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Blue Devils ‘Roar’ Past Lady Cougars, 63-46
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three rebounds and a block. Senior
Faith Dobosiewicz hit a 3-pointer,
sank a free throw and made three
steals. Junior Charlotte Dursee fin-
ished with five points, including a 3-
pointer, two rebounds and a steal.
Freshman Annie Ryan came up with
eight points (3-pointer), five rebounds,
two steals and an assist. Freshman
Sutton Factor had two steals and an
assist.

“Our seniors are doing a great job
of grooming the freshmen. It’s from
the seniors all the way down to the
freshmen. And these kids love each
other. They play tough and I am ex-
tremely proud of them,” Coach
McKeon said.

The 7-10 Cougars recorded some

fine stats also. Junior Liz McCaffery
fired in 14 points, including trip 3-
pointers, and had three steals and a
rebound. Senior Gianna Toretta scored
12 points, including a 3-pointer, and
had four assists, two steals and three
rebounds. Junior Amanda Vath had
11 points, five rebounds and an assist.
Junior Natalia Kruk pulled seven re-
bounds and added five points, an as-
sist and a steal. Junior Kirsten Will-
iams had four steals, four points, four
rebounds and an assist. Sophomore
Kathryn Wheatley had four rebounds,
a block and a steal.

Both teams matched points for a
13-13 first quarter then the Cougars
inched to a 19-18 lead before a timeout
was called with 5:10 left in the second
quarter. The Blue Devils then an-
swered with their 16-6 run. Gorczyca
scored seven of her points in the quar-
ter and Toretta scored five of hers.

The Cougars actually won the third
quarter, 10-9, thanks to Kruk convert-
ing a steal to an assist on Toretta’s lay-
up at the buzzer. But the Blue Devils
finished the final four minutes of the
fourth quarter with another 16-6 run.

Dwyer sank seven of her points and
Kreusser put up six of hers. McCaffery
scored six points in the quarter.

As to being Watchung Division
champions, Kreusser expressed, “It’s
amazing! We definitely worked re-
ally hard this whole season. I think we
played a good team here and we really
deserved the win.”

Gorczyca added, “This is ridicu-
lous! I didn’t think we would be going
in and winning and everyone playing
really well. We played a great game
and it’s really exciting for us as a
team.”

It has been quite a transformation
from the beginning of the season when
the Blue Devils’ lost sophomore Grace
Klag, who went down with a season-

ending injury, and struggled through
their first nine games.

“The freshmen really stepped up to
help us build this team, especially
Annie [Ryan] and Paige [Gorczyca].
I know we lost Grace but we were
able to fix ourselves and push our-
selves further. By our teamwork and
everybody working really hard, we
were able to pull together and have a
great season,” Kreusser said.

“As freshmen, we had to step up.
We knew we had big shoes to fill
because of Grace coming out. Annie
and me definitely try to do our best in
the game. Every day we continue to
get better and better,” Gorczyca
added.

The eight-game winning streak in-
cluded knocking off Oak Knoll and
Union Catholic.

“Oak Knoll and Union Catholic are
both very good teams having very
good years. It’s all the girls. They
work together, they talk together, the
effort they put forth on defense pro-
pels us on offense and gets into our
opponents’ heads,” Coach McKeon
said.

“Eight in a row! It’s amazing for
everything. All our practicing and hard
work pays off. We come in strong, we
kept our heads up and all the chal-
lenges we just fought through it and
we have a mentality of winning,”
Gorczyca revealed.

“It was really good. Again the fresh-
men stepped up to beat Union Catho-
lic. Annie scoring 20 points has really
helped push us through. Oak Knoll I
know is a great team but our team-
work, our chemistry and hard work-
ing paid off,” Kreusser added.

The Blue Devils definitely have
been gelling at the right time.

“We have the county seeding on
Tuesday [February 11], so we will
know from there our match-ups. We
just got to keep doing what we are
doing,” Coach McKeon suggested.
Westfield 13 21   9 20 63
Cranford 13 12 10 11 46

Blue Devils Prep for Section, Top Fair Lawn
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Blue Devil Jack Price in a Peterson
roll to record a fall in 2:28 at 220-lbs.
Blue Devil Jon Heard jumped up to
285-lbs and converted a reversal to a
pin in 2:37 to give Westfield a 20-12
lead. In their match nine days ago
against Cranford, Heard also jumped
up to heavyweight to face Kevin
Shriner.

“Last year I was heavier. I was like
212. Now I am around 200-202,”
Heard said. “I would say I am as
strong but I’m giving up a lot of
weight but it’s good practice, espe-
cially moving forward as the season
goes on.”

Heard has been competing at 220
most of the year and placed second in
the Union County Tournament.

“There were some losses that I defi-
nitely shouldn’t have dropped but I
am having a pretty good year at 220
and hope to keep going,” he said.

Blue Devil Ethan Composto took
just 21 seconds to pin Jason Jurcevio
with a tight waist tilt at 106-lbs. At
113-lbs, Luke Jacobs decided to snag
a pair of ankle catches on Guy Ben-
Sadigh before he converted single-

to-double leg takedown to a stack
fall in 3:24. At 120-lbs, Fair Lawn’s
Jake Sheiner caught Quinn Gimblette
with a reverse chin hook, step over
fall in 2:51.

Next came Luke Hoerle, who threw
a book full of takedowns on Natan
Tsyrlin to wind up with a 25-8, 5:45
technical fall at 126-lbs. At 132-lbs,
Blue Devil Jeremy Silber was rolling
along well in his bout with Matt Murri,
recording a double-leg takedown, a
standing trip reversal and a takedown.
Murri chose top position in the third
period and after yielding a penalty
point for locking hands, used leg con-
trol to make it very difficult for Silber
to shed.

“I kept letting him get legs in. I
don’t know why. That’s something
that I will have to focus on in the
practice room and get better at getting
out of legs,” Silber explained.

Finally Silber sensed Murri riding
a bit too high and managed to shake
him loose to earn an 8-1 decision and
to seal the team victory.

“He was riding a little high, so I
knew I could get up on all fours and

shake him off and be able to get a
reversal or an escape,” Silber an-
swered.

Blue Devil Tyler Sontz was riding
along pretty well with a 7-1 lead in his
138-lb bout with Adam Liss but un-
fortunately fell victim to a devastat-
ing spladle fall in 5:06. At 145-lbs,
Cutter Aidan Fojon pinned Connor
Ballangal in 1:44 with a power half/
stretcher maneuver.

In the final bout of the evening Blue
Devil Mike Price, who had been in-
jured most of the season, came in full
force against Joe Fojon working a
Merkel takedown and a tight waist
stack to record a fall in 1:07.

“It was great having Mike Price
back in the lineup. That’s a big boost
for us and he looked like he hadn’t
missed a day,” Coach Kurz com-
mented.

Next will be the section tournament
followed by the individual tourna-
ments.

“I am really happy with what our
team has done to get to this point, so
I think we all are pretty excited for
sectionals and to see what happens,”
Heard said.

“I think we have a great shot to
doing good in both the sectionals and
post season individuals. I think we
work harder than every team in our
section, so our goal is to win our
section obviously,” Silber added.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
160: — Scanlan W p Puerto 1:54
170: — McDermott W md Talman 11-2
182: — Greco W md Rodriguez 13-5
195: — Ben Liss F won forfeit
220: — Shapiro F p Price 2:28
285: — Heard W p Shapiro 2:37
106: — Composto W p Jurcevic :21
113: — Jacob W p Ben-Sadigh 3:24
120: — Sheiner F p Gimblette 2:51
126: — Hoerle W tf Tsyrlin 25-8 5:45
132: — Silber W d Murri 8-1
138: — Liss F p Sontz 5:06
145: — A Fojon F p Ballangal 1:44
152: — Price W p J Fojon 1:07

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING THE BAR AND A WRIST...Blue Devil James McDermott works an
arm bar/wrist combination on Parker Talman durng his 182-lb bout.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE DEFENSIVE...Cougars Amanda Vath, No. 24, and Natalia Kruk, No.
22, guard against Blue Devil Charolotte Dursee in Cranford on February 6.

ALPAUGH-McLEAN SECURES TEAM VICTORY WITH PIN

Cougars Down Eagles, 40-25,
In North 2, Group 4 Wrestling

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Justin Alpaugh-McLean saw
to it that the fourth seeded Cranford
High School wrestling team was go-
ing to advance to the semifinal round
of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 Tournament when he recorded a
second-period pin in his 195-lb bout
to give the Cougars an 11-point lead
with only one bout remaining in
Cranford on February 10. In the fol-
lowing bout at 220-lbs, Evan
Kanterman stepped to the mat and
received a forfeit to give the Cougars
a 40-25 victory over the fifth-seeded
Middletown South Eagles.

The Cougars had rallied from an
18-3 deficit to take a 28-22 lead into
the 182-lb bout but Jack Willi re-
corded an 11-7 decision over Chris
Hecht to keep the Eagles’ chances
alive. But Alpaugh-McLean had much
different ideas when he faced Landan
Moylan and took him to the mat with
a slick duck under, spin behind
takedown. Moylan escaped but
Aplaugh-McLean pulled off one of
the smoothest inside trip-and-drive
takedowns to take a 4-1 lead.

“I knew he would tie up with me
immediately. As soon as he got close
on my right side, that’s the side I
inside trip to, so as soon as he got to
that side, I knew I would inside trip,”
Alpaugh-McLean explained.

“He has an arsenal of takedowns. I
am just trying to get him to use them
all,” Cougar Head Coach Pat Gorman
commented.

But the second period lasted only
16 seconds when Alpaugh-McLean
used his hips to convert a step over

reversal to a pin.
“As soon as I got in the position to

step over, I had his neck pretty tight.
I had my hand around his arm, so I
knew I could step over and put him
right to his back,” Alpaugh-McLean
described.

“He’s got a good feel where his hips
are. That was nice to get that pin,”
Coach Gorman added.

The match began at the 285-lb class
and Cougar Kevin Shriner easily de-
feated Pedro Ricardo, 8-1, but the
following four bouts would be the
meat of the Eagles’ order. At 106-lbs,
Jack Zaleski pinned Will Fernandez
in 2:55 then Kaden King beat Mason
Hooey, 8-3, at 113-lbs. At 120-lbs,
Dave Hussey edged Pat Kalnins, 6-3,
then Brandan Slavin pinned Pat
Ganley in 3:37 to give the Eagles an
18-3 lead.

Although he was in quite a battle,
Jimmy Gluck turned things around
for the Cougars at 132-lbs when he
recorded a pair of takedowns and an
escape to top Mike Holland, 5-2. At
138-lbs, Luke DiGiovanni punished
Kyle Smith but it took him only 1:08
to pin him with a power half nelson.
Cougar Colin Murray went a differ-
ent route at 145-lbs by recording seven
takedowns, a reversal and a nearfall
to seize a 19-6, majority decision
over Nick Holland to tighten the team
score to 18-16.

Owen Fitzgerald got the four team
points back for the Eagles when he
claimed a 10-1, majority decision over
Christian Esposito at 152-lbs but
Shane Kanterman knotted the team
score, 22-22, when he pinned Austin
Carter with a front half nelson/head
smother in 2:44.

Max Nock put the Cougars up 28-
22 when he pinned Sean Fitzpatrick
in 1:27 with a single grapevine/power
half nelson at 170-lbs.

The Cougars had beaten the Eagles
earlier in the season but both teams
had been shifting their lineups.

“The first match I had a forfeit at
195. I knew they weren’t going to let
that happen this time. They were go-
ing to put a guy out there,” Alpaugh-
McLean said.

“We had some guys in the lineup
that we didn’t have too. Max Nock,
Mason Hooey. We got every match-up
that we wanted. We lost some bouts
that I thought we should have won. We
got to work on our level of effort from
everybody because instead of relying
on the same guys, they got to do a little
bit better of pulling their weight. We
got a lot to work on,” emphasized
Coach Gorman.

The Cougars would face top-
seeded, No. 3 ranked North Hunterdon
on February 12. The 18-0 Lions de-
molished Irvington, 65-6, in their
quarterfinal.

“Best public school in the state! We
will see where we are at,” Coach
Gorman expressed.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
285: —Shriner C d Ricardo 8-1
106: — Zaleski M p Fernandez 2:55
113: — King M d Hooey 8-3
120: — Hussey M d Kalnins 6-3
126: — Slavin M p Ganley 3:37
132: — Gluck C d Holland 5-2
138: — DiGiovanni C p Smith 1:08
145: — Murray C md Holland 19-6
152: — Fitzgerald M md Esposito 10-1
160: — Kanterman C p Carter 2:44
170: — Nock C p Fitzpatrick 1:27
182: — Willi M d Hecht 11-7
195: — McLean C p Moylan 2:16
220: — Kanterman C won forfeit
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Blue Devil Boys & Girls Sink
Ridge in Swim Section Semis

The 11-1 Westfield High School
boys swim team defeated Ridge, 115-
55, in the semifinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Public A
Tournament, while the 12-1 Lady
Blue Devils defeated Ridge, 117-53,
in their semifinal. The Blue Devil
boys won all three relays and all but
two of the individual events, while
the girls took first in all three relays
and five of the eight individual events.

For the boys, Roan Baker, Barney
Veres, Matt Swenson and Jeremy
Khronheimer won the 200-medly re-
lay in 1:40.59. Colin Kavanagh,
Kronheimer, Colman Scanlan and
Kyle Altman won the 200-free relay
in 1:32.14. TJ Walsh, Swenson, Billy
Maguire and Scanlan won the 400-
free relay in 3:30.29.

Seth Camacho took first in the 200-
free at 1:48.73 and the 500-free at
4:52.69. Kavanagh won the 200IM in
2:01.49 and the 100-free in 50.55.

Baker won the 100-back in 57.35 and
Veres won the 100-breast in 1:01.84.
Ridge’s Chris Fabian won the 50-free
in 22.49 and the 100-fly in 54.33.

For the girls, Lauren Lane, Ellie
Cestero, Abby McKinney and Erin
McKinney took first in the 200-med-
ley relay at 1:53.34. Katerine Li,
Lane, Marcelina Krowinska and
Abby McKinney touched first in the
200-free relay at 1:44.5. Clara Yu,
Sarah Kennedy, Julia McGann and
Abby Bebel took first in the 400-free
relay at 3:56.68.

Lane won the 100-free in 56.98,
McGann won the 100-back in 1:05.99
and Bebel won the 100-breast in
1:14.46. Erin McAndrew won the
200-free in 2:02.39 and Erin
McKinney won the 50-free in 25.55.
For Ridge, Emily Wang won the
200IM at 2:08.6 and the 100-fly in
1:00.13. Maggie Hannis won the 500-
free in 5:31.63.

Lady Raiders Stop Randolph
In Swim Quarterfinal, 95-73

The third-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls swim
team defeated Randolph, 95-73, to
advance to the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2 Public B semifinals to face
second-seeded Summit. The Lady
Raiders won two of the three relays
and six of the eight individual events.

Morgan Tsin, Sofia Leonetti, Lily
Hughes and Rachel Small took first
in the 200-medley relay with a time
of 1:59.06. Abby Ryan, Aislinn
Mooney, Leonetti and Julia Bonhote
took first in the 200-free relay at

1:46.98. Ryan won the 50-free in
27.48 and Hughes won the 100-
butterfly in 1:05.64. Bonhote won
the 200IM in 2:19.17, Mooney won
the 100-free in 56.74, Tsin won the
100-back in 1:06.75 and Katelyn
Gaulin won the 100-breast in
1:17.63.

For Randolph, Hannah Zuschlag,
Emily Spingarn, Courtney Poetsch
and Kyra Kayal took first in the
400-free relay at 4:02.03. Kayal won
the 200-free in 2:04.71 and also
won the 500-free in 5:41.46.

The top-seeded Westfield High
School wrestling team soundly de-
feated eighth-seeded Perth Amboy,
66-12, in the first round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 Tourna-
ment in Westfield on February 10.
Perth Amboy won by forfeit at 285-
lbs and by injury default at 182-lbs.

Ethan Composto (106-lbs) won by
fall in 45 seconds, Luke Jacobs (113-
lbs) recorded a pin in 57 seconds and

Quinn Gimblette (120-lbs) won by
pin in 56 seconds. Others winning by
pin were: Anthony Ciotta (145-lbs) in
5:47, Mike Price (152-lbs) in 3:39,
Jon Heard (220-lbs) in :59 and Dan
Moriaru (160-lbs) in 3:45. Tyler Sontz
(138-lbs) won 7-6, Jack Price (195-
lbs) won 1-0 and Aiden Paul (132-
lbs) won by injury default. Luke
Hoerle (126-lbs) and Luke Scanlan
(170-lbs) received forfeits.

Blue Devil Matmen Blast Perth Amboy, 66-12

The third-seeded Middletown
North High School wrestling team
defeated the sixth-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 47-25, in
the quarterfinal round of the North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 Tourna-
ment on February 10. Raider Larry
Shoyoye pinned Jack Lopez in 45
seconds at 195-lbs. At 285-lbs, Rob
Lerner pinned Andrew Kerski in 4:22.
Anthony Robinson claimed a 17-7,

majority decision over Grant Heller
at 152-lbs and Noah Samms beat Rich
Wall, 8-3, at 145-lbs. Brandon Bowles
received a forfeit at 126-lbs.

Middletown No. Tops Raiders in Mat Sectional

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING HIM A LIFT...Cougar Max Nock, right, gives Sean Fitzpatrick a lift in his 170-lb bout during the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 Quarterfinals in Cranford on February 10. The Cougars defeated Middletown South, 40-25.
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