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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.
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Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Solving New Jersey’s Tax Problem
By Assemblyman Jon Bramnick

To start the new decade I hope that
tax relief, rather than tax hikes – of
which there were $3 billion over the
past two years – will take precedence.
Recently released IRS data shows
that $3.2 billion of income moved out
of the state last year. That brings the
total to $28 billion of lost income
since 2005. New Jersey can’t afford
to wait. The time to act is now.

Trenton Democrats have controlled
the Legislature since 2002. That is 18
years of broken promises to reduce
property taxes. Nearly two decades
of politically convenient quotes but
failure to act. To make matters worse
under Governor Murphy’s
administration and the Democrat
Legislature there is argument over
which taxes to raise.

When the Assembly reconvened
this fall, after a months-long recess
the Democrat majority once again
told New Jersey what their priorities
are and it was astonishing. They
prioritized giving convicted felons
the ability to vote, providing
undocumented immigrants financial
assistance and drivers licenses.
Nothing to solve New Jersey’s tax
problem. The Democrats in the
Legislature passed a billion-dollar tax
hike on businesses while the Governor
is pushing for an income tax and sales
tax hike. These proposals ignore the
core issue: New Jersey’s high taxes.

Thousands of New Jersey families
are fleeing our beloved state every
year. That means families are being
separated from one another. A visit
with grandparents that were once a
car ride away now require a flight.
This troubling trend must be stopped.
We must address housing affordability
by actually making existing housing
more affordable. That starts by
lowering property taxes. New Jersey
leads the nation in foreclosures, and

has for years. Court-mandate high-
density housing is not the solution to
this problem. It is a terrible irony that
such housing actually makes the cost
of living less affordable.
Municipalities must raise property
taxes to prepare for an influx of new
students, more police, infrastructure
improvements, and other expenses
that towns struggle to keep funded.
The families and people who live in
these communities do not get a say in
what happens in their town, but they
end up paying for it. Not only should
we rein-in property taxes for the first
time since Gov. Chris Christie
implemented the 2-percent cap but
that same principal should be applied
to state government.

State spending is increasing faster
than future revenues will be able to
keep up. While towns must maintain
fiscal responsibility by keeping tax
levies below 2 percent, the first two
budgets by the Democrats under one-
party rule has increased state spending
by 12 percent. Under the Democrats
one-party rule the cry of New Jersey
residents has gone ignored in favor of
extreme policies favoring the
convicted over the taxpayer. Last year,
a NJBIA-Rutgers poll found, once
again, that property taxes are by far the
greatest concern of New Jerseyans
and people don’t think the state
government did enough to relieve the
financial pressure of taxes.

In 2020 I hope the people of New
Jersey are no longer ignored. That the
Democrats indifferent attitude toward
the state’s tax burden will change. My
entire time in the Legislature I have
fought to make our state more affordable
and I still believe it is possible. The
Assembly Republican caucus has many
proposals to do so and we stand ready
to work across the aisle to have answer
the taxpayers concerns.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 3/12/20 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFER-
ENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:
County Route 577 (Main Street) Bridge over Route 78, Contract No. 003144330,

Bridge Deck/Superstructure Replacement and Sign Structures, Township of
Springfield, Township of Millburn, Union County, Essex County

Federal Project No: NHP-0577(333), UPC NO: 144330, DP No: 20101
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 02/20/20, 02/27/20 and 03/05/20, The Leader Fee: $217.26

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000355

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-024001-18

Plaintiff: M&T BANK
VS.
Defendant: PRAKASH V. N. RAO AKA

PRAKASH N. RAO AND BHAVANI P. RAO AND
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A., AND SUNNOVA
ASSET PORTFOLIO 4 LLC, AND UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA

Sale Date: 03/11/2020
Writ of Execution: 01/03/2020
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Seventy-One Thousand Nine Hundred Fifty-Five
and 51/100*** $471,955.51.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains in the County of Union, and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as 6 Breezy Court Scotch
Plains Township, New Jersey 07076 with a mail-
ing address of 6 Breezy Court, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076.

Tax Lot No. 4 in Block No. 15202.
Dimensions of Lot: (Approximately) 139.53

feet by 107.96 feet.
Nearest Cross Street: Autumn Drive.
Total Upset:  ***Four Hundred Ninety-Three

Thousand Two Hundred Thirty-Eight and 63/
100*** $493,238.63 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
KML LAW GROUP, P.C.
216 HADDON AVENUE
SUITE 406
WESTMONT NEW JERSEY 08108
(215) 627-1322
4 T - 02/13, 02/20, 02/27
& 03/05/20 Fee: $167.28

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Teff – A grain plant of Abyssinia

from which flour is made
2. Terebinth – A small European tree

of the sumac family. Turpentine tree
3. Deave – To confuse or stun with

noise
4. Dichostasis – Spontaneous subdivi-

sion

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

ZAX
1. A blister beetle
2. An instrument for trimming roofing

slates
3. Resilient; flexible
4. Marked with crossbars

VALISE
1. A small suitcase
2. A sleeveless garment worn over or

under armor
3. A type of sweet onion
4. A light, rounded helmet with a visor

PHOCINE
1. Marshy; covered with water
2. Relating to seals
3. Of or like a sea slug or shell-less

snail
4. Shiny; glossy; beaming with light

SPREAGHERY
1. The act of deriding or ridiculing
2. Violation of faith or allegiance
3. Cattle stealing
4. A cowardly, comtemptible act

We Urge Residents Re-Elect
Democrat Rep. Tom Malinowski

The time and energy Tom has spent
on constituents’ behalf has been
nothing short of extraordinary.
Crisscrossing the district every
weekend and recess, Tom has held 32
Town Halls and corner meetings, and
attended an astounding 250 plus
community events. In 2019, only his
first full year in office, he introduced
19 pieces of legislation, and co-
sponsored over 300 other bills. From
meeting with North Plainfield business
leaders and holding an interfaith
leadership security briefing, to visiting
a Morris County Head Start program
in Dover and holding a veterans’ Town
Hall, clearly Tom Malinowski has the
desire to hear and act on what all his
constituents have to say.

Two specific problems have directly
threatened our quality of life in New
Jersey – the elimination of the state
and local tax (SALT) deductions for
federal income taxes, and the nightmare
of commuting on NJ Transit. Since the
day he took office, Tom Malinowski
has been relentless in developing real
solutions to these issues.

To counter the Trump
administration’s costly and punitive
cap on the SALT deductions, Tom co-
sponsored the “Restoring Tax Fairness
for States and Localities Act,” which
would eliminate the current $10,000
cap, and has successfully passed in
the House.

For many residents, the difficulty
of commuting on NJ Transit threatens
our sanity and prosperity. However,
Rep. Malinowksi has shown his
dedication to our needs in the signature
accomplishment of his first term,
funding for the initial stage of the
long-stalled Gateway tunnel project.
With Tom’s key position on the House
Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee, he is in the best position
to continue demanding progress, and
has shown he will not back down.

To paraphrase a saying about James
Brown, Tom just might be the hardest
working representative in
Washington. Let’s keep him there.

Laurie Woog
Steve Gorelick
Westfield, NJ

Autism Awareness Talk Offers
Important Message For Youth

New York Needs to End Practice
Of Sending Homeless to Jersey

Of the many vital causes embraced by our area residents
and leaders, autism awareness is among those to have
gained especially strong ground in recent years. In the past
decade we have seen programs, events and advocacy for
those on the autism spectrum and their families grow within
our schools, houses of worship and our communities overall.

We applaud all of these efforts promoting inclusion,
acceptance and understanding of those with autism, and
believe these goals were advanced even further through a
recent presentation at a local school.

Last month, University of Pennsylvania junior Alexandra
Jackman returned to Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, where she previously was a student, as a
champion for autism awareness.

As reported by The Star-Ledger in its coverage of the
January 10 event, Ms. Jackman is the writer and director
of a documentary entitled A Teen’s Guide to Understanding
and Communicating with People with Autism.

She gave the keynote address at an assembly hosted by
Roosevelt School’s chapter of Girls Learn International
honoring the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Ms.
Jackman described for her young audience “how rewarding
it can be to reach out to people they might view as different,”
according to a Roosevelt School social studies teacher
quoted in the February 9 Star-Ledger article. A press release
on the program appears on Page 13 of this newspaper.

We concur with Ms. Jackman’s message to the Roosevelt
students about making such connections, and feel it is an
especially important lesson for our youth, whose perceptions

of others and the world around them are evolving every day.
It is our hope that similar presentations on autism awareness,
and awareness of others with special needs, will be featured
in schools and as part of youth group activities.

In conjunction with such student-focused programs,
we also laud the continued success of other local initiatives
promoting autism awareness. The most high profile
among them is the annual “Rockin’ for Autism” festival
organized since 2016 by Fanwood teen Mallory Banks,
which has raised thousands of dollars for the nonprofit
Autism New Jersey.

Our residents, faith communities, business and law
enforcement entities also have backed autism awareness
through such activities as the North/Central New Jersey
Walk Now for Autism Speaks and the Westfield Police
Department’s Autism Family Day.

Earlier this month, Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim of
Cranford hosted a program called “Hineni: Here I Am —
Autism, Jewish Education and Inclusion.” Additionally,
Fanwood Memorial Library Director Dan Weiss and late
former Scotch Plains Public Library Director Meg Kolaya
developed “Libraries and Autism: We’re Connected,” as a
means to enhance library services to individuals on the
autism spectrum and their families.

We are at our best as a society when all of its members
— including those with special needs or differently-abled
— are equally recognized. We therefore feel that causes
such as autism awareness and the inclusion they foster can
only strengthen our communities going forward.

The battle between New Jersey and New York City is
continuing as a New Jersey State Senate Committee has
passed legislation that would prohibit landlords from
accepting housing assistance vouchers provided by
another state in order to relocate a homeless person to
New Jersey. The legislation is sponsored by two Union
County state lawmakers.

Senators Joe Cryan and Nick Scutari have sponsored
Senate Bill 889, which would prohibit landlords from
accepting housing assistance vouchers provided by
another state in order to relocate a homeless person to the
Garden State, “where they often end up in substandard
housing that quickly expires and leaves them with no
support services,” according to a Senate Democrats’
press release.

Union County announced in December that it was
“investigating all options, including legal action,” to end
New York’s “practice of relocating homeless families
from the city into Union County communities without
notice and without support services,” according to a
county release.

The county reported that over 50 families were known to
have been relocated from New York to seven municipalities
in Union County under the city’s “Special One Time
Assistance Program” or SOTA program. The program
provides one year of rent to relocated families, but does not
provide any other forms of assistance to families relocated
outside of the city, according to the county release.

“The SOTA program commenced in 2017. Union
County was added to the program as an out-of-city
relocation destination, without notice, in August 2019,”
according to the release.

Union County Manager Ed Oatman said in December

that the county was working with impacted municipalities,
“to bring this appalling practice to a halt as quickly as
possible, and to seek reimbursement for any costs
incurred. We will go to the courts if necessary.”

Sen. Cryan, whose 20th legislative district includes
Elizabeth, Union and Hillside, all impacted by the
dumping of New York’s homeless population on their
communities, said that New York’s program “mistreats
a vulnerable population by relocating them to New
Jersey without services to address the problems that
contributed to their homelessness and short-term housing
that leaves them out on the streets again.”

Sen. Scutari’s 22nd legislative district includes Linden,
Rahway and Plainfield, also impacted by New York’s
action. He said many of those relocated to New Jersey
are “often taken advantage of” as landlords “can place
them in apartments that have not passed inspection and,
because they are paid up front for a full year, they have
no incentive to fix any problems with the units.” He said
many of these costs are then “forced on communities
here in New Jersey.”

Removing payment for New Jersey landlords to accept
New York’s homeless should help curtail the problem,
but the city needs to take action as well, as this is their
problem, not New Jersey’s.

New Jersey should not be a dumping ground for New
York. We encourage Mayor Bill de Blasio and the City
Council and Governor Andrew Cuomo to remedy this
situation. New York should take responsibility for its
own residents. It is dehumanizing enough to be homeless,
but to be taken to another state and to be left without the
necessary resources to survive has only exasperated the
problem. Wake up, New York.


