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It Is Now Up To The U.S. Senate
To Hold A True Impeachment Trial

I Say, ‘No Straw Please’; And You
Know What, I Am Still Alive

I was very disappointed – but not
surprised – by The Westfield Leader
commentary which concluded that the
proposed state bill banning plastic
bags is anti-business. The commen-
tary is short-sighted, incomplete in its
research, and completely unsound
environmentally.

Just as an example to show its inad-
equacies, it advises that, ‘perishables
such as meat, fish and poultry prod-
ucts can spill and drip into the bag,
resulting in health concerns.’ A bill
review would show that there is an
exception in for unwrapped food items
that may damage or contaminate other
food items.

The opinion advises that the Office
of Legislative Services says the ban
will ‘likely require the use of more
expensive alternative food service
products.’ On the contrary, this bill
will show us how our society can
actually do without these one-use
products. All non-recyclable packag-
ing that manufacturers currently force
upon us consumers (and into our trash)
can be replaced with recyclable pack-
aging. There may be a short-term in-
crease as manufacturers convert their
polluting packaging to environmen-
tally sound packaging, but there will
be long-term savings in terms of dis-
posal costs.

The opinion advises that the Chem-
istry Council states a ‘ban on
Styrofoam would not help the envi-
ronment and would be costlier to busi-
nesses to purchase alternatives…” Of
course, they would say that, Styrofoam
manufacturers support the Chemistry
Council financially.

It also states that The New Jersey
Food Council – which lobbies for the
supermarket industry – says that ‘pro-
vision of free reusable bags for two
months would cost one chain 12.8
million in one month.” I’m sorry, free
reusable bags have been given out by
the Department of Environmental
Protection, Union County Freehold-

ers and Improvement Authority, state
universities, municipalities, libraries,
NJ Future, law firms, environmental
organizations, banks, supermarkets,
at 5K runs, street fairs, the League of
Municipalities, and so many organi-
zations for the past three years, that I
would find it hard to believe that
every residence in this newspaper’s
reading area doesn’t have at least 10
in its pantry already.

The Food Council advocates, “Let’s
start slowly, because it’s all about
changing consumer behavior!’ Again,
I’m sorry, this bill was almost adopted
last year by our Legislature. It’s not
new, or unexpected. We have all seen
pictures of ocean animals – from
turtles, to dolphins, to whales either
strangled by plastic bags, or with stom-
achs filled with plastic bags. I ques-
tion anyone who says to ‘start slow’;
isn’t it too late for those animals who
used to live where the six-mile island
of plastic bags exists in the Pacific
Ocean? Consumers have been wait-
ing for this ban to happen. It sounds
like the Food Council is the group
that is late to change its bad habits.

This bill would prohibit single-use
carry out bags and Styrofoam. It is
about time it gets adopted. We do not
need them. How do you replace them?
Use the reusable shopping bags. In-
side each cereal and cracker box is a
bag. Mulch, top soil, pet food, are all
packaged in plastic bags. Cold cuts,
produce, bread, almost every food
item we buy, is packaged in plastic
bags. Wash and reuse them instead of
throwing them away. Every time I
order a drink of any type, I say, ‘No
straw please.’ And you know what, I
am still alive. Why do we think that
plastic packaging is safe for us any-
way? I wonder what this newspaper
and the Chemistry and Food Coun-
cils think about BPA poisoning from
plastic bottles?

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood

While I would normally ignore the
long letters by Stephen Schoeman, his
letter in the January 2 edition of The
Westfield Leader was so full of mislead-
ing statements and errors, that I felt com-
pelled to write a response to his diatribe.

The main point of his letter was that the
process for the impeachment of President
Trump was faulty and therefore the im-
peachment was somehow not valid. He
ends by stating that we should “live by the
principles of our beloved Constitution or
in short order the Constitution shall be-
come a dead letter.” On this final state-
ment, I would agree with the writer.

It is the U.S. Constitution that gives the
“sole power of impeachment” to the U.S.
House of Representatives. As it further
states, the grounds for impeachment in-
clude: “Treason, Bribery, or other High
Crimes and Misdemeanors.” Thus, it is
up to the U.S. House of Representatives
to decide if the U.S. President has com-
mitted one or more impeachable offenses
and then to decide if those actions war-
rant a vote of impeachment.

The U.S. House of Representatives
held both private and public hearings to
look into the actions of the President
regarding his efforts to get Ukraine to
investigate Joe Biden. While the U.S.
House of Representatives would have
welcomed his testimony and the testi-
mony of his closest staff members, the
President blocked most of the people
with direct knowledge of his activities in
this matter from testifying. The White
House also ignored subpoenas from the

U.S. House of Representatives asking for
additional witnesses to testify and asking
for additional documentation.

In spite of this lack of cooperation, the
basic facts in the case are not in dispute.
The released transcript of the infamous
July 25 phone call between President
Trump and President Zelenskiy of Ukraine
makes it clear that President Trump was
asking for Ukraine to investigate Joe
Biden. All the witnesses called by the
U.S. House of Representatives agreed
that President Trump was asking Ukraine
to investigate Joe Biden and that he was
withholding military aid to Ukraine until
they agreed to do so. This was a clear
abuse of his power and warranted his
impeachment by the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. The second article of im-
peachment refers to his obstruction of the
inquiry.

It is now up to the U.S. Senate to hold
a true impeachment trial where the U.S.
Senators are to serve as impartial jurors.
This trial should have witnesses and Presi-
dent Trump could certainly agree to tes-
tify if he believes that there is no cause for
his impeachment. The true test will be to
see if the U.S. Senators can follow their
special oath that they will take that in-
cludes the statement: “I will do impartial
justice according to the Constitution.”
Let us see if the U.S. Senators abide by
this special oath when they vote at the end
of the impeachment trial.

Walter Korfmacher
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Theriomorphic – Said of gods hav-

ing the form of an animal
2. Argali – A species of very large wild

sheep
3. Ryot – A tenant farmer of India
4. Dianoetic – Capable of thought

through logic, rather than intuitive rea-
soning

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CYGNET
1. A young swan
2. A cluster of flowers in which each

main and secondary stem bears a single
flower

3. In architecture, a molding of a cor-
nice, the profile of which is partly con-
cave and partly convex

4. In biology, a cell without a nucleus
THROE

1. Skylight that admits or deflects light
2. A manrope beside a ladder
3. A sort of coarse canvas
4. To put in agony

TIMARAU
1. A courlan, a bird found in the West

Indies and Florida
2. A small stocky Philippine buffalo
3. A small flying squirrel, native to

Northern Europe
4. A shoemaker

HUGUENOT
1. Of the sea or ocean
2. An ancient Greek sailor in the mili-

tary
3. A French Protestant of the 16th and

17th centuries
4. A sharp spear used in harpooning

sea turtles
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Flood Control, High-Density
Housing Hot Issues Again in ’20

New Law Provides Strategies
To Deter Unlawful Robocalls

With local governments reorganizing the past week,
we expect some lingering issues to continue in 2020.
Affordable housing continues to be a concern as
high-density housing has generated significant over-
development throughout our region. We agree with
Cranford Commissioner Mary O’Connor, who ques-
tioned why a town has to construct 300 housing units
in order to provide 45 affordable units. We would
like to see towns along the North and South Avenue
corridors — Westfield, Cranford and Garwood —
work together and communicate when large-scale
developments are proposed. Rush-hour traffic is
already at a snail’s pace. How will hundreds more
housing units under construction in our towns im-
pact traffic conditions? Our local elected officials
need to put pressure on Trenton to stop overdevelop-
ment.

Flood control was listed by Cranford Mayor Patrick
Giblin as his top priority this year. It is mind-
boggling that with Cranford’s flooding history that
developments like the one on Birchwood Avenue
were pushed through by the courts. We credit the
Cranford Planning Board with killing the 900-plus-
unit Hartz Mountain proposal on the Cranford-Clark
border.

Communications also seems to be a big issue
locally, as a public information officer position has
been established in Westfield and Garwood. Westfield

did it last year and Garwood created a similar
position last month. And Cranford Deputy Mayor
Kathleen Miller Prunty and Committeewoman Mary
O’Connor both have listed communications as a top
priority this year. Commissioner O’Connor, in fact,
is forming a communication committee in her role as
public affairs commissioner, while Ms. Prunty said
she wants Cranford to have a “truly effective public
information program” based on facts, not rumors.

At the county level, newly-elected Freeholder
Board Chairman Alexander Mirabella, a Fanwood
resident, has listed expansion of the Union County
Regional Dispatch Center among his initiatives in
2020. The regional center handles 911 calls from 14
municipalities, two medical centers, as well as six
county and regional units. In addition, the county
will provide new fire radios to seven municipal fire
departments, among them Fanwood, Garwood and
Mountainside. The dispatch center has been a huge
success since it was launched in 2012. Union County
took on dispatch services along with Emergency
Medical Services, the latter as a backup for local
rescue squads, following the closing of Atlantic
Health’s Cencom system.

In an effort to get their message out, we encourage
Cranford officials as well as those in Westfield,
Garwood, Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Mountainside
to submit letters on issues important to them.

We rang in a new year and decade last week, but
now hope the ring of unlawful robocalls will soon
be silenced, courtesy of much-anticipated legisla-
tion that was signed into law by President Donald
Trump at the close of 2019.

The Pallone-Thune Telephone Robocall Abuse
Criminal Enforcement and Deterrence (TRACED)
Act is designed to provide the public with relief
from robocalls that not only are a nuisance but have
also proven to be a tool for diverse scams.

Signed by President Trump on December 30, the
Pallone-Thune TRACED Act bears the names of its
sponsors in the U.S. House of Representatives and
the Senate, Congressman Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-6th,
NJ) and Senator John Thune (R-SD).

The passage of this legislation marked the cul-
mination of a dual effort in Congress to effec-
tively address robocalls with which Americans
have long been inundated on a daily basis.

In published comments on the new law, Rep.
Pallone stated that New Jersey residents “received
more than an estimated 200 million robocalls in
the 732 area code alone in 2019,” with over a
billion tallied statewide.

Last year, the House and Senate each passed a bill
aimed at deterring unlawful robocalls. The bills
were subsequently unified as part of a “bipartisan,
bicameral agreement” jointly announced by the

House and Senate in November, as noted in a release
by the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
Rep. Pallone chairs the committee.

Among the provisions of the Pallone-Thune
TRACED Act are mandates that carriers offer call-
authentication technology, as well as opt-in or opt-
out robocall blocking, both at no additional charge
to consumers, as cited in a December 31 release
issued by Rep. Pallone.

The Pallone-Thune legislation also provides the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) with
more muscle to combat unlawful robocalls, while
urging the Department of Justice to up its prosecu-
tions of those who utilize robocalls for illegal
activity, the release stated.

The law will assist the FCC and responsible
carriers in tracing and cutting off “suspect phone
companies that are responsible for sending vast
numbers of unlawful robocalls,” as detailed in the
release.

We particularly applaud an additional provision
within the newly-signed law that safeguards physi-
cians, patients and hospitals from such calls. Robocalls
directed to these individuals and institutions can
interfere with communication channels critical to
health-care and life-saving capabilities, and therefore
we believe this aspect of the TRACED Act is espe-
cially crucial to the overall well-being of the public.

Hope Cranford Continues To
Reduce Environmental Impact

Hello Cranford Mayor and Council,
and Green Team,

I am a supporter of the environmental
initiatives championed by former com-
missioner Dooley, and I hope to see
Cranford continue on with efforts to re-
duce our environmental impact wherever
possible.

That being said, I would like to put the
spotlight on solid waste removal for all of
Cranford. Our household pays about $35
per month to a private company. I’m not
even mad when they wake me up before
dawn, twice a week. My neighbors con-
tract from a different company, my dog
barks at them two other days in the week.
And when I’m biking to an early yoga
class I see trucks from two other compa-
nies making their rounds on a the same
route. Recently, a truck without backup
beepers, almost hit me backing out of a
narrow driveway after servicing a
dumpster.

Then I realize about five different gar-
bage companies are expending large
amounts of fossil fuels to move these
large trucks along redundant routes, ex-
erting wear and tear on our roads creating
noise and congestion more days of the
week than if we had an organized town-
wide system. One pickup.

I would be glad to pay my $35 per
month, in the form of a solid waste tax, to
the township to have a streamlined, bi-
weekly town-wide garbage pickup. With
the township’s power of negotiating, in
our best interest, might the cost per house-
hold even go down?

I understand these garbage companies
are local businesses who have done it this
way for generations. But perhaps Cranford
could identify more than one company
and biforcate or triforcate a contract to so
that several vendors can get a piece of the
pie.

An efficient town-organized pickup
would reduce noise, pollution, consump-
tion of fuel and wear and tear on our
roads. The potential for property damage
and accidents would also decrease.

Re-evaluating this system is also a
perfect opportunity to consider curbside
food waste/compost collection as well.

When private removal was decided,
Cranford was a much smaller and less
populated town with larger lots and lower
density. The roads were less crowded.
Isn’t it due time to rethink solid waste
management for the greater good in
Cranford?

Alison Mennor
Cranford


