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WALSH PUTS IN 17 POINTS; ROONEY NETS 10 POINTS, 8 REBOUNDS; HOWLAND 10 REBOUNDS

Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off Cardinals in 4th Quarter, 47-39
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relatively smooth sailing for
the Westfield High School boys
basketball team ran into a sea of
difficulty early in the fourth quar-
ter when they hosted the

Plainfield Cardinals at Westfield
High School on January 3. Carry-
ing a 12-point lead entering the
quarter, the Blue Devils seemed
to lose focus and rush their
passes, and the Cardinals capi-
talized with a 6-0 run with only

three minutes remaining until
senior co-captains Andrew
Echausse sank one free throw
and Griffin Rooney sank six of
eight free throws to award their
team with a 47-39 victory.

“It’s been a problem for us this
whole year. We are trying to get
better. I think we just panic a lot.
That’s the big thing. Like some
kids will trap in the corner and we
will just give it away. Our coaches

have been working on it for the
past few days but we’ve gotten a
lot better,” Echausse explained.

“Plainfield is a good team. They
like to press up and I think for a
little bit we just forgot what we
have been working on all week
preparing for Plainfield. Once
coach got on us, we all started to
click. We said we got to take care
of this ball. We can’t keep press-
ing like we’ve been doing. We
settled it down and that’s when
we really started going up,”

Rooney explained.
Senior co-captain Jake Walsh

(steal, assist) led the Blue Devils
with 17 points, which included
five 3-pointers. Echausse (3
points, 2 rebounds) led the team
with six assists and Walsh turned
out to be his primary recipient on
this afternoon.

“We have a similar play style.
We like to push, so he makes
everybody release on the attack.
It’s really easy having him on the
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