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CLERGY APPRECIATION...Knights of Columbus Msgr. Henry J. Watterson
Council No. 1711 of Westfield sponsored the 20th Annual Padres Dinner on
February 7 at the Spanish Tavern in Mountainside. Area priests from Holy
Trinity, St. Helen and Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Churches joined brother
Knights for an evening of song and dinner in appreciation for the clergy’s service
to local parishes.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

MEET THE HPC...Members of the 2020 Westfield Historic Preservation Com-
mission include, from left, Robert Wendel, town historian; Carol Tener, Jennifer
Jaruzelski, Katie Spikes, Alison Carey, Maria Boyes, chair; Kelly Kessler, vice-
chair; Jacqueline Brevard, Mary Ann Healy and Greg Blasi. Not picutred are
Councilwoman Linda Habgood and Michael LaPlace.

HPC ‘Meet and Greet’ Set
Monday Night In Westfield

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historic Preservation Commission
(HPC) invites the public to a “Meet &
Greet” with commission members and
a presentation by local architect Greg
Blasi on Monday, February 24. It will
take place at 7:30 p.m. in the Westfield
Municipal Building’s Council Cham-
bers, located at 425 East Broad Street.

The commission also will intro-
duce its new plaque design for his-
torically-designated properties, the
first time the HPC has created a
consistent identification program for
historical properties.

During the Meet & Greet, the com-
mission will introduce its current
members and discuss its mission and
objectives, as well as address com-
mon misconceptions about historic
designation. The commission will
then present plaques to current own-
ers of the town’s historic landmarks.
Made of heavy bronze and promi-
nently displaying the structure’s date,
the plaques will be given to the resi-
dents of the Kimball Avenue Historic

District as well as the owners of other
historic properties.

“This has become an annual tradi-
tion where we invite the public to get
to know the current members of the
commission,” said Maria Boyes,
HPC chair. “And this year, we’re
extremely excited and grateful to the
town administrators for providing
the funds that allowed us to create
this long overdue plaque program
for our designated properties.”

Following the meeting, Mr. Blasi,
of Vincentsen Blasi Architecture, will
conduct a virtual walking tour of
Stoneleigh Park, one of Westfield’s
earliest and most picturesque hous-
ing developments. Known for his
popular walking tours of Westfield’s
most prominent historic streets, Mr.
Blasi will discuss the distinctive ar-
chitectural styles that form this his-
toric neighborhood, which is listed
on both the state and national regis-
ters of historic places.

Established by municipal ordi-
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Congressional Races Starting
To Heat Up In 7th, 12th Dists.
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Although the dead-
line for filing nominating petitions
for the Tuesday, June 2 Primary Elec-
tion is not until Monday, March 30,
the races in the 7th and 12th Congres-
sional Districts are well under way.

At January’s Union County Re-
publican Committee Convention,
State Senate Republican Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) was given the organiza-
tion line in the Primary to challenge

freshman Democratic Congressman
Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerset).
Mr. Malinowski defeated five-term
Representative Leonard Lance in the
2018 General Election. It was the
first time Democrats have held the
Congressional seat in decades. The
district currently includes Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside,
and a small section of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Kean told GOP committee
members that the Democratic House
Majority is “screwing it up,” from
their support of “priorities” such as

the Green New Deal, which he said
will lead to increased taxes and regu-
lations, to the “impeachment process”
where the House voted to impeach
President Donald Trump along party
lines.

“I am running for Congress because
I want my daughters, all of our chil-
dren and all of our grandchildren, to
have the exact same opportunities that
you and I all had growing up in the
greatest state in the nation,” he said.

He said Mr. Malinowski spent 25
years in Washington, D.C. prior to
deciding to move back to New Jersey
and run for Congress in 2018.

“He tried to come up here and bring
his D.C. values here to New Jersey,”
said Mr. Kean, adding that Mr.
Malinowski votes with House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi “100 percent of the
time.” Mr. Kean also said Mr.
Malinowski voted in favor of a bill
“that would literally kill thousands of
jobs here in the 7th Congressional
District.”

“That’s how out of step he is (with
the 7th District),” Mr. Kean said.
“When you look at his voting record
and priorities, he very well could be a
cardboard cutout that could be put in
any zip code in the nation.”

He said the district “needs a Con-
gressman who understands
affordability,” noting that he (Mr.
Kean) was a leading opponent in block-
ing a billion dollars “in tax increases
and new spending” proposed by Gov-
ernor Phil Murphy.

Mr. Kean also highlighted other is-
sues he supports such as fixing the
nation’s “broken health care system,”
investing in “strong borders,” finish-
ing the Gateway tunnel project, and
restoring the State and Local Taxes
property-tax deduction, known as
SALT, which has been capped at
$10,000.

Businessman Robert Trugman of

GWACC Spring Fling, Farmers
Market to Move Ahead

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Greater
Westfield Area Chamber of Com-
merce (GWACC) received approval
from the town council last Tuesday
to have its Spring Fling celebration
on Sunday, May 3, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. It will include a kids’ zone in
the parking lot of the north side of
the train station, featuring rides and
bounce houses. GWACC also was
approved to hold its Farmers Mar-
ket again this year in the down-
town, beginning on the first Satur-

day in June and continuing through
the end of October, and reopening
for one day on the Saturday before
Thanksgiving.

The GWACC’s annual FestiFall
street fair was not approved by the
town council last Tuesday, as the
council felt the new Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC) di-
rector, once hired, should weigh in
on the decision. The town council is
expected to announce the new DWC
director in March, Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said at the Febru-
ary 11 conference session.

There are “sticking points with the
business community, many who
struggle a little bit and feel compelled
to buy a table so their business is not
blocked out from the fair,” Town

Councilwoman Dawn Mackey said.
She noted that the GWACC has agreed
to provide a reduced rate for a table at
the fair to downtown businesses that
are members of the GWACC, “so
they can participate without financial
distress.”

Gene Jannotti, chief executive of-
ficer of the GWACC, said, “One of
the problems is we submit requests
for vendors now for both events and
we give a discount to vendors who
purchase both events in advance. It
is an issue for us because we won’t
be able to do that this year and
announce the date. It does put an
impact on our chamber.”

The Farmers Market is expected
to remain the same as last year, Mr.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
EASY DOES IT....A father helps his daughter on one of the inflatable activities at
the Westfield Area Y’s Presidents’ Day Holiday Jump on Monday.

Chief Addresses Public
Safety After Ped. Fatality

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — Police Chief James
Wright addressed Garwood pedestrian
safety at Thursday’s council meeting
following the death last month of a
pedestrian who was fatally struck on
Cedar Street. The investigation re-
mains open, as authorities are investi-
gating cell-phone records for dis-
tracted driving and other factors, stated
Chief Wright.

Nedra Clark, 65, of Garwood died
from injuries sustained after being
struck in the crosswalk January 30 at
the intersection of Second Avenue and
Cedar Street in Garwood, police re-
ported. The driver, a 23-year-old man,
called 911 and remained on scene. He
has cooperated fully with the ongoing
investigation, police said.

The man, who was operating a
Dodge Charger heading westbound
on Second Avenue, stopped at the stop
sign at the intersection of Cedar Street
to make a left-hand turn. Upon pro-
ceeding into the intersection the ve-
hicle struck Ms. Clark, who was cross-
ing Cedar Street west to east in a
marked crosswalk. Ms. Clark was
treated at the scene and transported by
the Garwood First Aid Squad to Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark, where she
died.

Chief Wright said, at Thursday’s
meeting, that based on preliminary
findings, neither excessive vehicular
speed nor alcohol were contributing
factors in the accident.

“The Garwood Police Department’s
commitment to improving traffic
safety is founded on the ‘three e’s’ of
traffic safety — engineering, enforce-
ment and education,” Chief Wright
said.

The police department has placed
fixed radar signs along high-volume
roads, stated Chief Wright. He said
radar signs reflect the passing motor-

ists’ traffic speed.
“We check the information gained

from these signs regularly. With cer-
tainty they are an effective and effi-
cient method at reducing speed vio-
lators,” Chief Wright said.

Over the last three years, the de-
partment has implemented “traffic-
calming” solutions, including LED
STOP signs and rumble strips at the
Pine Avenue and East Street and at
the Spruce Avenue and West Street
intersections, the chief said.

“The rumble strips have been ef-
fective at reducing collision, as they
provide drivers with improved warn-
ing times,” Chief Wright said.

In addition, Chief Wright said
rumble strips added on East Street
and Center Street shoulder lines are
meant to calm traffic by narrowing
the roads. He added that the “per-
ceived narrower road” naturally
slows traffic. Similar traffic-calming
measures will be implemented on
Second Avenue, Walnut Street and
Fourth Avenue, he said.

The police department is prepar-
ing to apply for a Department of
Transportation grant to study and
make recommendations to improve
pedestrian and cyclist safety along
the central commuter corridor of
Center Street and Walnut Street.

Resident Gail Cheety proposed a
four-way “blinking” stop sign be in-
stalled at the intersection. Ms. Cheety
said vehicles are not incentivized to
stop at the intersection, which blinds
drivers to pedestrians and even other
vehicles.

“I know it’s a very bad corner. We
have the senior housing. Maybe a
four-way stop or blinking light (could
be installed),” Ms. Cheety said.

Ms. Cheety said she was looking
out her window the day Ms. Clark
was struck.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CELEBRATING VICTORY NO. 100...Blue Devil Head Coach Liz McKeon displays a poster of victory No. 100 after her
team’s 59-30 win over Jonathan Dayton in the first round of the Union County Tournament in Westfield on February 18.
Read complete story in the February 27 edition.
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