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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DOWN TO RUBBLE...Decades of memories are all that is left of Bowcraft
Amusement Park on Route 22 in Scotch Plains, which is being cleared to make way
for an apartment and townhome development.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz/Borough of Fanwood
HAPPY RETIREMENT...Retiring Fanwood Administrator/Borough Clerk
Eleanor McGovern, pictured left, is presented with gifts by Mayor Colleen
Mahr at her retirement party December 18. The dinner, featuring tributes and
well wishes, was held at the Shackamaxon Country Club.

MEETING OF MAYORS...Area mayors attend Sunday’s Fanwood reorganiza-
tion meeting. Pictured, from left to right, are: Springfield Mayor Chris Capodice,
Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith, Westfield Mayor Shelley Brindle, Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin, Roselle Mayor Christine Dansereau
and Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco.

Mahr Begins Fifth Mayoral Term;
McElroy-Barker Is Council Pres.
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Governor Phil
Murphy swore in Mayor Colleen Mahr
to her fifth term as Fanwood’s mayor
at Sunday’s reorganization meeting of
the borough’s governing body.

Governor Murphy took several
minutes to speak on the concerns of
Fanwood residents, stating that his
office, working alongside NJ Transit,
has taken the “first steps” in a direct
one-seat ride to New York City along
the Raritan Valley Line corridor. Gov-
ernor Murphy said New Jersey is the
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densest and fourth-smallest state in
the United States, which does not
help in making any situation an “over-
night” solve.

“We will fix NJ Transit even if it
kills me. And it might...,” said Gover-
nor Murphy, pledging his commit-
ment to focusing on improving NJ
Transit line efficiency.

Governor Murphy described Fan-
wood as the “quintessential” small
New Jersey community.

“You don’t get reelected unless
you’re one great leader,” stated Gov-
ernor Murphy, describing Fanwood
residents’ respect for Mayor Mahr.

Mayor Mahr said Fanwood will re-

main committed to fighting for one-
seat rides for borough residents along
the Raritan Valley Line. She said she
will work alongside other committed
mayors from surrounding towns through
the Mayors Municipal Alliance to pro-
tect Raritan Valley passengers.

A continued focus on improving
Fanwood’s downtown while working
with the small businesses within the
downtown to encourage economic
prosperity will be a priority in 2020,
she said.

Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th, Trenton), the first
African-American woman from New

BOE Hears Presentation
On SPFHS Block Scheduling

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the start of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education meeting held December
19, Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) Principal David
Heisey gave a detailed and informa-
tive presentation regarding Block
Scheduling at the high school.

Mr. Heisey noted that the new
scheduling has been a project that he
and others have been researching for
the past three years and have con-
cluded “makes the best use of time.”

In his presentation, Mr. Heisey
stated that he and his Block Schedul-
ing Research Committee had visited
such schools as Hunterdon Central,
South Brunswick and Morris Knolls
High Schools, all of which use the A/
B Block-Scheduling model.

He also noted that there were many
local schools using the A/B Block
Scheduling model, including schools
in Summit, Cranford and Berkeley
Heights.

He stated that SPFHS used a pilot
Block Scheduling program in No-
vember, from the 15 until the 22, not-
ing that they meet on a two-day rotat-

ing basis.
This meant that students had classes

every other day for a longer time
frame, many times a double period. It
was noted that each class would now
run 77 or 78 minutes in length.

Mr. Heisey observed that there were
many positive outcomes from this
new scheduling, including having
much more in-depth lessons and dis-
cussions in class, spending less time
changing classes and having longer
lunches for students. Also, some in
school time for extracurricular clubs
can be utilized.

After the pilot program, Mr. Heisey
stated that when asked if the new
schedule was a positive experience
for students, 87 percent had stated
that it was.

He concluded by saying that the
new A/B Block Scheduling program
would be put in place for the 2020-
2021 school year.

In other business, students from the
Park Middle School Blue Notes Mu-
sic Program performed at the start of
the December meeting.

Also, members of the Varsity Field
Hockey, Varsity Girls Soccer and
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Community -- Westfield Mayor
Promises Kept: Year 2019; Let-
ters: “In Support of Malinowski”
by Mike Mullen, Cranford, “The
Breath of Treason Grows In The
Capitol, The Speaker” by Walter
Sosnosky, Kenilworth, “Trump’s
Drastic Decision to Kill Soleimani
Happened In a Vacuum” by Karen
Egert, Springfield; Franklin School

Pictures; Columbia Bank An-
nounces the Appointment of Daniel
M. White to Vice President, Con-
sumer Banking Market Manager.

Sports -- Blue Devils Top  Raid-
ers in Service Salute Mat Classic;
Rahway Swipes Victory From Cou-
gar Cagers; Blue Devil Cagers Hold
Off Plainfield; Cougars Jolt Rahway
in Wrestling Alumni Night.

Engineer, Redevelopment Atty.
Replaced In Party-Line Vote

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council’s new year — which will
also feature an election for mayor and
a council seat — started with council
Democrats, who hold a 3-to-2 advan-
tage on the governing body, moving
to replace the township engineer and
the redevelopment attorney, moves
that led Mayor Alexander Smith to
express concerns that the replace-
ment of the attorney, in particular,
would slow downtown redevelopment
efforts.

At the council’s reorganization

meeting on Tuesday, Michael Baker
was named as redevelopment attor-
ney, replacing Jeffrey Lehrer, who
had served in the position for the past
several years as downtown redevel-
opment got underway. Prior to the
council’s party-line vote to appoint
Mr. Baker, Mayor Smith announced
he would vote against the appoint-
ment, saying that “we’re in the middle
of some critical negotiations” that
Mr. Lehrer was involved in and fa-
miliar with. When he asked the rea-
son for the new appointee, Deputy
Mayor Josh Losardo said the move
was being made “to ensure even more

transparency than what’s existed.”
When the mayor asked for ex-

amples where there has not been
enough transparency, Mr. Losardo
told him that “certain things have
been kept” from council members.
When the mayor pressed for ex-
amples, Mr. Losardo said he had been
troubled to learn that the agreement
between the township and Advance
Realty Investors — the Bedminster
firm that is developing a redevelop-
ment plan for the downtown business
district — had only been formally
signed in the previous week and not
in the fall when the council named the
firm as its designated redeveloper.

Mr. Losardo said he wanted a rede-
velopment attorney who would be
“open to reporting to all of us” and
“ensure that redevelopment is being
done responsibly.” He also questioned
whether it was appropriate for the
mayor to announce, as he did in his
new year’s address earlier in the meet-
ing, that Advance Realty would be
making a public presentation of their
proposals for developing the down-
town at a Tuesday, February 18 meet-
ing. That date, the deputy mayor said,
“is news to me,” and he went on to say
that he did not want the developer “to
think they have a gun to their head” to
meet the February 18 date.

The mayor countered that the Feb-
ruary 18 date marks the end of the
150-day timetable set out last Sep-
tember when the township contracted
with Advance and its partner, PS&S
Engineering to develop a plan for the
downtown properties slated for rede-
velopment. He said he saw the re-
placement of Mr. Lehrer “as a way of
derailing the progress that’s been
made.” When Mr. Losardo said that
in his first year on the governing body
and as a member of the downtown
redevelopment committee, he did not
see any examples of any slowdown in

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mirabella Named Freeholder
Chair; Estrada’s Final Yr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Alexander Mirabella
has been named 2020 chairman for
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, the fifth time he will
head the nine-member board. Angel
Estrada, who has been a board mem-
ber since 2000, was named vice-chair-
man for what was announced will be
his final year as a freeholder.

Mr. Mirabella previously served as
chairman in 2001, 2006, 2009 and
2012.

At Sunday’s 164th reorganization
meeting, Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, Rebecca Wil-
liams of Plainfield and Sergio
Granados of Elizabeth were sworn in
for new terms. Democrats have held
the majority on the board for 25 years.
Ms. Kowalski, who has served on the
board since 2005, is beginning her
sixth term, while Mr. Granados is
beginning his third term after joining
the board in 2013 when long-time
Freeholder Dan Sullivan resigned.
Ms. Williams joined the board in June
of 2018 following the resignation of
Linda Carter upon her elevation to
the State Assembly.

In addition, County Surrogate
James LaCorte of Union took the
oath to begin his fifth, five-year term.
He was first elected in 1999 follow-
ing the death of long-time surrogate
Ann Conti.

State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D-
22nd, Linden), who served as a free-
holder from 1998 to 2004, recalled
that Mr. LaCorte’s father was mayor
of Elizabeth in the 1950s.

Mr. LaCorte noted that 60 county
residents were killed in the 9/11 at-
tacks in New York City. In that re-
gard, he said his staff treats all those
who come to his office the same way
9/11 families were treated, “with a
sense of respect.”

“They are all living their own per-
sonal September 11th,” he said.

Prior to her being sworn in to a new
term as freeholder, Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin called Freeholder
Kowalski a “tireless advocate for
Cranford,” reflected in her efforts
such as working with the Raritan Val-
ley Line Coalition on a one-seat ride
to Manhattan, tackling flood-control
issues, as well as addressing parks
and recreation and conservation and
recycling.

During the chair’s annual address,
Mr. Mirabella announced several new
initiatives the county will undertake.
Among them are expansion of the
Union County Regional Dispatch
Center, which is based out of
Westfield. The center currently
handles calls for 14 towns and two
medical centers as well as six county
and regional units.

“And usage is expected to grow,”
Mr. Mirabella said in his speech. He
also said the county will distribute 62
radios to fire departments in Clark,
Fanwood, Garwood, Hillside,
Kenilworth, Mountainside and Plain-
field.

He also said the county will partner
with Kean University and munici-
palities to get a “complete count” of
county residents, “ensuring the high-
est participation in the 2020 Census.”
High-school students will also assist
the county in the effort, he said.

Freeholder Mirabella said the
county would repurpose property on
Cushing Road in Scotch Plains, “to
serve as a working farm created and
run by students at the Union County
Vocational-Technical Schools.”

On the health front, he said the
county would partner with the inter-
national Prevention Access “Unde-
tectable = Untransmittable” Cam-
paign in support of efforts to eradi-
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A MESSAGE FROM SEN. SCUTARI...The Scotch Plains governing body held its reorganization meeting Tuesday.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo, Mayor Al Smith,
Councilman Ted Spera and Councilman Roshan “Roc” White.


