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Westfield Board Of Health Met Feb. 3,
Health Discussed Re Coronavirus

In response to the recognized dan-
gers to children of using electronic
smoking devices (ESDs), the Board
unanimously passed ordinance no. 1-
2020 to specifically regulate the sale
of these devices in town. The new
ordinance, now chapter 8 of the Board
of Health Code and available on the
Westfield Regional Health Department
website https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
health, includes the following:

1) Only retail ESD establish-
ments licensed by the Board of Health
shall sell such devices and its compo-
nents.

2) No retail establishment shall
sell ESDs or its components if the
business also holds a retail food, motor
oil or liquor license.

3) No one under the age of 21
is allowed entry into or may be em-
ployed in a retail ESD establishment.

4) No person shall sell, distrib-
ute or give an ESD or its components
to any person under the age of 21
years.

5) No new retail ESD estab-
lishment shall be located within 500
feet of any school or public recre-
ational facility.

6) A retail ESD may not dis-
tribute any samples of ESDs or its
components.

7) The new ordinance will take
effect in late April.

One restaurant had its fourth rating
of conditionally satisfactory in
less than three years and was the sub-
ject of a board hearing. The
restaurant’s owner stated that he
would improve
supervisory procedures and imple-
ment changes. A four-day suspension
of the food license was held in abey-
ance and shall be implemented for
any rating less than satisfactory dur-
ing the next two years. The restaurant
was satisfactory on reinspection.

The board discussed the emergence
of 2019 novel Coronavirus and the
preparations underway. The Health
Department will follow the guidance
of the New Jersey Department of
Health. Since Coronavirus infection
can mimic influenza, which is wide-
spread in the state, we urge all resi-
dents to be vaccinated against the flu.
Good health habits, like covering your
cough, washing your hands and stay-
ing home from school or work when
sick, can also help stop the spread of
germs and prevent respiratory ill-
nesses. Residents can find informa-
tion on Coronavirus, influenza and
local flu vaccination sites at the health

department’s website https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/health in the
health promotion tab.

A few community members ex-
pressed their opinions about the
board’s efforts to best protect chil-
dren from communicable vaccine-
preventable diseases. Vaccines have
been remarkably effective in lessen-
ing infectious diseases and deaths
and have even eradicated diseases.
Therefore, the Board and the Health
Department will continue to pursue
and promote science-based vaccina-
tion policies, including school-based
vaccination requirements for children.

The board also honored Thomas
K. O’Neill, a 19-year member and
former president and vice-president
of the Board of Health, for his dedica-
tion and work on behalf of the town.

Information about all of the Health
Department’s activities, including
helpful health-related advice and rec-
ommendations, such as concerning e-
cigarettes and gun safety, and free
education programs is available
at https://www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. Recent topics in the
department’s monthly
newsletter, Your Health Matters, in-
clude heart disease prevention, teen
dating violence prevention and den-
tal health. It is available on the
department’s website in the February
newsletter tab. You can sign up to
receive Health Department informa-
tion through https://
www.westfieldnj.gov/townupdates.

The complete minutes of the Feb-
ruary 3 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our Monday,
March 2 meeting, which starts at 5:30
p.m. in the municipal building. The
public is invited to attend.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Letters to the EditorThis Year’s Debacle Of The Iowa’s
Democrat Primary Vote Count

The fact that Iowa gets courted for a
year by candidates, this year by doz-
ens of Democratic candidates, and the
fact that so much emphasis is given to
one night’s outcome of a state that is
completely unrepresentative of the
Democratic Party’s demographics at
large, is absolutely bizarre and totally
ridiculous. I have a novel idea. Why
not have every state vote in a primary
on the same day, just like every other
election? This overzealous solicita-
tion of one state, Iowa, is not the way
to pick a party’s nominee.

Ironically, I think what happened
in Iowa, the fact that they couldn’t
identify a winner well into the next
day, is actually the best antidote to
this antiquated process. Now at least
the candidates can head into New
Hampshire and campaign where
people actually vote, not where they
run around gymnasiums like high
schoolers trying to get people on their
team. I heard some T.V. pundits char-
acterize a caucus as heartwarming
and romantic. It’s neither of those
things. It is outmoded, outdated, and
in my opinion highly destructive as it
identifies a candidate on one first
night by a process that is just com-
pletely undemocratic.

What if South Carolina, a state that
has a high African-American Demo-
cratic voter base, was the first state
and had a caucus? Who would almost
certainly be coming on top then? My
guess would say that it would be Joe
Biden. If that were the case, I am
quite sure that Bernie Sanders, Mr.
“Oh the system is rigged and it’s not
fair” would be shouting from the high-
est rooftop. And you know what? He
would be right. It isn’t fair. But the
same applies to Iowa for candidates
like Biden.

No one state should get that much
attention and that much weight to
pick a nominee in a crucial upcoming

election.
Let’s see what happens with Super

Tuesday, which is far more of a repre-
sentative group of states that encom-
passes the spectrum of a more bal-
anced demographic. With its high
number of southern states and Afri-
can-American voters, we might see
the race turn in another direction.
New Jersey is almost last on the pri-
mary calendar, which means that most
of the time we don’t even have the
opportunity to vote for our favorite
candidate because Iowa, New Hamp-
shire and Super Tuesday carry so
much weight that by the time we get
to New Jersey in June, our first choice
candidate might have been forced to
shutter their operation. How fair is
that? It is not.

Hopefully this year’s debacle in
Iowa might serve as an impetus to
finally face some facts, the most im-
portant being that a caucus rather
than an actually vote is a totally inept
process and we should have no more
courting one solitary state for a year.

Enough with Iowa and enough with
caucuses. Caucuses do not give every
citizen the right to vote for their can-
didate. Maybe you cannot show up
because you have a chronic illness,
maybe you’re disabled, maybe you
have to work at night, maybe you just
don’t feel like acting like a cheer-
leader in the bleachers. Or maybe you
just want to write your vote in or pull
back the curtain in a voting booth,
pick your candidate and go home.

I hope this year’s debacle serves as
an opportunity to end caucuses and
end Iowa standing alone being the
first state in the process. It is not fair,
not democratic and most importantly,
not reflective of the true voice of the
people.

Karen Egert
Springfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
February 6, 2020 the Board memorialized
the following Resolution:

Naromie Louis-Baltazar, 1975 Valley
Avenue, Block 1902, Lot 15.01, was ap-
proved to construct a second floor addi-
tion above the existing garage at the afore-
mentioned property.

A copy of said Resolution has been filed
in the office of the Board and/or the office
of the Municipal Clerk and is available for
public inspection during regular business
hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 02/13/20, The Times Fee: $18.36

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment meeting held on
February 6, 2020 the Board memorialized
the following Resolutions:

Vincent K. Loughlin, Esq., an attorney
of the State of New Jersey with the Loughlin
Law Firm, 838 East Second Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey, was appointed Attor-
ney to the Zoning Board of Adjustment for
the period effective from January 1, 2020
to December 31, 2020.

Ferriero Engineering, Inc., 180 Main
Street, Chester, New Jersey, was ap-
pointed Consulting Engineer to the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment for the period
effective from January 1, 2020 to Decem-
ber 31, 2020.

Neglia Engineering Associates, 200
Central Avenue, Suite 102, Mountainside,
New Jersey 07092, was appointed Con-
sulting Planner to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for the period effective from
January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2020.

Copies of said Resolutions have been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the Municipal Clerk and are avail-
able for public inspection during regular
business hours.

Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board

1 T - 02/13/20, The Times Fee: $30.09PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2156

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
IN ORDER TO EXPAND THE
BOARD OF THE DISTRICT
MANAGEMENT CORPORA-
TION OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
February 11, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $19.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2157

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISH-
ING THE WESTFIELD AC-
CESS AND INCLUSIVITY
COUNCIL FOR THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
February 11, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Leader Fee: $17.34

A Mayor Who Cares
How refreshing it was to see our

Mayor Karlovitch along with Chief
Zimmerman at our Senior Citizens
Club meeting. Mayor Karlovitch was
engaging with club members and
calming their fear that the senior citi-
zens club would be displaced based
on opening the building to other fac-
ets of our community. Mayor
Karlovitch said unequivocally that
will not happen, all senior citizen
protocols will remain.

Later at the club meeting when it
was open to the public Mayor
Karlovitch spoke of the importance
and the valuable assets of the senior
citizens in Kenilworth. Their wisdom
and life experiences enrich our com-
munity.

At one point one of our senior
citizens got verbally aggressive to-
wards Mayor Karlovitch. The Mayor
responded with kindness and under-
standing.

Thank you Mayor Karlovitch for
being here today and it shows that
you are a Mayor for ALL the people
in Kenilworth. Let the Lord be at your
side.

Walter Sosnosky
Kenilworth

Garwood Mayor Sara Todisco Invites
All To Saturday Breakfast

Attention all Garwood residents and
business owners! I hope you will join
me at my “Breakfast with the Mayor”
event on Saturday, February 29 from
10 a.m. to noon at Borough Hall, 403
South Avenue. Since I launched a
new initiative for 2020 called, “Small
Town, Open for Business,” I have
invited guests, Carol Kearney,
Garwood business and industry liai-
son, along with Gene Jannotti, execu-

tive director of the Greater Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce. They
will be present to speak about their
roles and to answer questions.

Residents and business owners alike
are invited to come to ask questions,
share ideas, or even just to say hello.
This free event includes bagels, do-
nuts, coffee, and juice.

As always, I value an open line of
communication between any
Garwood community member and the
local government. I am always avail-
able by email at
STodisco@garwood.org or phone at
(908) 377-7890. Hope to see you on
February 29!

Sara Todisco
Garwood Mayor

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE OF
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL QUORUM

CENSUS 2020 COMPLETE
COUNT INFORMATION SESSION

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that a quorum of the members of the Scotch
Plains Township Council, will be in atten-
dance for a 2020 Census information ses-
sion and town hall meeting on Thursday,
February 20, 2020 at 7:00pm at Saint
John’s Baptist Church (2387 Morse Av-
enue).

 The event is being organized and run by
the Scotch Plains Census Complete Count
Committee. The event will help prepare
residents in advance of receiving their
census questionnaires in mid to late March.
Everyone from the public is invited to at-
tend.

No formal action will be taken by the
Township Council at this information ses-
sion.

BOZENA LACINA
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 02/13/20, The Times Fee: $23.97


