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TIMES IN SOUTH KOREA...Nam Lim Shin and her daughter, Chloe Picard,
recently took a trip to Seoul, South Korea, and brought along their favorite
newspaper, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, for reading material on the 14-
hour flight.

LEADER IN FINLAND...Rachel and Brian Kennedy of Westfield took The
Westfield Leader with them to Rovaniemi, Finland on Christmas Day, where they
visited the official marker of the Arctic Circle in Santa Claus Village. It was cold
and dark, as the sun only rose above the horizon for about two hours that day.

Jersey to serve in the United States
Congress, swore in Fanwood Coun-
cilwoman Katherine Mitchell and
Councilman Jeffrey Banks for new
terms, as well as new Councilwoman
Francine Glaser. Ms. Glaser replaces
Tom Kranz, who did not seek reelec-
tion.

Ms. Mitchell’s swearing in began
her seventh term as a councilwoman
in Fanwood.

“I am overwhelmed, I was able to
serve Fanwood for over 18 years. I
am humbled and honored,” Council-
woman Mitchell said.

Councilwoman Glaser said she
wanted to thank her supporters, neigh-
bors and family who urged her to seek
office while providing encouragement
during the process.

“I am excited to be a Fanwood
resident and homeowner,” she said.

Councilwoman Erin McElroy-
Barker was appointed as council presi-
dent for 2020.

Councilwoman McElroy-Barker
stated that 2020 should be a year for
“people to go out and try new things.”
She said in the past she was unfamil-
iar or overwhelmed with finances,
but did not stand down from the chal-
lenge of serving as Finance Commit-
tee chairwoman.

Councilwoman McElroy-Barker
said she plans to take the same open-
mindedness to the challenges and suc-
cesses serving as council president
will provide in the upcoming year.
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Fanwood Reorganizes
“I encourage everyone to go out

and try something new this year,”
Councilwoman McElroy-Barker told
Fanwood residents.

Mayor Mahr swore in new public
defender Jill LaZare and prosecutor
Daniel Antonelli, who was reap-
pointed. Ms. LaZare replaces Erik
Frins as public defender.

In addition, several Fanwood res-
cue squad and fire department volun-
teers were sworn in next to one an-
other by simultaneously reciting their
names.

Among other elected officials in
attendance were Westfield Mayor
Shelley Brindle, Linden Mayor Derek
Armstead, Garwood Mayor Sara
Todisco, Springfield Mayor Chris
Capodice and Garwood Council-
woman Jennifer Blumenstock.

Boys JV Soccer teams from the high
school were all honored for their win-
ning seasons.

The next board of education meet-
ings will be the agenda meeting on
Thursday, January 23, and the regular
meeting on Thursday, January 30, at
7:30 p.m.

Meetings are held in the adminis-
tration building, located at 512 Cedar
Street, Scotch Plains.
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McGovern Honored For 35
Yrs. of Service to Fanwood

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Within a packed
banquet room at the elegantly deco-
rated Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains on December 18, a
very heartfelt goodbye was said to
Borough Administrator/Clerk Eleanor
McGovern, who recently retired. Mrs.
McGovern was thanked with resolu-
tions, speeches, plaques, memory
cards and presents in tribute to her 35
years serving the borough.

Mrs. McGovern had recently re-
ceived a resolution from the Fanwood
governing body, and also was pre-
sented with congratulatory resolutions
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders and from the New
Jersey Legislature.

Outgoing Councilman Tom Kranz,
who served as council president be-
fore wrapping up his tenure on the
governing body at the end of 2019,
stated that, “Eleanor was very helpful
to me when I started six years ago as
a first-time council member.”

He as well as Mayor Colleen Mahr
and all members of the council noted
that Mrs. McGovern had a tremen-
dous positive impact on the borough
and that she was a role model for the
community in which she lives.

During the presentations, the mayor
remarked that Mrs. McGovern had

served under five different mayors and
many different council members, while
also serving fellow residents of the bor-
ough with kindness and helpfulness.

Mrs. McGovern was presented with
a plaque which was made from a
long-standing borough tree that had
to be cut down due to illness. Accord-
ing to the mayor, the tree had been
one of the oldest trees in the county,
dating back to the Revolutionary War
era. A pen and pencil set also was
made and presented.

During the December council meet-
ing, members of the governing body
thanked Mrs. McGovern for her 35
years of service to the borough. Long-
time friend and newly re-elected
Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
had presented Mrs. McGovern with
gifts, including a fleece jacket with
her name and the borough seal em-
broidered on it.

Ms. Mitchell acknowledged the
countless hours that Mrs. McGovern
has given to Fanwood, including some
weekends, to help make the borough
run smoothly. She also stated that she
has seen “the job grow” in all the
years that she has been serving the
borough as a councilwoman.

The evening ended with individual
memories being shared with Mrs.
McGovern and many well wishes on
her retirement.
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Scotch Plains Council

downtown development efforts, the
mayor interrupted and said, “You just
did.”

Mr. Losardo then said the redevel-
opment plan being crafted are the
township’s plan, “not Mayor Smith’s
redevelopment plan.” He added that
he didn’t want to see “neighborhoods
destroyed or our residents on the hook
for what this might cost.”

Mayor Smith countered by saying
that no member of the council has
complained to him about the process
or how redevelopment is being
handled. “I get the feeling that things
are going to slow down.” The mayor
also said that he would not support
anything “that’s going to hurt the
people of Scotch Plains.” Mr. Losardo
said that “if we’re slowing it down,
it’s to protect our neighborhoods and
ensure we’re getting this right.”

The party-line vote to appoint a
new township engineer, Maser Con-
sulting, earlier in the meeting was not
as noisy but was still opposed by the
mayor and his Republican colleague,
Councilman Ted Spera, as being un-
necessary. Mott MacDonald had pro-
vided engineering services to the
township for the past several years
and the mayor said it had been his
expectation that a member of the
firm’s staff would eventually be ap-
pointed as a full-time township engi-
neer as the town grew and redevelop-
ment efforts expanded.

Mr. Losardo said he wasn’t elected
in 2018 “to maintain the status quo
but to make it better.” Calling Mott
MacDonald “a top-notch company,”
Mayor Smith said that “change is
good, but you better know what you’re
changing to.”

Man Pleads Guilty to Gun
Outside Tamaques School

WESTFIELD — A Delaware man
who was found to be in possession of
a handgun, numerous rounds of am-
munition, and a folding knife outside
a Westfield elementary school last
year has pleaded guilty in the case
and is now facing a five-year jail
term, acting Union County Prosecu-
tor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo announced
Monday.

Thomas J. Wilkie, 46, of Bear, Del.,
pleaded guilty Monday before Union
County State Superior Court Judge
William A. Daniel, admitting to a
single count of second-degree unlaw-
ful possession of a weapon.

At approximately 3:55 p.m. on
Thursday, June 13, 2019, Westfield
Police Department patrol officers and
detectives responded to Tamaques
Elementary School on a report from
the New Castle County Police De-
partment in Delaware that a man later
identified as Wilkie was en route to
the school and potentially armed, ac-
cording to Union County Assistant
Prosecutor Theresa Hilton, who pros-
ecuted the case.

The school was placed on lockdown
as a precautionary measure to iden-

tify potential threats. Arriving offic-
ers located Wilkie, holding a .45-
caliber handgun loaded with hollow-
point bullets, in the front seat of his
vehicle, a 2019 Mitsubishi SUV,
parked in the school’s parking lot.
Two additional loaded clips of am-
munition and a folding knife were
recovered from Wilkie’s person, while
130 additional rounds of ammunition
were located in the vehicle’s trunk.

Wilkie was taken into custody with-
out incident and lodged in the Union
County jail in Elizabeth, where he
remained for nearly seven months
prior to Monday’s plea.

Sentencing in the case has been
tentatively scheduled for Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2020, at which time the state
will request a term of five years in
state prison, with 42 months to be
served before the possibility of pa-
role, according to a media release
from the prosecutor’s office. Late last
year the prosecutor’s office denied
Wilkie’s request for a Graves waiver
in the case; such filings are made by
defendants seeking to avoid imposi-
tion of the state’s mandatory mini-
mum sentence for gun offenses.
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Freeholders Reorganize;
Mirabella Named Chair

cate HIV and end HIV-related stigma,
noting that Governor Phil Murphy
also has signed New Jersey on to the
campaign.

Mr. Mirabella said the county will
start a program called “Fresh Start” to
provide mobile bathing and laundry
service for people in need. He also
said the county is in the midst of
developing a master plan for the Clark
reservoir. The county took over the
150-acre reservoir in 2008. In addi-
tion, the county will open new turf
fields in Berkeley Heights and
Rahway as well as at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark.

The board also is switching to
double meetings this year by meeting

two times a month on Thursdays be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Agenda meetings
will be followed by the regular meet-
ings. Freeholder Chris Hudak, in re-
sponding to Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson, said he feels this will give
residents an opportunity to hear de-
partment directors provide informa-
tion on the dozens of resolutions for
the agenda-setting meetings.

Mr. Paterson said he was concerned
that residents would not have time to
review items for the agenda-setting
meeting as they would be acted upon
by the board the same night.

The next board meeting will be on
Thursday, January 23.

Vine Ripe Closes
North Avenue Market

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Vine Ripe Mar-
ket closed its doors last week after
some four years operating at its North
Avenue location in Westfield.

Gene Jannotti, executive direc-
tor of the Greater Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce, said he
knew the business had been strug-
gling of late.

“It’s very unfortunate to lose the
Vine Ripe Market in town. Frank
Bruno, the owner, has been a very
strong supporter of the Chamber of
Commerce. We hold numerous events
there, and he has been a good sponsor
of the chamber, so we hate to see a
person like that have to close his
doors,” Mr. Jannotti said.

Vine Ripe took the space previ-
ously occupied by the Lindeman
Buick dealership, which still owns

the building.
Mayor Shelley Brindle lives across

the street from the market and would
stop by three times a week.

“(Running) a small business is su-
per, super hard,” the mayor said.

“They were a great invested mem-
ber of our community. Squeezing out
a profit margin surrounded by gro-
cery stores, Trader Joe’s (and) a Whole
Foods in Clark, is just really, really
hard, and I think it’s a tremendous
loss,” Mayor Brindle told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The market was hard hit by a July 3
power outage caused by the partial
collapse of the Paperboard building
on North Avenue in Garwood.

“When you are running on such a
thin (profit) margin, you rely on days
(Fourth of July sales) like that...That
can be a very big blow, but very hard
to make up,” she said.

Giblin Named Mayor Again;
Prunty Named Dep. Mayor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Patrick Giblin was
sworn in for a second term as mayor, with
newly sworn-in Committeewoman
Kathleen Miller Prunty named deputy
mayor, at last Thursday’s township com-
mittee reorganization meeting. Mary
O’Connor took the oath to begin her
third, three-year term on the five-member
committee.

In 2020, Ms. Prunty will serve as com-
missioner of finance, Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve was named public safety
commissioner, Ms. O’Connor will serve
as public affairs commissioner and Tho-
mas Hannen, Jr. will serve as commis-
sioner of public works and engineering.

In terms of municipal appointments,
Ryan Cooper was reappointed township
attorney for a fourth year. Norman Albert
was reappointed municipal prosecutor,
with Mark Rothman as alternate prosecu-
tor, while Jared Weiss was appointed
public defender. He had previously been
alternate public defender and replaces
John DeMassi as public defender. Justin
Quinn was appointed as a full member of
the zoning board along with Kent Lucas,
filling unexpired terms that expire De-
cember 31, 2020. Christopher Savino
was named to an unexpired zoning board
alternate seat, also through the end of the
year.

Christopher Chapman and Peter Tay-
lor were named to the planning board for
terms of one and three years, respec-
tively.

Governor Phil Murphy, who attended
the meeting, said in brief comments that
“this is not a time for politics; this is a
time to celebrate service and delivering
for our constituents regardless of which
side of the aisle.” He also promised to fix
NJ Transit, “if it kills me, and it might.”
He attended the meeting to swear in Mr.
Giblin and Ms. Prunty as mayor and
deputy mayor, respectively.

Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerset), also on hand for the reorgani-
zation, in his comments said he hopes in
the new year “that we can all agree that we
need to spend this year fighting together
for the things that unite us, not fighting
each other over things that divide us.” He
highlighted issues on which he has worked
for the region during his first year in
Congress, such as PSE&G’s project to
increase power lines from 26kv to 69kv

and flooding concerns, as well as the one-
seat ride into Manhattan.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
(R-21st, Westfield) referred to Mayor
Giblin as “uniquely talented.” He said he
will continue to work with Cranford on
issues such as the one-seat ride to New
York on NJ Transit’s Raritan Valley Line.

“We’ve got to work on issues like
making sure that the cell tower (proposed
at Union County College by Verizon
Wireless) is stopped, and we need to
make sure that we continue to work on
issues related to flood control and all
those other issues that impact our homes
and their values and our families,” Mr.
Kean said.

In his comments, Mayor Giblin said he
intends to make flood-control issues the
township’s top priority in the new year,
along with continuing work on the af-
fordable-housing issues. He said the
township’s affordable-housing settlement
will come before the courts in the next
few months, where he hopes it will re-
ceive the court’s approval.

He said the township committee will
hold a workshop budget meeting on
Cranford’s approximately $40-million
spending plan on Saturday, January 11, at
8 a.m., in Room 108 of the municipal
building. The meeting is open to the
public.

During her remarks, Commissioner
O’Connor said she will be forming a
communications committee in her role as
public affairs commissioner. She also
announced that she will have office hours
the first Tuesday of the month at the
municipal building.

Commissioner Prunty said she wants
to establish “a truly effective public in-
formation program” for the township.
“Let us agree to debate the facts, not
rumors,” she said.

She also plans to have informal neigh-
borhood meetings where she can listen to
residents’ thoughts on issues impacting
Cranford.

Mayor Giblin said Ms. Prunty will be
a “fantastic voice” for township resi-
dents.

Paul J. Peyton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED...Vine Ripe Market on North Avenue in Westfield closes suddenly.
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