game shutout, allowing just
three hits, while walking none to lead
the Millers to an 8-0 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield in the battle for
third place and advancement to the
Cal Ripken Regional Tournament.
Regan Mooney singled in the top of
the second. Sam Schetelich had a
leadoff single in the third, and An-
thony DiNizo singled in the fourth.

July 9, 2011: Opportunities
knocked and the Westfield Blue 12s
took full advantage of them, plating
two runs in the fourth inning and five
more in the fifth to break open a tight
game en route to a 9-3 victory over the
South Orange/Maplewood Villagers
in Central Jersey All-Star League ac-
tion at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield.
The Blue kept the Villagers in check
with the effectiveness of starting
pitcher Victor Cruz and reliever Matt
LaCorte. In his three innings, Cruz
allowed six hits and two runs but

yielded no walks, while striking out
three. LaCorte pitched three innings
of no-hit ball, fanned three and walked
one Villager, who managed to score
in the sixth inning.

July 6, 2010: Tie score, bases
loaded in bottom of the sixth inning
with two outs and the team’s power
hitter at the plate with a full count! A
pop-up to third for the out, and the
Westfield White comes back to score
a run in the seventh then holds off the
South Orange-Maplewood 12-year-
old baseball team in the bottom of the
inning to claim the Cal Ripken Dis-
trict 12 championship at Gumbert 2
Field. Westfield White starting pitcher
Vin Difilippo tossed three perfect in-
nings. Nick Mele went 2-for-3, in-
cluding a double, with two runs scored.
Chris Boutsikaris tripled to right and
scored on Eric Varakian’s RBI single.

July 9, 2010: The Westfield Blue
8-year-old baseball team lashed out
with six runs in the bottom of the fifth
inning to push past Long Hill, 10-3, at
Gumbert 3 Field. Little Blue Devil
Colin Freer put the icing on the cake
in that decisive inning with a three-
run home run. He added a pair of
singles and scored a run. Defensively,

he made several fine plays.
July 3, 2009: The Westfield White

11-year-old baseball team seized
many opportunities to plate nine runs

in the fourth inning to earn a 13-2
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
at Gumbert Field in Westfield.
Westfield White pitchers Nick Mele
and Brett Robertshaw combined to
allow six hits and only one hit batter,
while striking out three Raiders. Chris
Rinaldi went 2-for-3 with a run scored
and smacked a key three-run double.
Robertshaw went 2-for-2 with a walk,
two stolen bases, an RBI and two runs
scored. Hopper Murray (2 runs scored,
walk) whacked a two-run double and
Mele got a pair of singles and an RBI.

July 10, 2009: Four home runs, a
triple and eight doubles set the pace
for a wild baseball game that con-
cluded with the Westfield White 11s
holding off a valiant comeback from
the Cranford Cougars to claim a 15-9
victory at Gumbert Field. Westfield
White’s victory evened the face-to-
face battles between the two rivals at
two games apiece.

Chris Rinaldi cleared the bases with
a grand slam home run, scored twice
and added a fifth RBI to Westfield’s
14-hit attack. Nick Mele hammered a
two-run homer and Vince DiFilippo
drilled a solo blast, added a single and
scored twice. Cougar Brandon Kane
(2 RBI) started their scoring with a
solo homer to center. Sean Leahey
(RBI) went 2-for-2 with a pair of
doubles and two runs scored. Chris

Szekeres (run scored) rapped a pair of
doubles and had three RBI.

July 1, 2007: Second-seeded
Cranford came up with the right stuff
at the right time, then relied on its
strong defense and pitching to ward
off a comeback to nip third-seeded
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Gold, 3-2, in
the 11-year-old semifinals of the Babe
Ruth/Cal Ripken District 12 Baseball
Tournament at Booth Field in Scotch
Plains. The Gold received superb
performances from both of their aces,
Matt Ridge and Joe Bonaccorso, Jr.

July 6, 2004: The Raider (SPF)
Junior Legion baseball team came up
with three runs in the seventh inning to
grab a 4-3 victory over rival Westfield.
SPF pitcher Greg Bayard fired a five-
hitter, fanned seven and walked one in
his seven innings. Andrew Lyon’s check
swing single with the bases loaded
resulted in the tying run and the win-
ning run scoring in the seventh.

July 13, 1998: Charlie Brown,
Linus and his blanket, Pig Pen,
Schroeder, Lucy, Woodstock, Sally,
Snoopy and the Red Baron showed
up in full force and defeated A. J.
Jersey, 14-3, at Tamaques Park. Jeff
Battiloro stepped to the plate and
battered a two-run homer to deep left
in the third inning.

* A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Adult & Youth Sports *

David B. Corbin (July 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THE CALL...Scotch Plains-Fanwood White’s Jack Sponheimer
looks for the call as Millburn-Short Hills first baseman Finlay La Londe makes a
big stretch during the Ripken 10U District 12 finals at Booth Field on July 2, 2017.

David B. Corbin (July 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FORCE OUT...Westfield catcher Julia Romano gets the throw
in time for the force out on Springfield’s Sophia Ritter, No. 1, in the third inning
at Westfield High School JV Field on July 15, 2013.

David B. Corbin (July 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING A HEALTHY CUT...Cranford 11U Blue batter Matt Goldate takes a
healthy cut at the pitch as Westfield White catcher Christian Schweiger prepares
to catch the ball at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on July 6, 2017.

American Legion 20, Avengers 5
Gene Antonucci (3-run HR), Bill

Dugan (HR), Willie Shumate, John
Amato and Jack Helfrich, along with
pitcher Bill Daniel led Roselle.
Renda Roads 24, DeBellis Asso. 9

Renda Roads pounded out 33 hits
with 8 players (John Mazur, Bernie
Maguire, Gary Pence, Tom Baldowski,
Dennis Watson, Rick Wilson, Steve
Ferro and Joe Massimino) all going 3-
for-3.
Liberty Lighting 11, Awnings 7

Defense by Mike Backus, Paul Bifani
and Andre Thomas, offense by Don
Miller (2-RBI HR), Rich Pitonzo and
Andre Thomas (all 3-for-3), Lou
Balestriere, Harry Semple (2 RBI triple),
Pat Nigro and Rick Lindemann (2 hits
each) led Liberty.
Kenilworth VFW 17 Yogi’s Boys 1

VFW pitcher Rich Kovach scattered
7 hits. Bill Vanderstreet (3 hits, 3-RBI
HR), Bob D’Meo (3-RBI HR), Al
Feigenbaum and Gary Wiese (3 hits
each) led Kenilworth.

Union County Senior 60+
Softball League Results:

2020 Youth Softball & Baseball Heats Up

David B. Corbin (July 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CAUGHT IN THE ACT...Chatham’s Gavin McElroy gets caught in a rundown
between third and home as Westfield Silver catcher Zach Korr makes sure he goes
no further in the New Providence 12U Green League game on July 5, 2018.

Alex Lowe (July 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A VERY IMPRESSIVE PERFORMANCE...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 8U
Blue baseball team scored 16 runs in the first inning and defeated South Orange-
Maplewood, 18-0, at Booth Field in Scotch Plains on July 6, 2017. The little
Raiders improved their record to 5-0 in New Providence Gold League play.

David B. Corbin (July 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A HUGE RALLY…Westfield White shortstop Nick Mele
awaits a throw as Villager Scott Harvey steals second after hitting a leadoff single
that sparked a four-run rally in the sixth inning (July 6, 2010).

David B. Corbin (July 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE PLAY AT HOME BASE...Westfield White 11s catcher Brett
Robertshaw puts the tag on Cranford Cougar Alex Beato as he slides home in the
fourth inning (July 10, 2009).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A PIECE...Westfield 12U’s Colin Willard gets a piece of the ball in a
game against Florham Park at Gumbert 2 Field on July 9, 2020.

 

www.dughihewit.com

Courtesy of David Scherzer

CONCENTRATING ON THE PITCH...Westfield’s Julie Kamins concentrates
on the pitch during the Garden State League 14U game with Brooklyn. Westfield
won 15-11.
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield School Boosters Association Presents 53rd Annual
Booster Club Awards to 35 High School Senior Athletes

Abby McKinney Ali Lisanti

Alexis Hammer Ana FowlerAndrew Echausse

Ashley AmmanCaroline Dwyer CJ Composto Declan McCauley

Griffin Rooney

Jeremy Kronheimer

Gillian Constantinou

Jason Lee

Hank ShapiroFaith Dobosiewicz

Colin Freer

John Czarnecki

Jet Tilyou

Jeremy SilberJulia Csorba

Julia GagliardiJulia Singer

Maddie McDevitt

Maddie Katz Luke Hoerle Kevin YucetepeNicky MartiniMikaela BuoscioSofia Carayannopoulos Reid Colwell

Will Loggia Trevor Tanella

The 53rd Westfield Booster “Stu-
dent-Athlete” awards, which began in
1968 with one award, were recently
presented and a record 35 scholar-
ships had been awarded.

The scholarship committee con-
sisted of Bill Taylor, Gary Fox, Jeff
Bryk, John Fuller, Frank Fusaro and
Jason McLane. The candidates were
evaluated based on information re-
ceived from the athletes themselves,
the Guidance department, and Super-
visor of Athletics – Sandy Mamary.

The inaugural Derrick Nelson Me-
morial Awards (2), funded by Gary
Fox, Frank Fusaro, Bill Taylor and
Jason McLane. Female Recipient:
Julia Singer, daughter of Noreen and
Scott Singer. (4 letters in gymnastics,
qualified for sectionals in 2016, 2017
and 2018; 3rd on vault in counties in
2016 and 6th on vault in 2018).

Credits: National Honor Society,
WHS ITS club. Julia will be attending
Villanova University.

Male Recipient: Nicholas Martini,
son of Chrissy McManus and Mark
Martini. (5 letters - 3 lacrosse, 2 foot-
ball — member of the 2018 State
Championship football team — 2nd
team all conference 2019 and Snapple
Bowl Invitee. Member of a Union
County Championship Lacrosse team.

Nick put together an equipment drive
for Uganda Lacrosse, dedicates time
to the homeless and was a flag football
coach. Nick plans play lacrosse at
Wagner College

Walter L. Clarkson Honorary Award
(Friends of Westfield Track for excel-
lence in cross-country [XC] and track.
Recipient: Alexis Hammer, daughter
of Lauren and Mike Hammer. (5 let-
ters, 2 winter track, 3 spring track -
captain of both). Set school record in
the 4x200 and 4x400 relays. (4th all
time in the 300, 4th All-Time in the
200) In spring track, set school record
in 4x100, participated in the 4x100
relay at Penn Relays [10th and 11th
grade], alternate in the 4x100 at Penn
Relays in 9th grade.)

Credits: President of the 2020 class,
previous Class treasurer, Student Gov-
ernment all 4 years — officer of Cod-
ing with a Cause, Transition Project
leader, cover girl for Guy and Girl
Thing, first chair Alto Saxophone in
WHS Wind Ensemble, junior counse-
lor volunteer at Westfield Stem Camp.
Alexis plans to attend the Honors Col-
lege at the University of Pittsburgh.

Alumni Scholarship (funded by
Boosters Association along with John
(former Boosters President) and Faith
Bennett. Recipient: Gillian
Constantinou,  daughter of Maria and
Mike Constantinou. Earned varsity
letter in ice hockey [senior year] and
track, was manager of the football
team, recorded every offensive, defen-
sive and special teams play for Coach
DeSarno. Gillian is also a member of a
Club Soccer team and will attend Au-
burn University.

The Gary Kehler Award (WHS “Hall
of Fame” former Athletic Director,
football coach, wrestling coach, golf
coach). Recipient: Christopher
Composto, Michelle and Darren
Composto. (4 letters wrestling [cap-
tain], missed senior year due to in-
jury). Junior: district & region cham-
pion, 1st Team Courier News All Area,
3rd place in the NJ State Tournament,
Union County (UC) Conference Wres-
tler of the Year, first junior in WHS
history to reach 100 career wins.
Sophomore: UC Wrestler of Year, 5th
in State Tournament, won UCT, dis-
trict and region crowns. Freshman:
qualified for state tournament, district
and region champion. Overall record
was 107-10.

Credits: Mandarin Honor Society,
Transition Peer Leadership group
leader, won Patriotic Service Award.
CJ will continue wrestling at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

Greta Schoenemann Memorial
Scholarship (to female soccer player).
Recipient: Sofia Carayannopoulos,
daughter of Mary and Leon
Carayannopoulos. (3 letters soccer,
captain, voted Most Valuable Senior,
1st Team All-Conference and all
county, Top-20 regional player for NJ
States. Sofia was a leader on the Union
County Championship (Senior and

Sophomore year).
Credits: National Honor Society,

quality control manager for Appala-
chian Service Project. Sofia will at-
tend Rutgers University.

Judy and Bruce McLane (Booster
Hall of Fame) Memorial Awards –
Female Recipient: Anastasia Fowler,
daughter of Kim and Tom Fowler. (2
letters soccer, 2 letters lacrosse). Mem-
ber of the 2019 UCT Champion Soc-
cer, winner of the Hailey Reilly “All-
In” award, voted Captain of the girls
lacrosse team and 2nd on the team in
2019 in assists.

Credits: National Honor Society,
Maxima Cum Laude on the National
Latin Exam, distinguished honor roll,
president of Lunch Ambassadors Ini-
tiative, youth leader on Mayors Men-
tal Health Council, recording secre-
tary of the Student Government, coach
of 3D lacrosse, LBD Soccer Camp
Counselor and WHS Basketball Camp
Counselor. She also achieved a perfect
score on the English section of the
SAT. Ana will attend Bates College
and play lacrosse.

Male Recipient: William Kessler,
son of Kelly and John Kessler. (6 let-
ters, 3 football [captain and Most Valu-
able Senior], 2 spring track, 1 basket-
ball).

Football: Integral part of the 2017
State Championship team where he
earned 1st Team All Conference, 1st
Team All Area and 1st Team All-
State. Junior: 2nd Team All-Division,
2nd Team All Area. Senior: 1st Team
All-Conference, 1st Team All Area,
3rd Team All Group 5, chosen NJ
Super 100, invited to the North-South
All Star Team.

Credits: National Honor Society,
Magna Cum Laude in the National
Latin Exam, Latin Club and Support
the Troops club. Will plans to attend
Georgetown University’s McDonough
School of Business.

The Jack Martin Spirit Award
(Friends of Westfield Track in honor
of WHS XC and track coach Jack
Martin). Recipient: Will Loggia, son
of Wendy and Chris Loggia. (10 letters
– 4 XC [senior captain], 3 winter track,
3 spring track.

Will was State Sectional XC indi-
vidual champion (junior & senior).
Senior: 2nd Team All Group IV XC,
1st Team All-County, 2nd in the UCT.
Junior: 1600 Outdoor County Confer-
ence Champion, 2nd in the Indoor UC
Championship, 2nd in Outdoor State
Sectional 3200, 5th at Meet of Cham-
pions in 4x800. Will has a XC school
record at Greystone Park and is 4th All
Time at Bowdoin Park and 8th All-
Time at Holmdel Park for WHS.

Credits: WHS band, President of
Environmental Conservation Club,
delegate for Model UN and Peer Leader
at Faith Lutheran Church. Will plans
to continue his Track and XC career at
Boston University.

Thom Hornish Achievement Award
(Friends of Westfield Track in memory
of WHS XC and track coach). Recipi-
ent: Julia Csorba, daughter of Nancy
and Michael Csorba. (7 letters – 4
spring track, 3 winter track — captain
of both — Most Valuable Senior in
winter track.

Senior: broke school records in in-
door track in the 200, 300, tied the
55HH record, member of the Sprint
Medley, Distance Medley (DMR) and
indoor shuttle relay teams that broke
school records, national qualifier in
the DMR. Junior: set school records in
the 400 IH, member of 4x400 and
4x200 relay teams that set school
records, 1st Team All County in 400IH
and 3rd team in the 4x400.

Credits: National Honor Society,
National French Honor Society, Presi-
dent of French Club. Julia will con-
tinue her track and field career at
Dartmouth College.

The Westfield Basketball Associa-
tion Awards – Female Recipient:
Alison Lisanti, daughter of Susan
Lisanti and Barbara Piatkowski. (2
letters basketball, captain, two-time
All-State Athlete of the Week, 1st Team
All-Conference, 3rd Team All Central
Jersey in her junior year.

Credits: Honor Roll Student, Teen
Night team member, choir leadership
team. Ali will attend Ursinus College

and play basketball.
Male Recipient: Griffin Rooney,

son of Karen and TJ Rooney. (9 letters
— 3 basketball [2-time captain], 3
football, 3 spring track). Basketball
senior: 3rd Team All Group IV, led
team with 469 points, 134 free throws
and had 142 rebounds, 45 steals and
50 assists. He led the team to a 21-7
record who won the Union County
(UC) Conference Mountain Division.
Junior: 1st Team All-UC Valley Con-
ference, led team with 306 points.

Football: 1st Team All Conference,
1st Team All-Area, 1st Team All Group
V, USA Today All-State HM, Mid-
State Player of the Week, All-State
Athlete of the week. Holds school
records in receptions in a season, re-
ceiving yards in a season, touchdowns
in a season, receiving yards in a career
and touchdowns in a career.

Track: (Javelin) Finalist in the Meet
of Champions and on the first place
team in the UC Championship in both
his sophomore and junior years.

Credits: WHS’s NJSIAA Scholar
Athlete and honor roll student, youth
basketball camp counselor and a coun-
selor for the Youth Empowerment for
Success League. Griffin will attend
Lafayette College and play football.

The Westfield Lacrosse Club Awards
Female recipient: Mikaela Buoscio,
daughter of Carolyn and Anthony
Buoscio. (5 letters, 3 lacrosse [cap-
tain], 2 soccer). All-State Athlete of
the week (senior), Honorable Mention
All Stars and Stripes team (junior) in
lacrosse. Mikaela was also a member
of the Union County Championship
girls soccer team.

Credits: Honor roll student, Presi-
dent of Sophomore class, Runway of
Dreams Club, Shop4aCause Club,
Soccer Buddies Club, assistant coach
for 3D Lacrosse and LBD Soccer
Camp. Mikaela will attend Elon Uni-
versity and play lacrosse.

Male recipient: Reid Colwell, son
of Pat and John Colwell. (5 letters, 3
lacrosse [captain], 2 football). La-
crosse, 2nd Team All Division (jun-
ior). Football: Recorded 85 tackles,
2nd Team All-Watchung Division (se-
nior) and HM All Watchung Division
with 82 tackles (junior).

Credits: Honor Roll student, volun-
teers as a youth lacrosse coach and a
lunch ambassador. Reid will attend
Villanova University and play lacrosse.

The John Byrne Memorial Scholar-
ship (by the Byrne family in memory
of John Byrne, former WHS varsity
athlete in the late 1970s, to a male or
female varsity athlete who has com-
peted in at least two sports.

Recipient: Jeremy Silber, Stephanie
and Alan Silber. (7 letters, 3 soccer, 4
wrestling [captain]). Wrestling: 2nd in
the UCT, 1st in district, 4th in region
and top-32 in state in 2020. Addition-
ally — 3X county place winner, 4X
district place winner, won Gary Kehler
“Most Heart” Award (freshman). Soc-
cer: HM Union County, Coach’s Award
(senior year).

Credits: National Honor Society,
Italian National Honor Society. Jer-
emy will attend Indiana University’s
Kelly School of Business.

Friends and Family of Marge and
Bob Brewster Scholarship (in honor
of Marge and the late Bob Brewster,
Sr.). Recipient: John Czarnecki, son
of Jenn and John Czarnecki. (3 letters,
2 baseball [captain], 1 football). Foot-
ball: 1st Team All-Division, selected
All Mid-State 38 Watchung Division,
All-Area team by the Courier News.

Credits: President of Student Coun-
cil, National Honor Society, Spanish
Honors Society, Dwight D. Eisenhower
Award winner, National Society of High
School Scholars, transition leader, Span-
ish Club, Blue Devil TV announcer and
wind ensemble band member.

John is headed to Penn State Univer-
sity where he will attend the Jefferson
Premedical-Medical Program.

The Toni Bristol Honorary Award
(to honor Toni Bristol, long-time vol-
unteer coach in boy’s lacrosse, girls
soccer and girls basketball). Recipi-
ent: Caroline Dwyer, daughter of
Donna and Joe Dwyer. (5 letters, 3
basketball [2-time captain], 2 softball).
Basketball: All State Athlete of the
Week, featured in Westfield Living,

chosen by Jersey Sports Zone to re-
ceive the game ball for week 8.

Credits: distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, 2 time medal-
ist in National Latin Exam, Transition
Project leader and writer/editor of Hi’s
Eye. Caroline will attend the Provi-
dence College.

Jake Tooley Memorial Scholarship
(former member of the golf team pre-
sented by Jake’s family). Recipient:
Jason Lee, son of Vitman and Steve
Lee. (4 letters in golf and captain).
Honors: 3rd Team All-State (junior),
1st Team all County and 1st team All-
Conference (sophomore & junior).
Rookie of the Year (freshman), Rising
Star Award winner (sophomore), Co-
MVP, took 1st in UC Championship
(junior) and was an All-State Athlete
of the Week.

Credits: Distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, National Chi-
nese Honor Society, Eastern Culture
and Mandarin Club, tutor for National
Honor Society. Jason will attend
Babson College and play golf.

Jim Nicoll Scholarship Award (was
Financial Secretary of the Friends of
Westfield Track). Recipient: Kevin
Yucetepe, son of Lily and Veysel
Yucetepe. (9 letters. 3 XC, 3 Winter
Track, 3 Spring Track — captain of all
3). XC (junior): North II Group IV
Champion, Union County Team Cham-
pion, 1st Team All County. (senior):
1st Team All-County. holds Tamaques
Park course record. Indoor track: 2nd
Team All-County in 3200 (junior), 3rd
Team All-County in 1600 and 4x800.
He also holds the sophomore school
record for the 3200.

Credits: Distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, Student Gov-
ernment. Kevin will be attending the
United States Military Academy.

Westfield Wrestling Foundation
Scholarship. Recipient: Luke Hoerle,
son of Beth and Casey Hoerle. (4 let-
ters wrestling — two-time captain, 4X
UC champion, 3X district champion,
2X region champion and a 3X State
Tournament qualifier). He was also
7th in the state in 2020 and holds the
record for most wins in WHS history.

Luke plans to continue his wres-
tling career at Stevens Institute of Tech-
nology.

Girls Softball League of Westfield
Scholarship. Recipient: Julia
Gagliardi, daughter of Cindy and Mike
Gagliardi. (4 letters, 1 field hockey, 3
softball — captain). Softball: All State
Athlete of the Week, Honorable Men-
tion All County (junior). HM All
County in field hockey (senior).

Credits: Distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, Italian Na-
tional Honor Society, awarded the seal
of biliteracy. Julia will attend Loyola
University.

Westfield Baseball League Award.
Recipient: Victor Coustan, son of
Helene and the late Brad Coustan. (2
letters baseball). Junior: Starting 3rd
baseman, led team in singles, 2nd in
RBI, integral part of the NJ State Sec-
tional Championship.

Credits: Honor roll student, serves
on the student government, umpire for
Westfield Baseball, provided video
analysis for Dubfield athletics, mem-
ber of the Ping Pong Club. Victor will
attend Indiana University.

Ted Connell Scholarships for
Achievement in Swimming (In
memory of Ted Connell class of 1964).
Female Recipient: Abigael
McKinney, daughter of Tina and Bill
McKinney. (4 letters swimming —
captain). Honors: Set school record in
100-butterfly, qualified for the Meet
of Champions all 4 years, part of the
2020 UCT Championship team, UCT
champion in 100-butterfly (2020),
UCT Champion in 200IM (2019),
“Newcomer of the Year” (freshman),
High Point Award winner (senior).

Credits: National Honor Society, girl
scout for 10 years. Abby will attend
the University of New Hampshire and
continue swimming.

Male Recipient: Jeremy
Kronheimer, son of Nancy and George
Kronheimer. (8 letters, 4 spring track,
4 swimming [captain, Most Valuable
Senior). Honors: All State Athlete of
the Week, Top-20 on the WHS All
Time Record list (50 free & 100 breast),

9th all time for 200 free, qualified for
the Meet of Champions (junior & se-
nior). Track (javelin): 6th WHS All
Time, UCT individual champion, UCT
relay champion (junior), 3rd in North
II sectionals, 8th at Group IV, quali-
fied for the Meet of Champions.

Credits: Distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, commended
student in National Merit Scholarship
Program, founder of WHS Business
and Investment club, volunteer at the
WHS Westfield-Plainfield Connec-
tion, member of student government
and the Spanish Club and Math League.

Jeremy will attend Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis and hopes to throw
the javelin.

Deborah Tuohy Memorial Scholar-
ship (lacrosse). Recipient: John Eric
Tilyou (Jet), son of Christine and Brian
Tilyou. (3 letters lacrosse, All State
Athlete of the Week, integral part of 3
Bristol Cup Championships,
transitioned from offensive middie to
become one of the best short stick
defensive middies in the state.

Credits: Distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, Creator and
Producer of Benny and the Jet, color
commentator for Blue Devil TV foot-
ball coverage and member of the Busi-
ness and Investment Club. Jet will
attend Clemson University.

Schwartz Family Scholarship (soc-
cer). Recipient: Andrew Echausse, son
of Colleen and Pete Echausse. (5 let-
ters, 2 basketball, 3 soccer — 2-time
captain.) Soccer: 1st Team All-County,
1st Team All-Conference and HM All
State. Basketball: Led in assists in his
senior season.

Credits: Distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, Spanish Seal
of Biliteracy, peer mentor at Holy Trin-
ity for 4 years. Andrew will attend
Indiana University’s Kelly School of
Business.

Ally Hornstein Hockey Scholarship
(2 female ice hockey). Recipient:
Madeline Katz, daughter of Jen and
Ross Katz. (6 letters, 2 field hockey, 4
ice hockey — captain of both). Ice
Hockey: All-State Athlete of the Week,
helped found the team, top offensive
player all four years, has over 100
career points, Top-10 goal scorer in NJ
(sophomore), the top-ranked goal
scorer in State (senior).

Credits: National Honor Society,
National French Honor Society, won
WHS sophomore English Award and
the 2019 Donald Weill Creative writ-
ing award. Maddie will attend Tufts
University.

Recipient: Madelyn McDevitt,
daughter of Marty and John McDevitt.
(4 letters in ice hockey — captain —
two-time All-State Athlete of the Week,
helped found the team, 2nd in WHS
career points.

Credits: Distinguished honor roll,
National Honor Society, transition
leader, breast cancer awareness club
member, Students Change Hunger
Group Coordinator. Maddie will at-
tend the Ohio State University.

Devin Family Ice Hockey Scholar-
ship (John Devin President). Recipi-
ent: Trevor Tannella, son of Jerri and
Jim Tannella. (6 letters, 4 ice hockey
— 2-time captain, 2 lacrosse). Hockey:
led team to county championship and
a conference championship, 1st Team
All Group, 1st Team All-Conference
(senior), 2nd team All-Group, 1st Team
All-Conference (junior), HM All-Con-
ference, 2nd Team All-Group (sopho-
more), 85 career points.

Credits: Italian Club, transition
leader, founder of the local Hockey
community outreach program. Trevor
plans to attend Providence College.

Athletic Directors Scholarship (in
honor of, and in memory of, WHS’s
former Athletic Directors – Gary
Kehler, Bob Duncan, John Lay and Ed
Tranchina. Recipient: Hank Shapiro,
son of Farah and Ken Shapiro. (7 let-
ters, 3 football [captain], 2 basketball
[captain], 2 lacrosse.)

Football: Set or tied every WHS
passing record in a game, season and
career, led team to a State Champion-
ship (sophomore), has been 1st Team
All-Group, 1st Team All-Area, 1st
Team All-Division, 3rd Team All-State,
Jersey Sports Zone – 1st Team All-
State, NJ Super 100 team pick and was

selected to play in the Phil Simms
North/South Game.

Credits: National Honor Society,
distinguished honor roll, won Gold
National Latin Exam Medal, presi-
dent of Latin club, writer and business
manager of Hi’s Eye and was VP of
Freshman Class. He volunteers as a
youth basketball and football coach, is
a wingman for the Guy and Girl thing
and is a transition group leader.

Hank will be attending the Lehigh
University and play football.

Advisor’s Awards (in honor of all
former Boosters). Female Recipient:
Ashley Amman, daughter of Dana and
Tim Amman. (2 letters gymnastics,
captain, MVP (junior), Most Valuable
Senior, qualified for sectionals in 2019
and finished Top 3 in the UCT all four
years.

Credits: National Honor Society,
earned Seal of biliteracy in Spanish,
volunteers as peer minister at St.
Helens, organized an art supply col-
lection for homeless shelter, sings at
mass, teaches religious education,
member of Spanish Club, Runway of
Dreams and WHS Chorus. Ashley will
attend the University of Delaware.

Male Recipient: Trey Rabinowitz,
son of Jen and Al Rabinowitz. (3 let-
ters bowling and captain, All-State
Athlete of the Week, 1st Team All-
Conference [junior and senior]). Se-
nior: 7th in the county individually,
helped lead his team to a UCT Cham-
pionship, 2nd in the conference, 4th in
the State. Junior: conference champi-
ons and 4th in the state.

Trey is a member of the Flag Foot-
ball Club, Italian Club, has been a
Westfield Baseball League coach and
a fundraiser for the Valerie Fund. Trey
will attend the University of Missouri.

Tri-Sports Achievement Scholarship
(sponsored by the Lessner and Tresnan
Families to recognize a three-sport
athlete. Recipient: Declan McCauley,
son of Paula and John McCauley. (9
letters. 4 spring track, 3 football —
captain of both, 2 basketball.

Football: Nationally ranked for long
snapping, Jersey Sports Zone 1st Team
All-State Selection, 1st Team All-Area,
1st Team All-Division, selected to the
Blue-Grey All-American Bowl and the
Phil Simms North South All-Star Game.

Credits: National Latin Exam
Summa cum laude award winner, do-
nates time as youth basketball coach,
took 3 mission trips with the Presbyte-
rian Church of Westfield.

Declan will be attending the Col-
lege of the Holy Cross where he plans
to play football alongside his brother.

Executive Committee Award (given
on behalf of the 52 active Boosters).
Recipient: Faith Dobosiewicz, daugh-
ter of Diana and the late John
Dobosiewicz. (6 letters, 3 basketball,
3 soccer — captain).

Soccer: 1st Team All-County
(sophomore & senior), 2nd Team All-
County (junior), selected by the NJ
Girls Soccer Coaches Association to
the North II team (sophomore, junior,
senior), 2nd Team All-State and 2nd
Team All Group IV (senior), led team
to 2 county championships, confer-
ence championship and was the 4th
ranked team by NJ.com

Credits: National Honor Society,
French National Honor Society, vol-
unteers as a Lady Blue Devil camp and
clinic coach who also volunteers with
the Westfield Winners Club.

Faith will attend the Rutgers Uni-
versity and play soccer.

President’s Award (considered Boost-
ers most prestigious award). Recipient:
Colin Freer, son of Meg and Chris
Freer. (10 letters, 4 lacrosse, 3 football
— captain of both, 3 basketball.)

Football: Starting tight end of the
WHS State Championship team
(sophomore), 1st Team All-Area and
1st Team All-Division (junior), 1st
Team All-Area and 1st Team All-Divi-
sion (senior).

Lacrosse: HM All Division (sopho-
more), 2nd Team All-Division and 3rd
Team All-State (junior), NJ.com 2nd
Team All-State Selection (senior).

Credits: National Honor Society,
volunteers as a youth lacrosse coach
and with the Special Olympics. Colin
will attend Princeton University and
play lacrosse.

Will Kessler

Trey Rabinowitz

Victor Coustan

2020
Vision
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Grade 12
High Honor Roll

Katina Ackerman, Olivia Adams,
Nicholas Alber, Connor Alchus, Dylan
Allen, Gabrielle Aloe, Mia Alvarez,
Taylor Anthony, Artem Aparin-
Woolfolk, Jake Arrogante, Taylor
Arrogante, Eden Austin, Lauren
Azzarello, Delaney Baliko, Marissa
Bamrick, Joseph Barge, Sydney
Blacker, Julianna Blanco, Kailey
Bondarowicz, Jacob Bottomly,
Patrick Bourke, Alexandra Boylan,
Michael Braun, Morgan Brown,
Nicole Brozak, Catherine Buren,
Declan Byrne, Remy Cardarelli,
Lucas Carinhas, Summer Carver, Lea
Cerini, Josephine Cerino, Jonathan
Chaillet, Alexa Chan, Antoinette
Chango, Katherine Chouinard, Ryan
Ciarrocca, Julie Ciccarino, Jordan
Clement, Sabrina Cruz, Aliyah Daniel,
John Deitch, Carina DelCore, Juliana
Denning, Madison Diamond, Gabriel
Donatelli, Christopher Downey,
Kayleigh Downey, Sophie Drapkin,
Matthew Dreyfus, Colin Dwyer,
Jessica Eggert, Geinner Fallas, Sean
Fanning, Jennifer Fleck, Justin
Fletcher, Abigail Friedman, Michaela
Genty, Lauren G, Nicholas Giamella,
Isabelle Gilles, Liam Giuliani, Mason
Glod, Jada Gomillion, Mary Jane
Gonzales, Nicholas Grasso, Emily
Grill, Christina Gubernat, Sage
Guensch, Jake Hahn, Samantha Hall,
Emma Hastrup, Emily Herman, Olivia
Hobbs, Breanne Hoyte, Brian Huang,
Emelyne Johns, Samuel Johnson,
Nicole Kenny, Lauren Kieltyka,
Jacqueline Kirian, Gabrielle Klausner,
Brooke Klurman, Prabvir Kukreja,
Ana Kurdovanidze, Mariami
Kurdovanidze, Nicholas LaFerrera,
Ryan Lamberta, Ashleigh Lancaster,
Hannah Lancaster, Jessica Lancaster,
Jack Lapierre, Erin Lay, Elizabeth
Ley, Jordan Lowrey, Joy Lytch,
Valeria Macchini, Alexandra
Machinski, Samantha Mahmet, Caden
Mari, Joseph Marta, Clara Masback,
Ian McCormack, Carys McDowell,
James McNichol, Harrison Mills,
Jessica Mongold, Ethan Morrobel,
Christina Mouckas, Matthew
Mouckas, Shawn Mulligan, Owen
Murphy, Cassidy Novello, Emma
O'Brien, John O'Connor, Alyssa
Pankiewitz, Jadie Pearl, Philleshia
Pershay-Spearman, Ashanti Pitter,
Grace Ponterio, Lindsey Porchetta,
Athena Postlewait, Esteban Quinones,
Ethan Rafal, Christian Ramalho,
Sarah Rata, Aadith Ratish, Isabella
Richardson, Dana Ricketts, Patrick
Ritter, William Robertson, Cassie
Robinson, Sean Rogers, Sarai
Romero, Irina Ruzina, Henry
Saltzman, Jake Samitt, Julia Sassoon,
Victoria Savoca, Julianna Scarcella,
Maria Schmidt, Rachel Schoss, David
Schulman, Megan Sheehy, Olivia
Shih, Gwendolyn Sleat, Madilynne
Slifer, Julia Solsky, Carly Spellman,
Skylar Stagaard, Brett Strug, Maya
Sutterlin, Elora Tamburri, Meghan
Taylor, Emma Thumann, Joseph
Touris, Andres Trujillo, Christopher
Tsuchiya, Siddarth Vadavatha, Derick
Vega, Caroline Vivanco, Danielle
Vuono, Devin Warbeck, Kaylah
Webb, Brandon Weinberg, Sophia
Wilkins, Justin Williams, Lexa
Winigrad, Eli Wolman, Tara Wolman,
Chloe Yang, Keri Yang, Samantha
Yip, Jonathan Yu, Julia Yu, Zachary
Zaller, Anton Zambell

Grade 12
Honor Roll

Amira Aliane, Mallory Banks,
Alexandria Bedatsky, Michael
Besante, Josephine Blundo, Kendall
Brencsons, Sofia Casimiro, James
Cirillo, Rosanna Colella, Michael
Couso, Daniel Coyle, Devon
Danielovich, Nicole DeFrancesco,
Michael Dembiec, Robert Dencker,
Michael DiFrancesco, Sarah Dill,
Mahlya Dockery, Samuel Feinberg,
Ryan Flynn, Ryan Gumpel, Akhil
Gundra, Alexander Halpin, Keli
Hayes, Lily Higgins, Matthew
Iarrapino, Kyle Isolda, Nicholas
Januszanis, Emily Jones, Malcolm
Kahora, William Kasper, Tara Kenoff,
Elizabeth Kern, Gabrielle Khan,
Jordan Kleinbaum, Miriam Kother,
Miles Longo, Aleezah Madraswalla,
Raion Magallanes, Lindsey Magee,
Christopher McArdle, Kayla Nitti,
Brian Noonan, Evan Paul, Sophie
Pritchett, Gabriella Ramos, Hiren
Reddy, Samuel Reeson, Felipe
Rodrigues, Noah Samms, Carolina
Samuelian, Laura Schmidt, Alayna
Sidebottom, Anne Stuart, Madison
Toll, Shayla Vaz, Christopher Vinci,
Hailey Walden, Ryan Widman, Kaelah
Wiggins, Christopher Womelsdorf

Grade 11
High Honor Roll

Sohaila Abdelkader, Ezri Abraham,
Kieren Adams, Oluwaseun Adekunle,
Thomas Agueros, Akinbusola
Akinwunmi, Chloe Alce, Adam Ali,
Kyra Antonello, Mia Aponte, Jesse
Artz, Kotey Ashie, Kayla Avila, Tobias
Bachman, Tracy Bagdonas, Lydia
Baik, Andrew Baker, Pawel
Baniukiewicz, Anjila Banks, Anay
Basu, Eshaan Basu, Sofia Beardsley,
Ethan Berkman, Julia Blaschak, Dylan
Bordman, Grace Brennan, Lauren
Brenner, Erika Bretz, Marissa Burton,
Madison Bush, Olivia Calcaterra,
Hunter Cardenas, Anthony Castelli,
Amaya Casterlow, Justin Chan, Luke
Checchio, Emma Chichester, Kaelie
Chung, Haley Cino, Juliette Ciullo,
Abigail Colao, Abigail Conklin, Devin
Cooke, Charles Coolidge, Dante
Corsaro, John Michael Cristobal, Eric
Cunningham, Meredith Czurlanis,
John Dazzo, Eric De Maria, Katherine
DeFouw, Michael DePaola, Matthew
Dembiec, Rhythm Desai, Amit
Deshpande, Colin Dickscheid, Sofia

Dietze, Dylan Dombrowski, Aaron
Dore, Shannon Downey, Matthew
Drubulis, Rachel Ducran, Ryan
Duthie, Kaleigh Einhorn, Ryan Eng,
Melissa Falk, Colin Fanning, Maura
Farrell, Alexander Fazzino, Mary
Fazzino, Conor Feeney, Besnik Ferizi,
Daniel Ferrone, Owen Ferrone,
Hannah Filler, Claire Fisher, Jacob
Fleischer, Olivia Fletcher, Monica
Forman, Justyanna Fortna, Joshua
Fox, Jamie Frank, Benjamin
Freedman, Dylan Fuimo, Joseph Gale,
Dennis Gannon, Ava Gelling, Erika
Mae Gonzales, Brandon Greenberg,
Emma Guan, Abigail Hanvey, Paul
Harris, Ava Hausle, Ethan Heifetz,
Lily Holston, Marlena Holston, Ryen
Hoover, Jackson Hopkins, Meredith
Hough, Brendan Huszcza, Lauren
Iarussi, Zachary Jachera, Jessica
Jimenez, Victor Johnson, Luke Jones,
Katherine Judge, Ishwari Katdare,
Jordan Katz, Sean Kennedy, Zuri
Kennedy, Joseph Kern, Emily Kessler,
Hailey Kinard, Paul Koizumi,
Benjamin Krauss, Hannah Kriney,
Shelby Kumpf, Sean Lage, Nia
Lagurashvili, Sophia Lama, Gabrielle
Lancaster, Rebecca Lancaster, Joseph
Larmore, Elisa Laurenzano, Maura
Leahy, Cynthia Liang, Evelyn Liang,
Julia Liberto, Joseph Linder, Matthew
London, Dallas Lorenzetti, Megan
Lozito, Jolie Lubalin, Rachel Lubeck,
Corinne Lyght, Isabella Lyons, Alexa
Mach, Lucas Mackey, Jack Manville,
Michael Marino, William Mauer, Roy
McGowan, Kali McKinney, Jordan
McQuoid, Mae Merkle, Sean Merkle,
James Middleton, Natalie Mikula,
Rachel Miller, Hadley Moran, Emily
Muench, Brendan Mullany, Holly
Nelson, Natalia Nervi, Sabrina Ngu,
Max Niessen, Jayden Nyamiaka,
Julianne O'Brien, Maxwell Oross,
Nicole Oslislo, Ethan Pawelec,
Thomas Peeney, Max Perone, Roman
Perrelli, Faith Price, Lucien Prophete,
Nicholas Rayan, Kaitlyn Reilly,
Nicholas Rettino, Sarai Reuben, Haley
Richardson, Julian Rijo, Carly
Rinaldi, Juan Diego Rojas Camargo,
Miles Roper, Hadley Rose, Chloe
Rousseau, Emma Route, Patrick
Rowley, Nicolas Ruggiero, Abigail
Ryan, Katherine Ryan, Matthew
Sabony, Cassandra Salot, Marcus
Sandy, Dennis Santos, Jessica
Schramm, Erica Schug, Alexa
Seefeldt, Alessandra Serio, Rohan
Shah, Christopher Shapiro, Michael
Shapiro, Daniel Sicinski, Caitlyn
Sinagra, Serena Sirchio, Christopher
Skwirut, Rachel Small, Margaret
Smith, Daniel Soler, Samuel
Sosnowski, Lucy Spitzer, Sydney
Sprechman, Nathaniel Sta Rosa,
Madison-Anne StaRosa, Nicholas
Susino, Isabella Sutton, Alexandra
Swiatek, Nicholas Tittanegro, Justin
Tran, Mackenzie Trenk, Arianna
Ursino, Jamie Valian, Alexa
Vierschilling, Allison Vlkovic,
Thomas Von Oehsen, Maya Waldman,
Carly Walker, Ryann Wall, Miranda
Walsh, Eric Watt, Cadence Weiss,
Allison Weisser, Alexander
Werkheiser, David Wernsing, Zoe
Wernsing, Kaci White, Hayden
Widder, Jonathan Wiener, Quinn
Williamson, Taylor Winslow, Jamie
Wirth, Zackery Wong, Ciara Worthey,
Madelyn Yessman, Aidan Young

Grade 11
Honor Roll

Grace Abdy, Elena Balecha,
Lindsey Bartley, Jake Bensulock,
Benjamin Brenner, JanAndre Castro,
Brianna Chaves, Rikyah Cline,
Vincent Cucci, Nicholas DeSanto,
Joseph Decker, Jonathan Dionisio,
Joseph Diquollo, Owen Donahue,
Georgio Elenis, David Farin, Lucia
Fontana, Olivia Fusillo, Joshua
Garcia, Jade Glassman, Anabelle
Griffin, Alexis Gutierrez, Elisa
Herstatt, Taylor Hopkins, Stefon
Johnson, Ryan Jones, Ian Joshua,
Ibraheem Khan, Meagan Lavin,
Amelia Lieberman, Li Hong Lin,
Jordan Lowe, Zachary Lubeck, Raul
Lugo, Shawn Martin, Jordan Matty,
Amanda Mayer, Patricia McHugh,
Vincent Milano, Samuel Mundle,
Clare Murphy, Jake Niessen, Samuel
Oross, John Pacheco, Elias Pahountis,
Michael Paleski, Olivia
Pogroszewska, Jerry Rodriguez-
Mercado, Brian Roessle, Dillon Ryan,
Amanda Saba, William Schetelich,
Armend Sinanovic, Christopher
Smith, Myles Talmadge, Haley
Tavares, Serena Thomas, Benjamin
Tucker, Giorgiana Vacca, Daniel
Villacreses-Montoya, Kyle Wester

Grade 10
High Honor Roll

Bridget Abbott, Liam Abbott, Mary
Adekunle, Robert Alber, Andrew
Allen, Ryan Au, Alice Bachman,
Rachel Barattucci, Thomas Baylock,
Ryan Beauregard, Matthew Bender,
Ava Berry, Joseph Berry, Moumit
Bhattacharjee, Mourik Bhattacharjee,
Brooke Boissonneault, Julia Bonhote,
Meagan Bourke, Marin Brace, Luke
Brencsons, Stephanie Brown, Kyle
Burger, John Burke, Ariel Burman,
Avery Burman, Camila Cabrera, Ruby
Calabrese, Jaden Carter, Ciro
Casimiro, Anthony Cerino, Ryan
Chaillet Grande, Kelly Chesky, Ava
Chin, Carter Chin, Zoe
Chrisostomides, Victoria Cirillo,
Hannah Citarella, Sofia Ciullo,

Benjamin Cohen, Amelia Collins,
Sofia Corsaro, Gabriella Crona,
Isabella Cukrow, Kaelin Cunningham,
Lila Dasi, Ashley DeFrancesco, Jake
DeGaetano, Julia DeVizio, Omaya
December, Eve Delaney, Jonathan
Dickstein, Lily Dimon, Terence
Downey, Riley Dwyer, Lindsay
Edelman, Samantha Edelman, Isabel
Elimu, Bridget Ennis, Jeffrey Fezza,
Amanda Filipski, Evan Fitzgerald,
Lauren Fitzgerald, Olivia Fleischer,
Alessandro Frias, Emily Friscia,
Audrey Gabbai, Joshua Gabbai,
Katelyn Gaulin, Patricia Gillen, Alexa
Gingold, Alyssa Glickstein, Alicia
Goff, Evan Gomillion, Catherine
Grandmaison, David Green, Natalie
Green, Christopher Groom, Lauren
Hahn, Zachary Harmer, Emily
Hayeck, Jodi Hayes, Aidan Heifetz,
Marian Henry, Amanda Hill, Connor
Hoffman, Seifeldin Hosny, Chloe
Howell, Lily Hughes, Jacob Jablon,
Julia Jackson, Quinn Jackson, Ava
Jacobsen, Madeline Joe, Amir
Johnson, Nina Johnson, Akeliah
Joseph, Sherin Kachroo, Maeve
Kahora, Jacob Kanterman, Joseph
Kaplan, Francesca Kastanos, Cecelia
Kelly, Grace Kennedy, Riya Kishen,
Alyona Kladova, Dylan Klein, Taylor
Klein, Leah Klurman, Robert Koch,
Ryan Koehler, Viktoria Kozak, Kyle
Kuczynski, Richa Kulkarni, Jenna
Lee, Robert Lerner, Sophia Lerner,
Matthew Levine, Noa Levine, Noah
Levy, Olivia Linderman, Alexander
Lo, Nithyaraajitha Lokesh, Melanie
Lowell, Jackson Lubalin, Kaitlyn
Lusk, Lauren Magrino, Rachel
Manette, Julian Martin, Alexa
Martorano, Marlaina Martucci,
Caitlin Maughan, Gianna Mavilla,
Zachary Mawby, Marin McAlindin,
Sarah McCall, Connor McCreesh,
Eamonn McGovern, Ava McKenzie,
Brandon Melnitsky, Allison Miller,
Kaitlyn Mohabir, Christopher Moniz,
Jake Monroy, Aislinn Mooney, Gavin
Morrobel, Kayla Morrow, Rory
Moser, Ayden Mullins, Shyana
Nanshah, Isaiah Nathaniel, Jazlyn
Navarro Jimenez, Kenneth Nelson,
Therese Nitro, Christian Normant,
Sophia Novello, Lea Oduro, Nkem
Okorie, Vanessa Ossy, Elizabeth
Parvin, Andrew Perper, Sara Pham,
Aditya Phatak, Charlotte Pollack,
Jackson Pope, Matthew Power, Elle
Priesing, Gabriella Pugliese, Elina
Puri, Mariam Ramazashvili, Grace
Rehrer, Conor Reilly, Gianna Riefler,
Anthony Robinson, Jessica Rojek,
Benjamin Root, Peri Roper, Miranda
Rossi, Samantha Ruane, Emilia
Saccento, Noah Sadler, Sydney
Sadler, Naome Samuel-Williams,
Damon Schumann, Isabela Segarra,
Evan Sena, Sophie Shapiro, Aditya
Sharma, Amelia Sherman, Anna
Sicoli, Emily Sicoli, Dante Silva, Tyler
Sinetar, Victoria Solsky, Max
Sponheimer, Russ-Emmanuel Sta
Rosa, Jessica Steinberg, John
Stellakis, Diana Stinkova, Rebecca
Strug, Brenna Sullivan, Molly
Sullivan, Giovanni Sullivan-Massa,
Anna Szczuka, Hadassah Tabak,
Madison Tabares, Jason Tannenbaum,
Aidan Trenery, Jason Trivisonno,
Marcos Trujillo, Morgan Tsin, Chad
Van Pelt, Miles Varner, Lucas Vega,
Johnathan Vu, Emily Walsh, Megan
Walsh, Alyssa Warbeck, Julianna
Warren, Jamie Weinberg, Tyrell Weir,
Stella Whitefield, Jaine Williams,
Dorothy Wilson, Kerrin Wojcik,
Thomas Wright, Emily Wyrwa, Emily
Yang, Julia Yick, Jordan Zambell,
Julia Zambrio, Thomas Ziegler,
Naiomi Ziekert

Grade 10
Honor Roll

John Adekunle, Aliyah Adkins,
Brooke Alvarez, Dana Ascolesi,
Vincent Augello, Olivia Ball, Michael
Banic, James Barth, Chase
Bermingham, Aiden Birnbaum, Kai
Bobrow, Damian Burdett, Nathaniel
Calefati, Jodi Carmant, Colin Clarke,
Delaney Connolly, Camille Cooke,
Cole Cooke, Ryan Debenham,
Francesca DiLollo, Isabella DiLollo,
Robert Dobies, Dylan Donaldson,
Jack Eckstine, Nicholas Evangelista,
Brendan Fay, Joshua Friedson,
Thomas Haverlock, Michael Hayeck,
Lucas Hernandez, Megan Hillyer,
Connor Jablonski, Brendan Karyczak,
Rhutu Kulkarni, James Lapidus,
Jordan Lopac, Rica Briana Lopez,
Wilbur May, Anthony Mazzola,
Gabriel Melville, Nia Mixson, Joseph
Monaco, Alessia Novello, Cesare
Passarelli, Ethan Raderman, Lucas
Regan, Brodie Robertson, Kayleigh
Robinson, Samuel Rouder, Anna
Saltzman, Lia Sciancalepore, Julia
Scott, Andrew Seith, Tamyra
Singletary, Alexander Smith, Connor
Spellman, James Sullivan, Eleni
Theocharopoulou, Aaron Tsvayberg,
Nicholas Turner, Samantha Walden,
Richard Watt, Eliyah Wong

Grade 9
High Honor Roll

Benjamin Abrams, Olivia Aiere,
Emma Alchus, Hasan Ali, Matthew
Angulo, Caitlin Applebee, Diego
Arcila, Naa Dei Ashie, Minahal Azhar,
Abigail Balagot, Henrique Barbosa,
Andrew Bartley, Elizabeth Bedatsky,
Grace Beirne, Riley Bhatia, Ava
Billotto, Eric Botney, Michael
Brennan, Chloe Burfeindt, Lucy

Burke, Isabella Calamusa, Lily
Camacho, Orencia Casimiro, Claire
Cassidy, Yaritza Catalan-Ledezma,
Ryan Cawley, Nicholas Champagne,
Christopher Chan, Cara Checchio,
Kendall Chiang, Samuel Chichester,
Brody Chin, Alec Choi, Zachary
Chung, Benjamin Cohn, Fionn
Columb, Sean Columb, Francisco
Cunha, Mia Cutaia, Syona Dalvi,
Rushil Damania, Gabriella Damens,
Ananda Daniel, Brianna Davey,
Isabella DeCrosta, Disha Debnath,
Ivana Delgado-Arvelo, Nishaan
Desai, Sofia Di Iorio, Madison Diaz,
William Dietrich, Matthew Dolowy,
Olivia Eckstine, Marco Facao, Jack
Fallo, Emma Fang, Shaylin Farley,
Emmet Feeney, Sara Feeney, Lindsay
Fefferman, Dylan Fei, Matthew Fela,
Sean Ferrone, Ethan Filler, Rileigh
Fiore, Weston Fischer, Stephen
Folkart, Maxwell Fountain, Bradley
Frank, Lily Friebely, Emmet Fynes,
Thomas Gain, Jessica Gallagher,
Sophia Gallo, Grace Germinder,
Kathryn Germinder, Pari Gill, Andrew
Giuliani, Tessa Going, Sophie
Gotliboym, Jessica Gui, Charlotte
Gumpel, Diego Gutierrez, Paige
Hagman, Jacob Hall, Rudolph Hall,
Maya Handler, Annie Hansen, Leah
Herb, Camila Hernandez, Avery
Higinbotham, Owen Higinbotham,
Emily Homer, Dara Hsu, Aniket Iyer,
Jacob Jones, Luke Kalafat, Meredith
Kenoff, Rebecca Kessler, Morgan
Kinard, Samantha Klausner, Joseph
Kowalczyk, Devanshi Kumar, Khan
Lagemann, Alisa Lamastra,
Christopher Largoso, Samuel
Leibowitz, Gavin Lesnevich, Wesley
Lewis, Declan Lowrey, Ava Mach,
Shehzad Madraswalla, Juline
Maignan, Anthony Malta, Emma
Margolis, Mikayla Mari, Dylan
Mathew, Ella Mauer, Thomas
Metzger, Giulianna Milano, Jada
Montgomery, Danielle Most,
Stephanie Muenzen, Paul Mullarkey,
Alicia Murphy, Calum Murray,
Matthew Murray, Ava Mustacciuolo,
Jessica Navarro, Matthew Nervi, Ava
Niemczyk, Emma Nobile, Emma
Noriega, Alden Nyamiaka, Alexis
O'Brien, Diego Otero, Sophia Paleski,
Sarah Paolella, Dylan Patel, Jay Patel,
Sarah Paul, Brigitte Priel, Zoe
Quraishi, Parker Raham, Katherine
Ramalho, Vikram Ravishankar,
Zachary Redling, Jordana Reisberg,
Kady Rettino, Matthew Reynolds,
Morgan Ritter, Lucas Rivera, Sophia
Romeo, Nicholas Sanchez, Abbie
Sapira, Finn Sautner, Arnav Saxena,
Nicholas Schmidt, Emma Schramm,
Niyati Shah, Alexey Sidorenko,
Mireille Silva, Abigail Skibinsky, Jay
Slack, Elizabeth Sleat, Andrew Smith,
Madeleine Smith, Matthew Smith,
Gabrielle Smulewitz, Anna Soifer,
Dominic Souza, Olivia Stahley, Sean
Stuart, Briana Talmadge, Elizabeth
Tedesco, Hazel Thurman, Rylee
Tighe, Anthony Tittanegro, Raymond
Tran, Kaelin Tricoche, Kelsey Tse,
Gianna Tucker, Ryan Van
Ostenbridge, Ava Van Tassel, Guy
Varela, Natasha Vega, Jayleen Velez,
Ketevan Vepkhvadze, Isabelle
Verrico, Maya Viscardi-Carelse,
Christina Wang, Elijah Ware, Haley
Warren, Patrick Watt, Danielle Wester,
Sophie White, Georgia Williamson,
Kiley Wirth, Elijah Wu, Thomas Yick,
Dylan Young, Jeremy Zimmerman,
Mattingly Zullo

Grade 9
Honor Roll

Cody Allen, Samuel Anger, Alyssa
Barbossa, Ryan Baumgartner, Stephan
Baumgartner, Elisa Bianco, Thomas
Bongiorno, Kyle Brainard, David
Anthony Candari, Matthew Castucci,
Joseph DeSantis, Theresa DeVall,
Raymond Dickscheid, Joseph
Domingues, Mia Erath, Roman Fiore,
Katarina Gindel, Jessica Glander,
Bartosz Gorski, Michael Grill, Etienne
Groom, Evan Hanvey, Trevor
Headrick, Nicholas Korteling,
Veronica Legerme, Austin Lorenzetti,
Breogan Louro, Ethan Maloney,
Kamil Martinez, Kaelan Mattos, Kyle
Minall, Denys Muryn, Nefeli Pappas,
Ria Paranjape, Samantha Phillips,
Emily Pizha, Nathaniel Rayan, Nikita
Sahasrabudhe, Gabriel Sandy, Jaden
Simeonidis, Charles Vayda, Nathan
Ward, Julian Washington, Sydney
Williams, Bennet Xia

Joshua Lang Soars To
Rank of Eagle Scout

Joshua Lang

WESTFIELD — Holy Trinity
Boy Scout Troop 73 honored six
new Eagle Scouts at this year’s
spring Court of Honor, which was
conducted virtually on May 31.
Troop 73 is continuing the cel-
ebration by honoring each indi-
vidual Eagle Scout
for his tremendous
achievement. The
rank of Eagle is
earned by only about
4 percent of Boy
Scouts.  The fifth
Scout to attain this
rank in the 2020 class
is Joshua Lang, son
of Robert and Karen
Lang.

Joshua’s Scouting
journey started as a
Cub Scout of Pack 3
in Plainfield. His
best  Cub Scout
memories are his
trips to the Intrepid
Museum and the
Museum of Natural
History in New York.

Joshua followed in his two elder
brothers’ footsteps and joined
Troop 73 in Westfield. His first
Scout trip was to Wading River in
the Pine Barrens, which began
Joshua’s love affair with canoeing.
He has since gone on several canoe
treks with the troop. He mastered
his canoeing skills on his first ca-
noe trek to the Adirondacks. His
next trek was a two-week journey
through Algonquin Provincial Park
in Canada. The natural beauty of
this remote spot and the camarade-
rie with his fellow Scouts made
this trip truly memorable. In a third
trek to the Adirondacks, Joshua

demonstrated his leadership skills
as a crew chief. Joshua credits Bob
and Annie Fromtling for their in-
valuable lessons in all aspects of
canoe trekking.

For his Eagle project, Joshua re-
stored the backyard of the Drake

House Museum in
Plainfield. The goal
of the project was to
make the space more
functional and per-
mit the Historical
Society of Plainfield
to host events there.
Together with vol-
unteers from the
troop,  Joshua
cleared the area of
debris, installed a
raised bed for an
18th-century herb
garden, re-leveled
and power washed a
stone pathway sur-
rounding the garden,
and repainted a shed
at the museum.

Joshua is grateful for generous
donations, help and discounts re-
ceived from many local compa-
nies, including Houston Lumber,
Home Depot, Painting ETC and
Ricciardi Brothers.

Joshua’s career ambition is to
farm. He seeks to change the face of
agriculture through innovation, ex-
cellence and community building.
He also hopes to get married and
start a family. Joshua’s relationship
with God is central and he hopes to
love and serve God in everything he
does. Reflecting on his Scouting
career, Joshua is especially grateful
for the great friendships he has made
over the years.

Norwich U. Students
Are On Dean’s List

NORTHFIELD, Vt. —  Aidan
Christian Schaefer of Westfield and
Daney Sonia Reyes of North
Plainfield have been named to the
Dean’s List at Norwich University
for the Spring 2020 semester.

Full-time undergraduate students,
who earned a semester grade point
average of at least 3.40 and had no
failures in the previous Fall or Spring
semester, are awarded Dean’s List
honors. These students cannot have
any pending Incomplete (I) grades.
Dean’s List honors are noted on the
official transcript each term earned.

In addition to the above criteria,
students in the Spring 2020 semester
had to meet the following criteria
relative to the university’s transition
to online instruction in response to
the COVID-19 pandemic, which in-
troduced the option for students to
choose an alternative grading system
or to maintain earned letter grades.

To be eligible for President’s (GPA
4.0) and Dean’s Lists (GPA 3.40) for
the Spring 2020 semester, students
must have additionally maintained
full-time enrollment for the Spring
2020 semester, chosen to keep letter
grades in at least 12 credits of classes,
and must not have received any In-
complete or No Pass grades.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

CLASSIFIEDS
Place a Classified Ad online at www.goleader.com/form/classified

Real Estate

Online Only Auctions: 45.94+
Acres with Development
Possibilities in Glassboro, NJ.
8.51+ Prime Acres in Pemberton
Twp., NJ. Ending:  Aug. 5 at
WarnerRealtors.com. Warner Real
Estate & Auction 856-769-4111.

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK
TO HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND.
Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax Deduct-
ible, Free Towing, All Paperwork
Taken Care Of. 844-256-6577

MISCELLANEOUS

High-Speed Internet.  We instantly
compare speed, pricing, availabil-
ity to find the best service for your
needs.  Starting at $39.99/month!
Quickly compare offers from top
providers. Call 1-844-592-5113.

MISCELLANEOUS

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-877-723-7480 or
visit www.walkintubquote.com/nj

PUBLIC NOTICES

Keeping an eye on your
governments?  Manually search
the site or register to receive email
notifications and/or save your
searches.  It’s a free public service
provided by NJ Press Association
at www.njpublicnotices.com

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ATTENTION BUSINESS OWNERS:
Do you want to reach nearly a
million readers? Place your 25-
word classified ad in over 90
newspapers throughout NJ for
$560. Contact Peggy Arbitell 609-
359-7381 or visit www.njpa.org

MISCELLANEOUS

Deliver your message to nearly a
million readers! Place a 2x2 Display
Ad in NJ weekly newspapers.
Call Peggy Arbitell at 609-406-0600
ext. 14 for more information.

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protection.
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-516-1257

MISCELLANEOUS

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly unpre-
dictable.  Be prepared for power
outages.  FREE 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!) Schedule your
FREE in-home assessment today.
Call 1-844-228-1850 Special financ-
ing for qualified customers.

Local Residents Named To
U. of Scranton Dean’s List

SCRANTON, Pa. — Twenty-one
local residents were among more than
2,000 students named to The Univer-
sity of Scranton’s Dean’s List for the
2020 Spring semester. The Dean’s
List recognizes students for academic
excellence. A student must have a
grade point average of 3.5 or better
with a minimum number of credit
hours during the semester to make the
Dean’s List. The students, listed by
their hometowns along with their ma-
jors, are as follows:

Cranford: Alexa R. Bobko, a
sophomore psychology major in the
university’s College of Arts and Sci-
ences; Lauren M. Byrne, a senior
exercise science major in the
university’s Panuska College of Pro-
fessional Studies; Daniel C. Coates,
a freshman undeclared major in the
university’s College of Arts and Sci-
ences; James M. Coleman, a fresh-
man accounting major in the
university’s Kania School of Man-
agement; Madeline R. DeBaro, a
sophomore counseling and human
services major in the university’s
Panuska College of Professional
Studies; Mary Rose Genova, a fresh-
man undeclared major in the
university’s Kania School of Man-
agement; Anthony M. Maglino, a
senior exercise science major in the
university’s Panuska College of Pro-
fessional Studies; Josephine E.
Marchesi, a junior occupational
therapy major in the university’s
Panuska College of Professional
Studies; Caroline P. McCaffery, a
sophomore occupational therapy
major in the university’s Panuska
College of Professional Studies, and

Sophia M. McMullan, a freshman
kinesiology major in the university’s
Panuska College of Professional
Studies.

Fanwood: Olivia G. Gelling, a jun-
ior nursing major in the university’s
Panuska College of Professional Stud-
ies.

Garwood: Kayla C. Abcede, a
sophomore business analytics major
in the university’s Kania School of
Management.

Mountainside: Maria C. Vizzuso, a
senior strategic communication ma-
jor in the university’s College of Arts
and Sciences.

Scotch Plains: Zoe E. Rodriguez, a
senior criminal justice major in the
university’s College of Arts and Sci-
ences.

Westfield: Lucia P. Alaimo, a sopho-
more English major in the university’s
College of Arts and Sciences; Alyssa
N. Capone, a junior finance major in
the university’s Kania School of Man-
agement; Matthew M. DeBenedetto, a
junior operations management major
in the university’s Kania School of
Management; Emily M. Dorry, a jun-
ior psychology major in the university’s
College of Arts and Sciences; Grace E.
Elliott, a sophomore psychology ma-
jor in the university’s College of Arts
and Sciences; Sean R. Riccardi, a
sophomore accounting major in the
university’s Kania School of Manage-
ment, and Leigh S. Scarano, a junior
early and primary teacher education
major in the university’s Panuska Col-
lege of Professional Studies.

The University of Scranton is a
Jesuit university located in North-
eastern Pennsylvania.
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company

Bloomington, IL

I’m here to help life go right™, 
by saving you time and money 
when you combine your home 
and auto insurance.
CALL ME TODAY.

See why 
millions trust  
us for Home 
& Auto.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Celebrating Our 30th Year!

Katina Ackerman Receives
Lions Club Scholarship

Katina Ackerman

SCOTCH PLAINS — Katina
Ackerman of Scotch Plains was
recently awarded the Grausso/
Bendel Memorial Scholarship from
the Scotch Plains Lions Club. This
scholarship is given in memory of
two former leaders of the Scotch
Plains Lions Club — Norm Bendel
and Tony Grausso.

This scholarship is awarded annu-
ally to a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School senior who plans to go to
college. Preference is given to those
students who have demonstrated in-
volvement in community service, es-
pecially those causes dedicated to the
blind and visually-impaired.

An international service organi-
zation, the Lions have more than
1.4 million members active in over
43,000 Lions clubs around the
world. They are dedicated to meet-
ing a variety of their community’s
needs, with the association’s major
service initiative being serving the
blind and visually-impaired.

Katina was an honor student at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, and was involved in mul-
tiple community service activities.
She has been active as a volunteer
in organizations supporting veter-
ans and their pets at the Valley
Brook Village at the Lyons Veter-

ans Administration Hospital .
Katina intends to attend the Uni-
versity of Central Florida this Fall,
studying Hospitality Management/
Theme Park Management.

For more information on the
Scotch Plains Lions Club or to at-
tend a meeting, interested persons
are invited to call Club President
Barbara Anilo at (908) 322-4472.

Area Clemson Students
On President’s List

CLEMSON, S.C. — Clemson Uni-
versity has announced its Spring 2020
President’s List. To be named to the
President’s List, a student must achieve
a 4.0 (all As) grade-point average.

The following Westfield residents
were among the honorees: Anne
Lacey Friel, majoring in Nursing;
Christopher William Lambert, ma-
joring in Financial Management, and
Hailey Sloane Longstreet, majoring
in Health Science.

The following Scotch Plains resi-
dents were included: Patrick Harold
Dembiec, majoring in Pre-Business;
Jaclyn Elise Horre, majoring in Pre-
Business, and Ricardo Lopez, Jr., ma-
joring in Pre-Business.

Josephine Gonnella, 98,
Longtime Resident of Westfield

Josephine Gonnella, 98, passed
away on Saturday, June 20, 2020, at
her home in Westfield, N.J. She was
born in West Orange, N.J., to An-
thony and Martinella Lanza.
Josephine was a longtime Westfield
resident (84 years).

Most enjoyable to Josephine was
her family, especially Sunday af-
ternoon gatherings where every-
one was welcome. She and her hus-
band, Joseph, also enjoyed social-
izing with their many friends. Fam-
ily members will never forget
Thursday night dinners where
Josephine served the best pasta.

She is predeceased by her hus-
band, Joseph A. Gonnella, of 57

years; daughters Martha Gonnella
and Mary Jo Burnett, and son-in-
law Alphonse Dente. Josephine is
survived by daughter Roseanne
Dente; son Anthony Gonnella
(Lisa); son-in-law Larry Burnett;
grandchildren Alan Dente, Tony
Dente,  Steven Burnett ,  Nick
Burnett (Ariella), Kaitlin Burnett,
Kristin Medina (Cristhian) and
Megan Weitz (Todd); seven great-
grandchildren and one great-great-
grandchild.

A private mass was celebrated at
the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, followed by interment at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

July 16, 2020

Service League Continues
Sat.-Only Sidewalk Sales

SCOTCH PLAINS — Weather
permitting, the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League Thrift Shop,
located at 1741 East 2nd Street, Scotch
Plains, will continue its Saturday Only
Sidewalk Sales through August 22.
Sale hours are 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Due to
the coronavirus, the shop is closed
during the week and is not open dur-
ing the Sidewalk Sale.

Tables will be set up offering as
much merchandise as can be ac-
commodated. Books, household
items, domestic items, men’s and
women’s clothing, handbags, and a
limited amount of children’s cloth-
ing will be featured. Some jewelry,
children’s games and toys also will
be available.

Shop volunteers will do their best to
provide a positive shopping experi-
ence. Dressing rooms will not be avail-
able. Shoppers are asked not to request
volunteers look for items inside the
store. All store rules will be in effect.
The sales are cash-only, preferably in
small denominations. There will be no
refunds or holding of items. Visitors
are asked to respect the limited space.
If possible, visitors also are asked to
limit the number of shoppers and chil-
dren with them. Per Governor Phil
Murphy’s order, masks will be required.

For the safety and well-being of
shoppers and staff, at this time, the
thrift shop will not be able to accept
donations.

It has not been determined if the
thrift shop will reopen after August
22. The Service League is working on
plans to reopen, but at this time, the
organization is not ready to announce
such plans. Members of the public are
asked not to call the shop, as return
calls cannot be guaranteed.

– Obituaries –
George E. Germinder, 92, Ret. Fanwood
Police Capt., Veteran, Active Volunteer

George E. Germinder

George E. Germinder, 92, a long-
time resident of Fanwood, passed
away on Tuesday, July 7, 2020, at
Center for Hope Hospice in Scotch
Plains with family by his side.

Born in 1928 and
raised in Elizabeth,
George enlisted in the
U.S. Army after his high
school graduation and
served with the 25th In-
fantry Division in the
Korean War from 1950
to 1951. He received
three Bronze Stars and
the New Jersey Distin-
guished Service Medal
for his service.

Upon his return from
military service, he
bought a house in
Fanwood and moved in
early 1953. George
joined the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment in 1955 and worked his way up
through the ranks — retiring as cap-
tain in 1993 after serving with the
department for 38 years. He was a
graduate of the Union County Police
Academy and attended many training
sessions given by the FBI, New Jer-
sey State Police and many in-service
training sessions.

He was a member of the New Jer-
sey State PBA Local 12 and served in
each office up to delegate member of
PBA Local 600 of Retired Officers
Union County Local 3 of retired Po-
lice and Fire Officers.

George will be remembered as a
dedicated community member and
volunteer for the Borough of
Fanwood. He was a member of the
Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department,

the Fanwood Rescue Squad and the
Fanwood Lions Club. Even after his
retirement and up until recently, he
always enjoyed a ride around
Fanwood to see what was new, and

to “Check,” as he called
it. He was also a long-
time member of the Cres-
cent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church in Plainfield,
where he served as an
usher, deacon and Elder.
George loved the beach,
specifically Long Beach
Island — he would be
perfectly content sitting
in a chair in the sun, or
on his boat, affection-
ately called “Cop-Out.”

He was predeceased by
his wife of 43 years,
Phyllis, who died in 2011.
Surviving are his daugh-

ter, Meghan Petrofsky (John); his son,
Douglas G. Germinder (MaryAnne);
his brother, Robert Germinder (Bar-
bara); five grandchildren, Abby,
Grace, Douglas, John “Jack” and
Luke; four nephews and three nieces.

Due to the current pandemic, a
public memorial service will be held
at a later date at the Crescent Avenue
Presbyterian Church in Plainfield.

The family has asked that any me-
morial donations be made in George’s
memory to the Soup Kitchen
(Valarie’s Kitchen) at the Crescent
Avenue Presbyterian Church, 716
Watchung Avenue, Plainfield, N.J.
07060, www.crescentonline.org. Ar-
rangements were by Memorial Fu-
neral Home in Fanwood
(www.fanwoodmemorial.com).

July 16, 2020

MOVING UP...The Kindergarten class at The Wardlaw+Hartridge School in
Edison shared poems, songs and personal reflections during a heartwarming
virtual graduation ceremony on June 8. Students spelled out “Kindergarten,”
with each letter signifying a different important word. They then shared “My
Favorite Part of Kindergarten” with a series of homemade video clips, after
which they recited the poem “First Grade Here I Come.” Kindergarten
teachers Jennifer Geissler, pictured with her class, and Michele Quinones read
the names of the 25 young graduates and virtually presented certificates to
them before the recessional.

Local Residents Earn
Degrees From Arcadia
GLENSIDE, Pa. — Arcadia Uni-

versity awarded degrees on May 15
in an online Grad-away-tion Com-
mencement celebration.

Among the graduates were Casey
Marks of Cranford, who earned a
Master of Science in Genetic Coun-
seling, and Alexandria Davenport
of Plainfield, who received a Mas-
ter of Medical Science in Physician
Assistant Studies and a Master of
Public Health.

Arcadia University President Dr.
Ajay Nair conferred baccalaureate,
master’s and doctoral degrees and
certificates to approximately 1,000
students in the pre-recorded ceremony.

Diana S. Mulligan, 77, Beloved Mother;
Had Long Career In Labor Relations

Diana S. Mulligan, 77, of
Wyomissing, Pennsylvania, died on
Friday, July 10, 2020. She is sur-
vived by her husband of 53 years,
Francis Martin Mulligan; her daugh-
ters, Sarah Mulligan, wife of Chris-
topher O’ Donnell, of
New York City, and
Abigail Ruth Mulligan,
wife of George
Danenhauer, of
Westfield, New Jersey;
her grandchildren, Mar-
garet Honoria
Danenhauer and George
Alexander Danenhauer;
a brother, Gerald
Slapkus of Seven Hills,
Georgia, and a sister,
Cynthia Neidlinger of
Mechanicsville, Vir-
ginia, along with numer-
ous nephews and nieces.

Diana was born on
December 13, 1942 in
Kearny, New Jersey. Her
parents, Mary Rudaitis
Slapkus and Adam
Slapkus, returned to
their hometown of New
Philadelphia in
Schuylkill County, Pa.,
after Adam entered the
Army during World War
II. Diana graduated from
Nativity BVM High
School, Pottsville, Pa.,
and Holy Family Col-
lege in Philadelphia,
which she attended on
an academic scholar-
ship. She formed a close
circle of friends at Holy Family,
who have continued to meet yearly
at a celebration they call “Christ-
mas Rose.”

Diana met her future husband,
Frank, at a dean’s reception while
both were attending Temple Law
School. They became engaged while
watching the classic film White
Christmas, with marriage following
several months later, on May 27,
1967. Frank and Diana shared a deep
and abiding love based on mutual
respect, loyalty and faith.

After marriage, Diana and Frank
relocated to the Reading, Pa. area.
They made their home in
Wyomissing, where they raised their
family. Diana was a devoted and
loving mother to Sarah and Abigail.
She read her daughters countless sto-
ries when they were young, orga-
nized summer vacations to destina-
tions across America, and ferried
them to practices, exams, airports
and interviews. She took great pride

in her daughters’ academic, profes-
sional and personal accomplish-
ments. Later, when her grandchil-
dren were born, her life was renewed.
Margaret and Alex brought her a joy
that was palpable to all who knew

her.
In her professional life,

Diana worked for the
Pennsylvania Labor Re-
lations Board as a hear-
ing examiner. Beginning
in the early 1980s, she
worked as a labor arbi-
trator and fact-finder, de-
ciding cases in Pennsyl-
vania, Washington D.C.,
and many other states and
writing her final opinion
in February 2020. Diana
also taught courses at
Alvernia University and
Albright College in la-
bor relations.

Diana believed in be-
ing a strong support not
only for her family but
for her community. She
had been a board mem-
ber of the Greater Berks
Food Bank and the
Friends of the Reading
Museum. She was also a
supporter of Mary’s Shel-
ter in Reading.

Diana and Frank en-
joyed traveling the globe
together and, in later years,
taking Caribbean cruises
with three generations of
family. She also enjoyed
cooking, gardening,

needlework and cards.
Diana began her faith journey at

Sacred Heart parish in New Philadel-
phia and continued as a parishioner at
Sacred Heart parish in West Reading.

Diana was dearly loved and will be
deeply missed. Her family takes com-
fort in the wonderful memories of
their time with Diana.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated on Monday, July 20, 2020,
at 10 a.m., at the Sacred Heart Roman
Catholic Church in West Reading,
Pa. Burial will follow at Gethsemane
Cemetery. Friends and family may
call on Sunday, July 19, from 5 until
7 p.m., at the Edward J. Kuhn Funeral
Home, Inc., 739 Penn Avenue, West
Reading. The family respectfully re-
quests that masks be worn and that
social distancing and other COVID-
19 precaution procedures be followed.

Condolences, tributes and fond
memories may be expressed at
www.kuhnfuneralhomes.com.
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Local Students Make
Clemson Dean’s List
CLEMSON, S.C. — Clemson Uni-

versity has announced its Dean’s List
for the Spring 2020 semester. To be
named to the Dean’s List, a student
must have a grade-point average be-
tween 3.50 and 3.99 on a 4.0 scale.

The following local students were
among those on the Dean’s List:

Cranford residents Emma E.
Didzbalis, majoring in Biological
Sciences; Mckenna Elaine Flynn,
majoring in Biological Sciences, and
Brett Peterson Mallon, majoring in
Mechanical Engineering.

Fanwood residents Isabella Anna
Bernardo, majoring in Packaging
Science, and Robert M. Nugent, ma-
joring in Biological Sciences.

Mountainside resident Michael
Dominic Ciccimarra, majoring in
Mathematical Sciences.

Scotch Plains residents Brianna J.
O’Brien, majoring in Marketing; Tyler
Costas O’Brien, majoring in Indus-
trial Engineering, and Brianna Marie
Sorrentino, majoring in Marketing.

Westfield residents Thomas Gabriel
Brennan, Jr., majoring in Pre-Busi-
ness, and Tyler Wright, majoring in
Civil Engineering.

Remembering Joan Sprague
Joan Wright Sprague, born on

February 24,  1928,  entered
heaven’s gates on Friday, July 10,
2020, after fighting a broken heart
and health complications.

Joan was married to Lawrence
Baldwin Sprague, who prede-
ceased her on October
8, 2005. They lived in
Scotch Plains, N.J.,
during their employ-
ment years and spent
their retirement years
in Hilton Head Island,
S.C.

Joan is survived by
three children: Tracy
Sprague Byrnes and
her husband, Bob, of
Davidson, N.C., Jef-
frey Sprague and his
wife, Karen, of Flagler
Beach, Fla., and Rich-
ard Sprague and his wife, Joanne,
of Scotch Plains, N.J. Joan is also
survived by nine grandchildren:
Jeffrey Byrnes (wife, Leah), Mor-
gan Byrnes Grayson (husband,
Ryan), Cory Byrnes, Tiffany
Sprague Jensen (husband, Aaron),
Michael Sprague (wife, Sianne),
Katie Sprague Panza (husband, Pe-
ter), Christopher Sprague (wife,
Lisa), Gail Sprague and Taylor
Sprague, and five great-grandchil-

dren: Liam, Cole and Jordan
Jensen, Gabriella Sprague and
Sara Panza, plus two nephews who
loved her dearly: David and Eric
Hansen.

As well as caring for her family,
Joan was a very independent

woman. She created a
pre-school program at
her local YMCA and di-
rected the program’s
growth until her retire-
ment in 1983. She was
an avid community vol-
unteer at the Scotch
Plains Thrift Shop and
the Hilton Head hospi-
tal auxiliary. Her hob-
bies included time at
the New Jersey shore,
caring for her many ani-
mals, reading, playing
golf, and taking care of

her grandchildren.
At Joan’s request, there will be

no funeral services or ceremony. If
you would like to make a donation
in her honor, some of her favorite
charities were Cancer Research,
https://www.cancerresearch.org;
Hilton Head Humane Society, http:/
/www.hhhumane.org, and the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA,
https://fspymca.org.
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Joan Sprague

Diana S. Mulligan

Local URI Students Attain
Dean’s List Recognition

KINGSTON, R.I. — The Univer-
sity of Rhode Island has announced
its Spring 2020 Dean’s List. Hon-
ored students represent nearly all of
Rhode Island’s cities and towns, all
six New England states, New York
and New Jersey, and many other
states and countries.

To be included on the Dean’s
List, full-time students must have
completed 12 or more credits for
letter grades during a semester and
achieved at least a 3.30 quality
point average. Part-time students
qualify with the accumulation of
12 or more credits for letter grades
earning at least a 3.30 quality point
average.

Students from six area towns
were named to the Dean’s List.

Dean’s List honorees from
Cranford include Alexa Cafiso, Lily

Gudoski, Juliana Marcotrigiano and
Jennifer Newport.

James Tenzer of Fanwood and
Victoria Marano of Garwood also
earned Dean’s List recognition.

Emily Pires and Carly Zurla, both
of Mountainside, achieved Dean’s
List distinction as well.

Honorees from Scotch Plains in-
clude Daniel Donaldson, Ben
Fleischer, Jessi Florendo, Tommy
Laucik, Ava Leichtling, Laura
Pansulla and Adam Weiner.

Westfield honorees include Isaac
Amador, Lexi Fasano, Abby Jones,
Liam Loughlin, Emily Riordan and
Harry Schlenger.

In May 2020, more than 3,500
undergraduate and about 700 gradu-
ate degrees were awarded. The Uni-
versity of Rhode Island now has more
than 120,000 alumni worldwide.

Westfield Library Postpones
Reopening, Offers Updates

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library continues planning
for its reopening. Out of an abun-
dance of caution, the library will post-
pone the limited reopening that had
been scheduled for July 13.

“The Library Board of Trustees,
the Board of Health and the Town of
Westfield have decided that we must
postpone the limited reopening of
the library until a future date has
been decided and the number of cases
in Westfield declines again,” Library
Director Phil Israel said. “The li-
brary is a popular gathering space,
and we are eager to reopen, but not
until we can ensure the safety of our
patrons and staff.”

The library will continue to pro-
vide its “Curbside Service” with ex-
panded hours. With this service, pa-
trons can reserve all types of library
materials either by accessing their
accounts online or by calling the li-
brary at (908) 789-4090.

Placing holds and curbside pickup
will now be available 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday, and 10
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on Friday and Satur-

day. Materials can be picked up the
day after they are placed on hold, and
those items placed on hold on Satur-
day will be available on Monday.

Patrons also can return materials to
the book drops or the library’s Meet-
ing Room Monday through Saturday,
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., or 4:30 p.m., de-
pending upon the day of the week.

Library patrons are encouraged to
check the library’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/wmlnj and website,
wmlnj.org, for future news regarding
the library’s reopening.

They also are invited to join a
Facebook group just for kids and their
adults, facebook.com/groups/
WMLKidsRoom/. Participants will get
access to Page Turner Adventures,
which has something special every
weekday, plus storytimes, crafts, yoga,
dance and more. Virtual yoga classes
for adults and youth also are planned.

Ken-Kwofie On Dean’s
Commendation List

GETTYSBURG, Pa. — Jessica
Ken-Kwofie of Westfield has been
placed on the Dean’s Commendation
List for outstanding academic achieve-
ment in the Spring 2020 semester.

Students with a quality point aver-
age in the range of 3.300 to 3.599 for
a semester’s work are placed on the
college’s Dean’s Commendation List.

Founded in 1832, Gettysburg Col-
lege is a highly-selective, four-year
residential college of liberal arts and
sciences. It includes Rhodes Schol-
ars, a Nobel laureate and other distin-
guished scholars among its alumni.
The college enrolls 2,600 undergradu-
ate students and is located on a 200-
acre campus adjacent to the
Gettysburg National Military Park in
Pennsylvania.
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One Woman Play Shines Light on Muslim
Women Navigating Post 9/11 World

Library to Feature
‘Totally Tarot Method’

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Public Library invites the commu-
nity to join Vikki Anderson on
Wednesday, July 22, at 7 p.m., via
Zoom for the “Totally Tarot
Method.” Participants will learn how
to easily interpret tarot cards by color,
direction and picture.

Interested persons are asked to
register for this event on the
library’s online calendar at
youseemore.com/garwood, by call-
ing (908) 789-1670 or by emailing
garwoodlibrary@garwood.org to
receive the Zoom link.

The City by the Bay Offers
Plenty To Capture Your Heart
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Leader/Times
Summer Travel Series

There is much to see in the beau-
tiful City by the Bay so proudly put
on your tourist cap and some com-
fortable walking shoes, make sure
your hamstrings are stretched and
your knees in shape and get out and
explore what is arguably America’s
prettiest city.  There are numerous
neighborhoods to explore along with
a number of must-see landmarks.

First up, of course, is the breath-
taking Golden Gate Bridge.  One
travel guide described this stunning
structure as “possibly the most beau-
tiful, certainly the most photo-
graphed, bridge in the world.”  You
can walk the mile-long span on the
Bay side, taking care to avoid bicy-
clists, and take in sweeping views
of the sea, the city skyline and
Alcatraz Island.

At the northern end of the bridge,
you can walk two miles down to
Sausalito—or turn around and head
back into San Francisco and right
into the Presidio.  This former mili-
tary base is now a 7.5-sq. mile park
that contains wooded areas, hills,
hiking trails, a golf course, camp-
grounds and vistas overlooking the
Bridge, the Bay and the Pacific
Ocean.

Further along the waterfront,
you’ll find Fisherman’s Wharf,
where you’ll find crowds (once the
pandemic lockdowns are over),
shops, restaurants, museums, the
ferry terminals and, next to Pier 39,
a colony of sea lions.

From the waterfront, find a cable
car and take a ride on this most
iconic of San Francisco icons.  The
system is the world’s last manually-
operated cable car system.  You
basically just jump aboard as it
passes and hang on and enjoy the
ride up and down some of the city’s
steepest hills.  And to get an idea of
how this amazing system operates,
visit the Cable Car Museum in Nob
Hill.

Be sure to also take a few minutes
to see the famed Lombard Street, a
beautifully landscaped and steep
one-block section of roadway that
consists of eight tight hairpin turns.

Located between Hyde and
Leavenworth Streets, Lombard may
be the more famous twisting street
but a two-block section of Vermont
Street, in a neighborhood not quite
as picturesque, has been shown to
be a bit more crooked than Lombard.

In the opposite direction stands
Coit Tower, a 210-foot high art deco
tower in the Telegraph Hill neigh-

borhood that is home to several mu-
rals from the 1930s and offers pretty
much a 360-degree view of the city,
the Bay and beyond.

Among the sites you’ll see in the
distance is the forbidding Alcatraz
Island, situated in San Francisco
Bay about a mile-and-a-half off-
shore.  The small island, often re-
ferred to as “The Rock,” was devel-
oped first as a military fortification,
then a military prison and then, from
1933 to 1963, as a notorious federal
prison that housed such criminal
luminaries as Al Capone, “Machine
Gun” Kelly and Robert Stroud, “the
Birdman of Alcatraz.”

As you walk around the city, you’ll
note the abundance of Edwardian
and Victorian architecture.  About
50,000 homes in these styles were
built between 1849 and 1915, and

many still stand, having survived
the ravages of both time and earth-
quakes. The most notable of these
homes is a row of pretty Victorians
called the “Painted Ladies” located
in Alamo Square Park.  Once you’re
here, you’re not too far of a walk
from the Haight-Ashbury neighbor-
hood that was a haven for 1960s
hippies, the Castro area that is the

largest gay neighborhood in the U.S.
and Golden Gate Park, which is
similar in shape and appearance to
New York’s Central Park but about
20 percent larger.

Next to the Castro is the Mission
District, an eclectic neighborhood
that features painted murals on many
of its buildings.  Closer to down-
town, where you’ll find all the high-
end shopping you could want, is the
SoMa District, situated south of
Market Street, where you’ll find art
studios, nightclubs and small shops.

As you make your way around
this beautiful city and find your legs
and feet in need of a rest, San
Francisco’s efficient public transit
system provides a comfortable way
to get around.  It’s a half-hour sub-
way trip from the airport to down-
town.  The pretty college town of
Berkeley is a short trip from down-
town via Oakland.  And the wonder-
ful AT&T Park, home to the base-
ball Giants, is only a mile or so from
downtown.

One word of caution about San
Francisco: There are a lot of home-
less people there.  They are seem-
ingly everywhere in the city and
while none that I’ve seen were par-
ticularly aggressive or menacing,
be prepared for more than you’ve
ever seen anywhere else.

A day or a weekend in San Fran-
cisco does not allow for enough
time to discover all the great things
in this pretty and varied city.  I’ve
spent a total of about two weeks
there over the years, and I still need
to go back!

Fred T. Rossi for The Leader/Times
GOLDEN GATE...The view of the Golden Gate bridge in San Francisco.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION — While TV is offering
movie reruns, live readings, Broad-
way trivia quizzes and Disney Plus is
raking in hundreds of dollars in sub-
scriptions to view the movie version
of Hamilton, Premiere Stages, the
professional theater at Kean Univer-
sity is continuing to bring entertain-
ment to its live theatre-starved audi-
ences.

On July 7, it presented Unveiled, a
one-woman show
written and per-
formed on tape by
Rohina Malik in a
Zoom screening.
The pay-for-view
presentation was a
50-minute play
about five Muslim
women navigating
complex social is-
sues in a post Sep-
tember 11 world.

The playwright,
an accomplished
actress, has per-
formed this play in
theaters across the
United States. For
the Premiere
Stages offering,
she taped a version
of it for online pro-
gramming during
the time of social
distancing. She
collaborated with Sabeena Schmidt,
the director and editor of the piece, to
present a visually stunning and deeply
moving production. Still shots of a
tray of teacups or glasses of tea were
interspersed with the live-action to
present each of the five women’s story.
The bookends of serving tea with each
woman’s tale are a visual delight. In a
talkback after the production, Ms.
Malik explained that Maryam’s story
of the horrific occurrence at a wedding
was based on something autobio-
graphical. After sharing what she wrote
about that earth-shattering event to a
writing group she attended, she was
encouraged to expand that incident,
add other characters and flesh it into
the full play.

And truthfully, because Ms. Malik

does such an incredible job of telling
each woman’s tale using a variety of
dialects and accents and different set-
tings and costuming, it is fascinating.

Maryam, the first woman, serves
chocolate chai. She is a dress de-
signer and an artist. She shares that
“People want a Bollywood-look after
seeing the popular film Slum Dog
Millionaire.” When her invisible cus-
tomer says she wants a wedding dress,
Maryam says she cannot make an-
other dress for a wedding because it
elicits too many bad memories. The

last wedding dress she designed was
for her good friend’s celebration.
When an ignorant guest of another
wedding at the same venue tells her to
“take that garbage off your head (her
hijab),” she is attacked by him and
winds up in the police station. Through
the first-person narration, we feel her
shame, pain, anger and frustration of
being a victim of senseless hatred.

The next woman, a lawyer named
Noor, offers Moroccan mint tea and
oranges. Changing accent and voice
inflection to deliver words from
Noor’s mother and father in object-
ing to her marrying a man she loves,
Ms. Malik displays her acting versa-
tility. Her story is another touching
one where the character is raped and
her husband murdered right in front

of her. She does not want to testify
publicly at the trial of the offenders
for she feels she will bring shame to
her family. In addressing this hate
crime, her mother tells her, “There is
no shame in the truth. Silence is some-
times a crime. Never say ‘Why me?’
Say ‘What for?’” Through this hor-
rific experience, her “What for?” in
life was to become a lawyer who
would fight for justice in the world.

Bitter coffee is presented in the
next scene where Inez, a black woman
with a soft Southern drawl, addresses

her “sisters.” The
bitter coffee is to
recall the bitter-
ness of September
11. She tells them
she was pregnant
with her second
child. Wearing her
hijab, she was
shopping and
passed a store with
a crowd watching
the TV set account
of the planes hit-
ting the Twin Tow-
ers. The reaction of
the mob to her is
frightening. She
reflects that in that
moment she real-
ized that it was not
just her situation
but was every
American’s prob-
lem. “Today it’s

my rights… tomorrow it could be
yours,” she warns.

Hip hop rapper Shabana serves
glasses of pink chai as she speaks to a
London magazine reporter. She re-
minds him that she wears her hijab to
show her feminism. Recalling with
chagrin and a bit of rancor, she relates
her mother’s words to “Rub lemons
on your face, Shabana, to make your
skin lighter.” Her parents try to ar-
range her marriage and change her.
She tells her story to the writer be-
cause she says he has “the power of
the pen.”

The last narrator is Layla, a
restauranteur who tells her waiters,
“if customers have to wait for a
table, serve them tea.” Her bever-
age of choice is sage tea. As her
saga unfolds, she invites the lis-
tener to “get to know me. Islam
means ‘We are one people.” She
commiserates with the families who
lost loved ones during September
11 because she knows that pain first-
hand. To a man whose hatred rages,
she asks Allah to “make his heart
unveiled.”

This powerful, intellectually and
emotionally stimulating piece is an
eye-opening work that serves as a
voice for an underserved popula-
tion. Ms. Malik told the online audi-
ence, “I was concerned about other
cultures in America and the backlash
after 9/11. The way Muslims are
represented [even today] in the me-
dia… My community is the bad guy.
It is a form of dehumanization.” This
presentation certainly casts a
thoughtful spotlight on how to see
one another with the understanding
and brotherhood of all humankind.

Mixing
With Zest

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood  Times

Homemade Summer
Popsicles!

As the summer heats up, there is
no better way to cope than making
some homemade
popsicles! I grew up
making homemade
popsicles, so they
hold a special place
in my heart. Best of
all, the sky’s the limit
when it comes to cre-
ating your own per-
fect popsicle. I hope
you enjoy trying a few
of the recipes I cre-
ated here!

For each recipe,
throw the ingredients
into a blender and pour into a
popsicle mold. If any of your mix-
tures are too thick to pour into the
mold, feel free to add a touch more
liquid. Freeze for at least 5 hours
and enjoy.

Boozy Almond and Chocolate
Chip:

• 15 ice cubes
• 3/4 cup unsweet almond milk
• 1/4 cup Baileys Almande
• 1/8 cup semi-sweet chocolate

chips
• Sprinkle of cinna-

mon
Fruity Coconut:
• 1/4 cup unsweet co-

conut milk
• 1/2 banana
• 2 tablespoons

unsweet almond milk
• 1/4 green pear (skin

and all)
• 2 ice cubes
Fresh Watermelon

and Lime: When fro-
zen, the limeade and

watermelon will separate creating
a beautiful ombre effect.

• 2 cups cubed watermelon (I used
seedless watermelon)

• 1/2 cup sparkling limeade
• Juice of one lime

UNVEILING...Rohina Malik stars in Unveiled, a one-woman show which she both
wrote and performed on tape, for Premier Stages at Kean University.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACT TWO...Artist Ricardo Roig has begun work on the second mural at the underpass between North and South Avenues
in Westfield. SEI construction donated the labor and the project is completely funded by donations and grant money,
including grants from the State of NJ Main Street program, Union County Heart Program, Westfield Foundation,
Presbyterian Church, and individual donors including James Ward. The murals are intended to begin the process in creating
an art/cultural destination and serve an a visual invitation connecting both sides of town. New work and an entire collection
of original hand cut prints by Mr. Roig, a Westfield High School graduate, are on display at The French Martini, located
at 41 Elm Street in Westfield.

County’s Senior Art Exhibit
Now Accepting Registrations

UNION COUNTY — The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers is pleased to invite all residents
of Union County, age 6o or older, to
register for the Union County Se-
nior Citizens’ Virtual Art Exhibit.
Qualifying works of art will be dis-
played online this fall from October
12 to December 30. This year’s
Senior Art Exhibit is being held
entirely online due to the COVID-
19 outbreak.

The deadline to register is Friday,
September 4. Registration online is
required, and a digital image of the
artwork entry must be submitted to
complete the registration.

“Each year the Senior Art Exhibit
provides senior residents with an
opportunity to share their view of
the world through their artwork,”
said Freeholder Chairman
Mirabella. “Although we are doing
things virtually this year we are
proud to support this program,
which highlights the skills and in-
sights of senior artists in the
County.”

The Senior Art Exhibit is an an-
nual program presented and coordi-
nated by the Union County Office
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.
Artists at any level of skill or expe-
rience are invited to register, in-
cluding amateurs, non-profession-
als and working professionals. To

qualify, the artwork must have been
created within the past three years
and must be an original creation of
the artist.

Registrants can enter a work in a
variety of categories: acrylic paint-
ing, oil painting, watercolor, pastel,
works on paper (drawing), photog-
raphy, digital art (excluding digital
photography), mixed media,
printmaking, sculpture, and craft.

All artworks entered will be
judged by a panel of professional
artists. In each art category, sepa-
rate awards will be given to profes-
sionals and non-professionals. First-
place winners in all categories will
go on to compete at the state level in
the New Jersey Senior Citizens Art
Show, also being held online this
fall.

For complete information and to
register, visit the Union County
website at www.ucnj.org/senior-art.

For seniors who do not have
internet access, a relative or friend
with an email address may assist
and register on behalf of the artist,
or staff at the Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs will assist the art-
ist with registration by phone. For
assistance or questions, or to re-
ceive complete instructions by mail
or email, call (908) 558-2552, or
email culturalinfo@ucnj.org. Relay
users dial 711.
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From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times — Full ac-
counts are in the archives for the
corresponding years.

June 30, 2019: Two familiar
District 12 teams met face-to-
face in the second round of Pool
N play of the Cal Ripken 12U
State Tournament hosted by
Westfield on June 30. The
Mountainside team received su-
perb performances from starting
pitcher Mike Liloia and reliever

Anthony Denora to earn their
team a 5-1 victory over the host-
ing team, Westfield White, on
Gumbert Field 1.

Liloia pitched the first four in-
nings and permitted no runs on
three hits and three walks, while
striking out five Blue Devils.
Denora was on the mound for
two innings and allowed one run
on two hits, while walking five
and striking out three batters.
Westfield White went with starter
Billy Gerne, who pitched four in-

nings and allowed two runs on six
hits and three walks, while strik-
ing out two batters. Grant Como
came to the mound in the fifth
inning and allowed three runs on
three hits and two walks.

Mountainside leadoff hitter
Dylan Gardner rapped a pair of
doubles with one RBI in his four
plate appearances. Alex Adornato
singled twice, and Ryan Hilongos
went 2-for-2 with an RBI. Blue
Devil Billy Gerne reached base in
all three of his at-bats with a pair
of singles and a walk. Jonny Sica
went 1-for-1 and scored Westfield
White’s only run. Zach Mendoza,
who walked twice, had the only
RBI. Brody Henderson and Luke

Bracco, who also walked, each
had a single.

July 2, 2019: “Fun” and brush-
ing up on the fundamentals were
the primary objectives for an 8U
baseball game and both teams
blended plenty of fun with plenty
of action when the Clark Bomb-
ers faced the Westfield White at
Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield on
July 2. In a game that featured
17 walks, eight hit batters, 14
awarded hits, 26 strikeouts, a
mass of stolen bases, numerous
challenging ground balls and
some very interesting plays, the
Clark visitors came out on top
with a 14-6 victory.

Jack Thompson had five RBI for
the Bombers, which included a
pair of two-run singles. Chris

Oligino had an RBI single and
scored once for Westfield and Joe
DeSimone also rapped an RBI
single and scored once.

July 3, 2019: Long ball was on
the menu but it was just the
Darby Road Brainard boys of the
West Division who voraciously
feasted upon it during a Scotch
Plains Men’s Softball League
double header with a malnour-
ished (undermanned) Gas House
Gorillas squad from the East Di-
vision at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on July 3. The Darby Road
Brainard boys sapped the steam
out of the Gorillas in Game 1 with
a 14-2, five-inning pelting then
bombarded the defenseless Go-
rillas, 21-3, in Game 2.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THIRD BASE...Clark Bomber Cody Alicea swipes third base in the first inning as
Westfield White third baseman Joe DeSimone attempts to get the throw. Alicea had two hits and
scored three runs as the Clark 8U Bombers defeated Westfield White, 14-6, at Gumbert Field 1 in
Westfield on July 2, 2019.

David B. Corbin (July 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD THROW TO FIRST...Mountainside first baseman Alex Adornato watches the ball sail past
him on an attempted pickoff of Westfield White’s Zach Mendoza in the second inning of the Cal
Ripken 12U State Tournament game at Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield on June 30, 2019. Mountainside
won 5-1.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Aaron Richards was the “big
bang” man with three home runs,
a double, a dinky single and nine
RBI. Moe Walter went 3-for-4 in
Game 2 with a two-run home run
and a two-run triple, while scor-
ing three times. Dennis DiMascio,
who went 2-for-3 in Game 2,
bounced a three-run homer that
shaved the tree line then de-
flected off the top of the right
field fence in Game 1.

Although he did not blast a
home run, Darby’s Gus Alvarez

thumped three triples, scored
twice and had five RBI. Interest-
ingly, Jarrod Pence, normally a
long ball hitter, rapped four
singles and a triple with four RBI
and five runs scored. Marty Marks
contributed an RBI triple and an
RBI double, while scoring three
times. Gary Pence, the ace pitcher
on the powerhouse Deegan Roof-
ing team of the Union County
Senior 50+ League, smacked
three singles and a double with
four runs scored and an RBI. But

he was most effective on the
mound limiting the Gas House
Gorillas to just two runs in Game
1 and three runs in Game 2

June 30, 2018: The “Big
Bang” theory played itself out
baseball style between the top-
seeded Millburn Millers and the
second-seeded Cranford Cou-
gars in the 12U Championship
game of the Cal Ripken, Jr. Dis-
trict 12 Tournament held at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on
June 30. Similar to their 10-0

victory over the Westfield Blue
in the semifinals, the Cougars
came out slugging even more so
to claim the title with a 13-4
victory over the Millers.

The Cougars amassed 15 hits,
which included four home runs
and a double. Shea Grady, who
scored three times, whacked a
pair of solo home runs, one in the
first inning and the second in the
fifth. In between, he was inten-
tionally walked twice. Jack
Zambito went 3-for-4 with a solo

homer, three RBI and three runs
scored. Sean Woodruff blasted a
two-run homer and an RBI single,
walked once and scored twice.
Dennis McCaffery doubled,
singled, was hit-by-a-pitch and
scored once. Owen Baratta
singled twice and scored once.

July 5, 2018: Thomas
O’Connor and Jayden Dagner
drove in three runs apiece as
Summit defeated Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 11-6, in a 9U New

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING HIM AT THE PLATE...Darby Road Brainard catcher Damon Roth puts the tag on Gas
House Gorilla Matt Hoynoski in the third inning of Game 2 at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
July 3, 2019. Darby Road won both games.

David B. Corbin (July 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAL RIPKEN 12U DISTRICT 12 CHAMPIONS....Rooted on by their cheerleaders, the Cranford
12U baseball team defeated Millburn, 13-4, to claim the Cal Ripken, Jr. District 12 Crown at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June 30, 2018.

This page is brought to you by:
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Providence Gold League game
played on July 5 at Booth Field in
Scotch Plains. Summit pulled
away from a 6-6 tie after two
innings behind lights-out relief
pitching from O’Connor, who
came into the game in the third
inning, and Dagner, who entered
the game in the sixth. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood was held score-
less over the final four innings.

Raider Aiden Luccarelli, who
tripled in the second inning,
smashed an RBI triple down the

leftfield line that scored Sean
Sponheimer in the first inning.
James Masterson, who scored
twice, benefited from a mis-
communication in the Summit
infield when his routine popup
fell in between short and third
base allowing Luccarelli to score
from third. Brady Gelb plated
two runs on an infield single to
give the Raiders a 4-3 lead in
the first.

July 5, 2018: Opportunities
were abundant and each team

took advantage of them offen-
sively in a match-up between the
Chatham Cougars 12U team and
the Westfield 12Us in New Provi-
dence Green League action at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on
July 5. In the end, the Westfield
Silver managed to seize the most
opportunities to earn a 20-17
victory.

The Westfield Silver totaled 15
hits and mixed them with nine
walks and a number of errors to
stay ahead of Chatham. Every

player received four plate ap-
pearances and played various
defensive positions. The Silver
consisted of Evan Dunham, Owen
Dunham, Tristan Callow, Jeremy
Cruz, Christian Malgieri, Zach
Korr, Paul Shyposh, Owen
Hilliard, Max Victorino and Peter
Mignemi.

Shyposh rapped three singles,
scored twice and knocked in three
runs. Cruz went 3-for-3, which
included a ground rule double,
walked once, scored all four times

and added two RBI. Leadoff hit-
ter Evan Dunham went 3-for-3,
walked once, scored twice and
had an RBI. Korr went 2-for-2,
walked twice, scored three times
and had an RBI. Hilliard hit an
RBI single, scored twice and
walked twice. Callow had an RBI
single and scored twice. Owen
Dunham singled and scored twice
and Victorino scored once.

July 2, 2017: Two 5-0 teams
facing each other, so something

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUGHT IN THE ACT...Chatham’s Gavin McElroy gets caught in a rundown between third and
home as Westfield Silver catcher Zach Korr makes sure he goes no further in the New Providence
12U Green League game on July 5, 2018.

David B. Corbin (July 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOKING FOR THE CALL...Scotch Plains-Fanwood White’s Jack Sponheimer looks for the call
as Millburn-Short Hills first baseman Finlay La Londe makes a big stretch during the Ripken 10U
District 12 finals at Booth Field on July 2, 2017.

This page is brought to you by:
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had to give. And the giving be-
gan in the bottom of the second
inning when Millburn-Short Hills
scored six runs, added another
six in the third then held the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood White
scoreless in the top of the fourth
to earn the Cal Ripken 10U Dis-
trict 12 crown with a 13-3, three
and one-half inning victory at
Booth Field in Scotch Plains on
July 2.

Both teams proved that they
had members, who could hit the

long ball as Raider Dom Erbafina
hammered a three-run home run
in the first inning scoring Bobby
Christiansen and AJ Saccento,
who had both singled, and Miller
Alex Faust blasted a three-run
shot in the second. Faust added
a two-run single to finish with
five RBI. Raider Jack Sponheimer
just missed a home run with a
double off the centerfield fence
and Miller Billy Gerne (1-for-2,
walk, 3 RBI) sizzled a two-run
double in the third.

July 5, 2017: Two familiar
friendly foes faced each other
once again, this time in a New
Providence 12U Green League
game between Berkeley Heights
and Westfield White at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield on July 5. In
the past, both teams have been
on the winning side of high-scor-
ing, as well as low-scoring con-
tests but Berkeley Heights made
strong contact at the plate,
worked several walks, pulled off
several fine defensive plays and

capitalized on several Westfield
White miscues to emerge with a
17-4, four-inning triumph.

Westfield White managed five
hits and were allowed no free
passes. With no player getting
more than two at-bats, Leo
Mangiamele doubled and scored
once. Jared Goldman and Ben
Kelly each rapped an RBI single
and scored once, Kevin Halleran
singled and scored once and
Brendan Percival singled in his
one plate appearance. Theo Sica

had an RBI sac fly. Ethan Stack
and Matt Parrish each reached
base on an error.

July 6, 2017: Nearly every-
thing that could happen in a
ballgame, balks, double plays,
pickoffs, stolen bases, hard hit-
ting and spectacular run-saving
catches, did happen in the New
Providence Gold League 11U
showdown between the Cranford
Blue and the Westfield White at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING A HEALTHY CUT...Cranford 11U Blue batter Matt Goldate takes a healthy cut at the
pitch as Westfield White catcher Christian Schweiger prepares to catch the ball at Gumbert 1 Field
in Westfield on July 6, 2017.

Alex Lowe (July 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY IMPRESSIVE PERFORMANCE...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood 8U Blue baseball team
scored 16 runs in the first inning and defeated South Orange-Maplewood, 18-0, at Booth Field in
Scotch Plains on July 6, 2017. The Raiders improved to 5-0 in New Providence Gold League play.
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July 6. The Cranford Blue pulled
off a pair of double plays and two
rally-killing catches in the out-
field, rapped four doubles, and
benefited from 12 walks and a
run-scoring balk call but still had
to hold back a Westfield White
surge to claim a 12-9 victory.

Cougar Sean Riley, who scored
twice, collected three of his four
RBI on a bases-loaded double in
the top of the fourth inning. Tom
Buckman poked a two-run single
and an RBI single, walked once

and scored once. Ryan Carracino
doubled and scored twice. Nick
Kelly rapped an RBI double and
Leo Kapetanakis doubled and
scored once.

Westfield White hit the ball
hard also and struck out only
once but Cougar pitchers Ed Toy
and Buckman permitted only
three walks. Randy Davis slapped
a two-run single and scored twice,
Christian Schweiger singled twice
and scored twice and Evan Sewald
singled twice and had two RBI.

Lucas Rubiera went 2-for-2,
walked once and scored twice.

July 6, 2017: The Scotch Plains
Raiders made quick work of South
Orange-Maplewood’s Gray team
with an 18-0 victory over the
visiting Cougars in a New Provi-
dence 8U Gold League game
played on July 6 at Booth Field in
Scotch Plains. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood erupted for 16 runs in
the bottom of the first inning and
was never threatened the rest of
the way. Scotch Plains-Fanwood

pitchers Aden Yarnall, Avery
George and Declan Corrigan com-
bined on a four inning, one-hit
shutout to improve the Raiders
record to 5-0.

July 3, 2016: Starting pitcher
Sean Woodruff and reliever Den-
nis McCaffery combined to limit
Millburn-Short Hills to just two
singles and two walks to lead the
Cranford 10U baseball team to
an 11-1 victory in the champion-
ship game of the Cal Ripken Dis-
trict 12 Tournament in Scotch

Plains on July 3. Woodruff pitched
the first three innings, allowing
one unearned run on one hit,
while walking one and striking
out one. McCaffery pitched the
fourth and fifth innings and
yielded just one single and one
walk, while striking out one bat-
ter. First baseman Dylan Faulk
ended the game with a leaping
grab of a liner off the bat of David
Mischel.

Shea Grady went 2-for-3 with

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING GOOD CONTACT...Westfield 14U’s Caitlin Clancy raps a single in the second inning
and adds another in the third against Roselle Park at Memorial 1 Field in Westfield on July 8, 2015.
Westfield defeated Roselle Park, 7-1.

David B. Corbin (July 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING THE SACRIFICE...Cougar Danny Olear laid down a sacrifice bunt to move the runner
into scoring poisiton as Millburn 10U pitcher Ryan Abby tosses to first baseman Bennett Hoffman
in Scotch Plains on July 3, 2016.
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a walk. McCaffery slammed a
double, Will Kahney knocked an
RBI single and Jack Zambito went
2-for-3 with an RBI double. Owen
Baratta went 2-for-3 and scored
twice.

July 6, 2016: Controlled pitch-
ing and opportunistic hitting that
blended very well with a wealth
of free passes permitted the
Westfield White to cruise to a 22-
1 victory over New Providence in
their final game of pool play in
the Cal Ripken 11U District 12

Tournament at Gumbert 3 Field
in Westfield on July 6. The vic-
tory upped Westfield White’s
record to 3-1 and set them up as
the second seed in their bracket
[Westfield Pool] for the playoff
round that was to be played in
Chatham.

Westfield used the strategy of
one inning per pitcher and it
proved to be a very effective
method. Ben Kelly pitched the
first inning, followed by Noah
Fischer, Matt Parrish and Brendan

Percival. The result was a com-
bined no-hitter, with seven walks
and seven strikeouts.

Offensively, Fischer went 3-
for-3 with a double, three runs
scored and two RBI. Owen
Callahan ripped a pair of RBI
singles, an RBI double off the
centerfield fence and scored three
times. Kevin Halleran rapped a
two-run single and a double and
scored once. Kelly ripped an RBI
double, singled, walked twice and
scored three times. Peter Meixner

scored in all three plate appear-
ances and added a pair of RBI.

July 7, 2016: Offense called
the shots but the Clark 12U base-
ball Vipers made the loudest bang
with a 10-run burst in the top of
the fifth inning then added five
more in the sixth inning to dis-
tance itself from the Cranford
White en route to a 22-9 victory
in New Providence Green League
action at Cranford Memorial Field
on July 7. Prior to that outburst,
the two teams were locked in a

seesaw battle for the lead.
Griffin Dowd led Cranford, go-

ing 3-for-3 with a pair of doubles
and a single, while scoring twice
and adding two RBI. Ryan Roese
singled, scored twice and had an
RBI. In his three plate appear-
ances, Anthony Andrew walked
twice, had an RBI single and
scored once. Will Devanney
scored twice, Danny Silva ripped
an RBI single, Jackson Larrabee
scored once and Pranev

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A LOT OF DUST AT HOME...Clark Viper Matty Hoehn stirs up a lot of dust as he scores while
Carnford catcher Danny Silva scrambles for the ball in the fifth inning at Memorial Field in
Cranford on July 7, 2016.

David B. Corbin (July 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SPRINTING TO FIRST...New Providence Pioneer Derek Nesto sprints to first but Westfield White
first baseman Owen Callahan, No. 44, receives the throw to make the putout in the first inning at
Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on July 6, 2016.
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Kondagunta had an RBI and
scored once.

July 1, 2015: Aggressiveness
on the bases turned out to be in
the Westfield White 12’s favor
and it melded well with a strong
pitching performance in a 5-0
victory over New Providence in
New Providence Green League
action at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield. The pitching perfor-
mances of Dan Bills and Adam
Dunaief saw to it that the Pio-
neers had limited opportunities.

Bills pitched four innings, allow-
ing just three singles, while walk-
ing no one and striking out six.
Dunaief retired all six of the bat-
ters he faced in the final two
innings, while striking out two.

July 2, 2015: Lightning strikes
from the bats of the top-seeded
Cranford 11s resulted in a four-
inning, 10-0, jolting of the fourth-
seeded New Providence Little Pio-
neers in a semifinal round game
of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tour-
nament at Gumbert 2 Field in

Westfield.
The Cougars totaled seven hits

but five were for extra bases,
including a monstrous thunder-
clap, two-run home run off the
metal bat of Jake Chapman, who
also doubled and scored three
times. Lukas Ruby whacked a
pair of doubles, one an RBI
ground-rule hop over the
centerfield fence, and walked.
Will Gallagher went 2-for-3 with
two RBI and scored twice.

July 8, 2015: Successful

“Small Ball” took its toll on the
visiting Roselle Park 14U Pan-
thers when they experienced a
7-1 setback to Westfield in a
Parkway Invitational Softball
League (PISL) game at Memorial
Field 1 in Westfield. The Blue
Devils squared off to bunt on
numerous occasions and were
able to manufacture four of their
eight hits or advance the base
runners into scoring position.

Blue Devil pitcher Gen Howell
went the distance and limited

the Panthers to four singles, while
striking out five. Catcher Caitlin
Clancy went 2-for-2 with two RBI
and scored once. Lauren Sullivan
tapped a pair of singles, walked
and scored twice. Megan
Nieswenter had a pair of bunt
singles, walked and scored once.
Lolly Kamienski singled twice and
added an RBI. Anne Friel walked
three times and scored once.
Howell walked twice and scored
once. Muriel Maloney walked once

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WAITING FOR THE RELAY...Cranford first baseman Evan Kanterman waits for the relay as Raider Matt
DeGado legs out a single in the first inning at Memorial Field in Cranford on July 11, 2013.

David B. Corbin (July 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING SECOND BASE...Roselle Park’s Hailey Ortega steals second in the sixth inning as
Westfield shortstop Megan Nieswenter awaits the throw at Memorial Field in Westfield on July 8, 2015.
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and had an RBI. Rachel
Rothenberg had an RBI sacrifice
bunt.

July 3, 2014: The Westfield
12U baseball team recently par-
ticipated in the Cooperstown
Dreams Park Baseball Tourna-
ment on June 28 through July 3.
The 12U Blue Devils were one of
104 teams from around the coun-
try competing in one of the most
competitive 12U baseball tour-
naments in the U.S. The boys
represented Westfield Baseball

in honorable fashion, posting a
4-4 overall record, including sev-
eral thrilling late inning heroics.

Tim Alliegro put on a hitting
performance for the ages. The
12-year-old hit over .950 for the
week including an astonishing
nine homeruns (and four inten-
tional walks). Will Kessler (4
homeruns), Griffin Rooney (1
homerun), Jack Riley (1 HR) and
Dom Maurillo (1 HR) provided
more offensive firepower.

July 7, 2014: Fresh off a won-

derful experience at
Cooperstown, the Westfield
White 12U baseball team and
coaches quickly refocused and
claimed a 10-0, five inning vic-
tory over Springfield at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield. Pitchers Zach
Rever and Colin Murphy com-
bined for a two-hit shutout. Rever
pitched the first three innings,
allowed one single and walked
no one, while striking out four.
Murphy tossed the final two in-
nings, allowing just one single

and a walk, while striking out
three.

July 8, 2014: Focusing on fun
and fundamentals, the Roselle
Park and Westfield Black 9U base-
ball teams battled to a 15-10
decision picked up by the visiting
team in New Providence League
action at Gumbert 3 Field. Charlie
Ehrsam walked three times,
scored three times and had two
RBI. Ryan Pisarro drew three
walks and scored twice for
Westfield. Alex Duncan singled

and walked and scored twice.
Jack McCue whacked an RBI
double and added an RBI walk.

July 10, 2013: Glazed stares
of disbelief emitted from the faces
of the St. Joseph players when
St. Francis paralyzed them with
a nine-run sting in the first inning
and buzzed to a stunning, 14-0
victory in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at
Forest Road Park.

Most notable was St. Fran’s

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SUCCESSFULLY SWIPING SECOND…Westfield Blue’s Mike Ukrainskij, No. 17, plows into
second base as South Orange/Maplewood shortstop Quinn Krais prepares to catch the throw at
Gumbert 2 Field on July 9, 2011.

David B. Corbin (July 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE FORCE OUT...Westfield catcher Julia Romano gets the throw in time for the force
out on Springfield’s Sophia Ritter, No. 1, in the third inning at Westfield High School JV Field on
July 15, 2013.
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veteran hurler Frank Chupko’s
no-hit, performance in his four
and two-third innings on the
mound. Chupko finished up al-
lowing just three singles, walked
one and struck out one batter,
while rapping an RBI single.

July 11, 2013: Jake Van Dam’s
and Jack Jarosz’s effective per-
formances on the mound, along
with key hitting and base run-
ning paved the way for the
Cranford 11s to silence the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Gray, 9-2, in
North Jersey All-Star Baseball
League action at Memorial Field
in Cranford. The Cougars totaled
10 hits, and the biggest “bang”
came off the bat of Connor Katz,
who blasted a two-run home run
in the top of the first inning. Evan
Kanterman chopped an RBI single

and drilled a two-run single. Mike
Murphy went 2-for-2 with a walk
and a run scored, and swiped two
bases.

July 15, 2013: Playoff possi-
bilities were on the line and the
Westfield 12U girls softball team
remained in the hunt with a four-
run fifth inning and an insurance
run in the sixth to spring past
Springfield, 11-9, at the Westfield
High School JV Field. Key hits
came off the bat of Julia Romano,
who looped a two-run single in
the first inning, an RBI single in
the third and an RBI groundout in
the fifth. Maddie Parrish rapped
a key RBI single in the second
and another RBI single in the
fifth, while scoring once. Lucy
Ritter went 2-for-3 with an RBI
and two runs scored. Tessa Verga

singled and had two RBI, and
Molly Sheil singled and scored
twice.

July 7, 2012: Seven games in
Cooperstown did not seem to
slow down the Westfield Blue 12-
year-old baseball team. After one
day’s rest, the Blue put together
a strong pitching performance,
assisted by fine defensive plays
to go with an offensive assault to
defeat Summit, 9-4, at Gumbert
3 Field.

Starter Ryan Chirichella pitched
three shutout innings, allowing
four hits and no walks, while
striking out four batters. Jack
Johnson went 2-for-2, which in-
cluded an RBI double, a walk and
three runs scored. Jake
Obsgarten delivered two singles,
an RBI and a run scored.

July 8, 2012: Millburn 12s
pitching ace Nick Maldonaldo
tossed a complete game shut-
out, allowing just three hits, while
walking none to lead the Millers
to an 8-0 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield in the battle for
third place and advancement to
the Cal Ripken Regional Tourna-
ment. Regan Mooney singled in
the top of the second. Sam
Schetelich had a leadoff single in
the third, and Anthony DiNizo
singled in the fourth.

July 9, 2011: Opportunities
knocked and the Westfield Blue
12s took full advantage of them,
plating two runs in the fourth
inning and five more in the fifth
to break open a tight game en
route to a 9-3 victory over the

South Orange/Maplewood Villag-
ers in Central Jersey All-Star
League action at Gumbert 2 Field
in Westfield. The Blue kept the
Villagers in check with the effec-
tiveness of starting pitcher Vic-
tor Cruz and reliever Matt
LaCorte. In his three innings,
Cruz allowed six hits and two
runs but yielded no walks, while
striking out three. LaCorte
pitched three innings of no-hit
ball, fanned three and walked
one Villager, who managed to
score in the sixth inning.

July 6, 2010: Tie score, bases
loaded in bottom of the sixth
inning with two outs and the
team’s power hitter at the plate
with a full count! A pop-up to
third for the out, and the Westfield

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAFE AT HOME BUT CLOSE...Westfield 9U Black team’s Charlie Ehrsam is tagged by Roselle
Park catcher Julian George in the second inning after he slides safely home at Gumbert 3 Field in
Westfield on July 8, 2014.

David B. Corbin (July 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PULLING IN WITH A KEY TWO-RUN DOUBLE…Westfield Blue’s Lee Papadopoulos, right,
pulls into second base with a standup two-run double in the second inning against the Summit
Hilltoppers on July 7, 2012.
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White comes back to score a run
in the seventh then holds off the
South Orange-Maplewood 12-
year-old baseball team in the
bottom of the inning to claim the
Cal Ripken District 12 champion-
ship at Gumbert 2 Field. Westfield
White starting pitcher Vin
Difilippo tossed three perfect in-
nings. Nick Mele went 2-for-3,
including a double, with two runs
scored. Chris Boutsikaris tripled
to right and scored on Eric
Varakian’s RBI single.

July 9, 2010: The Westfield
Blue 8-year-old baseball team
lashed out with six runs in the
bottom of the fifth inning to push
past Long Hill, 10-3, at Gumbert
3 Field. Little Blue Devil Colin
Freer put the icing on the cake in
that decisive inning with a three-

run home run. He added a pair of
singles and scored a run. Defen-
sively, he made several fine plays.

July 3, 2009: The Westfield
White 11-year-old baseball team
seized many opportunities to
plate nine runs in the fourth in-
ning to earn a 13-2 victory over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood at
Gumbert Field in Westfield.
Westfield White pitchers Nick
Mele and Brett Robertshaw com-
bined to allow six hits and only
one hit batter, while striking out
three Raiders. Chris Rinaldi went
2-for-3 with a run scored and
smacked a key three-run double.
Robertshaw went 2-for-2 with a
walk, two stolen bases, an RBI
and two runs scored. Hopper
Murray (2 runs scored, walk)
whacked a two-run double and

Mele got a pair of singles and an
RBI.

July 10, 2009: Four home
runs, a triple and eight doubles
set the pace for a wild baseball
game that concluded with the
Westfield White 11s holding off a
valiant comeback from the
Cranford Cougars to claim a 15-
9 victory at Gumbert Field.
Westfield White’s victory evened
the face-to-face battles between
the two rivals at two games
apiece.

Chris Rinaldi cleared the bases
with a grand slam home run,
scored twice and added a fifth
RBI to Westfield’s 14-hit attack.
Nick Mele hammered a two-run
homer and Vince DiFilippo drilled
a solo blast, added a single and
scored twice. Cougar Brandon

Kane (2 RBI) started their scor-
ing with a solo homer to center.
Sean Leahey (RBI) went 2-for-2
with a pair of doubles and two
runs scored. Chris Szekeres (run
scored) rapped a pair of doubles
and had three RBI.

July 5, 2008: A very good
fundamentally sound baseball
South Orange/Maplewood base-
ball team capitalized on Scott
Harvey’s RBI single in the sev-
enth inning to seize a 2-1, victory
over a well-schooled Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Gold baseball
team in the semifinals of the
Babe Ruth/Cal Ripken League
District 12 Tournament at Booth
Field in Scotch Plains. George
Leightling brought home the lone
run with an RBI sacrifice fly. Julian
Iarussi, Jason Weisholtz and An-

thony Porchetta each battered a
pair of singles. Matt Heath, AJ
Bonadies and Tyler O’Brien also
tapped singles.

July 1, 2007: Second-seeded
Cranford came up with the right
stuff at the right time, then relied
on its strong defense and pitch-
ing to ward off a comeback to nip
third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Gold, 3-2, in the 11-
year-old semifinals of the Babe
Ruth/Cal Ripken District 12 Base-
ball Tournament at Booth Field in
Scotch Plains. The Gold received
superb performances from both
of their aces, Matt Ridge and Joe
Bonaccorso, Jr.

July 9, 2006: North Elizabeth
rallied for five runs in the final
two innings to overcome the

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY CLOSE PLAY AT HOME BASE...Westfield White 11s catcher Brett Robertshaw puts the
tag on Cranford Cougar Alex Beato as he slides home in the fourth inning (July 10, 2009). Westfield
White withstood a furious Cranford comebact to win 15-9

David B. Corbin (July 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A HUGE RALLY…Westfield White shortstop Nick Mele awaits a throw as
Villager Scott Harvey steals second after hitting a leadoff single that sparked a four-run rally in the
sixth inning (July 6, 2010).
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Westfield White baseball team,
7-5, in the semifinals of the Cal
Ripken 12-year-old District 12
Tournament at Gumbert Field.
Ryan Elliott blasted a colossal
two-run home run and a single,
and Mike Coletta rapped two
singles and a double in his three
at bats.

July 7, 2005: Montrose Av-
enue positioned itself in a tie for
first in the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball Association with an, 11-
10, come-from-behind victory
over Midway at Forest Road Park.
Midway’s Jay White whacked a
solo home run to center and
Anthony Blasi blasted a homer to
remote center.

July 6, 2004: The Raider (SPF)
Junior Legion baseball team came

up with three runs in the seventh
inning to grab a 4-3 victory over
rival Westfield. SPF pitcher Greg
Bayard fired a five-hitter, fanned
seven and walked one in his seven
innings. Andrew Lyon’s check
swing single with the bases
loaded resulted in the tying run
and the winning run scoring in
the seventh.

July 9, 2003: Defensive bril-
liance certainly was not St.
Edward’s strong suit at Terrill
Middle School; however, its 25-
hit barrage was enough to hold
off St. Patrick, 11-10, in St.
Bartholomew’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League action. Ed Cap-
tain Ed Marchelitis, normally a
sure-handed shortstop, played
kickball with a few grounders

and added some off-target
throws. However, he made up
for it offensively, going 4-for-4
with a run scored.

July 12, 2002: The Westfield
American Legion baseball team
crushed Clark, 17-6, in five in-
nings at Edison Intermediate
School. Brett Picaro blasted a
370-plus-foot homerun. Catcher
Josh Ludmer finished 3-for-4 with
three RBI and a run scored.

July 12, 2001: The “James
Gang” took advantage of the St.
Blaisers’ spectacular blunders in
the bottom of the sixth, scoring
10 runs, then held off a final-
inning rally to steal a 12-9 vic-
tory at Forest Road Park. “Gang”
leader Jim Hoelzel hacked a grand
slam homer in that sixth inning

to bring home what proved to be
the winning run.

July 14, 2000: Marian Av-
enue, featuring several high
school baseball coaches and
Union High School Head Football
Coach Gary Zakovic, blended ath-
letic wisdom with offensive
oomph to blot out the hopes of
Sun Valley, 22-3, in Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association action
at La Grande Park. Marian’s Chris
Love hammered three home runs
and amassed five RBI and four
runs scored in the 26-hit batter-
ing. Bill Mariani walloped a solo
homer, a triple and a single to
drive in four runs and score three.

July 6, 1999: Shortstop Paul
Stofa made a startling play in the
sixth inning to kill a potential

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

Betsey Burgdorf (July 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REMEMBERING OLD TIMES…Scotch Plains-Fanwood football Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli,
right, with Leader/Times Sports Editor/Assistant Publisher Dave Corbin, holds up a front cover of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times 2000 edition of “Our Towns” featuring Ciccotelli and team
captains Marlon Freshwater, Brian Schiller, Gary Cousar and Andrew Pavoni (early July 2011).

Fred K. Lecomte (July 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY EFFECTIVE PERFORMANCE ON THE MOUND…Scotch Plains Gold 11U pitcher Matt
Ridge was very effective on the mound. In four innings, he fanned two Cranford batters while
walking none and yielding three runs. Ridge cracked an RBI single in the semifinal Cal Ripkin
District 12 tournament (July 1, 2007).

Mattress Factory rally. Exuber-
ant with Stofa’s brilliance, the
Jolly Trolley scored three runs in
the bottom of the sixth and put
the Mattress Factory to rest, 12-
9, in a Westfield Men’s Softball
League game at Tamaques Park.
Stofa also shattered a solo homer
in the sixth inning. Mike Cheety
and Jay Halsey homered for the
Mattress Factory.

July 13, 1998: Charlie Brown,
Linus and his blanket, Pig Pen,
Schroeder, Lucy, Woodstock,
Sally, Snoopy and the Red Baron
showed up in full force and de-
feated A. J. Jersey, 14-3, at
Tamaques Park. Jeff Battiloro
stepped to the plate and bat-
tered a two-run homer to deep
left in the third inning.
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