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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
SO PROUD...While most people were still asleep, members of the Westfield High School Folio Arts Club, No Place For Hate,
and Gay/Straight Alliance worked with town employees to paint the crosswalks at Elm and Quimby Streets in recognition
of Pride Month.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
IN AND OUT...Some residents enjoyed outdoor dining on Quimby Street Friday
evening, while others preferred take-out from local restaurants.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
JERSEY FRESH...At the Farmers’ Market held on Saturday morning at the
Westfield Train Station, social distancing is the norm.

DWC Reviews Ongoing Reopening,
Redevelopment of Downtown

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) Board
of Directors met June 24 vía Zoom
to discuss the reopening of down-
town Westfield and the closure of
Quimby Street to vehicular traffic,
the DWC redevelopment plan and
plans for the 300th anniversary of
the establishment of Westfield,
among other topics.

The board agreed the initial re-
opening had gone well. Outdoor din-
ing began June 15. Indoor dining was
due to commence today, Thursday,
July 2, at 25-percent capacity, but
Governor Phil Murphy cancelled re-
openings until further notice. Mr.
Zuckerman remarked that the health
department has been turning around
permits for sidewalk seating quickly

and that the permits for restaurants
will be free for this year. Businesses
that had paid for their permits before
Covid-19 will be issued a refund from
the DWC. The DWC closed Quimby
Street to vehicles starting June 15 to
set up activities and outdoor seating
in order to promote safety as the down-
town reopens.

Mayor Shelley Brindle asked the
board to put up signs around town
reminding residents they are legally
obligated to wear masks inside busi-
nesses and reminding business own-
ers to hold customers accountable.
Board members discussed the few
complaints they have heard, mainly
about people walking in the down-
town without masks on.

“We have to be diligent about it,”
Mr. Zuckerman said. “We don’t want
to be going back where the rest of the
country’s going. We’re moving in the
right direction, so we’ve got to keep
that up.”

Mayor Brindle mentioned the
downtown redevelopment process,
which was discussed at the June 30
Westfield Council meeting. She told
the board that a planning firm will
present a study on the downtown park-
ing designation and that the town is
looking to increase parking, diversity
of housing stock, commercial prop-
erty and foot traffic with the redevel-
opment. The mayor said the next stud-

ies will involve the former Rialto
Theatre and the Lord & Taylor prop-
erties.

“I anticipate that next year is going
to be a very, very exciting one,” Mayor
Brindle said. “I think we’re going to
need a lot of advocates for what we’re
going to be embarking upon.”

Board member Michael La Place
thanked the mayor and others for
taking action.

“A lot of us have been waiting a
long time to see some definite action
like this downtown to set the stage for
the downtown reaching its potential,
and now we have that opportunity,”
Mr. La Place said. “But I think we all,
as members of this board and as resi-
dents, we really need to speak up to
our neighbors and other people who
ask about it and really promote these
bold moves…The public needs to
hear from people who are for progress
and for taking new action. They can’t
just hear from the same old people
telling us to do nothing.”

When board member Gary
Goodman asked if he meant showing
support individually or as the DWC,
Mr. La Place said the board members
should commit to listening to the pre-
sentation before they made a deci-
sion, but that “silence would be deadly
at this point.”

The board also passed a motion to

All Vote-By-Mail Primary
Poses Challenges For Clerk

Primary Tuesday to Include
Senate, House, County  Races

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — New Jersey’s Primary
Election day is Tuesday, July 7. Up
for election are positions for the
Senate, House of Representatives,
county sheriff, county clerk and
three freeholders.

New Jersey has seven people run-
ning for the U.S. Senate in this Pri-
mary. Democrat Cory Booker, in-
cumbent, has been a junior Senator
since 2013. In that time, he has
compiled a significantly liberal vot-
ing record, notably, co-sponsoring
Senator Bernie Sanders’ single-
payer healthcare bill in 2017. He
also is an original co-sponsor of the
Green New Deal, which aims to
slow the United States’ use of fossil
fuels and promote new jobs in clean-
energy industries. Also running as a
Democrat is Lawrence Hamm. Ac-
cording to his website, Mr. Hamm,
who was born in Newark, supports
Medicare for All and social justice
for people of color in the facets of
physical, political, legal, economic
and environmental violence.

The Republican nominees are
Natalie Lynn Rivera, Rikin Mehta,
Patricia Flanagan, Hirsh Singh and
Eugene T. Anagnos. Ms. Rivera,
according to her website, is a de-
fender of the Second Amendment
and proposes to reverse the land-

mark decision of Roe v. Wade,
defund Planned Parenthood and re-
peal Obamacare. Mr. Mehta also
opposes abortion, wants to “expand
criminal justice reform in a way that
ensures we lock up violent offend-
ers and throw away the key, while
preventing the overflow of our jails
with non-violent offenders.” Ms.
Flanagan said one of her main pri-
orities will be healthcare reform.
Mr. Singh hopes to create a second
round of tax cuts for corporations
as well as close loopholes that al-
low certain companies to skirt fed-
eral taxes. Mr. Anagnos said he is a
firm believer in the Second Amend-
ment, saying via Ballotpedia entry
that it is “merely an extension of the
‘natural or God given right’ to pro-
tect yourself and your offspring; no
different than a cave dweller lifting
a rock or a bone against a wild
animal.”

Running for U.S. Representative
for New Jersey’s 7th District for the
Democrats is incumbent Tom
Malinowski. Previously, he worked
as a lobbyist for Human Rights
Watch and as Assistant Secretary of
State for Democracy, Human Rights
and Labor under the Obama Ad-
ministration. He proposes protect-
ing small businesses through the
Paycheck Protection Program and
supports the Affordable Care Act.

The Republicans have three nomi-
nees for the House of Representa-
tives. Raafat Barsoom is an emer-
gency and trauma doctor. He is run-
ning to “restructure our educational
system to include the values of the
traditional family,” support the army
in monitoring the border for illegal
drug trafficking and “federally regu-
late property taxes for a maximum
of 1.5 percent statewide.” Thomas
Kean, Jr. currently is the Minority
Leader in the State Senate. His

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — As Tuesday, July 7, New
Jersey’s Primary Election day, draws
closer, the offices of the Union County
clerk are working 12-hour days —
including weekends — to get ballots
sent to nearly all voters residing in the
county.

“It’s an historical first for New Jer-
sey,” Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi told The Westfield Leader.
“New Jersey has never had an all
vote-by-mail election, so it’s very dif-
ferent from that point of view. In 100
years, we’ve never had a pandemic
such as this, either,” she added.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
Governor Phil Murphy signed Ex-
ecutive Order No. 144 on May 15,
less than two months before votes
were to be cast in-person. The order
requires, among other things, that the
election “shall be conducted prima-
rily via vote-by-mail ballots, which
will automatically be sent to all ‘Ac-
tive’ registered Democratic and Re-
publican voters without the need for
an application to receive a vote-by-
mail ballot.”

The executive order also required
the county clerk to send all active,
unaffiliated voters and inactive regis-
tered voters vote-by-mail applications
in time to receive a ballot.

“There was very little lead time to
conduct an all vote-by-mail election,”
Ms. Rajoppi said. “There are many,
many moving parts to an election of

this sort. You need more than a year,
actually, to prepare for it, and I know
that because I’ve spoken to my coun-
terparts in different states that con-
duct all vote-by-mail elections.”

Ms. Rajoppi said her office has
sent out close to 210,000 ballots this
year, 75 times more than the 2016
Primary Election ballot requests.

She said one of the main issues was
obtaining the resources to send out so
many ballots. Each vote-by-mail bal-
lot requires three envelopes, and Ms.
Rajoppi noted the envelopes come
from the same supply chain. Luckily,
she said, she ordered “a million enve-
lopes” before the executive order and
so she got them.

The other issue lies with labor. Ms.
Rajoppi has a small staff within the
Election Division of the Office of the
County Clerk. She said they have
been working from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Garwood Officials Advocate
Caution During Reopenings

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — As local busi-
nesses reopen and other activities
slowly get underway again, borough
officials continue to advise resi-
dents to exercise caution in order to
prevent new outbreaks of Covid-
19.

At the borough council’s meeting
June 25, Mayor Sara Todisco re-
ported only two new positive cases
since May 1, and said businesses
and residents could obtain free
masks distributed by the police de-
partment. She also urged Garwood
residents to “shop local to keep
Garwood thriving.” The council’s
meeting was its seventh conducted
by telephone conference call, and

the mayor said preparations were
being made — thanks to being
“thrust into a new normal” — for
the council to meet via video-
conferencing starting this month.

In other business, the council in-
troduced two ordinances that will
be voted on at public hearings this
month. One will regulate the use
and upkeep of grease traps at local
restaurants and food establishments.
Mayor Todisco said that there have
been “some issues with grease trap
maintenance” and that the proposed
ordinance was similar to what other
towns have enacted. Councilwoman
Jen Blumenstock said the borough
currently does not have strong
means to enforce the maintenance
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Westfield Council Hears from
Consultant on Redevelopment

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil passed a resolution designating
eight parking lots in Westfield as
“an area in need of redevelopment”
at its Tuesday meeting via Zoom. It
also re-introduced General Ordi-
nance No. 2183, which revises the

town’s historic preservation regu-
lations.

The meeting drew a great deal of
public attention, with approximately
28 individuals speaking during the
public comment section, causing the
Zoom meeting to extend past mid-
night. Many residents questioned
the redevelopment plan as well as

the historic preservation ordinance.
Phil Abramson and Chris Colley,

of outside redevelopment consult-
ant Topology.is, led a presentation
on the areas of designation and ex-
plained how they arrived at the con-
clusion that the properties could be
considered “in need of redevelop-
ment.” Under NJSA 40A:12A-5, a
property can be considered in need
of redevelopment if considered ob-
solete or dilapidated to the detri-
ment of the safety, health, morals or
welfare of the community.

Since parking lots in downtown
areas use very valuable space inef-
ficiently, Mr. Abramson said, there
is a case to be made for their obso-
lescence. Mr. Colley connected the
issue Westfield is having with a
court case in Princeton, in which
Princeton successfully argued that
its downtown parking lot qualified
as obsolete as its presence prohib-
ited the borough from improving
and serving the public’s health,
safety and welfare. Mr. Colley said
the Westfield parking lots ineffi-
ciently store vehicles, break up the
town’s walkability and are danger-
ously laid out, creating safety haz-
ards for pedestrians. In public com-
ment, a few residents questioned
how the relatively new parking lots
could be considered dilapidated. Mr.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
BLACK LIVES MATTER...On Saturday, Westfield residents hold an informal protest in solidarity with Black Lives Matter
at the Westfield Train Station on North Avenue.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
PALLETS FOR PATRIOTISM...Westfield Rotary members were on deck on
Saturday at the Westfield Farmers’ Market painting and selling donated shipping
pallets to promote St. Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth, the food pantry
at Holy Trinity Church in Westfield and Feed the Frontline Westfield. Wielding
paint brushes are Kirsten Haack, Joe Mindak, the club’s vice-president; Burim
Regjaj and Liz Ensslin, president, right front.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
A LITTLE NIGHT MUSIC...This couple enjoys their dinner from Lavash on
Friday night on Quimby Street with music provided by students from the NJ
Workshop for the Arts.

Garwood BOE Discusses
Future Goals, Graduation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — With the help of
goal-setting presenter Gwen
Thornton, members of the Garwood
Board of Education (BOE) met last
Thursday to discuss the upcoming
school year and goals on how to
improve the district for the 2020-
2021 year. Topping this last regular
BOE meeting of the year were dis-
cussions and ideas for improve-
ments for the next year.

The first discussion focused on
the subject of virtual learning. Su-
perintendent of Schools Dr. Teresa
Quigley reported that a survey had
gone out to Garwood residents re-
garding the borough’s distance-
learning practices. She stated that
so far, 147 parents had filled out the
survey in addition to 59 community
members.

Continued improvements will be
made to the district’s virtual and
distance-learning program even if
borough students go back into the
buildings. It also was revealed that
the borough would be working on
an annual plan for virtual learning
with website revisions.

It was noted, however, that par-
ents responding to the survey had
reported depression and feelings of
isolation among Garwood students
due to the quarantine and at-home
learning.

The board also discussed con-
cerns regarding how to meet all the
needs of each district student dur-
ing the virtual-learning phase of
schooling to ensure that all Indi-
vidualized Education Plans (IEP)
were met for all students. BOE mem-
bers stated that they wanted to ad-
dress the needs of all students in
their personalized learning.

Other goals that the board dis-
cussed were budget planning and
accountability tools in addition to
the possibility of changing the
board’s committee structure. Mem-
bers stated that they wanted a more
pro-active timeline for the board’s
budget.

The BOE discussed holding a
four-hour-long meeting on a Satur-
day in the near future to discuss all
goals and construct an action plan

to achieve objectives for the up-
coming school year.

In other business, it was an-
nounced that an outdoor graduation
ceremony for eighth-grade students
has been scheduled for Monday,
July 6. The borough has 43 gradu-
ates but not all are participating.
Each graduate was limited to four
tickets, and not all teachers would
be coming to the ceremony to lessen
the crowd. It was noted that there
will be no mayor’s speech at this
year’s graduation.

The summer reading program has
not yet been put in place, as the
reading requirements currently are
being updated.

The next Garwood BOE meeting
is scheduled for this month.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DWC
use the design committee’s budget to
acquire banners for Westfield’s 300th
anniversary. The eight banners, cost-
ing $1,721, will hang where the gradu-
ation banners currently are displayed.
The board discussed the re-imagin-
ing of the 300th anniversary celebra-
tions due to Covid-19.

Mr. Zuckerman said the Virtual
Pizza Run, which will be held on
Sunday, July 19, hit the 100-regis-
trant mark that week. He said the
DWC has collected $4,500 in regis-
trations and donations and $11,000 in
sponsorships. The money, he said,
will go to beautification and recovery
efforts, including art in storefront
windows and more planters down-
town. The board also spoke briefly
about a proposal it received from
food delivery service Delivery Now
to work with the town, but no action
was taken.

The next DWC meeting will be
held on Monday, September 21.

Saturdays and Sundays, careful to
socially distance from each other.

“We’re committed to get every voter
their ballot who wants a ballot and is
entitled to a ballot,” she said. “It’s
still not perfect...There is no perfect
election, there is only fair elections.
But the challenges are very, very,
very difficult. And I’m not sure the
state understood everything that is
involved in an all vote-by-mail elec-
tion.”

Another challenge is dealing with
the people using the ballots. Ms.
Rajoppi said there is a learning curve
as many people use mail-in ballots
for the first time. She said the ballot
can be intimidating. There are a lot of
steps to follow, and “if you miss a
step, your vote is invalid and not
counted.”

One area voters should not worry
about, Ms. Rajoppi said, is voter fraud
and security.

“Paper cannot be hacked,” she said.
“It’s probably the safest way to vote.
And the ballot is secured.”

Those with questions can consult
the Union County election site and its
frequently asked questions. Ballots
can be mailed in as long as they are
postmarked by Tuesday, July 7, and
received by the office by Tuesday,
July 14. Voters also can choose to
drop off their ballots in-person at the
Elizabeth and Westfield offices, which
will be open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. today,
Thursday, July 2, and then from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m. Monday, July 6, and
Tuesday, July 7. Voters additionally
can drop off their ballots in one of
five secure drop-off boxes.
Westfield’s is located at the Colleen
Fraser Building, 300 North Avenue
East. There will be limited in-person
voting options on Election Day, spe-
cifically voters with disabilities will
be allowed to vote using an Ameri-
cans With Disabilities Act-accessible
voting machine. Other in-person vot-
ers will receive a provisional paper
ballot to vote. Information on in-per-
son voting locations can be found at
unioncountyvotes.com. Voters also
can contact the office of the county
clerk via email at ucvote@ucnj.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Vote-By-Mail

résumé includes serving on com-
mittees for higher education and
legislative oversight and on the leg-
islative services commission, among
other positions. Tom Phillips fa-
vors healthcare and Social Security
reform, saying, “we can phase out
dependency on government.” He
also said he believes Senate and
House of Representative terms
should be limited.

For county sheriff, incumbent
Democrat Peter Corvelli previously
worked with the Hillside Police De-
partment for 30 years. He also spent
more than seven years on the
Kenilworth Borough Council. Re-
publican nominee Dorothy Burger
is the state committeewoman for
the Union County Republican Com-
mittee, according to the
organization’s website.

Democrat Jack Molenaar also is
running for sheriff, with county clerk
nominee Sean M. Smith and free-
holder nominees Justin O’Hea,
Aissa Catherine Heath and Hector
Meneses, Jr., as part of the Progres-
sive Democrats of Union County.
Together, the group proposes ballot
reform, access to clean water and
air, and fighting corruption in gov-
ernment on the local level.

Also running for county clerk is
Democrat incumbent Joanne
Rajoppi, a former journalist and
current trustee for the Union County
Historical Society. Peter B. Lijoi is
running for the Republicans. He is a
certified tax assessor and a member
of the Union County Republican
Committee as well as the City of
Summit Republican Committee.

Aside from the three previously
mentioned Progressive Democrats
of Union County freeholder nomi-
nees, the Democrats have five oth-
ers running for the three positions
up for election. Brianna Armstead
and Daniel Yamakatis are running
as Democrats United for Progress.
Incumbents Angela R. Garretson
and Christopher Hudak, along with
Lourdes Leon, are running as part
of the Regular Democratic Organi-
zation of Union County. Republi-
can nominees are Mark Shore, Paul
M. Verzosa and Joseph R. Sarno III.

More information about voting
registration, deadlines and locations
to vote can be found at http://
www.unioncountyvotes.com/.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Primary

of the traps.
The second ordinance introduced

last week will regulate landscapers
and the hours they will be permitted
to operate. All such businesses will
be required to register, and their
permitted hours of operation will
be 7 a.m. to dusk on weekdays, 8
a.m. to dusk on Saturdays, and 9
a.m. to dusk on Sundays and holi-
days.

On a separate matter, the recre-
ation department announced sev-
eral virtual summer programs for
young people, including a virtual
dance camp, a virtual magic camp
and online art classes. Registration
can be done through the borough
website.

The council also approved the
preparation of a $200,000 bond or-
dinance to finance tree removal and
sidewalk maintenance in certain
places in the borough where walk-
ways are being affected by large
root growth.

Michael Medina was formally
hired as police dispatcher.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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SP-F Police Chiefs Pledge  to
Up Community Relations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — After lis-
tening to several young African-
American women speak about their
experiences with local police offic-
ers, the police chiefs from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood pledged to con-
tinue conversations on how to im-
prove relations and interactions to
lessen tensions and build more trust.

The Truth, Racial Healing and
Transformation Committee, a joint
effort between the two towns and
the board of education for address-
ing racial issues and seeking solu-
tions, held another session on June
24 as part of its “Listening Tour”
that is expected to last through the
summer, with the theme last week
being the African-American
community’s relations with police.
Tayonna Lee, a Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
alumnus now attending Kean Uni-
versity, led the online session that
included the mayors of the two
towns and Richard Hernandez, the
high school’s resource officer.

She spoke of a “sense of separa-
tion” between the police and resi-
dents as she recounted a number of
instances of police stopping cars
driven by African-Americans for un-
clear reasons. “Is it retaliation that
cops can sometimes be wrong? Why
do cops feel attacked that people
say they are scared?” she asked.
While “I’ve met great cops,” she
said that too many times, police
were targeting “innocent people”
who were being pulled over for rea-
sons that were not fully explained.

She told of her father being
stopped in Scotch Plains while
riding his bicycle and that he was in
fear for his life because the officer
had his hand on his gun during the
stop. She said the police officer had
said there was a report of a stolen
pink bicycle, something her father
did not own. “The whole reason for
the stop didn’t make sense,” she
said.

“Being a black man in America is
so hard because you don’t know
when you’re going to be targeted,”
Ms. Lee said. “Being a black person
in America is so hard because you
don’t know who is on your side.
And if the police are supposed to
protect and serve...and are supposed
to help you, why should you feel
scared on a bike?”

Tierra Buissereth, a 2019 gradu-
ate of SPFHS, also spoke about her
experiences with the police as well
as what several friends experienced.
She said being followed closely by
local police while driving “made
me feel unsafe.” She said that “race
plays a huge role” in police behav-

ior and decried the “inherent
criminalization of black people in
this town and in this country.” She
also spoke of a 2016 incident at the
high school track when she and oth-
ers were the target of racial slurs
yelled at them by several students.
Ms. Buissereth said the responding
officer spent more time asking her
and her friends what they were do-
ing at the track, “as if we somehow
provoked the incident.”

Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted
Conley called last week’s session
“an important first step.” He told
those who shared their stories that
he felt “sorry that you’re in fear in
your own town” and said it was
never the police department’s in-
tention to make any residents feel
that way. He pointed out that police
“are scared, too” during traffic stops
when they do not know who they
are encountering. He said commu-
nity events like the annual National
Night Out, the Farmers’ Market and
movie nights are among the ways to
improve police relationships with
the residents.

Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo said that “it pains my heart” to
hear the stories of residents being
fearful of the police and said he
would welcome the chance to speak
with anyone who wished to speak to
him. He said his department will
conduct more discrimination and
diversity training. Additionally, he
pointed out that people have a right
to speak to the police chief if they
think an officer did something wrong.
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Redevelopment
Abramson clarified the properties
are not in disrepair, but, from their
point of view, obsolete.

The council voted in favor of the
resolution, but the town will need
an ordinance to continue in the re-
development process.

The majority of the more than
two hours of public comment fo-
cused on the historic preservation
ordinance. While the speakers were
about evenly split for and against
the ordinance, almost everyone had
questions. One of the main ques-
tions people had is if the town could
designate someone’s house as his-
toric without the permission of the
homeowner.

“The town currently has the power
to do that under our existing ordi-
nance,” Town Attorney Thomas
Jardim said. “The state municipal
land-use law gives that power to
towns to do that, and this ordinance
allows for that to happen as well.”

Council members mentioned that
the new ordinance was created to
keep the town in compliance with
state law. Resident Steve McCabe
asked how the town was out of com-
pliance and how the new ordinance
would correct this issue.

Town Planner Don Sammet said
it was a two-part answer. First, he
said, the current ordinance only re-
quires designated historic proper-
ties to go before the planning or
zoning boards to subdivide or tear
down the properties. The new ordi-
nance follows state compliance be-
cause it requires any property iden-
tified as historic, not necessarily
officially designated, to go before
the planning or zoning board with
subdivision or development appli-
cations.

“The second piece that I’m aware
of is when it comes to actually the
property owner’s consent for desig-
nation,” Mr. Sammet continued.
“It’s essentially a zoning-by-refer-
endum, which is prohibited specifi-
cally by the state land-use law.”

A public hearing will be held on
the Historic Preservation Ordinance
at the next council meeting on Tues-
day, July 14, at 8 p.m.

Also at the meeting, the council
voted in favor of Ordinance No.
2172, which limits the hours when
residents can use loud and me-
chanical equipment. It also passed
Ordinance No. 2173 concerning
the storage and delivery of modu-
lar homes. The council approved
on final passage Ordinance No.
2174, which establishes a mental

health council to provide mental
heal th-re la ted programming,
awareness and education to the
community. It also approved Or-
dinance No. 2176 to establish a
government energy aggregation
program to solicit proposals for
electric services containing more
renewable energy than the current
default supplier.

Public commentators also had
concerns with the proposed Sum-
mit Avenue-Boulevard bike lanes.
Three residents brought up worries
that bike lanes would take away
street parking. Resident Todd
Oberstein, who lives on one of the
affected streets, said that while he
likes the idea of lanes to encourage
biking, there are other options avail-
able to travel the north/south direc-
tion. He said bike lanes would take
away from the historic nature of the
streets and the street is already fairly
wide.

“My thought is that the juice isn’t
worth the squeeze,” Mr. Oberstein
said.

The council agreed to submit a
grant application to the New Jersey
Department of Transportation for
the bike lanes at this meeting. Coun-
cilman Michael Dardia said during
the meeting that the Green Team is
waiting on town allowance for a
bike lane demonstration project set
for August 23 through September
12, with the goal of soliciting resi-
dent feedback.

Mayor Shelley Brindle gave a
Covid-19 update, saying that there
were 16,386 cases in Union County
but that there have been no new
cases in Westfield since June 17.
She said Mobile Meals of Westfield
was running again after briefly clos-
ing due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Mayor Brindle acknowledged that
Memorial Pool opened on June 27
and said that the spray features and
children’s pool will hopefully open
shortly. Ms. Brindle also mentioned
that playgrounds will open today,
Thursday, July 2, and that paid
parking in the downtown area will
resume Monday, July 6, with the
exception of free 15-minute park-
ing to pick up to-go orders.

Councilman David Contract said
approximately 60 residents signed
up for the volunteer “Adopt a Storm
Drain” program to clean out and
report materials stuck in the drains.
He said the goal was to get 100
people signed up as a supplement
to the town’s street-cleaning ef-
forts.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BLACK LIVES MATTER...On Saturday, an informal protest in solidarity with Black Lives Matter was held at the Westfield
Train Station on North Avenue.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SO PROUD...While most people were still asleep, members of the Westfield High School Folio Arts Club, No Place For Hate,
and Gay/Straight Alliance worked with town employees to paint the crosswalks at Elm and Quimby Streets in Downtown
Westfield in recognition of Pride Month.

Police Chiefs Pledge Further
Actions on Community Relations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS —  After lis-
tening to several young African-
American women speak about their
experiences with local police offic-
ers, the police chiefs from Scotch
Plains and Fanwood pledged to con-
tinue conversations on how to im-
prove relations and interactions to
lessen tensions and build more trust.

The Truth, Racial Healing and
Transformation Committee, a joint
effort between the two towns and the
board of education for addressing
racial issues and seeking solutions,
held another session on June 24 as
part of its “Listening Tour” that is
expected to last through the summer,
with the theme last week being the
African-American community’s re-
lations with police. Tayonna Lee, a

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) alumnus now attending
Kean University, led the online ses-
sion that included the mayors of the
two towns and Richard Hernandez,
the high school’s resource officer.

She spoke of a “sense of separa-
tion” between the police and resi-
dents as she recounted a number of
instances of police stopping cars
driven by African-Americans for un-
clear reasons. “Is it retaliation that
cops can sometimes be wrong? Why
do cops feel attacked that people say
they are scared?” she asked. While
“I’ve met great cops,” she said that
too many times, police were targeting
“innocent people” who were being
pulled over for reasons that were not
fully explained.

She told of her father being stopped
in Scotch Plains while riding his bi-
cycle and that he was in fear for his
life because the officer had his hand
on his gun during the stop. She said
the police officer had said there was a
report of a stolen pink bicycle, some-
thing her father did not own. “The
whole reason for the stop didn’t make
sense,” she said.

“Being a black man in America is
so hard because you don’t know when
you’re going to be targeted,” Ms. Lee
said. “Being a black person in America

All Vote-By-Mail Primary
Poses Challenges For Clerk

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — As Tuesday, July 7, New
Jersey’s Primary Election day, draws
closer, the offices of the Union County
clerk are working 12-hour days —
including weekends — to get ballots
sent to nearly all voters residing in the
county.

“It’s an historical first for New Jer-
sey,” Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi told The Westfield Leader.
“New Jersey has never had an all
vote-by-mail election, so it’s very dif-
ferent from that point of view. In 100
years, we’ve never had a pandemic
such as this, either,” she added.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
Governor Phil Murphy signed Ex-
ecutive Order No. 144 on May 15,
less than two months before votes
were to be cast in-person. The order
requires, among other things, that the
election “shall be conducted prima-
rily via vote-by-mail ballots, which
will automatically be sent to all ‘Ac-

tive’ registered Democratic and Re-
publican voters without the need for
an application to receive a vote-by-
mail ballot.”

The executive order also required
the county clerk to send all active,
unaffiliated voters and inactive regis-
tered voters vote-by-mail applications
in time to receive a ballot.

“There was very little lead time to
conduct an all vote-by-mail election,”
Ms. Rajoppi said. “There are many,
many moving parts to an election of
this sort. You need more than a year,
actually, to prepare for it, and I know
that because I’ve spoken to my coun-
terparts in different states that con-
duct all vote-by-mail elections.”

Ms. Rajoppi said her office has
sent out close to 210,000 ballots this
year, 75 times more than the 2016
Primary Election ballot requests.

She said one of the main issues was
obtaining the resources to send out so
many ballots. Each vote-by-mail bal-
lot requires three envelopes, and Ms.

Rajoppi noted the envelopes come
from the same supply chain. Luckily,
she said, she ordered “a million enve-
lopes” before the executive order and
so she got them.

The other issue lies with labor. Ms.
Rajoppi has a small staff within the
Election Division of the Office of the
County Clerk. She said they have
been working from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays, careful to
socially distance from each other.

“We’re committed to get every voter
their ballot who wants a ballot and is
entitled to a ballot,” she said. “It’s
still not perfect...There is no perfect
election, there is only fair elections.
But the challenges are very, very,
very difficult. And I’m not sure the
state understood everything that is
involved in an all vote-by-mail elec-
tion.”

Another challenge is dealing with
the people using the ballots. Ms.
Rajoppi said there is a learning curve

Fanwood Mayor Addresses
Property-Tax Bills, Process

Primary Tuesday to Include
Senate, House, County Races

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — New Jersey’s Primary
Election day is Tuesday, July 7. Up
for election are positions for the Sen-
ate, House of Representatives, county
sheriff, county clerk and three free-
holders.

New Jersey has seven people run-
ning for the U.S. Senate in this Pri-
mary. Democrat Cory Booker, incum-
bent, has been a junior Senator since
2013. In that time, he has compiled a
significantly liberal voting record,
notably, co-sponsoring Senator
Bernie Sanders’ single-payer
healthcare bill in 2017. He also is an
original co-sponsor of the Green New
Deal, which aims to slow the United
States’ use of fossil fuels and promote
new jobs in clean-energy industries.
Also running as a Democrat is
Lawrence Hamm. According to his

website, Mr. Hamm, who was born in
Newark, supports Medicare for All
and social justice for people of color
in the facets of physical, political,
legal, economic and environmental
violence.

The Republican nominees are
Natalie Lynn Rivera, Rikin Mehta,
Patricia Flanagan, Hirsh Singh and
Eugene T. Anagnos. Ms. Rivera, ac-
cording to her website, is a defender
of the Second Amendment and pro-
poses to reverse the landmark deci-
sion of Roe v. Wade, defund Planned
Parenthood and repeal Obamacare.
Mr. Mehta also opposes abortion,
wants to “expand criminal justice re-
form in a way that ensures we lock up
violent offenders and throw away the
key, while preventing the overflow of
our jails with non-violent offenders.”
Ms. Flanagan said one of her main
priorities will be healthcare reform.

Mr. Singh hopes to create a second
round of tax cuts for corporations as
well as close loopholes that allow
certain companies to skirt federal
taxes. Mr. Anagnos said he is a firm
believer in the Second Amendment,
saying via Ballotpedia entry that it is
“merely an extension of the ‘natural
or God given right’ to protect your-
self and your offspring; no different
than a cave dweller lifting a rock or a
bone against a wild animal.”

Running for U.S. Representative
for New Jersey’s 7th District for the
Democrats is incumbent Tom
Malinowski. Previously, he worked
as a lobbyist for Human Rights Watch
and as Assistant Secretary of State for
Democracy, Human Rights and La-
bor under the Obama Administration.
He proposes protecting small busi-
nesses through the Paycheck Protec-
tion Program and supports the Af-
fordable Care Act.

The Republicans have three nomi-
nees for the House of Representa-
tives. Raafat Barsoom is an emer-
gency and trauma doctor. He is run-
ning to “restructure our educational
system to include the values of the
traditional family,” support the army
in monitoring the border for illegal
drug trafficking and “federally regu-
late property taxes for a maximum of
1.5 percent statewide.” Thomas Kean,
Jr. currently is the Minority Leader in
the State Senate. His résumé includes
serving on committees for higher edu-
cation and legislative oversight and
on the legislative services commis-
sion, among other positions. Tom
Phillips favors healthcare and Social
Security reform, saying, “we can
phase out dependency on govern-
ment.” He also said he believes Sen-
ate and House of Representative terms
should be limited.

For county sheriff, incumbent
Democrat Peter Corvelli previously
worked with the Hillside Police De-
partment for 30 years. He also spent
more than seven years on the
Kenilworth Borough Council. Repub-
lican nominee Dorothy Burger is the
state committeewoman for the Union
County Republican Committee, ac-
cording to the organization’s website.

Democrat Jack Molenaar also is
running for sheriff, with county clerk
nominee Sean M. Smith and free-

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Addressing what
she said was “confusion, anger, frus-
tration” surrounding the recent prop-
erty-tax bill sent to property owners,
Mayor Colleen Mahr assured resi-
dents that borough officials are “not
trying to tax you out of Fanwood.”

The mayor hosted an online town
hall meeting last Thursday to address,
specifically, the just-issued estimated
tax bill for the third quarter, the first
one issued after the completion of the
borough’s recent property revalua-
tion, its first since 1984. The session
also included a detailed explanation
of the ABCs of property taxes, with
the mayor explaining that the bor-
ough government acts as the tax col-
lector for the three entities financed
by those levies. Fanwood municipal
operations make up about 18 percent
of the total average property-tax bill
while the county government com-

prises about 19 percent, with the board
of education receiving 61 percent of
property-tax payments.

Mayor Mahr noted that each of the
three entities passes its own operat-
ing budget each year and sets its own
tax rate. She said she feels that many
people believe the borough council
has “a lot more influence and control
than we actually do,” noting that, “we
here don’t have any control over” 80
percent of the total tax levy. She also
took time to explain, aided by numer-
ous charts, how and why the revalua-
tion was done and how individual tax
bills are calculated.

Property owners last month re-
ceived an estimated third-quarter tax
bill that many mistook as merely one-
quarter of what looked to be a larger
tax bill than they had anticipated.
Formulas for how tax rates are calcu-
lated for individual properties were
provided, but the mayor said that the
payments due on February 1 and May
1 of this year were based on old
assessments — property values be-
fore the revaluation. The upcoming
payments due in August and Novem-
ber will be based on the new assess-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN AND OUT...Some residents enjoyed outdoor dining on Quimby Street in
Westfield on Friday evening, while others preferred take-out from local restaurants.
Indoor dining was set to re-open today, but Governor Phil Murphy cancelled those
plans with no new date set.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JERSEY FRESH…At the Farmers’ Market held on Saturday morning at the
Westfield Train Station, social distancing is the norm.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Begins Plans for 2020-21

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At Thursday
evening’s board of education (BOE)
meeting, Superintendent Joan Mast
announced strategic planning steps are
“already underway” for the 2020-2021
school year. Dr. Mast stated that al-
though the last day of school was June
19, the administration and BOE must
work diligently at planning for “all
scenarios” in the Fall.

The administration must remain
poised for continued at-home learn-
ing, full scheduling in the traditional
classroom setting, or a reduced tradi-
tional classroom setting, stated Dr.
Mast.

The decision on how students will
begin learning in the Fall is not a
decision the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
administration will make, stated Dr.
Mast. The administration receives full
guidance from Governor Phil
Murphy’s office concerning education
guidelines during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the superintendent said. Gov-
ernor Murphy announced on June 26
— the day after the BOE meeting —
guidelines for the anticipated reopen-
ing of schools in September. Each
district will be able to make decisions
on implementation of the guidelines
through in-person and remote-school-
ing options.

Even before the guidance from the
state, safety precautions for a tradi-
tional return were already being dis-
cussed from a cost and logistical stand-
point, according to BOE member Evan
Murray.

Each classroom will be equipped
with hand-sanitizer stations, “if and
when” school was to commence in the
Fall under traditional circumstances,
stated Mr. Murray. The hand-sanitizer
supplier is providing the dispensers at
no cost to the district, stated Mr.
Murray.

Installing hand-sanitizer dispensers
in each classroom will total approxi-
mately $20,000, he said.

Federal funding provided by the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Eco-
nomic Security Act (CARES Act) will
cover sanitizer and associated COVID-
19 safety precaution-related costs,
stated Mr. Murray.

As soon as the district reopens, emer-
gency masks will be on hand for stu-
dents who may arrive at school unpro-
tected or whose masks may be dam-
aged during the course of the school
day, stated Mr. Murray. The planning
for emergency masks is based on the
assumption that students will be ap-
proved to return to school in the Fall
and will be required to wear masks
throughout the day, stated Mr. Murray.

The district has received feedback
from prior BOE members and resi-
dents offering opinions on reopening
and solutions to assist the board’s de-
cision-making process, stated Dr.
Mast.

“We always appreciate feedback
from the residents and parents. It is
something that is always heard and

considered,” the superintendent re-
marked.

She reminded the public, however,
that the final decision and guidance
will be from the Governor’s office.

One resident suggested reopening
the schools in “phases,” stated Dr.
Mast. The most “at-risk,” or students
requiring learning intervention or as-
sistance, would return first while other
students would return at a later date.

The superintendent stated that she
respects residents’ feedback from an
educational perspective, as the plans
addressed the most vulnerable student
populations regarding learning prac-
tices and focus.

On another topic, Dr. Mast addressed
the recent unity walk and public pro-
tests, and responded to numerous writ-
ten inquiries made to her regarding the
administration’s efforts to combat rac-
ism and prejudice and to promote eq-
uitable hiring practices within the dis-
trict.

The district “has and always will”
continue to employ equitable hiring
practices which promote a diverse pro-
fessional body, stated Dr. Mast. She
added that the administration and the
board will focus on both short- and
long-term solutions to promote racial
equality and an equitable experience
or opportunity for every employee and
student in the district.

Public responses suggested both
short- and long-term policy solutions
which emphasize black history, ask-
ing the district to renew focus on bol-
stering both black and Hispanic em-
ployee hiring practices.

Already, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
BOE members participate on the Truth,
Racial Healing, and Transformation
board consisting of residents, students
and policymakers throughout the area.
Each situation where bullying is re-
ported and investigated, the adminis-
tration categorizes as involving hate
or race-related motivations or tactics,
stated Dr. Mast.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in-person graduation will be
held on Wednesday, July 8, with a rain
date of Thursday, July 9.

Garwood Officials Advocate
Caution During Re-openings

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — As local businesses
reopen and other activities slowly get
underway again, borough officials
continue to advise residents to exer-
cise caution in order to prevent new
outbreaks of Covid-19.

At the borough council’s meeting
June 25, Mayor Sara Todisco reported
only two new positive cases since
May 1, and said businesses and resi-
dents could obtain free masks distrib-
uted by the police department. She
also urged Garwood residents to “shop
local to keep Garwood thriving.” The
council’s meeting was its seventh
conducted by telephone conference
call, and the mayor said preparations
were being made — thanks to being
“thrust into a new normal” — for the
council to meet via video-
conferencing starting this month.

In other business, the council intro-
duced two ordinances that will be
voted on at public hearings this month.
One will regulate the use and upkeep
of grease traps at local restaurants
and food establishments. Mayor
Todisco said that there have been
“some issues with grease trap mainte-
nance” and that the proposed ordi-
nance was similar to what other towns
have enacted. Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock said the borough cur-
rently does not have strong means to
enforce the maintenance of the traps.

The second ordinance introduced
last week will regulate landscapers
and the hours they will be permitted
to operate. All such businesses will
be required to register, and their per-
mitted hours of operation will be 7
a.m. to dusk on weekdays, 8 a.m. to
dusk on Saturdays, and 9 a.m. to dusk
on Sundays and holidays.

On a separate matter, the recre-
ation department announced several
virtual summer programs for young
people, including a virtual dance
camp, a virtual magic camp and online
art classes. Registration can be done
through the borough website.

The council also approved the
preparation of a $200,000 bond ordi-
nance to finance tree removal and
sidewalk maintenance in certain
places in the borough where walk-
ways are being affected by large root
growth.

Michael Medina was formally hired
as police dispatcher.

is so hard because you don’t know
who is on your side. And if the police
are supposed to protect and serve...and
are supposed to help you, why should
you feel scared on a bike?”

Tierra Buissereth, a 2019 graduate
of SPFHS, also spoke about her ex-
periences with the police as well as
what several friends experienced. She
said being followed closely by local
police while driving “made me feel
unsafe.” She said that “race plays a
huge role” in police behavior and
decried the “inherent criminalization
of black people in this town and in
this country.” She also spoke of a
2016 incident at the high school track
when she and others were the target of
racial slurs yelled at them by several
students. Ms. Buissereth said the re-
sponding officer spent more time ask-
ing her and her friends what they were
doing at the track, “as if we somehow
provoked the incident.”

Scotch Plains Police Chief Ted
Conley called last week’s session “an
important first step.” He told those
who shared their stories that he felt
“sorry that you’re in fear in your own
town” and said it was never the police
department’s intention to make any
residents feel that way. He pointed
out that police “are scared, too” dur-
ing traffic stops when they do not
know who they are encountering. He
said community events like the an-
nual National Night Out, the Farm-
ers’ Market and movie nights are
among the ways to improve police
relationships with the residents.

Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo said that “it pains my heart” to
hear the stories of residents being
fearful of the police and said he would
welcome the chance to speak with
anyone who wished to speak to him.
He said his department will conduct
more discrimination and diversity
training. Additionally, he pointed out
that people have a right to speak to the
police chief if they think an officer
did something wrong.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Chiefs

ments calculated during the revalua-
tion.

Like other municipalities,
Fanwood’s government faces fund-
ing issues thanks to state and federal
cutbacks stemming from the
coronavirus pandemic and to the like-
lihood of some owners being unable
to pay their property taxes due to job
losses and other similar situations.

Any residents who feel they are
being negatively affected by the re-
valuation or who feel their property
was not evaluated fairly can file a tax
appeal, Mayor Mahr said. Appeals
can be made through Union County
and any questions can be addressed
to Borough Tax Assessor Michael
Ross, who joined the mayor on the
call along with Chief Financial Of-
ficer Fred Tomkins.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Tax

as many people use mail-in ballots for
the first time. She said the ballot can be
intimidating. There are a lot of steps to
follow, and “if you miss a step, your
vote is invalid and not counted.”

One area voters should not worry
about, Ms. Rajoppi said, is voter fraud
and security.

“Paper cannot be hacked,” she said.
“It’s probably the safest way to vote.
And the ballot is secured.”

Those with questions can consult
the Union County election site and its
frequently asked questions. Ballots can
be mailed in as long as they are post-
marked by Tuesday, July 7, and re-
ceived by the office by Tuesday, July
14. Voters also can choose to drop off
their ballots in-person at the Elizabeth
and Westfield offices, which will be
open 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. today, Thursday,
July 2, and then from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Monday, July 6, and Tuesday, July 7.
Voters additionally can drop off their
ballots in one of five secure drop-off
boxes. Westfield’s is located at the
Colleen Fraser Building, 300 North
Avenue East. There will be limited in-
person voting options on Election Day,
specifically voters with disabilities will
be allowed to vote using an Americans
With Disabilities Act-accessible vot-
ing machine. Other in-person voters
will receive a provisional paper ballot
to vote. Information on in-person vot-
ing locations can be found at
unioncountyvotes.com. Voters also can
contact the office of the county clerk
via email at ucvote@ucnj.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Vote-By-Mail

holder nominees Justin O’Hea, Aissa
Catherine Heath and Hector Meneses,
Jr., as part of the Progressive Demo-
crats of Union County. Together, the
group proposes ballot reform, access to
clean water and air, and fighting cor-
ruption in government on the local level.

Also running for county clerk is
Democrat incumbent Joanne Rajoppi,
a former journalist and current trustee
for the Union County Historical Soci-
ety. Peter B. Lijoi is running for the
Republicans. He is a certified tax asses-
sor and a member of the Union County
Republican Committee as well as the
City of Summit Republican Commit-
tee.

Aside from the three previously men-
tioned Progressive Democrats of Union
County freeholder nominees, the Demo-
crats have five others running for the
three positions up for election. Brianna
Armstead and Daniel Yamakatis are
running as Democrats United for
Progress. Incumbents Angela R.
Garretson and Christopher Hudak,
along with Lourdes Leon, are running
as part of the Regular Democratic Or-
ganization of Union County. Republi-
can nominees are Mark Shore, Paul M.
Verzosa and Joseph R. Sarno III.

More information about voting reg-
istration, deadlines and locations to vote
can be found at http://
www.unioncountyvotes.com/.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Primary

Garwood BOE Discusses
Future Goals, Graduation

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — With the help of
goal-setting presenter Gwen
Thornton, members of the Garwood
Board of Education (BOE) met last
Thursday to discuss the upcoming
school year and goals on how to im-
prove the district for the 2020-2021
year. Topping this last regular BOE
meeting of the year were discussions
and ideas for improvements for the
next year.

The first discussion focused on the
subject of virtual learning. Superin-
tendent of Schools Dr. Teresa Quigley
reported that a survey had gone out to
Garwood residents regarding the
borough’s distance-learning practices.
She stated that so far, 147 parents had
filled out the survey in addition to 59
community members.

Continued improvements will be
made to the district’s virtual and dis-
tance-learning program even if bor-
ough students go back into the build-
ings. It also was revealed that the
borough would be working on an
annual plan for virtual learning with

website revisions.
It was noted, however, that parents

responding to the survey had reported
depression and feelings of isolation
among Garwood students due to the
quarantine and at-home learning.

The board also discussed concerns
regarding how to meet all the needs of
each district student during the vir-
tual-learning phase of schooling to
ensure that all Individualized Educa-
tion Plans (IEP) were met for all
students. BOE members stated that
they wanted to address the needs of
all students in their personalized learn-
ing.

Other goals that the board discussed
were budget planning and account-
ability tools in addition to the possi-
bility of changing the board’s com-
mittee structure. Members stated that
they wanted a more pro-active
timeline for the board’s budget.

The BOE discussed holding a four-
hour-long meeting on a Saturday in
the near future to discuss all goals and
construct an action plan to achieve
objectives for the upcoming school
year.

In other business, it was announced
that an outdoor graduation ceremony
for eighth-grade students has been
scheduled for Monday, July 6. The
borough has 43 graduates but not all
are participating. Each graduate was
limited to four tickets, and not all
teachers would be coming to the cer-
emony to lessen the crowd. It was
noted that there will be no mayor’s
speech at this year’s graduation.

The summer reading program has
not yet been put in place, as the read-
ing requirements currently are being
updated.

The next Garwood BOE meeting is
scheduled for this month.

We Sell Space
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Westfield Hears from
Redevelopment Consultant

By REBECCA MEHORTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The town coun-
cil passed a resolution designating
eight parking lots in Westfield as “an
area in need of redevelopment” at its
Tuesday meeting via Zoom. It also
re-introduced General Ordinance
No. 2183, which revises the town’s
historic preservation regulations.

The meeting drew a great deal of
public attention, with approximately
28 individuals speaking during the
public comment section, causing the
Zoom meeting to extend past mid-
night. Many residents questioned the
redevelopment plan as well as the
historic preservation ordinance.

Phil Abramson and Chris Colley,
of outside redevelopment consult-
ant Topology.is, led a presentation
on the areas of designation and ex-
plained how they arrived at the con-
clusion that the properties could be
considered “in need of redevelop-
ment.” Under NJSA 40A:12A-5, a
property can be considered in need
of redevelopment if considered ob-
solete or dilapidated to the detri-
ment of the safety, health, morals or
welfare of the community.

Since parking lots in downtown
areas use very valuable space ineffi-
ciently, Mr. Abramson said, there is
a case to be made for their obsoles-
cence. Mr. Colley connected the is-
sue Westfield is having with a court
case in Princeton, in which Princeton
successfully argued that its down-
town parking lot qualified as obso-
lete as its presence prohibited the
borough from improving and serv-
ing the public’s health, safety and
welfare. Mr. Colley said the
Westfield parking lots inefficiently
store vehicles, break up the town’s
walkability and are dangerously laid
out, creating safety hazards for pe-
destrians. In public comment, a few
residents questioned how the rela-
tively new parking lots could be con-
sidered dilapidated. Mr. Abramson
clarified the properties are not in
disrepair, but, from their point of
view, obsolete.

The council voted in favor of the
resolution, but the town will need an
ordinance to continue in the redevel-
opment process.

The majority of the more than two
hours of public comment focused on
the historic preservation ordinance.
While the speakers were about evenly
split for and against the ordinance,
almost everyone had questions. One
of the main questions people had is if
the town could designate someone’s

house as historic without the permis-
sion of the homeowner.

“The town currently has the power
to do that under our existing ordi-
nance,” Town Attorney Thomas
Jardim said. “The state municipal
land-use law gives that power to
towns to do that, and this ordinance
allows for that to happen as well.”

Council members mentioned that
the new ordinance was created to
keep the town in compliance with
state law. Resident Steve McCabe
asked how the town was out of com-
pliance and how the new ordinance
would correct this issue.

Town Planner Don Sammet said it
was a two-part answer. First, he said,
the current ordinance only requires
designated historic properties to go
before the planning or zoning boards
to subdivide or tear down the prop-
erties. The new ordinance follows
state compliance because it requires
any property identified as historic,
not necessarily officially designated,
to go before the planning or zoning
board with subdivision or develop-
ment applications.

“The second piece that I’m aware
of is when it comes to actually the
property owner’s consent for desig-
nation,” Mr. Sammet continued. “It’s
essentially a zoning-by-referendum,
which is prohibited specifically by
the state land-use law.”

A public hearing will be held on
the Historic Preservation Ordinance
at the next council meeting on Tues-
day, July 14, at 8 p.m.

Also at the meeting, the council
voted in favor of Ordinance No.
2172, which limits the hours when
residents can use loud and mechani-
cal equipment. It also passed Ordi-
nance No. 2173 concerning the stor-
age and delivery of modular homes.
The council approved on final pas-
sage Ordinance No. 2174, which
establishes a mental health council
to provide mental health-related
programming, awareness and edu-
cation to the community. It also
approved Ordinance No. 2176 to
establish a government energy ag-
gregation program to solicit pro-
posals for electric services contain-
ing more renewable energy than the
current default supplier.
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PALLETS FOR PATRIOTISM...Westfield Rotary members were on deck on
Saturday at the Westfield Farmers’ Market painting and selling donated shipping
pallets to promote St. Joseph Social Service Center in Elizabeth, the food pantry
at Holy Trinity Church in Westfield and Feed the Frontline Westfield.
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Protect Yourself Against
Financial Scammers

WESTFIELD — It’s unfortunate,
but true: During this period of
economic uncertainty, one of the
busiest “industries” has been financial
scamming. But it goes on even during
normal times, too, so you’ll want to
know what to look for, and how to
defend yourself.

For starters, just how widespread
is financial fraud?
Consider this: In 2019,
more than 3.2 million
fraud cases were
reported to the Federal
Trade Commission,
with identity theft
being the most
common type of fraud,
accounting for about
one-fifth of the overall
cases. And fraudulent
new accounts
(mortgages, student
loans, car loans and
credit cards) amounted
to about $3.4 billion in
2018, according to a
study by Javelin
Strategy & Research.

To help yourself
from being victimized, consider the
following suggestions. They are
certainly not an exhaustive list, but
they should prove useful.

Watch out for unsecure websites.
Make sure a website is secure before
entering any payment or personal
information. Look for sites that start
with HTTPS, rather than those with
just HTTP, which are not secure and
can be hacked. But even a site with
HTTPS can still be used by scammers,
so, if you don’t recognize the name
of the company or group that’s
requesting your information, do some
research to make sure it’s legitimate.

Review your credit reports. As
mentioned above, the fraudulent
opening of new accounts is a big
source of financial scams. To be sure
nobody has opened new accounts
under your name, try to review your
credit reports at least once a year.
You can get them for free at
AnnualCreditReport.com.

Follow up on fraud. If you’ve
already been victimized by having
new accounts opened in your name,
contact one of the three major credit

Jayson M. Astel, CFP®,
AAMS® Financial Advisor

reporting agencies (Experian,
Equifax or TransUnion) and place a
90-day fraud alert on your credit file.
You might also want to file a
complaint with the Federal Trade
Commission, print it out and file it
with your local law enforcement
agency. And it’s also a good idea to
contact the fraud department of the

financial companies
where the thief has
opened a fraudulent
account in your name.

Be alert for
suspicious links.
“Phishers” have gotten
quite good at sending
out messages that look
like they’re from
reputable businesses.
But if you examine
these messages
carefully, you can
usually determine if
there’s something off
about them. For
example, no legitimate
business will tell you,
via this type of
message, that you have

to “correct your account” by
providing additional information.
And if you do hit the link provided,
and it takes you to a third-party site,
you can be pretty sure it’s bogus.

Resist “act now” offers. If you get
an offer, via phone or online, urging
you to “act immediately” on an
investment opportunity, discontinue
the communication. No reputable
financial advisor will ever try to force
you to take such swift action, and if
an investment is legitimate, it will be
available tomorrow, next week and
next year.

Use your shredder. You probably
have the option to “go paperless”
with all your banks and financial
services providers, but, if you still do
receive paper documents, be sure to
shred them when they’re no longer
needed.

You save and invest for years to
help achieve your long-term goals.
Don’t let any of your efforts be undone
by financial fraudsters.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Divorce and Support
Advice During Covid-19

WESTFIELD — Everyone in New
Jersey has been affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic one way or
another. If you are divorced or
divorcing, whether you are the
recipient of alimony and/or child
support or the payor, your pocket has
most likely already felt the
devastating economic impact of the
coronavirus. We have seen almost
every industry in New Jersey adjust
in an attempt to survive during this
challenging time. You may ask, am I
expected to adjust? Am I permitted?

It is common during these trying
economic times to have questions
regarding your alimony or child
support obligations and entitlements
under New Jersey law due to the
impact of COVID-19. For example,
if you are ordered to pay alimony and
child support, but recently lost your
job, are you entitled to immediate
relief? Conversely, if you are the
recipient of support and the payor
lost his or her job, are you expected
to forego your court ordered
payments or reduce them?

Ordinarily, a Court application is
necessary to obtain modification of
responsibility and entitlement when
there is a substantial change of

financial circumstances. However,
alternative mechanisms are also
available in New Jersey which often
produce much more expeditious and
less expensive form of relief without
Court application, such as Binding
Arbitration and Economic Mediation.

The attorneys in the Family Law
Department at Dughi, Hewit &
Domalewski are here to answer all of
your questions. Their credentials are
set forth on the Firm's website. Each
lawyer is skilled in being able to
carefully guide you through the
process.

While the coronavirus pandemic
is affecting us all, the answers to your
questions are fact specific and can
only apply on a case by case basis. To
learn what your options are do not
hesitate to call (908)272-0200 or e-
mail Mario C. Gurrieri,
Esq.(mgurrieri@dughihewit.com),
Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq.
(kcapalbo@dughihewit.com) or
Jennifer L. Young, Esq.
(jyoung@dughihewit.com) for a free
initial telephonic or virtual
conference.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2178

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY, RELATING TO SOLAR ENERGY
SYSTEMS

WHEREAS, by Ordinance 2063, adopted by the Town Council on July 12, 2016, the
Mayor and Town Council of the Town of Westfield (the “Town”) adopted certain
regulations related to the erection and operation of solar energy systems in all zone
districts in the Town of Westfield; and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council deem it necessary and appropriate to make
certain changes and additions to that ordinance, both in order to encourage clean energy
uses in the Town of Westfield, and to reduce the visual impacts of solar energy systems
throughout the Town;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, as follows:
SECTION I. Section 13-07, Chapter 13, of the Land Use Ordinance of the Town of

Westfield, shall be and is hereby deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following
Section 13-07, as follows:

A. Intent. The purpose of this section is to provide a regulatory framework for the
construction and operation of solar energy systems in the Town of Westfield, subject to
reasonable restrictions, which will preserve the public health, safety, and welfare, while
also minimizing the visual impact of solar energy systems and maintaining the character
of the Town of Westfield. This section permits, as an accessory use, solar energy systems
in all zone districts in the Town of Westfield, subject to the criteria set forth in this section.

B. Definitions.
1. BUILDING-INTEGRATED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEMS — A solar energy sys-

tem that is an integral part of a principal or accessory building, rather than a separate
mechanical device, replacing or substituting for an architectural or structural component
of the building. Building-integrated systems shall include photovoltaic or hot water solar
energy systems that are contained within roofing materials, windows, and skylights.

2. FLUSH-MOUNTED– A Solar energy system or solar panel which is installed no
greater than six inches from the roof and is installed at the same angle as the roof surface.

3. CHARACTER-DEFINING ROOF FEATURES – Visual aspects and physical
elements of a roof that contribute to the overall appearance of a building. Examples of
character-defining roof features include cornices, dormers, towers, finials, and cresting.

4. GROUND MOUNTED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM — Systems which are not
mounted on existing structures.

5. PUBLIC VIEW — The view by the public of a building from any point on a street
or walkway which is used as a public thoroughfare, either vehicular or pedestrian.

6. ROOF MOUNTED SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM — A solar energy system consist-
ing of solar collectors that are installed directly on the roof of a home, commercial building,
and/or an accessory structure, such as a garage, pergola, and/or shed.

7. SOLAR COLLECTOR — A device, structure or a part of a device or structure for
which the primary purpose is to transform solar radiant energy into thermal, mechanical
or electrical energy.

8. SOLAR COLLECTOR SURFACE — Any part of a solar collector that absorbs
solar energy for use in the collector’s energy transformation process. Collector surface
does not include frames, supports and mounting hardware.

9. SOLAR ENERGY — Radiant energy received from the sun at wavelengths
suitable for conversion into thermal or electrical energy.

10. SOLAR ENERGY SYSTEM — Any solar collector or other solar energy device,
or any structural design feature, mounted on a building or on the ground, and whose
primary purpose is to provide for the collection, storage, and distribution of solar energy
for space heating or cooling, for water heating, or for electricity.

11. SOLAR MOUNTING DEVICE — Racking, frames or other devices that allow the
mounting of a solar collector onto a roof surface or the ground.

12. SOLAR PRODUCTION RATIO, OR “SPR” – The ratio between how much power
a solar power system is estimated to produce in relation to the size of the system.
Production ratio = year 1 production estimate / system size (Watts).

13. STREET FACING FACADE — Any building wall along a front yard or street side
yard.

14. STREET FACING ROOF PLANE — A roof plane or planes which is/are located
between the roof ridge and street facing facade or facades of a building.

C. Applicability. This section applies to solar energy systems to be installed and
constructed after the effective date of the ordinance. Solar energy systems constructed
prior to the effective date of this ordinance shall not be required to meet the requirement
of this section, provided however, that any upgrades, modifications, or changes that alter
the size or placement of existing solar energy systems shall comply with the provisions
of this section.

D. Permitted accessory use. Solar energy systems shall be allowed as an accessory
use in all zone districts, subject to the requirements set forth within this section.

E. General regulations.
1. Height.
a. Roof-mounted solar energy systems shall not exceed the maximum permitted

height in the zone district for the structure or building on which they are mounted.
(1) For roof-mounted solar energy systems installed on a sloped roof, the system

must be flush mounted. In no instance shall it extend above the ridge of a peaked roof.
(2) For roof-mounted solar energy systems installed on a flat roof, the highest point

of the system shall be permitted to extend up to six feet above the roof to which it is
attached.

b. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall not exceed four feet in height.
2. Setbacks and location.
a. Roof-mounted solar energy systems shall not extend horizontally past existing

rooflines. Exterior piping associated with the roof-mounted solar energy system shall be
allowed to extend beyond the perimeter of the building on any facade of an accessory
structure, and on all but any street-facing facade or roof plane of a principal structure.

b. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall be located in the rear yard only and
shall meet the setback requirements set forth in § 13.01G.

c. Wall-mounted solar energy systems shall meet the required setbacks for the
structure onto which they are mounted.

d. Street-facing Solar energy systems.
(1) Solar energy systems may be located on street-facing roof planes or street-facing

facades if they comply with the following in addition to the above requirements:
(i) The applicant presents the certification of a professional engineer or other

individual deemed qualified by the Zoning Officer that no other solar energy system array
on the property, other than a front-facing solar array, will generate an SPR of at least 1.
The professional engineer’s certification must include the SPR calculation for each roof
plane on which a solar energy system array could be erected; and

(ii) The solar panels must be flush mounted to the roof; and
(iii) The solar energy system does not interfere with character-defining roof features;

and
(iv) The color of any solar collector or solar collector device, trim and any visible

mounting hardware must closely match the color of adjacent roofing material; and
(v) No wiring, cables, conduit, etc., may travel from the front-facing roof to any front

façade of the structure.
(2) The requirements (i) through (v) above shall also apply to the side street of a

corner lot; however, these requirements shall not apply to solar energy systems mounted
on accessory structures located within rear yard areas, nor shall they apply to building
integrated solar energy systems.

(3) No solar energy system shall be located on street-facing roof plane or street-
facing facade if an SPR of at least 1 can be generated by installation of a solar energy
system array on a non-street facing roof plane or non-street facing façade.

(4) An applicant may appeal a denial of the Building Department to allow solar panels
on a street-facing roof or facade to the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

(5) No street facing solar energy system may be located on street-facing roof planes
or street-facing facades on any principal or accessory structure that has been designated,
pursuant to the Historic Designation and Preservation Ordinance of the Town of
Westfield, LUL Appendix III, as a historic landmark or is within a historic district.

3. Coverage. Ground-mounted solar energy systems shall be subject to the cover-
age requirements in 13.01H.

4. Visibility. It is the intent of this section to reduce the visual impacts of solar
collectors and solar mounting devices.

5. Solar collectors mounted on flat roofs shall be mounted behind a building parapet
below the line of sight from the nearest edge of the right-of-way(s) adjacent to front- and
street-side yards.

6. Glare.
a. Solar collectors shall be oriented and/or screened so that any glare is directed

away from any adjoining properties and streets.
b. All solar collectors shall be located so as to not create any additional heat load

upon adjoining properties.
7. Prohibition of advertising. A solar energy system shall not be used to display

permanent or temporary advertising, including signage, streamers, pennants, spinners,
reflectors, banners, or similar materials.

F. Additional submission requirements. In addition to the application requirements
in all applicable construction codes and the Town Land Use Ordinance, all applications
for solar energy systems shall be accompanied by a property survey showing the
proposed location or locations of the solar energy system and distance from property
lines. In addition, photographs showing the property from the public view, and the location
of the proposed solar energy system, must be submitted so as to determine compliance
with the visibility and other provisions of this ordinance.

G. Right to require removal. The Town of Westfield expressly reserves the right to
require the removal of any solar energy system, or portion thereof, which is improperly
constructed or maintained or which poses an imminent safety hazard.

SECTION III. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with any
part of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in conflict or
inconsistent.

SECTION IV. If any section, provision, or part of provision of this Ordinance shall be
held to be unenforceable or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity
of this Ordinance, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unenforceable or invalid.

SECTION V. This Ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.

NOTICE

The foregoing ordinance was introduced at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of
the Town of Westfield held on June 30, 2020 and was read for the first time. This ordinance
will be further considered for final passage by said Town Council at the Westfield
Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey
07090 at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on August 11, 2020 or at any time and place
to which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons interested will be given the
opportunity to be heard concerning such Ordinance. If the meeting on August 11, 2020
must be held virtually due to COVID-19, the public hearing will be held digitally with a link/
meeting ID to be made available on the Town of Westfield’s website (www.westfieldnj.gov)
in advance of the meeting. Copies of this ordinance are available at the Office of the Town
Clerk, Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
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Garwood Officials Advocate
Caution During Re-openings

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — As local businesses
reopen and other activities slowly get
underway again, borough officials
continue to advise residents to exer-
cise caution in order to prevent new
outbreaks of Covid-19.

At the borough council’s meeting
June 25, Mayor Sara Todisco reported
only two new positive cases since
May 1, and said businesses and resi-
dents could obtain free masks distrib-
uted by the police department. She
also urged Garwood residents to “shop
local to keep Garwood thriving.” The
council’s meeting was its seventh
conducted by telephone conference
call, and the mayor said preparations
were being made — thanks to being
“thrust into a new normal” — for the
council to meet via video-
conferencing starting this month.

In other business, the council intro-
duced two ordinances that will be
voted on at public hearings this month.
One will regulate the use and upkeep
of grease traps at local restaurants
and food establishments. Mayor
Todisco said that there have been
“some issues with grease trap mainte-

nance” and that the proposed ordi-
nance was similar to what other towns
have enacted. Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock said the borough cur-
rently does not have strong means to
enforce the maintenance of the traps.

The second ordinance introduced
last week will regulate landscapers
and the hours they will be permitted
to operate. All such businesses will
be required to register, and their per-
mitted hours of operation will be 7
a.m. to dusk on weekdays, 8 a.m. to
dusk on Saturdays, and 9 a.m. to dusk
on Sundays and holidays.

On a separate matter, the recre-
ation department announced several
virtual summer programs for young
people, including a virtual dance
camp, a virtual magic camp and online
art classes. Registration can be done
through the borough website.

The council also approved the
preparation of a $200,000 bond ordi-
nance to finance tree removal and
sidewalk maintenance in certain
places in the borough where walk-
ways are being affected by large root
growth.

Michael Medina was formally hired
as police dispatcher.

WE’LL MISS YOU...Children who attended the day care center at the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church got a warm, socially-distanced send-off for the summer
from teachers and staff the morning of June 19 as cars of kids entered to receive
goodbyes and gifts.

NJ Transit to Receive $13
Million From CARES Act

County Clerk Provides
Additional Hours for Voters

NEW JERSEY — NJ Transit an-
nounced that the U.S. Department of
Transportation’s Federal Transit Ad-
ministration (FTA) awarded the agency
a $13.3 million grant for its local trans-
portation programs for Fiscal Year 2020
(FY20). The award will help sustain
existing local transportation in the rural
areas in New Jersey particularly used
by senior citizens, people with disabili-
ties and the economically disadvan-
taged.

NJ Transit will distribute the grant
funds for operating, planning, capital
and administrative expenses for the ex-
isting rural transit providers throughout
New Jersey.

“We are grateful that the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation recognizes
the economic impact of Covid-19 on
New Jersey’s local transportation pro-
viders and their ability to provide es-
sential services to remote and vulner-
able populations,” said Governor Phil
Murphy. “By providing the vast major-
ity of these funds to counties and mu-
nicipalities, we can ensure that transit
services remain accessible and avail-
able to our rural communities who de-
pend upon them.”

“Residents in rural areas who most
depend on these essential services can
be confident that the transportation they
desperately need will be sustained thanks
to this funding,” said NJ Transit Presi-
dent and CEO Kevin Corbett. “This
support for our local providers will help
fill transportation gaps for New Jersey’s
transit-dependent residents.”

The grant is part of the Coronavirus
Aid Relief and Economic Security
(CARES) Act.

In addition to the CARES Act fund-
ing, the FTA issued a Safety Advisory
that prompts transit agencies to de-

velop and implement policies and pro-
cedures regarding face coverings and
personal protective equipment, clean-
ing and disinfection of frequently
touched surfaces, physical separation
and hand hygiene consistent with Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention
and Occupational Safety and Health
Administration guidance. CARES Act
funding can be used to cover 100 per-
cent of these costs. COUNTY — The offices of Union

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi are
open for additional hours as a ser-
vice for voters who wish to drop off
their Vote-by-Mail ballots in-per-
son or who have questions regard-
ing the July 7 Primary Election. The
offices will be open on each of the
following days from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m.: Saturday, June 27; Monday,
June 29; Tuesday, June 30; Wednes-
day, July 1; Thursday, July 2; Mon-
day, July 6; and Tuesday, July 7
(Election Day).

These extended hours apply to
the County Clerk’s main office at 2
Broad Street in Elizabeth and the
annex office at 300 North Avenue
East in Westfield.

Please note that all government
offices are closed on Friday, July 3.

Office visitors are advised that
masks and social distance are re-
quired in order to prevent the spread
of Covid-19.

“We are all deeply concerned
about the safety of our voters and
well as their democratic right to
vote,” said Ms. Rajoppi. “We are
following Governor Murphy’s man-
dates and have taken other steps to
ensure that voters can participate in
the Primary Election without com-
promising their health or the health
of others.”

As part of the Covid-19 safety
precautions, New Jersey Governor
Phil Murphy has ordered that the
July 7 Primary Election be held
primarily by Vote-by-Mail ballots.
A limited number of in-person poll-
ing places will be available on Elec-
tion Day, July 7, for those who
choose to vote in person. In-person
voters must wear masks and ob-
serve social distance at their poll-
ing location.

Voters who wish to drop off their
ballots in-person can also use any
of five official, secure drop off boxes
installed by the Union County Board
of Elections. The drop-off boxes
may be used 24/7 up until 8 p.m. on
Tuesday, July 7. The boxes are lo-
cated at Cranford Community Cen-
ter, 220 Walnut Avenue; Union
County Administration Building, 10
Elizabethtown Plaza; Plainfield Mu-
nicipal Building Parking Lot, 515
Watchung Avenue; Union Township
Municipal Building Rear Entrance,
1976 Morris Avenue; and the Col-
leen Fraser Building, 300 North Av-
enue East.

 For more information about the
July 7 Primary Election and all
County Clerk election services visit
unioncountyvotes.com, or contact
the Elections Division at 908-527-
4996 or ucvote@ucnj.org.

Republicans Vote
Against State Budget
TRENTON — Republicans on the

Assembly budget committee voted
against a $7.75 billion three-month bud-
get that was made public only two hours
before the vote. They were dismayed
that seniors and homeowners face cuts in
tax relief and services while public unions
still get raises.

 “There is a complete failure to be
transparent leading up to a very impor-
tant vote,” said Wirths (R-Sussex). “To
cut all property tax relief specifically
designed to help seniors and the disabled
make ends meet is something that should
never be voted for. The public deserves
to know what is being voted on more
than two hours before it passes.”

 The Murphy administration agreed
to a contract that delayed raises for pub-
lic employees by a year and maintained
the four percent pay increases given
after working for a year. They will get up
to 12 days of furlough.

 “What happened to all the reforms
being touted the past couple years?” said
Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-
Union). “Taxpayers are on the hook and
will face cost increases no matter what,
just by losing tax relief, services and aid.
Cutting tax relief is raising taxes.”
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Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home
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SALE PRICE

$365,100

$385,000

$405,000

$525,000

$529,000

$587,000

$432,500

$590,000

$505,000

$910,000

$415,000

$410,000

$470,000

$500,000

$800,000

$880,000

$1,180,000

$488,000

$655,000

$733,000

$713,000

$867,000

$880,000

$1,050,000

$1,230,000

TOWN

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Cranford

Fanwood

Fanwood

Mountainside

Mountainside

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Scotch Plains

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

Westfield

ADDRESS

112 PINE ST

19 OMAHA DR

20 BURNSIDE AVE

103 S UNION AVE

10 DORCHESTER AVE

53 MORSE ST

4 WINFIELD PL

92 KEMPSHALL TERR

1139 IRIS DR

1235 WOOD VALLEY RD

2367 MONICA PL

189 WATCHUNG TER

2137 JERSEY AVE

1942 STONY BROOK CIR

12 RAMBLING DR

2315 LONGFELLOW AVE

16 RAVENSWOOD LN

101 OXFORD TER

126 BOYNTON CT

714 CRESCENT PKY

647 ELM ST

535 BRADFORD AVE

849 BRADFORD AVE

706 EMBREE CRES

822 VILLAGE GREEN

25 Home Sold June 21 thru June 28, 2020 in Westfield,

Fanwood, Cranford, ScotchPlains, Mountainside & Garwood

*Fanwood Scotch Plains Cranford Garwood Mountainside and Westfield, NJ data according to the Garden

State MLS, as of 6/21/2020 thru 6/28/2020 Featured properties may not have been listed or sold by the

office/agent presenting this data for more information on these or other real estate matters, contact

Susan Massa at 908-400-0778. Information deemed RELIABLE  www.NJHomeShowcase.com

www.Summitwestfieldhomes.com

VICTORIAN SOUND...This J. O. Weaver pump reed organ was built in York,
Pa., in 1880, as such organs were common in the late 1800s through the early
1900s. Foot pedals produced a vacuum in the air chest, providing the organ’s air
supply. Musical sound is the result of air vibrating the hundreds of brass reeds
within. The two circular stands for oil lamps or candles recall those used to light
up the music and keyboard (before electric lighting was available). Currently,
the organ needs some bellows replaced, but it was recently played, during a
holiday open house, using a hose attached to a vacuum cleaner to provide the air
supply. Various woods employed include mahogany, oak, maple and bird’s eye
maple, with some gold leaf added. The foot pump pedals are a colorful needle-
point. The organ is at home in the Reeve House parlor in Westfield. It was
restored and donated by local resident David Norwine.

Union County’s Action Line
Available for Residents

Names of Employees Who
Commit Major Disciplinary
Infractions to Be Released

COUNTY — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office implemented a
new standard operating procedure
on June 22, which requires the
prosecutor’s office to publicly dis-
close the name and rank of any of its
investigative employees who com-
mit major disciplinary violations,
acting Union County Prosecutor
Lyndsay V. Ruotolo announced on
June 23.  The procedure requires the
office to retroactively disclose the
names and ranks of investigative
employees who were previously sub-
jected to major discipline, going back
at least ten years, and commits the
office to disclosing those names by
Tuesday, September 1.

“Ever-vigilant of our duty to serve
justice and the community, doing so
now requires us to confront and own
the imperfections of the criminal jus-
tice system, and even the atrocities
that have been committed by fellow
officers of the law and of the court
who have held titles similar to those
we hold now,” Mr. Ruotolo said. “We
may finally see systemic societal
changes we thought would never oc-
cur during the course of our careers.”

The office’s public disclosures will
include the names and ranks of any of
its investigative employees who have
committed a transgression that re-

sulted in a final disciplinary sanction
of termination, reduction of rank or
grade and/or suspension of more than
five days, in instances in which the
underlying misconduct involved an
act(s) of deception, theft, and/or dis-
honesty; demonstrated a bias towards
a particular race, ethnicity, religion,
gender identity, sexual preference, or
other group; pertained to excessive
use of force and/or criminal act(s) of
violence; touched upon an investiga-
tion and/or the prosecution of a crime
(this would include, but is not limited
to, mishandling of evidence, mishan-
dling or falsification of official re-
ports/records, improper conduct rel-
evant to a confidential source/infor-
mant, or conduct negatively impact-
ing truthful testimony); and/or re-
flected an abuse of their position as a
public employee and/or sworn mem-
ber of law enforcement (this would
include, but is not limited to, abuses
of power and misuses of public prop-
erty and/or paid-time).
These public disclosures will also
feature a brief summary of the under-
lying transgression, a statement of the
sanction imposed and the year in
which discipline was imposed.
The standard operating procedure will
be made available on the Prosecutor’s
Office website.

COUNTY — Union County en-
courages residents who need help
with food, shelter, employment and
other critical needs to call the
county’s Action Line, either at 888-
845-3434 or 908-558-2288.

“By calling the Action Line, resi-
dents can receive the help and infor-
mation they need,” Freeholder Chair-
man Alexander Mirabella said. “Our
Action Line staff has the knowledge
and resources to help, either in En-
glish or Spanish, and can direct call-
ers to our community partners and
other local resources if needed.”

The Action Line, part of the
Union County Department of Hu-
man Services (DHS), is comprised
of professionals who are trained to
explain the programs and services
provided by the county as well as
answer specific concerns or ques-
tions. In addition, the Action Line
provides DHS clients with a portal
for resolving issues related to

benefits and payments.
Staff members are also available

to help residents connect with ser-
vices for seniors and their caregivers;
employment opportunities and job
training; food and shelter; homeless
prevention; mental health and ad-
diction issues; special transportation
needs, issues and special needs; pro-
grams for at-risk youth; and more.

DHS Action Line specialists, are
available Monday through Friday
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Voice and
email messages left after hours will
be answered the next business day.
Residents may also email their ques-
tions to DHSAction@ucnj.org.

Red Cross Offers
July 4th Safety Tips

PRINCETON — The Fourth of July
is just ahead, a time when people typi-
cally enjoy the summer holiday with
backyard barbecues, fireworks dis-
plays or water fun. But this year, cel-
ebrating Independence Day will be
different due to the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic. The American Red Cross
offers safety tips everyone can follow.

“As we take steps forward with re-
opening New Jersey, it’s important to
know which safety measures to take as
you venture out in public,” said Rosie
Taravella, CEO, American Red Cross
New Jersey Region. “Follow these
coronavirus precautions.”

• Continue to social distance by
staying six feet away from others,
especially if you are at high risk for
serious illness from COVID-19 (over
age 65 or any age with underlying
medical conditions).

• Continue to wear cloth face cov-
erings in public. Face coverings are
most essential when social distancing
is difficult.

• Follow guidelines when it comes
to how large gatherings can be. Avoid
crowds and mass gatherings.

• Clean and disinfect frequently
touched surfaces daily.

• Stay home if you are sick.
Warmer weather means enjoying

the water. Be “water smart,” have
swimming skills and know how to
help others. This includes home pools
— where young children are most at
risk of drowning — and open water,
such as ponds, rivers and lakes —
where people are more likely to drown
than any other location. With less
access to lifeguarded aquatic facili-
ties this summer, some may consider
open water environments that are not
designated for swimming.

• Talk to your children, including
older youth and teenagers, about wa-
ter safety. A variety of resources are

available at redcross.org/watersafety
and redcross.org/watersafetyforkids.

• If you choose to take your family
to the water, make sure the area is
designated for swimming and has life-
guards on duty. Once there, maintain
social distancing, both in and out of
the water, between you and people
who don’t live with you.

• Wear face coverings on land, es-
pecially when physical distancing
is difficult. Do not wear them in the
water as it may be difficult to breathe.
Don’t share goggles, nose clips, snor-
kels or other personal items.

• Designate a water watcher whose
sole responsibility is to supervise
people during any in-water activity
until the next person takes over.

• Kiddie or inflatable pools can be
a great way to have fun. Drain the
water from the pool and flip it over
after swim time is over.

Grilling fires spark more than
10,000 home fires on average each
year in the U.S. To avoid this:

• Always supervise a barbecue grill
when in use. Don’t add charcoal starter
fluid when coals have already been
ignited.

• Never grill indoors — not in the
house, camper, tent or any enclosed
area.

• Make sure everyone, stays away
from the grill, including children and
pets.

• Keep the grill away from the
house or anything that could catch
fire.

• Use the long-handled tools espe-
cially made for cooking on the grill.

 Senate Votes to Make
Juneteenth a State Holiday

TRENTON — Acting to commemo-
rate the end of slavery in the United States
and to honor the history and contributions
of Black Americans, the Senate approved
a bill that would make Juneteenth an
official state holiday. The bill is spon-
sored by Senate President Steve Sweeney,
Senator Sandra Cunningham and Sena-
tor Joe Cryan.

“Juneteenth marks a day of freedom
for Black Americans who suffered the
cruelty of slavery and an opportunity to
honor the history and contributions of
African Americans,” said Senator
Sweeney (D-Gloucester/Salem/
Cumberland). “This takes on greater sig-
nificance as the entire country is confront-
ing the racism and inequality that is the
bitter legacy of slavery. We can use June
19th and the days that follow to undue
past harms and renew our commitment to
justice and equality for all.”

“It feels especially fitting to be voting
on this legislation in the week leading up
to the July Fourth holiday. For many
Black Americans, the Fourth of July does
not hold the same meaning of freedom
and independence that it does for other
Americans, because Black Americans
were not free on July 4, 1776,” said
Senator Cunningham (D-Hudson).
“Hopefully, through this legislation, as
well as deeper education and a more
honest review of our history, more New
Jerseyans can realize the significance of

Juneteenth as a true day of freedom, even
as we continue to work towards ‘justice
for all.’”

“This is a way of recognizing the end of
slavery in America as an important mile-
stone in the Nation’s history,” said Sena-
tor Cryan (D-Union). “A state holiday
won’t change everything, but it will pro-
vide a platform to increase the under-
standing of what has happened in the past
so that we can learn from it. When we
recognize the experiences of history, we
are better for it. We can be enriched as a
state and more able to move towards
equality for everyone.”

It was on June 19, 1865 when enslaved
people in Texas were finally told about
the Emancipation Proclamation. Since
then, Juneteenth has evolved as a date to
celebrate the end of slavery, to cultivate an
appreciation of African American history
and culture, and to address the injustices
Black Americans continue to experience.

https://www.facebook.com/BarristerCigars
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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Fanwood Municipal Tax
Increase is Appalling

It is appalling that in the middle
of major health and economic pan-
demic, the Borough of Fanwood and
Mayor Colleen Mahr would push
through the largest property tax in-
crease of our time.  Under the guise
of a township-wide revaluation, the
majority of Fanwood homeowners
will now have to pay an additional
25 percent or more in property taxes.
Not $72 as your paper reported.
That was a bold-faced lie.
Fanwoodians cannot afford this mas-
sive and painful property tax hike.
Our jobs and savings have been se-
verely negatively impacted by the
COVID government shutdown.  Is
Mayor Mahr trying to destroy us
financially?

New Jersey is the highest prop-
erty tax state in the nation.  Even
without the revaluation, our home
values and taxes were high based on
other counties and states.  If the
town was required to conduct a re-
valuation program (and failed to do
so over the last 30 years), they could
have done that and left current prop-
erty tax burden in tact.  The greedi-
ness of squeezing every last dime
from Fanwood homeowners, espe-
cially at time when most of us are
not able to earn our full potential
incomes or have been laid off, is
beyond tone-deaf leadership.  It is
also likely we will enter a second
wave of COVID this fall which will
cut even deeper into our earnings
and savings.

Mayor Mahr has said “the timing
is unfortunate.”  Make that seri-
ously unfortunate, harmful and de-
moralizing.  You just need to walk
by the Fanwood Train Station on
any work day and see few cars when
there once an overflow.

How can Mayor Mahr justify this
economic blow to the good citizens
of Fanwood?  Why not hold off their
money-grabbing tax increases until
our economy and jobs stabilize?
Why does the political leadership in
Fanwood want to drive us out of our
beloved homes?  We cannot afford
these increases, especially in a re-
cession with high unemployment.

The homeowners of Fanwood can-
not be the township’s personal ATM
machine.  We have our own mort-
gages and expenses to pay.  Also,

putting us over the $10,000 prop-
erty tax threshold will make it im-
possible to create a diverse commu-
nity with affordable housing op-
tions.

Finally, why are Mayor Mahr’s
quarterly taxes going down $1,000
a quarter when the great majority of
Fanwood homes are going up?  See
chart here https://
wipp.edmundsassoc.com/Wipp/
?wippid=2005#taxPage1491

Since 2006, Fanwood property
taxes have nearly doubled.  Our
home property taxes were $7,100
when we moved to Helen Street in
September 2006.  Now they are
$10,300. With the revaluation pro-
gram, we will be over $13,000.  In
15 years, our property taxes have
doubled?  That is not the rate of
inflation or consumer price index.
That an unchecked, reckless gov-
ernment and school board.  We used
to say “Home is where the heart is.”
Well, now “Home is where the hurt
is.”

If you disagree with your new
assessed value, I urge you to submit
an appeal to Union County.  The
Appeal Deadline is July 1, 2020 up
until midnight or must be received
by their office by no later than 4 pm.
Appeals postmarked on or before
July 1 but not received until after
July 1 will be rejected.

To begin the appeal process, visit
https://ucnj.org/taxation-board/  and
select “File A Tax Appeal Online.”
Send a message to Mayor Mahr that
we are sick and tired of paying high
property taxes and to find other
ways to raise money via spending
sacrifices and shared services.

Don’t let the Borough of Fanwood
take anymore of your hard earned
money.  It belongs to you, your
children and your future, not their
pockets.

Fight for your beloved home. Say
no to higher property taxes. Appeal
your revaluation by July 1st. Call
Mayor Colleen Mahr at (908) 322-
8236, ext. 124 or
mayor@fanwoodnj.org and tell her
to stop raising taxes and start find-
ing savings in her bloated budget.

Carolyn Brink
Fanwood

School Should be
Named After
Paul Robeson

One of Westfield's iconic resi-
dents was Paul Robeson. He was a
leading advocate for human rights
for minorities when it was not a
popular cause.  Westfield has hon-
ored him with a plaque at a small
park and by a street corner named
the Paul Robeson Corner. Mr.
Robeson had his flaws, but at this
point in time, shouldn't the Board of
Education consider naming a school
after this towering individual who
actually attended school in
Westfield?

Keith Firestone
Westfield

Brightwood Park Valued
By Westfield Resident

Westfield is considering making
changes to Brightwood Park. There
is a constituency that wants to add
paths for trail bikes, having failed to
get them approved at other area
parks. Some feel that the Park is
currently “underutilized”. The num-
ber of people using a park is not the
only measure of its success. A better
metric might be, “How does the
park contribute to the surrounding
community?”

I value Brightwood Park for its
extensive natural habitat. It is unique
in offering the ability to take a quiet
walk, maybe crossing paths with
birds and other wildlife, sharing the
experience with joggers and fami-
lies with dogs and strollers. It offers
a chance to escape the noise of the
city – cars and lawn mowers and
leaf blowers – and imagine how
Westfield looked and sounded 50
years ago.

Several decades ago, I joined
some people doing trail mainte-
nance in the Watchung Reserva-
tion. Much of the damage to the
trails, and to the eroding slopes
beside the trails, was from riders
who couldn’t resist leaving the trails
for the thrill of charging down a
steep slope. I have no doubt that
most of the trail bikers were re-
sponsible actors, staying on the
trails as requested. But the minor-
ity who misbehaved were causing
outsized damage. There was no ob-
vious way to limit trail cycling to
those willing to behave. It was
easier to ban trail bikes altogether.
They did. I don’t believe it is pos-
sible for bikes and walkers to share
the same paths without destroying
the tranquility that is unique to
Brightwood. Dogs and strollers and
slow-moving walkers are not com-
patible with fast-moving bikes. Just
this week, a few minutes after I had

watched a deer go by, I encoun-
tered my first trail bike in the Park.
I heard the bike crunching down
the gravel path 50 feet behind me.
I thought it might have been a main-
tenance vehicle of some sort. It
was the loudest sound I have heard
while walking through the park.
Not motorcycle loud, but still ob-
trusive. If bike paths are installed
where there are no walking paths,
this must displace and disturb habi-
tat that is currently home to the
wildlife in the Park.

There isn’t much undisturbed
habitat left in Westfield, and as it is
removed, the wildlife that used to
live there will be forced out. For
many of us living near the park, the
plant and animal diversity it sup-
ports is of value, even if we never
set foot in the park. Proximity to
this quiet space may have been a
factor in choosing to live in
Westfield. Not all parks have to be
all things to all people. We have
parks with playgrounds, parks with
playing fields, parks with restrooms,
parks with barbecue grills, parks
with easy access to snacks. That
Brightwood lacks these “amenities”
is not a problem, it is a feature. If
you have an opinion on this, par-
ticularly if you already use the park,
contact your Westfield council
members at westfieldnj.gov.

John P. Linderman
Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Sponsion – A formal promise or

pledge
2. Sanguigenous – Producing blood
3. Periople – The outside, smooth,

horny part of the hoof of a horse
4. Leister – A three-pronged, barbed

spear for taking fish

LOCUSTA
1. A private place where conversation

is permitted
2. A small spike or elongated cluster of

flowers in grasses
3. The order of large winged insects

related to grasshoppers and crickets
4. A poisonous liquid alkaloid resem-

bling nicotine
THYLACITIS

1. Degenerative disorder caused by
calcium deficiency

2. Inflammation of the oil glands of the
skin

3. Inflammation of the Adam’s Apple;
goiter

4. An alkaline imbalance
PERRON

1. A court entirely round a temple,
surrounded by a wall

2. An outside staircase
3. One who receives anything, as rent

or profits of an estate
4. The European falcon

LIBANT
1. Capable of being poured; in a liquid

state
2. Lighthearted; cheerful
3. Balanced; stable
4. Tasting or touching delicately

We Owe It to Our Children to
Preserve Historic Homes

There are local ordinances that
are cause for legitimate concern.
There are others for which misinfor-
mation feeds unwarranted fear.  As a
former Westfield Town Councilman,
I have had experience with both.
The recently proposed amendment
to the Westfield Historic Preserva-
tion Ordinance is of the latter kind.

The New Jersey State Municipal
Land Use Law does not permit the
owner of a property that has been
designated an historic site to consent
to, or to veto, such a designation.
Critics of the proposed amendment
to the Westfield Ordinance complain
that it will eliminate the consent of
an affected homeowner before des-
ignating a property as “historic.”  In
fact, controlling New Jersey state
law already prohibits such consent.
The amendment will simply con-
form our Ordinance with that law.

It has been suggested that the
Brindle Administration seeks to em-
power an unelected body to tell resi-
dents whether their homes are his-
toric landmarks.  In fact, the Historic
Preservation Commission has always
been comprised of unelected mem-
bers, as required by the controlling
state MLUL.  Neither Mayor Brindle
nor any future Mayor may designate
a home or a district for historic pres-
ervation.  Instead, the town’s Master
Plan is the document from which
designation nominations are pre-
sented to the Planning Board and the
Town Council for approval.  More-
over, the amendment permits 20 per-
cent of the residents of any district to
object to a change that would desig-
nate it as “historic.”  Overriding such
an objection would require a
supermajority vote of the Town
Council.

Both the current and amended or-
dinance provide that, in establishing

a survey of historic landmarks, the
commission “shall be guided by the
National Register of Historic Places
Criteria Eligibility.” The “Criteria
for Designation” in the local ordi-
nance faithfully tracks that federal
regulation.

The amended ordinance will be
perfectly constitutional.  It will also
slow the rate at which we currently
lose our historic landmarks.  Since
the year 2000, between 900 and 1,000
homes have been razed and replaced
with new construction. This includes
53 homes that were identified as
potential historic properties or were
located within potential historic dis-
tricts.

Studies have consistently shown
that historic homes, and homes within
historic districts, maintain their val-
ues better than those without such
designations and, in fact, increase in
value at a greater rate.  Yet, this is not
the main reason why we should scru-
pulously fulfill our collective respon-
sibility as stewards of Westfield’s
heritage.  There are homes and struc-
tures in Westfield that date to the
1740s.  There is a farmhouse on
Central Avenue that was built when
George Washington was 25 years
old.  There are sites where signifi-
cant events in our colonial history
occurred.  We owe it to our children
and to posterity to preserve land-
marks that are associated with sig-
nificant contributions to our history,
that are linked to the lives of impor-
tant historical figures, or that help us
to understand our history.  The pro-
posed amendment to the Historic
Preservation Ordinance will accom-
plish these worthy goals in ways that
the current version of the Code has
often failed us.

Carl A. Salisbury
Westfield

We Still Have Great Cause to
Celebrate Independence Day

Our nation’s 244th birth-
day will take place this Sat-
urday, minus, of course, many
of the grand displays tradi-
tionally associated with the
Fourth of July. Yet amid the
unprecedented challenges
that continue to confront us,
we can still celebrate the pre-
cious gift of freedom won for
us by our forebears, as well
as our own resiliency as a
people from our country’s
earliest days.

This resiliency is a legacy
passed down by the early
American colonists whose
thirst for liberty galvanized
them to take on the British
Empire. It is a legacy re-
flected by our defenders of
freedom, both on foreign
battlefields and the home
front, across every genera-
tion since. It is a legacy car-
ried forth by the abolition-
ists, the suffragists, and the
civil rights marchers, right
up to the present day. It is a
legacy that we, in turn, must
pass down to our children,
the guardians of America’s
future.

The ideals forged by our
earliest patriots nearly two
and a half centuries ago, and
immortalized in the Declara-
tion of Independence, not
only shaped the course of our
own union but ultimately that
of the entire world. Through
the service and sacrifice of
our military men and women,
we have defeated tyranny in
its many forms around the
globe and liberated the op-
pressed, preserving the lives
not only of those rescued but
of their countless descen-
dants who may otherwise
never have been born. All of
us who enjoy freedom today
owe an incalculable debt to
those who took up — and
sometimes gave up their lives
for — its cause.

Our country has always rep-
resented a beacon of hope for
peoples everywhere yearning
to live free, yet we remain on

a journey as a nation our-
selves.  We continue to
wrestle with how best to
achieve equality for all mem-
bers of our society, to better
understand one another, and
to foster the unity that is our
greatest strength. It is a jour-
ney we have been on since
the dawn of our republic,
marked by trials and tribula-
tions along with triumphs,
but each chapter of our his-
tory has seen us emerge ever
stronger as Americans. We

believe the same will prove
true in the years ahead.

Yes, even with the skies
less glittery this Indepen-
dence Day weekend, we still
have a right to feel festive —
and grateful as well. Our
country has survived and
thrived in the wake of every
adversity, constantly evolv-
ing toward that goal of creat-
ing, as so eloquently stated
in The Preamble to our Con-
stitution, a “more perfect
Union.”

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

All The News

www.goleader.com

REPORTERS  WANTED
We are seeking detail-oriented,
self-starting, disciplined jour-
nalists and communicators
with integrity; who have a pas-
sion for reporting the facts. An
individual who takes owner-
ship of their news stories/beat
and can work collaboratively
with other reporters and edi-
tors. Report, write, capture vi-
sual content, edit and produce
stories for multiple platforms
on deadline. Experience in
using social media for news
gathering and promotion a
plus. Please email resume and
clips to: press@goleader.com

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding

Your Business?

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
Visit Us - 251 North Ave. West
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail - The Westfield Leader/Times

PO Box 250, Westfield 07091

Email Photos in color
Email Ads as pdf files in color

For more information, see
www.goleader.com//help

Letters to Editor Deadline
Monday 9 AM for the coming Thurs.
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
1044 Route 22 W.  Ste. 2  Mountainside, NJ  07092   (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX1708136

Give your home 
the protection  
it deserves.

Your home is where you make 
some of your best memories, 
and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Celebrating Our 30th Year!

TO BUY OR SELL,

USE LEADER/TIMES

CLASSIFIED ADS

Mayor Smith Thanks
Residents, Offers Updates

I want to begin by thanking the
residents of Scotch Plains for suc-
cessfully working to defeat the
coronavirus. For the past month
we’ve averaged less than one new
case per day. Our total positive cases
as of this writing is 289, with 170
cleared. Sadly, we have had 15
deaths. But we need to keep prac-
ticing proper social distancing,
wearing a mask when appropriate,
and generally maintaining good
health habits. No second spikes al-
lowed!

With the virus on the run, let’s
support and enjoy our local busi-
nesses now that they have reopened
with restrictions. On Wednesday,
Council members and our munici-
pal staff visited many of our local
businesses to celebrate their
reopenings. We provided them with
masks donated to the town by the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

Please keep in mind my 4B’s when
supporting our local businesses:

- Be Confident that you can safely
visit our local businesses - they are
following the rules
- Be Safe and use social distancing,
masks etc. to prevent the spread of
the virus

- Be Generous and tip those serv-
ers and other employees who are
just returning to work

- Be Courteous because not ev-
erything is going to be like it was
before. Give businesses a beak if
they’re operating in a new and unfa-
miliar way and it’s not what you
expect

Meanwhile, the Truth, Racial
Healing, Transformation (THRT)
Joint Committee continues its lis-
tening tour.  Councilman White and
I as the council’s representatives to
THRT participated in the session
this past Wednesday, the topic be-
ing Policing in Our Community.
Chief Conley and Chief Trigo lis-
tened to two SPFHS alumni,
Tayonna Lee and Tierra Buissereth,
describe their concerns and the con-

cerns of others regarding the Black
community’s interaction with the
police. If you have not already, I
encourage you to view the video of
the meeting at: https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / p g /
ScotchPlainsTwp/posts/ .  You will
need to scroll down to find the post.

The committee will continue its
listening series throughout the sum-
mer and present its findings and
recommendations in the fall.

The SPFHS Class of 2020 de-
serves another round of congratula-
tions, especially for graduating dur-
ing this uniquely difficult year. It
was my honor to deliver the “Com-
mencement” speech to them in the
virtual graduation video and con-
gratulate each student in his or her
car as they picked up their senior
gift at the high school. Go Raid-
ers!!!

Finally, way back at the begin-
ning of the pandemic, the FSP Ro-
tary Club created a Resource Cen-
tral operation at the request of the
town. The purpose of the Resource
Central is to match those in need
due to the pandemic with available
resources. In addition to the count-
less cases of one-on-one assistance
the Rotary has provided, some of its
more public accomplishments in-
clude helping to restart the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary Church Food
Bank, which is now serving over
100 families per month, making
thousands of reusable face masks,
and donating over $9,000 to Over-
look Hospital for PPE from its
GoFundMe project. In recognition
of its community service, the FSP
Rotary Club has been recognized
by the Regional Rotary District with
the Care and Share Award. On be-
half of the Council, I want to say
thank you to everyone involved,
you truly are the Greatest Rotary
Club in the universe. Proud to be a
member.

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 20-07

ORDINANCE OF THE BOR-
OUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, NEW
JERSEY, REQUIRING THE
LICENSING AND REGISTRA-
TION OF LANDSCAPERS
WITHIN THE BOROUGH

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of
the Borough of Garwood to create an ordi-
nance to regulate commercial lawn main-
tenance businesses operating within the
boundaries of the Borough; and

WHEREAS, the Borough finds it neces-
sary to require registration of commercial
landscapers so as to ensure such busi-
nesses are complying with applicable law;
and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish
such law to ensure that commercial land-
scapers operate at appropriate times dur-
ing the day; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has an obliga-
tion to take such action to preserve the
health, safety, and welfare of its residents,
businesses and the general public.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey
that:

Section 1. Chapter 71, “Businesses and
Occupations,” of the Code of the Borough
of Garwood is hereby amended to add a
new Article, Article II, “Landscaping and
Lawn Maintenance”, as follows:

Article II. LANDSCAPING AND LAWN
MAINTENANCE.

§71-13 License Required; Exemp-
tions.

 a. No person shall engage in or carry
on the commercial business of furnishing
or providing landscaping, lawn mainte-
nance or similar services within the Bor-
ough without first having obtained from the
Borough a license for that purpose. This
shall apply only to a commercial entity.

b. Exemptions.
1. Any individual providing such ser-

vices on a casual or part-time basis, if such
a person is under twenty-two (22) years of
age or if this person does not utilize a
motor vehicle to transport equipment used
in furnishing such services.

2. Any individual or business entity
that has obtained a Home Improvement
Contractors Registration Certificate from
the State of New Jersey. If the individual or
business entity is claiming this exemption,
the party must submit a copy of their Home
Improvement Contractors Registration
Certificate to the Borough Clerk’s Office.

§ 71-14 Application; Fee; Term; Re-
newal.

a. All applications for landscaping li-
censes shall be in writing on all forms
furnished by the Borough, signed by the
applicant or the authorized agent of the
applicant and presented to the Borough
Clerk. The application shall state:

1. The name of the landscaper.
2. The correct legal name under

which the business is being operated.
3. The address and contact informa-

tion of the landscaper.

4. The make, year and commercial
license plate of each vehicle to be licensed.

5. The applicant must submit proof of
general liability insurance coverage in the
amount of at least $2,000,000 general
aggregate/$1,000,000 each occurrence;
personal injury liability of $1,000,000 each
occurrence; and motor vehicle liability in-
surance in the minimum amount generally
required by applicable state statutes and
workers’ compensation insurance in the
form of a current, original certificate of
insurance or policy declaration page show-
ing that the applicant has obtained and
possess each such form of insurance from
a duly licensed commercial insurance com-
pany.

6. Such other pertinent information
as may be necessary for an investigation
of the applicant.

b. All applications for licenses re-
ceived by the Borough Clerk shall after
appropriate investigation be either ap-
proved or denied by the Borough Clerk.
Thereafter, if the application is approved,
the Borough Clerk shall issue the license
upon payment of the license fee as herein-
after provided.

c. The annual fee for such license
shall be thirty ($30.00) dollars. The license,
when issued, shall be signed by the Bor-
ough Clerk, and such license or a copy of
same shall be in each vehicle while in use
in the operation of such business. The
license shall continue in force and effect
only for the calendar year in which it is
issued. Upon expiration of the license ini-
tially issued by the Borough Clerk, the
license may be renewed by the Borough
Clerk upon the filing of a renewal applica-
tion and payment of the renewal fee of
thirty ($30.00) dollars.

§ 71-15 Hours of Operation.
Licensees hereunder shall be permitted

to furnish gardening, landscaping, lawn
maintenance, tree or shrubbery care or
similar services within the Borough only
during the following hours:

a. Monday through Friday from 7:00
a.m. prevailing time until dusk.

b. Saturday from 8:00 a.m. prevailing
time until dusk.

c. Sundays and holidays from 9 a.m.
prevailing time until dusk.

§ 71-16  Disposal of Leaves and Brush
Landscapers shall be prohibited from

placing along any of the public streets,
highways, parks or other public place in
the township or along any curb for garbage
collection, any leaves, sticks, branches,
grass clippings, foreign material or con-
struction material. All such materials shall
be removed and properly disposed of by
all landscapers.

§ 71-17  Designation of Enforcement
Authority

It shall be the duty and responsibility of
the Property Maintenance Officer to en-
force the provisions of this Article as herein
provided. In enforcing this Article, Prop-
erty Maintenance Officer shall consult or
seek the advice or assistance of such
other agents of the Borough as necessary
and appropriate to enforce the provisions
of this Article.  Such other individuals shall
cooperate with and aid the Property Main-
tenance Officer in the enforcement of this

Article.
§ 71-18 Relief from Personal Liability
The Property Maintenance Officer and

any agent or employee of the Borough
working under the supervision of the Prop-
erty Maintenance Officer who acts in good
faith and without malice in the discharge of
duties of enforcement of this Article is
relieved of all personal liability for any
damage that may accrue to persons or
property as a result of such acts or alleged
failure to act. Further, the Property Mainte-
nance Officer shall not be held liable for
any costs in any action, suit or proceeding
that may be instituted by the Property
Maintenance Officer in the enforcement of
this Article.

§ 71-19 Violations and Penalties; Is-
suance of Notices and Orders

Any person or persons who shall violate
or fail to comply with any of the provisions
of this section, upon conviction thereof,
shall be punished by a fine of one hundred
($100.00) dollars for the first offense, five
hundred ($500.00) dollars for the second
offense and one thousand ($1,000.00) dol-
lars for the third offense and/or the revoca-
tion of the permit to further operate within
the Borough.

The Property Maintenance Officer or
any other agent or employee of the Bor-
ough working with or at the direction of the
Property Maintenance Officer shall issue
all necessary notices, orders and sum-
mons to enforce the provisions of this
Article and remedy any violations of it.

Section 2. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with
any part of this Ordinance are hereby
repealed to the extent that they are in
conflict or inconsistent.

Section 3. If any section, provision, or
part of provision of this Ordinance shall be
held to be unenforceable or invalid by any
court, such holding shall not affect the
validity of this Ordinance, or any part
thereof, other than the part so held unen-
forceable or invalid.

Section 4. A copy of this Ordinance
shall be available for public inspection at
the office of the Borough Clerk during
regular business hours for the required
statutory period.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take
effect in accordance with all applicable
laws.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 20-07 was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the 25th DAY OF JUNE, 2020, and that
Ordinance No. 20-07, will be taken up for
further consideration for final passage at
the meeting of said Borough Council to be
held at its meeting held VIA PHONE CON-
FERENCE, on the 9th DAY OF JULY,
2020, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $188.70

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

I Say to Mayor Brindle:
Hands Off Our Homes

I read with interest Jacqueline
Brevard’s recent letter in support
of the Brindle Administration’s dra-
conian new historic preservation
ordinance.  In the 35 years that she
has lived in Westfield, has Ms.
Brevard ever voluntarily desig-
nated her 1902 house as historic?
Apparently not.  Lucky for her, the
Town will now be able to do it for
her, and for all of us.

It is curious that Westfield’s
Mayor and Council, together with
the Mayor’s political appointees
on the Historic Preservation Com-
mission, profess such a desire to
preserve older homes.  Not a single
one of them has voluntarily desig-
nated their own house, notwith-
standing the long-existing process
for doing so.  But they are now
more than happy to give themselves
the power to historically (hysteri-
cally?) designate my house or
yours.

Like Ms. Brevard, I too am an
attorney, as is JoAnn Neylan, who
authored a recent article in opposi-
tion to the new ordinance.  Unlike
Ms. Brevard, Ms. Neylan and I
served a total of 24 years on
Westfield’s Town Council.  I also
previously served on the Historic
Preservation Commission.  So we
know how these things work, thank
you.  Unlike Mayor Brindle, how-
ever, we refused to disrespect resi-
dents’ private property rights.

As a fellow lawyer, I am some-
times prone like Ms. Brevard to
support my arguments with obfus-
cation and emphasis on certain facts
to distract from uncomfortable

Postpone the Historical Preservation
Ordinance Vote to a Later Date

truths.  As they relate to the pro-
posed new ordinance, these truths
are as follows:

First, Town approval will now
be required to demolish/replace any
home built before 1930, so that the
Town can block a homeowner’s
sale of their house to the highest
bidder if that buyer is a builder,
potentially costing residents hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in
lost sale proceeds.

Second, the Town will now have
the power to designate a house as
historic without the owner’s con-
sent, so that no exterior changes
can be made without Town ap-
proval; this power does not exist
under the current ordinance or un-
der the state’s historic preserva-
tion law, and is not required by
state law.

And finally, the Town will have
the power to designate entire neigh-
borhoods as historic without con-
sent, so that the exterior restric-
tions apply to all homes in the dis-
trict, whether new or old.  If 20%
or more of the homeowners object,
it will take only 6 out of 9 votes on
the Town Council to overrule them.
If Councilman Mark LoGrippo re-
mains the lone voice of reason,
then we can already count 8 out of
9 votes every time.

The critical question here is
whether local politicians should be
able to dictate to residents what
they can and cannot do with their
deemed “historic” homes, and to
limit who they can sell them to.  I
say no, and so I say to Mayor
Brindle:  hands off our homes.

Sam Della Fera, Jr., Esq.
Westfield

I am all for Historic preservation.
Westfield has a Historic Preserva-
tion Commission, a Historical Soci-
ety, a Planning Board and an Ad-
justments board. With all these
boards in place, why has the town
allowed tear down of “historic
homes”? Isn’t the purpose of these
boards to maintain the “Colonial”
in Colonial Westfield?  So my ques-
tion is, why does the state need to
get involved? Why aren’t we ad-
dressing this better as a town? To
my understanding, there are only 47
out of 565 municipalities that tie
their historic preservation with the
state – Summit and Cranford not
being part of them. Some might say
it’s for the money, the grant money,
which you have to apply for. So
another question, where would this
grant money, if we got it, go? To the
homeowners who own homes prior
to 1920 and need to work around all
the rules and regulations of the state
to make improvements to their
home?  Or does this grant money go
to town buildings/structures? If the
latter is the reason, then keep in
mind that bonds are set up for this
purpose.

My husband and I live in a 1901
home here in town. Through all our
renovations we have maintained the

integrity of its historic nature right
down to keeping all the original win-
dows. We have been asked to put our
home on the town registry but have
declined so that WE can make the
decisions surrounding OUR home and
that future owners will also have the
freedom to make improvements within
the town parameters. I don’t like the
idea that the town can designate my
home historic WITHOUT my ap-
proval.  To me it has the same tactic
applied to an “Eminent Domain” sce-
nario.

As was stated by the Westfield
Leader’s opinion – “this is a slippery
slope.” Personally, I do not want the
state involved in our town’s decision-
making process. This decision affects
Democrats, Republicans and Inde-
pendents alike. This is a very impor-
tant decision for the town and it should
be done when ALL constituents can
have their voices heard and not now
during Covid-19 restrictions.  Please
contact your council members and
Planning Board members to vote to
postpone this ordinance discussion
until we as a town can come together
in our beautiful Town Hall and be
heard in person.  Thank you.

Liz Loland
Westfield

Blue Line Should Be Painted to
Support Police, First Responders

Last week I went to Town Hall to
see Mayor Brindle to ask that she
lead and support a movement from
her office to paint a Blue Line in
support of the Westfield Police De-
partment and all Westfield First Re-
sponders. She was not in, but I did
talk with James Gildea, the Town
Administrator. I explained that there
are many in Westfield that support
this movement in light of the in-
credible work and tireless dedica-
tion the Westfield Police Depart-
ment has shown during these ex-
traordinary times.

Mayor Brindle currently heads
the Westfield 300 Steering Com-
mittee, which is an initiative to cel-
ebrate the Town’s 300th anniver-
sary. I stand on firm ground when I
say the people of Westfield have
never in our 300-year history been
in harm’s way more than they are at
this very point in time. Why? Today
more cities than we’d all like to
admit are literally burning with an-
archists taking over local segments.
On top of this there are countless
rallies to defund police departments,
never mind the attacks police pre-
cincts and these officers are under.
What should be alarming to all of us
is that these anarchists have said
that they are coming next to the

suburbs.  While we have had peace-
ful rallies in Westfield thus far, just
this past weekend we had protesters
downtown chanting ‘no justice no
peace…’. Again, peaceful, but if
some tragic events or unlawful as-
semblies should arise in Westfield,
as just took place in Beverly Hills
(“Eat the rich….Abolish capitalism
now!”) we will be relying on our
police department more than ever
to keep us safe and secure.

In summary, the Westfield Police
Departments unwavering service to
our town has never been more impor-
tant, more critical, more needed than
NOW.  So, let’s show our support and
continued respect for them with this
Blue Line under the directive of Mayor
Brindle.  Her guidance for this will be
in stark contrast to NYC’s Mayor
DeBlasio who does not, unfortunately,
have ‘the NYPDs back’.

I will be following up with her
ask to make this so, but in the mean-
time, I ask for your support for this,
but more importantly your contin-
ued support and heartfelt respect
for the Westfield Police Department
and all our First Responders.

Frank Arena
Westfield

Town Councilman 2008-2019

Westfield Deserve Congratulations For
Protecting Architectural Inheritance
John Henry Frazee, noted Westfield

town historian, lived in our 1850 house
from 1927 until his death in 1972.  He
had seen developers destroy a his-
toric house of great architectural im-
portance just across the street from
his house in what is now Frazee Court.
He would have been dismayed to
know that upon his death, his son
Noah would sell his house to a devel-
oper who divided the property into
two building lots with the intention of
building a house on what was John
Henry’s front lawn. To provide the
necessary distance between the
houses, he then planned to tear down
John Henry’s magnificent front porch.

We are confident that Mr. Frazee
would have been happy to know that

a young couple, Carol and Frank
Nolde, with two small children and
just enough money to buy the house
and the front lawn, now a separate
building lot, would spend the next
forty-six years restoring his 1850
house.  He would be doubly grateful
as are we that the Westfield Historic
Preservation Commission and the
town of Westfield have designated
our home as a Westfield historic house.

The Westfield Historic Preserva-
tion Commission and the town of
Westfield deserve congratulations for
recognizing the importance of pro-
tecting our architectural inheritance.

Carol and Frank Nolde
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF AWARD OF CONTRACT

FOR THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

CONTRACTOR: Axon Enterprise, PO
Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix,
Arizona 85038

NATURE OF SERVICES: Year 2 costs
of the purchase of Body Worn Cameras for
the Westfield Police Department under
New Jersey State Contract # T0106

DURATION: Term ending December
31, 2020

AMOUNT: $67,908.00 charged to Mu-
nicipal Law Enforcement Trust Account T-
05-600-021, under Purchase Order 20-
01969

THE RESOLUTION AND CONTRACT
FOR SAME ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE
OF THE TOWN CLERK.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2173

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
AS IT RELATES TO THE
STORAGE AND DELIVERY
OF PREMANUFACTURED
(MODULAR) HOMES AND
BUILDING COMPONENTS

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
June 30, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2174

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISH-
ING THE WESTFIELD MEN-
TAL HEALTH COUNCIL FOR
THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
June 30, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF DECISION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT that the
Borough of Mountainside Planning Board
adopted a Memorializing Resolution on
the following application at its regular meet-
ing on June 23, 2020:

Approved with conditions: Bulk Vari-
ances for demo/rebuild of existing home

Owner: Inna Petrusenko & Nicholas
Caruso

Location: 1125 Corrine Terrace,
Mountainside (Block 5.20, L 18)

A copy of the Resolution and related
documents are on file and available for
public inspection upon request in the Of-
fice of the Borough Clerk.

By Order of the Planning Board
Nancy Probst,

Acting Board Clerk
1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

Letters to the Editor
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 20-08

ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION, NEW JERSEY, IMPLEMENTING AR-
TICLE IX OF THE BOROUGH OF GARWOOD’S HEALTH CODE EN-
TITLED, “GREASE TRAPS”

WHEREAS, in an effort to prevent blockages, obstructions, and backups in the sanitary
sewer system of the Borough of Garwood (the “Borough”), the Borough wishes to create
a new Borough Ordinance to provide for and address this issue as well as related issues
with the Borough’s sanitary sewer system.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough of
Garwood, County of Union, New Jersey that:

Section 1. Article IX, “Grease Traps,” of Chapter 99, “Health and Sanitation,” of the
Borough of Garwood is hereby established as follows:

§ 99-51 Purpose.
The purpose of this section is to control discharges into the public sewerage collection

system and wastewater treatment plants that interfere with the operations of the system,
cause blockage and plugging of pipelines, interfere with normal operation of pumps and
their controls, and contribute waste of a strength or form that either causes treatment
difficulties or is beyond the treatment capability of wastewater treatment facilities.

§ 99-52 Definitions.
“Grease” shall mean material composed primarily of fats, oil and grease (FOG) from

animal or vegetable sources. The terms fats, oil, and grease shall be deemed as grease,
by definition. Grease does not include petroleum-based products.

“Grease trap” shall mean a device for separating and retaining waterborne greases and
grease complexes prior to the wastewater exiting the trap and entering the sanitary sewer
collection and treatment system. These devices also serve to collect settable solids,
generated by and from food preparation activities, prior to the water exiting the trap and
entering the sanitary sewer collection and treatment system.

“Food service facilities” shall mean those establishments primarily engaged in activities
of preparing, serving, or otherwise making available for consumption foodstuffs and that
use one or more of the following preparation activities: cooking by frying (all methods),
baking (all methods), grilling, sautéing, rotisserie cooking, broiling (all methods), boiling,
blanching, roasting, toasting, or poaching. Also included are infrared heating, searing,
barbecuing, and any other food preparation activity that produces a hot, non-drinkable
food product in or on a receptacle that requires washing. These facilities include
restaurants, cafeterias, hotels, motels, hospitals, nursing homes, schools, grocery stores,
prisons, jails, churches, camps, caterers, manufacturing plants, or any other sewer users
as determined by the plumbing sub-code official who discharge applicable waste.
Exempted herefrom are self-contained single-family living units.

“User” shall mean any person or establishment including those located outside the
jurisdictional limits of the Borough who or which contributes, causes, or permits the
contribution or discharge of wastewater into the Borough’s wastewater collection or
treatment system, including persons who contribute such wastewater from mobile
sources, such as those who discharge hauled wastewater.

“Oil/water separator” shall mean an approved and industry standard system that is
specifically designed and manufactured to separate oil from water. The system shall allow
the oil to be collected and removed on a regular basis as to prevent it from being
discharged into the wastewater collection system. Only oil/water separators manufac-
tured for that specific operation will be approved. Adequate support literature from the
manufacturer will be required so as to allow a proper review by the Borough and any
individual so authorized by the Borough.

“Sanitary Sewer” shall mean and refer to the sanitary system of the Borough of Garwood
and the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.

§ 99-53 General Criteria.
A. Installation Requirements: All existing, proposed, or newly remodeled food

service facilities inside the Borough of Garwood shall be required to install, at the user’s
expense, an approved, properly operated and maintained grease trap, capable of
preventing accumulation of grease in the sanitary sewer system of the Borough of
Garwood.

1. Such above captioned establishments who do not possess a proper grease trap
in accordance with the provisions of this Chapter shall have such grease trap installed
within ninety (90) days of the effective date of the enabling Ordinance. Upon the expiration
of the ninetieth (90th) day following the effective date of the enabling ordinance an
establishment not possessing a proper grease trap in accordance with this Chapter shall
be deemed in violation and shall be subject to fines pursuant to Section 99-57 of this
Chapter.

B. Sanitary Sewer Flows: Sanitary sewer flows from toilets, urinals, lavatories, etc.
shall not be discharged into the grease trap. These flows shall be conveyed separately
to the sanitary sewer service lateral.

C. Floor Drains: Only floor drains which discharge or have the potential to discharge

grease shall be connected to a grease trap.
D. Garbage Grinder/Disposers: It is recommended that solid food waste products be

disposed of through normal solid waste/garbage disposal means. If a grinder/disposal is
used it must be connected to the grease trap. The use of grinders is discouraged since
it decreases the operational capacity of the grease trap and will require an increased
pumping frequency to ensure continuous and effective operation.

E. Dishwashers: Commercial dishwashers must be connected to the grease trap.
Dishwashers discharge soap and hot water which can melt grease and allow it to pass
through an undersized grease trap. Traps must be sized accordingly to allow enough
detention time to allow water to cool and grease to solidify and float to the top of the trap.

F. Locations: Grease traps shall be installed upstream from the sanitary sewer
service lateral connection. This will allow easy access for inspection, cleaning, and
removal of the intercepted grease at any time.

G. Pass Through Limits: No user shall allow wastewater discharge concentration
from grease trap to exceed 100 MgPL (milligrams per liter) as identified by EPA method
1664A.

§ 99-54 Design Criteria.
A. Construction: Grease traps/interceptors shall meet the specifications of Chapter

6 of the current National Standard Plumbing code/N.J.A.C. 5:23-3.15. All grease removal
devices or technologies shall be subject to the written approval of the Construction Code
Official, their designee(s), or any other official as directed by the Borough. Such approval
shall be based on demonstrated removal efficiencies of the proposed technology.

B. Access: Access to grease traps shall be available at all times requested by the
Construction Code Official, their designee(s), or any other official as directed by the
Borough, to allow for maintenance and inspection.

C. Load-Bearing Capacity: In areas where additional weight loads may exist, the
grease trap shall be designed to have adequate load-bearing capacity. (For example:
vehicular traffic in driving or parking areas).

§ 99-55 Grease Trap Maintenance.
A. Cleaning/Pumping: The user, at the user’s expense, shall maintain all grease

traps to assure proper operation and efficiency. Maintenance of grease trap shall include
the complete removal of all contents, including floating materials, wastewater, and bottom
sludge and solids. This work shall be performed by a qualified and licensed hauler.
Decanting or discharging of removed waste back into the trap from which it was removed
or any other grease trap, for the purpose of reducing the volume to be disposed, is
prohibited. This service shall also include a thorough inspection of the trap and its
components. Any needed repairs shall be noted. Repairs shall be made at user’s
expense.

B. Cleaning/Pumping Frequency: The grease trap must be pumped out completely
a minimum of once every four (4) months, or more frequently, as determined by the
Borough, through the Health Officer, or their designee(s), or any other official as directed
by the Borough, as needed to prevent carry over of grease into the sanitary sewer system.

C. Disposal: All waste removed from each grease trap must be disposed of at a
facility approved to receive such waste in accordance with the provisions of this program.
In no way, shall the materials pumped from the grease trap be returned to any private or
public portion of the Borough of Garwood’s sanitary sewer collection system. All materials
pumped from grease traps must be tracked by a manifest, which confirms pumping,
hauling, and disposal of waste. The customer must obtain and retain a copy of the original
manifest from the hauler.

D. Maintenance Log/Records: A grease trap cleaning/maintenance log indicating
each pumping for the previous twenty-four (24) months shall be maintained by each food
service facility. This log shall include the information contained in Subsection E and shall
be kept on-location for inspection. Said log shall be made available to the Health Officer,
or Superintendent of Public Works, or Municipal Engineer or their designee(s), or such
other person as designated by the Borough, upon request.

E. The maintenance records shall include the following information:
(1) Facility name, address, contact person, and telephone number.
(2) Company name, address, telephone number, and contact name of person

responsible for performing the maintenance, cleaning, pumping, or repair of grease trap.
(3) Types of maintenance performed.
(4) Dates maintenance was performed.
(5) Date of next schedule maintenance.
(6) Copies of manifests.
§ 99-56 Inspections.
A. Generally: In consideration for continued use of its sanitary sewer system, The

Borough of Garwood shall reserve the right to periodically conduct routine inspections of
the grease traps/interceptor(s) of any food service facility during regular business hours.
During such inspections, the Borough of Garwood shall have the right to inspect (i) any
food preparation areas (ii) any records maintained pursuant to this section (iii) all grease
traps/interceptors which shall be opened upon request, and (iv) all wastewater lines from
the establishment to the sanitary sewer system, which may be accomplished by use of
a line camera.

Upon written notification by the Health Officer, or Superintendent of Public Works, or
Municipal Engineer, or their designee(s), or such other person as designated by the
Borough, the user shall be required to perform the maintenance and keep records of said
maintenance within fourteen (14) calendar days. Upon inspection the user may be
required to install, at his expense, additional controls to provide a complete system which
prevents discharges of undesirable materials into the wastewater collection system.

B. Inspection Fees. There is hereby established a fee for re-inspection of any grease
trap found in violation of this Chapter in the amount of $250 for the first offense, $500 for
the second offense, and $1,000 for the third offense. Any time the retail food establish-
ment is found in violation during the re-inspection, there shall be an additional fee of $150.

C. Blockage: Whenever the Borough of Garwood discovers a blockage of the
sanitary sewer system caused by grease, the Borough of Garwood shall have the right
to conduct an inspection of any food service facilities establishment connected to the main
in which said blockage is found, without regard to any prior or recent inspection(s) thereof.

D. Violation Discovered: If during an inspection, the Borough discovers a violation
of this section, the Borough shall notify the owner and/or operator of the eating and
drinking food establishment of the nature of said violation as soon as reasonably possible
and, in its discretion, issue a notice to the owner and/or operator for the correction of said
violation within seven (7) calendar days thereof. If said violation is not corrected within
such time the Borough shall issue a summons in accordance with Section 99-57 of this
Chapter.

§ 99-57 Violations and Penalties.
A. Violations of this subsection are subject to the penalty provisions in Chapter 1,

Section 1-9 of the General Ordinances of the Borough of Garwood.
B. Recovery of Damages: When the discharge from a food service facility causes an

obstruction, damage, or any other impairment to the treatment works, or causes any
expense, fine, penalty, or damage of whatever character or nature to the Borough, the
Health Officer, or the Superintendent of Public Works, or the Municipal Engineer or their
designee(s) or such other person as designated by the Borough, shall invoice the owner
for same incurred by the Borough. The owner and/or operator of the eating and drinking
food establishment shall be subject to additional fees for any borough labor associated
with correcting a blockage, including but not limited to fees for outside contractors,
laborers or any other related expenses.  If the invoice is not paid within 30 days of receipt,
the Administrator of the Borough of Garwood or his or her designee, or such other person
as designated by the Borough, shall notify the Borough Attorney to take such actions as
shall be appropriate to seek reimbursement.

C. Remedies Nonexclusive: The remedies provided for in this subsection are not
mutually exclusive. The Borough and its various designated agents may take any, all, or
any combination of these actions against a noncompliant person.

§ 99-58 Enforcement.
A. Generally: Except as otherwise provided, the Borough of Garwood through its

various designated agents or employees shall have the authority to enforce the terms of
this chapter and to perform all the duties described herein on behalf of the Borough of
Garwood.

B. Related Authorities: Nothing contained herein shall limit the authority of the
Health Officer, or the Superintendent of Public Works, or the Municipal Engineer or their
designee(s), or such other person as designated by the Borough, to enter the premises
of any food service facilities at all reasonable hours for the purpose of inspecting any water
or sewer connection or service equipment, nor limit the authority of the Borough of
Garwood to assess penalties for any discharge of grease into the sanitary sewer system.

Section 2. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with any part
of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in conflict or inconsistent.

Section 3. If any section, provision, or part of provision of this Ordinance shall be held
to be unenforceable or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity of this
Ordinance, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unenforceable or invalid.

Section 4. A copy of this Ordinance shall be available for public inspection at the office
of the Borough Clerk during regular business hours for the required statutory period.

Section 5. This Ordinance shall take effect in accordance with all applicable laws.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance No. 20-08 was introduced and passed on first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the County
of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 25th DAY OF JUNE, 2020, and that Ordinance
No. 20-08, will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting of said
Borough Council to be held at its meeting held VIA PHONE CONFERENCE, on the 9th
DAY OF JULY, 2020, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be heard, at
which time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $349.86

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

"40+ Years Experience"

CIVIL & CRIMINAL Trial Lawyer

Former Asst. Union County Prosecutor

• Divorce • Domestic Violence
• Custody • Child Support
• DWI • Criminal Defense
• School Law • HIB Cases

• Civil Litigation • Business Disputes

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com     richardjkaplow.com

– Obituaries –
Jean Sawyer Kahan, Microbiologist;
Scotch Plains Resident For 40 Years

Jean Kahan passed away on Fri-
day, June 19, of natural causes, in
Marlton, N.J. She is survived by her
husband of 52 years,
Fred; stepson, Dan;
daughter-in-law, Susan,
and two grandsons, and
by her brother, George,
and four nephews.

Jean was born in 1941
and grew up in New
Providence, N.J. She
majored in chemistry at
Bucknell. At a time
when few U.S. firms
would employ a single
young woman, she
sought work abroad at
CIBA in Basel, Switzer-
land, then briefly at Co-
lumbia P&S prior to her
hire in 1966 as a bio-
chemist by the Merck
Research Laboratories
in Rahway, N.J. She joined Merck in
the same week as her future husband.
They met, married and collaborated
during a 27-year career in the dis-
covery and development of antibiot-
ics. She was the principal discoverer
of Thienamycin, the prototype for
the family of carbapenem antibiotics

Jean Sawyer Kahan

used since the mid 80s to combat
antibiotic-resistant bacterial infec-
tions in hospitals. Merck’s product,

PRIMAXIN, is in-
cluded in the World
Health Organization’s
list of essential medi-
cines.

Upon retirement
from her productive
career, Jean succeeded
the founder of the
Sjögren’s Syndrome
Foundation as its Presi-
dent, qualified as a
Master Gardener of
Union County, and for
decades sang with the
Choral Art Society of
New Jersey in
Westfield. Her hobbies
included cultivation of
miniature orchids under
lights and pursuing

birds and butterflies with her hus-
band. She marveled at all creatures
in nature and will be sorely missed.

In these times of need, she would
wish you to direct any tributes in her
memory to the Community FoodBank
of New Jersey.
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Summit Foundation Donates
$15K to Caring Contact

WESTFIELD — The Summit
Foundation has donated $15,000
through a grant to the Westfield-based
crisis listening line Caring Contact.
Julie Keenan, president of the board
of trustees of the Summit Foundation,
presented the grant to Caring Contact
on June 11.

For nearly 50 years, the Summit
Foundation has served the Summit
community by growing and granting
philanthropic resources to address
local needs. During the last 10 years
the Foundation has invested $8.6 mil-
lion through grants, scholarships and
donor-advised distributions.

“The Summit Foundation’s gener-
osity will ensure that Caring Contact
has more trained listeners available to
answer hotline calls,” said Janet
Sarkos, Caring Contact’s executive
director. “We will be able to quickly
and effectively prioritize the needs of
our most fragile callers, increasing
the number of people who benefit
from contacting us, and reducing the
incidence of suicide in Summit and

the surrounding area. We are the first
line of defense against suicide. Car-
ing Contact is truly thankful for this
contribution from the Summit Foun-
dation,” Ms. Sarkos added.

Caring Contact’s goal for 2020 is
to continue building hotline capac-
ity to more effectively meet the in-
creased number of crisis calls com-
ing in on the National Suicide Pre-
vention Lifeline. This is particu-
larly important as the Federal Com-
munications Commission is mov-
ing to implement a three-digit code
(988) for access to the Lifeline in
2021. The entire Lifeline network
of 170-plus centers is focused on
building capacity to meet the antici-
pated increase in calls as a result of
this change.

The Summit Foundation’s grant
provides crucial support for this ef-
fort in North-Central New Jersey.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed, caring and
crisis hotline providing active listen-
ing support and best-in-class educa-
tion to the Central and Northern New
Jersey community. It serves those in
emotional distress and educates com-
munities about the power of per-
sonal connection. Caring Contact is
affiliated with CONTACT USA, the
National Suicide Prevention Life-
line and the American Association of
Suicidology.

Anyone in crisis, or who knows
someone who is, and needs someone
to listen is encouraged to call Caring
Contact at (800) 273-8255. To learn
more, visit caringcontact.org.

Walter J. Driscoll
1940-2020

Walter J .  Driscoll ,  of
Mountainside, N.J., formerly of
Westfield, passed away peacefully
in his sleep on Monday, June 22,
2020. His last day was spent tend-
ing to plants and sitting in the yard
with his wife of 56 years, Susan,
his high school sweetheart, before
laying down in the afternoon for
one last nap. It was a good last day.
He was 79 years old.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1940
to Walter and Agnes Sullivan
Driscoll, Walt grew up in Queens,
N.Y., with brothers Thomas and
Larry, and had many fond memo-
ries of getting into fun — or trouble,
depending on who you asked — at
Pine Lake in the summer. He was a
member of his high school swim
team, and developed a lifelong love
of the water and the beach. He and
Susan met on the handball court
and married in 1963. They moved
to Westfield, N.J., in 1967, where
they became part of a close-knit
community and organized the first
neighborhood block party.

After a typography apprentice-
ship, Walt was quickly appointed
foreman at Primar Printing, where
he worked for many years before
opening his own digital printing
business. He ended his printing and
graphic arts career at Johnson &
Johnson, endearing himself to co-
workers with his perfectly blended
mix of wit and humor. Taking an
early interest in computers, he
taught himself programming lan-
guages and maintained a master
keying locksmith software business
on the side.

Walt enjoyed leaving work on
time so that he could focus on things
that were important to him. He
loved telling jokes good and bad,
although he didn’t agree with that
distinction and appreciated groans

as much as laughs. He had an ex-
traordinary memory and was diffi-
cult to beat at Trivial Pursuit. A
lifelong learner, he loved reading
— and giving impromptu lectures
— about history, religion, and as-
tronomy. He loved grilling, tend-
ing to his ever-expanding garden,
and drinking wine (in combination
with all of the previous). More than
anything, he loved his family: his
wife, Susan; daughters, Carol and
Kathy; son, Dan; sons-in-law, Dan
and Stephen, and daughter-in-law,
Jenn; grandchildren, Justin, Will,
Shaye, Anna, Nolan and Betheny;
sister-in-law, Debbie, and her fam-
ily, Bill and Jamie. He loved to get
together with his brother- and sis-
ter-in-law, Jim and Diane Martin
of Houston, and their children, as
well as his brother, Larry, and sis-
ter-in-law, Margaret, of Pennsyl-
vania, and their daughter, Erin. His
was predeceased by his brother,
Thomas Driscoll, and niece, Cindy
Driscoll.

Irreverent and (healthily) cyni-
cal of institutions, Walt is remem-
bered by friends and neighbors as
caring and always willing to help,
generously lending expertise, ad-
vice, or time and labor whenever it
was needed.

Walter’s family will commemo-
rate him whenever they spend time
together or go out of their way to
help others, and probably also
whenever someone begins to tell a
joke so bad they groan and try to
leave the room. Due to the current
conditions around COVID-19, a
private viewing and gathering to
celebrate his life was held for im-
mediate family. Anyone wishing to
make a donation in his honor can
do so to The Community FoodBank
of New Jersey in Hillside, N.J.

July 2, 2020

JFSCNJ Installs Officers;
Fred Kessler Is President

AREA — Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ) hosted
its Annual Meeting on June 15 via
Zoom, where new officers and con-
tinuing board members were installed.
Volunteer Heroes of
Covid-19 were recog-
nized along with staff
who have worked at
JFSCNJ for 10 to 15
years.

The following indi-
viduals have been
elected to the Executive
Committee under the
leadership of Fred
Kessler, Esq., who has
been elected JFSCNJ
president for a two-year
term. Mr. Kessler suc-
ceeds Jodi Zolkin Kiste,
who completed her two-year term.

President: Fred Kessler, First
Vice-President: Ruth B. Margolin,
Vice-Presidents: Jennifer Marshall
Sofield and Arielle Traub, Trea-
surer: Mark Hauptman, Assistant
Treasurer: Gerri Rothfleisch, and
Secretary: Donald Shapiro.

Mr. Kessler is special counsel to
the Saiber LLC law firm in Florham
Park, where his areas of concentra-
tion include mediation and arbitra-
tion. He joined the JFS board in 2014,
shortly after his retirement as a Judge
of the Superior Court of New Jersey.
Mr. Kessler served in the Civil and
Family Divisions in Union County

before being appointed as Presiding
Judge of the Chancery Division. Prior
to his judicial service, he was a com-
mercial litigator for more than 25
years with two Newark law firms.

Mr. Kessler graduated
with honors from Brandeis
University and Harvard
Law School. He is a mem-
ber of the board of direc-
tors of the Brandeis
Alumni Association and
previously served as presi-
dent of its New Jersey
chapter. He also served as
president of the Harvard
Law School Association
of New Jersey. His prior
public service positions in-
clude chairman of the
Cranford Planning Board,

vice-president of Temple Beth-El
Mekor Chayim in Cranford, and board
member of the YM-YWHA of Union
County.

Mr. Kessler and his wife, Roberta,
reside in Cranford. They have two
children, Matthew and Lisa. Mr.
Kessler is proud to continue a family
tradition of service to JFS. His father,
Albert Kessler, was the first president
of JFS, and his mother, Bernice Kessler,
was a longtime board member.

For more information about
JFSCNJ’s services, call Jewish Fam-
ily Service of Central New Jersey at
(908) 352-8375 or email
info@jfscentralnj.org.

Fred Kessler

Series to Address Loss During COVID
AREA — Jewish Family Service

of Central New Jersey (JFSCNJ) will
present a six-session support group
entitled “Coping with the Loss of a
Loved One During Covid-19.” It will
take place on Wednesday evenings,
July 8, 15, 22, 29, August 5 and 12,
from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m., via Zoom.
Nancy Rosenthal, a Licensed Clini-
cal Social Worker and JFSCNJ thera-
pist, will lead the program.

This group will focus on the loss of
a loved one from Covid-19 and the

difficulty of coping with the grief of a
sudden loss. It is free and open to the
entire community. This program is
funded by grants from the Healthcare
Foundation of NJ, the Jewish Federa-
tion of Greater MetroWest NJ and
Northfield Bank.

Interested persons are asked to
email Nancy Rosenthal at
nrosenthal@jfscentralnj.org, or to call
(908) 352-8375, extension no. 234,
with questions and to receive a Zoom
link for the group.

Library to Present Original
‘Real Housewives’ of N.J.

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites members
of the community to join the library
staff for “The Real Housewives of
New Jersey: Early American Women
and Their Kitchen Gardens” via Zoom
on Sunday, July 12, at 2 p.m.

Garden historian Lesley Parness
will take participants back to the
colonial era to introduce the origi-
nal “Real Housewives.”

Kitchen gardens in the 1700s fed,
healed and clothed early-American
families. The 18th-century “huswife”
skill set included “physicke, cookery,
distillation, perfumery, the making of
wool, hemp, flax, dayries, brewing,
baking,” and, of course – gardening.

Growing plants (both Native
American and from their homelands),
these women turned their soup pots
into the “melting pot” that is America.

Ms. Parness has worked in pub-
lic gardens in America and abroad
for the past four decades. She is a
founding member and past presi-
dent of Garden State Gardens, a
consortium of New Jersey Public

Gardens. She writes a column for
Gardener News Magazine, is the
consulting horticulturist at Jersey
City’s Berry Lane Park and is a
founding member of the Harriet
Tubman Museum of Cape May, for
which she is designing a medicinal
plants garden. She is a frequent
speaker at garden clubs, historical
societies and libraries throughout
the mid-Atlantic region.

Advance registration is required
for this online program. Registered
participants will receive a Zoom
link via email a day or two in ad-
vance. The registration form, and
information about the entire sum-
mer reading program, can be found
on the library’s website, scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library
is grateful to the Friends of the
Scotch Plains Public Library for
their generous support of the entire
summer reading program.
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©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090

908.233.5555

Frank D. Isoldi

908.787.5990

frankisoldi@gmail.com

@frankdisoldi          •               @homeswestfield         •        theisoldicollection.com

102 Golf Edge,

Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 5.1 Baths

Offered at $2,450,000

3 Hiawatha Drive,

Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 5.1 Baths

Offered at $2,198,000

950 Minisink Way,

Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 6.1 Baths

Offered at $2,000,000

10 Kimball Circle,

Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 4.2 Baths

Offered at $1,999,000

814 Highland Avenue,

Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 5.1 Baths

Offered at $1,980,000

111 Prospect Street 4E,

Westfield

2 Bedrooms | 2.1 Baths

Offered at $1,699,900

537 Elm Street,

Westfield

6 Bedrooms | 3.1 Baths

Offered at $1,599,000

110 Wychwood Road,

Westfield

6 Bedrooms | 6.1 Baths

Offered at $1,395,000

1115 Summit Avenue,

Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 4 Baths

Offered at $1,245,000

111 Ayliffe Avenue,

Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 3.1 Baths

Offered at $999,900

820 Cranford Avenue,

Westfield

5 Bedrooms | 2.1 Baths

Offered at $899,900

728 St. Marks Avenue,

Westfield

4 Bedrooms | 2.1 Baths

Offered at $849,000
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* A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Adult & Youth Sports *

D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times — complete accounts
can be found at goleader.com

June 14, 2019: Strong pitching and
strong defense on the part of both
teams dominated play between the
12-year old Westfield Blue and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in
Pool A play during the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 2
Field in Westfield on June 14. But it
took a sacrifice fly ball to right field
off the bat of Ryan Daly to allow
Bennett Ayala to tag up from third
base and score the winning run in the
bottom of the seventh inning to give
the Blue Devils a 3-2 victory.

Blue Devil pitchers Josh Green-
wood and Drew Pravlik combined to
allow eight hits but only one walk and
one hit batter, while striking out four
batters. Raider pitchers Cooper
Stahley, Jack Sponheimer and Xavier
Vega allowed only four clean hits,
while striking out three, but the Blue
Devils took advantage of seven walks
and a hit batter.

June 15, 2019: Fire power up and
down the lineup, very aggressive base
running and effective pitching be-
longed to Cranford when the Cougars
overran the Millburn Blue, 11-1, in
four innings during Pool A play of the
Cal Ripken District 12 12U Tourna-
ment at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield
on June 15. The Cougars upped their
record to 3-0 to take over the top spot
in Pool A.

Tyler Veltre crushed an RBI ground

rule double and sizzled a two-run
single, while scoring once. Josh
Ketschke singled twice, scored twice
and stole a pair of bases. Mike

Zalinkanskas rapped an RBI double,
singled and scored once.

June 16, 2019: Liam Garrett tossed
a complete game shutout as Westfield
Blue defeated Millburn Blue, 7-0, in
a Cal Ripken District 12 12U Pool A
game played on June 16 at Gumbert
Field 1 in Westfield. Drew Pravlik
dropped an RBI single into short
leftfield that plated Brandon Kelly,
who doubled. Ryan Daly whacked a
two-run double. Tyler Pietrewicz
ripped a one-out RBI single and Aaron
Ives delivered an RBI single. Josh
Greenwood and Pavlik would add
RBI singles in the sixth inning.

June 21, 2019: Fifteen run rule cut
a Babe Ruth District 13U Tourna-
ment Pool play game short in the
bottom of the fourth inning when Ryan
Carracino slammed a double to
centerfield, scoring Owen Baratta with
the 16th run to give the Cranford
Cougars a 16*-1 victory over
Westfield on the turf at Memorial
Field in Cranford on June 21. *Ben
Monahan actually scored a 17th run
on Carracino’s double but the 15-run
spread was all that was needed.

Tom Buckman started on the mound
for the Cougars and was relieved by
Sean Riley with one out in the top of
the first inning after he hit a batter and
walked the next two. Riley went on to
retire the next eight batters that he
faced until the top of the fourth. Riley

ended up yielding just one hit and a
walk, while striking out three Blue
Devils.

Baratta went 3-for-4 with four runs
scored and an RBI. Monahan went 3-
for-3 with a double and a walk, three
RBI and four runs scored. Dan Olear
went 3-for-3 with three RBI and two
runs scored. Carracino rapped an RBI
single, a two-run double, walked, was
hit by a pitch and scored once.

Westfield’s only run came in the
fourth. Randy Davis drilled a leadoff
single to left and Paul Shyposh walked.
After Davis stole third, he scored on
Tommy Hyland’s looping force out
into shallow right field.

June 20, 2018: Cougar Ben
Monahan was flowing well on the

mound but was involved in a tight
duel with Raider starter Anthony
Veglia until his team’s bats came alive
with four runs in the fourth inning to
snap a 1-1 tie en route to a 5-1 Cranford
victory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood

in the Cal Ripken 12U District 12
Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on June 20.

In his six innings, Monahan, work-
ing with Sean Woodruff behind the
plate, yielded only a single to Sam
Sponheimer and Luke Doyle, whom
he also hit with a pitch. Veglia al-
lowed just two hits and a walk in the
first three innings, while striking out
one Cougar. After retiring the first
batter in the fourth, Veglia yielded a
single and an RBI double before be-
ing relieved by Chris Kennedy, who
finished the game.

The Cougars totaled 10 hits, which
included some very nice bunt singles.
Owen Baratta went 2-for-3 with an
RBI and Dennis McCaffery also went

2-for-3 and scored once. Jack Zambito
ripped an RBI double and scored once
and Woodruff rapped an RBI single
and scored once. Monahan and Dylan
Falk both singled and scored, Chris
Santarelli had an RBI single and Will

Kahney singled. Dan Olear drew the
Cougars’ only walk.

June 21, 2018: Veteran Lou
Balestriere and “Rock” Sarna scored

the go-ahead run plus an insurance
run in the top of the seventh inning
thanks to respective RBI from Pete
Chemidlin and Jason Virgil then vet-
eran pitcher Harold Hopler sat the
opponents down 1-2-3 in the bottom
of the inning to reward St. Michael
with a 7-5 triumph over St. Anthony
in St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on June 21.

Outstanding defense ruled. St. Mike
right fielder Virgil robbed John Deitch
of a hit with a snow cone grab. Short-
stop Balestriere demonstrated his
leaping ability by corralling a liner off
the bat of Shawn Yaney then third
baseman Jim Killeen did the same to
bring down Gerry Riepe’s liner.
Killeen also scooped Bruce Logan’s
sharp grounder, stepped on third for
the second out then instinctively rifled
to first to complete an inning-ending
double play. Sarna chased down a
difficult fly in leftfield and Chemidlin
did the same in centerfield. Catcher
Bob Cihanowycz alertly grabbed a
short popup in front of the plate and
fired to Balestriere covering second
for a key force out and Corey
Woodring hauled in a difficult popup
in shallow right field.

June 22, 2017: Familiar foes met
again, this time at the 12U level in the
semifinal round of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament on Gumbert 2

Field in Westfield. Fierce competi-
tion was expected and both teams
delivered when the Cranford Gold
seized an early 7-2 lead then held off

a Millburn-Short Hills comeback at-
tempt to exit the field with an 8-6
victory and earn its ticket to the cham-
pionship game against Summit on
June 24.

The Gold totaled nine hits. Kurt
Petschow doubled, scored once and
had an RBI. Jake Carter (run scored),
Kyle Fay (run scored) and Tom
Blanche each tapped an RBI single.
Lucca Limeira got a double that never
left the infield after his shot rico-
cheted off the hip of Millburn starting
pitcher Steve Echavarria. Ryan Nicho-
las, Angelo Fiorenza and Nick
Pomponio each singled and scored
once and Dan Connolly singled, while
Shane Jarosz scored twice and Kevin
Shriner walked twice and had an RBI.

June 24, 2017: Pitcher Shane
Jarosz tossed a two-hitter, while walk-
ing only one, and his team provided
more than adequate offense, includ-
ing a pair of home runs, to earn the
Cranford Gold the Cal Ripken 12U
District 12 crown with a 10-1 victory
over the Summit Hilltoppers at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield. The
Gold finished 4-0 in pool play then
beat Millburn-Short Hills, 8-6, in the
semifinals. Summit, losers only to
Cranford Gold in pool play, bumped
off several quality teams, including
South Orange-Maplewood in the
semis on their journey to the champi-

David B. Corbin (July 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING HIS PRESENCE KNOWN…American Legion “Rookie” slugger Ed Belford is congratulated by Tony Williams
after hammering a grand slam homer on June 28, 2007. Belford, also in inset, finished with seven RBI.

David B. Corbin (June 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JUST A LITTLE OUT OF REACH...Cougar catcher Kyle Fay lunges in an effort to tag Millburn’s Henry Jacobs in the third
inning of the Cal Ripken 12U District 12 semifinals at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June 22, 2017.

David B. Corbin (June 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SQUARING OFF TO BUNT...Westfield Blue batter Tyler Pietrewicz squares off
to bunt in the game against the SPF Raiders during the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament 12U Pool A play at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June 14, 2019.

David B. Corbin (June 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AVOIDING THE PICK OFF...Summit’s Brett Colon, No. 9, dives back to first to
avoid being tagged out by Cranford Gold first baseman Nick Pomponio in the third
inning of the Cal Ripken District 12 Championship in Westfield on June 24, 2017.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIDING HOME FOR THE SCORE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood 10U’s Evan Doyle
slides under the tag of Watchung Hills catcher Mike Epifano in the first inning of
the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament. SPF won 12-3 (June 22, 2016).

David B. Corbin (June 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEALING THIRD BASE...Cranford Cougar Owen Baratta swipes third base
as Blue Devil third baseman Randy Davis awaits the throw during the Babe Ruth
13U Tournament at Memorial Field in Cranford on June 21, 2019.

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLOWING IN WITH A DOUBLE...Westfield Blue’s Ryan Friedberg, No. 23,
slides into second with a double in the fourth inning as Cranford shortstop Jake
Chapman gets the throw. Cranford won the 20-15 homerfest on June 21, 2016.

Fred Lecomte (June 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LINING UP TO SHAKE HANDS…The Scotch Plains Youth 8-year-old tourna-
ment team lines up to shake hands after defeating East Brunswick, 14-0, in the
second round of the Roselle Park Tournament. The little Raiders also shut down
Clark, 10-0, in the first round of the tournament (June 26, 2005).
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onship game.
Lucca Limeira hammered a grand

slam home run over the leftfield fence.
Kyle Fay blasted a lofty two-run home
run over the right field fence.

June 27, 2017: Standout pitching
from starter Josh Greenwood and re-
liever Liam Garrett carried Westfield
Blue past Cranford Blue, 2-0, in their
first round Cal Ripken 10U District
12 game played on June 27 at Booth
Field in Scotch Plains. Garrett also
provided the game-winning RBI with
a single up the middle in the top of the
first inning that put Westfield up 1-0.
That was all Westfield would need, as
together, Greenwood and Garrett
would limit Cranford to just three hits
the entire game.

June 21, 2016: Longest game on
the longest day featuring the long ball

resulted in a knockdown drag out
battle between the Westfield Blue and
the Cranford 12U baseball teams in
the final game of Pool B play of the
Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield. When
all the dust had resettled on the base
paths, the Cougars emerged victori-
ous, 20-15, to complete their pool
play record at 4-0 and to receive the
top seed in their bracket for the play-
offs. Westfield advanced to face New
Providence in its first-round playoff
game.

Six fence-clearing home runs, five
by the Cougars, were launched and
two ground-rule doubles to go with
four additional doubles and several
fly balls that were caught near the
fence emphasized the power parade.
Cougars Dan DeMarco and Will
Gallagher emerged as the “Kings of
Clout” with two home runs apiece.
DeMarco began with a two-run homer
in the first and finished with a three-
run shot in the fifth and squeezed in a

single in the third, while scoring three
times. Gallagher began with a ground-
rule RBI double and added a pair of
solo homers, while scoring three
times.

Cougar Lukas Ruby and Blue Devil
Steve Harvey were definitely in their
court with home runs of their own.
Ruby, who went 3-for-3 with a two-
run homer and three RBI, was also
hit-by-a-pitch twice and scored three
times. Harvey also went 3-for-3 with
a three-run shot in the first, scored
three times and was walked once.

June 22, 2016: Millburn barely
survived a spirited comeback attempt
by Westfield Blue, hanging on for an
18-16 victory in a Ripken 10U Dis-
trict 12 contest held on June 22 at
Memorial Field in Scotch Plains.

Needing three runs simply to ex-

tend the game another inning,
Westfield Blue got them and then
some by blasting out 11 runs in the
fifth to pull within one at 16-15. Kellen
Edwards and John DiGregorio got
the rally started with back-to-back
singles. Chris Shinners slashed a two-
run triple. Lorenzo Enright followed
with an RBI double. Edwards also
launched a two-run triple to deep
centerfield. DiGregorio followed with
an almost identical blast that scored
Edwards.

June 25, 2016: Trying to attain a
similar status that the Cranford,
Westfield and Millburn youth base-
ball teams have enjoyed for more
than a decade would be a difficult
chore but the New Providence 12U
baseball team proved that it deserved
the recognition in the Pool B bracket
finals of the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield. The young Pioneers plated
three runs in the top of the sixth
inning to grab a 4-3 lead then hung

tough defensively in the bottom of the
inning to defeat the young Cougars.

Pioneer pitcher Dean Licari went
the distance and yielded four hits, a

walk and two hit batters, while strik-
ing out five. Cougar starter Dan
Abrahamsen pitched four and a third
innings, allowing one run on two hits
and two walks, while striking out three.
Reliever Will Gallagher yielded two
earned runs, two hits and two walks,
while striking out two. The Cougars
scored three in the fourth when Jake
Chapman doubled, Gallagher reached
on an error then Lukas Ruby crushed
a three-run homer over the centerfield
fence.

June 17, 2015: Solid hitting and
dominant pitching propelled Westfield
(Black) to a 12-0 win over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the Cal Ripken
12U Baseball Tournament playoffs
held at Gumbert Field 2 in Westfield.

Starting pitcher Tom Clancy struck
out seven batters in two and a third
innings of work, allowing just one hit.
Clancy helped his own cause with a
game-ending three run home run over
the left centerfield fence in the bot-
tom of the fourth inning. Matt Melao

also blasted a three run homer over
the centerfield fence.

June 17, 2015: Pool B play for the
Westfield Blue 12U baseball team

ended with a 7-3 victory over Spring-
field in the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament at Gumbert 3 Field in
Westfield. Slugger Drew Pink pum-
meled a three-run home run over the
centerfield fence in the third inning to
put the Westfield Blue in the driver’s
seat for the remainder of the game.

Pink also added a single and fin-
ished 2-for-3 with two runs scored
and teammate John Thorburn made
good on his one at-bat with a two-run
single in the fourth inning. Leadoff
hitter Jack Barsa singled, scored once
and had an RBI. Robert McIntyre
walked in all three of his plate appear-
ances and scored twice. Enzo Mizerek
whacked a double and scored once.

June 19, 2015: Rarely does any-

one ever get to witness a successful
suicide squeeze performed in 12-year-
old baseball. But two in a row is
unheard of. That is until the bottom of
the sixth inning in the Cal Ripken
District 12 semifinal game between
the Cranford Cougars and the
Westfield Black at Gumbert 1 Field in

Westfield.
Westfield Black was clinging to a

1-0 lead entering that fateful inning.
With Cougar Joe Carrea, who singled
and stole second, and Luke
Pachkowski, who also singled and
stole second, lurking at third and sec-
ond, respectively, Parker Melchiorre
dropped a bunt between home and the
pitcher’s mound as Carrea came bar-
reling towards the plate. Carrea slid
under Westfield catcher Matt Melao,
tying the score as the throw deflected
off his glove. Pachkowski was now
on third as Tommy Korzeneski
stepped to the plate. Westfield pitcher
Ian Gannaway released the ball and
Korzeneski put down a perfect bunt
single between the mound and the
first baseline as Pachkowski sprinted
home to give Cranford a 2-1 victory.

June 22, 2015: Drama reached its
height in the bottom of the sixth in-
ning in a Cal Ripken 10U District 12
Tournament quarterfinal game be-
tween Berkeley Heights and Westfield
White at Booth Field in Scotch Plains.
With the score tied, 4-4, and with
Ethan Stack’s pinch runner Connor
Loggie on first base, Noah Fischer
stepped to the plate and crushed a
two-run home run over the left-
centerfield fence to give the Westfield
White 10s that dramatic, 6-4, victory.

Fischer pitched four innings for the
Westfield White and allowed three
hits, while walking one and striking
out three. Ben Kelly pitched the next
two innings, giving up two hits and
walking two, while striking out one.

June 24, 2014: Three was a charm
for the Cranford Cougar 12s, who had
lost to Westfield twice this season,
but this time everything went their
way offensively and defensively in a

16-5, four-inning triumph in the semi-
final round of the Cal Ripken District
12 Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field.
Cougar Nick Black bashed a pair of
two-run doubles and scored three
times, and Connor Katz crunched a
two-run home run and scored three
runs. Westfield’s Tim Alliegro, who
blasted two home runs in a 5-4 victory
over the Cougars, added a two-run
homer, walked and scored in his two
plate appearances.

June 26, 2014: Jake DiClerico
blasted a key two-run home run when
all the chips were down and Jeremy
Ruka rapped the winning RBI single
in the seventh inning to earn the
Cranford 12s a 6-5 victory over the
Millburn White to claim the Cal
Ripken District 12 Championship at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield.

June 29, 2014: Never give up atti-
tude and strong pitching down the

line gave the Elizabeth Elmora 10s
baseball team the opportunity to pull
off a 7-6 come-from-behind victory
over the Westfield Silver at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield. Griffin Murphy
went 2-for-2 with two RBI and a run
scored for Westfield and Connor Daly
rapped a pair of singles and scored
once.

June 20, 2013: Matt Crowley ham-
mered a grand slam home run in the
bottom of the fifth inning to catapult
the Westfield Blue baseball team to
an 8-4 victory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Blue in Pool B play of the
Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield. Raider
catcher John Koseoglu went 3-for-3,
including a two-run double.
(17june22)

June 21, 2013: Opportunities

knocked and the Westfield White 12-
year-old baseball boys took advan-
tage to win their fourth straight in
Pool A play of the Cal Ripken District
12 Tournament with a 6-3 victory
over the South Orange/Maplewood
Cougars at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield. Nathan Hefner, Tommy
Colicchio and Sean Boley combined
to allow just five hits, while walking
six and striking out seven. Hefner and
Ian Rosen each drilled a double and
scored once for Westfield. Matt Leone
launched a solo home run.

June 26, 2013: Timidity at the plate
was not an issue when the Westfield
Blue baseball team and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Blue met for the sec-
ond time in the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament semifinals at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield. Westfield Blue
won 16-6. Matt McIntyre led the Blue
Devils’ 13-hit attack by reaching base
all four times, which included a two-

run home run, an RBI single and
another single, while scoring three
times and stealing a base. John
Koseoglu, who scored in both of his
at-bats, led the Raiders with a two-run
home run and a single, and Dan
Wilkinson, in two plate appearances,
walked and launched a towering two-
run shot.

June 27, 2013: Clutch hits in the
fourth and fifth innings allowed the
Westfield 11-year-old baseball team
to scoot past a solid Berkeley Heights
team, 5-4, in North Jersey All-Star
League play at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield. Henry Meiselman, who
whacked a ground-rule double in the
second, chopped a two-run single over
first base in the fourth to give Westfield
a 3-2 lead. Will Kessler drilled a two-
run double down the first baseline to
put Westfield ahead, 5-3, in the fifth.

* A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Adult & Youth Sports *

David B. Corbin (June 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN TIME FOR THE OUT...Westfield Blue first baseman John Thorburn gets the
throw from short in time to get the putout on Springfield’s Zach Friedman at
Gumbert 3 Field on June 17, 2015. Westfield won 7-3.

David B. Corbin (June 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST...Westfield White 10U runner Anthony Buoscio steps
on first before the ball gets to the glove of Berkeley Heights’ Basil Castrovinci in
the Ripken Tournament at Booth Field in Scotch Plains (June 22, 2015).

David B. Corbin (June 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMPLETING THE PUTOUT...Cougar first baseman Dennis McCaffery catches
the throw to complete the putout as Raider Evan Doyle approaches the bag in the
fourth inning at Gumbert 1 Field on June 20, 2018. The Cougars won 5-1.

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STILL IN CONTROL...Cranford catcher Shane Van Dam still has control of the
ball after tagging out New Providence Pioneer James Pazdera in the second inning
of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field (June 25, 2016).

David B. Corbin (June 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SCORING THE TYING RUN...Cranford’s Joe Carrea slides home safely on a
squeeze play in the sixth inning as the ball deflects off Westfield Black catcher Matt
Melao. Cranford added another successful bunt to win, 2-1 (June 19, 2015).

David B. Corbin (July 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHING INTENTLY...The home base umpire watches intently as Cougar
Connor Katz slides in to score as Westfield catcher Vic Coustan awaits the ball in
the second inning at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 24, 2014.

David B. Corbin (June 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT THIRD...Raider Blue team’s Nick Merkel slides into third
base just after being tagged out by Westfield Blue third baseman Matt Crowley
in the second inning at Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield on June 20, 2013.

David B. Corbin (July 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK IN TIME...Westfield Blue’s Sean Flynn, No. 23, gets back to
first in time before Raider first baseman Dan Wilkinson makes the tag. Westfield
Blue staggered the Raiders, 16-6, on June 26, 2013.

David B. Corbin (July 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE PUTOUT AT HOME...Westfield Blue’s catcher Victor Coustan
makes the tag on Berkeley Heights’ Peyton Hopech in the first inning at Gumbert
1 Field in Westfield on June 27, 2013. Westfield pulled out a 5-4 victory.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

NOTICE is hereby given that the Town-
ship of Cranford, pursuant to N.J.S.A.
52:27D-313, has, as of July 7, 2020, is-
sued a Midpoint Review report as required
by the Township’s Settlement Agreement
with Fair Share Housing Center (“FSHC”).
A copy of the Midpoint Review report is
also available on the Township’s website
at https://www.cranfordnj.org. In addition
and in accordance with social distancing
policies, members of the public may ar-
range to physically inspect/obtain a paper
copy of the Midpoint Review report by
calling the municipal clerk at 908-709-
7210 or by email at p-
donahue@cranfordnj.org. A copy of the
FSHC Settlement is also available upon
request by calling Surenian, Edwards &
Nolan, LLC at 732-612-3100.  Any inter-
ested party may submit comments to the
municipality, with a copy to Fair Share
Housing Center and Adam Gordon re-
garding whether the compliance mecha-
nisms continue to satisfy the municipality’s
obligations. Any comments must be re-
ceived within 30 days of the July 7, 2020
posting date. Any interested party may by
motion request a hearing before the Court
regarding these issues. Any motions must
be filed within 30 days of the July 7, 2020
posting date.

Adam Gordon, Esq.
Fair Share Housing Center
510 Park Boulevard
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
adamgordon@fairsharehousing.org

Michael J. Edwards, Esq.
Surenian, Edwards & Nolan, LLC
707 Union Avenue, Suite 301
Brielle, New Jersey 08730
mje@surenian.com

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2172

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER TWELVE OF THE
TOWN CODE OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD, NEW JER-
SEY, IN ORDER TO REGU-
LATE THE HOURS DURING
WHICH LOUD MECHANICAL
EQUIPMENT MAY BE USED

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
June 30, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2176

AN ORDINANCE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD AU-
THORIZING THE ESTABLISH-
MENT OF A GOVERNMENT
AGGREGATION PROGRAM

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
June 30, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $16.83
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

June 30, 2012: Stubborn defense
and gutsy pitching made for a quick
and very well-played game between
the Westfield White 12s and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood 12s in the seeded
round of the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield. The Raiders overcame a 2-
0 deficit with a run in the fourth and
two more in the fifth then held on to
claim a 3-2 victory.

Raider Nick McCormack, who had

the two hardest-hit balls of the game,
hammered a solo home run over the
centerfield fence in the fourth inning.
Michael Leegan (2-for-3) tapped what
turned out to be the winning RBI
single in the fifth inning to bring home
Anthony DiNizo, who had singled.
Alex Apostolos had two hits for
Westfield and Jake Vall-Llobera
doubled, walked and stole a base.

June 30, 2011: Spelling of the name
was the least of St. Killian’s worries
when they took a hard thump early
from the jolting St. John boys, who
rumbled on to a 16-6 victory in St.

Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action.

The biggest thumper for the “John
Boys” was pitcher John Deitch, who
hammered a two-run homer, an RBI
double and an RBI single, while scor-
ing twice in the 21-hit bombardment.
Gus Alvarez inflicted plenty of offen-
sive pain also with a two-run double,
an RBI double and a single, while
scoring three times. Rookie Joe Elias
found open territory in all three of his
at-bats, going 3-for-3, including a
triple, with an RBI and three runs
scored.

June 30, 2011: Passion for one’s
work would place a person steps above

others, who would just put in the time
to collect a paycheck. That passion is
what Steve Ciccotelli has always dem-
onstrated ever since he entered the
teaching profession.

As of June 30, Ciccotelli, a Health
& Physical Education teacher at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School,
has retired after 20 years in the dis-
trict, but he will remain as Head Coach
of the football team.

June 18, 2010: The Westfield

White topped Scotch Plains-Fanwood
11-year-old baseball team, 15-8, in
the New Providence Green League at
Gumbert Field. Westfield starting
pitcher Jared Hooey and relievers Dan
Audino, Kevin Campanello and Kobi
Wolf demonstrated their control by
yielding just six hits, while combin-
ing for eight strikeouts.

Hooey (2-run double, stole home),
Zack Rodriques (2-for-2, RBI), Wolf
(3 RBI, double, run scored), Mike
Moriarity (2 RBI), Mike Mohr-
Ramirez (2-run double), “Rudy”
Connor Root (RBI double) and

O’Brien (2-run double) led the White’s
10-hit attack. Adam Miller was the
Raider starting pitcher and the reliev-
ers were Brody Rash, George Mueller
and Bobby Nugent. Rash and Mueller
each tagged a two-run double.

June 21, 2010: Flame throwing
Eric Donohue tossed a one-hitter,

walked two and struck out four as the
Cranford 12-year-old baseball team
defeated Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 10-
0, in four innings in the first round of
the Cal Ripken District 12 Tourna-
ment at Gumbert Field 2 in Westfield.
Brandon Kane (2-for-2, 2 runs scored)
crushed a three-run homer. Donohue
finished 2-for-2 with three runs scored

and hammered a solo blast. Pat Knight
doubled, singled, scored twice and
swiped a pair of bases. Joe Norton
had an RBI double and an RBI single,
and scored once.

June 25, 2010: Lefty Pat Knight
mixed his wicked breaking ball well
with his fastball placements, and the
offense unloaded with several long

balls en route to a 12-2, four-inning
Cranford victory over Westfield Blue
in the Cal Ripken 12-year-old District

12 baseball Tournament at Gumbert 3
Field in Westfield. Westfield Blue’s
Kyle McIntyre ripped a double in the
third inning, and Eddie Encinas laid
down a perfect squeeze RBI bunt
single in the second inning.

Cougar Nick Ballas blasted a two-
run home run and a two-run double,
and Brendan Kane also crushed a
two-run homer and a two-run double.
Josh Cucuzzella went 3-for-3 with
three runs scored, and Joe Norton had
a pair of singles, scored twice and
pulled off a deceptive steal in the third
inning.

June 25, 2009: Three unearned
runs in the first inning was just enough
to give Scotch Plains-Fanwood a 3-2

victory over Westfield in American
Legion Senior baseball at Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains. Blue Devil
pitchers Tripp Nugent, Phil Russo
and Justin White combined for a two-
hitter, while striking out seven and
allowing just two walks. Raider start-
ing pitcher Jordan Bayroff allowed
six hits and one run, while striking out
two and walking three in five innings.
Reliever John Howarth pitched two
innings of no-hit ball, fanned three

and walked four.
June 25, 2009: Tied 5-5 in the

bottom of the fifth inning, St. Aloysius
kept an unblemished record intact
when Kevin Woodring alertly slipped
home for a 6-5 victory over St. Mat-
thew in St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at

* A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Adult & Youth Sports *

David B. Corbin (July 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKING FOR THE CALL...Millburn catcher Brandon Krikorian and Cougar
Connor Katz check for the ump’s call in the the seventh inning in what turned out
to be the winning run in the Ripken District Championship game (June 26, 2014).

David B. Corbin (July 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CATCHING A THIEF…Westfield White shortstop Mark Walter gets the throw
from catcher Jake Vall-Llobera in time to nail Raider Andrew Kriney at second.
The Raiders edged Westfield, 3-2, in the Ripken District Tourney (June 30, 2012).

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A FACE FULL OF DUST…Westfield Blue’s Jared Glassman, right,
slides home safely in the second inning but stirs up a cloud of dust in the face of
Cougar catcher Joe Norton (June 25, 2010). The Cougars won 12-2.

David B. Corbin (June 2001 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A SULTAN OF SWAT...Elizabeth Resolute slugger Mike Flanagan whacks the
first of his seven hits in a Vintage Base Ball game against Flemington Neshanock
at Echo Lake Park in mid June 2001 in Mountainside. The Resolutes won 51-16.

Fred K. Lecomte (July 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A RALLY…Watson rightfielder Chris Freisen got a ‘safe-at-
home’ call after pounding a towering two-run homer despite the efforts of catcher
Paul Stofa. Watson tallied 12 runs in the first inning (June 28, 2006).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

The 2020 spring sports season might
have been cancelled due to the Covid-
19 pandemic, but it appears the mem-
bers of what would have been the
Westfield High baseball team will get
a chance to play one last time, in the
Last Dance Tournament. The 222-team
tournament will give nearly 5,500 kids
a final chance to play with their long-
time teammates.

Organized by former WHS star Mike
Murray (’06), the athletic director and
head coach at St. Joseph High in
Metuchen, the tourney has been given
the go-ahead to begin pool play on
July 14-15-16. The winners there will
advance to the single-elimination
Round of 16 (July 21), then a Round of
8 (July 22). The North and South Final
4s (July 28) and North and South cham-
pionship games (July 29), will be
played at minor league sites – Yogi
Berra Stadium in Little Falls, Skylands
Stadium in Augusta, TD Bank Ballpark
in Bridgewater, plus FirstEnergy Park
in Lakewood.

The Last Dance Final is scheduled
for July 31 at Arm and Hammer Field
in Trenton, home of the New York
Yankees’ Class AA affiliate the Thun-
der.

Westfield, Scotch Plains, Cranford
and Governor Livingston are repre-
sented in the field. The BH/
Mountainside White Sox (GL) are top-
seeded in 16A, the Berkeley Heights
Regional. The SPF Raiders are top-
seeded in 16B, the Western Union
County Regional, with the Blue Dev-
ils (Westfield) seeded second. The
Cranford Cougars are top seeded in
13A, the Cranford Regional.

16A Berkeley Heights Regional
(Snyder Park, Berkeley Heights): 1.
BH/Mountainside White Sox (Gov.
Livingston), 2. Summit Sugar Bears
(Summit), 3. New Providence PAL, 4.
OP Rams (Oratory Prep).

16B Western Union County Re-

gional (Teener Field, Union): 1. SPF
Raiders (Scotch Plains-Fanwood), 2.
Blue Devils (Westfield), 3. Newark
Academy, 4. Dawgs Baseball
(Jonathan Dayton).

13A Cranford Regional (Memorial
Field, Cranford): 1. Cranford Cou-
gars, 2. Union County Vikings (Union
Catholic), 3. Newark Central, 4. Lin-
den Baseball.

13B Union Regional (Teener Field,
Union): 1. Union, 2. Minutemen Base-
ball (Elizabeth), 3. RP Panthers
(Roselle Park), 4. Bears (Brearley).

In eight team brackets, No. 1 plays 4
and 2 vs. 3 on opening day. The win-
ners in each regional meet on Day 2,
and the remaining unbeaten teams meet
on Day 3. All teams will play a mini-
mum of three games.

Here is the Blue Devils roster:
Seniors: Jack Bowman ss-2b, Vic

Coustan 3b-p, John Czarnecki of,
Danny Kohler 1b-p, Jack Love 3b-c,
Dominic Maurillo if, Chris Pansini
2b-p-of, Luke Pardo of, Zach Rever p,
Joe Rigney p, Jake White 1b-of; jun-
iors: Jake Bencivenga ss-2b, Dylan
Berger 1b-p, Jadon Edwards of, Ian
Gannaway of-p, Holden Grantz p-2b,
Chris Ho p-of, Matt Maleo c-of,
Lorenzo Mizerek of-p, Brandon Tso
p-2b; sophomore: Jacob Watson of;
freshmen: Owen Callahan c-3b-p, Leo
Mangiamele 3b-of.

While veteran WHS coach Bob
Brewster, by NJSIAA rules, isn’t al-
lowed to be with the team until July
13, the team isn’t exactly hurting from
that standpoint. Hall of Famer Brian
Ciemniecki (’96) is currently running
practices, helped by former WHS
standouts Chris Rinaldi (’16), Bobby
Abbott (’16) and Mike Ionta (’14).

Starting times will be announced at
a later date. Check nj.com/sports for
updates.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last Dance’ for Baseball

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THERE BEFORE THE THROW…Cougar Sean Feeney steals sec-
ond base before the throw gets to Raider second baseman Frank Degnan in the
second inning (Summer clash June 22, 2010).

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

PLANNING BOARD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

REVISED 2020 MEETING NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE THAT the following meet-
ing dates have been established for the
Garwood Planning Board. Meetings be-
ginning at 7:30 p.m., workshop is at 7:15
p.m.  The meetings will be held at the
Municipal Building located at 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey.  Work-
shop is canceled.

Meetings of the Planning/Zoning Board
commencing with the July 22, 2020 meet-
ing and for the remainder of 2020, includ-
ing the re-org meeting on January 13,
2021, will be virtual meetings.  Access
information is below.

Garwood Planning/Zoning (a joint) Board
for the meetings for 7/22, 8/26, 9/23, 10/14
& 28, 11/9, 12/9/2020 and 1/13/2021 com-
mence at 7:30 pm (there will be no in-
person meeting until further notice).  In
response to the COVID-19 emergency,
pursuant to Governor Murphy’s 2020 NJ
Executive Orders Nos. 103, 107, et seq.,
and per the corresponding guidelines is-
sued by the N.J.D.C.A. Division of Local
Government Services, the public meeting
will be conducted virtually, via RingCentral,
and the meeting will be accessible to the
public at the below login:

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or An-
droid: https://meetings.ringcentral.com/
j/6432970558

Alternatively, you may dial in to hear/
participate at audio dial-in: Telephone: Dial:
+1 (646) 357-3664, Meeting ID: 643 297
0558

Adele C. Lewis
Secretary

MEETING DATE
January 15, & 29

February 26
March  11, & 25

April 22
May 27
June 24
July 22

August 26
September 23

October 14, & 28
November 9  - Monday

December  9
And January 13, 2021

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $47.94

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

MEETING NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE THAT WORKSHOP
MEETINGS OF THE MAYOR AND

COUNCIL ARE HEREBY CANCELED.
REGULAR MEETINGS WILL COM-

MENCE AT 7:15 PM.

The Regular meetings of the Mayor and
Council for July 9 & 23, Aug 13 & 27, Sept
10 & 24, Oct 8 & 22, Nov 12 & 23, Dec 10
& 28, 2020, commence at 7:15 pm (there
will be no in-person meetings until further
notice).  In response to the COVID-19
emergency, pursuant to Governor
Murphy’s 2020 NJ Executive Orders Nos.
103, 107, et seq., and per the correspond-
ing guidelines issued by the N.J.D.C.A.
Division of Local Government Services,
the public meetings will be conducted vir-
tually, via RingCentral, and the meeting is
accessible to the public at the below login:

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or An-
droid: https://meetings.ringcentral.com/
j/6432970558

Alternatively, you may dial in to hear/
participate at audio dial-in: Telephone: Dial:
+1 (646) 357-3664, Meeting ID: 643 297
0558

Christina M Ariemma,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that in
order to protect the health, safety and
welfare of our citizens and consistent with
the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A.
10:4-6 et seq., through standards promul-
gated by the State of New Jersey, Depart-
ment of Community Affairs, and Executive
Orders 103 and 107, the regular meeting
of the Planning Board of the Township of
Scotch Plains scheduled for Monday, July
13, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. will be held by
online/virtual means and telephonically
only.

The agenda for the meeting on July 13,
2020 will be posted on the Township of
Scotch Plains Website. Members of the
public who wish to monitor and/or partici-
pate in the public meeting may join from a
computer or capable device at:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85102547196?
pwd=TFVHRVU5NUlDTVVhZWdxbGVUc
0YrQT09

Meeting ID: 851 0254 7196
Password: 660457

or join by telephone by dialing +1 646
558 8656 and entering the above noted
Meeting ID when prompted.

Alternately, members of the public may
contact the Clerk/Land Use Secretary by
email at srapant@scotchplainsnj.com or
by phone, during regular business hours,
at (908) 322-6700 x 307 prior to the meet-
ing in order to ask any questions if encoun-
tering any difficulty with the options de-
scribed in this notice.

Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Secretary

1 T - 07/02/20, The Times Fee: $36.21

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR VIRTUAL
HEARING TOWNSHIP OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT,  In compli-
ance with the New Jersey Municipal Land
Use Law, the General Ordinances of the
Township of Westfield and the Rules and
Regulations of the Township of Westfield
Board of Adjustment, and in order to com-
ply with the Executive Orders signed by
Governor Murphy and in an effort to follow
best practices recommended by the United
States Center for Disease Control (CDC),
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that The Board
of Adjustment of the Town of Westfield,
New Jersey will hold a virtual meeting on
July 13, 2020, at 7:30 pm to hear and
consider the following appeals for bulk (c)
and/or (d) variance relief from require-
ments of the Westfield Land Use Ordi-
nance.

Rebecca Scangas-Verma & Aditya
Verma, 935 New England Drive. Appli-
cants are seeking approval to construct an
addition and a front covered porch con-
trary to Section 11.05E6, 12.04F1, 2.11G
of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance
requires a minimum side yard setback of
15 feet. Proposed and existing is 11.7 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20%. Proposed is 23.8%. Or-
dinance allows a maximum continuous
wall length of 25 feet. Proposed 35.4 feet.

The public can join the meeting and
participate electronically or by phone by
accessing the following link https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/602589976, Zoom
Meeting ID#: 602-589-976, or by dialing:
470.381.2552 or 646.518.9805.  The ap-
plication plans, and all documents submit-
ted in relation to the application are on file
in the office of the Town Engineer, 959
North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jer-
sey.  A digital copy is available by contact-
ing the Board Secretary Linda Jacus at
ljacus@westfieldnj.gov, or by viewing the
documents on the Town of Westfield
website: https://www.westfieldnj.gov/.
Members of the public who have any ques-
tions, comments, or concerns regarding
the remote meeting process, or who are
unable to access the plans digitally, should
contact the Board Secretary Linda Jacus
at (908) 789-4100, extension 4602, or by
email ljacus@westfieldnj.gov.

Linda Jacus
Board Secretary

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

MEETING NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE THAT GARWOOD
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETINGS WILL

COMMENCE AT 6:00 PM.

The meetings of the Board of Health for
September 16, 2020 and December 16,
2020, commence at 6:00 pm (there will be
no in-person meetings until further notice).
In response to the COVID-19 emergency,
pursuant to Governor Murphy’s 2020 NJ
Executive Orders Nos. 103, 107, et seq.,
and per the corresponding guidelines is-
sued by the N.J.D.C.A. Division of Local
Government Services, the public meet-
ings will be conducted virtually, via
RingCentral, and the meeting is acces-
sible to the public at the below login:

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or An-
droid: https://meetings.ringcentral.com/
j/6432970558

Alternatively, you may dial in to hear/
participate at audio dial-in: Telephone: Dial:
+1 (646) 357-3664, Meeting ID: 643 297
0558

Christina M Ariemma,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $25.50

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
NOTICE OF MEETINGS

(In Compliance with Open Public
Meetings Act – Chapter 231)

*Addendum to Regularly
Scheduled Meetings*

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will meet on Monday, June 29,
2020 at 7:00 p.m. in Executive Session for
the evaluation of the superintendent.  This
meeting will be virtual.  No action will be
taken.

Deborah S. Saridaki
School Board Administrator/

Board Secretary
1 T - 07/02/20, The Times Fee: $15.81

Union County Senior
Softball League Status:

The Union County Senior 50+
and 60+ Men’s Softball Leagues
expect to begin an abbreviated sea-
son, with most of their teams, com-
mencing on July 6.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

CLASSIFIEDS
Place a Classified Ad online at www.goleader.com/form/classified

PLAY BALL...Pictured are 8U player Talia Esposito hitting and 10U Player
Dylan Esposito pitching.

Westfield Girls Softball has opened
its 2020 Summer Travel Season with
teams at the 8U, 10U, 12U, 14U and
a High School mixed team. Tempera-
ture checks, masks, waivers and a
standard list of COVID related ques-
tions are done prior to entry to the
memorial fields.

Kids place their bags and gear six-
feet apart around the outside of the
dugouts and only remove face masks
when entering the field. Social dis-

tance and pre-determined groups stay
together to help with possible contact
tracing if needed.

Coaches wear masks when inter-
acting with players at all times. Balls
are wiped with Lysol wipes after ev-
ery practice and catchers gear in be-
tween wearings, but currently catch-
ers own their own gear as well.

The season starts in the Cranford
D2 league after July 4th weekend!
Play Ball!

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed
bids for the “2020 Roadwork Assistance
Program” will be received by the Scotch
Plains Township Municipal Clerk’s Office
on Thursday, July 16, 2020 at 10:00
a.m., prevailing time, at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building – Front Steps, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains 07076, at which
time said bids will be opened and read in
public.

Due to the public health emergency
caused by Coronavirus, as of the date of
this posting, the Township Municipal Build-
ing remains closed to the public. All bid-
ders are encouraged to submit bids via
certified mail, overnight delivery or in-per-
son drop-off before the bid opening date
and time. In person drop-off, before the bid
opening date and time, can be made by
contacting the Municipal Clerk during regu-
lar business hours at 908.322.6700 ext.
211. In-person drop-off on the date of the
bid opening, will commence on the front
steps of the Municipal Building, 430 Park
Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076,
starting at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, July 16,
2020.

All persons wishing to attend the public
in-person bid opening must abide by the
CDC and New Jersey Department of Health
(NJDOH) guidelines concerning the
COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, all par-
ticipants must ensure their mouth and nose
are covered at all times with a mask or
cloth covering,  and must maintain a mini-
mum of six feet separation from other
attendees. Masks and/or gloves will be
provided to any attendee who needs one.
If CDC and/or NJDOH guidelines permit
and the Municipal Building is open to the
public, the bid opening will be moved into
the Courtroom. Bid opening in-person at-
tendees who wish to review the submitted
bids following the conclusion of the bid
opening will be allowed to do so, one
person at a time.

The contractor awarded the 2020 Road-
work Assistance Program contract, if any,
will provide certain materials and equip-
ment rentals (with operators) to assist the
Township’s Department of Public Works in
resurfacing public streets and municipal
parking lots, including profile milling as
required; and will resurface asphalt side-
walks and construct concrete sidewalks as
directed, all in accordance with the Speci-
fications and Information to Bidders pre-

pared by the Township. NOTE: The suc-
cessful bidder must be available 1-2 days
per week for the duration of the program
until all streets are completed. The pro-
gram is estimated to run from July 27th to
September 30th, 2020.

At the time and place stated above, such
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
No bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
beginning Thursday, July 2, 2020 in the
Township Public Property Building, 2445
Plainfield Avenue between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to the Township Clerk at 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 on or before July 10, 2020.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten per cent (10%)
of the bid, but in no case in excess of
twenty thousand dollars ($20,000), must
be submitted with the bid guaranteeing
that if a contract is awarded, the bidder
shall execute the contract. Bidders must
also submit a Consent of Surety with the
bid, wherein the Surety agrees to furnish a
performance bond if the Bidder is awarded
the contract.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“2020 Roadwork Assistance Pro-
gram”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A:l l-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY.

Alexander Mirabella,
Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk

1 T - 07/02/20, The Times Fee: $99.96

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLICNOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2183

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2183, a summary of which is included herein, was introduced
at a Regular Meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield held on June 30, 2020
and was read for the first time. This ordinance will be further considered for final passage
by said Town Council at the Westfield Municipal Building, Council Chambers, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on August
11, 2020 or at any time and place to which such meeting may be adjourned. All persons
interested will be given the opportunity to be heard concerning such Ordinance.  If the
meeting on August 11, 2020 must be held virtually due to COVID-19, the public hearing
will be held digitally with a link/meeting ID to be made available on the Town of Westfield’s
website (www.westfieldnj.gov) in advance of the meeting.

Copies of this ordinance are available in full at the Office of the Town Clerk, Westfield
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090.

A summary of General Ordinance No. 2183 is as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION AND PROVIDING FOR THE DESIGNATION AND PRESER-
VATION OF HISTORIC DISTRICTS AND HISTORIC LANDMARKS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Summary:
Section 1. Short Title and Index
· No changes.
Section 2. Findings, Purpose, and Policy
· No substantive changes. Examples of changes include: “The welfare of the

municipality is dependent on…” is changed to “The welfare of the municipality is
enhanced by….”

Section 3. Definitions
· Changes some definitions, notably:
o Historic Landmark. Clarifies that a historic landmark need not just be a building,

but can include the whole site, or any structure on a site.
o Minor Application. Expands on the existing definition to make the term more easily

understood.
o Major Application. Redefines the term by indicating it is anything not specifically

defined as a minor application, and any application that involves the subdivision of a
historic landmark or a property within a historic district.

· Adds definitions for the following terms:
o Building
o Historic Preservation Commission Application Subcommittee
o Object (as in a material things)
o Site
o Structure
Section 4. Historic Preservation Commission
· Clarified that alternates are non-voting members except in absence of a regular

member.
· Clarifies that a Planning Board member is a regular member of the HPC and not

a liaison.
· Clarifies that the Town Council liaison is not a voting member of the HPC.
· Requires memorializing resolution on Certificates of Appropriateness within 45-

days.
· Requires the HPC to adopt design guidelines for historic landmarks and district.
Section 5. Designation of Landmarks and Historic Districts
· Clarifies that the designation criteria include federal regulations and this ordi-

nance.
· Rewrites procedures for designating properties and districts, as follows:
o Designation by the Town. Permits the HPC or the Planning Board to recommend

a property or a district for designation, and the Mayor and Council may designate the
property by amendment of the local land use ordinance.

o Designation by Property Owner of His/Her Own Property. Allows a property owner
to nominate their own properties. The property owner, or the HPC in their absence, must
prepare a report to support nomination. The HPC must hold a publicly noticed hearing.
The HPC must vote on the recommendation, prepare a report supporting their recommen-
dation and forward that to the Town Council. Town Council forwards HPC report to the
Planning Board for review. The Planning Board then reviews the designation and sends
its recommendations back to Town Council for adoption or non-adoption of designation
of property as an amendment to the local land use law

o Designation of Historic District. Any one or more property owner(s) within the
proposed district may recommend a district designation. The HPC or Planning Board may
also recommend a district to the Town Council. Like single property designations, a report
must be prepared examining the properties to be designated. The HPC must hold a
publicly noticed hearing, with specific notice to homes within district. The HPC must vote
on the recommendation, prepare a report supporting their recommendation and forward
that to the Town Council. Town Council forwards HPC report to the Planning Board for
review. The Planning Board then reviews the designation and sends its recommenda-
tions back to Town Council for adoption or non-adoption of designation of property as an
amendment to the local land use law.

o Objections to One Property or District Designation. The owners of 20% or more
of the area of either the proposed historic site or district, including the lots or land included
in the proposed designation, or of the lots or land extending 200 feet in all directions
therefrom, inclusive of street space, may sign a petition against the designation with the
Town Clerk. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-63, if such a petition is filed, the proposed
designation will require a favorable vote of two-thirds (2/3) by all of the members of the
Town Council in order to pass.

Section 6. Certification of Appropriateness1

· Clarifies that any time the Planning or Zoning Board allows the subdivision of a
historically designated site, or an individual property within a historic district, the HPC
must review that application. The HPC may provide its advice and opinion on the
subdivision, but it may not prevent it. The HPC has the power to grant or deny a

certification of appropriateness for any development on such a historic site or in such
historic district.

· Clarifies that a Certificate of Appropriateness is not required for any interior work,
repairs, or an exact reconstruction of any existing façades, and adds a provision that
indicates that the HPC has no authority over choice of exterior or interior paint colors.

· Clarifies that changes to other than the exterior façade of a designated home, or
a property within a district, does not require a certificate of appropriateness.

· Changes how a determination is made regarding whether a certificate of appro-
priateness application is a “minor” one or a “major” one. Previously, the zoning officer
made that determination alone. The proposed ordinance makes that a determination of
the Town Planner in conjunction with the “Historic Preservation Application Subcommit-
tee” (which consists of the HPC chair and 2 HPC members designated by her/him).

· Clarifies that the planning and zoning board must refer to the HPC any develop-
ment applications for any property identified in the master plan element,2 as well as a
historically designated property. Previously, the referral obligation appeared only appli-
cable to “designated” properties and not “identified” properties as well.

Section 7. Procedures for Filing an Application
· Adds a requirement that no Certificate of Appropriateness may issue without

proof that taxes or assessments are fully paid.
· Permits the HPC to require Certificate of Appropriateness applicants to submit

such additional information to the HPC as may reasonably be required by them.
· Clarifies that, after a decision on a Certificate of Appropriateness, the HPC must

memorialize that decision in a written resolution within 45 days of the decision.
· Removes economic hardship as a consideration in reviewing a subdivision

application for a designated property, or a property within a designated district.
· Makes explicit that the HPC may recommend to the planning or zoning boards

that a historically designated property not be subdivided and specifies that the planning
or zoning boards may rely upon that recommendation in order to deny a subdivision.

· Clarifies that, if a historically designated property is subdivided, the original and
any new lot(s) both retain their historic designation.

Section 8. Standards of Consideration for Issuance of Certificate of Appropri-
ateness

· Specifies that the locally adopted design guidelines shall guide review of
Certificates of Appropriateness.

· Clarifies that the HPC may recommend to the planning and zoning boards that a
historically designated property not be subdivided, and that those boards may take this
recommendation into account to deny a subdivision application.

Section 9. Effect of Approval or Denial of Certificate of Appropriateness
· No changes.
Section 10. Special Requirements for Demolition
· Adds new requirements for seeking to demolish any building erected prior to

1930, or identified on the historic preservation element (or both).
· For any such building, no demolition permit may be issued by the construction

official, without the following procedures being followed:
o Within 5 days of a demolition permit application, the construction official must

provide all such applications to the Historic Preservation Officer (the HPC Secretary or
other member of the HPC as appointed by the HPC).

o If the HPO determines that the building has “historical, cultural, architectural,
aesthetic or other significance in accordance with the criteria for historic designation set
forth in Historic Preservation Ordinance,” he must notify the construction official of that
fact.

o The HPO must then provide the demolition application to the HPC for review.

o If the HPC agrees with the determination made by the HPO, the HPC shall
promptly seek designation of the landmark pursuant to the procedures set forth in section
5 of the ordinance.

o If the HPC disagrees with the HPO’s determination, the Commission shall within
20 days notify the Construction Official, who may issue a demolition permit immediately
thereafter.

Section 11. Penalties
· Monetary penalties for undertaking work on a historically designated property

increase as follows:
o for each day, up to 10 days, increases from $100 to $1,000 per day.
o for each day, from 11th through 25th day, increases from $150 to $1,500 per day.
o for each day beyond 25 days, increases from $200 to $2,000 per day.
o in the case of unauthorized demolition, increases from $1,000 to $10,000.
Section 12. Preventative Maintenance
· Incorporates the concept of “demolition by neglect,”1 and applies the increased

penalties (above) to such conduct.
Section 13. Permit Review
· No changes.
Section 14. Designated Historic Landmarks
· Permits the HPC to place an appropriate plaque on historically designated

properties, with the owner’s permission.

(Footnotes)
1. A “Certificate of Appropriateness” is simply a document stating that the proposed

work is appropriate for the historic district and meets criteria in the local code. Certificates
of Appropriateness are issued after either a “minor application” or a “major application.”

2. Every municipal master plan in New Jersey MUST have certain “elements” and
MAY have certain additional elements. Element 10, a historic preservation plan element,
is one of the permitted elements. If this element is included in the master plan, it must
indicate: (1) the location and significance of historic sites and historic districts; (2) the
identification of standards used to assess worthiness for historic site or district identifica-
tion; and (c) the impact of each component and element of the master plan on the
preservation of historic sites and districts

3. “Demolition by neglect” refers to the practice of allowing a building to deteriorate
to the point that demolition becomes necessary or restoration becomes unreasonable.
The practice has been used by property owners as a means of sidestepping historic
preservation laws by providing justification for the demolition of historical buildings.

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $299.88

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Steve Kim (Image One Hour Photo June 2004) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUNNED DOWN AT SECOND BASE…Blue Devil catcher Mike Murray fired
to shortstop Adam Gerckens, right, in time to gun down Oratory base runner Joe
Serifini attempting to steal second in the third inning during Senior Legion play
in Westfield on June 24, 2004.

David B. Corbin (July 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAJOR FACTOR IN THE GAME…Raider catcher Kyle Berwick blocks the
plate as Blue Devil Brett Johnson attempts to score in the second inning in an
American Legion Senior baseball game at Park Middle School in Scotch Plains.
Johnson was called out. The Raiders won 3-2 (June 25, 2009).

Brookside Park in Scotch Plains. St.
Matthew’s Tom Straniero had an RBI
double, a single and scored a run.

June 25, 2008: Aggressiveness on
the base paths and at the plate got the
Cranford 12-year-old baseball team
on the high road to the Cal Ripken
District 12 championship with a 14-4
victory over Westfield White at
Gumbert Field in Westfield. Andrew
DiFrancesco, who went 4-for-4 with a
double, three runs scored and an RBI,
was the chief thief with seven stolen
bases. Sean Feeney, who pitched the
final two innings, provided potent poke
with three hits, including a triple, four
RBI and three runs scored. He also
swiped three bases and scooted home
on a passed ball.

Blue Devil Dylan Elliott (run
scored) did very well in his three plate
appearances with a two-run double,
an RBI double and being hit by a
pitch. Matt Storcks ripped a pair of
doubles, scored twice and walked.

Chris Arena singled and had an RBI.
June 28, 2007: Union County Se-

nior 50+ Softball League “rookie”
shortstop Ed Belford’s offensive and
defensive display of brilliance was
overshadowed by a seventh-inning
strategic maneuver that produced a
six-run merry-go-round to give
Antone’s Pub a 12-11 come-from-
behind victory over the first-placed
American Legion at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains. Belford cleared the
bases in the first inning with a grand
slam home run then added a single
with a run scored, an RBI single and
a two-run single to finish 4-for-4 with
seven RBI.

June 28, 2006: Little or no mercy

* A Special Look Through The Rearview Mirror *
was offered when Watson Avenue
trounced the McClellan softball men
with a merry go-around of 12 runs in
the first inning that led to a 15-5 win
in the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
Association at Forest Road Park. Jay
Cook blasted two homers, Chris
Freisen cracked a two-run homer,
Quinten Redding hammered a three-
run double and Lee Musler banged a
single, doubled and tripled for three
RBI.

June 26, 2005: The SP-F Youth
Baseball Association 8-year-old tour-
nament team crushed the East
Brunswick All Stars, 14-0, in the sec-
ond round of the Roselle Park Tour-
nament. Starting pitcher Zach Lipshitz

allowed just three hits and one walk,
while fanning seven in three innings.
Kevin Maxwell had two hits and four
RBI.

June 24, 2004: Victory No. 6 did
not come as easy as expected, but the
Westfield Sr. Legion baseball team
did win its sixth straight game with a,
6-4, topping of Oratory in Westfield.
Mike Murray went 3-for-4 with two
ground rule doubles, two RBI and a
run scored. Sam Kim went 2-for-2
with two runs scored and a stolen
base, while Craig Ellis went 2-for-4
with two RBI and two runs scored.

June 22, 2001: A torrential down-
pour of softballs was plunging into
outfield at Brookside Park. The metal
sticks of St. Louis lunged to life with a
27-hit attack and pounced bewildered
St. Mike, 20-1, in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Softball League action. Dave
Rothenberg walloped a two-run homer
and a two-run single. Jarring Jeff Fried-
lander scored three times and thumped
a towering solo home run. Jim Steger
went 3-for-3 with a triple, two RBI and
two runs scored, and Al Antoine went
3-for-3 with a double, an RBI and two
runs scored.

The previous century:
June 25, 1999: A determined and

unified Mattress Factory surged early
with a seven-run first inning and
avenged an earlier season loss to slow
down A. J. Jersey, 11-3, in Westfield
Softball League action at Tamaques
Park. Jordan Scher put the topping on
the cake by icing a solo home run in
the fifth. Tim Walsh, Tom Perrotta,
Scott Johnson, Ron Shovlin, Clint
Factor, Joe Walsh and Chris Masterson
scored in the first inning.

David B. Corbin (July 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREVENTING A RALLY AT HOME PLATE…Westfield White’s Matt Storcks
gets tagged out at the plate by Cranford catcher Andrew DiFrancesco after a fine
throw from third baseman Sean Feeney in the third inning (June 25, 2008).

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE, that on Monday, June
22, 2020 the Planning Board of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, Union County, New
Jersey, approved the adoption of Resolu-
tion 20-08, providing recommendations to
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Edu-
cation after a review of the plans for field
lights as proposed for the High School
property.  The Resolution memorializing
said recommendations was duly presented
and adopted by said Planning Board and a
copy has been filed in the office of the
Planning Board and/or the office of the
Scotch Plains Municipal Clerk and is avail-
able for public inspection.

Shannon Rapant
Clerk/Land Use Secretary

1 T - 07/02/20, The Times Fee: $18.36

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements

Email Sponsorships

Contact Jeff Gruman,
Sales Manager
908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin

REPORTERS  WANTED
We are seeking detail-oriented,
self-starting, disciplined jour-
nalists and communicators with
integrity; who have a passion
for reporting the facts. An indi-
vidual who takes ownership of
their news stories/beat and can
work collaboratively with other
reporters and editors. Report,
write, capture visual content,
edit and produce stories for
multiple platforms on deadline.
Experience in using social
media for news gathering and
promotion a plus. Please email
resume and clips to:
press@goleader.com

MUSIC LESSONS

Local Drum Teacher/Music Cre-
ation Lessons for Youngsters by
highly experienced musician
Jonathan Connor, contact me at

#201-463-7636

Westfield Girls Softball League
Opens its Summer Travel Season

Advertising in

The LEADER / TIMES
Means PLUS BUSINESS

for YOU!
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Kellett on Dean’s List
At Bloomsburg Univ.
BLOOMSBURG, Pa. —

Bloomsburg University of Pennsyl-
vania congratulates the more than
2,850 students who were named to
the Spring 2020 Dean’s List.

Cian Kellett, Sr. of Cranford was
among those named to the Dean’s
List.

A full-time student whose semes-
ter GPA is 3.5 or higher in 12 or more
semester hours of course work for
which a grade or grades are received
is named to the Dean’s List.

Bloomsburg University is one of
14 universities in Pennsylvania’s
State System of Higher Education.
The university serves approxi-
mately 8,200 students, offering
comprehensive programs of study
in five distinct colleges: College of
Education, Zeigler College of Busi-
ness, College of Liberal Arts, Col-
lege of Science and Technology,
and new Honors College.

Jordan Binkowitz Is
On Elon Dean’s List
ELON, N.C. — Jordan Tyler

Binkowitz has been named to the
Dean’s List for the 2020 Spring se-
mester at Elon University. The Dean’s
List is composed of students with no
grade below a B-minus and a grade
point average of at least 3.50 in a
minimum of 12 semester hours.

Jordan is the son of Dr. Bruce S.
Binkowitz and Mrs. Rachel S.
Binkowitz of Westfield.

Elon’s curriculum is grounded in
the arts and sciences and comple-
mented by nationally-accredited pro-
fessional programs.

Elon is ranked among the top 100
National Universities by U.S. News
& World Report, with a second-place
ranking for excellence in undergradu-
ate teaching and 11th-place ranking
for innovation. Elon is the only uni-
versity in the nation recognized by
U.S. News for excellence in all eight
academic programs “Focused on Stu-
dent Success.”

Anthony Demarino On
Spring Dean’s List

KUTZTOWN, Pa. — More than
2,550 students have been named to the
Spring 2020 Dean’s List at Kutztown
University, including Anthony Joseph
Demarino of Cranford. To be eligible
for the Dean’s List, an undergraduate
student must be registered for at least
12 credits and have a minimum grade
point average of 3.60.

Founded in 1866, Kutztown Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania is located on
289 acres nestled in the East Penn
Valley in Berks County, between Read-
ing and Allentown, Pa.

Four Local Residents
Graduate Georgia Tech

ATLANTA, Ga. — The Georgia
Institute of Technology awarded
degrees to approximately 4,050 un-
dergraduate and graduate students
at the conclusion of the Spring se-
mester. Students were recognized
during a virtual celebration on May
1. They also will be honored dur-
ing in-person commencement cer-
emonies to be held on campus later
this year.

Among the graduates were
Sidharth Eleswarapu of Westfield,
Bachelor of Science in Computer
Engineering; Mitchell Kelly of
Westfield, Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration; Akash
Dalal of Scotch Plains, Bachelor
of Science in Industrial Engineer-
ing, and Samantha Loop of Scotch
Plains, Bachelor of Science in
Computer Science.

More than 36,000 undergraduate
and graduate students are enrolled
at Georgia Institute of Technology,
which is ranked among the nation’s
top five public universities by U.S.
News & World Report. For more
information, visit gatech.edu.

Westfield Students
Commit to Albright

READING, Pa. — High-school se-
niors from around the country and the
globe have committed to attend
Albright College this fall. Fall 2020
classes officially begin on Monday,
August 17. Local Albright-bound stu-
dents include:

Aneus Brown of Westfield, a gradu-
ate of Jonathan Dayton High School
in Springfield, who plans to study
business administration and sociol-
ogy: criminology at Albright.

Gianni Pizzi of Westfield, a gradu-
ate of Westfield High School, who
plans to pursue music industry stud-
ies at Albright.

Located in Reading, Pa., Albright
enrolls more than 1,800 full-time un-
dergraduates and 700 adult learners
and graduate students.

Westfield Students Are
Charleston Graduates
CHARLESTON, S.C. — The Col-

lege of Charleston awarded over 1,500
undergraduate and graduate degrees
in May 2020. The graduates will be
recognized by the college during a
special ceremony tentatively planned
for Sunday, October 11, 2020.

Two Westfield students were among
those who earned degrees.

Hannah Angus graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in Public
Health.

Mara Kaveney graduated with a
Bachelor of Science degree in Exer-
cise Science.

Julian Mone Joins Muhlenberg
First Generation Honor Society

ALLENTOWN, Pa.  —
Muhlenberg College recently rec-
ognized members of its Tri-Alpha
Honor Society, which honors out-
standing students who are the first
in their families to attend college.

Julian Mone of Westfield was
among those honored during the
second annual induction announce-
ment welcoming Muhlenberg stu-
dents to the 2020 Tri-Alpha Honor
Society for Outstanding First-Gen-
eration Students.

The coronavirus pandemic meant
this year’s planned induction cer-
emony had to be forfeited. However,

a celebratory announcement of the
new members of Muhlenberg’s Tri-
Alpha chapter included well wishes
from Co-directors Dawn Lonsinger,
assistant professor of English, and
Greg Scully, associate dean of the
School of Continuing Studies, and
the First Generation Advocacy and
Support Group.

Co-president Kate Ekanem, ’21
and Representative Michael
Rainone ’20 shared videos of the
speeches they would have presented
at this year’s induction ceremony.

Alpha Alpha Alpha was founded in
2018 at Moravian College. The fol-
lowing year, Muhlenberg began a
chapter, becoming the Delta, or fourth,
chapter of Tri-Alpha in the country,
and inducting the college’s inaugural
members on April 26, 2019.

Kevin Bronander Is
Leadership Honors

Graduate at Scranton
SCRANTON, Pa. — Kevin W.

Bronander of Westfield was among
the 15 members of The University of
Scranton’s Class of 2020 who gradu-
ated from the university’s Business
Leadership Honors Program, which
is one of Scranton’s programs of
excellence.

Students in this highly-selective
program explore the basic theories
and concepts of leadership through
special seminars and courses in man-
agement, ethics, strategy and analy-
sis, in addition to field trips to learn
from top executives and projects in
leadership, service and mentoring.

Mr. Bronander majored in opera-
tions management.

Photo courtesy of Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield
DOING WHAT THEY LOVE...Kiwanis Club of Greater Westfield’s Volunteers
of the Year Olivia Conti, left, and Theresa Lizzo, members of the Class of 2020 at
Westfield High School, are pictured making breakfast for temporarily homeless
families being housed at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield. These teens were
honored for their continued volunteerism throughout their high school careers
with scholarship awards of $750.

Cousins Awarded Kiwanis
Volunteer Scholarships

WESTFIELD — The Kiwanis
Club of Greater Westfield has an-
nounced its scholarship award
winners for 2020. Westfield High
School graduating seniors Theresa
Lizzo and Olivia Conti, cousins,
were named the Key Club Volun-
teers of the Year. Each year of
their participation in the Key Club,
an international community ser-
vice club that teaches teens lead-
ership and volunteerism, the two
young women have been an inte-
gral part of every volunteer activ-
ity offered. Both were given schol-
arships in the amount of $750.

Theresa said that her favorite
activity through the years was
cooking breakfast for Fish Hospi-
tality Network guests being housed
at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. The church provides
meals and temporary housing for
families who are in transition to
permanent lodgings. Twice a year,
Theresa and Olivia, along with

four or five other Key Club mem-
bers, cooked pancakes, scrambled
eggs, fried sausage, and supplied
other breakfast staples for the
families on a Saturday morning
and played games with the young
children in the families.

The Westfield Kiwanis Club, un-
der the direction of President JM
Jones, is the parent organization
that provides support for the high-
school club. The Westfield High
School Key Club adviser, Matt
Gironda, and Club President Emily
Klag organized activities for the
club throughout the year. Their an-
nual Christmas toy drive for the
Children’s Specialized Hospital is
an activity that engages the entire
Westfield High School community.

For more information about the
parent organization or the Westfield
High School’s Key Club, contact
Kiwanis adviser Susan M.
Dougherty at
crusadersue@hotmail.com.

Local Four Are Muhlenberg
Magna Cum Laude Grads

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
Muhlenberg College 2020 Baccalau-
reate and Commencement ceremo-
nies have been rescheduled for the
weekend of October 17 and 18. How-
ever, to commemorate this important
milestone, the college hosted a Vir-
tual Senior Week that culminated May
17 with the Conferral of Degrees by
President Kathleen Harring.

During the presentation, 518 stu-
dents were awarded their undergradu-
ate degrees. Four local residents were
among them.

Sean Cheney of Scotch Plains
graduated magna cum laude with a
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre.

Jordan Cimring of Scotch Plains
graduated magna cum laude with a Bach-

elor of Arts in Economics and Finance.
Zachary Cimring of Scotch Plains

graduated magna cum laude with a
Bachelor of Arts in Media and Com-
munication and Film Studies.

Andrew Natko of Fanwood gradu-
ated magna cum laude with a Bach-
elor of Arts in Finance and a minor in
Economics.

Malcolm Kahora Culminates
Scouting Career as Eagle

WESTFIELD — Holy Trinity Boy
Scout Troop 73 honored six new
Eagle Scouts at this year’s spring
Court of Honor, which was conducted
virtually on May 31. Troop 73 is
continuing the cel-
ebration by honoring
each individual
Eagle Scout for his
tremendous achieve-
ment. The rank of
Eagle is attained by
only about 4 percent
of Boy Scouts. The
fourth Scout to
achieve this rank in
the 2020 class is
Malcolm Kahora,
son of Sheila Grimes-
Kahora and Ken
Kahora.

Malcolm started
his Scouting career
in the fifth grade with
Holy Trinity Cub Scout Pack 73. He
was introduced to the outdoors
through frequent boating and fishing
trips with his grandfather and family
camping trips.

After bridging into Troop 73,
Malcolm expanded his outdoor ex-
periences through several backpack-
ing trips, winter cabin camping, and
six Winnebago Scout Summer
Camps. He canoed the Wading River
in the Pine Barrens, and went on two
high-adventure canoe treks in the
Adirondacks.

Over his Scouting career, Malcolm
has logged an impressive 235 hours
of service (not including his own
Eagle project). He has hiked over 50
miles and canoed more than 100
miles. He has demonstrated leader-

ship as a patrol leader, a den chief for
Pack 73, and also as an assistant
senior patrol leader for Winnebago
Summer Camp in 2018. He has con-
sistently been one of the highest sell-

ers in Troop 73’s an-
nual Christmas poin-
settia and wreath sale.
Malcolm was inducted
into the Order of the
Arrow.

Malcolm loves
spending time biking,
walking and running
in Brightwood Park,
so it was a logical
choice for him to com-
plete his Eagle project
by making improve-
ments at this park.
With the support of the
Westfield Town Coun-
cil, Malcolm de-
signed, assembled and

installed a new entrance sign and
two doggy bag dispensers, and re-
surfaced the trail path with stone
dust.

Malcolm earned his Eagle Scout
rank on March 18, 2020. Due to the
pandemic, he will go down in history
as the first Eagle Scout in the Patri-
ots’ Path Council to conduct his
Board of Review virtually.

Malcolm is graduating from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, where he ran cross-country
and track and also played volleyball.
He will attend The College of New
Jersey in the fall, studying computer
science. He credits his Boy Scout
career as an important part of his
youth and something that will help
him in all his future endeavors.

Malcolm Kahora

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED

REDEVELOPMENT AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Mon-
day, July 20, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. the Plan-
ning Board of the Town of Westfield will
undertake a preliminary investigation pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6 to determine
whether the property commonly known as
244-254 East Broad Street and desig-
nated as Block 3107 Lot 1 on the Westfield
Tax Maps (the “Property”) qualifies as an
area in need of redevelopment according
to the criteria set forth in the New Jersey
Local Redevelopment and Housing Law,
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5. The Planning Board
will conduct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEAR-
ING for the purpose of hearing persons
who are interested in or would be affected
by a determination that the Property quali-
fies as an “area in need of redevelopment.”

At the conclusion of the public hearing,
the Planning Board will make a recom-
mendation to the Town Council as to
whether or not the Property should be
determined to be an “area in need of rede-
velopment.” In the event the Property is
determined by the governing body to be an
area in need of redevelopment, such a
determination may have an impact on the
Property so designated. In particular, a
determination that the Property is desig-
nated as an area in need of redevelopment
would authorize the Town of Westfield to
use all of the powers provided by New
Jersey law for use in a redevelopment
area, except the power to acquire the Prop-
erty by eminent domain (against the
owner’s will) for redevelopment purposes.

Location and Map
A map showing the location of the Prop-

erty, along with a statement setting forth
the basis of the preliminary investigation of
the Property and a copy of the investiga-
tion report prepared by the Board’s plan-
ning consultant, will be on file at least 10
days before the hearing date in the Plan-
ning Board Office of the Town of Westfield,
located at 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey, but are NOT avail-
able for public inspection at the building
due to the COVID-19 emergency. Anyone
interested in reviewing these documents
may inform the Planning Board secretary
(Linda Jacus: (Phone) 908-789-4100 ext.
4602; (E-mail) ljacus@westfieldnj.gov that
they wish to receive copies of same and
the Secretary will arrange to make the
documents available for inspection either
electronically or by delivery of hard copies
to the person requesting the materials.

All persons who are interested in or
would be affected by the preliminary inves-
tigation to determine whether the Property
should be determined to be a redevelop-
ment area according to the criteria set forth
in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 are invited to attend
the meeting and ask questions and pro-
vide their objections to or evidence in favor
of such determination.

AS NOTED ABOVE, THIS HEARING
WILL BE A VIRTUAL HEARING. TO
ATTEND THE VIRTUAL HEARING, EN-
TER THE FOLLOWING LINK ON YOUR
COMPUTER OR PERSONAL DEVICE:

Westfield Planning Board
Meeting July 20, 2020 07:30 PM
Zoom Meeting #: 567240016
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

567240016
Telephone # (for higher quality au-

dio): 470-381-2552 or 646-518-9805

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an appli-
cation for development, Application No.
ZBA-19-020, has been submitted by the
Applicant, NATC Donuts, Inc., concerning
the property located 49 South Avenue
West, Block 473, Lot 1 on the tax maps of
the Township of Cranford. The Applicant is
requesting Preliminary and Final Site Plan
and Variance approvals and design waiv-
ers (Sec. 255-36 C(1): coffee shop with
drive-thru not permitted in the ORC Zone;
Sec. 255 Attachment 1: lot width – 100 foot
minimum, 10.1 feet existing condition; rear
yard setback – 25 feet required, 11.5 feet
proposed; Sec. 255-37 J (3)(c): building
height – 2 stories minimum, 1 story pro-
posed; Sec. 255-37 J(2)(a): front yard park-
ing prohibited, front yard parking proposed;
Sec. 255-37 J: parking screening – 5 feet
landscaped buffer required, less than 5
feet proposed; Sec. 255-26 G(3)(a): park-
ing prohibited beyond building façade to
street right of way – proposed parking
within prohibited area; Sec. 255-26 G(1)(d):
driveway setback from street intersection
– 50 feet minimum, 40 feet proposed; Sec.
255-37 J(1): landscaped buffer along  prop-
erty line – 7 feet minimum, 3 feet proposed;
Sec. 255-26 K(2): fence setback from street
– 30 feet minimum, 4 feet proposed from
South Avenue, 0 feet from Lincoln Av-
enue; Sec. 255-26 G(9): lighting levels at
property lines – 1.5 FC maximum, 8.5 FC
proposed; Sec. 255-37 J(3): lighting pole
height – 8 feet maximum, 14 feet pro-
posed; Sec. 255-26 J(4): street frontage
required for freestanding sign – 300 feet
minimum, 254 feet existing; Sec. 255-26
J(4)F: number of freestanding signs – 1
sign permitted, 4 freestanding signs and 2
directional signs proposed; Sec. 255-26
J(4): freestanding sign area – 12 square
feet maximum, 21.25 square feet Dunkin
sign, 24.18 square feet Dunkin drive-thru
order/canopy/menu board sign and 22.95
square feet Dunkin drive-thru menu board
sign proposed; Sec. 255-26 J(4): free-
standing sign height – 4 feet maximum, 12
feet Dunkin sign, 6.75 feet Dunkin drive-
thru order/canopy/menu board sign and
6.83 feet Dunkin drive-thru menu board
sign proposed; Sec. 255-26 J(4)f(6): free-
standing sign illumination – internal illumi-
nation prohibited, internally illuminated
signs proposed; Sec. 255-26 J: number of
wall signs – 1 sign per wall permitted, 3 wall
signs proposed; Sec. 255-26 J(4)b(3): wall
sign setback from residential zone – 150
feet minimum, 70 feet proposed; Sec. 255-
26 G(11): loading space – 1 designated
loading space required, none proposed;
Sec. 255-26 J(2)g: proposed sign on mu-
nicipal property requires municipal ap-
proval) and any such other zoning relief,
variances and/or waivers as may be re-
quired upon an analysis of the plans and
testimony at the VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEAR-
ING on the Application and needed in
order to allow the construction of a 1,577

square feet Dunkin coffee shop (including
a 154 square feet walk-in refrigerator/
freezer box) with drive-thru, signs and re-
lated site improvements. The property is
owned by Calcedonia Inc. and located in
the ORC Zone.

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, and in order to
comply with the Executive Orders signed
by Governor Murphy and in an effort to
follow best practices recommended by the
United States Center for Disease Control
(CDC), The Zoning Board of Adjustment
will conduct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEAR-
ING on this Application at which time all
interested persons will be given an oppor-
tunity to he heard. This hearing will be
electronically presented, as described
below, on Monday, July 13, 2020 at 7:45
p.m. Those who wish to attend and partici-
pate in the virtual meeting to ask ques-
tions, make public comments or to present
any objections to the granting of this Appli-
cation should follow the instructions and
complete the registration form available by
activating the link to the VIRTUAL PUBLIC
HEARING that will be included on the
meeting agenda for the Zoning Board of
Adjustment which will be posted on the
Township of Cranford’s website at least 48
hours prior to the date of the scheduled
hearing.

A copy of the Application, plans and
related documents are on file in the Plan-
ning/Zoning Office of the Cranford Town-
ship Municipal Building, located at 8 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey 07016,
but are currently not available for public
inspection in the Municipal Building due to
the COVID-19 public health emergency.
All documents related to this Application
will be available for review on the
Township’s website at https://
www.cranfordnj.org/zoning-board-ad-
justment at least 10 days prior to the
hearing date.  For more information and
any questions on how to access the virtual
meeting or how to review the meeting
agenda, project plans and application
materials, please contact the Board’s ad-
ministrator, Ms. Kathy Lenahan by phone
at (908) 709-7211 or by email at K-
Lenahan@cranfordnj.org.

THIS HEARING WILL BE A VIRTUAL
HEARING. THE LINK TO PARTICIPATE
IN THE VIRTUAL HEARING WILL BE
AVAILABLE ON THE MEETING AGENDA
FOR THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUST-
MENT, WHICH AGENDA WILL BE
POSTED ON THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD’S WEBSITE AT LEAST 48
HOURS PRIOR TO THE JULY 13, 2020
HEARING.

Joseph Paparo, Esq.
Porzio, Bromberg & Newman PC

100 Southgate Parkway
Morristown, New Jersey 07962

(973) 889-4042
japaparo@pbnlaw.com

Attorney for the Applicant,
NATC Donuts, Inc.

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $119.34
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Cranford Residents Attain
Dean’s List at Susquehanna
SELINSGROVE, Pa. —

Susquehanna University recently re-
leased its Dean’s List for the Spring
2020 semester. The Dean’s List rec-
ognizes students who achieve a grade
point average of 3.4 or higher out of
a possible 4.0 for the semester. To
qualify, students must complete a
minimum of 12 semester hours.

Three Cranford residents were
among the honorees. They are as
follows:

Duncan Horne, a communications
major in the Class of 2020 and a
graduate of Cranford High School.

Samantha Serido, a creative writ-
ing major in the Class of 2020 and
a graduate of Toms River High
School North.

Amber Martino, a communica-
tions major in the Class of 2023
and a graduate of the Union County
Academy for Performing Arts.

Susquehanna, a liberal arts uni-
versity offering more than 100 ma-
jors and minors in business, hu-
manities, arts and sciences, focuses
on intellectual development, global
competence and career success. For
more information, visit susqu.edu.

Caitlin Clancy Earns
Dean’s List Honors

NOTRE DAME, Ind. – Caitlin
Clancy, a resident of Westfield,
earned Dean's List honors at the
University of Notre Dame for the
Spring semester. Students who
achieve Dean’s List at Notre Dame
represent the top 30 percent in their
college. Ms. Clancy, a physics major
minoring in sustainability, finished
the semester with a 4.0.
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Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week • Double Size: $40 per week
Call Jeff Gruman at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

We Sell Space

To Advertise, Contact the Spaceman
Phone: 908-232-4407

email: sales@goleader.com

FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 

Dedicated to providing 
compassionate care 
and dignified  service 
for its Owners and the 
Community for  150 
years. Located in   
Westfield NJ, the Cem-

etery is in an area of 
natural beauty – roll-
ing wooded hills sur-
rounding a tree lined 
pond, tastefully land-
scaped and expertly 
maintained.  

Beauty, Dignity & Peace 
Lots,  Graves, Niches & Mausoleums.  

Faithfully Serving the Public  

Since 1868 on 105 Acres 

Fairview Cemetery 
& Arboretum 
1100 East Broad Street 

Westfield NJ 07090 
(908) 232-0781 

 

Fairviewcemetery1.com 
 

  Instagram at #Fairviewcemetery 
 

 Pond View Mausoleum 
Now  Available  

  “A Lasting Memorial, A Fitting Tribute” 

New Book by
Fanwood Author Tom Kranz

FANWOOD — There's no better
time to leave the 21st century!
“Time Travel Rescue: Escape from
the 21st Century” is great escapist
reading or listening in paperback,
ebook or audiobook. By Fanwood
author Tom Kranz, “Time Travel
Rescue” shows us a dystopian 23rd
century Earth ravaged by
environmental and climate disaster
at the hands of 21st century eco-

corruption. Our hero Rick travels
from the 23rd century back to our
century to stop the madness that
created the bleak world he calls
home. See what all the 5-star
reviews are about! “Time Travel
Rescue” is available on Amazon in
your choice of format.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Scotch Plains Public Library
To Spotlight Kopp Sisters

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will present
“The Astonishing True Story of the
Kopp Sisters” via Zoom on Thursday,
July 9, at 7 p.m. The event is part of
this year’s summer reading theme,
“Imagine Your Story.”

Participants will learn how best-
selling author Amy Stewart brought a
little-known true story from New
Jersey’s past to life.

Ms. Stewart’s Kopp Sisters nov-
els, starting with “Girl Waits with
Gun,” are based on the true story of
three extraordinary women:
Constance, Norma and Fleurette
Kopp. In 2012, Ms. Stewart stumbled
across a 1914 newspaper article about
them and went on to uncover their
amazing history through genealogi-
cal archives, court records, old news-
papers and interviews with family
members. From their story, she has
written a series about the Kopp sis-
ters and their adventures in crime-
fighting.

Ms. Stewart will share photo-
graphs and stories about these
women and the historical back-

ground that shaped their world a
hundred years ago.

Advance registration is required for
this online program. Registered par-
ticipants will receive a Zoom link via
email a day or two in advance. The
registration form, and information
about the entire summer reading pro-
gram, can be found at scotlib.org.

The Scotch Plains Public Library is
grateful to the Friends of the Scotch
Plains Public Library for their gener-
ous support of the entire summer read-
ing program.

2502 14 630 North Avenue West
2506 1 526 North Avenue West
2508 11 601-613 North Avenue West

A map showing the location of the prop-
erties located in the Study Area, along with
a statement setting forth the basis of the
preliminary investigation of the Study Area
and a copy of the investigation report pre-
pared by the Board’s planning consultant,
will be on file at least 10 days before the
hearing date in the Planning Board Office
of the Town of Westfield, located at 959
North Avenue West, Westfield, New Jer-
sey, but are NOT available for public in-
spection at the building due to the COVID-
19 emergency. Anyone interested in re-
viewing these documents may inform the
Planning Board secretary (Linda Jacus:
(Phone) 908-789-4100 ext. 4602; (E- mail)
ljacus@westfieldnj.gov that they wish to
receive copies of same and the Secretary
will arrange to make the documents avail-
able for inspection either electronically or
by delivery of hard copies to the person
requesting the materials.

All persons who are interested in or
would be affected by the preliminary inves-
tigation to determine whether the subject
properties should be determined to be a
redevelopment area according to the crite-
ria set forth in N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5 are
invited  to attend  the meeting  and  ask
questions and provide their objections to
or evidence in favor of such determination.

AS NOTED ABOVE, THIS HEARING
WILL BE A VIRTUAL HEARING. TO
ATTEND THE VIRTUAL HEARING, EN-
TER THE FOLLOWING LINK ON YOUR
COMPUTER OR PERSONAL DEVICE:

Westfield Planning Board
Meeting July 20, 2020 07:30 PM
Zoom Meeting #: 567240016
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

567240016
Telephone # (for higher quality au-

dio): 470-381-2552 or 646-518-9805

1 T - 07/02/20, The Leader Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ON PROPOSED

REDEVELOPMENT AREA

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on Mon-
day, July 20, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. the Plan-
ning Board of the Town of Westfield will
undertake a preliminary investigation pur-
suant to N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-6 to determine
whether the properties described below
qualify as redevelopment areas according
to the criteria set forth in the New Jersey
Local Redevelopment and Housing Law,
N.J.S.A. 40A:12A-5. The Planning Board
will conduct a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEAR-
ING for the purpose of hearing persons
who are interested in or would be affected
by a determination that any of the proper-
ties described below qualify as an “area in
need of redevelopment.”

At the conclusion of the public hearing,
the Planning Board will make a recom-
mendation to the Town Council as to
whether or not the delineated area de-
scribed below, or any part thereof, should
be determined to be an “area in need of
redevelopment.” In the event that some or
all of the properties are determined by the
governing body to be an area in need of
redevelopment, such a determination may
have an impact on the properties so desig-
nated. In particular, a determination that a
property is designated as an area in need
of redevelopment would authorize the
Town of Westfield to use all of the powers
provided by New Jersey law for use in a
redevelopment area, except the power to
acquire property in the designated area by
eminent domain (against the owner’s will)
for redevelopment purposes.

The properties which are the subject of
the preliminary investigation to be con-
ducted by the Planning Board (the “Study
Area”) are listed below:

Block Lot Location

PUBLIC NOTICE

Cranford Library Posts
Youth Writing Contest
CRANFORD — The Cranford Pub-

lic Library is hoping local youth will
find inspiration from this year’s sum-
mer reading theme, “Imagine Your
Story,” and do just that.

Author Dinah Williams will judge a
writing contest for children ages 8 to 12.
Three winners will receive a signed
copy of the newest book from Ms.
Williams. Entitled “True Haunting:
Deadly Disasters,” it is described as “I
Survived...” but with ghosts.

Participants are asked to submit a
true story, no more than 500 words in
length, to L-Antolino@cranfordnj.org
any time now through Monday, July 20.

Ms. Williams’ book is in stock at
“Here’s the Story” bookstore in Union.
Curbside pickup and home delivery are
available.

Local Westfielder Previews
Wines from Around the World

By HILLARY SHOPE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD -- Bill Ludlum, a
local westfielder, is publishing a
weekly wine video called “Happy
Hour at Home on Wednesday.” The
videos are four to five minutes long
and are posted to an Instagram page
and feature wines from a different
country each week.

Bill has lived in Westfield for over
30 years and decided to start record-
ing videos when Covid-19 hit.

“Normally we all have go-to wines.
We go to the store, we go to the
refrigerator if it’s white, or we go pick
the red wine that we normally look
at,” said Bill.

Bill and his son were at the liquor
store a few months ago and decided
to change up their purchase. Bill called
a friend in Spain to get a few sugges-
tions, and is hoping his videos en-
courage people to branch out and try
something new. Bill’s videos are a
family affair. His son, Dan Ludlum, is
his videographer and posts the videos
to Instagram each week.

Since starting his weekly video se-
ries in early April, he has highlighted
wines from around the world.

“We started with Spain, then we
went to two areas in Italy, Chile, Ar-
gentina, California, Oregon, Napa,
Portugal and France. This is some-
thing for fun. I’m not an expert on any
of these things in terms of the wine. I
have to do my research to say a few
good things about the wines and I
decant them in some videos.”

Bill will be recording his next video
clip at Rosie’s Wine Bar in Garwood
on Wednesday, July 8.

Joshua Rosenberg, proprietor of
Rosie’s Wine Bar, is happy to take part.

The duo is still deciding which
wines they will showcase in the video
clip, but they are expecting to show-
case local wines from New York or
New Jersey.

Rosie’s is now back open with out-
door seating available and Josh thanks
the community for all of their support.

Westfielders can follow Bill’s wine
journey on
@happyhourathomewednesdays.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNBLOCK THE CHAKRA...Thea Jackson, owner of Just Bead Yourself, led
a Chakra bracelet-making course on Quimby Street on Friday night. Ms.
Jackson is holding a Chakra pendulum made of a clear quartz crystal over the
head of one of her students to demonstrate how the energy was moving in her
“Crown Chakra.”

Liberty Hall Museum
Announces Reopening

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

UNION — Liberty Hall Museum
will reopen for public tours and
summer programs beginning Thurs-
day, July 9.

In honor of Liberty Hall Museum’s
20th anniversary, Opening Day will
feature complimentary tours of the
historic house and gardens at 10 a.m.,
noon, 2 p.m. and 4 p.m., and an

Opening Day Reception. The recep-
tion will be held at 5:30 p.m. out-
doors on the museum grounds and
will feature light snacks, including
wine and cheese, and an opportunity
to meet the museum's organizational
leadership, staff and new executive
director, Rachael Goldberg.

The Opening Day tours and recep-
tion require a reservation and will
have limited ticket availability to
ensure social distancing guidelines.
All are welcome. For more informa-
tion or to purchase tickets, please
visit the museum’s website,
libertyhall.kean.edu.

For the month of July, the museum
will be open for pre-ticketed tours
offered at 10 a.m., noon and 2 p.m.,
Friday through Sunday. All tickets
must be purchased at least 24 hours
ahead of the tour time and will be
limited to ensure social-distancing
guidelines can be met. In addition,
the museum will offer private, after-
hours tours at 4 p.m. or later for
individuals or groups of 10 or less.
To arrange a private tour, please con-
tact the museum at (908) 527-0400
two weeks in advance.

For all of its activities and events,
the museum will follow the directives
provided by the CDC and the New
Jersey Department of Health to ensure
the health and safety of all visitors.
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From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times — com-
plete accounts can be found at
goleader.com

June 14, 2019: Strong pitch-
ing and strong defense on the

part of both teams dominated
play between the 12-year old
Westfield Blue and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders in Pool A
play during the Cal Ripken Dis-
trict 12 Tournament at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield on June 14.
But it took a sacrifice fly ball to
right field off the bat of Ryan Daly
to allow Bennett Ayala to tag up
from third base and score the
winning run in the bottom of the
seventh inning to give the Blue
Devils a 3-2 victory.

Blue Devil pitchers Josh Green-

wood and Drew Pravlik combined
to allow eight hits but only one
walk and one hit batter, while
striking out four batters. Raider
pitchers Cooper Stahley, Jack
Sponheimer and Xavier Vega al-
lowed only four clean hits, while
striking out three, but the Blue
Devils took advantage of seven
walks and a hit batter.

June 15, 2019: Fire power up
and down the lineup, very ag-
gressive base running and effec-
tive pitching belonged to Cranford
when the Cougars overran the
Millburn Blue, 11-1, in four in-
nings during Pool A play of the
Cal Ripken District 12 12U Tour-
nament at Gumbert 3 Field in

Westfield on June 15. The Cou-
gars upped their record to 3-0 to
take over the top spot in Pool A.

Tyler Veltre crushed an RBI
ground rule double and sizzled a
two-run single, while scoring
once. Josh Ketschke singled
twice, scored twice and stole a
pair of bases. Mike Zalinkanskas
rapped an RBI double, singled
and scored once.

June 16, 2019: Liam Garrett
tossed a complete game shutout
as Westfield Blue defeated
Millburn Blue, 7-0, in a Cal Ripken
District 12 12U Pool A game
played on June 16 at Gumbert
Field 1 in Westfield. Drew Pravlik

dropped an RBI single into short
leftfield that plated Brandon Kelly,
who doubled. Ryan Daly whacked
a two-run double. Tyler Pietrewicz
ripped a one-out RBI single and
Aaron Ives delivered an RBI
single. Josh Greenwood and
Pavlik would add RBI singles in
the sixth inning.

June 21, 2019: Fifteen run
rule cut a Babe Ruth District 13U
Tournament Pool play game short
in the bottom of the fourth inning
when Ryan Carracino slammed a
double to centerfield, scoring
Owen Baratta with the 16th run
to give the Cranford Cougars a
16*-1 victory over Westfield on
the turf at Memorial Field in
Cranford on June 21. *Ben

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports
D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

David B. Corbin (June 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JUST A LITTLE OUT OF REACH...Cougar catcher Kyle Fay lunges in an effort to tag Millburn’s
Henry Jacobs in the third inning of the Cal Ripken 12U District 12 semifinals at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield on June 22, 2017.

David B. Corbin (July 2007 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING HIS PRESENCE KNOWN…American Legion “Rookie” slugger Ed Belford is congratu-
lated by Tony Williams after hammering a grand slam homer on June 28, 2007. Belford, also in inset,
finished with seven RBI.

Probitas Verus Honos
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Monahan actually scored a 17th
run on Carracino’s double but the
15-run spread was all that was
needed.

Tom Buckman started on the
mound for the Cougars and was
relieved by Sean Riley with one
out in the top of the first inning
after he hit a batter and walked
the next two. Riley went on to
retire the next eight batters that
he faced until the top of the
fourth. Riley ended up yielding
just one hit and a walk, while

striking out three Blue Devils.
Baratta went 3-for-4 with four

runs scored and an RBI. Monahan
went 3-for-3 with a double and a
walk, three RBI and four runs
scored. Dan Olear went 3-for-3
with three RBI and two runs
scored. Carracino rapped an RBI
single, a two-run double, walked,
was hit by a pitch and scored
once.

Westfield’s only run came in
the fourth. Randy Davis drilled a
leadoff single to left and Paul

Shyposh walked. After Davis stole
third, he scored on Tommy
Hyland’s looping force out into
shallow right field.

June 20, 2018: Cougar Ben
Monahan was flowing well on the
mound but was involved in a
tight duel with Raider starter
Anthony Veglia until his team’s
bats came alive with four runs in
the fourth inning to snap a 1-1 tie
en route to a 5-1 Cranford vic-
tory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
in the Cal Ripken 12U District 12

Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field
in Westfield on June 20.

In his six innings, Monahan,
working with Sean Woodruff be-
hind the plate, yielded only a
single to Sam Sponheimer and
Luke Doyle, whom he also hit
with a pitch. Veglia allowed just
two hits and a walk in the first
three innings, while striking out
one Cougar. After retiring the
first batter in the fourth, Veglia
yielded a single and an RBI

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (June 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SQUARING OFF TO BUNT...Westfield Blue batter Tyler Pietrewicz squares off to bunt in the game
against the SPF Raiders during the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament 12U Pool A play at Gumbert
2 Field in Westfield on June 14, 2019.

Fred Lecomte (June 2005 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LINING UP TO SHAKE HANDS…The Scotch Plains Youth 8-year-old tournament team lines up
to shake hands after defeating East Brunswick, 14-0, in the second round of the Roselle Park
Tournament (June 26, 2005).
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scored, Chris Santarelli had an
RBI single and Will Kahney
singled. Dan Olear drew the Cou-
gars’ only walk.

June 21, 2018: Veteran Lou
Balestriere and “Rock” Sarna
scored the go-ahead run plus an
insurance run in the top of the
seventh inning thanks to respec-
tive RBI from Pete Chemidlin
and Jason Virgil then veteran
pitcher Harold Hopler sat the
opponents down 1-2-3 in the

bottom of the inning to reward
St. Michael with a 7-5 triumph
over St. Anthony in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on June 21.

Outstanding defense ruled. St.
Mike right fielder Virgil robbed
John Deitch of a hit with a snow
cone grab. Shortstop Balestriere
demonstrated his leaping ability
by corralling a liner off the bat of
Shawn Yaney then third baseman

Jim Killeen did the same to bring
down Gerry Riepe’s liner. Killeen
also scooped Bruce Logan’s sharp
grounder, stepped on third for
the second out then instinctively
rifled to first to complete an in-
ning-ending double play. Sarna
chased down a difficult fly in
leftfield and Chemidlin did the
same in centerfield. Catcher Bob
Cihanowycz alertly grabbed a
short popup in front of the plate
and fired to Balestriere covering

second for a key force out and
Corey Woodring hauled in a dif-
ficult popup in shallow right field.

June 22, 2017: Familiar foes
met again, this time at the 12U
level in the semifinal round of the
Cal Ripken District 12 Tourna-
ment on Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield. Fierce competition was
expected and both teams deliv-
ered when the Cranford Gold
seized an early 7-2 lead then

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (June 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AVOIDING THE PICK OFF...Summit’s Brett Colon, No. 9, dives back to first to avoid being tagged
out by Cranford Gold first baseman Nick Pomponio in the third inning of the Cal Ripken District
12 Championship in Westfield on June 24, 2017.

David B. Corbin (June 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STEALING THIRD BASE...Cranford Cougar Owen Baratta swipes third base as Blue Devil third
baseman Randy Davis awaits the throw during the Babe Ruth 13U Tournament at Memorial Field
in Cranford on June 21, 2019.
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double before being relieved by
Chris Kennedy, who finished the
game.

The Cougars totaled 10 hits,
which included some very nice
bunt singles. Owen Baratta went
2-for-3 with an RBI and Dennis
McCaffery also went 2-for-3 and
scored once. Jack Zambito ripped
an RBI double and scored once
and Woodruff rapped an RBI
single and scored once. Monahan
and Dylan Falk both singled and CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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hip of Millburn starting pitcher
Steve Echavarria. Ryan Nicho-
las, Angelo Fiorenza and Nick
Pomponio each singled and
scored once and Dan Connolly
singled, while Shane Jarosz
scored twice and Kevin Shriner
walked twice and had an RBI.

June 24, 2017: Pitcher Shane
Jarosz tossed a two-hitter, while
walking only one, and his team
provided more than adequate
offense, including a pair of home
runs, to earn the Cranford Gold

the Cal Ripken 12U District 12
crown with a 10-1 victory over
the Summit Hilltoppers at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield.
The Gold finished 4-0 in pool play
then beat Millburn-Short Hills, 8-
6, in the semifinals. Summit, los-
ers only to Cranford Gold in pool
play, bumped off several quality
teams, including South Orange-
Maplewood in the semis on their
journey to the championship
game.

Lucca Limeira hammered a

grand slam home run over the
leftfield fence. Kyle Fay blasted a
lofty two-run home run over the
right field fence.

June 27, 2017: Standout
pitching from starter Josh Green-
wood and reliever Liam Garrett
carried Westfield Blue past
Cranford Blue, 2-0, in their first
round Cal Ripken 10U District 12
game played on June 27 at Booth
Field in Scotch Plains. Garrett
also provided the game-winning
RBI with a single up the middle in

the top of the first inning that put
Westfield up 1-0. That was all
Westfield would need, as to-
gether, Greenwood and Garrett
would limit Cranford to just three
hits the entire game.

June 21, 2016: Longest game
on the longest day featuring the
long ball resulted in a knockdown
drag out battle between the
Westfield Blue and the Cranford
12U baseball teams in the final
game of Pool B play of the Cal

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SLIDING HOME FOR THE SCORE...Scotch Plains-Fanwood 10U’s Evan Doyle slides under the
tag of Watchung Hills catcher Mike Epifano in the first inning of the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament. SPF won 12-3 (June 22, 2016).

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLOWING IN WITH A DOUBLE...Westfield Blue’s Ryan Friedberg, No. 23, slides into second with
a double in the fourth inning as Cranford shortstop Jake Chapman gets the throw. Cranford won
the 20-15 homerfest on June 21, 2016.
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held off a Millburn-Short Hills
comeback attempt to exit the
field with an 8-6 victory and earn
its ticket to the championship
game against Summit on June
24.

The Gold totaled nine hits. Kurt
Petschow doubled, scored once
and had an RBI. Jake Carter (run
scored), Kyle Fay (run scored)
and Tom Blanche each tapped an
RBI single. Lucca Limeira got a
double that never left the infield
after his shot ricocheted off the CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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launched and two ground-rule
doubles to go with four addi-
tional doubles and several fly
balls that were caught near the
fence emphasized the power pa-
rade. Cougars Dan DeMarco and
Will Gallagher emerged as the
“Kings of Clout” with two home
runs apiece. DeMarco began with
a two-run homer in the first and
finished with a three-run shot in
the fifth and squeezed in a single
in the third, while scoring three

times. Gallagher began with a
ground-rule RBI double and
added a pair of solo homers,
while scoring three times.

Cougar Lukas Ruby and Blue
Devil Steve Harvey were defi-
nitely in their court with home
runs of their own. Ruby, who
went 3-for-3 with a two-run
homer and three RBI, was also
hit-by-a-pitch twice and scored
three times. Harvey also went 3-
for-3 with a three-run shot in the

first, scored three times and was
walked once.

June 22, 2016: Millburn barely
survived a spirited comeback at-
tempt by Westfield Blue, hang-
ing on for an 18-16 victory in a
Ripken 10U District 12 contest
held on June 22 at Memorial Field
in Scotch Plains.

Needing three runs simply to
extend the game another in-
ning, Westfield Blue got them
and then some by blasting out

11 runs in the fifth to pull within
one at 16-15. Kellen Edwards
and John DiGregorio got the rally
started with back-to-back
singles. Chris Shinners slashed
a two-run triple. Lorenzo Enright
followed with an RBI double.
Edwards also launched a two-
run triple to deep centerfield.
DiGregorio followed with an al-
most identical blast that scored
Edwards.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (June 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPLETING THE PUTOUT...Cougar first baseman Dennis McCaffery catches the throw to
complete the putout as Raider Evan Doyle approaches the bag in the fourth inning at Gumbert 1 Field
on June 20, 2018. The Cougars won 5-1.

David B. Corbin (June 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST...Westfield White 10U runner Anthony Buoscio steps on first before the
ball gets to the glove of Berkeley Heights’ Basil Castrovinci in the Ripken Tournament at Booth Field
in Scotch Plains (June 22, 2015).
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Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert Field 1 in Westfield.
When all the dust had resettled
on the base paths, the Cougars
emerged victorious, 20-15, to
complete their pool play record
at 4-0 and to receive the top
seed in their bracket for the play-
offs. Westfield advanced to face
New Providence in its first-round
playoff game.

Six fence-clearing home runs,
five by the Cougars, were CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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lead then hung tough defensively
in the bottom of the inning to
defeat the young Cougars.

Pioneer pitcher Dean Licari
went the distance and yielded
four hits, a walk and two hit
batters, while striking out five.
Cougar starter Dan Abrahamsen
pitched four and a third innings,
allowing one run on two hits and
two walks, while striking out
three. Reliever Will Gallagher
yielded two earned runs, two hits
and two walks, while striking out

two. The Cougars scored three in
the fourth when Jake Chapman
doubled, Gallagher reached on
an error then Lukas Ruby crushed
a three-run homer over the
centerfield fence.

June 17, 2015: Solid hitting
and dominant pitching propelled
Westfield (Black) to a 12-0 win
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
the Cal Ripken 12U Baseball Tour-
nament playoffs held at Gumbert
Field 2 in Westfield. Starting
pitcher Tom Clancy struck out

seven batters in two and a third
innings of work, allowing just
one hit. Clancy helped his own
cause with a game-ending three
run home run over the left
centerfield fence in the bottom of
the fourth inning. Matt Melao
also blasted a three run homer
over the centerfield fence.

June 17, 2015: Pool B play for
the Westfield Blue 12U baseball
team ended with a 7-3 victory
over Springfield in the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at

Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield.
Slugger Drew Pink pummeled a
three-run home run over the
centerfield fence in the third in-
ning to put the Westfield Blue in
the driver’s seat for the remain-
der of the game.

Pink also added a single and
finished 2-for-3 with two runs
scored and teammate John
Thorburn made good on his one
at-bat with a two-run single in
the fourth inning. Leadoff hitter

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (June 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IN TIME FOR THE OUT...Westfield Blue first baseman John Thorburn gets the throw from short
in time to get the putout on Springfield’s Zach Friedman at Gumbert 3 Field on June 17, 2015.
Westfield won 7-3.

David B. Corbin (June 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE TYING RUN...Cranford’s Joe Carrea slides home safely on a squeeze play in the
sixth inning as the ball deflects off Westfield Black catcher Matt Melao. Cranford added another
successful bunt to win, 2-1 (June 19, 2015).
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June 25, 2016: Trying to at-
tain a similar status that the
Cranford, Westfield and Millburn
youth baseball teams have en-
joyed for more than a decade
would be a difficult chore but the
New Providence 12U baseball
team proved that it deserved the
recognition in the Pool B bracket
finals of the Cal Ripken District
12 Tournament at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield. The young Pio-
neers plated three runs in the top
of the sixth inning to grab a 4-3 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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tween the Cranford Cougars and
the Westfield Black at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield.

Westfield Black was clinging to
a 1-0 lead entering that fateful
inning. With Cougar Joe Carrea,
who singled and stole second,
and Luke Pachkowski, who also
singled and stole second, lurking
at third and second, respectively,
Parker Melchiorre dropped a bunt
between home and the pitcher’s
mound as Carrea came barreling
towards the plate. Carrea slid

under Westfield catcher Matt
Melao, tying the score as the
throw deflected off his glove.
Pachkowski was now on third as
Tommy Korzeneski stepped to
the plate. Westfield pitcher Ian
Gannaway released the ball and
Korzeneski put down a perfect
bunt single between the mound
and the first baseline as
Pachkowski sprinted home to give
Cranford a 2-1 victory.

June 22, 2015: Drama
reached its height in the bottom

of the sixth inning in a Cal Ripken
10U District 12 Tournament
quarterfinal game between Ber-
keley Heights and Westfield White
at Booth Field in Scotch Plains.
With the score tied, 4-4, and with
Ethan Stack’s pinch runner
Connor Loggie on first base, Noah
Fischer stepped to the plate and
crushed a two-run home run over
the left-centerfield fence to give
the Westfield White 10s that dra-
matic, 6-4, victory.

Fischer pitched four innings for

the Westfield White and allowed
three hits, while walking one and
striking out three. Ben Kelly
pitched the next two innings,
giving up two hits and walking
two, while striking out one.

June 24, 2014: Three was a
charm for the Cranford Cougar
12s, who had lost to Westfield
twice this season, but this time
everything went their way offen-
sively and defensively in a 16-5,
four-inning triumph in the semi-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (June 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STILL IN CONTROL...Cranford catcher Shane Van Dam still has control of the ball after tagging
out New Providence Pioneer James Pazdera in the second inning of the Cal Ripken District 12
Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field (June 25, 2016).

David B. Corbin (July 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WATCHING INTENTLY...The home base umpire watches intently as Cougar Connor Katz slides
in to score as Westfield catcher Vic Coustan awaits the ball in the second inning at Gumbert 1 Field
in Westfield on June 24, 2014.
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Jack Barsa singled, scored once
and had an RBI. Robert McIntyre
walked in all three of his plate
appearances and scored twice.
Enzo Mizerek whacked a double
and scored once.

June 19, 2015: Rarely does
anyone ever get to witness a
successful suicide squeeze per-
formed in 12-year-old baseball.
But two in a row is unheard of.
That is until the bottom of the
sixth inning in the Cal Ripken
District 12 semifinal game be- CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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June 26, 2014: Jake DiClerico
blasted a key two-run home run
when all the chips were down
and Jeremy Ruka rapped the win-
ning RBI single in the seventh
inning to earn the Cranford 12s a
6-5 victory over the Millburn
White to claim the Cal Ripken
District 12 Championship at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield.

June 29, 2014: Never give up
attitude and strong pitching down
the line gave the Elizabeth Elmora

10s baseball team the opportu-
nity to pull off a 7-6 come-from-
behind victory over the Westfield
Silver at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield. Griffin Murphy went
2-for-2 with two RBI and a run
scored for Westfield and Connor
Daly rapped a pair of singles and
scored once.

June 20, 2013: Matt Crowley
hammered a grand slam home
run in the bottom of the fifth
inning to catapult the Westfield

Blue baseball team to an 8-4
victory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Blue in Pool B play of
the Cal Ripken District 12 Tour-
nament at Gumbert 2 Field in
Westfield. Raider catcher John
Koseoglu went 3-for-3, including
a two-run double. (17june22)

June 21, 2013: Opportunities
knocked and the Westfield White
12-year-old baseball boys took
advantage to win their fourth
straight in Pool A play of the Cal

Ripken District 12 Tournament
with a 6-3 victory over the South
Orange/Maplewood Cougars at
Gumbert 2 Field in Westfield.
Nathan Hefner, Tommy Colicchio
and Sean Boley combined to al-
low just five hits, while walking
six and striking out seven. Hefner
and Ian Rosen each drilled a
double and scored once for
Westfield. Matt Leone launched
a solo home run.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING BACK IN TIME...Westfield Blue’s Sean Flynn, No. 23, gets back to first in time before
Raider first baseman Dan Wilkinson makes the tag. Westfield Blue staggered the Raiders, 16-6, on
June 26, 2013.

David B. Corbin (June 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT THIRD...Raider Blue team’s Nick Merkel slides into third base just after being
tagged out by Westfield Blue third baseman Matt Crowley in the second inning at Gumbert 2 Field
in Westfield on June 20, 2013.
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final round of the Cal Ripken
District 12 Tournament at
Gumbert 1 Field. Cougar Nick
Black bashed a pair of two-run
doubles and scored three times,
and Connor Katz crunched a two-
run home run and scored three
runs. Westfield’s Tim Alliegro,
who blasted two home runs in a
5-4 victory over the Cougars,
added a two-run homer, walked
and scored in his two plate ap-
pearances. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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and stealing a base. John
Koseoglu, who scored in both of
his at-bats, led the Raiders with
a two-run home run and a single,
and Dan Wilkinson, in two plate
appearances, walked and
launched a towering two-run
shot.

June 27, 2013: Clutch hits in
the fourth and fifth innings al-
lowed the Westfield 11-year-old
baseball team to scoot past a
solid Berkeley Heights team, 5-
4, in North Jersey All-Star League

play at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield. Henry Meiselman, who
whacked a ground-rule double in
the second, chopped a two-run
single over first base in the fourth
to give Westfield a 3-2 lead. Will
Kessler drilled a two-run double
down the first baseline to put
Westfield ahead, 5-3, in the fifth.

June 30, 2012: Stubborn de-
fense and gutsy pitching made
for a quick and very well-played
game between the Westfield
White 12s and the Scotch Plains-

Fanwood 12s in the seeded round
of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tour-
nament at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield. The Raiders overcame
a 2-0 deficit with a run in the
fourth and two more in the fifth
then held on to claim a 3-2 vic-
tory.

Raider Nick McCormack, who
had the two hardest-hit balls of
the game, hammered a solo home
run over the centerfield fence in
the fourth inning. Michael Leegan
(2-for-3) tapped what turned out

to be the winning RBI single in
the fifth inning to bring home
Anthony DiNizo, who had singled.
Alex Apostolos had two hits for
Westfield and Jake Vall-Llobera
doubled, walked and stole a base.

June 30, 2011: Spelling of
the name was the least of St.
Killian’s worries when they took
a hard thump early from the
jolting St. John boys, who
rumbled on to a 16-6 victory in
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Soft-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE PUTOUT AT HOME...Westfield Blue’s catcher Victor Coustan makes the tag on
Berkeley Heights’ Peyton Hopech in the first inning at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 27, 2013.
Westfield pulled out a 5-4 victory.

David B. Corbin (July 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREVENTING A RALLY AT HOME PLATE…Westfield White’s Matt Storcks gets tagged out at
the plate by Cranford catcher Andrew DiFrancesco after a fine throw from third baseman Sean
Feeney in the third inning (June 25, 2008).
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June 26, 2013: Timidity at
the plate was not an issue when
the Westfield Blue baseball team
and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Blue met for the second time in
the Cal Ripken District 12 Tour-
nament semifinals at Gumbert 1
Field in Westfield. Westfield Blue
won 16-6. Matt McIntyre led the
Blue Devils’ 13-hit attack by
reaching base all four times,
which included a two-run home
run, an RBI single and another
single, while scoring three times CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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going 3-for-3, including a triple,
with an RBI and three runs scored.

June 30, 2011: Passion for
one’s work would place a person
steps above others, who would
just put in the time to collect a
paycheck. That passion is what
Steve Ciccotelli has always dem-
onstrated ever since he entered
the teaching profession.

As of June 30, Ciccotelli, a
Health & Physical Education
teacher at Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School, has retired after 20
years in the district, but he will
remain as Head Coach of the
football team.

June 18, 2010: The Westfield
White topped Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 11-year-old baseball
team, 15-8, in the New Provi-
dence Green League at Gumbert
Field. Westfield starting pitcher
Jared Hooey and relievers Dan
Audino, Kevin Campanello and
Kobi Wolf demonstrated their

control by yielding just six hits,
while combining for eight
strikeouts.

Hooey (2-run double, stole
home), Zack Rodriques (2-for-2,
RBI), Wolf (3 RBI, double, run
scored), Mike Moriarity (2 RBI),
Mike Mohr-Ramirez (2-run
double), “Rudy” Connor Root (RBI
double) and O’Brien (2-run
double) led the White’s 10-hit
attack. Adam Miller was the
Raider starting pitcher and the

relievers were Brody Rash,
George Mueller and Bobby
Nugent. Rash and Mueller each
tagged a two-run double.

June 21, 2010: Flame throw-
ing Eric Donohue tossed a one-
hitter, walked two and struck out
four as the Cranford 12-year-old
baseball team defeated Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 10-0, in four
innings in the first round of the
Cal Ripken District 12 Tourna-

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (July 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CATCHING A THIEF…Westfield White shortstop Mark Walter gets the throw from catcher Jake
Vall-Llobera in time to nail Raider Andrew Kriney at second. The Raiders edged Westfield, 3-2, in
the seeded round of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament (June 30, 2012).

David B. Corbin (July 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHECKING FOR THE CALL...Millburn catcher Brandon Krikorian, left, and Cougar Connor
Katz check for the ump’s call in the top of the seventh inning in what turned out to be the winning
run in the Cal Ripken District 12 Championship game at Gumbert 2 Field (June 26, 2014).
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ball League action.
The biggest thumper for the

“John Boys” was pitcher John
Deitch, who hammered a two-
run homer, an RBI double and an
RBI single, while scoring twice in
the 21-hit bombardment. Gus
Alvarez inflicted plenty of offen-
sive pain also with a two-run
double, an RBI double and a
single, while scoring three times.
Rookie Joe Elias found open ter-
ritory in all three of his at-bats, CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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with several long balls en route
to a 12-2, four-inning Cranford
victory over Westfield Blue in the
Cal Ripken 12-year-old District
12 baseball Tournament at
Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield.
Westfield Blue’s Kyle McIntyre
ripped a double in the third in-
ning, and Eddie Encinas laid down
a perfect squeeze RBI bunt single
in the second inning.

Cougar Nick Ballas blasted a
two-run home run and a two-run
double, and Brendan Kane also

crushed a two-run homer and a
two-run double. Josh Cucuzzella
went 3-for-3 with three runs
scored, and Joe Norton had a
pair of singles, scored twice and
pulled off a deceptive steal in the
third inning.

June 25, 2009: Three un-
earned runs in the first inning
was just enough to give Scotch
Plains-Fanwood a 3-2 victory over
Westfield in American Legion
Senior baseball at Park Middle
School in Scotch Plains. Blue Devil

pitchers Tripp Nugent, Phil Russo
and Justin White combined for a
two-hitter, while striking out
seven and allowing just two
walks. Raider starting pitcher
Jordan Bayroff allowed six hits
and one run, while striking out
two and walking three in five
innings. Reliever John Howarth
pitched two innings of no-hit ball,
fanned three and walked four.

June 25, 2009: Tied 5-5 in
the bottom of the fifth inning, St.
Aloysius kept an unblemished

record intact when Kevin
Woodring alertly slipped home
for a 6-5 victory over St. Mat-
thew in St. Bartholomew’s
Oldtimers Men’s Softball League
action at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains. St. Matthew’s Tom
Straniero had an RBI double, a
single and scored a run.

June 25, 2008: Aggressive-
ness on the base paths and at the
plate got the Cranford 12-year-
old baseball team on the high

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A FACE FULL OF DUST…Westfield Blue’s Jared Glassman, right, slides home safely
in the second inning but stirs up a cloud of dust in the face of Cougar catcher Joe Norton (June 25,
2010). The Cougars won 12-2.

David B. Corbin (June 2001 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A SULTAN OF SWAT...Elizabeth Resolute slugger Mike Flanagan whacks the first of his seven hits
in a Vintage Base Ball game against Flemington Neshanock at Echo Lake Park in mid June 2001 in
Mountainside. The Resolutes won 51-16.
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ment at Gumbert Field 2 in
Westfield. Brandon Kane (2-for-
2, 2 runs scored) crushed a three-
run homer. Donohue finished 2-
for-2 with three runs scored and
hammered a solo blast. Pat Knight
doubled, singled, scored twice
and swiped a pair of bases. Joe
Norton had an RBI double and an
RBI single, and scored once.

June 25, 2010: Lefty Pat
Knight mixed his wicked break-
ing ball well with his fastball place-
ments, and the offense unloaded CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror at Local Sports
passed ball.

Blue Devil Dylan Elliott (run
scored) did very well in his three
plate appearances with a two-
run double, an RBI double and
being hit by a pitch. Matt Storcks
ripped a pair of doubles, scored
twice and walked. Chris Arena
singled and had an RBI.

June 28, 2007: Union County
Senior 50+ Softball League
“rookie” shortstop Ed Belford’s
offensive and defensive display
of brilliance was overshadowed

by a seventh-inning strategic
maneuver that produced a six-
run merry-go-round to give
Antone’s Pub a 12-11 come-from-
behind victory over the first-
placed American Legion at
Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains.
Belford cleared the bases in the
first inning with a grand slam
home run then added a single
with a run scored, an RBI single
and a two-run single to finish 4-
for-4 with seven RBI.

June 28, 2006: Little or no

mercy was offered when Watson
Avenue trounced the McClellan
softball men with a merry go-
around of 12 runs in the first
inning that led to a 15-5 win in
the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball
Association at Forest Road Park.
Jay Cook blasted two homers,
Chris Freisen cracked a two-run
homer, Quinten Redding ham-
mered a three-run double and
Lee Musler banged a single,
doubled and tripled for three RBI.

David B. Corbin (June 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THERE BEFORE THE THROW…Cougar Sean Feeney steals second base before the
throw gets to Raider second baseman Frank Degnan in the second inning (Summer clash June 22,
2010).

Fred K. Lecomte (July 2006 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A RALLY…Watson rightfielder Chris Freisen got a ‘safe-at-home’ call after
pounding a towering two-run homer despite the efforts of catcher Paul Stofa. Watson tallied 12 runs
in the first inning (June 28, 2006).
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road to the Cal Ripken District 12
championship with a 14-4 vic-
tory over Westfield White at
Gumbert Field in Westfield. An-
drew DiFrancesco, who went 4-
for-4 with a double, three runs
scored and an RBI, was the chief
thief with seven stolen bases.
Sean Feeney, who pitched the
final two innings, provided po-
tent poke with three hits, includ-
ing a triple, four RBI and three
runs scored. He also swiped three
bases and scooted home on a
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to life with a 27-hit attack and
pounced bewildered St. Mike, 20-
1, in St. Bartholomew’s Oldtimers
Softball League action. Dave
Rothenberg walloped a two-run
homer and a two-run single. Jar-
ring Jeff Friedlander scored three
times and thumped a towering
solo home run. Jim Steger went
3-for-3 with a triple, two RBI and
two runs scored, and Al Antoine
went 3-for-3 with a double, an
RBI and two runs scored.

The previous century:

Steve Kim (Image One Hour Photo June 2004)) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GUNNED DOWN AT SECOND BASE…Blue Devil catcher Mike Murray fired to shortstop Adam
Gerckens, right, in time to gun down Oratory base runner Joe Serifini attempting to steal second in
the third inning during Senior Legion play in Westfield on June 24, 2004.

David B. Corbin (July 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAJOR FACTOR IN THE GAME…Raider catcher Kyle Berwick blocks the plate as Blue Devil
Brett Johnson attempts to score in the second inning. Johnson was called out. The Raiders won 3-
2 (June 25, 2009).

June 25, 1999: A determined
and unified Mattress Factory
surged early with a seven-run
first inning and avenged an ear-
lier season loss to slow down A.
J. Jersey, 11-3, in Westfield Soft-
ball League action at Tamaques
Park. Jordan Scher put the top-
ping on the cake by icing a solo
home run in the fifth. Tim Walsh,
Tom Perrotta, Scott Johnson, Ron
Shovlin, Clint Factor, Joe Walsh
and Chris Masterson scored in
the first inning.
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gion baseball team did win its
sixth straight game with a, 6-4,
topping of Oratory in Westfield.
Mike Murray went 3-for-4 with
two ground rule doubles, two
RBI and a run scored. Sam Kim
went 2-for-2 with two runs scored
and a stolen base, while Craig
Ellis went 2-for-4 with two RBI
and two runs scored.

June 22, 2001: A torrential
downpour of softballs was plung-
ing into outfield at Brookside Park.
The metal sticks of St. Louis lunged

June 26, 2005: The SP-F
Youth Baseball Association 8-
year-old tournament team
crushed the East Brunswick All
Stars, 14-0, in the second round
of the Roselle Park Tournament.
Starting pitcher Zach Lipshitz
allowed just three hits and one
walk, while fanning seven in three
innings. Kevin Maxwell had two
hits and four RBI.

June 24, 2004: Victory No. 6
did not come as easy as ex-
pected, but the Westfield Sr. Le-
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