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Garwood Seniors Plan Trip
To St. Joseph Festival

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Senior Citizen Club is planning a
bus trip to the St. Joseph Festival
held at The Brownstone in Pater-
son on Friday, March 20. It will be
an afternoon of fun, food and mu-
sic, presented by Jersey Dreamers.

Tickets are $55 per person. The
price includes two alcoholic drinks,
pasta, salad, an entrée choice of
chicken parmesan or sausage and
peppers, vegetable and potato, des-
sert, coffee, tea and soda. To reserve
a spot, call Betty at (908) 232-2077
or Shirley at (908) 377-5456.

Participants are asked to arrive
at the Garwood Firehouse on South
Avenue by 9:30 a.m., as the bus
will leave from the firehouse
promptly at 10 a.m. and return at
approximately 4 p.m.

The Garwood Senior Citizen
Club meets on the first and third
Thursday of each month at the

Garwood Firehouse at noon. All
Garwood senior citizens are invited
to join the club. The newly-elected
officers are Pat DiFabio, president;
Fred Unnold, vice-president;
Delores Cielinski, treasurer, and
Rita Unnold, secretary.

Kathleen Wierzbinski, senior
citizen director for the Borough of
Garwood, provides a monthly cal-
endar of events that are open to all
residents of Garwood age 55 and
over, not just club members. Among
the offerings are Zumba, bowling,
arts and crafts, line dancing, ce-
ramics and exercise classes. Inter-
ested persons who wish to be in-
cluded on the mailing list can call
Kathleen at (908) 789-0710.

– Obituaries –

Library Continues
Story Time Sessions

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Public Library will continue its cur-
rent story time sessions through
Thursday, April 2. The library has
weekly offerings for children rang-
ing in age from three months up to
5 years.

All story times meet at 10:15 a.m.
Babies ages 13 to 23 months are
invited to join Baby Story Time ev-
ery Monday morning. Preschoolers
ages 3 to 5 years are welcome to
attend 3-4-5 Story Time every Tues-
day morning, and children ages 3 to
12 months can enjoy story times on
Wednesday mornings. Two-year-
olds are invited to Toddler Story
Time on Thursday mornings.

No registration is required, but
participants are asked to arrive on
time, as space is limited and the
program may be unable to accom-
modate latecomers.

The Cranford Public Library is
located at 224 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. For information on all
l ibrary programs, visi t
CranfordLibrary.org.

NAMI Family Course
Begins This Evening
CLARK — The Union County af-

filiate of the National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) will once
again offer the Family to Family Edu-
cation course, which is open to all
parents, spouses, adult children and
siblings (over 18), grandparents, part-
ners and other caregivers of someone
living with a mental health illness.

This free, 11-week course will be-
gin this evening, Thursday, February
20, and run through Thursday, May 7.
Classes meet from 7 to 9:30 p.m. at
St. Agnes Roman Catholic Church,
located at 332 Madison Hill Road,
Clark. Registration is required prior
to the beginning of the first class.

Interested persons are asked to call
Pat at (732) 382-0762 or email
patroman2@aol.com. Those sending
an email are asked to include F2F class
in the subject line. An F2F teacher will
respond with further details.

Ruth G. Dimmick, 92, Beloved Mother;
Longtime Mountainside Resident
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Rotary Seeks Applicants For
Community Service Grants
WESTFIELD — Michael Miller,

Rotary Club of Westfield Commu-
nity Service Grants chairperson, has
announced that Rotary grant applica-
tions are now being accepted for con-
sideration. Non-profit organizations
may receive a copy of the official
application directly from the Rotary
website at westfieldrotary.com/; via
Rotary email at
info@westfieldrotary.com, or by call-
ing Mr. Miller at (908) 518-5404.

To be considered for a Westfield
Rotary Club Community Service
Grant, local non-profit organizations
must complete and submit the official
grant application before the Wednes-
day, April 15 deadline. The Rotary
Club, in accordance with its goal of
community service, is most interested
in providing grants for programs that

directly serve people in the commu-
nity. As part of the decision process,
the Grants Committee reviews the
simple, one-page application form to
receive a clear understanding of the
way in which the funds are used.
Grants will not be awarded for capital
improvements or operating funds.

Rotary is a community service
organization comprised of business
and professional men and women
who live or work in the Westfield
area. The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday, at 12:15 p.m.,
for lunch at the Westfield Area Y.
Prospective members and guests are
welcome to join Rotary members at
any of the club’s weekly meetings.

For additional information, e-
mail info@westfieldrotary.com/or
visit westfieldrotary.com/.
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Imagine Slates Training To
Help Grieving Youth, Adults
MOUNTAINSIDE — Imagine,

A Center for Coping with Loss will
hold a training session entitled
“Supporting Children, Teens and
Adults Coping with Loss” from
6:30 to 8 p.m. on Thursday, March
12. This program will be held at
Imagine, located at 244 Sheffield
Street, Mountainside.

Children, teens and adults will
experience different losses in life:
divorce, moving, friendships end-
ing, sports injuries or the death of
a friend or family member. Ac-
cording to Imagine, youth and
adults alike can learn how to cope
with loss, and even grow after loss,
if given the right support.

Those who attend this training will
learn definitions of loss, grief and
mourning; how children and adults
grieve differently; how grief affects
behavior, and ways to support griev-
ing children, teens and adults.

This program is for anyone who
wants to learn how to support some-
one who is grieving. While loss

due to death will be the primary
focus of this seminar, the concepts
that will be presented are appli-
cable to all types of loss. The semi-
nar is especially geared to parents
and grandparents, teachers, mem-
bers of community organizations,
coaches, therapists, counselors and
social workers.

“The most important thing a
grieving child needs is the active
presence of at least one, preferably
more, caring, healthy, and func-
tional adults in their lives who un-
derstand that when a child has a
loss they need support,” said Mary
Robinson, Imagine’s executive di-
rector and founder. Participants
will learn how to be that presence
in the life of grieving youth.

CEUs are available for social
workers. A $20 donation is appre-
ciated. A pizza dinner will be pro-
vided at 6:15 p.m. and the program
will begin at 6:30 p.m.

Interested persons are asked to
register by Tuesday, March 10. To
register for the training, visit
Imagine’s website, imaginenj.org.
For further information, contact
Connie Palmer at
connie@imaginenj.org or call
(908) 264-3100.

Imagine is a free grief support
center for children ages 3 to 18, and
young adults ages 18 to 30, who are
coping with loss due to the death of
a parent or sibling, or coping with a
family member living with an ill-
ness. Concurrent support is provided
for the parents and guardians of
youth in the program. Imagine is
located in Mountainside, serving
all of Union County and beyond,
and in Newark’s South Ward, serv-
ing Newark and surrounding towns.
For more information, call (908)
264-3100 or visit imaginenj.org.

Trinity Invites Community
To Ash Wednesday Services
CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-

copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, invites everyone
to come for Ash Wednesday ser-
vices, at noon and 7:30 p.m. (with
music), on Wednesday, February 26.

Ash Wednesday is the first day
of Lent. The name comes from the
practice of placing (or imposing) a
cross of ashes on the forehead of
Christians as a sign of their mortal-
ity and penitence. Lent is the litur-
gical season of 40 days of peni-
tence and fasting (Sundays, the

Sabbath day, are not part of the
Lenten fasting days.) Christians are
invited “to observe a Holy Lent by
self-examination and repentance by
prayer, fasting and self-denial, and
by reading and meditating on God’s
Holy Word.”

Historically, Lent was a time con-
verts were prepared for Holy Bap-
tism or for reconciling those who
had been separated from the church
through penitence and forgiveness.
It serves as a reminder to all Chris-
tians of the need to continually
renew their faith and repentance.

Trinity Episcopal  Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family that welcomes all people
and strives to “know Christ and to
make the Lord known through faith,
fellowship, and service.” Sunday
services, celebrated by the Rever-
end Andy Kruger, Trinity’s rector,
are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. Father
Kruger also leads the Daily Of-
fices of Morning and Evening
Prayer Tuesdays through Fridays,
at  8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.,  in
Witherington Chapel, which is ac-
cessible by outside stairs at the
right rear corner of the church.

For more information about Trin-
ity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranford.org/.

Bake Sale Sunday to Benefit
Seamen’s Church Institute

Photo credit: Seamen’s Church Institute
PASTORAL CARE...A chaplain from the Seamen’s Church Institute, right, visits
with a crew member aboard ship.

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will hold a bake
sale fundraiser this Sunday, February
23, for the Seamen’s Church Institute
(SCI) following both the 8 a.m. and
10 a.m. services. Trinity also is col-
lecting trial-size shampoo, two- and
four-ounce bottles of hand lotion, lip
balm, soft packs of facial tissue, packs
of chewing gum, and microwave pop-
corn, for SCI’s “Christmas at Sea”
program. Everyone is welcome.

“Ninety percent of everything con-
sumed is brought over by container
ship,” said The Reverend Andy
Kruger, Trinity’s rector. For additional
information, call (908) 276-4047.

The SCI, founded in 1834 and affili-
ated with the Episcopal Church, is the
largest mariners’ support agency in

North America. It provides profes-
sional mariners with specially-tailored
education, free legal advocacy for
mariner welfare, and pastoral care. It
operates Seafarer Centers in Port New-
ark, the Port of Oakland, Houston,
Tex., and Paducah, Ky. Its chaplains
visit more than 2,400 vessels a year.

The Seafarer Centers provide mari-
ners and port workers with Internet
access and personal computers, inter-
national calling and cheap phone
cards, recreational activities, worship
and pastoral care regardless of their
religious affiliation, and free shuttles
from terminal gates to the center and
local stores.

More information about the SCI is
available by visiting
seamenschurch.org/ or calling (973)
589-5828.

Ruth Dimmick

Ruth Dimmick (née Giehmann)
passed away on Sunday, January 26,
at the age of 92, in Newtown, Conn.
She was born in Eliza-
beth, N.J., on July 24,
1927, grew up in Roselle,
N.J., and graduated from
Abraham Clark High
School. She was first
employed as a library
clerk at Exxon Research
and Engineering in Lin-
den, N.J., where she met
her husband, Byron, a
patent attorney. Mrs.
Dimmick received a
Business Certificate
from Middlesex Com-
munity College and was
later employed by Overlook Hospital
for 17 years as an administrator in the
Nursing Education Department. She
spent most of her adult years in
Mountainside, N.J.

Mrs. Dimmick was an active com-
munity volunteer, served as president

of the Governor Livingston Regional
High School Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation, and was a deacon of the Com-

munity Presbyterian
Church.

She is preceded in
death by her husband,
Byron, and is survived
by her sons, Paul
Dimmick and his wife,
Susan, of Atlanta, Ga.,
and Gary Dimmick and
his wife, Peg, of
Newtown, Conn., and her
sister, Charlotte Huser of
Lockwood, Mo. She also
leaves three grandchil-
dren, Peter, Maggie and
Kat, and one great-grand-

daughter, Sarah, as well as several
loving nieces and nephews.

A memorial service will be held at
the Community Presbyterian Church,
Deer Path Road, Mountainside, on
Saturday, April 4, at 12 p.m.
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Henry Kohlenberger, WW II Veteran;
Active In Church and F-SP YMCA

Henry Kohlenberger, 91, died on
Sunday, February 9, 2020, at Center
for Hope in Scotch Plains. Born in
Elizabeth, he resided in Scotch Plains
for 65 years.

Mr. Kohlenberger served in the
U.S. Army during World War II, then
went on to receive his Bachelor’s
degree from Lafayette College,
where he continued to work on the
annual Fund Drive with the class of
1951. He was employed as a sales-
man by ACIPCO (American Cast
Iron Pipe Co.) for 38 years. He had
served as an Elder with the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, was a member
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA and was an avid Giants fan.

Mr. Kohlenberger was predeceased
by his wife, Nancy, in 2008, and his
daughter, Jane, in 2015. He is sur-
vived by his daughters, Lynn
Mittelstaedt (and her husband,
Ronald), Nancy Kohlenberger, Diana

Shoback (and her husband, Joe) and
Sue Kelly (and her husband, Denis);
his son, Randy (and his wife, Jil); his
grandchildren, Dr. Brent Mittelstaedt
(and his wife, Tammy), Amy
Thibodeau (and her husband, Tom),
Brendan Kelly (and his wife,
Conchita) and Danielle and Kim
Shoback. He is also survived by five
great-grandchildren.

Friends and family are invited to
attend a memorial visitation on Friday,
February 21, from 3 to 7 p.m., at
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue, Fanwood. A memorial ser-
vice will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 22, at the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, 74 Martine Avenue, Fanwood,
at 11 a.m. In lieu of flowers, donations
to the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
would be appreciated. For additional
information or to sign the guestbook,
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Photo Credit: Jim Behnke, Cranford
HOLY SEASON...Father Andy
Kruger preaches during Lent at the
Trinity Episcopal Church in Cranford.

Hale Speaker Series Lists
Lineup For 2020 Talks

WESTFIELD — Keeping in line
with its goal of presenting talks by
Westfield-affiliated speakers, the
popular Hale Speaker Series has an-
nounced its lineup for 2020. All the
talks will take place on a Wednesday
evening.

The initial Hale talk is set for March
18 with speaker Robert Wendel, town
historian and co-chair of Westfield’s
300th anniversary committee. He will
discuss the town’s “Revolutionary
War Homes — Then and Now.”

Another town resident, Judge John
M. Boyle, will regale Hale attendees in
a May 13 talk entitled “Looking Back,”
about his life in Westfield as well as his
60-year career as a lawyer and his 17
years as a judge. Judge Boyle’s son,
Tim, the co-owner of 16 Prospect, is a
previous Hale Series speaker.

Ricardo Roig, creator of the mural
on the train trestle near the South Av-

enue circle, has chosen the topic “Lo-
cal Color” for his talk on October 7.
Mr. Roig is a former Westfield Schools
art teacher who owns a local gallery.

The final 2020 Hale speaker will be
Westfield High School graduate Aimee
Nuzzo, a former television reporter
who now owns a production company.
Her talk, “Shedding the Spotlight,” is
scheduled for November 4.

The Hale Speaker Series, now in its
13th year, was founded by the late
Lee Hale in honor of his wife, Anne,
after her death in 2007. Funding comes
from the Anne and Lee Hale Fund and
the Thomas Glasser Foundation.

The programs are hosted by the
Friends of Westfield Memorial Li-
brary in the library’s meeting room,
located at 550 East Broad Street. The
Hales’ daughter Barbara, a member of
the Hale Speaker Series committee,
introduces the respective speakers.

Kristan McAliney

Kristan McAliney, 53, Beloved Wife
And Mother; Talented Photographer
Kristan Hilla McAliney, born on

May 17, 1966, died suddenly Satur-
day morning, February 15, 2020. A
passionate photographer, Kristan never
left home without her camera, and
worked at various compa-
nies as a product photog-
rapher as well as a photog-
rapher for The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Kristan grew up in
Cranford with five sib-
lings, Kathie, Donald,
Nancy, Joseph (late) and
Maureen. A bit of a jock,
Kristan played on
Cranford High School’s
field hockey team as well
as the women’s basketball team,
where she was the captain senior
year. After living briefly in Califor-
nia, Kristan returned to the area and
lived in Westfield. She received her
Bachelor’s degree from Caldwell
University, and her Masters in Fine
Art from The New School.

Kristan met her husband, Peter, in
October of 2000, and they wed in
2002. Kristan, her daughter, Sierra,
and Peter enjoyed spending time to-
gether locally as well as abroad. They
have many memories together in
places like the Winter Carnival in
Quebec, springtime in Paris and sum-
mers on Prince Edward Island.

Kristan had many hobbies. Na-
ture, travel and portrait photography
topped the list. She also loved at-
tending concerts and meeting up with
friends for dinner and drinks. On
Saturday mornings you could find

Kristan on her back porch sipping
coffee and watching the birds. On
Sunday afternoons you’d find her on
the couch in the living room, reading
a book and listening to WXPN.

It was very important to
Kristan to give back. She
spent time volunteering in
a number of activities, in-
cluding the Holy Trinity
Youth Grief Ministry and
coaching her daughter’s
basketball and soccer
teams. Her family has de-
cided that consistent with
Kristan’s selfless and giv-
ing nature, to donate her
organs, so that she can pro-
vide life (or a better qual-

ity of life) to many more people – she
will continue to live on through others.

Kristan is survived by her husband,
Peter McAliney, and her daughter,
Sierra McAliney, and her siblings,
Kathie Mulcahy (Tom), Nancy
Malinowski (George), Donald Hilla
(Candace) and Maureen Hilla. Also,
multiple nieces, nephews, grand-
nieces and grand-nephews.

Viewing will be held from 5 to 9
p.m. on Friday, February 21, at Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue
West, Cranford, N.J. A short viewing
will be held at 9:30 a.m. Saturday,
February 22, at the funeral home be-
fore mass. Mass will be held at 10:45
a.m. on Saturday at the Holy Trinity
Church in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be made to The Shar-
ing Network.
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