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Happy New Year!
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WALSH 17 PTS; ROONEY 10 PTS, 8 RBS; HOWLAND 10 RBS

Blue Devil Cagers Hold Off
Cardinals in 4th Quarter, 47-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Relatively smooth sailing for the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team ran into a sea of difficulty
early in the fourth quarter when they
hosted the Plainfield Cardinals at
Westfield High School on January 3.
Carrying a 12-point lead entering the
quarter, the Blue Devils seemed to
lose focus and rush their passes, and
the Cardinals capitalized with a 6-0
run with only three minutes remain-
ing until senior co-captains Andrew
Echausse sank one free throw and

Griffin Rooney sank six of eight free
throws to award their team with a 47-
39 victory.

“It’s been a problem for us this
whole year. We are trying to get bet-
ter. I think we just panic a lot. That’s
the big thing. Like some kids will trap
in the corner and we will just give it
away. Our coaches have been work-
ing on it for the past few days but
we’ve gotten a lot better,” Echausse
explained.

“Plainfield is a good team. They
like to press up and I think for a little
bit we just forgot what we have been

working on all week preparing for
Plainfield. Once coach got on us, we
all started to click. We said we got to
take care of this ball. We can’t keep
pressing like we’ve been doing. We
settled it down and that’s when we
really started going up,” Rooney ex-
plained.

Senior co-captain Jake Walsh (steal,
assist) led the Blue Devils with 17
points, which included five 3-point-
ers. Echausse (3 points, 2 rebounds)
led the team with six assists and Walsh
turned out to be his primary recipient

NOCK, MURRAY, ‘ESPO’, HOOEY, SHRINER RECORD PINS

Cougars Jolt Indians, 45-26,
In Wrestling ‘Alumni Night’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Alumni Night” at Cranford High
School did not disappoint hometown
fans as the Cranford High School
wrestling team won nine of the 14
bouts to claim a 45-26 victory over
the always tough Rahway Indians on
January 3. The evening began with a
presentation of Cranford wrestling
alumni who were led into the gym by
James Farrell (Class of 1968).

The first bout of the evening at 132-
lbs was won by Rahway’s Corey Boss
over Jimmy Gluck, 13-6. Boss began
with a bulldog takedown then added
another takedown and a two-point tilt
to take a 6-1 lead into the second
period then he was on the verge of
grabbing a majority decision but
Gluck pulled off a reversal in the third
period to salvage one team point.
From that point, the Cougars would
reel off seven straight victories.

Conor Hoefling was on fire at 138-
lbs when he recorded three takedowns,
four nearfalls, an escape and a pen-
alty point to seize a 16-1, technical
fall over Alex Argueta in 6:00 to give

the Cougars a 5-3 lead. Next Cougar
Colin Murray recorded the quickest
pin of the evening when he clamped
Taevon McDuffie in a cradle from the
takedown position and rocked him to
sleep in 18 seconds at 145-lbs.

Cougar Christian Esposito also did
not take too much time in his 152-lb
bout with Clive Campbell when he
recorded a quick takedown then
pinned him with an arm bar, half nelson
in 1:48. Shane Kanterman gave the
Cougars a 20-3 team lead when he
recorded an escape and a spin-around
takedown to earn a 3-1 decision over
Donnell Doster at 160-lbs.

After recording a head-and-arm
spin around takedown at the begin-
ning of his 170-lb bout with Jon Tilton,
Max Nock slipped in a grapevine and
pinned him with a high chest tilt in
1:48.

“First period I didn’t really get my
offense going. Later in the period I
started getting it going. Looking good!
I snapped him down, got a front head
[lock], put the leg in,” Nock described.

Nock’s pin that put his team in
front, 26-3, got a roar from his team-

mates. Nock replied, “I couldn’t re-
ally hear them because I was focused
on my match, then I got the low roll
that my coach taught me. It worked
pretty nice. That was my match.”

At 182-lbs, Cougar Justin Alpaugh-
McLean recorded a four-point lateral
throw to take a 4-2 lead over Qualil
Lumpkins in the second period. He
stretched his lead to 9-2 with a rever-
sal and another nearfall in the third
period but Lumpkins answered with
an escape, a takedown and a nearfall
to tighten the bout to 9-8 but Alpaugh-
McLean added a reversal to grab an
11-8 victory.

Evan Kanterman’s 11-0, majority
decision over Elijah Tenorio at 195-
lbs gave the Cougars a 33-3 lead.
Kanterman began with a barrel roll-
to-back four-point move then added
an escape, a double-leg-to-back
takedown and a slip through
takedown.

At 220-lbs, Josh Darisme earned
the Indians six team points when he
pinned Dylan MacDonald in 1:52 with
a stretch hammerlock and body press

CARREA 14 PTs, KWIATKOWSKI 13 PTs, PETGRAVE 16 PTs

Rahway Boys ‘Swipe’ Victory
From Cougar Cagers, 62-48

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Dominating quickness was some-
thing that the very young Cranford
High School boys basketball team
had yet to experience until they met
up with the Rahway Indians in
Cranford on January 4. The Indians’
lightning fast slight of hand created
numerous turnovers and an over-
whelming number of steals that were
converted to lay-ups, leading to a 62-
48 victory over the stunned Cougars.

“Twenty seven turnovers by us!
Rahway is really fast athletically, great
coaches. They have some great play-
ers and they fire out and put pressure

on you. We being a young team and
not playing a team like that this year,
we were a little star struck,” Coach
Sean Trotter pointed out.

Every Cougar who stepped on the
floor against the Indians was either a
junior or a sophomore. Junior Arjun
Petgrave came up with big numbers
offensively and defensively. Petgrave
led the 4-2 Cougars with 16 points,
and provided eight rebounds, three
steals, two blocks and an assist, while
taking a charge.

“Arjun’s great! When Arjun’s work-
ing and wants to play, he’s hard to stop
and he’s hard to box out. We really
need to keep him going. He’s having

a good year and he’s been confident.
Now, hopefully he will start dominat-
ing, I can always rely on him to get
rebounds and attack the rim and
score,” Coach Trotter said.

Junior Joe Carrea also came up
with some big numbers with 14 points,
eight rebounds and three steals.

“When it comes to Joe Carrea, he’s
just a workhorse,” Coach Trotter de-
scribed. “He’s the guy I rely on to dive
on the floor and work for those re-
bounds, box out and take charges. He
never seems to disappoint.”

Sophomore Liam Kwiatkowski re-
ally opened eyes with his outside
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HOERLE STOPS BOWLES, LERNER RECORDS KEY PIN

Blue Devils Top Raiders, 47-25
In Service Salute Mat Classic

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spectators got their shares of thrill-
ing bouts which included a show-
down between two NJSIAA qualifi-
ers, a shocking upset and a down-to-
the-wire decision during the Third
Annual Salute to Military Service Mat
Classic featuring the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders and the Westfield
Blue Devils in Scotch Plains on Janu-
ary 6. The highly improved Raiders
gave the highly favored Blue Devils a
run for their money but in the end,
Westfield won seven of the final eight
bouts to prevail 47-25.

In preseason, Raider Head Coach
Marc Fabiano remarked that his young
team would be lucky to win a bout
with Westfield. However, “I told the
kids before the match how talented
this Westfield group is. I have known
Coach [Glen] Kurz for a long time
and he is the most skilled coach I
know. I told them the one thing we

had to bring was that toughness. That
was the only way we were going to be
able to compete and our kids did it.”

Beginning at the 152-lb class,
Raider Noah Samms recorded four
takedowns and a reversal to defeat
Anthony Ciotta, 10-5, then Anthony
Robinson upped the Raiders’ team
lead to 9-0 when he pinned Dan
Moriaru in 4:23 with a step over,
double front grapevine at 160-lbs.
But one of Westfield’s top wrestlers,
Luke Scanlan, put the Blue Devils on
the scoreboard when he recorded three
double-leg takedowns then pinned
Jack Manville in 1:51 with an arm
bar, half nelson at 170-lbs.

Next came the wildest bout of the
evening. Blue Devil Jim McDermott
began his 182-lb bout with a takedown
but Rob Mehorter escaped.
McDermott answered with a Merkel
takedown but Mehorter responded
with a reversal and a two-point nearfall
at the buzzer to end the first period.

McDermott added three takedowns
and an escape in the second period,
while Mehorter added three escapes.
Trailing 11-8 in the third period,
Mehorter knotted the score with an
escape and a takedown but yielded a
Granby reversal. Mehorter escaped
but McDermott held on to win 13-12.

At 195-lbs, Raider Larry Shoyoye
proved to be too much for Jack Price
when he pinned him with a lateral
drop in 1:32. The shocker was next.
Blue Devil Jon Heard failed to take
heed to Rob Lerner’s specialty at 220-
lbs. Despite being hit twice just out of
the circle with lateral drops, Heard
still went after him but three was a
charm when Lerner caught him in a
head throw to record a pin in 2:35 to
give the Raiders a 21-9 lead.

“Lerner! We’ve been working on
his hips. We’ve been working on
throws in the room and you can tell
that their confidence is there,” com-
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SURROUNDED BY CARDINALS...Blue Devil Andrew Echausse, No. 3, finds himself surrounded by a trio of Cardinals
during the game in Westfield on January 3. Westfield held off a fourth-quarter Plainfield rally to pull off a 47-39 victory.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION UNDER THE BASKET...Rahway’s Jarid Vertil, No. 4, gets control of the ball before Cougar Lukas Ruby, No.
23, can get to it during the game in Cranford on January 4. Rahway went on a stealing frenzy to win 62-48.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING AN ARM BAR, WRIST COMBO...Cougar Christian Esposito, top, works an arm bar, wrist combination to
eventually pin Rahway’s Clive Campbell in 1:48 in his 152-lb bout. The Cougars defeated Rahway, 45-26.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP THE WRIST AND HALF NELSON...Blue Devil Luke Scanlan, top, sets up a wrist and half nelson pinning
combination on Raider Jack Manville in his 170-lb bout. Scanlan converted it to an arm bar half nelson for the fall.
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See Ballyhoo Sports at:
www.goleader.com


