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NJFO’s NYE Concert ‘Broadway
Through The Ages’ Brings Joy

SCOTCH PLAINS — Join fellow
community members for the Scotch

Plains Public Library’s ever-popu-
lar Sunday Sounds series.

On Sunday, January 12, at 2 p.m.,
Fiona Tyndall celebrates the songs
of Robert Burns and other Celtic
music. Ms. Tyndall originally hails
from County Clare, Ireland. Her deep
love of traditional Irish music re-
sulted in her first album, “Deirin
De,” which blended traditional lyr-
ics with innovative arrangements.
Her musical interests have further
expanded since living in the
Princeton area. Ms. Tyndall sang Big
Band with The Funkin’ Soulnuts,
has performed at varied events as
lead singer of rock group, Uncle
Albert, and she demonstrated her
versatility in her treatment of Burt
Bacharach classics.

Ms. Tyndall was voted Best of
Cafe Improv 2017. She also per-
forms at the Folk Project in
Morristown and at Einstein Alleys
Musicians Collaborative.

Registration is not required. Sunday
Sounds is sponsored by the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League.

For more information, go to
www.scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 322-
5007, ext. 204, or stop by the Refer-
ence Desk. The Scotch Plains Li-
brary is located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of town.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The closing out
of one year and embarking on not
only a new year but a new decade
brings introspection. Wellness gurus
suggest finding joy to enhance one’s
life. Joyous attendees left the
Westfield High School (WHS) audi-
torium after New Jersey Festival
Orchestra’s annual New Year’s Eve
presentation on December 31.

It’s a Westfield-area tradition for
many people to attend the 7 p.m.
concert by the New Jersey Festival
Orchestra (NJFO). It’s an early cur-
tain, so people can go to dinner after
the two-hour show or gather to ring in
the New Year at one of their homes.
As always, Maestro David Wroe as-
sembled a nostalgic and vibrant pro-
gram filled with familiar Broadway
tunes, as well as songs that might
have been new to the audience in this
year’s “Broadway Through The
Ages”. Insider information says that
Mr. Wroe selects the performers and
then asks them for a list of songs that
they are comfortable performing.
From those lists, he sets the program
hoping to delight his audience. It was
a delightful program indeed.

The predictable opener
“Willkommen” from Kander and
Ebbs’ Cabaret welcomed the nearly
full audience. A nine-year-old girl
behind me looked over the program
and whispered to her mom that she
knew that first song, as well as “Chil-
dren Will Listen” from Stephen

Sondheim’s Into the Woods. This was
clearly a knowledgeable audience of
both young and old alike. Women
decked out in mink coats sat along-
side folks dressed in jeans…it was
the perfect venue for everyone to feel
at ease in whatever made them com-
fortable for the special night.

The orchestra, consisting of 25
musicians, were joined by three pro-
fessional singers, three student vo-
calists, and five members of the Dance
Theatre of Harlem. This is the second
year NJFO included the visual addi-
tion of dance that added an extra
dimension for the night’s auditory
feast for the senses.

Mayor Shelley Brindle was on hand
to state that the night was the official
kickoff of the 300th anniversary year
of the Town of Westfield. She af-
firmed that Westfield is committed to
celebrating culture and the arts with
more events like that night’s musical
extravaganza.

The ever-charming director, Mr.
Wroe, told the audience that the
evening’s program covered 90 years
of Broadway. He promised a night of
“the past mixed with present favor-
ites” and he didn’t disappoint. Jessica
Ann Best provided a sizzling rendi-
tion of “Feeling Good” from The Roar
of the Greasepaint. She was backed
up by three teen girls from WHS.
Expanding on that good feeling, Ms.
Best was joined by soprano Analisa
Leaming with “For Good” from the
popular, currently running musical
Wicked. The familiar duet was ac-

companied dramatically by a singu-
lar keyboard.

A poignant rendition of “Bridge
Over Troubled Water” gave the audi-
ence a glimpse into Jacob Keith
Watson’s brilliant tenor voice. His
breath control left the audience gasp-
ing with his last note that seemingly
went on forever. The addition of
strings and a lovely flute crescendo
completed the 1970s song.

Later, a rendition of “Sit Down,
You’re Rockin’ the Boat” showcased
Mr. Watson’s versatility. The Frank
Loesser song from the Broadway pro-
duction Guys and Dolls was made fa-
mous in the movie version by Stubby
Kaye as Nicely-Nicely Johnson. The
two professional vocalists and the WHS
sophomores provided the choral re-
frain. It was a rousing, toe-tapping num-
ber that brought thunderous applause.

At times, Mr. Wroe chatted with the
vocalists to give the audience an in-
sight into the performers’ personali-
ties. He asked Ms. Best, a cross-disci-
plinary artist, who performs in opera,
musical theatre and jazz, to explain
what tips she shared with Alyrie
Silverman, Mia Johnson and Sierra
Ciasco, the three sophomore girls from
WHS who study with Maureen Francis.
She demonstrated to the audience, as
she had to the teens, the difference of
placement of the voice in singing clas-
sically for opera versus producing a
Broadway belt.

Providing comic relief with a song
made famous by Kelli O’Hara, Ms.
Leaming brought the house down with
“They Don’t Let You in the Opera (If
You’re A Country Star)” by Dan

Lipton and David Rossmer. She de-
livered the song with crystal-clear
lyrics about the blatant bias of opera
buffs against a country-western singer.
Upright bass, banjo and fancy fiddlin’
by first chair virtuoso Deborah Wong
provided the perfect accompaniment.
By the song’s end, the full orchestra
joined vocalist, Ms. Leaming, who
was selling the song. Both Mr. Wroe
and the audience seemed tickled by
the clever lyrics and the spectacular
vocal range displayed.

The closing number for the first
half, “Too Darn Hot” by Cole Porter
was just that with the explosion of
energetic, colorfully dressed dancers
Da’Von Doane, Anthony Santos,
Amanda Smith, Stephanie Williams
and Alexandra Hutchinson.

The night continued with sentimen-
tal classics of “Younger Than Spring-
time,” with gorgeous harp, “If I Were
a Bell,” and “Almost Like Being in
Love,” that had some audience mem-
bers humming along.

One of the most magnificent selec-
tions of the night might not have been
familiar to many in the audience. But
Mr. Watson wowed them with his
lush voice in “Before and After You /
One Second and a Million Miles”
from the musical The Bridges of
Madison County. The first verse, dra-
matically sung a cappella, was fol-
lowed with the addition of guitar,
keyboard, tambourine and bass. Then
Mr. Watson was joined by the velvet
voice of Ms. Leaming. The two per-
formers were every bit as wonderful
as Kelli O’Hara and Steven Pasquale,
who originated the roles.

For the last song of the night, “Okla-
homa” by Rodgers and Hammerstein,
the dancers were back onstage to echo
the energy of the singers. And the
energy they provided was inestimable.

As in years past, for the closing
number of the memorable evening,
the audience was asked to join the
performers in singing “Auld Lang

Syne.” What better way to bring joy
to the soul than share with friends and
neighbors in the delight of great mu-
sic and dance?

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROCKIN' THE BOAT...At the New Jersey Festival Orchestra's New Year's Eve
celebration, the female vocalists back up tenor Jacob Keith Watson in the Guys
and Dolls number, "Sit Down You're Rockin' the Boat." Pictured are: Westfield
High School sophomores Alyrie Silverman, Mia Johnson and Sierra Ciasco.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SPREADING JOY...The three professional vocalists, Analisa Leaming, Jacob Keith Watson and Jessica Ann Best, and the
members of the Dance Theatre of Harlem hold their pose at the end of "Too Darn Hot," at the first half of the program. They
accept thunderous applause throughout the night at the New Jersey Festival Orchestra's presentation on New Year's Eve
at Westfield High School auditorium.
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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DELIGHTFUL VISUAL AND AUDITORY ELEMENTS BLEND....Audiences at the New Year's Eve concert of the New
Jersey Festival Orchestra's presentation “Broadway Through The Ages” are treated to songs that were enhanced by lyrical
or jazz dancing provided by the Dance Theatre of Harlem.
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Advertising in
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for YOU!

Sparking  the  Mind Ser ies  at  the  JCC
An opportunity to learn, to discuss and to be a part of a stimulating community.  For adults of all ages. 

Great Art Exhibits You May Have Missed with Barbara Tomlinson
The Extraordinary Saga of Sergei Shchukin: Tuesday, January 14 and 21 • 11:15 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.

David Hockney and Vincent Van Gogh: Tuesday, January 28 • 11:15 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.
Snow Scenes from Breughel to Monet: Tuesday, February 4 • 11:15 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains

www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

Join Us For Our

OPEN HOUSE &

REGISTRATION

for the 2020/2021
School Year

January 25th

10am - 12pm

• A nurturing

and Christian age

appropriate, early

childhood program for

children 2 1/2 - 6 years.

• Half day morning

Nursery School

programs with an

extended day option.

• Full day Child Care

from 7:30am 6pm.

• Wrap-around,

afternoon kindergarten

program also available

from all of Cranford Public

Schools.

State Licensed,
CPR/First Aid Certified,
Experienced Teachers.

908-272-3962  calvarynscc@verizon.net

108 Eastman Street • Cranford
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ATTENTION LOCAL BUSINESS OWNERS: Did You Know You Can
Insert Your Pre-Printed Advertisement into the Leader/Times?

Ideal for Targeting Your Audience! Go to goleader.com/presskit/insert for more information.


