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LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company

Bloomington, IL

Texas County Mutual
Dallas, TX1601561

Drive 
happier.

Join the millions who protect 
their cars with us. It’s one 
more way I’m here to help  
life go right .™

CALL ME TODAY  
FOR A QUOTE.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Go Green!  Save the Trees!  Help the Environment!
Advertise Your Business in Our Online-Only Pages!

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager at 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com  •  goleader.com/form/subscribe

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

SOUPER KIDS...The Westfield Area YMCA Early Learning programs recently
participated in their own “Souper” Bowl. The students brought in soup cans and
used them to vote for the team they thought would win the big game. In the process,
the youngsters practiced using tally marks, counting and sorting. A total of 311
cans of soup were then donated to the Westfield Food Pantry. For more informa-
tion on Y child care education programs, contact Eileen Rooney, Westfield Area
YMCA director of Early Childhood, at erooney@westfieldynj.org or (908) 301-
YMCA (9622), extension no. 134. Pictured, the Fun For Fours AM Class predicted
that the San Francisco 49ers would win 39-25 over the Kansas City Chiefs.

Library to Celebrate History
With Harriet and Clio

WESTFIELD — History will
come alive at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library with two programs tak-
ing place during the month of Feb-
ruary. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

In celebration of Black History
Month, the library will show the
critically-acclaimed film Harriet
on Tuesday, February 25, from 2:30
to 4:30 p.m. Harriet tells the story
of Harriet Tubman, her life and the
impossible obstacles she overcame.

Based on the inspirational life of
an iconic American freedom fighter,
the film recounts the extraordinary
tale of Harriet Tubman’s escape
from slavery and transformation into
one of America’s greatest heroes.

Haunted by memories of those
she left behind, Harriet (Cynthia

Erivo) ventures back into danger-
ous territory on a mission to lead
others to freedom. With allies like
abolitionist William Still (Leslie
Odom, Jr.) and the entrepreneurial
Marie Buchanon (Janelle Monáe),
Harriet risks capture and death to
guide hundreds to safety as one of
the most prominent conductors of
the Underground Railroad.

On Saturday, February 29, at 2
p.m., historian Erik Burro will dis-
cuss Westfield’s own World War I
monument, Clio, the Muse of His-
tory. Located in downtown Westfield
on the circle on North Avenue, Clio
is among more than 300 World War
I memorials in existence.

For the past two years, Mr. Burro
has independently researched and
photographed the major monuments
of the Great War in New Jersey and
neighboring states in support of the
American centennial. Along with the
monument in Westfield, he will dis-
cuss some of these other monuments
using vivid photos and telling the
century-old stories he has learned.

Mr. Burro is a lecturer and history
presenter in Burlington, a preoccu-
pation that has gradually taken over
his career since he worked on sev-
eral major exhibitions linked with
America’s bicentennial. In the years
since then, he has continued to re-
search, write and lecture on a variety
of historic topics, as well as provid-
ing first-person historical portrayals
at events throughout the Mid-Atlan-
tic region and in Europe. He also has
appeared on radio and television sta-
tions, including NPR and BBC.

These programs are free and open
to all. To register, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Committee Plans Program
On Israel Defense Forces

AREA — The public is invited to
attend a program on Sunday, March
8, at 2 p.m., on efforts to combat the
demonizing of the Israel Defense
Forces (IDF). Presented by The Is-
rael Support Committee of Central
New Jersey, it will take place at
Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah, located
at 111 Valley Road, Clark.

Veterans of the IDF, with first-hand
knowledge of the efforts taken to limit
civilian casualties, are fighting the
lies told about the IDF. The IDF has
formed “My Truth,” a grassroots or-
ganization of veterans that counters
the false accusations of IDF mistreat-
ment of Palestinians.

Avihai Shorshan, the founder, will
explain the dilemmas faced by the
IDF as it implements ethical codes to
avoid civilian casualties while fight-
ing terrorists who do not share the
same moral code. Mr. Shorshan and
“My Truth” have spoken before the
United Nations Human Rights Coun-
cil and the European Union and in the
Parliaments of Sweden and the United
Kingdom.

Mr. Shorshan will share his experi-
ences with the community. There is a
$10 suggested donation. Light re-
freshments will be available. For res-
ervations and additional information,
contact Conrad at (908) 531-8228 or
conradwho@gmail.com.

The Israel Support Committee of
Central New Jersey represents Chabad
of Union County in Scotch Plains,

Congregation Anshe Chesed in Lin-
den, Congregation Beth Israel in
Scotch Plains, Congregation Israel in
Springfield, Temple Beth El/Mekor
Chayim in Cranford, Temple Beth O’r
Beth Torah in Clark, Temple Emanu-
El in Westfield, Temple Sholom in
Scotch Plains and Union County To-
rah Center – Chabad in Westfield.

Library Friends Seek
Book Sale Donations
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Friends

of the Scotch Plains Public Library
will hold their annual Book Sale next
month to benefit the library.

This year’s sale will comprise a
children’s book sale, as well as DVDs
and compact discs for all ages. Be-
ginning on Thursday, March 12, from
10 a.m. to 8 p.m., the sale will con-
tinue on Friday, March 13, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., and conclude on Satur-
day, March 14, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Donations of clean, salable items
for the sale will be accepted during
normal library hours from Saturday,
February 29, to Wednesday, March
11. The library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue.

The Friends are a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization devoted to sup-
porting the programming and de-
velopment of the library, and have
contributed more than $195,000 to
the library since the group’s incep-
tion in 1998.

Presb. Women Event
To Spotlight 1920s

WESTFIELD — The Presbyte-
rian Women’s Group of Westfield
invites members of the community
to join the group for its program on
Thursday, March 19, at 9:30 a.m.

Guest speaker Walter
Choroszewski will discuss the Roar-
ing ’20s post-war prosperity, Prohi-
bition and the dramatic social and
political changes that shaped the
1920s as it “roared” with exuber-
ance. Mr. Choroszewski will present
an overview of this decadent de-
cade, defined by its rejection of
Victorian morality and replaced with
freewheeling new styles of dance,
fashion and art.

There is no charge for this event
and no reservations are required.
The program will be held in the
Fred Christian Lounge of The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield, lo-
cated at 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield. For more information,
contact pwwestfieldnj@gmail.com.

Photo courtesy of Tom Kranz
LADIES IN RED...Pam Gabel, director of community relations at The Chelsea at
Fanwood, speaks to attendees during The Chelsea’s annual Women’s Health event
on February 6. The women of the Chelsea and many of their guests donned red
attire for an evening of healthy food and wine, blood pressure checks, massages
and vendors selling handmade and natural products. The event benefited the
Fanwood Rescue Squad.

SP-F Hist. Society Invites
Public to ‘Storied Boards’

SCOTCH PLAINS — The His-
torical Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood invites the public to a pre-
sentation called “Storied Boards” at
its meeting on Tuesday, February 25,
at 7:30 p.m. It will take place at the
Shady Rest Scotch Hills Country
Club, located at 820 Jerusalem Road,
at the corner of Plainfield Avenue, in
Scotch Plains.

Actress/storyteller Laurie
MacDonnell-Gaulke will bring to life
memories and experiences from the
perspective of four historic homes.
Ms. MacDonnell-Gaulke researches,
writes, stages and performs unique,
one-woman plays and programs for a
variety of audiences. Drawn from
primary sources such as diaries, let-
ters and journals when possible, these
entertaining and educational perfor-
mances capture the essence of his-
torical figures and eras.

The entertainer, who holds a
master’s degree in cultural anthro-
pology, pairs her research skills and
acting talents with an avid interest in

period etiquette, vintage dancing and
World War I re-enacting to ensure
that her portrayals are both believ-
able and entertaining. She has per-
formed during Union County’s an-
nual Four Centuries in a Weekend
festivities, as well as at universities,
historical societies, clubs and histori-
cal venues throughout New Jersey
and beyond.

She was artist in residence at The
George Walter Vincent Smith Art
Museum in Springfield, Mass., in
1996 and 1997.

Founded in 1972, the Historical
Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
operates the historic Osborn Cannon-
ball House Museum in Scotch Plains,
while providing guest lectures at its
monthly meetings and taking care to
preserve some of the historic artifacts
and legends from the area’s early days.

The upcoming meeting is free and
all are welcome. Refreshments and
fellowship will follow the presenta-
tion. For further information, call
Connie Klock at (908) 232-9489.

Conservancy Guest to Give
Talk on Native Pollinators

CRANFORD — The Hanson
Park Conservancy invites the com-
munity to join its members on Tues-
day, March 24, at 7 p.m., for a
presentation on “Gardening to At-
tract Native Pollinators” with Vir-
ginia Lamb. It will take place at the
Cranford Community Center.

Participants will learn how they
can attract and foster native polli-
nator populations in their commu-
nity through plant selection and
organic gardening methods.

Native pollinators such as butter-
flies, bees and hummingbirds are
vital to maintaining diverse, resil-
ient ecosystems and play a criti-
cally important role in agricultural
and horticultural plant (and food)
production. They also help produce
beautiful gardens, as well as in-
crease enjoyment of natural spaces.

Populations of managed and na-
tive bees, especially honey bees,
are in a state of decline across
North America, due to a variety of
factors including Varroa mite in-
festations, Colony Collapse Disor-
der (CCD) and the use of insecti-
cides. Creating a pollinator habitat
locally is an important way to ad-
dress this critical conservation is-
sue while adding beauty to one’s
garden and landscape.

For those interested in learning
more, there will be information
available on the best resources.

Ms. Lamb, of Groundwork Edu-
cation and Consulting, has been
teaching adults and children about

environmental issues and garden-
ing for more than 25 years. She has
a Bachelor of Science degree in
Environmental Science and a Mas-
ter of Science in Soil Science. She
lives with her family in Maplewood.

The Cranford Community Center
is located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. This program is free and
open to the public. No registration
is required, but seating will be avail-
able on a first-come, first-served
basis. This presentation is sponsored
by the Hanson Park Conservancy.
To learn more, visit
hansonparkconservancy.com or like
the organization on Facebook.

Holy Trinity to Host Event
On Women’s Heart Health

WESTFIELD — In support of
Women’s Heart Health Month, the
Holy Trinity Catholic Parish will

host a free evening discussion on
Tuesday, February 25, about women
and heart disease. It will take place
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Holy
Trinity Parish Center, located at 506
Westfield Avenue, Westfield.

Guest speakers will include
Mirette Habib, MD, an interventional
cardiologist at Trinitas Hospital, and
Nancy Lessner, a medical nutrition-
ist and Westfield resident. In addi-
tion, a heart attack survivor will dis-
cuss her experience.

Presentations will be followed by
a question-and-answer period and
“heart-healthy” refreshments. All
are welcome to this event to discuss
the latest strategies for heart dis-
ease prevention, treatment and re-
covery from a woman’s perspec-
tive. Interested persons may RSVP
to Lori Arena, parish nurse, at
parishnurse@htrcc.org.Dr. Mirette Habib

Priest, Rabbi to Hold
Interfaith Dialogue

WESTFIELD — All are welcome
to attend a dialogue on Monday, March
16, between Father Anthony Randazzo
and Rabbi Charles A. Kroloff during a
Lunch & Learn event at Temple
Emanu-El. It will take place between
11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. and will be
followed by a complimentary lunch.

Father Randazzo is pastor of the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. He and Rabbi Kroloff,
rabbi emeritus of Temple Emanu-El,
will explore the wide scope of Ameri-
can religious life, Israel and contem-
porary society. They also will wel-
come probing questions and com-
ments from the audience.

Temple Emanu-El is located at 756
East Broad Street, Westfield. For fur-
ther information, call (908) 232-6770,
extension no. 117, or visit tewnj.org.

Caring Contact to Conduct
Volunteer Listener Training
SCOTCH PLAINS — Caring

Contact will offer its 97th volunteer
listening training beginning Tues-
day, March 17, and continuing
through Tuesday, June 16. Training
will run once a week, from 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., plus one full
weekend, June 6 and 7. It will be
held at Temple Sholom, located at
1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains.

Participants receive 54 hours of
comprehensive training by nation-
ally-certified instructors in active

listening and become certified in
Mental Health First Aid and Ap-
plied Suicide Intervention Skills
Training. Volunteers develop the
ability to listen actively, assess the
needs of someone in crisis and pro-
vide empathy and support.

“This training and volunteering
opportunity is ideal for retirees,
empty-nesters, stay-at-home par-
ents,” said Janet Sarkos, Caring
Contact’s executive director.
“Many of our listeners are looking
for something meaningful to do
after they have retired or their chil-
dren have left home. They find that
volunteering at Caring Contact not
only gives them something to do
with their newfound freedom but
also gives them a sense of reward
when they help someone in crisis.
Full-time professionals also par-
ticipate, finding the flexible vol-
unteer hours work well with their
work obligations.”

Following training, new volun-
teer listeners are supported by sea-
soned listeners during 24 hours of
internship before they take calls on
their own. Even once a volunteer is
a certified listener, the hotline pro-
vides a range of support and train-
ing opportunities to allow them to
keep honing their skills.

Anyone interested in registering
for the training should visit http://
caringcontact.org/volunteer-lis-
tener-application/.

Caring Contact is an award-win-
ning, volunteer-staffed crisis hotline
and listening community, providing
active listening support and best-
in-class training to the Central and
Northern New Jersey community.
More than 100 trained volunteer
listeners answered over 10,000 calls
last year from people in crisis, hav-
ing suicidal thoughts or simply feel-
ing depressed and lonely.

Anyone who is in crisis and needs
someone to listen is urged to call
Caring Contact at (908) 232-2880.
To learn more, visit caringcontact.org.

Blood Drive to Be
Held February 27

CLARK — New Jersey Blood Ser-
vices, a division of New York Blood
Center, has announced that a blood
drive is scheduled for next Thurs-
day, February 27, from 1:30 to 7:30
p.m. It will take place at Clark Res-
cue Squad headquarters, located at
875 Raritan Road, Clark, and will be
held in honor of February being
American Heart Month.

Appointments are appreciated. To
schedule an appointment, go to http:/
/tinyurl.com/GiveBloodNJBS, spon-
sor code 11959. Walk-ins also will
be welcome. Participants are re-
minded to eat and drink before do-
nating and to bring their Donor Iden-
tification or identification with their
name and photo.

For further information, call 1-(800)
933-BLOOD or visit nybc.org.
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Presb. Church Offers
Shrove Tuesday Meal
FANWOOD — The Fanwood Pres-

byterian Church invites all to a meal
of pancakes, sausages and applesauce
on Shrove Tuesday, February 25.
There will be continuous seating be-
tween 5:30 and 7 p.m. Crafts and
games for children will be provided.

The celebrations on the Tuesday
before Ash Wednesday and the Lenten
season are called many names: Mardi
Gras, Facshing, Fat Tuesday or Shrove
Tuesday. It is a day of fun, eating
sweets and other such fare before the
fasting during Lent.

Tickets will be available at the
door for $5 a person or $15 for a
family.

The church dining room is located
at the corner of Marian Avenue and
McDermott Place. Visitors are asked
to park on the street and enter through
the ramp door off Marian Avenue.

For more information or to order
tickets in advance, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891 or e-mail
fanwoodpres@gmail.com.


