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LONGTIME RESCUE SQUAD MEMBER...Dan Sullivan, right, president of the
Scotch Plains Rescue Squad, was given a Length of Service Award for his 50 years
with the volunteer squad. At left, is Carolyn Sorge, squad chief. The award was
given out at the squad’s installation dinner last month.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK...Fanwood Rescue Squad EMT Nancy Mustachio
checks a guest’s blood pressure during The Chelsea at Fanwood’s annual Women's
Health event held last Thursday benefiting the Fanwood Rescue Squad. The event
coincides with the annual Go Red for Women's Health campaign, an American
Heart Association effort to bring awareness to women's heart health because heart
disease is the number-one killer of women.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
LEARNING CPR...A CPR demonstration is featured as part of a women’s heart health awareness event hosted by the JCC
in Scotch Plains on Saturday. The event coincided with the national Go Red Campaign originated by the American Heart
Association. The event also featured healthy snacks, blood pressure checks, guest speakers on the subject of women’s heart
health and regional vendors.
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Scotch Plains Zoning Board
Approves Four-Car Garage

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment approved
an application by a Raritan Road
homeowner to build a four-car ga-
rage at the rear of his property. But
the board said construction could
not commence until several large
storage containers were first re-

moved from the resident’s back-
yard.

In December, the board rejected
an application by Archana Parmar
and Chandra Sarkar of 1630 Raritan
Road to build a 3,600-square-foot
eight-car detached garage on their
property, saying it was too large a
structure and not a good fit with the
neighborhood. Mr. Sarkar, a self-
described “auto enthusiast,” said he
wanted a place to store his collec-
tion of autos as well as various auto
parts. Last April, the board had given
him ex post facto permission to keep
10 large storage containers on the

property for a one-year period to
store the automobiles and car parts.

The scaled-down proposal pre-
sented at the board’s February 6
meeting showed a garage measur-
ing 1,800 square feet in size and
housing only four cars. Mr. Sarkar’s
attorney, Robert Wianecki, who de-
scribed his client as an “auto enthu-
siast,” said the garage would be
used only to store the cars and some
parts. There will be no lifts or com-
pressors that could be used to main-
tain and service the cars and the
garage will have no running water.

Courtesy of Tom Kranz
HEART SMART...Debi Price, JCC’s wellness director, is pictured at the goody bag
table at Saturday’s women's heart health awareness event, which coincided with the
national Go Red Campaign originated by the American Heart Association.
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County Assistant Prosecutors
Seek Settlement of Contract

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Assistant Prosecutors Association
(APA) came before the Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders last Thursday as they
seek a new contract. The union’s pre-
vious contract expired December 31,
2017.

Juan Fernandez, representing the
collective bargaining unit, told the free-
holders that the group had reached a
preliminary settlement for a new con-
tract but now has been told there is not
sufficient revenues available for the
deal reached.

“We were advised during our nego-
tiations that our contract was always
dependent upon the prosecutor’s over-

all budget and the dollars that are
allocated to that budget were associ-
ated with the assistant prosecutors’
contract,” Mr. Fernandez said. “All
the parties negotiating the contract
were aware of that.”

He said the union reached a “pre-
liminary understanding regarding a
financial package” that would give
assistant prosecutors a 2-percent raise
for a new three-year agreement with
adjustment for stipends. He said assis-
tant prosecutors receive stipends for
being on-call on evenings and week-
ends when law enforcement cases oc-
cur.

Mr. Fernandez said several recent
promotions in the prosecutor’s office
may have impacted the assistant pros-

ecutors’ contract. He said data they
have received shows promotions for
three individuals in the prosecutor’s
office totaled $90,000 per year.

“That would have covered a large
amount of the 2-percent increase we
were seeking for 62 members of the
Assistant Prosecutors Association,” he
said, noting that the 2-percent raise
would cost the county $130,000.

He said one employee in the
prosecutor’s office received two raises
and a promotion, “increasing this
person’s salary by $58,281.”

Mr. Fernandez said further
prosecutor’s office promotions should
be “examined carefully knowing that
the assistant prosecutors have not re-
ceived an increase since their contract
expired in 2017.”

Union County spokesman Sebastian
Delia said the county does not com-
ment during ongoing contract negotia-
tions.

According to the 2019 county bud-
get, last year’s total salaries and wages
for the prosecutor’s office was $23.37
million.

“While we cannot discuss open
negotiations...[Acting Prosecutor
Lyndsay] Ruotolo was an assistant
prosecutor here for nearly five years”
and “knows firsthand how hard” her
assistant prosecutors work, “supports
them, and continues to be willing to
work with the APA and the county to
see the APA members fairly compen-
sated,” according to the prosecutor’s
office.

“She is, however, hamstrung by the
law and the contracts finalized by the
former first assistant (prosecutor) with-
out any regard for the law signed in
2016 imposing a hard cap,” according
to the prosecutor’s office.

According to the prosecutor’s of-
fice, “Upon taking office, Ruotolo uti-
lized a 2019 retirement to recreate the
deputy first assistant position, albeit at
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Westfield Sewer Fee to
Increase; Parks Plan OK’d

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Taxpayers will see
an increase of $30 in their sewer tax
bill this year. In a contentious vote
Tuesday, the mayor and town council
voted to increase the fee from $165 to
$195, with Republican Councilman
Mark LoGrippo casting the sole dis-
senting vote.

“The number-one concern I hear
from my constituents is affordability,”
Mr. LoGrippo wrote on his council-
man Facebook page. He asked the
council to table the vote for the fi-
nance committee to further review it,
but quickly drew comments from the
mayor and finance committee mem-
bers, who ultimately said Mr.
LoGrippo should just cast his vote
and the finance committee has al-
ready discussed it. Mr. LoGrippo said
the move was a “done deal” when a
resolution had been drafted and pre-
sented at the finance committee meet-
ing, something he said he had not
seen in the eight years he served as
councilman.

“An 18-percent increase is quite
significant to most taxpayers,” Mr.
LoGrippo said in response to the
mayor’s statement that in three years
the town saw an increase of $750,000
in its Rahway Valley Sewerage Au-
thority (RVSA) billing.

The town saw an increase of
$210,000 in its sewer bill from the
RVSA this year, Town Administrator
Jim Gildea said.

The fees for use of the Memorial
Pool also were passed. Resident fees
for 2020 are: family (five or more),
$520; family (four or less), $420;
individual, $195, and senior, $90, as
well as other categories.

Three ordinances were passed. The
council approved establishing an
Access and Inclusivity Council. The
town council approved expanding the

board of the District Management
Corporation, also called the Down-
town Westfield Corporation, the man-
agement entity of the special improve-
ment district (SID). The board will be
amended to have 11 members made
up of one town council member; three
owners of real estate in the SID; three
business operators in the SID, but
who do not own property in the SID;
four residents who are not property or
business owners in the SID; and the
town administrator and mayor or their
designees as ex-officio members. The
board’s residents, business and prop-
erty owner members are to represent
both the north and south side of town,
the mayor noted. The mayor and coun-
cil also approved the sale of a portion
of town property at 320 Virginia Street
to a property owner that abuts that
town parcel.

The council additionally voted to
approve a resolution to refer the Parks
and Strategic Plan to the planning
board for consideration. Pat
Hoagland, of Brandstetter Carroll
Inc., the company hired to provide a
study and recommendations for the
town’s parks, gave a summary. After
the report, residents voiced concerns
about making changes to Brightwood
Park, including concerns regarding
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Cranford Comm. Seeks
North Ave. Redevelopment
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – With a 4-to-1 vote,
the township committee on Tuesday
night approved a resolution requesting
that the planning board evaluate certain
properties on North Avenue, to deter-
mine if the properties should be desig-
nated as a “condemnation area in need
of redevelopment.” Condemnation oc-
curs when the state, local or federal
government seizes property and com-
pensates the owner. The power enabling
government to do so is more commonly
referred to as eminent domain.

Mayor Patrick Giblin said the deci-
sion has been discussed with business
owners before the decision was made.

“The business owners are fine with
the agreement which has been made,”
Mayor Giblin told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

The properties in the North Avenue
study area include 7 Springfield Av-
enue, where the Cranford Fire De-
partment is located; 1 Springfield
Avenue, where the Cranford Pet Vet
is operating; 45 North Avenue East,
where a gas station and auto garage is
operating; 39-43 North Avenue East,
where Hunan Wok, Ramen House,
Island Tans and apartments above are

located, and 27 North Avenue East,
where a vacant, township-owned
building is located, commonly re-
ferred to as the MDTV building.

Mayor Giblin said the conversa-
tion “on the process” not only in-
cluded the directly discussed prop-
erty lots, but surrounding property
owners who can be impacted by the
decision. He said the township com-
mittee will remain transparent
throughout the process.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr.
voted against the ordinance, stating
that there is a “better way” Cranford
can meet affordable-housing obliga-
tions versus using condemnation.
Commissioner Hannen stated that
condemnation benefits developers
who “see just a plot of land.”

He said the developers do not un-
derstand “sweat equity,” time busi-
ness owners devote to their business
before they open for business and
after closing and throughout the day
to deliver a product.

“I understand we (Cranford) have
affordable-housing needs which has
limited our options,” Commissioner
Hannen said.

Mr. Hannen said that designating the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8


