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LEADER IN FINLAND...Rachel and Brian Kennedy of Westfield took The
Westfield Leader with them to Rovaniemi, Finland on Christmas Day, where they
visited the official marker of the Arctic Circle in Santa Claus Village. It was cold
and dark, as the sun only rose above the horizon for about two hours that day.

Garwood Adopts Ordinance
For Public Assembly

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
and the borough council unanimously
approved an ordinance on second
reading at the governing body’s De-
cember 26 meeting, which will regu-
late lawful public assembly in
Garwood. Resident John Bartolick
stated that he had apprehensions to-
wards the ordinance being passed
because the ordinance did not clarify
whether or not the borough had the
right to regulate public protest or
congregation on private property.

Borough Attorney Tom Jardim said
the ordinance “in no way” is intended to
direct or regulate how people gather on
their private properties. Councilman
Sean Benoit, who serves as the Laws
and License Committee chairman, said
the ordinance was drafted to address a
topic or provide guidelines where pre-
vious guidelines did not exist.

Mr. Bartolick said upon his review,
the ordinance did not clearly define “pub-
lic space” or “borough property,” which
could lead one to assume a private party,
political meeting or holiday event with
20 or more people would have to be
registered with Borough Hall.

“You all are nice people who are well
intended,” said Mr. Bartolick describ-
ing Mayor Todisco and the council.

The ordinance’s current wording
could be used to control free speech or
expression by “the people who may sit
in those seats in the future,” stated Mr.
Bartolick.

“I want the resident to know he is
being heard,” said Mayor Todisco, who
suggested that the Mr. Jardim review
Mr. Bartolick’s observations.

Mayor Todisco said she would be
open to making an alteration before the
ordinance was voted upon if necessary
to address Mr. Bartolick’s concerns.

Mr. Jardim said the ordinance was
appropriately “clear” in wording setting
a distinction between the borough prop-
erty, public space and private property.

“We did not want to go to deep into
the weeds,” said Councilman Benoit,
addressing the inherent complexities
and ambiguities in civil liberty law.

Every municipality addresses public
protest in similar yet diverse language
to deal with each town’s size, popula-
tion and physical structures, stated
Councilman Benoit. Some municipali-
ties with major shopping malls, could
deem the shopping mall a public space
yet the public space is privately owned,
stated Councilman Benoit.

However, Garwood being a smaller
community without a major indoor
shopping mall does not have to account
for such a protest in the ordinance’s
language, Councilman Benoit said.

Mr. Jardim said he reviewed both
American Civil Liberties Union guide-
lines and New Jersey State Legislature
guidelines regarding how to draft a
municipal ordinance regulating public
protest. He said Garwood’s proposed
ordinance was drafted with respect to
those guidelines.

The governing body also adopted
two ordinances to create the office of
public information at a salary range

of between $2,500 and $5,000. The
individual would be responsible for
maintaining the borough’s official
website, social media outlets, and
publishing borough news, “including
news items pertaining to the mayor,
borough council, borough depart-
ments, the planning/zoning
board...and importantly, issues involv-
ing public safety, health and welfare;
and other similar activities,” accord-
ing to one of the ordinances.

The individual will write and issue
borough press releases and prepare
PowerPoint or similar presentations
for the mayor and council and bor-
ough departments as well as attend
borough events and activities. That
person also will provide or coordi-
nate photography and video services,
according to the ordinance.

In other business, Garwood resi-
dents showed their support for fellow
resident Cindy Krauss by showing up
at Ms. Krauss’ doorstep last Sunday to
pledge their support in helping Ms.
Krauss defeat cancer, stated Mayor
Todisco. The Mama Mare Breast Can-
cer Foundation reached out to Police
Chief James Wright to approve Santa
Claus’ arrival with Christmas carolers
who read Ms. Krauss the poem “A
Visit from St. Nicholas.” Santa gifted
Ms. Krauss a trip to “anywhere in the
world,” stated Mayor Todisco.

“The residents support and com-
munity spirit were recognized on last
week’s front page of The Star-Led-
ger,” Mayor Todisco said. “When her
cancer returned, seemingly the entire
town showed up on her doorstep.”

Ms. Krauss was re-diagnosed with
cancer in May after surviving a battle
with cancer 20 years ago, the mayor said.

“Cindy is a strong woman with a
very supportive family and she is
finishing up radiation treatment now,”
Mayor Todisco said.

Ms. Krauss surprise visit included
Mayor Todisco, Police Chief Wright
and his family, two borough police
officers, two police cars, a “Humvee,”
Fire Chief Allan Tweedle alongside
his family, as well as “a bunch of
volunteer firefighters” and three fire
trucks, stated Mayor Todisco.

“We stick to our motto ‘small town
with a big heart,’” she said.
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County
tion, the county will open new turf
fields in Berkeley Heights and
Rahway, as well as at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark.

The board also is switching to
double meetings this year by meet-
ing two times a month on Thursdays
beginning at 7 p.m. Agenda meet-
ings will be followed by the regular
meetings. Freeholder Chris Hudak,
in responding to Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson, said he feels this
will give residents an opportunity to
hear department directors provide
information on the dozens of resolu-
tions for the agenda-setting meet-
ings.

Mr. Paterson said he was concerned
that residents would not have time to
review items for the agenda-setting
meeting as they would be acted upon
by the board the same night.

The next board meeting will be on
Thursday, January 23.
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
ANOTHER YEAR AS MAYOR..Governor Phil Murphy congratulates Cranford
Commissioner Patrick Giblin, left, after he swore him in last Thursday for a
second year as mayor.

Giblin Named Mayor Again;
Prunty Named Dep. Mayor

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Patrick Giblin was
sworn in for a second term as mayor,
with newly sworn-in Committee-
woman Kathleen Miller Prunty named
deputy mayor, at last Thursday’s town-
ship committee reorganization meet-
ing. Mary O’Connor took the oath to
begin her third, three-year term on the
five-member committee.

In 2020, Ms. Prunty will serve as
commissioner of finance, Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve was named public
safety commissioner, Ms. O’Connor
will serve as public affairs commis-
sioner and Thomas Hannen, Jr. will
serve as commissioner of public works
and engineering.

In terms of municipal appoint-
ments, Ryan Cooper was reappointed
township attorney for a fourth year.
Norman Albert was reappointed
municipal prosecutor, with Mark
Rothman as alternate prosecutor,
while Jared Weiss was appointed
public defender. He had previously
been alternate public defender and
replaces John DeMassi as public
defender. Justin Quinn was appointed
as a full member of the zoning board
along with Kent Lucas, filling unex-
pired terms that expire December
31, 2020. Christopher Savino was
named to an unexpired zoning board
alternate seat, also through the end
of the year.

Christopher Chapman and Peter
Taylor were named to the planning
board for terms of one and three years,
respectively.

Governor Phil Murphy, who at-
tended the meeting, said in brief com-
ments that “this is not a time for
politics; this is a time to celebrate
service and delivering for our con-
stituents regardless of which side of
the aisle.” He also promised to fix
NJ Transit, “if it kills me, and it
might.” He attended the meeting to
swear in Mr. Giblin and Ms. Prunty
as mayor and deputy mayor, respec-
tively.

Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-
7th, Somerset), also on hand for the
reorganization, in his comments said
he hopes in the new year “that we can
all agree that we need to spend this
year fighting together for the things
that unite us, not fighting each other

over things that divide us.” He high-
lighted issues on which he has worked
for the region during his first year in
Congress, such as PSE&G’s project
to increase power lines from 26kv to
69kv and flooding concerns, as well
as the one-seat ride into Manhattan.

Senate Minority Leader Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21st, Westfield) referred to
Mayor Giblin as “uniquely talented.”
He said he will continue to work with
Cranford on issues such as the one-
seat ride to New York on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line.

“We’ve got to work on issues like
making sure that the cell tower (pro-
posed at Union County College by
Verizon Wireless) is stopped, and
we need to make sure that we con-
tinue to work on issues related to
flood control and all those other is-
sues that impact our homes and their
values and our families,” Mr. Kean
said.

In his comments, Mayor Giblin said
he intends to make flood-control issues
the township’s top priority in the new
year, along with continuing work on the
affordable-housing issues. He said the
township’s affordable-housing settle-
ment will come before the courts in the
next few months, where he hopes it will
receive the court’s approval.

He said the township committee
will hold a workshop budget meeting
on Cranford’s approximately $40-
million spending plan on Saturday,
January 11, at 8 a.m., in Room 108 of
the municipal building. The meeting
is open to the public.

During her remarks, Commis-
sioner O’Connor said she will be
forming a communications commit-
tee in her role as public affairs com-
missioner. She also announced that
she will have office hours the first
Tuesday of the month at the munici-
pal building.

Commissioner Prunty said she
wants to establish “a truly effective
public information program” for the
township. “Let us agree to debate the
facts, not rumors,” she said.

She also plans to have informal
neighborhood meetings where she can
listen to residents’ thoughts on issues
impacting Cranford.

Mayor Giblin said Ms. Prunty will
be a “fantastic voice” for township
residents.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
POWER LINEUP...Governor Phil Murphy, pictured left, sits in the front row
during Thursday’s Cranford reorganization meeting with Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st, Westfield), center, and Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset).
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Mayor Brindle Delivers
State of Town Address

Westfielder, and very proud to be part
of a community where we show that
politics doesn’t have to be toxic.”

Mayor Brindle also thanked a num-
ber of people and volunteers on the
town’s boards, commissions and com-
mittees, along with town employees,
the rescue squad, and Westfield’s
police and fire chiefs.

The mayor and town council made
multiple appointments. Howard
Egenberg was newly appointed to the
position of municipal prosecutor for
a one-year term ending December 31,
2020. Robert S. Bohrod was re-ap-
pointed to the position of town public
defender for a one-year term ending
December 31, 2020. Thomas C.
Jardim, of Jardim, Meisner and Susser
PC, was re-appointed as town attor-
ney. Frederick T. Danser, III was ap-
pointed as labor counsel to the town.
Jonathan Drill was appointed as spe-
cial affordable housing counsel for
one year, with the option to renew it
for two additional years at the town’s
discretion. Steve Rogut of Rogut
McCarthy LLC was appointed bond
counsel for one year, with a two-year
option at the town’s discretion.

Fifteen members were appointed
to the Green Team, with Janette
Spiezio and Tim Van Epp as co-chairs,
and Councilman David Contract con-
tinuing as council liaison.

The Public Arts Commission was
created this year with Councilwoman
Dawn Mackey as a town council repre-
sentative, Diane Barrasso Nigam ap-
pointed as the mayor’s designee, and
Paul Federico as the town historian
designee. Also on the commission are
members Kathleen Miller Prunty, Alex
Stone, Cheryl Rosario, Margaret Smith,
Lee Schaefer and Michele Modestino.

Gary Fox will remain as chair of
the recreation commission. Jennifer
Gilman, who ran for town council in
2019, was added as a member, as well
as Kenneth Rotter and Jonathan
Glacken. Larry McDermott and Jef-
frey Perrella were reappointed.

Planning board members Matthew
Ceberio and Ann Freedman were re-
appointed, Mayor Brindle will con-
tinue as mayor’s designee and Town
Engineer Kris McAloon will serve on
the board. The council liaison to the
board is Scott Katz.

The Board of Adjustment will see
newcomers Michael J. Cohen and
Samuel Reisen (alternate 2), while
Chris Masciale was reappointed to the
board. Robert Benacchio and James
Keenoy were not reappointed. Linda
Habgood will be the council liaison.

Councilman Michael Dardia will
be the council liaison to the board of
health. Ms. Habgood will be council
liaison to the Historic Preservation
Commission, and deputy mayor.
Councilman Boyes will be the coun-
cil liaison to the Tree Preservation
Commission. Councilman LoGrippo
will be the council liaison to the
Westfield Memorial Library Board.

Members of the council were ap-
pointed to the following Council Com-
mittees:

Finance Policy Committee: Linda
Habgood, chairwoman; David Con-
tract, vice-chairman; Mark Parmelee
and Mark LoGrippo.

Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee: Michael Dardia,
chairman; James Boyes, vice-chair-
man; Linda Habgood and Dawn
Mackey.

Code Review and Town Property
Committee: Dawn Mackey, chair-
woman; Mark Parmelee, vice-chair-
man; Scott Katz and Mark LoGrippo.

Public Works Committee: David
Contract, chairman; Scott Katz, vice-
chairman; James Boyes and Michael
Dardia.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
STATE OF THE TOWN...The state of the town address is given by Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle at the annual reorganization meeting Tuesday.

TIMES IN SOUTH KOREA...Nam Lim Shin and her daughter, Chloe Picard,
recently took a trip to Seoul, South Korea and brought along their favorite newspaper,
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, for reading material on the 14-hour flight.

remained for nearly seven months
prior to Monday’s plea.

Sentencing in the case has been
tentatively scheduled for Friday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2020, at which time the state
will request a term of five years in
state prison, with 42 months to be
served before the possibility of pa-
role, according to a media release
from the prosecutor’s office. Late last
year the prosecutor’s office denied
Wilkie’s request for a Graves waiver
in the case; such filings are made by
defendants seeking to avoid imposi-
tion of the state’s mandatory mini-
mum sentence for gun offenses.
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