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Are You Minding

Your Business?

Get an inside look at vibrant retirement living in 
New Providence. Come and tour our beautiful amenities, 
campus, and maintenance-free homes.

Sunday, February 23, 2020
11:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. 

535 Mountain Avenue, New Providence 

RSVP today by calling 

1-800-208-1976.
Follow event parking signs upon arrival.

Bring your friends and family!

Join Lantern Hill for a

Sunday Open House

New Providence 

LanternHillCommunity.com

This event will not include a formal marketing presentation,  
but sales associates will be on hand to answer your questions.
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Kean Comments on Release
Of Top 10 Educated States

Malinowski Votes to
Remove ERA Deadline

Bill Aimed at Preventing
Mistreatment of Homeless

TRENTON — A senate committee
has approved legislation sponsored
by Senator Joe Cryan (D-20th, Union)
and Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd,
Linden) that would help prevent the
mistreatment of the homeless by New
York City’s program that relocates
people from the city’s housing shelters
to other communities, including those
in New Jersey.

The bill, S-889, would prohibit
landlords from accepting housing
assistance vouchers provided by
another state in order to relocate a
homeless person to New Jersey,
where they often end up in
substandard housing that quickly
expires and leaves them with no
support services.

“New York City’s program
mistreats a vulnerable population
by relocating them to New Jersey
without services to address the
problems that contributed to their
homelessness and short-term
housing that leaves them out on the
streets again,” Senator Cryan said.
“This is a regional problem that
needs a broader, more coordinated

solution. Breaking the cycle of
homelessness means addressing
social issues, such as health care
and job training. It can’t be solved
by relocation to other communities.”

New York City launched a program
giving residents of homeless shelters
one-year rental vouchers they can use
in other states. New Jersey has
absorbed 2,226 families under the so-
called “Special One-Time Assistance”
program.

 “The people who are relocated are
often taken advantage of as well,”
Senator Scutari said. “The landlords
can place them in apartments that
have not passed inspection and,
because they are paid up front for a
full year, they have no incentive to fix
any problems with the units. Many of
the costs are then forced on
communities here in New Jersey.”

NYC’s Department of Investigation
issued a report in December 2019
that was harshly critical of the
program.

The bill was approved on Thursday
by the New Jersey Senate Community
and Urban Affairs Committee.

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Minority Leader Tom Kean (R-21st,
Westfield) released the following
statement on New Jersey’s Top Ten
ranking in Wallethub’s 2020’s Most
and Least Educated States in America:

“While New Jersey is currently one
of the ‘Most Educated States’ in the
nation, our out migration problem
many put this notable statistic at risk in
the future. Many high school graduates
choose to attend college outside of
New Jersey. Once these students leave,
many never return to New Jersey to
help build our workforce, support their
families, or contribute to our
communities. This is because our state
is simply too expensive.

“This ‘brain drain’ really hurts our
state, and it’s something we must
understand better if we are to counter

it successfully. My bipartisan
legislation to study this out migration
pattern passed the New Jersey Senate
last year. After investing so much to
educate our next generation in grade
and high school, it would be a real
boost to have more of our talented
high school graduates plant roots at
home in the Garden State.

“A culture that encourages
innovation and entrepreneurship
attracts businesses and creates jobs.
Raising taxes will not create that
culture. Lowering costs across the
board – for students, for families, for
businesses, and for retirees – will
make New Jersey more competitive.
Healthy competition spurs the best
innovation, leading to economic
growth and job creation for
generations to come.”

Coleman Applauds Passage
Of Right to Organize Act

WASHINGTON, D.C. —
Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th,
Somerset) voted to pass H.J. Resolution
79, a resolution to remove an arbitrary
deadline previously set by Congress for
states to ratify the Equal Rights
Amendment (ERA). The Congressman
said the resolution will help facilitate
the timely ratification of the ERA as an
amendment to the United States
Constitution. Mr. Malinowski is a co-
sponsor of this legislation.

The ERA states: “Equality of rights
under the law shall not be denied or
abridged by the United States or any
state on account of sex.” The amendment
would give women in the United States

a legal tool to overcome barriers to full
equality, including pay discrimination,
pregnancy discrimination, and sexual
and domestic violence. It would provide
a single, national baseline protection
against sex discrimination across the
country, according to a press release
from the Congressman.

When Congress passed the ERA in
1972, it attached a seven-year
ratification deadline to the preamble,
which was later extended three more
years. By 1982, 35 states out of the
required 38 states had voted to ratify the
amendment. In the past three years,
grassroots campaigns have successfully
secured ratification votes in Nevada,
Illinois, and most recently, Virginia.

“Today the ERA is one step closer to
ratification,” Congressman
Malinowski said. “The Constitution
will not be a complete expression of
our country’s highest values until the
rights and equality of women are
enshrined within it.”

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Last
week Congresswoman Watson
Coleman (D-12th, Trenton)
applauded the passage of H.R. 2474,
Protecting the Right to Organize Act
or PRO Act, legislation that would
amend the National Labor Relations
Act and related labor laws to extend
protections to union workers.

“The middle class in America was
built with union labor. For decades,
powerful corporate interests and
their allies in the Republican Party
have worked to weaken labor power
and chipped away at institutions
like the National Labor Relations
Board. Their efforts have brought
us to a point were union membership
has cratered, and it’s no coincidence
that income inequality has grown to
its highest level since the years
leading up to the Great Depression.

“With the Pro Act, Democrats are
taking yet another step to fulfill our

promise to stand up for the people,
instead of corporate interests and
shareholders. It’s about holding
companies accountable and giving
power back to those responsible for
their profits. The PRO Act helps
Americans who work odd hours and
multiple jobs, it covers those who
must work multiple jobs so that they
do not lose their right to organize
when they change shifts, and this
ensures many of the most vulnerable
workers are not left behind.

“The most important part of the
PRO Act is the protection for the right
to strike. All other labor power flows
from worker’s ability to organize and
withhold their labor. If workers can
put their sweat into building the
greatest country in the world it is
essential that they have the right to
join their fellow workers to demand a
fair share of what they built.

“I am thrilled to see this bill pass in
the House and remain committed to
working Americans,” the
Congresswoman said in a prepared
statement.

The 12th Congressional District
the Congresswoman represents
includes most Scotch Plains and all of
Fanwood and Plainfield.

SAGE to Host Program
On Medicare Options

MEDICARE OPTIONS..SHIP (State Health Insurance Assistance Program) at
SAGE will host a free program to discuss Medicare plans and options, and answer
questions. Held at SAGE Eldercare, 290 Broad Street, Summit, the Medicare 101
program will take place on Wednesdays: March 18, April 15, May 20 and June 17.
Pictured is Elyse Drucker, Union County SHIP coordinator.

Union County Offers
Indoor, Outdoor Activities

COUNTY — From an interactive
nature museum and a public ice
skating rink, to an eye-popping model
train display and a lavishly restored
1920’s vaudeville theatre, Union
County is full of unique and unusual
activities for residents and visitors in
search of indoor fun during the cold
winter months.

The winter activities are included
in 52 Great Things to Do in Union
County This Year, a newly updated,
season by season list of indoor and
outdoor events and programs offered
or supported by Union County,
available on the county website at
ucnj.org/52.

“We hope this newly updated list
will help residents and visitors
discover all that Union County has to
offer, especially in the winter months
when it can be difficult to get out,”
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said.

The Union County park system
includes the Deserted Village of
Feltville, an Olympic-scale archery

range, a riding stable, and skateboard
parks among other unique features.

In addition to programs in the parks,
Union County sponsors numerous art
and history events throughout the year
including the Sensory Friendly
Theatre series for audiences with
sensory sensitivities. The next Sensory
Friendly Theatre presentation will be
a special performance of Cinderella
by the New Jersey Ballet, at the Union
County Performing Arts Center in
Rahway on Sunday, March 8.

The county’s environmental
volunteer activities also attract
hundreds of participants yearly.

For more information visit the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation online at ucnj.org/parks.

For quick links to all Union County
environmental programs and
activities visit The Green Connection
at ucnj.org/green-connection.

County Announces
Budget Meetings

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders Fiscal
Affairs Committee will hold special
budget meetings on the 2020 budget
on the following dates in March:

Wednesday, March 4 at 7 p.m. in the
Cranford Municipal Building council
chambers, 8 Springfield Avenue; Thursday,
March 12, at 6 p.m. in the administrative
building board room at the Vocational-
Technical Schools, 1776 Raritan Road in
Scotch Plains, and Wednesday, March 18
in the Rahway City Hall council chambers,
1 City Hall Plaza.

While open to the public, there will
be no opportunity for public comments
at the budget meetings. The time and
place for public comments on the 2020
budget will be provided during the
official public hearing on the budget,
which will be announced at the time of
the budget introduction.
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SUMMIT — SHIP (State Health
Insurance Assistance Program) at
SAGE will host a free program to
discuss Medicare plans and options,
and answer questions. Held at SAGE
Eldercare, 290 Broad Street, Summit,
the Medicare 101 program will take
place from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. on
Wednesdays: March 18, April 15,
May 20 and June 17.

SAGE Eldercare serves as the
SHIP representative for Union
County. Staff and volunteers are
available for free, personalized,
confidential and objective Medicare
counseling regarding program
options, claims, billing, appeals and
information about programs for
people with limited income and
resources. The counselors receive
ongoing training from the Division
of Aging Services, New Jersey

Department of Human Services.
For more information or to register

for Medicare 101, please call: (908)
598-5548 or email
education@sageeldercare.org. To
make an appointment with a SHIP
counselor, please call (908) 273-6999
or email ship@sageeldercare.org.
Those who live outside Union County
should visit www.medicare.gov/
contacts or call 1-800-MEDICARE
to get the phone numbers of SHIP
representatives in other New Jersey
counties or in other states.


