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floor,” Walsh said.
“I got two of the best shooters

[Walsh, Rooney] in the county
right here. They like to get open a
lot. It’s easy! That’s my game.
I’ve always been looking to assist
other players. I would rather have
the assists than the points to help
the team out,” Echausse said.

But Walsh did return the favor
to set Echausse up with a 3-
banger

“He did! I don’t really shoot the
ball. Coach gets on me for that
but once I’m open, he hit me for
three and I made it, so we both
work with each other,” Echausse
said.

On two occasions when
Echausse would inbound from
underneath the basket, he caught
the Cardinals off-guard and
flicked the ball on the left side to

Walsh, who banged in two of his
3-pointers. Rooney would line up
on the right side if Walsh was
covered.

“We have this setup where me
and Jake are the options in the
corner for three. I guess Jake
was getting all the love. The ball
kept going to him. He had the
open shots but he was knocking
them down,” Rooney said.

The Cardinals were pinching
Rooney heavily all game and until
the final quarter when he scored
six points, he had only one lay-
up and two free throws. But
Rooney, who had two assists and
a steal, made up for it with eight
rebounds.

“I wasn’t shooting as well as I
would like to tonight. I had to
contribute somehow, so I was on
defense and rebounds this

game,” Rooney said.
The Blue Devils won the first

quarter handily, 17-6, which in-
cluded trip 3-pointers from Walsh
and another from Jack Spellman,
who finished with six points, two
rebounds, a block and an assist.

Sophomore Logan Howland, who
was big time under the boards
with 10 rebounds and three blocks,
netted three of his five points.

Plainfield outscored the Blue
Devils, 11-8, in the second quar-
ter to make the score 25-17 at
the half. Blue Devil Declan
McCauley, on assists from Walsh
and Rooney, scored four points,
and Walsh sank his fourth 3-
pointer.

Westfield won the third quar-
ter 15-11 to put Westfield ahead,
40-28. Echausse sank his 3-
pointer to begin the quarter and
Walsh sank his fifth 3-pointer.

The fourth quarter gave the
Blue Devils the shakes after Car-
dinal Jamarques Lawrence sank
a pair of free throws and Tahmir
Ellis followed with two lay-ups to
narrow the score to 40-34. With

2:58 on the clock, Echausse went
to the line and sank one of his
two free throws then Rooney sank
one free throw. Cardinal Tyejuan
Taylor, who was a menace under
the boards all afternoon with re-
bounds to go with his acts of
thievery, put in a lay-up then
Lawrence added a lay-up to get
his team to within four points
with :43.6 remaining. Rooney
was fouled and sank one of two
free throws. But he was fouled
two more times and sank all four
to secure the victory.

“I knew he could do it,” Walsh
expressed. “He missed the first
one or so but I had confidence in
him. He’s a great player and I
knew he would come up big for
us in the last seconds.”
Plainfield   6 11 11 11 39
Westfield 17   8 15   7 47
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