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Health Dir. Assures that Takeout,
Mail are Safe During COVID

Courtesy of Logan Swenson
IN PURSUIT...A police pursuit that began in Springfield ended in a crash at
Mountain Avenue and Bradford Avenue in Westfield on Sunday night.

COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

9,972 cases, 387 deaths
Cranford - 282 cases,  40 deaths

Fanwood - 61 cases, 7 deaths
Garwood - 33 cases

Mountainside - 49 cases, 6 deaths
Scotch Plains - 180 cases, 2 deaths

Westfield - 181 cases, 19 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Courtesy of Beth Ellen Hornstein
SOCIAL DISTANCING ON CUL-DE-SAC...Neighbors on Plymouth Road
Westfield are practicing doing social distancing to make the day go by during these
COVID-19 stay-at-home times.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
JUST IN TIME FOR EARTH DAY...A Westfield Department of Public Works crew poses for a photograph on Archbold Place
during the Lenox Avenue tree planting drive this past Thursday. Mayor Shelley Brindle and the DPW organized the project
where 44 trees were planted all along Lenox Avenue and the surrounding streets. Earth Day was celebrated on April 22.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Westfield Regional
Health Department Director Megan
Avallone has her hands full during the
COVID-19 Pandemic having inves-
tigated more than 700 positive
COVID-19 cases in the eight towns
served by the department. The health
department services Chatham Bor-
ough, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Summit and Westfield.

While many have raised concerns
over the safety of takeout from res-
taurants, Ms. Avallone assured The
Westfield Leader that “restaurants are
safe to get takeout from. Getting take-
out or curbside pickup is also a great
way to support local businesses. I
have been getting takeout several
times a week for my family.”

She also assures the public that
both mail and packages carry a “low
risk” in the spread of COVID-19.

“Since the virus that causes COVID-
19 is a respiratory virus, there is a
very low risk of spread from packag-
ing and paper that is shipped over a
period of days at ambient tempera-
tures. While the virus can live on
surfaces for a period of time, there
have been no documented cases of
someone getting sick from handling a
package or the mail. We recommend
that you wash your hands after open-
ing mail and if you like, you can also
let all mail and packages sit unopened
for an additional 24 hours once deliv-
ered.”

Ms. Avallone went on to caution
that, “Wearing gloves is OK, but they
may promote a false sense of security.

If you wear gloves you need to make
sure you put them on and take them
off properly. Personally, I do not use
gloves but am extra careful not to
touch my face and sanitize my hands
as soon as I’m back in the car and then
wash my hands as soon as I return
home.”

She told The Leader that the FDA
is not recommending groceries be
wiped down or Lysoled after bringing
them home, but that all produce should
be washed. She also recommended
that hands should be washed after
unpacking groceries.

Ms. Avallone said that despite re-
ports that children are unaffected by

Local Company Turns Operations
Over to Make Face Shields

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — A small local com-
pany has found a way to aid medical
professionals during the Coronavirus
pandemic. The Shea family of The
Pen Company of America (PCA) in
Garwood modified their plastic pen
manufacturing plant to supply
healthcare workers with personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE). The com-
pany typically employs injection
molding techniques to manufacture
promotional pens, patented construc-
tion markers, and casing for medical
markers.

“Nobody’s really handing out pro-
motional pens right now,” laughed
Colleen Shea, a fourth-generation pen
manufacturer, so after a discussion
with their chief executive officer at
Rotuba Extruders in Linden in March,
PCA began producing splash guards
(also known as face shields). As of
April 16, they can produce 50,000
splash guards per week.

“It’s a very simple design,” Ms.
Shea said. A rounded plastic shield
with a foam strip at the top, and a
Velcro strap to wrap around the user’s
head. Initially, the Shea family sent
the design to major hospital networks

in the area, such as Atlantic Health
Systems, RWJBarnabas Health, and
Hackensack Meridian Health, for
evaluation. Once the designs were
approved, they began small scale pro-
duction the last week of March.

“It’s been a whirlwind,” Ms. Shea
said, “but I was on a mission to do
this.” PCA ordered the Velcro and
foam via second day air, to begin
production. The first delivery, 1,000
splashguards to St. Barnabas Medi-
cal Center in Livingston, was hand-
delivered on April 3. Since then, PCA
has flown in new machinery to help
ramp up production. They’ve pur-
chased a ribbon cutter to cut the Velcro
strips and two card hole punchers that
are strong enough to cut through the
plastic shields. This also enabled the
Shea family to hire back six of the 10
workers they laid off due to the pan-
demic shutdowns. Now, with the new
machinery and rehired workforce,
10,000 face shields are produced
daily.

Ms. Shea said PCA is producing
shields for area hospitals and for
smaller organizations like police de-
partments, urgent care centers, and
EMS units. Other essential businesses,
that are smaller and at “the bottom of
the chain when it comes to sourcing
and getting PPE (personal protective
equipment),” have also been able to
get face shields now that PCA is pro-
ducing them, said Ms. Shea.

The feedback from the hospital
workers have been positive; one on-
cologist even called the splash guards
“awesome,” said Ms. Shea. The
shields are made of cellulose acetate,
a strong plastic used in high-end
welder’s masks. It is made from a
renewable resource and chemically
resistant, which means the shields
can be disinfected and are reusable.
According to Ms. Shea, the reusabil-
ity is a huge benefit and hospitals
have reported being able to use less
resources because of PCA’s splash
guards. She also said some of the
hospitals have contacted them and
expressed an interest in using the
shields after the pandemic is over.

Changing their production is noth-
ing new for the Shea family. Ms.
Shea’s great grandfather started the
company selling fountain pen kits in
New York City in the 1920s. Then,
after their grandfather came back from
World War II, he took over and began
manufacturing ball point pens in Jer-
sey City, NJ. In 2011, Pen Company
of America was acquired by their
plastic supplier, Rotuba Extruders in
Linden, NJ. The day to day opera-
tions at the manufacturing plant in

State Focuses on Non-Cash
Efforts for Coronavirus Relief

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGIONAL — State efforts to help
businesses and individuals impacted
by the Corona Virus pandemic largely
have focused on regulation because
New Jersey doesn’t have the resources
or authority to dole out cash, local
legislators said this week.

That means the more direct cash
assistance will have to come from the
federal government.

“We passed a law that halts busi-
ness evictions and individuals who
can’t pay rent,” said state Senator
Nick Scutari, a Democrat whose 22nd
Legislative District includes Fanwood
and Scotch Plains. “The state has no
money.”

Without the cash reserves, efforts
have included: postponing the income
tax filing deadline and payments until
July 15; prohibiting foreclosures; al-
lowing individuals to use disability
and family leave programs to care for
a family member stricken by
Coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-
19) and allowing 12 weeks to care for
a family member afflicted with the
disease; prohibiting quarantined
workers from being terminated; re-
quiring health insurance to cover
COVID-19 testing; and allowing re-
tired professionals to have their li-
censes reinstated.

“They’re not direct payments to
residents, but it provides some relief
for individuals,” said state Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick, a Re-
publican whose 21st Legislative Dis-
trict includes Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield.

Two additional bills that already
have passed the Senate would allow

small business to defer payment of
some employment and business-re-
lated taxes and grants tax credits to
businesses that retain employees dur-
ing the COVID-19 emergency. Asm.
Bramnick says they will not have
difficulty in the Assembly.

Sen. Scutari participated in a vir-
tual town hall streamed on YouTube
and Facebook with state Economic
Development Authority Executive
Director Tim Sullivan on April 8 in
which businesses were told that most
of the agency’s resources had been
exhausted.

That came five days after one of the
few direct cash assistance benefits
went into effect, the $45-billion Small
Business Emergency Assistance grant
program for the EDA to administer.
The EDA, which overwhelmingly and
normally deals with loan programs,
saw an overwhelming demand for the
money, Sen. Scutari said.

Additional direct cash programs
are unlikely without federal help, Asm.
Bramnick said. That is especially true
considering state tax revenue has
plummeted since Governor Phil

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Sports — A Special Look Through

the Rearview Mirror of High School
Sports in Years Past.

The local communities of Westfield, Garwood, Cranford, Fanwood, Clark,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains have teamed up to help support the Rahway Food
for Friends Food Bank & Soup Kitchen. The public is asked to help by donating
the necessary food pantry items. For more information:
www.rahwayfoodforfriendsnj.org/donate.

There will be two drop-off points in Westfield (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.):
Westfield/Mountainside -  Northside of Westfield - 322 Elm Street, at the Hertell
Building - Shoreline East Construction Corp truck will be there.
Westfield - South Side - 490 Otisco Drive - Westfield - Look for the Harmony
Design Group truck.
Garwood/Cranford (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) - Crossroads - 78 North Ave., Garwood -
look for the Cuccaro Landscaping & Star Painting, Inc. trucks.
Fanwood/Scotch Plains - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Shovlin Mattress Factory - 35 South
Ave., Fanwood
Clark - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Arthur L. Johnson High School - 365 Westfield Ave.,
Clark - A Plus Painting and Design Inc. will have a truck on location to collect.

Non-Perishable Food Items Needed (but not limited to): pasta, rice, pasta sauces,
baby food (canned & shelf stable), canned goods (veggies, fruit, beans, etc.), can
openers (extras around the house), mac & cheese, jelly, canned tuna, cereal, snack
bars, peanut butter or other nut butter jars, Lunchables, crackers, canned or boxed
soups, oatmeal, apple sauce, shelf stable milk -- any type, other non-perishable items.
Non-Food Items needed: hand and body lotion, shampoo, sanitizer, sanitizer wipes,
toilet paper, napkins, conditioner, soap, toothpaste,    deodorant, disposable razors
(men's and women's), disposable diapers - especially sizes 3, 4, 5, and 6 and socks.
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Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Stay Safe.  Be Strong.
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

521 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered for $1,699,000

Congratulations

on your

joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
Anniversarys

Correction
A front-page story in last week’s

issue incorrectly reported the job titles
of Westfield and Scotch Plains Postal
employees. Shemaine Wrenn-
Sheffield is a clerk at the Westfield
Post Office and Carol Milczarski is
the closing carrier supervisor at the
Scotch Plains Post Office.

We apologize for the errors.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

Education, for ten percent (10%) of the
amount of the total bid, however, not to
exceed $20,000.

Statement of Ownership Requirement:
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:25-24.2, Bidders
shall submit a statement setting forth the
names and addresses of all persons and
entities that own ten percent or more of its
stock or interest of any type at all levels of
ownership.

A Non-Collusion Affidavit and a Con-
tractor Questionnaire/Certification also
must be submitted with the bid. The bid
package will also include other documents
that must be completed and returned with
the bid. Failure to comply with Instructions
to Bidders and to complete and submit all
required forms, may be cause for disquali-
fication and rejection of the bid.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x), (y), 18A:18A-
4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to waive any infor-
malities.

Special Notice—Office of the School
Business Administrator

The Board of Education during this emer-
gent time, is currently closed and there is
no guarantee the district offices will be
opened by the advertised submission date.
As the School Business Administrator/
Board Secretary of the district, I am provid-
ing this Special Notice concerning the sub-
mission and opening of bids.

Opening of Bids - Online Live Stream-
ing

The board of education is aware of
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-21 which states the fol-
lowing:

At such time and place the purchasing
agent of the board of education shall pub-
licly receive the bids and thereupon imme-
diately proceed to unseal them and pub-
licly announce the contents.

To ensure there is “social distancing”
amongst all parties in the bid opening, the
bid opening will be conducted via online
live streaming. The names of the vendors
and their prices will be announced on the
online live streaming which may be viewed
by the general public and interested par-
ties on the advertised bid date and time.

Dana Sullivan
School Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $91.80

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

The Westfield Board of Education hereby
advertises for competitive bid pricing in
accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-21(a)
(b).

BID NO. 2020-01
TITLE OF BID:

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION
SERVICES

LPK-5, LPK-6, NR-302, WA-11

All necessary bid specifications will be
secured via email. Please contact Deborah
Valencia, Transportation Secretary at
dvalencia@westfieldnjk12.org for bid
specifications.

Bids shall be submitted in a sealed en-
velope, addressed to the Westfield Board
of Education, bearing name and address,
including contact name and email ad-
dress, and clearly marked “BID” with the
contract title and/or bid number on the
outside of the envelope. Bids must be
submitted in a sealed envelope and deliv-
ered to the Office of the School Business
Administrator/Board Secretary of Westfield
Board of Education ON OR BEFORE May
12th, 2020, 1:15pm.

Sealed Bids are to be sent by mail or
carrier with proof of delivery, as no one will
be available to receive hand delivered
bids. Bids should be mailed to the Westfield
Board of Education; 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090. A virtual bid
opening will be held via the following WebEx
link:

https://westfieldnjk12.webex.com/
westfieldnjk12/onstage/g.php?MTID=

e91775c9f0648b0857a44c2990a584cf5

NO BIDS SHALL BE RECEIVED AF-
TER THE TIME DESIGNATED IN THE
ADVERTISEMENT. (N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-
21(b)).

The Board of Education does not accept
electronic (e-mail) submission of bids.

“Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq.”

Each bid shall be accompanied by a bid
bond, cashier’s check or certified check
made payable to the Westfield Board of

County Election Officials
Readying For July Primary

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The The Westfield Leader

AREA — Governor Phil Murphy’s
executive order moving the June 2
primary elections to July 7 could lead
to an increase in voting-by-mail in-
stead of in-person voting if voters, still
spooked by the coronavirus pandemic,
remain wary of large gatherings.

Nicole DiRado, administrator at the
Union County Board of Elections, is
hopeful that the governor will soon
decide on an all-vote-by-mail elec-
tion. She told The Westfield Leader
that she is concerned about how to
protect not only voters but also work-
ers assisting at the dozens of polling
sites throughout the county. Last month,
before the primary was pushed back,
she said she ordered hand sanitizers
and other cleaning agents to be used
by poll workers for themselves and to
wipe down voting machines but she
has yet to receive any supplies, likely
due to the nationwide shortages of
those products.

Many poll workers are in the pri-
mary at-risk age group for the virus,
she pointed out. And Ms. DiRado also
wondered how the six-foot separation
guidelines would be enforced at poll-
ing places, noting that voters first stand
in lines with other voters and then need
to sign their names in front of poll
workers seated at tables before hand-
ing another poll worker a card to be
inserted into the machine prior to cast-
ing a ballot.

“Am I supposed to get 100,000 pens”
for county voters to use and then take
home with them, she asked with a laugh.

While she thinks the majority of
voters will cast their ballots by mail,
Ms. DiRado said she is “praying” that
poll workers actually show up on July
7 if in-person voting is allowed. She
also pointed out that most election-
day workers have years of election day
experience and require little or no
training to prepare for the next elec-
tion. A shortfall in available workers,
though, would require her office to
spend time training new poll workers
in the workings of the voting machines
as well as various administrative tasks
involved in an election.

Another factor for her office to con-
sider is the availability of polling
places, Ms. DiRado said. “We already
have a few places not welcoming us
back” for the primary election. The
Westfield Armory on Rahway Avenue,
where voters from seven of the town’s
districts cast their ballots, is currently
being used as a first-responder site
during the pandemic and is unavail-
able, she said. One option is to move
those seven districts’ voters to the
Westfield High School across the
street, but it’s not clear how feasible it
would be.

At present, the county elections of-
fice is in “a holding pattern” as it
awaits further word from the
governor’s office on how the July 7
primary election will be held. County
clerks are asking for a final decision by
the end of the month on how votes will
be cast so they will have two months to
prepare.

While county election overseers may
favor voting-by-mail, the two county
chairmen are not as enthusiastic. County
Democratic Party Chairman, state Sena-
tor Nicholas Scutari (D-22nd, Linden)
doesn’t think voting-by-mail should be
mandated, telling The Leader that many
county residents already find themselves
sometimes confused or intimidated by
official mailings they receive at home.
He said he prefers to give voters the
choice to vote by mail or do so at a
polling place.

He did express his support for mov-
ing the primary election to July, calling
it “the right move” and guessing that
voting-by-mail will be popular amidst
the pandemic.

County Republican Party Chairman
Glenn Mortimer of Mountainside told
The Leader that he is “not a fan in
general” of mail-in ballots for several
reasons. Processing them is time con-
suming, he noted, and it’s not clear to
him if county election officials have
the ability to count the votes in a timely
manner. Mail-in ballots also “create
lots of opportunities for shenanigans,”
he thinks, and he also pointed to last-
minute campaign-altering develop-
ments that could be rendered some-
what moot if people already mailed in
their ballots weeks earlier.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
LUXURY TOWNHOUSES...Construction is continuing behind the 7-Eleven on
Mountain Avenue on the Westfield/Mountainside border for a new townhouse
development called Park West.

Courtesy of Beth Ellen Hornstein
HI NEIGHBOR...Neighbors on Plymouth Road Westfield say hello to each other
while practicing social distancing during these COVID-19 stay-at-home times.

Mountainside Council
Adopts $14.8-Mil. Budget

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council passed a municipal budget of
$14,846,104 budget Tuesday night
on second reading. Projected income
from revenue is $5,189,550 with the
remaining $9,064,481 to be raised
through property taxes. The spending
plan was introduced on March 17.

Areas of the 2020 budget that are
increasing include the operating bud-
get, police department salaries, pub-
lic pensions, capital projects and
employee Social Security payments.
Police pension contributions, health
insurance waivers, and interest on the
bond anticipation note are some ar-
eas where budget contributions have
decreased. Once all of this is calcu-
lated, the total amount of increase in
the budget for 2021 is $1,259,907.
Revenue is expected to increase ap-

proximately $140,000.
“The per household municipal in-

crease for the average assessed house
will be $13.91,” said Mayor Paul
Mirabelli, as compared to last year’s
increase of $18.09.

The council also approved a resolu-
tion to use money from the storm re-
covery trust fund to handle any ex-
penses related to the COVID-19 re-
sponse. Municipalities can use these
funds to aid in the health and safety of
its people due to a “state of emer-
gency” declared by the governor or
the presidents. Governor Phil Murphy
declared a state of emergency on March
9 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Mondays and Thursdays Mayor
Mirabelli has given updates on the
progress of COVID-19. These can be
found on the borough’s official
website, Facebook and YouTube
pages. At the meeting, he updated the
board and the public with some news
from Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s
(R-21st, Westfield) office. He listed
help lines and informational websites
to help with food assistance, unem-
ployment benefits, job assistance,
business loans, veteran’s assistance,
and mental health assistance (among
others), which will be posted on the
town website.

Mayor Mirabelli also said he un-
derstands people’s frustration with
social distancing and all the closures
and has heard people questioning
when the town will be reopening some
businesses. However, he said, the
borough is “restricted in what we can
or can’t open up” due to Governor
Murphy’s Executive Order 107. The
planning board will be holding vir-
tual meetings soon, the mayor said,
pointing to a service the town can re-
open. It is a “very technical process
since we have to make sure it is in
compliance with the Open Public
Meeting Act,” said Mayor Mirabelli,
but he hoped to move forward with
some of the planning board’s applica-
tions as soon as possible.

The board also approved the staff
for the summer programs at the recre-
ation center, waived the pool fee for
the Mountainside PTO to host the
end of year party for the 8th graders,
and the monetary prizes for Deerfield
Elementary School’s valedictorian
and salutatorian.

The next council meeting will be
on Tuesday, May 5.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

State
Murphy declared a state of emer-
gency on March 9 and issued execu-
tive orders that closed non-essential
businesses, prohibited gatherings of
more than a few people and required
“social distancing.”

“The March numbers weren’t ter-
rible,” Asm. Bramnick said. “But the
governor expects the April numbers
to be catastrophic. Common sense
would tell you that. You don’t have to
be a legislator to know revenue has to
be way down.”

Asm. Bramnick said the state is
doubly limited constitutionally from
enacting any massive stimulus pack-
age such as the federal government
has done with the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Security, or CARES, Act,
a $2.2-trillion stimulus law signed
into to law on March 27. It was the
single largest economic relief pack-
age in U.S. history.

“We’re required to have a balanced
budget and we need voter approval to
borrow,” Asm. Bramnick said. “Both
of those things, we don’t have. The
federal government can raise the debt
limit at any time.

“We can’t simply print money,”
Asm. Bramnick said.

Besides the CARES Act, which
was to provide up to $1,200 per per-
son, $2,400 per couple and $500 for
each child that qualifies – along with
money for businesses, the federal
government is considering a second
$500 billion for a small business lend-
ing program.

The CARES Act also contained
provisions on protections for mort-
gage payers and renters.

There have been reports of even
more federal spending in a potential
third round of stimulus.

Part of federal legislation has been
to supplement the states’ unemploy-
ment compensation.

“Anyone who’s been furloughed or
laid off from work as a result of
COVID-19 can apply for expanded
and enhanced unemployment insur-
ance contained in the CARES Act,”
New Jersey U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D) said in an email re-
sponse to questions from The
Westfield Leader. “That’s an extra 13
weeks of (unemployment insurance)
plus an extra $600 per week through
July 31 above what an individual
would normally qualify for.”

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY SUPPORT..A display of messages on a tree in front of this
Westfield home encourgages the community to stay strong during the coronavirus
shutdown.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Health Director

Garwood are run by Ms. Shea, her
father, and two brothers.

Recently, the United States gov-
ernment chose PCA to produce the
pens for the 2020 census after an
intense vetting process. This is what
American manufacturing can do, said
Ms. Shea, “change what you make on
a dime” to meet the needs of the
community. She also said creating
and manufacturing the splash guards
really came down to “what we could
to help.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Face Shield

COVID-19, her department has seen
cases in residents between the ages of
1 and 104.

“The limited reports we have of
children with COVID-19 suggest that
children can get mild illnesses which
resemble a cold. We have seen some
reports of children with severe com-
plications, but these reports appear to
be uncommon,” she said. “As with
any respiratory illness, certain popu-
lations of children, such as children
with underlying health conditions,
may be at increased risk of severe
infections. This is why even children
should adhere to social-distancing
guidelines.”

Ms. Avallone also said that, “Stay-
ing physically active is one of the best
ways to keep your body and mind

healthy. Staying physically active re-
lieves stress and can help clear your
mind. Here are some Do’s and Don’ts
that can be followed:

DO: get physical activity close to
home.

DO: stay at least six feet away from
others while outdoors.

DO: consider the use of a mask if
you think maintaining a six-foot dis-
tance from others will be hard.

DON’T: Visit parks or trails that
are closed.

DON’T: Exercise outdoors if you
have been diagnosed with COVID-
19 and have not yet been cleared from
isolation (even if you are feeling bet-
ter).”

She added that, “Individuals who
do not feel well and do not have a
primary care doctor can call an urgent
care center for guidance and to see if
testing is warranted. As a reminder,
any resident looking to seek medical
care, should call their health care
provider before they arrive.”

Union County residents can also
call the county’s test center at (908)
373-5105 or (908) 214-7107 to sched-
ule an appointment for testing.

In addition to their regular and
COVID duties, the health department
has “been working very closely with
each of our long-term care centers
and senior housing facilities since
February. We have done infection-
control assessments and provided
daily guidance in some cases. While
these centers are privately run and not
licensed by the health department, we
continue to work with them to ensure
the safety of their residents and em-
ployees. We have also worked with
these centers to help them implement
both state and federal guidance,” Ms.
Avallone said.

Donations of PPE, including masks
and medical gowns, are still being
sought. A collection bin is inside the
entry vestibule of the Westfield Po-
lice Department.

Through April 18 the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department has inves-
tigated 747 cases of COVID-19 across
eight municipalities. Those cases
range in age from 1 to 104. A total 101
people have been hospitalized and 41
have died.

Scotch Plains Council to Seek
Property-Tax Freeze This Year

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The township
council introduced its 2020 budget on
Tuesday that will include, if approved
next month, no increase in the municipal
portion of local property taxes.

The zero tax increase, said Mayor
Alexander Smith at the council’s busi-
ness meeting, is part of an effort to “try
to help our residents” who may be
struggling financially or otherwise dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic that has
virtually shut down most businesses
and other activities in New Jersey.
“Times are uncertain,” he said while
vowing to continue monitoring the bud-
get in the coming months to see if the
virus’ effects continue to be felt. “If we
need to make any adjustments, we’ll
make adjustments,” he said.

The budget, with total appropria-
tions of $26.03 million, will be funded
partly from an anticipated $15.4 mil-
lion in property taxes. Other revenue
sources will include state assistance,
which is expected at this time to be the
same as it has been in recent years, and
construction code fees, which in recent
years have amounted to close to $1
million annually; however, the virus-
related shutdown and the vast economic
repercussions will have an effect on
that revenue.

The council was set to introduce the
budget last month but delayed doing so
until township officials could get a bet-
ter sense of what the effects of the state
shutdown would be on local finances.
Township Manager Al Mirabella said
on Tuesday that the budget will not
result in any reductions in services, nor
will it lead to any layoffs or other im-
pacts on the municipal staff. The public
hearing on the budget will be held at a
special meeting on Tuesday, May 26.
Later during Tuesday’s meeting, Mayor
Smith reminded residents that prop-
erty-tax due dates — May 1 is the next
one — will remain the same.

The council also introduced its $1.9-
million capital bond ordinance to fi-
nance the purchases of some larger
pieces of equipment with a lengthy
lifespan, including a new fire truck for
the fire department. That ordinance also

will be considered at the special meet-
ing on May 26.

During the meeting, Mr. Mirabella
said the municipal building will remain
closed to the public for the foreseeable
future and that the staggered work sched-
ule for employees will remain in force.
He thanked township residents for co-
operating with the stay-at-home orders.
The mayor also praised township em-
ployees and residents during what he
called “a difficult time.” He said the
township was “beginning to see the
flattening” of the virus infection curve,
and added that, “as we can safely bring
back normalcy, we will do that” while
following recently-issued state guide-
lines for restarting business and other
activities.

He also saluted local groups and
organizations for their efforts. “The
generosity we’re seeing, the caring
we’re seeing,” the mayor said, “is
really uplifting.” He said the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
has been given the task of coordinat-
ing virus-related matters and activi-
ties and providing up-to-date infor-
mation to the two towns. Information
can be viewed at fsprotary.org/
coronavirus.
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COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

9,972 cases, 387 deaths
Cranford - 282 cases,  40 deaths

Fanwood - 61 cases, 7 deaths
Garwood - 33 cases

Mountainside - 49 cases, 6 deaths
Scotch Plains - 180 cases, 2 deaths

Westfield - 181 cases, 19 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

The local communities of Westfield, Garwood, Cranford, Fanwood, Clark,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains have teamed up to help support the Rahway Food
for Friends Food Bank & Soup Kitchen. The public is asked to help by donating
the necessary food pantry items. For more information:
www.rahwayfoodforfriendsnj.org/donate.

There will be two drop-off points in Westfield (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.):
Westfield/Mountainside -  Northside of Westfield - 322 Elm Street, at the Hertell
Building - Shoreline East Construction Corp truck will be there.
Westfield - South Side - 490 Otisco Drive - Westfield - Look for the Harmony
Design Group truck.
Garwood/Cranford (9 a.m. to 12 p.m.) - Crossroads - 78 North Ave., Garwood -
look for the Cuccaro Landscaping & Star Painting, Inc. trucks.
Fanwood/Scotch Plains - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Shovlin Mattress Factory - 35 South
Ave., Fanwood
Clark - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Arthur L. Johnson High School - 365 Westfield Ave.,
Clark - A Plus Painting and Design Inc. will have a truck on location to collect.

Non-Perishable Food Items Needed (but not limited to): pasta, rice, pasta sauces,
baby food (canned & shelf stable), canned goods (veggies, fruit, beans, etc.), can
openers (extras around the house), mac & cheese, jelly, canned tuna, cereal, snack
bars, peanut butter or other nut butter jars, Lunchables, crackers, canned or boxed
soups, oatmeal, apple sauce, shelf stable milk -- any type, other non-perishable items.
Non-Food Items needed: hand and body lotion, shampoo, sanitizer, sanitizer wipes,
toilet paper, napkins, conditioner, soap, toothpaste,    deodorant, disposable razors
(men's and women's), disposable diapers - especially sizes 3, 4, 5, and 6 and socks.

Local Company Turns Operations
Over to Make Face Shields

State Focuses on Non-Cash
Efforts for Coronavirus Relief

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
OFF LIMITS...With parks around the state closed to help stem the spread of the coronavirus, even kiddie rides continue to
be off limits to the public, including this one at Forest Road Park in Fanwood.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGIONAL — State efforts to help
businesses and individuals impacted
by the Corona Virus pandemic largely
have focused on regulation because
New Jersey doesn’t have the resources
or authority to dole out cash, local
legislators said this week.

That means the more direct cash
assistance will have to come from the
federal government.

“We passed a law that halts busi-

ness evictions and individuals who
can’t pay rent,” said state Senator
Nick Scutari, a Democrat whose 22nd
Legislative District includes Fanwood
and Scotch Plains. “The state has no
money.”

Without the cash reserves, efforts
have included: postponing the income
tax filing deadline and payments until
July 15; prohibiting foreclosures; al-
lowing individuals to use disability
and family leave programs to care for
a family member stricken by

Coronavirus disease-2019 (COVID-
19) and allowing 12 weeks to care for
a family member afflicted with the
disease; prohibiting quarantined
workers from being terminated; re-
quiring health insurance to cover
COVID-19 testing; and allowing re-
tired professionals to have their li-
censes reinstated.

“They’re not direct payments to
residents, but it provides some relief
for individuals,” said state Assembly
Minority Leader Jon Bramnick, a Re-
publican whose 21st Legislative Dis-
trict includes Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield.

Two additional bills that already
have passed the Senate would allow
small business to defer payment of
some employment and business-re-
lated taxes and grants tax credits to
businesses that retain employees dur-
ing the COVID-19 emergency. Asm.
Bramnick says they will not have
difficulty in the Assembly.

Sen. Scutari participated in a vir-
tual town hall streamed on YouTube
and Facebook with state Economic
Development Authority Executive
Director Tim Sullivan on April 8 in
which businesses were told that most

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — A small local com-
pany has found a way to aid medical
professionals during the Coronavirus
pandemic. The Shea family of The
Pen Company of America (PCA) in
Garwood modified their plastic pen
manufacturing plant to supply
healthcare workers with personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE). The com-
pany typically employs injection
molding techniques to manufacture
promotional pens, patented construc-
tion markers, and casing for medical
markers.

“Nobody’s really handing out pro-
motional pens right now,” laughed

Colleen Shea, a fourth-generation pen
manufacturer, so after a discussion
with their chief executive officer at
Rotuba Extruders in Linden in March,
PCA began producing splash guards
(also known as face shields). As of
April 16, they can produce 50,000
splash guards per week.

“It’s a very simple design,” Ms.
Shea said. A rounded plastic shield
with a foam strip at the top, and a
Velcro strap to wrap around the user’s

head. Initially, the Shea family sent
the design to major hospital networks
in the area, such as Atlantic Health
Systems, RWJBarnabas Health, and
Hackensack Meridian Health, for
evaluation. Once the designs were
approved, they began small scale pro-
duction the last week of March.

“It’s been a whirlwind,” Ms. Shea
said, “but I was on a mission to do
this.” PCA ordered the Velcro and

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THANK YOU, HEALTH CARE WORKERS...A number of homes, including
this one in Fanwood, are now displaying lawn signs thanking health care and other
essential workers for their heroic efforts during the coronavirus pandemic.
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Scotch Plains Council to Seek
Property-Tax Freeze This Year
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council introduced its 2020 bud-
get on Tuesday that will include, if
approved next month, no increase in
the municipal portion of local prop-
erty taxes.

The zero tax increase, said Mayor
Alexander Smith at the council’s busi-
ness meeting, is part of an effort to
“try to help our residents” who may
be struggling financially or otherwise
during the coronavirus pandemic that
has virtually shut down most busi-
nesses and other activities in New
Jersey. “Times are uncertain,” he said
while vowing to continue monitoring
the budget in the coming months to
see if the virus’ effects continue to be
felt. “If we need to make any adjust-
ments, we’ll make adjustments,” he
said.

The budget, with total appropria-
tions of $26.03 million, will be funded
partly from an anticipated $15.4 mil-

lion in property taxes. Other revenue
sources will include state assistance,
which is expected at this time to be
the same as it has been in recent years,
and construction code fees, which in
recent years have amounted to close
to $1 million annually; however, the
virus-related shutdown and the vast
economic repercussions will have an
effect on that revenue.

The council was set to introduce
the budget last month but delayed
doing so until township officials could
get a better sense of what the effects
of the state shutdown would be on
local finances. Township Manager Al

Mirabella said on Tuesday that the
budget will not result in any reduc-
tions in services, nor will it lead to
any layoffs or other impacts on the
municipal staff. The public hearing
on the budget will be held at a special
meeting on Tuesday, May 26. Later
during Tuesday’s meeting, Mayor
Smith reminded residents that prop-
erty-tax due dates — May 1 is the
next one — will remain the same.

The council also introduced its
$1.9-million capital bond ordinance
to finance the purchases of some larger
pieces of equipment with a lengthy

Late Payment Fee Waived
For Fanwood Taxpayers

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SUPPORTING OUR HEALTH CARE WORKERS...Rainbow displays like this
one supporting health care workers are popping up throughout the area.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Fanwood residents
will effectively see no interest rate
penalty for late property-tax payments
submitted between May 12 and June
1, as Mayor Colleen Mahr and the
council reduced the late penalty to
nearly zero. In the upcoming weeks,
residents will receive a property-tax
estimation for the August 1st quar-
terly deadline, stated Fanwood Chief
Financial Officer Fred Tomkins.

At the start of Monday’s meeting,
Fanwood had 56 confirmed COVID
cases with five fatalities to date, Mayor
Mahr said. Union County had 9,972
confirmed cases as of Monday, while
New Jersey’s case count reached a
total of 88,806.

Governor Phil Murphy’s office re-
quested all municipalities send esti-
mations, allowing New Jersey resi-
dents time to prepare for upcoming
costs via projections, stated Mr.
Tomkins. Fanwood residents’ prop-
erty-tax “estimations” are, in fact,

just estimations and will not be final-
ized numbers, stated Mr. Tomkins.

Governor Murphy’s office will face
hurdles with state revenue forecasts,
stated Mr. Tomkins. He said the state’s
revenue sources are often multi-fac-
eted, extending beyond just property-
tax collection, which makes project-
ing a revenue hit harder during times
when resident activity has diminished.

Currently, Fanwood has not re-
ceived funding from the state which
had been immediately awarded in
previous budget years, stated Mr.
Tomkins. During this time of the year,
Fanwood had previously received the
“homestead rebate,” but “has yet to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Stay Safe.  Be Strong.
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

521 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered for $1,699,000
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joyous occasion!

To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,

Community Editor
908-232-4407

community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

Weddings
Births

Engagements
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Correction
A front-page story in last week’s

issue incorrectly reported the job titles
of Westfield and Scotch Plains Postal
employees. Shemaine Wrenn-
Sheffield is a clerk at the Westfield
Post Office and Carol Milczarski is
the closing carrier supervisor at the
Scotch Plains Post Office.

We apologize for the errors.

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, April 14, a resident of

Copperfield Road reported their
house had been hit by paintball
pellets. The matter is under inves-
tigation.

Wednesday, April 15, a resident of
Clydesdale Road reported a burglary
at their home. The incident was re-
ported at 5:15 p.m. and occurred
sometime in the prior 24 hours. The
matter is under investigation.

Thursday, April 16, Anthony
Gilliam, 53, of Newark was arrested
on charges of defiant trespass and
two counts of resisting arrest during a
suspicious-person call at an unoccu-
pied home. Police located the suspect
inside the home. The suspect became
uncooperative with the officers.
Gilliam was transported to police
headquarters and processed.

Thursday, April 16, a resident of
the 2000 block of Coles Avenue

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

reported an incident of fraud. The
victim was contacted by someone
pretending to be a family member
who stated that he was in a car
accident and requested money. A
large sum of money was wire trans-
ferred and afterwards the victim
realized it was a scam. The matter is
under investigation.

Friday, April 17, a resident of Hid-
den Meadow Drive reported the theft
of a 2014 white Audi Q7. The motor
vehicle was stolen during the over-
night hours. Another neighbor stated
that their vehicle was entered and a
key fob for another vehicle had been
stolen. The thefts are under investi-
gation.

Monday, April 20, a resident of
the 300 block of Ridgeview Avenue
reported the theft of a 2010 silver
Lexus RX. The incident occurred
during the overnight hours and is
under investigation.

Health Dir. Says Takeout,
Mail are Safe During COVID

County Election Officials
Readying For July Primary

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Westfield Regional
Health Department Director Megan
Avallone has her hands full during
the COVID-19 pandemic, having
investigated more than 700 positive
COVID-19 cases in the eight towns
served by the department. The health
department services Chatham Bor-
ough, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside, New Providence,
Roselle Park, Summit and Westfield.

While many have raised concerns
over the safety of takeout from res-
taurants, Ms. Avallone assured The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
“restaurants are safe to get takeout
from. Getting takeout or curbside
pickup is also a great way to sup-
port local businesses. I have been
getting takeout several times a week
for my family.”

She also assures the public that
both mail and packages carry a “low
risk” in the spread of COVID-19.
“Since the virus that causes COVID-
19 is a respiratory virus, there is a
very low risk of spread from pack-
aging and paper that is shipped over
a period of days at ambient tem-
peratures. While the virus can live
on surfaces for a period of time,
there have been no documented
cases of someone getting sick from
handling a package or the mail. We
recommend that you wash your
hands after opening mail, and if you
like you can also let all mail and
packages sit unopened for an addi-
tional 24 hours once delivered.”

Ms. Avallone went on to caution
that, “Wearing gloves is okay, but
they may promote a false sense of
security. If you wear gloves you
need to make sure you put them on
and take them off properly. Person-
ally, I do not use gloves but am extra
careful not to touch my face and
sanitize my hands as soon as I’m
back in the car and then wash my
hands as soon as I return home.”

She told The Times that the FDA
is not recommending groceries be

wiped down or Lysoled after bring-
ing them home, but that all produce
should be washed. She also recom-
mended that hands should be washed
after unpacking groceries.

Ms. Avallone said that despite
reports that children are unaffected
by COVID-19, her department has
seen cases in residents between the
ages of 1 and 104.

“The limited reports we have of
children with COVID-19 suggest
that children can get mild illnesses
which resemble a cold. We have
seen some reports of children with
severe complications, but these re-
ports appear to be uncommon,” she
said. “As with any respiratory ill-
ness, certain populations of chil-
dren, such as children with underly-
ing health conditions, may be at
increased risk of severe infections.
This is why even children should
adhere to social-distancing guide-
lines.”

Ms. Avallone also said that, “Stay-
ing physically active is one of the
best ways to keep your body and
mind healthy. Staying physically ac-
tive relieves stress and can help
clear your mind. Here are some Do’s
and Don’ts that can be followed:

DO: get physical activity close to
home.

DO: stay at least six feet away
from others while outdoors.

DO: consider the use of a mask if
you think maintaining a six-foot dis-
tance from others will be hard.

DON’T: Visit parks or trails that
are closed.

DON’T: Exercise outdoors if you
have been diagnosed with COVID-
19 and have not yet been cleared
from isolation (even if you are feel-
ing better).”

She added that, “Individuals who
do not feel well and do not have a
primary care doctor can call an ur-
gent care center for guidance and to
see if testing is warranted. As a
reminder, any resident looking to
seek medical care should call their
health care provider before they
arrive.”

Union County residents can also
call the county’s test center at (908)
373-5105 or (908) 214-7107 to
schedule an appointment for test-
ing.

In addition to its regular and
COVID duties, the health depart-
ment has “been working very closely
with each of our long-term care cen-
ters and senior housing facilities
since February. We have done in-
fection-control assessments and pro-
vided daily guidance in some cases.
While these centers are privately
run and not licensed by the health
department, we continue to work
with them to ensure the safety of
their residents and employees. We
have also worked with these centers
to help them implement both state
and federal guidance,” Ms. Avallone
said.

Donations of PPE, including
masks and medical gowns, are still
being sought. A collection bin is
inside the entry vestibule of the
Westfield Police Department.

Through April 18 the Westfield
Regional Health Department has in-
vestigated 747 cases of COVID-19
across eight municipalities. Those
cases range in age from 1 to 104. A
total 101 people have been hospi-
talized and 41 have died.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Governor Phil Murphy’s
executive order moving the June 2
primary elections to July 7 could
lead to an increase in voting-by-mail
instead of in-person voting if voters,
still spooked by the coronavirus pan-
demic, remain wary of large gather-
ings.

Nicole DiRado, administrator at
the Union County Board of Elec-
tions, is hopeful that the governor
will soon decide on an all-vote-by-
mail election. She told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that she is
concerned about how to protect not
only voters but also workers assist-
ing at the dozens of polling sites
throughout the county. Last month,
before the primary was pushed back,
she said she ordered hand sanitizers
and other cleaning agents to be used
by poll workers for themselves and
to wipe down voting machines but
she has yet to receive any supplies,
likely due to the nationwide short-
ages of those products.

Many poll workers are in the pri-
mary at-risk age group for the virus,
she pointed out. And Ms. DiRado
also wondered how the six-foot sepa-
ration guidelines would be enforced
at polling places, noting that voters
first stand in lines with other voters
and then need to sign their names in
front of poll workers seated at tables
before handing another poll worker
a card to be inserted into the ma-
chine prior to casting a ballot.

“Am I supposed to get 100,000
pens” for county voters to use and
then take home with them, she asked
with a laugh.

While she thinks the majority of
voters will cast their ballots by mail,
Ms. DiRado said she is “praying”
that poll workers actually show up
on July 7 if in-person voting is al-
lowed. She also pointed out that most
election-day workers have years of
election day experience and require
little or no training to prepare for the
next election. A shortfall in available
workers, though, would require her
office to spend time training new
poll workers in the workings of the
voting machines as well as various
administrative tasks involved in an
election.

Another factor for her office to
consider is the availability of polling
places, Ms. DiRado said. “We al-
ready have a few places not welcom-
ing us back” for the primary elec-
tion. The Westfield Armory on
Rahway Avenue, where voters from
seven of the town’s districts cast
their ballots, is currently being used
as a first-responder site during the
pandemic and is unavailable, she
said. One option is to move those
seven districts’ voters to the Westfield
High School across the street, but
it’s not clear how feasible it would
be.

At present, the county elections
office is in “a holding pattern” as it
awaits further word from the
governor’s office on how the July 7
primary election will be held. County
clerks are asking for a final decision
by the end of the month on how votes
will be cast so they will have two
months to prepare.

While county election overseers
may favor voting-by-mail, the two
county chairmen are not as enthusi-
astic. County Democratic Party
Chairman, state Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) doesn’t

think voting-by-mail should be man-
dated, telling The Times that many
county residents already find them-
selves sometimes confused or in-
timidated by official mailings they
receive at home. He said he prefers
to give voters the choice to vote by
mail or do so at a polling place.

He did express his support for
moving the primary election to July,
calling it “the right move” and guess-
ing that voting-by-mail will be popu-
lar amidst the pandemic.

County Republican Party Chair-
man Glenn Mortimer of
Mountainside told The Times that he
is “not a fan in general” of mail-in
ballots for several reasons. Process-
ing them is time consuming, he noted,
and it’s not clear to him if county
election officials have the ability to
count the votes in a timely manner.
Mail-in ballots also “create lots of
opportunities for shenanigans,” he
thinks, and he also pointed to last-
minute campaign-altering develop-
ments that could be rendered some-
what moot if people already mailed
in their ballots weeks earlier.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO CUT-THROUGH...Some families are using Forest Road Park in Fanwood as
a cut-through for bike-riding and walking even though state, county and many
municipal parks around the state are closed to help stem the spread of the
coronavirus.

of the agency’s resources had been
exhausted.

That came five days after one of
the few direct cash assistance ben-
efits went into effect, the $45-bil-
lion Small Business Emergency As-
sistance grant program for the EDA
to administer. The EDA, which over-
whelmingly and normally deals with
loan programs, saw an overwhelm-
ing demand for the money, Sen.
Scutari said.

Additional direct cash programs
are unlikely without federal help,
Asm. Bramnick said. That is espe-
cially true considering state tax rev-
enue has plummeted since Gover-
nor Phil Murphy declared a state of
emergency on March 9 and issued
executive orders that closed non-
essential businesses, prohibited
gatherings of more than a few people
and required “social distancing.”

“The March numbers weren’t ter-
rible,” Asm. Bramnick said. “But
the governor expects the April num-
bers to be catastrophic. Common
sense would tell you that. You don’t
have to be a legislator to know rev-
enue has to be way down.”

Asm. Bramnick said the state is
doubly limited constitutionally from
enacting any massive stimulus pack-
age such as the federal government
has done with the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief and Security, or CARES, Act,
a $2.2-trillion stimulus law signed
into to law on March 27. It was the
single largest economic relief pack-
age in U.S. history.

“We’re required to have a bal-
anced budget and we need voter
approval to borrow,” Asm.
Bramnick said. “Both of those
things, we don’t have. The federal
government can raise the debt limit
at any time.

“We can’t simply print money,”
Asm. Bramnick said.

Besides the CARES Act, which
was to provide up to $1,200 per
person, $2,400 per couple and $500
for each child that qualifies – along
with money for businesses, the fed-
eral government is considering a
second $500 billion for a small busi-
ness lending program.

The CARES Act also contained
provisions on protections for mort-
gage payers and renters.

There have been reports of even
more federal spending in a poten-
tial third round of stimulus.

Part of federal legislation has been
to supplement the states’ unemploy-
ment compensation.

“Anyone who’s been furloughed or
laid off from work as a result of
COVID-19 can apply for expanded
and enhanced unemployment insur-
ance contained in the CARES Act,”
New Jersey U.S. Senator Robert
Menendez (D) said in an email re-
sponse to questions from The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “That’s an ex-
tra 13 weeks of (unemployment insur-
ance) plus an extra $600 per week
through July 31 above what an indi-
vidual would normally qualify for.”
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State

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Face Shields
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Late Fee

foam via second day air, to begin
production. The first delivery, 1,000
splashguards to St. Barnabas Medi-
cal Center in Livingston, was hand-
delivered on April 3. Since then, PCA
has flown in new machinery to help
ramp up production. They’ve pur-
chased a ribbon cutter to cut the Velcro
strips and two card hole punchers that
are strong enough to cut through the
plastic shields. This also enabled the
Shea family to hire back six of the 10
workers they laid off due to the pan-
demic shutdowns. Now, with the new
machinery and rehired workforce,
10,000 face shields are produced
daily.

Ms. Shea said PCA is producing
shields for area hospitals and for
smaller organizations like police de-
partments, urgent care centers, and
EMS units. Other essential businesses,
that are smaller and at “the bottom of
the chain when it comes to sourcing
and getting PPE (personal protective
equipment),” have also been able to
get face shields now that PCA is pro-
ducing them, said Ms. Shea.

The feedback from the hospital
workers have been positive; one on-
cologist even called the splash guards
“awesome,” said Ms. Shea. The
shields are made of cellulose acetate,
a strong plastic used in high-end
welder’s masks. It is made from a
renewable resource and chemically
resistant, which means the shields
can be disinfected and are reusable.
According to Ms. Shea, the reusabil-
ity is a huge benefit and hospitals
have reported being able to use less
resources because of PCA’s splash
guards. She also said some of the
hospitals have contacted them and
expressed an interest in using the
shields after the pandemic is over.

Changing their production is noth-
ing new for the Shea family. Ms.
Shea’s great grandfather started the
company selling fountain pen kits in
New York City in the 1920s. Then,
after their grandfather came back from
World War II, he took over and began
manufacturing ball point pens in Jer-
sey City, NJ. In 2011, Pen Company
of America was acquired by their
plastic supplier, Rotuba Extruders in
Linden, NJ. The day to day opera-
tions at the manufacturing plant in
Garwood are run by Ms. Shea, her
father, and two brothers.

Recently, the United States gov-
ernment chose PCA to produce the
pens for the 2020 census after an
intense vetting process. This is what
American manufacturing can do, said
Ms. Shea, “change what you make on
a dime” to meet the needs of the
community. She also said creating
and manufacturing the splash guards
really came down to “what we could
to help.”

Moutainside Adopts
$14.8-Mil. Budget

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The borough
council passed a municipal budget of
$14,846,104 budget Tuesday night
on second reading. Projected income
from revenue is $5,189,550 with the
remaining $9,064,481 to be raised
through property taxes. The spending
plan was introduced on March 17.

Areas of the 2020 budget that are
increasing include the operating bud-
get, police department salaries, pub-
lic pensions, capital projects and
employee Social Security payments.
Police pension contributions, health
insurance waivers, and interest on the
bond anticipation note are some ar-
eas where budget contributions have
decreased. Once all of this is calcu-
lated, the total amount of increase in
the budget for 2021 is $1,259,907.
Revenue is expected to increase ap-
proximately $140,000.

“The per household municipal in-
crease for the average assessed house
will be $13.91,” said Mayor Paul
Mirabelli, as compared to last year’s
increase of $18.09.

The council also approved a resolu-
tion to use money from the storm re-
covery trust fund to handle any ex-
penses related to the COVID-19 re-
sponse. Municipalities can use these
funds to aid in the health and safety of
its people due to a “state of emer-
gency” declared by the governor or
the presidents. Governor Phil Murphy
declared a state of emergency on March
9 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

On Mondays and Thursdays Mayor
Mirabelli has given updates on the
progress of COVID-19. These can be
found on the borough’s official
website, Facebook and YouTube
pages. At the meeting, he updated the
board and the public with some news
from Assemblyman Jon Bramnick’s
(R-21st, Westfield) office. He listed
help lines and informational websites
to help with food assistance, unem-
ployment benefits, job assistance,
business loans, veteran’s assistance,
and mental health assistance (among
others), which will be posted on the
town website.

The next council meeting will be
on Tuesday, May 5.

receive anything,” stated Mr.
Tomkins.

Mr. Tomkins said he would not rule
out that the state will pay out previous
financial commitments to municipali-
ties before the year’s end.

“The state has already added three
months onto their fiscal year,” Mr.
Tomkins.

Officially, Governor Murphy’s of-
fice has extended its budget year by
three months from June 30 to Sep-
tember 30, stated Mr. Tomkins. Later
in the year, when the New Jersey state
budget is finalized, he said the state
may choose to continue to fund simi-
lar financial initiatives and programs
affecting municipalities.

Until then, Fanwood residents may
see an increased municipal tax levy,
he stated.

“We will be meeting again. We are
looking to trim things where we can
to meet revenue needs,” Council-
woman Erin McElroy Barker said.

In light of the COVID pandemic,
Fanwood’s municipal government has
continued serving borough residents,
stated Mayor Mahr. From the
pandemic’s beginning, she said
Fanwood’s leadership, administrators
and emergency responders, “cannot
shut down.”

Negative news has been easy to
come by, but Fanwood’s Zoning Of-
fice displayed a positive uptick in
activity during the last month, stated
Mayor Mahr. Forty-three Fanwood
homeowners made home-improve-
ment inquiries to Fanwood’s zoning
officer, stated Mayor Mahr.

Councilwoman Barker stated that
Fanwood residents and business own-
ers have maintained a community feel
while respecting the in-place social
guidelines. Fanwood will participate
in Autism Awareness Month, with
“Rockin’ For Autism” taking place
remotely, stated Councilman Jeff
Banks.

This Saturday, between 6 and 9
p.m., residents can participate via
Facebook Live and Fios Channel 24,
stated Councilman Banks.

Fanwood will hire a new police
officer, stated Councilman Anthony
Carter. The borough council will seek

lifespan, including a new fire truck
for the fire department. That ordi-
nance also will be considered at the
special meeting on May 26.

This week’s meeting was the third
to be held semi-remotely, with only
the mayor and Mr. Mirabella, joined
by Deputy Township Manager Mar-
garet Heisey, Township Clerk Bonnie
Lacina and Redevelopment Coordi-
nator Thomas Strowe, physically
present in the council chambers.
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo, Coun-
cilwoman Elizabeth Stamler, Coun-
cilmen Ted Spera and Roshan White
and Township Attorney David
Minchello participated in the meet-
ing via telephone.

During the meeting, Mr. Mirabella
said the municipal building will re-
main closed to the public for the fore-
seeable future and that the staggered
work schedule for employees will
remain in force. He thanked township
residents for cooperating with the stay-
at-home orders. The mayor also
praised township employees and resi-
dents during what he called “a diffi-
cult time.” He said the township was
“beginning to see the flattening” of
the virus infection curve, and added
that, “as we can safely bring back
normalcy, we will do that” while fol-
lowing recently-issued state guide-
lines for restarting business and other
activities.

He also saluted local groups and
organizations for their efforts. “The
generosity we’re seeing, the caring
we’re seeing,” the mayor said, “is
really uplifting.” He said the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club
has been given the task of coordinat-
ing virus-related matters and activi-
ties and providing up-to-date infor-
mation to the two towns. Information
can be viewed at fsprotary.org/
coronavirus.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Tax Freeze

resident feedback on what qualities
or traits officials are looking for in
their next Fanwood policeman or
policewoman, stated Councilman
Carter.

“Community policing is our fo-
cus,” Mr. Carter said.

Community policing is a concept
where residents interact with police
officers positively through frequent
interactions which are positive in na-
ture, stated Mr. Carter. Community
policing places a new officer into the
Fanwood community who will fit well
with the community and will become
well-acquainted with the residents he
or she is serving, stated Councilman
Carter.

“The Clinton Administration was
in office” the last time Fanwood hired
a new officer, noted Councilman
Carter. Fanwood will realize more
officers retiring in the upcoming years,
he said.
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Bill to Secure Employment
Protections for Responders
Approved 79-0 by Assembly

Bill Would Expedite
Reactivitation of

Retired Health Workers

Election Board Reminds
Voters of Date Changes

Kean Campaign Raises
$500,000 In First Quarter

COUNTY — In an effort to ensure
the Union County electorate is
informed and the election process is
transparent, the Union County Board
of Elections is reminding voters of
recent changes to the 2020
Presidential Primary Election
calendar effectuated by Governor Phil
Murphy’s Executive Order 120.

The Presidential Primary Election
will take place on Tuesday, July 7. The
deadline for a change of party affiliation
is Wednesday, May 13. The deadline
to register to vote in the Primary
Election is Tuesday, June 16, according
to a Union County press release.

The entire Primary Election
calendar can be found on the Election
Board’s website at ucnj.org/ucboe.
Residents are advised to mail their
forms as soon as possible to ensure
delivery via the U.S. Postal Service.

“I encourage Union County

residents to use our website as a tool
to stay informed on election changes,
download forms and review legal
advertisements relative to the 2020
Primary Election,” said Nicole
DiRado, Union County Board of
Elections administrator. “The
Election Board will continue to advise
residents on any further updates as
we work together with Governor
Murphy to ensure the integrity of our
elections while protecting the health
and safety of the public.”

Election Board staff is working
remotely during the COVID-19 public
health crisis, and is continuing to
return calls, answer emails, and
process forms.

To contact the Board of Elections
visit ucnj.org/ucboe or call and leave
a message at (908) 527-4123 or
(908) 527-4121, or email
ucboe@ucnj.org.

WESTFIELD — The Tom Kean
for Congress campaign announced
that they have raised over $500,000
in the first quarter of 2020 and hold
over $1.1-million cash on hand,
according to a campaign press release.

 “These are difficult times and our
supporters are sacrificing to make
sure this campaign has the resources
we need to be successful in
November,” Senator Kean said. “Now
more than ever, we need leaders that
will work together on economic
recovery, increase the quality of our
healthcare and keep our nation safe
and secure. I am so thankful to the
friends and neighbors who believe in
my candidacy and our mission to
return our local New Jersey values to
Washington.”

Kean for Congress Campaign
Manager Theresa Winegar added,
“The support Senator Kean is
receiving from within NJ-7 is

overwhelming. Eighty-five percent of
our donors are from New Jersey and
56 percent of our donors are small
dollar contributors. It is clear that
Senator Kean is the best candidate to
represent this district in Washington
and this campaign is very well
positioned to run an effective
campaign down the home stretch.”

Mr. Kean is Senate Republican
minority leader. His campaign for
Congress has been rated a “toss up” by
Politico. He has been endorsed by
former House Speaker Newt Gingrich,
current House Republican Leader
Kevin McCarthy and hundreds of local
New Jersey elected and party officials,
according to the release. Last year, the
National Republican Congressional
Committee released the results of a
survey that showed Mr. Kean leading
the freshman incumbent Congressman
Tom Malinowski, a Democrat, by two
points.

TRENTON — With a growing
number of residents needing treatment
at New Jersey hospitals for COVID-
19, Assembly Democrats, including
James Kennedy (D-22nd, Rahway),
have sponsored legislation to expedite
the reactivation of retired and inactive
medical professionals’ occupational
licenses. The amended bill passed the
full Assembly on April 13, 79-0, and
will now return to the governor on
concurrence with his
recommendations.

This legislation, A-3901, is
complementary to another bill, A-
3862, recently signed into law that
expedites the licensure of medical
professionals from other states
coming to New Jersey to assist with
the current health emergency. Both
measures are in response to an
increased need for health care
professionals to help deal with the
influx of patients with COVID-19.

Upon passage of the bill, the
sponsors released the following joint

statement:
“We know the number of residents

in our hospitals with COVID-19 is in
the thousands. Although we are doing
everything we can to spread out the
amount of COVID-19 cases over a
longer period of time to prevent the
healthcare system from becoming
further overwhelmed, many hospitals
still need additional staff members
to help deal with the large number of
patients they treat each day.

“By waiving the usual
requirements to re-license a retired
or inactive medical provider, we can
get these experienced professionals
back in the field a lot sooner to help
deal with this crisis. Our healthcare
providers are working hard every
day to save the lives of New Jersey
residents during this trying time. We
are waging a war against the
coronavirus, which means our state
must be able to provide
reinforcements to the people on the
frontlines of this fight.”

TRENTON — To ensure
emergency medical responders –
paid or volunteer members of first
aid, rescue and ambulance squads –
can serve during a state of emergency
without risking their primary
employment, the full Assembly
passed a bill 79-0-0 on April 13 that
would provide certain protections.

Under the bill, A-3924, employers
would be prohibited from
terminating, dismissing, or
suspending an employee not
reporting to work because they are
actively engaged in paid or volunteer
emergency medical services related
to a state of emergency such as New
Jersey is currently experiencing due
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

 “Emergency responders are an
integral part of New Jersey’s front-
line response to coronavirus. By
safeguarding the employment of
those willing and able to step forward
and serve, we ensure we are
deploying all trained and qualified
personnel without limitation.
Bringing all our resources to bear in
this way helps us protect both lives
and livelihoods,” said Assemblyman
James Kennedy, the bill’s sponsor, a
Democrat whose 22nd District
includes Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Employment protections provided
under the bill are contingent upon
notice being given to an employer
one hour before the start of a scheduled
shift. Upon return from an incident,
the employer would also need to
receive a copy of the incident report
and a certification of necessity from
the incident commander or officer in
charge, according to a New Jersey
Assembly Democrats press release.

The bill would also prohibit a law
enforcement agency or fire

department to limit the ability of a
first responder to serve as an
emergency medical responder during
state emergencies.

STILL COMPETING...Westfield’s debate team is still competing amid the
COVID crisis. Parents and students in grades 7 to 11 at Edison and Roosevelt
Intermediate Schools and Westfield High School are invited to attend an online
information session on Tuesday, April 28. There will be a mini demonstration
debate from  6:30 to 7 p.m. followed by an information session at 7 p.m. Practice
schedules, time commitments and pre-requisites will be reviewed. Both parents
and students are encouraged to attend. A first pre-team opportunity will be
offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays  from May 7 to June 11. Please RSVP for the
information session at https://forms.gle/mLFkzBrxV2iNo6tL7 to receive a meet-
ing code. The Westfield Debate Team is a partnership among the Westfield PTC
Gifted Education Committee, Westfield Public Schools and the Westfield Area Y.
For more information please email westfielddebateteam@gmail.com.

Coleman Urges Expanded
List of Essential Workers

EWING, NJ — In a letter sent April
8 to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-
Calif.) and Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy (R- Calif.), Congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-
12th, Trenton) has insisted that fur-
ther COVID-19 relief packages ex-
pand the definition of essential work-
ers to include warehouse, sanitation,
transportation, nursing home, and
other workers outside of the medical
setting whose labor keeps the country
running. The letter further enumer-
ates specific protections that should
be offered to these workers.

“Our collective lived experiences
during this crisis demonstrates that
the sacrifices of these individuals,
often working invisible jobs, have
helped to save lives, frequently cost-
ing their own,” wrote Congresswoman
Watson Coleman. “Given the ulti-
mate sacrifice that so many of these
hard-working individuals have paid
it is critical that we address workers’
rights and worker protections in the

next relief package.”
According to a press release from

the Congresswoman, the letter lists
proposals that Congresswoman
Watson Coleman believes should be
included in future COVID-19 related
legislation including, elevated “haz-
ard pay,” health and safety standards
for the facilities in which these indi-
viduals work that is in line with Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) guidelines, paid leave
while exposed employees self-iso-
late, and protections for
whistleblowers who bring awareness
to breakdowns in protections.

“In New Jersey, employees at nu-
merous distribution warehouses as well
as non-medical employees at hospi-
tals and other essential workplaces
have been left exposed without legal
safeguards, protective equipment, and
the ability to follow isolation guid-
ance, leading to calls for safer working
conditions as well as elevated com-
pensation,” according to the release.

Senate GOP Says Fed Aid
Should Be Used to Restart

New Jersey Economy
STATE — The leadership team of

the New Jersey Senate Republican
caucus has called for billions in fed-
eral aid to be dedicated to restarting
the Garden State’s economy and get-
ting people back to work and school
quickly and in the safest manner pos-
sible once stay-at-home and other
executive orders are lifted.

“The Senate Republican caucus is
dedicated to helping New Jersey get
through and past the COVID-19 crisis as
quickly and safely as possible, and we’re
focused on promoting a sustainable eco-
nomic recovery for families and busi-
nesses that have suffered tremendously,”
Senate Republican Minority Leader Tom
Kean Jr. (R-21, Westfield) said. “We
believe it’s critical that the billions in
federal assistance that New Jersey is set
to receive be dedicated to restarting New
Jersey in a thoughtful and strategic man-
ner that maximizes the value of every
dollar spent.”

The federal CARES Act provides
more than $7 billion of funds to New
Jersey, its various agencies, and local
governments. While much of that
funding is dedicated to specific agen-
cies or purposes, such as NJ Transit
and education, the state will receive a
$3.4-billion block grant to support
expenditures related to COVID-19
response and recovery.

“While there are limitations in how
the federal block grant funds can be
employed, the state has a lot of discre-

tion in how to prioritize funding for the
many competing needs across New
Jersey,” Senate Republican Budget
Officer Steven Oroho (R-24th, Sparta)
said. “Since the federal aid we are
receiving is limited, we must focus our
efforts to get the biggest bang for the
buck. We believe jump-starting the
New Jersey economy while taking pre-
cautions to prevent future shutdowns
should be our number one priority.”

Senate Republicans called for the
state’s expenditure of block grant fund-
ing to focus on the following priorities:

1. Funding for business and non-
profit recovery;

2. Funding to retain essential local
government services and increase ser-
vices directly related to COVID-19;

3. Extra funding for businesses and
non-profits to safely reopen; and

4. Funding for the state, schools,
and local governments for COVID-
19 detection and tracing.

“Our goal is to get New Jerseyans
back to school, work, and some sense
of normalcy as soon as possible, while
protecting people through well-funded
disease prevention, surveillance, and
response efforts,” Senate Republican
Deputy Leader Robert Singer (R-30th,
Lakewood) said. “It’s the combination
of these efforts that are necessary for
New Jersey’s recovery to take off in a
safe and sustainable manner.”

“Significant funding for businesses
and non-profits in the from of grants
should be provided though existing
programs operated by the New Jersey
Economic Development Authority
(NJEDA) that have run out of money,”
according to the Senate Republicans
press release. “Small businesses are
the largest employer of New
Jerseyans, while the demands on non-
profits that supply critical services to
vulnerable populations across the state
have grown due to the crisis. Funding
also should be used to expand eligi-
bility for grants and the amounts they
can be awarded.”

Senate Republicans noted the impor-
tance of providing funding to counties
and municipalities to help preserve es-
sential programs during COVID-19
crisis. “Without new funding, existing
critical services that ensure public health
and safety will suffer, and additional
staff resources will not be available to
open public buildings, libraries,
beaches, and parks in a safe manner,”
according to the release.

“We all agree our first priority is
the health and safety of our families.
At the same time, we have to balance
those concerns with the reality our
families and seniors are struggling to
make ends meet, so we need to ensure
our local families will have jobs to
return to once this pandemic passes
and we help our local towns provide
necessary services while holding the
line on property taxes,” Senator  Chris
Brown (R-2nd, Linwood) said.

Police Charge Teens In
Theft of Motor Vehicle

Bill Supporting Health
Professionals In COVID

Fight Becomes Law
TRENTON — Senate Republican

Minority Leader Tom Kean Jr.’s (R-
21st, Westfield) and Senator Declan
O’Scanlon’s (R-13th, Holmdel)
legislation shielding healthcare
workers from malpractice claims and
paving the way for more trained first-
responders to assist with the
coronavirus crisis was signed April
14 by the governor.

The law, S-2333, grants protections
from claims alleging injury or death
against a health care worker providing
medical services in support of the
state’s response to the coronavirus
outbreak. Senate President Steve
Sweeney (D-3rd, Gloucester) also
sponsored the legislation.

“Our healthcare facilities and the
dedicated doctors and nurses who
provide critical care to patients have
stepped up to respond to this emergent
public health crisis, often without the
resources they need to do their jobs
effectively,” Sen. Kean said. “Many
of the challenges they face, including
shortages of life-saving ventilators,
are not the result of negligence but of
a massive surge in need and limited
national supply. We must recognize
that our healthcare facilities, doctors,
and nurses are doing the best they can
with what they have. They deserve

the assurance that they will not be
punished for trying to save lives under
these unbelievably difficult
circumstances.”

S-2333 also grants temporary
reinstatement of emergency medical
service personnel with recently
expired certification to contribute in
the fight against COVID-19, and
provides temporary reciprocity to
paramedics licensed in other states.

“Adequate staffing is an ongoing
concern in our hospitals and
emergency vehicles,” Senator
O’Scanlon said. “This law can bring
hundreds of qualified reinforcements
to the coronavirus front line where
they will provide essential assistance
to both patients and hospital staff.
This crisis demands all hands on deck,
and these selfless, well-trained
individuals are ready, willing and able
to join the cause.”

Under the law, healthcare facilities
and healthcare professionals are
shielded from civil and criminal
liability in connection with the
allocation of mechanical ventilators
or other medical resources provided
the facility adheres to a scarce critical
resource allocation policy that
incorporates core principles identified
by the state commissioner of health.

‘Essential Service’ Schedule
Begins on NJ Transit Buses

REGION — NJ Transit this week
announced they are adding extra trips
to certain bus routes, creating a
modified service level to support
essential travel and adding capacity
to further help social distancing on
board buses to comply with Governor
Phil Murphy’s Executive Order 125.
Travel should be limited to essential
purposes only. Customers may view
bus schedules on njtransit.com.

Executive Order 125, which
became effective  April 7, requires NJ
Transit to limit occupancy by
passengers at 50 percent of the stated
maximum vehicle capacity on all
buses, trains and light rail vehicles in
addition to the requirement for
customers and personnel onboard
vehicles to wear a face covering,
according to a NJ Transit press release.

The NJ Transit website and app
Trip Planners reflect the additional
bus service levels. Detailed
information and virtual timetables are

also available. Customers are
encouraged to visit njtransit.com daily
for guidance around bus arrivals.

All staff and customers on NJ
Transit vehicles are required to wear
face coverings, an additional measure
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) says can slow the
spread, according to the release.

“As an added precautionary
measure to protect bus operators and
customers, NJ Transit has
implemented rear-door boarding on
all bus routes where rear-boarding is
available. Seats near the bus operator
have been taken out of service to
allow for proper social distancing for
the operator. Customers are
encouraged to use the NJ Transit
mobile ticketing app or purchase
paper tickets prior to boarding to limit
cash transactions with the bus
operator. Travel should be limited to
essential personnel only,”according
to the release.

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Hidden
Meadow Drive resident reported the
theft of a 2014 Audi Q7 during the
overnight hours of April 17, accord-
ing to police.

Police said a neighbor also reported
their vehicle was entered and a key
fob to a BMW was stolen. Officers
canvassed the area and were able to
retrieve some video of the incident.

That same evening Detective Lieu-
tenant Al Sellinger, Detective Ser-
geant Stan Pearson along with de-
tectives Rob Lewis and Dave Belford
set up surveillance in the area in
anticipation of the suspects return-
ing to steal the BMW. They wit-
nessed a male and a female walk into
the area, police said. The male walked

up to the BMW at which time the
detectives attempted to conduct a
field interview and identify the sus-
pects.

The suspects fled and a foot chase
ensued. The male suspect was appre-
hended by Det. Sgt. Pearson and Det.
Lewis, police said, noting that the
female was found hiding under a ve-
hicle in the area by Det. Lt. Sellinger
and Det. Belford.

The suspects were later identified
as a 17-year-old male and 16-year-
old female from Newark. The male
suspect had the key fob belonging to
the BMW in his possession, police
said. Both suspects were transported
to headquarters, processed and turned
over to their guardians.

Law Allows Virtual
Notarized Documents
COUNTY — Union County Clerk

Joanne Rajoppi reminds notaries that
a new state law enables them to nota-
rize certain documents remotely dur-
ing the COVID-19 outbreak using
audio-visual technology, under speci-
fied conditions.

Ms. Rajoppi said the law is prima-
rily aimed at business transactions.
In-person notarization of documents
is still required for matters of family
law and other specified circumstances.

The new procedures are spelled out
in Assembly Bill A-3903, which New
Jersey Governor Phil Murphy signed
into law on April 15. Under the new
law, notaries and other authorized of-
ficers can notarize certain documents
using audio-video technology, during
the time in which the statewide public
health emergency is in effect as called
for by Executive Order 103.

The law specifies that the notary
must know the identity of the indi-
vidual requesting notarization, either
personally, through a witness, or
through two types of identification.
In addition, the notary must be able to
confirm that the document before
them is the same as the one affirmed
or assigned by the individual.

The law also requires notaries to
maintain an audio-visual recording
of the notarization.

For more information about all
County Clerk programs and services,
visit online at ucnj.org/county-clerk
or call (908) 527-4787.



A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 23, 2020 Page 3

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Get Expert Reporting

on Improtant Issues

Impacting Your Town

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
TRIBUTE TO HEALTHCARE WORKERS...All 21 Union County municipalities participated in a tribute to healthcare
workers and volunteers last Friday at Union County's COVID-19 drive-through facility at Kean University in Union. The
workers and volunteers had a clap out and cheered each other at the beginning of the work day.

County Surpasses 8,000
COVID Tests at Center

COUNTY — As of this weekend,
the Union County COVID-19 Drive-
Thru Center has surpassed 8,000 tests
to Union County residents, emergency
responders and medical personnel
from more than 180 municipalities in
New Jersey. The first responders and
medical personnel have come from
as far south as Cape May County and
as far north as Sussex County,
according to a county release.

The drive-thru is currently serving
only Union County residents, but is
also open to emergency personnel
and medical workers from outside
the county. Testing is free.

“Besides serving Union County
residents, our Union County COVID-
19 test facility has also been a great
benefit to first responders and medical
workers across the state,” Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said.
“This is a credit to the many major
public and private partners throughout
Union County we’ve marshaled in the
effort to create and run this potentially
life-saving service. We are proud that
our Union County COVID-19 center
has become one of the best run facilities
in the state, and that we are able to
share it with those in need.”

Union County residents from all 21
municipalities have received tests at
the facility, as well as first responders
and medical personnel from
throughout the state.

The testing center has been
regarded as a model around the state,
outpacing FEMA sites with the largest
volume of tests performed, highest
clinical standards and most efficient
burn rate for personal protective
equipment in New Jersey, according
to the release.

“The Kean site has been built on a
clinical model that has patients in
contact with a clinician at the front
end and back end of the testing to
ensure that individuals who need the
test are receiving it,” according to the
release.

With a positive rate of 59 percent at
the site, 10 percent higher than the
state average, data shows that the
Union County COVID-19 Center is
identifying the right individuals who

are in the Centers for Decease Control
and Prevention (CDC) defined high-
risk category, according to the release.

Public Safety Director Andrew
Moran, who is supervising the facility,
thanked the efforts of the medical
workers, volunteers, staff and the
Army New Jersey National Guard.

“Without their efforts, the drive-
through would not be possible,” Mr.
Moran said. “We have worked
collaboratively to create a system that
maximizes the efficient use of hard-
to-find resources, and one that treats
our patients efficiently and with
compassion.”

About 48 percent of the patients
are coming into the testing site through
a physician which allows the county
health office to follow up with doctors
with results. This allows a greater
continuity of care with those that have
tested positive and may be
experiencing symptoms.

The test center has expanded its
operations since opening several
weeks ago, and has been open
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
It is available to county residents
who are experiencing COVID-19
symptoms. First responders and
front-line health workers who are
experiencing symptoms can also
contact the center, regardless of their
place of residence.

Union County residents with
COVID-19 symptoms who wish to
be tested should call (908) 214-7107.
First responders and front-line health
workers may also call (908) 373-
5105. For the safety, health and
security of the volunteers at the site,
the testing location does not allow
patients without vehicles to enter the
campus.

The drive-through facility is being
run by the county through a
partnership with the Overlook
Medical Center (Atlantic Health
System) in Summit, the Trinitas
Regional Medical Center in Elizabeth,
and Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital (RWJ Barnabas Health) in
Rahway.

Online Training
for Firefighters
Now Available

TRENTON — In response to
Governor Phil Murphy’s declared
state of emergency and temporary
closure of academies and colleges
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs (DCA), Division
of Fire Safety (DFS) has redesigned
their training programs to allow
firefighters to continue their studies
online.

“These unprecedented times call
for creative solutions that allow us to
continue our mission to protect and
serve the people of New Jersey while
ensuring public safety,” said
Lieutenant Governor Sheila Y. Oliver,
who serves as DCA Commissioner. “I
commend the Division and Fire
Marshal Richard Mikutsky for their
swift response by adapting their
curriculum in these challenging
times.”

The Division began working with
Jones and Bartlett Learning (J&B)
last month to retool their current
Firefighter I, Firefighter II, Hazmat
Awareness and Operations training/
credentialing programs. J&B
effectively attached the Division’s
existing training programs to their
interactive lecture premium edition.
This new training system component
permits students to participate in an
organized interactive lecture series,
according to the DCA press release.

“Keeping firefighters and
communities safe in these difficult
times has presented some new
challenges for the Division in
providing fire safety instruction,” DFS
Director and State Fire Marshal
Richard Mikutsky said. “The online
training solutions we’ve designed will
help us continue operations and the
accreditation process remotely to
ensure that firefighters remain
prepared and ready to serve.”

Cognitive skills achievement can
be assessed and verified for each
student and will be accepted to meet
ProBoard and International Fire
Safety Accreditation Congress
(IFSAC) requirements.

The training webinars were first
made available to the Tier-1
academies and career fire
departments. This interactive lecture
series will meet the division’s
cognitive requirements for
credentialing. Fire instructors will
monitor and validate each student’s
progress and achievements to grasp
the material. Thus far, the division
has trained approximately 60 fire
service instructors over the past two
weeks, according to the release.

The Division of Fire Safety serves
as the central fire service agency in
the state. The division is responsible
for developing and enforcing the State
Uniform Fire Code, engaging the
public on community risk reduction
strategies, assisting in fire department
preparedness, and conducting
firefighter training programs.

For more information about DCA,
visit https://nj.gov/dca/ or follow the
department on social media.

Scotch Plains to Hold
Virtual Town Hall Today

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Township of Scotch Plains will be
joining municipalities across New
Jersey in celebrating New Jersey
Local Government Week 2020
sponsored by the New Jersey League
of Municipalities. In light of the
COVID-19 pandemic, Scotch Plains
and other municipalities will be
conducting this year’s Local
Government Week activities virtually.

Today, April 23, at 4 p.m. the
township will host a virtual town hall
live on the township’s Facebook page
(facebook.com/ScotchPlainsTwp/)
with Mayor Al Smith and Deputy
Mayor Josh Losardo.

During the event, Mayor Smith
and Deputy Mayor Losardo will
provide an update on issues such as
township efforts during the COVID-
19 pandemic, state executive orders
and legislation impacting residents
and businesses, the 2020 municipal
budget, spring cleanup, recreation,
downtown redevelopment,
affordable housing, and the 2020
Census. They will also answer
questions submitted by residents on
these topics.

To submit a question for the virtual
town hall related to the COVID-19

pandemic, state executive orders and
legislation, the 2020 municipal
budget, spring cleanup, recreation,
and other general questions about the
township, please email Deputy
Manager Margaret Heisey at
mheisey@scotchplainsnj.com.

To submit a question related to
downtown redevelopment, affordable
housing, or the 2020 Census, please
email Tom Strowe, project
coordinator for redevelopment at
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com.

Questions must be submitted by
Monday, April 20 at 4 pm. Please
note that the mayor and deputy mayor
will not be able to answer every
question during the virtual town hall.

“Local government is the
government closest to the people, and
the one with the most direct daily
impact on its residents. It’s important
that residents understand how their
local government operates, the
services it provides, and the
importance of their active
involvement,” according to a press
release submitted by the township.

Please check
www.scotchplainsnj.gov for any
updates on New Jersey Local
Government Week activities.

Cranford Hist. Soc. Seeks
Local Input on COVID

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Historical Society is asking all
members of the community to help
document life in Cranford during the
current coronavirus pandemic to
serve as a resource for future
generations.

The Historical Society is seeking
input from the mayor and township
committee, police, firefighters and
First Aid EMTs, store owners and
employees, doctors, nurses, postal
workers, Department of Public
Works personnel, members of local
education and religious
communities and civic groups, and
anyone else who has a role in the
community.

“During these challenging times
we are going through with the
coronavirus, we are going through
it together. This virus will be a
thing of the past, leaving this
fantastic town even a stronger
community. We would like to ask
you to please help us document life
in Cranford during the pandemic
of 2020.

Future generations will want to
know what daily life was like, how
our lives changed, how we coped
with the challenges we faced, how
we celebrated recent holiday events
with and without family during this
time and what you plan to do after
this pandemic is long gone,” the
Cranford Historical Society
explained in a release regarding the
project.

“We all have a story to tell, so
please share it with us. Your story,
along with any photos and any artifacts

you may have during this time, will be
appreciated and saved in our Archives
and used to tell Cranford’s response
to the pandemic of 2020.”

Those wishing to contribute may
contact the Cranford Historical
Society by email at
cranfordhistoricalsociety@verizon.net
or through its mailing address at:
Cranford Historical Society, 38
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, N.J.
07016.

Anyone interested in becoming a
member of the Cranford Historical
Society is invited to visit the
organization’s website,
cranfordhistoricalsociety.org, for a
membership form. The Historical
Society’s new website will be
coming soon with more information
about preserving the history of
Cranford. The Family Law Department of

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

House Democrats Seek Additional
Aid Based on Total COVID Cases

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WASHINGTON, D.C. — New Jer-
sey House Democrats discussed sev-
eral pieces of legislation Thursday
aimed at helping states like New Jer-
sey address the financial crisis caused
by declining revenues, as well as small
businesses and hospital funding.

All 10 Democrats of the state’s 12-
member delegation took part in a 75-
minute conference call with reporters.

Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-Trenton), whose 12th
Congressional District includes Scotch
Plains and Fanwood, said the proposed
House $500-billion interim emergency
coronavirus bill includes $150 billion
for state and local governments, $250
billion for small businesses, and $100
billion for hospitals.

She said a group of Democratic and
Republican lawmakers is seeking a
separate $40-billion fund to help states
with the highest COVID infection rates.
Members want funding to be distrib-
uted based on a state’s population as
well as the number of coronavirus cases.

Congresswoman Watson Coleman
said the $3.4 billion allocated to New
Jersey in direct state aid from the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, And Eco-
nomic Security (CARES) Act, “will
leave us with not enough for counties
and not enough for all the cities.” She
said that as part of the $2.2-trillion
CARES Act, New Jersey was given a
funding rate of $390 per COVID-19
patient, while a smaller population
state received $2,100 per patient.

Governor Phil Murphy is said to be
looking into bonding $9 billion from
the U.S. Federal Reserve in a first-
ever move into the municipal-bond
market, according to a bloomberg.com
report. In response, Congresswoman
Watson Coleman said she was hope-
ful that the $40 billion will be forth-
coming from the federal government
and that the state will not have to bond
to cover revenue shortfalls. However,
she said the delegation “would defi-
nitely support” that route if legislation
is not approved.

She also favors lowering the current
500-employee maximum allowed for
companies applying for the Small
Business Administration (SBA) admin-
istered Payroll Protection Program
(PPP) in the next round of grants. The
program ran out of money last week.

Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-

7th, Somerville), whose district in-
cludes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood and Cranford, said once the
nation is out of the immediate health
crisis it is important to begin to stimulate
the economy. In that regard, he said a
centerpiece of a recovery bill should
include a “major investment in our
country’s and our state’s infrastructure.”

He said early this year House Demo-
crats released a plan to spend $760 bil-
lion “to fix our roads, our highways, our
bridges” as well as “big investments” in
rail and air transportation, seaports,
wastewater systems and broadbrand in-
vestments. He said the Democrats’ plan
would “move away” from the nation’s
dependence on fossil fuels by promot-
ing electrical vehicles and modernizing
the nation’s electrical grid.

“Obviously, this would be incredibly
beneficial to New Jersey,” he said, not-
ing that President Donald Trump has
indicated that he wants infrastructure
to be part of any recovery effort, and
saying that the President “wants to
spend even more, which we would
welcome.”

Noting that New Jersey might be at
the top of its COVID-19 curve, Con-
gresswoman Mikie Sherrill (D-11th,
Parsippany) said, “we’ve really got to
start to think about what comes next.”

Congresswoman Sherrill said she is
concerned about long-term care fa-
cilities as well as group homes, noting
that she was working on federal legis-
lation to provide funding to nursing
homes, assisted-living facilities and
group homes so they can purchase
personal protective equipment and
train and hire more employees while
also providing “some hazard pay” for
workers.

Congresswoman Sherrill is looking
at the signs New Jersey needs to re-
open, such as a “short turnaround” test
for COVID, “so we can know if we
have another potential outbreak and
stop that in its tracks,” she said. In
addition, research on antibodies and
on who might be immune to COVID
also will be important in moving for-
ward, she said.

In response to a question from a
reporter on the impact the reopening
of states could have in New Jersey,
Congressman Frank Pallone (D-6th,
Long Branch) said he thought it was
“a mistake for him (President Trump)
to suggest that any states reopen at this
point.” Several states reopened

beaches earlier this week.
“He is much too quick in trying to say

we are going to reopen and (that) things
are getting better,” Mr. Pallone said. He
noted that every state operates differ-
ently. “I think we need a national effort
here,” he remarked, saying that medi-
cal supplies were no longer being col-
lected for the national supply chain.

The delegation also is pushing to end the
cap on the state and local tax deduction,
known as SALT, to help New Jerseyans.

Freeholders Announce Zero
Percent County Tax Hike

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholder Board is set to introduce the
2020 budget with a zero percent tax
increase at its regular Freeholder meet-
ing tonight that will be broadcast on the
county’s website, beginning at 5 p.m.

“The 2020 budget will maintain all
essential services, with no layoffs. It
continues the county’s trend of fiscally-
responsible budgets, and maintains the
county’s bond rating, which is the high-
est attainable,” according to a county
press release issued last Saturday.

Numbers on total spending and
the amount to be raised in taxes were
not reported in the release. The ex-
ecutive budget released by County
Manager Ed Oatman in February
was $508.7 million with $374.3 mil-
lion to be raised in taxes. Last year’s
budget increased taxes 1.75 percent
countywide, according to the 2019
county budget message.

“Knowing the impact the COVID-
19 epidemic is having on our resi-
dents and business owners, I  in-
structed Fiscal (Committee) Chair-
man (Sergio) Granados and our

County Manager to tighten the bud-
get as much as possible and deliver a
zero percent tax increase,” Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said.
“This was not an easy task given the
pressures that all governing agencies
are under, but it was absolutely nec-
essary.”

“We know our residents and busi-
nesses have been hurt by the COVID-
19 pandemic, and we are announcing
a zero percent increase in Union
County’s 2020 budget,” Freeholder
Granados stated in the release. “We
worked hard to find a middle ground
that allowed us to fund the response,
avoid layoffs and hold the bottom line.”

“The COVID-19 pandemic has cre-
ated a Catch-22 situation for our resi-
dents and all governing agencies. Un-
employment has surged, revenue
sources have been greatly diminished,
while funding is needed to respond to
the pandemic and assist our residents
and business owners,” Freeholder
Granados said. “Through our collabo-
rative efforts, we’ve been able to
achieve our goals.”

Board of Health
Meeting Cancelled

FANWOOD — The regular meet-
ing of the Fanwood Board of Health,
which was scheduled to be held at 7
p.m. on Thursday, May 7, has been
cancelled.

There are no meetings sched-
uled for June or July. The next
meeting is scheduled for Thursday,
August 6.

Meetings are held on the first Thurs-
day of the above months at the Patricia
M. Kuran Cultural Arts Center, AKA
Carriage House, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Thirling – The act of boring, drill-

ing, etc.
2. Tursio – A large dolphin of the

North Atlantic having few teeth
3. Ouzel – The European blackbird
4. Titubate – To stumble or stagger

DEFECATE
1. To lower in volume; to mute
2. To purify or remove impurities
3. To fall away or decline
4. To fade or erode

STINGO
1. A stem, stalk or support
2. Limit; restraint
3. Strong beer or ale
4. In mining, an inclined trough for

washing ore
LUGUBRIOUS

1. Playful; sportive
2. Muddy, turbid, thick
3. Pertaining to a freak of nature; a

monstrosity
4. Excessive grief; very sad

INSTAURATION
1. Blowing or breathing into or on
2. To stud or adorn with stars
3. Brief exposure to radiation
4. Renewal or restoration

Closing Parks a
Step Too Far

Lockdown steps taken by state and
local officials are being widely fol-
lowed by the community. We all un-
derstand the need for them. However,
the governor's decision to close state
and county parks and forests, fol-
lowed by Mayor Brindle's closure of
Westfield parks, is a step too far.
People need the opportunity to walk
in green, open spaces. The apparent
failure of a few to respect social dis-
tancing isn't sufficient reason to im-
pose ever more draconian constraints
on everyone. The imposition of un-
reasonable restrictions will weaken
support for, and compliance with, the
sensible ones. New York City's parks,
including Central Park, remain open.
NJ's closure of green spaces is wrong.

Simon Lack
Westfield

Greater Westfield Area Chamber
Postpones Garwood Rocks Event

We hope this message finds every-
one well in these stressful times.

Due to ongoing health and safety
concerns related to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Garwood Rocks June
2020 street fair will be postponed.
We understand Garwood Rocks has
become a part of the fabric of our
community and appreciate all the
support we have received over the
last seven years.  Thank you to the
community, our sponsors and our
partners which have made Garwood
Rocks such a successful event and
positive reflection on our small town
with a big heart!

We ask everyone to consider there
are many challenges ahead; not the
least of which is being able to keep
the community, our visitors, our ven-
dors and our partners safe during an
event, which puts 10,000 people
shoulder to shoulder on Center Street.

There are also economic consider-
ations, from the ability of sponsors,
vendors and the borough to finan-
cially support an event at the scale of
Garwood Rocks to the ability of our
visitors to “shop” when many have
been impacted with the loss of hours,
jobs or even lives during this pan-
demic.

It is with all this in mind, in con-
sultation with Mayor Sara Todisco,
borough officials and our produc-
tion company, we jointly decided to
reschedule the June 7th date.  We do
not currently have a firm date, but
we are looking towards late Septem-
ber - early October.  We will remain
in contact with our production com-
pany, our partners, the borough and
our sponsors as we begin prelimi-
nary planning and will not move
forward with Garwood Rocks unless
and until it can be done safely.

We would like to thank our loyal
annual sponsors; as well as our in-
dispensable partners “Hot Rod”
Mike of NJ Cruise News, the Bor-
ough of Garwood and This Is It!
Productions.  We remain hopeful
that Garwood will ROCK again this
year, but know that Garwood will
always rock every single day be-
cause we are a small town, BIG
ROCK kind of place!

Carol Kearney
Vice-Chair and Event Director,

GWACC
Gene Janotti

Executive Director, GWACC

Westfield Town Budget In Poor
Condition Says Resident

While these circumstances are
dreadful, not everything about fol-
lowing the President’s Coronavirus
Guidelines for America has been
terrible.  Many people have wel-
comed the slower pace of working
and schooling from home.  Some of
us who typically would commute to
work each day are finding the bless-
ing in having breakfast, lunch and
dinner with our families and in ac-
quainting ourselves with distant
learning every day.  Personally, I
have taken up walking with Liberty
through our neighborhoods for ex-
ercise. This activity has brought me
the joy of making new friends with
just a wave, a distant smile, or some
eye contact, assuring each other we
are all in this together during these
most extraordinary times.

By definition, extraordinary goes
beyond what is ordinary, yet would
not exist without eclipsing the ordi-
nary condition. Sadly, the ordinary
condition of this year’s budget for
the Town of Westfield is, putting it
politely, in poor condition.  Since
announcing her Bold Action Plan
for a Bright New Future, taxpayers
following the money will not need
to sift through the context or ex-
cuses Mayor Brindle has been mak-
ing, which “understandably has re-
sulted in a revenue shortfall.”  Those
paying attention already know there
will “be a tax adjustment for resi-
dents” and that department budgets
will need to be reduced.

On January 30, 2020, “the
Westfield Town Council Finance
Policy Committee reviewed the per-
formance of the 2019 budget, pro-
vided an overview of the 2020 bud-
get process, and solicited input from
residents prior to this year’s budget
formation.”  On page 14 of the ac-
companying document, figures for
the historical surplus from the pre-
vious decade has been published.
This page clearly shows the annual
bottom-line result for an
administration’s effort to manage
the town’s budget.

Examining each column of page
14, one could plainly see the town’s
finances were mightily challenged
through the years of the Great Re-
cession. After gaining a foothold in
2012, then managing the headwinds
from Super Storm Sandy, the
Skibitsky Administration began fol-
lowing a policy of surplus building.
This “very conservative approach
to budgeting yielded a positive AAA
bond rating and sizeable surplus,
ensuring there was adequate fund-
ing to support the basic needs” of
the town for the years when our

economy would again be mightily
challenged.

At the beginning of 2018, outgo-
ing Mayor Andrew Skibitsky left
incoming Mayor Shelley Brindle
and her new administration with
$14,510,517 in the town’s surplus
account.  Behind the context and
excuses put forward by the Brindle
Administration are economic poli-
cies that have resulted in less rev-
enue to meet higher expenses. Fairly
estimating the ordinary condition
for this year’s budget, and two-year
record of this administration’s ap-
proach to budgeting; using only page
14 as reference, pen and paper, and
BEFORE dealing with the short-
fall in revenue created by the ex-
traordinary economics of the cur-
rent crises, anyone could see the
Brindle Administration would be
leaving Westfield with $7.5 to $7.75
million remaining in the surplus ac-
count.

In full context, after two years,
while benefiting from extraordinar-
ily positive national economic per-
formance, the Brindle Administra-
tion has wasted these good times
promoting their policies of cer-
emony and celebration which has
suffocated our revenue opportuni-
ties, and “will force Westfield to
make some hard budget decisions
this year.”  Our decisions become
only more costly now as the latest
extraordinary challenge to our
economy is considered.

The public does not need Mayor
Brindle to decide what is and what
is not proper context, particularly
when taxpayer money and the town’s
budget is the topic of discussion.
We only need the latest bottomline
item on page 14 to decide for our-
selves.

In the spirit of gratitude, and be-
cause not all money is the concern
of the taxpayer, I would like to fin-
ish by thanking Shelley Brindle for
her contribution (and those contri-
butions from many) in her recently
helping raise several hundred thou-
sand dollars for some of those in
Westfield struggling through this
crisis.  That is big money and will
go a long way in helping our down-
town community.  Many people have
been suffering through these days
of social distance.  Mrs. Brindle’s
philanthropic efforts are admirable,
inspiring, and demonstrate as citi-
zens, we are all in this together
during these most extraordinary
times.

Edward T. Stellingwerf
Westfield

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT
AWARD AMENDMENT

The Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford has authorized the amend-
ment of a contract award with Nassau
Capital Advisors, LLC, to provide Finan-
cial Planning Services to assist with the
preparation of an amended master plan
housing plan element and fair share plan.

Such amended contract and Resolution
No. 2020-189 are available for public in-
spection at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

Awarded to: Nassau Capital Advisors,
LLC, 12 Vandeventer Avenue, Princeton,
New Jersey 08542

Service: Financial Planning Services to
Assist with the Preparation of an Amended
Master Plan Housing Plan Element and
Fair Share Plan

Additional Fee: Not to Exceed
$10,000.00

Amended Contract Award: Not to Ex-
ceed $20,000.00

Date: April 14, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on April 13, 2020, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on March 9, 2020.

Paul Nicholson, 2165 Bayberry Lane.
Applicant sought approval to retain an
existing shed and construct a garage con-
trary to Section 13.02A and 13.02B of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a garage in
the street side yard where the Ordinance
allows a garage in the rear yard only; to
allow an existing shed in the street side
yard where the Ordinance allows a shed in
the rear yard only.  Application approved
with conditions.

Mark & Susan Doherty, 1140
Wychwood Road. Applicants sought ap-
proval to construct an addition contrary to
Section 11.06E6, 12.04F1, 11.06E14,
11.06E7 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a rear yard setback of 31 feet where
the Ordinance requires a minimum rear
yard setback of 35 feet; to allow a building
coverage of 21.5% where the Ordinance
allows a maximum building coverage of
20%; to allow a side yard setback of 8.50
feet where the Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard setback (left) of 12.5 feet; to
allow an existing one car garage where the
Ordinance requires a minimum 2 car ga-
rage. Application approved with conditions.

Linda Jacus
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $32.64

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Reopen New Jersey Parks

Online Learning is Not a Panacea,
NJ’s Reopening Plan Must Involve School

As the stay-at-home orders continue here in New
Jersey and throughout most of the nation, one has to
wonder when some of these restrictions will be re-
laxed. While social distancing and mask wearing will
surely stay in place for the forseeable future, other
areas of Governor Phil Murphy executive orders
should be relaxed.

Among the restrictions is his requirement that all
state and county parks be closed. In our view, this was
a knee-jerk reaction that should not have been directed
statewide. In our view, decisions on which parks to
close, especially local and county parks, should be
done on a case by case basis. If there are significant
instances of people congregating in a particular park
then, by all means, have the park closed. For instance,
the narrow pathways of through Nomahegan Park in
Cranford can make social distancing nearly impos-
sible. But what about Warinanco Park or Oak Ridge
where paths are wide open? Is there information that
shows a large number of people are gathering in these
parks?

Local towns also closed their parks including
Westfield and Scotch Plains. Was there evidence to
support closing Tamaques Park in Westfield or
Brookside and Farley Parks in Scotch Plains?

In our view there should not be a “one size fits” all

for closing our parks. During New York Governor
Andrew Cuomo’s daily COVID-19 press conference
on Sunday it was noted that New York and Connecticut
state parks are still open for passive recreational use
only. New Jersey should do the same.

New Jersey and its two neighboring states on Satur-
day announced that they were reopening marinas and
boatyards for personal use. We should further relax
restrictions to allow for walking, running and biking,
all which can be done instituting social distancing
guidelines. If social distancing and mask wearing is
successful mitigation in grocery stores and liquor
stores, then surely it can be just as successful in open
recreational areas.

Also, this summer we believe local pools, like the
Westfield Memorial Pool, Mountainside Community
Pool and Cranford’s pools, should be allowed to open
with limits placed on crowds and spacing between
chairs and limits of swimmers at all times.

If our state and local leaders opt to continue to keep
everything closed we fear that additional health issues
could result if not short-term, certainly long-term as
fresh air, exercise and relaxation is critical in these
stressful times. In addition to adults, children need
summertime activities.

Governor Murphy, it is time to reopen our parks.

Since schools closed effective March 16, students
and parents have been thrown into the world of
distance learning. Our teachers and administrators
are doing a fantastic job, having been thrust into this
situation with little notice. Teachers are tirelessly
working to keep students on pace, many doing it as
they assist their own children at home.

As with all change, some will take to it easily and
others will struggle. The online learning environ-
ment is not for everyone, and certainly not every
child. But it is especially difficult for younger chil-
dren and children with special needs.

The New Jersey State constitution guarantees a
“thorough and efficient” education of the state’s
children. No matter how well students and teachers
take to online learning, two hours of school work at
home each day is neither thorough nor efficient.

Some of our youngest learners need their teacher’s
guiding hand to bring them up to their peers – little
ones still reversing letters and numbers, the ones
struggling to learn to read, the kids who have trouble
with fractions, the kids who will never sit still for a
parent the way they will for a teacher.

Yes, there’s a classification for everything now,
and yes, we probably label kids too often and some-
times too quickly. However, with these classifica-
tions come services and help. Whether it’s speech
delays, sensory processing, dyslexia, Attention defi-
cit disorder (ADD), Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD), the big long spectrum that is
Autism, or countless other things – these kids need
the services they get both in school and privately.
Studies have shown that kids who receive these much
needed early interventions and therapies make huge
strides in learning on pace with their peers.

While schools and therapists are doing their very
best to provide education to all our children, home

learning is no match for the much needed predictabil-
ity and rigors of a regular school day. They need their
teachers, aides and professionals who are trained to
help them.

While some therapies can be replicated virtually –
occupational therapy and social skills groups, among
others, can’t be for children.

For many of these families the transition to home
isolation has been incredibly hard. To be everything
to your child who needs more, AND be everything to
your employer while working from home is exhaust-
ing beyond all comprehension.

While we must protect our vulnerable population
from COVID-19, if the numbers continue to decline,
Governor Phil Murphy’s path toward reopening the
state must include a plan to reopen schools and to
allow willing therapists to conduct safe in-person
services.

We implore the governor to come up with a plan that
allows students in-person instruction time, even for a
few weeks. No, we cannot completely eliminate risk,
but we can reduce it to a level low enough to match our
pre-existing tolerance for everyday illness and injuries.

One suggestion would be to hold school for a half
day, focused entirely on core curriculum of math,
language arts and STEAM — Science, Technology,
Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics. A half-day
would prohibit the need for children to be together in
a large lunch room, and allow them to be masked for
the entire abbreviated session. If school entry doors
are opened for them and classroom doors are left
open, it would minimize shared touch surfaces. There
would be no gym class, assemblies or recess; but there
would be invaluable “thorough and efficient” instruc-
tion.

To all the parents struggling with online learning
and isolation: we see you, and you are not alone.

Candidate Statement/
Letter Policy

Candidates for election are
invited and encouraged to provide
statements on issues each week
leading up to both the primary
and general  elections.

Statements should be no more
than 250 words, and should be
emailed to editor@goleader.com
by 9 a.m. on Mondays.

We ask that statements stick to
issues and not include any
personal attacks on opponents.
Such statements will be rejected
at the discretion of the editors.

No candidate endorsement
letters to the editor will be
accepted.

Advertising rates are available
at www.goleader.com/presskit
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HAVE YOU SEEN GRACIE?...Gracie, an orange tabby who is small yet
chubby with a short tail, went missing on April 9 in the area of Hillcrest Avenue
and Cornall Drive. Gracie is seven years old and does have a microchip. If found,
please call her loving owner, Christine Rossin, at (908) 380-4804 or email
cbrossin@verizon.net.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

ORDINANCE 2020-06

The bond ordinance, the summary terms of which are included herein, was introduced
and passed upon first reading at a meeting of the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, on April 14, 2020.  It will be further
considered for final passage, after public hearing thereon, at a meeting of the Township
Committee to be held at its meeting room in the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, on May 12, 2020 at 7:30 P.M.  During the week prior to and up to
and including the date of such meeting copies of the full ordinance will be available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at the Clerk’s office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same. The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE:  BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MAKING OF VARIOUS
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS AND THE ACQUISITION OF NEW ADDITIONAL
OR REPLACEMENT EQUIPMENT AND MACHINERY, NEW COMMUNI-
CATION AND SIGNAL SYSTEMS EQUIPMENT, NEW INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT AND A NEW AUTOMOTIVE VEHICLE, IN-
CLUDING ORIGINAL APPARATUS AND EQUIPMENT, IN, BY AND FOR
THE TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $5,000,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO APPROPRIATE VARIOUS GRANTS AND A CON-
TRIBUTION, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE ISSU-
ANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO PRO-
VIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN ANTICI-
PATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

The purposes, appropriations, bonds/notes authorized and grants and contri-
bution appropriated in this multipurpose bond ordinance are as follows:

SCHEDULE OF IMPROVEMENTS, PURPOSES AND AMOUNTS

A. Resurfacing or reconstruction of various Township roads, as set forth on a list
prepared or to be prepared by the Township Engineer, and placed on file or to be placed
on file with the Township Clerk, and hereby approved as if set forth herein in full.
Depending upon the contract price and other exigent circumstances, and upon approval
by the Township Committee, there may be additions to or deletions from the aforesaid list.
It is hereby determined and stated that said roads being improved are of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law (Chapter 2 of Title
40A of the New Jersey Statutes Annotated, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,930,525
State Grant Appropriated $  390,000
County Grant Appropriated $   90,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   69,075
Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,381,450
Period of Usefulness 10 years

B. Undertaking of drainage improvements at Elm Street and the vicinity thereof.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $1,885,680
Down Payment Appropriated $   89,795
Bonds and Notes Authorized $1,795,885
Period of Usefulness 40 years

C. Construction of handicapped access ramps at various locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   20,000
Federal Grant Appropriated $   20,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

D. Installation of school zone and pedestrian flashing signs at various locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  150,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    7,150
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  142,850
Period of Usefulness 10 years

E. (i) Undertaking of drainage and storm sewer improvements at various locations
and (ii) desilting of the Rahway River at various locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  100,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    4,770
Bond and Notes Authorized $   95,230
Period of Usefulness 15 years

F. Undertaking of a parking study for future parking improvements.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   50,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    2,400
Bond and Notes Authorized $   47,600
Period of Usefulness 10 years

G. Installation of archway signs at various downtown locations.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   13,500
Down Payment Appropriated $      650
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   12,850
Period of Usefulness 10 years

H. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery consist-
ing of a stump grinder/cutter for the use of the Department of Public Works (“DPW”).

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   60,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    2,860
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   57,140
Period of Usefulness 15 years

I. Acquisition of a new automotive vehicle, including original apparatus and equip-
ment, consisting of a roll-off truck for the use of the DPW.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  161,535
Down Payment Appropriated $    7,735
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  153,800
Period of Usefulness 5 years

J. Acquisition of new additional or replacement equipment and machinery consist-
ing of firearms for the use of the Police Department.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   45,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    2,250
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   42,750
Period of Usefulness 5 years

K. Installation of an electric vehicle charging station at the Cranford Crossing
Garage.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   15,000
State Grant Appropriated $    6,000
Down Payment Appropriated $      450
Bonds and Notes Authorized $    8,550
Period of Usefulness 15 years

L. Replacement of the gym flooring at the Community Center.  It is hereby
determined and stated that said public building being improved is of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   65,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    3,100
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   61,900
Period of Usefulness 15 years

M. Undertaking of various improvements to the recreation facility located at 375
Centennial Avenue (the former MHS Tennis Academy acquired by the Township).  It is
hereby determined and stated that said public building being improved is of “Class B” or
equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $  350,000
Down Payment Appropriated $   16,670
Bonds and Notes Authorized $  333,330
Period of Usefulness 15 years

N. Acquisition of new communication and signal systems equipment consisting of
radio equipment for the use of the First Aid Squad.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   43,750
Contribution Appropriated $   23,749
Down Payment Appropriated $    1,001
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   19,000
Period of Usefulness 10 years

O. Acquisition of new information technology equipment consisting of updated
technology equipment for the use of the Administration.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   40,680
Down Payment Appropriated $    1,980
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   38,700
Period of Usefulness 5 years

P. Installation of a digital kiosk on municipal property.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   30,000
Down Payment Appropriated $    1,500
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   28,500
Period of Usefulness 10 years

Q. Renovation of the plaza along the river walk at the intersection of Centennial and
South Avenues.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   13,500
Down Payment Appropriated $      650
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   12,850
Period of Usefulness 10 years

R. Acquisition of new information technology equipment consisting of upgraded
technology equipment for the use of TV-35.

Appropriation and Estimated Cost $   25,830
Down Payment Appropriated $    3,215
Bonds and Notes Authorized $   22,615
Period of Usefulness 5 years

———————————————————————————

Aggregate Appropriation and Estimated Cost $5,000,000
Aggregate Grants Appropriated $  506,000
Contribution Appropriated $   23,749
Aggregate Down Payment Appropriated $  215,251
Aggregate Amount of Bonds and Notes Authorized $4,255,000

Section 20 Costs: $926,214
Useful Life of Projects Funded by Debt: 23.01 years

This Notice is published pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

Township of Cranford
County of Union

State of New Jersey
1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $296.31

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

MEETING NOTICE

The Zoning Board of Adjustment of the
Township of Cranford in an effort to comply
with the declaration of the state of emer-
gency, recent executive orders by the gov-
ernor including recommendations and
guidance from the state Department of
Health and local governmental orders re-
garding concern over the spread of the
coronavirus, upon consent of all pending
applicants, is canceling its regularly sched-
uled meetings of April 27th 2020, May 11th
2020 and May 18th 2020. Previously, the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Town-
ship of Cranford, in an effort to comply with
the declaration of the state of emergency,
recent executive orders by the governor
including recommendations and guidance
from the state Department of Health and
local orders regarding concern over the
spread of the coronavirus upon consent of
all pending applicants canceled the regu-
larly scheduled meetings of March 23,
2020, and April 13, 2020, as well as the
special meetings of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment scheduled for March 16, 2020;
March 30, 2020; and April 6, 2020. All
pending applications, including matters that
were scheduled to make a first appear-
ance before the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment on April 27th, 2020, are rescheduled
for the meeting of the Zoning Board of
Adjustment on June 8th, 2020, which will
be the next regularly scheduled meeting of
the Zoning Board of Adjustment of the
Township of Cranford. The agenda for the
meeting of June 8th, 2020, is as follows:

1. ZBA 19-019 - 25 Sutton Place –
Ryan and Noreen Matlosz

2. ZBA 19-018 - 32 Johnson Avenue -
Giovanny & Lina Pulido

3. ZBA 19-020 - 49 South Avenue
West - NATC Donuts Inc.

4. ZBA 19-010 - New York SMSA Lim-
ited Partnership**, d/b/a Verizon Wire-
less, T-Mobil Northeast LLC, New Cingular
Wireless PCS, LLC, Union County College

**This matter is listed only to announce
that the application will be adjourned to the
regularly scheduled meeting of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment on July 13th, 2020.
The Zoning Board of Adjustment will not
take testimony or public comment on this
matter at the meeting of the Zoning Board
of Adjustment scheduled to take place on
June 8th, 2020.

All scheduled meetings of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Cranford, including workshop sessions,
are designated as meetings at which for-
mal action may be taken. The meetings of
the Zoning Board of Adjustment take place
at the Cranford Township Municipal Build-
ing, in the main Council Chamber, located
at 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey and commence with a workshop at
7:30 p.m., followed by the public meeting
at 7:45 p.m.

Daniel Aschenbach,
Board Secretary

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING

6TH FLOOR
10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA

Re: Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders Teleconference Meeting

To Whom It May Concern:

In light of the public health emergency
caused by Coronavirus, and the subse-
quent issuance of the Governor’s Execu-
tive Order 107, The Board of Chosen Free-
holders of the County of Union (the Board),
has been conducting meetings remotely
and by electronic means without providing
a physical meeting place as of the Special
Meeting of March 18, 2020. The Board of
Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union
has commenced, and will continue until
further notice, their Agenda Setting Ses-
sion at 5:00pm, followed by the Regular
Meeting to commence as soon as possible
after the Agenda Setting Session, as of
April 2, 2020.

 

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (the
“Open Public Meetings Act”) and in adher-
ence to the Department of Community
Affairs, Division of Local Government Ser-
vices (DLGS) guidelines, the Agenda Set-
ting Session and the Regular Meeting will
be open to the public by electronic means,
and as such, will conduct their meetings
through a teleconference via ZOOM
Webinar. All members of the public may
view the meeting by livestream at ucnj.org/
freeholders.  Any member of the public
wishing to participate in the teleconfer-
ence meeting, may do so by downloading
ZOOM to their individual electronic device
and select the following link: https://
ucnj.org/zoom-meeting/. Anyone wish-
ing to participate must email the Clerk of
the Board at jpellettiere@ucnj.org to re-
ceive the meeting-specific password to
gain access to the teleconference. All re-
quests MUST be submitted and received
by the Clerk of the Board NO LATER
THAN NOON OF THE CORRESPOND-
ING MEETING DATE.

Members of the public who prefer not to,
or do not have the means to, participate in
the teleconference, may continue to par-
ticipate in Freeholder Meetings by emailing
comments relative to resolutions being
offered for adoption and/or on any govern-
mental issue that a member of the public
feels may be of concern to the residents of
the county to the Clerk of the Board at
jpellettiere@ucnj.org. All relevant com-
ments received will be read into the record
during each Regular Meeting’s Public
Comment Portion, prior to the Board’s con-
sideration of resolutions for adoption, and
will be addressed accordingly by the Board.
All emails MUST be submitted and re-
ceived by the Clerk of the Board NO LATER
THAN NOON OF THE CORRESPOND-
ING REGULAR MEETING DATE and, as
is always the case, MUST include the
public member’s FULL NAME and TOWN
OF RESIDENCE and RESOLUTION
NUMBER to which comments are being
referred for the record. Agendas will be
posted for the public’s viewing on the
County’s official website at: www.ucnj.org/
freeholders.

 James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $66.81

Garwood Mayor Todisco
Tells of Local Initiatives

Earth Day’s 50th Anniversary: A Time
To Thank the Westfield Green Team

Even as COVID-19 remains on the
forefront of how we live our lives in
the short term, we must continue to
move forward on important issues that
will impact us long after this public
health crisis ends. To that end, I re-
cently issued a proclamation acknowl-
edging the 50th anniversary of Earth
Day on April 22, the importance of
which I would like to share with you.

According to the New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion, public interest about air and wa-
ter pollution, human population, de-
velopment, and conservation was
raised by scientists and conservation-
ists after the Great Depression and
World War II. This environmental ac-
tivism grew stronger and louder dur-
ing the decade of the 1960s, until Earth
Day Network founder Denis Hayes
was enlisted to organize the nation-
wide efforts for the first Earth Day on
April 22, 1970 — when 20 million
Americans mobilized to call for greater
protections for our planet.

That first Earth Day launched a wave
of action, including the passage of
landmark environmental laws in the
United States — such as the Clean Air,
Clean Water and Endangered Species
Acts, as well as the creation of the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). The Earth Day Network
(earthday.org) now works with more
than 75,000 partners in over 190 coun-
tries and has set Climate Action as the
theme for Earth Day 2020. This theme
calls to the forefront that climate change
represents the biggest challenge to the
future of humanity and the life-sup-
port systems that make our world hab-
itable.

The Town of Westfield is commit-
ted to developing and implementing
sustainability strategies that will re-
duce our impact on the environment,
both collectively and individually, as
we fight global warming and preserve
our environment for the citizens we
serve now, and for generations to come.
We continue to support the proactive
efforts of the Green Team, whose mis-
sion is to help the town government,
residents and businesses to fight cli-

mate change and be more sustainable
in our everyday lives.

On behalf of the community, I want
to extend my deep thanks to the
Westfield Green Team for its energy,
enthusiasm and action it brings to this
mission. And despite not being to hold
its originally planned Earth Day Month
culminating in the EV Car Show, Free
Market, and Earth Day Fair in late
April, we appreciate the team’s flex-
ibility in shifting to a Virtual Earth
Month celebration — including the
launch of a video series and the do-it-
at-home Climate Ribbon project.

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of
Earth Day, and to signify the impor-
tance of fighting climate change, I
have joined Climate Mayors, com-
prised of 19 other NJ municipalities in
this bipartisan, peer-to-peer network
of U.S. mayors working together to
demonstrate leadership on climate
change through meaningful actions and
to express and build political will for
effective policy action. I have also
officially designated April 22, 2020 as
Earth Day in the Town of Westfield.

I encourage all citizens to think glo-
bally, act locally, and participate in
programs and activities that will pro-
tect our environment and contribute to
a healthy, sustainable future. For more
information on what you can do, visit
the Green Team section of our website
at westfieldnj.gov/green.

One of the silver linings of this pan-
demic has been a healthier planet as
documented through better air quality,
cleaner oceans, and smaller carbon foot-
prints brought on by our behavior
changes. On this 50th anniversary of
Earth Day, now that we have seen what’s
possible, let’s renew our commitment
to protecting our environment and cre-
ating a greener and healthier commu-
nity. Stay well everyone!

Shelley Brindle
Mayor of Westfield

Republican Candidates Call for
Bipartisan Cost Cutting

First and foremost, I hope you are
staying safe and healthy during this
pandemic. I want to remind everyone
that I am posting daily updates on my
@Mayor Sara Todisco Facebook page.
Additionally, the Garwood website
(www.garwood.org) and Facebook
page @Garwood Borough - Govern-
ment are frequently updated with re-
sources, virtual community activities,
and more. If you have not already done
so, please sign up for community and
emergency alerts at www.nixle.com.

We have recently launched a Bor-
ough of Garwood email newsletter. You
can sign up at https://bit.ly/3duP6gE.
Emails with resources and pertinent
information are currently being sent
weekly.

This week is Local Government
Week, an initiative of the New Jersey
League of Municipalities. In Garwood,
we are launching several virtual activi-
ties. In particular, there is a
#GarwoodStrong Sign Contest for all
children in town. Create a sign to hang
in your front window and make sure it
says #GarwoodStrong. Then, email a
photo of it to

garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org by
Wednesday, April 29. The Celebrations
Committee volunteers will choose the
top three posters. I will send an elec-
tronic Dunkin Donuts gift card to the
winners — $20 for 1st Place, $15 for
2nd Place, and $10 for 3rd Place.

Also, I hope you will join me this
Saturday, April 25 for “Shop Local
Saturday.” Purchase lunch or dinner
from one of our open Garwood restau-
rants. You can find the complete list of
open restaurants at www.garwood.org/
shoplocal.

As always, please feel free to contact
me anytime at STodisco@garwood.org
or (908) 377-7890. No question or
concern is too big or too small.

These are challenging times we are
living in, but we are strong and we are
known as the “small town with a big
heart” for a reason. We may not be able
to be together physically, but there is no
question that we are there for one an-
other and we are still together as one
community.

Stay safe and stay well.
Sara Todisco

Garwood MayorWe find ourselves in unprecedented
times as we went from a booming
economy to people waiting in lines to
purchase everyday necessities and
applying for loans and unemploy-
ment at a record pace. Our friends
and neighbors are losing jobs. Small
businesses are temporary closing leav-
ing employees uncertain of their short-
term future. What we are seeing is
bigger than politics. It is more impor-
tant than personal feelings. Liveli-
hoods are at stake and it’s up to our
leaders to make the tough decisions.

We believe it is in the best interest
of Garwood to take every measure to
do our part in helping stop the spread
of COVID-19. It is important for our
elected officials to ensure no further
financial hardship on anyone. For the
residents, homeowners, renters, and
the essential workers that have to go
out every day to try and get our lives
back to normal, please revisit the
proposed budget where you intend on
raising taxes that will only cause more
harm than to trying to get through
these tough times. We will work with
you to make the budget flat or possi-
bly reduce the impact to residents
through renegotiations with develop-
ers on North and South Avenues. The
effort we are asking for will need
bipartisan support. One way in which
to protect our town and residents is to
eliminate the proposed stipends to
mayor and council proposed by Re-
publican Richard McCormack, which
would make this the highest paid coun-
cil in borough history. We see no

justification for the council to pay
themselves with taxpayer money dur-
ing a time when residents are strug-
gling. Another example is to elimi-
nate positions newly created like the
one introduced by Councilman
McCormack, the “public information
officer.”  Additional newly created
jobs plus those stipends, reducing the
newly hired recreation director’s sal-
ary (to) that of the previous director’s
salary (this one received a 33 percent
increase) will effectively remove over
$100,000 from this budget. We are
asking that any projects that add to
our municipal debt with more bor-
rowing be put on hold. Currently, we
are projected to pay $457,318 in debt
services which is an 11 percent in-
crease from last year. We are already
projected to see an increase in inter-
est payments alone of $50,000. In
addition, postpone any property tax
increases that are the result of the
revaluation until 2021. Getting hit
with an increase now whether it’s just
$1 or $100 is just unacceptable when
you can control how those numbers
pan out. Lastly, please put politics
aside. We are not writing you as Re-
publican candidates, we are writing
you as neighbors and residents. Ulti-
mately we all want what is best for
Garwood, right now what is best is to
take a step back and do whatever we
can to help each other get through this
crisis.

Joe Nicastro III
Jesse Wilson

Republican Candidates for Council

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
512 CEDAR STREET

SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY   07076

ANNOUNCES
CANDIDACY INFORMATION

April 23 - The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District has announced it has infor-
mation available for citizens interested in
running for a vacant seat on the board of
education.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education will have two 3-year terms
open for Scotch Plains and one 3-year
term open for Fanwood in the November
2020 Annual School Election, Mrs.
Saridaki, spokesperson for the school
board, announced today.

Candidates must file a nominating peti-
tion with the Office of the Union County
Clerk located at 2 Broad Street, Room 113
in Elizabeth to get their name on the ballot
for the Annual School Election. The cur-
rent deadline to submit the nominating
petition is Monday, July 27, 2020 be-
fore 4:00 pm. The election is scheduled
for Tuesday, November 3, 2020.

Prospective school board candidates can
download candidate information from the

New Jersey Boards Association’s website
at NJSBA School Board Candidate Kit.
The School Board Candidate Kit includes
information about nominating petitions,
legal qualifications for school board candi-
dacy, and the role of the school board
member. Information about the New Jer-
sey School Ethics Act and important dates
in the school election process are also
included.

On March 31, 2014, a temporary injunc-
tion was issued and summarized as fol-
lows:

* the circulator for nomination petitions is
not required to be a registered voter or
resident of the jurisdiction, however, such
circulator is required to be “voter eligible”,
meaning he or she satisfies the age, citi-
zenship and in-state residency require-
ments.

Please be advised that any person re-
questing information on becoming a School
Board Candidate may go to the County
Clerk’s website http://
www.unioncountyvotes.com/candidate-
petition/

CONTACT: Deborah S. Saridaki
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 04/23/20, The Times Fee: $49.98

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

on 440 North Avenue East, LLC.’s applica-
tion.

THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE AP-
PLICATION WILL BE HEARD ON MAY 4,
2020 AS A VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING
BY REASON OF THE COVID-19 EMER-
GENCY. The hearing will be conducted
remotely through Zoom Webinar. Details
of the how the public can join the meeting
via computer or personal device, and par-
ticipate, electronically or by phone, are as
follows:

Westfield Planning Board Meeting
May 4, 2020 07:30 PM

Zoom Meeting #: 567-240-016
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/

567240016
Telephone # (for higher quality audio):

470-381-2552 or 646-518-9805

A copy of the Application, plans and
related documents are on file in the Plan-
ning Board Office of the Town of Westfield
Municipal Building, located at 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey,
07090 but are NOT available for public
inspection at the building due to the COVID-
19 emergency. Anyone interested in re-
viewing the Application, plans and related
documents may inform the Applicant’s at-
torney identified below or the Board secre-
tary (Linda Jacus: (Phone) 908-789-4100
ext. 4602; (E-mail) ljacus@westfieldnj.gov
that they wish to receive copies of same
and the Applicant’s attorney shall then be
required to deliver to the member(s) of the
public the Application, plans and docu-
ments either electronically or by delivery of
hard copies to the person requesting the
materials.

RAFAEL J. BETANCOURT, ESQ.
Attorney for the Applicant

Telephone: 908-709-1700
E-Mail: rjb@tbwdlaw.com

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $75.48

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE
FOR VIRTUAL HEARING

In compliance with the New Jersey Mu-
nicipal Land Use Law, the Ordinances of
the Town of Westfield and the rules and
regulations of the Town of Westfield Plan-
ning Board, and in order to comply with the
Executive Orders signed by Governor
Murphy and in an effort to follow best
practices recommended by the United
States Center for Disease Control (CDC),
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE, that on Mon-
day, May 4, 2020 at 7:30 P.M. the Plan-
ning Board of the Town of Westfield will
hold a VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING on
the application of the owner/applicant 440
North Avenue East LLC, for front setback
and parking variances and for preliminary
and final site plan approval to construct a
three-story mixed-use building containing
retail space on the ground floor, office
space on floors two and three, and acces-
sory parking areas located at 440 North
Avenue East, Westfield, New Jersey, fur-
ther identified as Block 3202, Lot 7, and for
such variances as may be necessary from
the provisions of:

Section 11.27 (E)(1); Front setback, or-
dinance requires 15 feet, proposed 1 foot.

Section 17-02(C)(5)(c); Parking required
by use, ordinance requires 64, proposed
40.

Section 17-04(A); Parking space size,
ordinance requires 9 feet x 18 feet, pro-
posed 9 feet x 16 feet in 9 spaces.

Section 17-02(B)(4); Parking required
by zone, 53, proposed 40.

Section 17-10(G); Light fixture location,
ordinance requires 3 feet, proposed 1 foot.

Together with such other variances, waiv-
ers, and/or exceptions as may be required
upon an analysis of the plans and testi-
mony at the VIRTUAL PUBLIC HEARING

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/567240016
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A NEW LOOK...Cougar wrestling Head Coach Pat Gorman displays his new look
but his daughters are still smiling.

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section

 Pages 7-10

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING SECOND BASE...Summit Hilltopper Giana Acitelli slides safely into second after a pitch in the dirt as shortstop
Amanda Venezia prepares to catch the throw in the second inning. Summit defeated the Raiders 13-9 on April 18, 2018.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AFTER THE BALL...Blue Devil Julia Gretsky, No. 25, goes after the ball before a Lady Knight can get to it. The
Blue Devils defeated the West Essex Knights, 10-4, at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 20, 2016.

David B. Corbin (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR TRIO...Cougars Regine Hunter, Bryanna Grant and Ashley McGuire
display their medals during the Blue Devil Classic Relays on April 20, 2013.

Cranford High School wrestling
Head Coach Pat Gorman had figured
out a way to readjust his daily routines
due to the social distancing situations
demanded by the COVID 19
pandemic.

Everyday is groundhog day, but
what you need to do is find a way to
make each day interesting. Day 1: I
shaved a Mohawk and started growing
the facial hair. My family is still on
the fence about all of this. Day 5: I got
into the attic and started breaking out
the Halloween costumes, and just last
Sunday I spent the day in a bunny suit
riding around in (Baseball Head)

Coach (Dennis) McCaffrey’s truck
wishing families a Happy Easter. You
have to keep it fun!

I am keeping busy with at-home
workouts. Mixing it up each day is
another way to keep from going stir
crazy. Sometimes I am in the weight
room in the basement. Other times it
is pull ups on the kids’ swing set or
using my girls as extra weight on my
back for push ups. I have a friend who
texts me workout challenges for the
day and I do the same to him. It is the
closest thing to competition that we
can get.

CR Coach Gorman Makes
Good Use of Spare Time

20

  Carol Tener 

 Sales Associate                                             

908-400-3670 Cell                                                                      

908-233-0065 O ce                                                           

carol.tener@cbmoves.com 

Home...it’s everything! Be safe ~ Be well 

600 North Avenue W,          

Wes ield, NJ 
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D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times

April 16, 2019: Six quick runs
within the first two innings was the
impetus that the Cranford baseball
team needed to tilt the unbeaten Gov-
ernor Livingston Highlanders slightly
off their game resulting in a 7-4 vic-
tory at Memorial Field in Cranford on
April 16. With a bases-loaded triple
from Aidan Plick and a two-run home
run from Jake DeClerico, along with
a fine pitching performance from
starter Jake Van Dam and one and
two-thirds innings of strong relief from
Kevin Donovan, the 6-1 Cougars took
over the top rung in the Union County
Conference Watchung Division with
a 5-0 record, while the 7-1 Highland-
ers slipped to 4-1 in the division.

The Cougars’ quick start began
when Highlander starter Ryan Davey
hit leadoff hitter Jamie Shriner (2
stolen bases) with a pitch. Marcus
Johnson laid down a bunt single then
both runners advanced on DeClerico’s
sacrifice bunt. Mike Murphy walked
to load the bases then Plick (2-for-3)
hammered his three-run triple to deep
centerfield. Joe Meola brought Plick
home with a looping single into
leftfield.

Davey was injured at the end of the
first inning and was replaced by John
Grill, who struck out the first two
Cougar batters in the second inning.
Johnson poked his second single then
DeClerico became Mr. “DeClout”
when he whacked his two-run homer
over the leftfield fence. Tyler Szczech
followed with an infield single but

Grill got the next batter to pop up.
With his tricky repertoire of pitches,
Grill, who finished with seven
strikeouts, would settle in and allow
just one more hit and an unearned
run, while walking just one.

April 17, 2019: Senior Willy Gale
gave the struggling Scotch Plains-
Fanwood baseball team the shot in
the arm it needed when he plopped a
single into shallow centerfield to bring
Ricky Lopez home with the winning
run in the bottom of the eighth inning
to sink the Bridgewater-Raritan Pan-
thers, 4-3, in Scotch Plains on April
17. Raider Pat Cuccurullo, who went
3-for-4 with two RBI, sent the game
into extra innings when he bounced
an RBI single to right in the seventh.

Raider pitcher Mike Urbano tossed
the first seven innings and with the
exception of the fourth inning, spread
out 11 hits, while walking just two
Panthers and striking out seven. He
seemed to coordinate well with
catcher Chris Smith.

The Raiders totaled 14 hits, which
included Jonny Ramos with a key
single to go with his bunt single, and
two hits each from Mike Dieu, Matt
Delgado and Gale, who also scored
once after swiping second base.
Danny Wilkinson rapped an RBI
single, Smith doubled and Pat
Dembiec singled.

April 18, 2019: The 2019 softball
season continues to look special for
the Westfield High School softball
team. The Blue Devils remained un-
defeated with a 11-1, five-inning vic-
tory over the Colonia Patriots on April
18 in Westfield. The win was the Blue

Devils’ eighth straight and sets them
up as the likely number one seed in
the upcoming Union County Tourna-
ment. Against Colonia, Westfield once
again showed a total team approach
to victory.

Sophomore Michaela Hobson al-
lowed just one run on one hit, while
striking out five batters over five in-
nings. A week earlier, against the
Johnson Crusaders, Hobson was over-
powering in striking out 16 batters.

The Blue Devils racked up 12 hits,
including a pair of home runs and five
doubles against Colonia pitching.
Kalea Calugay had a solo home run
over the right centerfield fence and

added an RBI double. Julia Romano
had the big hit in the six-run third
inning when she lined a two-run homer
over the leftfield fence. Erica Lawrence
had three hits with an RBI. Allie
Fernandez sent everyone home for the
day with a ground ball that scored
Molly Stogner with the final run.

April 18, 2019: Senior Matt
McIntyre became a mangling mon-
ster at the plate, especially when he
blasted a three-run home run in the
bottom of the sixth inning to give the
Westfield baseball team a 5-4 lead
that held up for a victory over the
Union Farmers in Westfield on April
18. Senior pitcher Mike Carlone
tossed a four-hitter in six innings,
while walking three and striking out
six, before MJ Catanzaro relieved in
the seventh inning to slam the door on
the 3-4 Farmers.

The 2-5 Blue Devils totaled eight
hits and Danny Kohler (run scored)
rapped a key RBI triple in the second
inning. Christian Ho also had a key
single and an RBI sacrifice fly while
scoring once. Mike Charlton and Vic-

tor Coustan both singled and scored,
and Sean Flynn slapped a single. But
the whole team was happy with the

return of shortstop Andrew Caminitti,
who was rewarded by being walked
and hit by a pitch.

April 20, 2019: In a match with
major ramifications for the upcoming
Union County Tournament, the
Cranford Cougars boys lacrosse team
secured a 6-5 victory over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood on April 20 in Scotch
Plains. The victory helped keep the
Cougars (9-0) undefeated on the sea-
son and set them up as the likely
number three seed behind Summit
and Westfield. Nate Caldwell scored
the game-winning goal with 8:46 left
in the match. Just a minute earlier,
Noah Costanzo, who had three goals,
scored the game-tying goal, helping
the Raiders rally from a 5-2 second-
half deficit.

Cranford had dominated the first
half by controlling face-offs and win-
ning most ground balls. Senior Conor
Halpin was a major factor in that
development. Halpin scooped up 10
ground balls during the game and was
particularly effective in helping the
Cougars control possession on their
way to a 4-2 halftime advantage.

Cole Blazek, Halpin, Mike Kalnins,
Dante Cassaro and Ryan Echavarria
also scored for the Cougars. Tommy
Nakonechny, Matt Monroy and An-
thony Porter scored for the Raiders.

April 17, 2018: Westfield junior
Jake Engelke took a pass from Nick

Bond then fired home the game win-
ner just over a minute into overtime
against Chatham, providing a much

needed 8-7 victory for the Blue Dev-
ils in a boys lacrosse game at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. Engelke scored
three goals to lead Westfield, Bond
scored two goals and added three
assists. The win gave Westfield a 4-3
mark on the season.

April 18, 2018: True competitive
character was shown when the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood softball team found
itself in a 9-0 abyss but managed to
dig up three runs in the sixth inning
and another six in the seventh inning
to give the Summit Hilltoppers a run
for their money in a 13-9 defeat in
Scotch Plains. The 3-5 Raiders’ bats
went to work and rapped out eight of
their 11 hits during that short span.

Raiders Julia Solsky and senior
Quinn Kekelis had very productive
afternoons at the plate. Solsky rapped
three hits, which included an RBI
double in the sixth inning and an RBI
single in the seventh, while scoring
once. Kekelis drew walks in her first
two plate appearances then singled
and scored in each of her next two at-
bats, which also yielded an RBI.

April 20, 2018: Jake Friedman
pitched six innings, struck out seven
batters, walked two and allowed three
runs (two earned) on five hits as the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood baseball team
captured its fifth straight win, defeat-
ing Mendham, 8-4, in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

David B. Corbin (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UCT FIRST SINGLES CHAMPION...Raider sophomore Jeffrey Rodgers de-
feated Summit’s Max McDonald in three sets to become the Union County
Tournament first singles champion on April 19, 2013.

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD PLAY AT HOME...Patriot catcher Anthony Palmisano gets upended as
Blue Devil Matt Manning slides safely home in the third inning. The Blue Devils
scored a run in the bottom of the eighth to edge Colonia, 12-11 (April 20, 2018).

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE FORCE OUT AT HOME...Cougar catcher Morgan Ferretti
makes the catch to get the force out on Lady Minuteman Kristina Calixto, No. 16,
in the seventh inning at Cranford on April 17, 2015. The Cougars won, 9-5.

Get in on the Action!
Local sports organizations, athletes

and coaches are welcomed to send in
stories about how you have changed
your training routines due to the Lost
Spring. All seasons are welcomed.

Please refer to March 26 issue, page
9 – The ‘Lost Season’ for All Athletes.

e-mail Dave Corbin with stories
at dcorbin@goleader.com

Athletes, Coaches Stories Welcomed
e-mail dcorbin@goleader.com

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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Jonathan Ramos had two hits and
drove in two runs to lead the Raider
attack. Anthony DiNizo had two RBI,
while Dan Wilkinson and Sam
Schetelich each had a pair of hits and
one RBI. The Raiders improved to 8-
3 on the season.

April 20, 2018: Wild plays, inten-
tional walks, hit batters, balk calls, a
hard grounder that hit the base runner
for an out and numerous pitches in the
dirt seemed to dictate the flow of the
game between the Westfield High
School baseball team and the Colonia
Patriots at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in
Westfield. But the Blue Devils’ abil-
ity to get back to the fundamentals
just in the nick of time resulted in an
eight-inning, 12-11, victory.

The 7-3 Blue Devils finished with
16 hits and three each came from Jake
Lerie (double, 3 RBI, 2 runs), Chris
Wagner (double, RBI, 2 runs) and
Andrew Caminiti (2 RBI). It was Lerie,

who was hit by Wagner’s sharp
grounder, after hopping a leadoff single
in the bottom of the seventh inning
with the scored knotted at 11-11.

But in the next inning, Stevie
Barden, who scored his first run in the
fifth inning, sizzled a leadoff single
past first then after a pop out to right
and with Matt McIntyre (2 runs) at the
plate, he baited the catcher into firing
an errant throw over the first
baseman’s head. Barden flew past
second and came to rest on third.
McIntyre grounded out back to the
mound, Matt Manning was intention-
ally walked then Lerie stepped up and
chopped the game-winning RBI single
between first and second.

April 15, 2017: No. 11 ranked
Pingry appeared to be a sure shot to
regain the coveted Bristol Cup when
the Big Blue boasted a 5-1 lead over
No. 13 ranked Westfield with 10 min-
utes remaining in the third quarter at

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
April 15. Not so fast! Sophomore De-
von McLane found a chink in Pingry’s
defensive armor and exploited it from
that point with three goals and a pair of
assists to eventually give the 3-2 Blue
Devils a 7-6 overtime victory over the
3-3 Big Blue.

The Blue Devils’ “Big Three plus
1” defenders, Owen Prybylski, Kyle
Dombrowski and Pat McIlroy, along
with middie Colin Freer were the ones
who were forcing the turnovers, espe-
cially at key moments in the game.
McIlroy scooped five ground balls
(GB), while Prybylski and
Dombrowski each scooped four, and
Freer pulled off a key takeaway late in
the fourth quarter.

April 19, 2017: With the game tied
at halftime, the Glen Rock girls la-
crosse team scored six goals in the
second half to stop the visiting
Cranford Cougars, 12-9 on April 19.

Maggie Roman scored four goals and
had two assists for the Cougars, while
Grace Power netted three goals and
an assist. Alyssa Gesslein had a goal
and an assist and Caroline Kelly scored
once. Goalkeeper Anna Horne made
10 saves.

April 19, 2017: Gordon Graceffo
pitched eight innings of four-hit ball
and recorded six strikeouts while
walking none in a 3-1 Cranford base-
ball team win over the hosting Sum-
mit Hilltoppers on April 19. Matt
Perino had a pair of hits and Ryan
Bakie doubled and scored once for
the Cougars. Mike Meola singled,
had an RBI and scored once. Brian
Oblachinski singled. Dan Maglino
stole three bases and Chris Librera
stole two.

April 19, 2017: Crusader senior
pitcher Gianna Randazza has been
devastating to Blue Devil batters, as
well as to other opponents the past

three seasons, but this time the
Westfield High School softball team
found success with the long ball, tag-
ging her for three home runs and a
triple, to emerge with a 7-5 victory
over AL Johnson in Westfield on April
19. The home runs came off the bats
of three sophomores, Genevieve
Howell, Julia Romano and Erica
Lawrence, respectively, and the triple
came off the bat of senior Danielle
Rinaldi.

This time the 6-2 Blue Devils to-
taled seven hits and the three home
runs accounted for five of the RBI.
Lawrence, who sealed the deal with
her two run homer in the bottom of the
sixth, also singled in the fourth.
Romano blasted a two-run homer in
the fourth and scored twice. Howell
hammered a solo homer in the third
and Rinaldi tripled and scored in the
fourth and added an RBI walk in the
second. Natalie Patterson singled and

scored once and Jordan Sacher had an
RBI single.

April 19, 2016: The Westfield High
baseball team has been hot recently
and Cranford was the latest team to
feel the burn. The Blue Devils ham-
mered out 16 hits in a 13-3 victory on
April 19 in Westfield to extend their
winning streak to eight games after
dropping their first three contests.
They also avenged an early season 5-
3 loss against the Cougars.

Westfield had multiple hitting stars.
Steve Barmakian went 3-for-3 with
two runs and three RBI. Victor Cruz
had two hits and two RBI. J.D. Marner
went 3-for-4 with two RBI. All of this
was accomplished, while starter Zach
Kelly pitched a five-hitter, striking
out three, while walking none.

April 20, 2016: Defense seemed to
grab the starring role in determining
which direction the momentum would

David B. Corbin (April 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The TimesDavid B. Corbin (April 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE GIANT LEAP FOR WOMANKIND…Raider junior Sara Canfield leaps
16’7” in the long jump. Canfield and Whitney Adams won the event with a
combined distance of 32’5.5” (April 18, 2009).

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY CREAM OF THE CROP…Blue Devil Tom Kowalski became
the UCT “Cream of the Crop” when he defeated Plainfield’s Emanuel Jallin, 6-
1, 6-3, for the first singles crown (April 21, 2011).

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

HOMER WITH EMPHASIS...Julia Romano leaps on home plate after crushing
a two-run home run in the fourth inning against the Crusaders. The Blue Devils
tagged pitcher Gianna Randazza for three homers in a 7-5 win April 19, 2017.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY 07016

Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of the Cranford Township School District, in the County of Union, of the State of New Jersey,
that a Public Hearing will be held digitally via a Zoom meeting with a link available on the district website, on Monday April 27, 2020 at
7:00 P.M., for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the following budget for the 2020-2021 school year.

The complete budget will be on file and open to examination at the office of the Business Administrator, at Lincoln School, 132 Thomas
Street, Cranford, New Jersey 07016, Union County New Jersey between the hours of 8:00 A.M. and 4:00 P.M. Monday through Friday,
excluding holidays.

The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards adopted by the
State Board of Education.

Robert J. Carfagno, CPA, RMA, PSA
Business Administrator/Board Secretary

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021

UNION - CRANFORD TWP

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

ENROLLMENT CATEGORIES October 15, 2018 October 15, 2019 October 15, 2020
Actual Actual  Estimated

Pupils On Roll Regular Full-Time 3,245 3,166 3,180
Pupils On Roll Regular Shared-Time 13 56 52
Pupils On Roll - Special Full-Time 577 573 587
Pupils On Roll - Special Shared-Time 19 24 24
Subtotal - Pupils On Roll 3,854 3,819 3,843
Private School Placements 29 40 35
Pupils Sent to Other Districts - Reg Prog 0 1 0
Pupils Sent to Other Dists - Spec Ed Prog 17 12 10
Pupils Received 55 95 90

UNION - CRANFORD TWP

ADVERTISED REVENUES

Budget Category Account 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Revised Proposed

Operating Budget:
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy 10-1210 57,690,552 58,844,363 60,021,250
Total Tuition 10-1300 3,595,061 3,927,095 3,597,403
Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 247,109 189,755 192,307
Other Restricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 2,300 0 0
Total Revenues from Local Sources 61,535,022 62,961,213 63,810,960

Revenues from State Sources:
Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 354,868 354,868 354,868
Extraordinary Aid 10-3131 655,873 439,433 439,433
Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 2,088,464 2,304,623 2,640,549
Equalization Aid 10-3176 88,682 88,682 88,682
Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 92,830 92,830 92,830
Other State Aids 10-3XXX 29,346 0 0
Total Revenues from State Sources 3,310,063 3,280,436 3,616,362

Revenues from Federal Sources:
Medicaid Reimbursement 10-4200 7,840 23,978 25,701
Total Revenues from Federal Sources 7,840 23,978 25,701

Budgeted Fund Balance-Operating Budget 10-303 0 547,382 166,556
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 0 133,533 0
Actual Revenues (Over)/Under Expenditures 517,563 0 0
Total Operating Budget 65,370,488 66,946,542 67,619,579

Grants and Entitlements:
Other Revenue from Local Sources 20-1XXX 51,626 132,944 0
Total Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 51,626 132,944 0

Revenues from State Sources:
Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 0 149,808 127,337
State Grants Through Intermediate Sources 20-3700 141,036 10,750 0
Total Revenues from State Sources 141,036 160,558 127,337

Revenues from Federal Sources:
Title I 20-4411-4416 98,721 92,294 0
Title II 20-4451-4455 57,827 59,215 59,215
Title IV 20-4471-4474 5,830 0 0
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 864,417 867,603 867,603
Total Revenues from Federal Sources 1,026,795 1,019,112 926,818
Total Grants and Entitlements 1,219,457 1,312,614 1,054,155

Repayment of Debt:

Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy 40-1210 852,657 859,233 863,908
Total Revenues from Local Sources 852,657 859,233 863,908
Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 0 2 2
Total Local Repayment of Debt 852,657 859,235 863,910
Actual Revenues (Over)/Under Expenditures 1 0 0
Total Repayment of Debt 852,658 859,235 863,910
Total Revenues/Sources 67,442,603 69,118,391 69,537,644
Total Revenues/Sources Net of Transfers 67,442,603 69,118,391 69,537,644

UNION - CRANFORD TWP

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

Budget Category Account 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Revised Proposed

General Current Expense:
Instruction:
Regular Programs-Instruction 11-1XX-100-XXX 18,959,995 19,384,859 20,398,926
Special Education-Instruction 11-2XX-100-XXX 7,550,312 7,515,947 7,486,563
Basic Skills/Remedial-Instruction 11-230-100-XXX 627,700 615,014 717,951
Bilingual Education-Instruction 11-240-100-XXX 53,751 67,405 68,872
School-Sponsored Cocurricular or Extracurricular
     Activities-Instruction 11-401-100-XXX 369,681 406,507 397,675
School-Sponsored Athletics-Instruction 11-402-100-XXX 764,699 821,559 815,381
Summer School 11-422-XXX-XXX 134,686 146,146 139,881
Community Services Programs/Operations 11-800-330-XXX 24,767 29,875 29,725
Support Services:
Undistributed Expenditures-Instruction (Tuition) 11-000-100-XXX 3,877,706 4,070,351 4,071,482
Undistributed Expenditures-Attendance and Social Work11-000-211-XXX 5,585 6,200 5,600
Undistributed Expenditures-Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 634,778 677,872 716,588

Undistributed Expenditures-Speech, OT, PT
     and Related Services 11-000-216-XXX 1,219,150 1,216,407 1,242,584
Undistributed Expenditures–Other Support Services,
     Students–Extraordinary Services 11-000-217-XXX 1,356,091 1,449,172 1,485,752
Undistributed Expenditures-Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 933,212 1,078,534 1,151,677
Undistributed Expenditures-Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 1,590,049 1,505,491 1,546,258
Undistributed Expenditures-Improvement of
     Instruction Services 11-000-221-XXX 1,238,373 1,306,126 1,360,837
Undistributed Expenditures-Education Media
     Services/Library 11-000-222-XXX 450,887 437,322 441,477
Undistributed Expenditures-Instructional Staff
     Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 37,094 89,820 91,874
Undistributed Expenditures-Support Services
     -General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 859,175 856,020 872,674
Undistributed Expenditures-Support Services
     -School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 2,975,677 3,075,354 3,116,626
Undistributed Expenditures-Central Services 11-000-251-XXX 890,266 913,369 954,729
Undistributed Expenditures-Administrative
     Information Technology 11-000-252-XXX 317,376 364,929 364,639
Undistributed Expenditures-Operation and
     Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 5,047,367 5,495,205 5,363,995
Undistributed Expenditures-Student
     Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 1,872,279 2,108,774 2,150,688
Personal Services-Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 13,450,694 13,265,247 12,613,441
Total Undistributed Expenditures 36,755,759 37,916,193 37,550,921
Total General Current Expense 65,241,350 66,903,505 67,605,895

Capital Expenditures:
Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-730 115,454 29,353 0
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-400-XXX 13,684 13,684 13,684
Total Capital Outlay 129,138 43,037 13,684
General Fund Grand Total 65,370,488 66,946,542 67,619,579

Special Grants and Entitlements:
Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 51,626 132,944 0
Other State Projects:
Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 12,442 10,858 9,229
Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 41,897 34,605 29,414
Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 25,797 46,047 39,140
Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 19,745 19,982 16,985
Nonpublic Technology Initiative 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 7,788 7,416 6,304
Nonpublic Security Aid 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 33,367 30,900 26,265
Other 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 0 10,750 0
Total Other State Projects 141,036 160,558 127,337
Total State Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 141,036 160,558 127,337
Federal Projects:
Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 98,721 92,294 0
Title II 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 57,827 59,215 59,215
Title IV 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 5,830 0 0
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 864,417 867,603 867,603
Total Federal Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 1,026,795 1,019,112 926,818
Total Special Revenue Funds 1,219,457 1,312,614 1,054,155

Repayment of Debt:
Total Regular Debt Service 40-701-510-XXX 852,658 859,235 863,910
Total Debt Service Funds 852,658 859,235 863,910
Total Expenditures/Appropriations 67,442,603 69,118,391 69,537,644
Total Expenditures Net of Transfers 67,442,603 69,118,391 69,537,644

UNION - CRANFORD TWP

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

Budget Category Audited Audited Estimated Estimated
Balance Balance Balance Balance

6/30/2018 6/30/2019 6/30/2020 6/30/2021
Unrestricted:
—General Operating Budget 1,353,448 896,700 995,962 829,406
—Repayment of Debt 5 4 2 0
Restricted for Specific Purposes - General Operating Budget:
—Capital Reserve 1 1 1 1
—Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
—Maintenance Reserve 0 0 0 0
—Legal Reserve 20,864 0 0 0
—Tuition Reserve 0 0 0 0
—Current Expense Emergency Reserve 0 0 0 0
—Impact Aid Reserve for General Expenses
     (Sections 8002 and 8003) 0 0 0 0
—Impact Aid Reserve for Capital Expenses
     (Sections 8007 and 8008) 0 0 0 0
Repayment of Debt:
—Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION - CRANFORD TWP

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

Per Pupil Cost Calculations 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Actual Original Revised Proposed
Costs Costs Budget Budget Budget

Total Budgetary Comparative Per Pupil Cost $14,978 $15,629 $15,915 $16,069 $16,132
Total Classroom Instruction $9,111 $9,456 $9,587 $9,579 $9,681
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits $8,762 $9,110 $9,225 $9,197 $9,238
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks $210 $209 $231 $237 $310
Classroom-Purchased Services $140 $138 $131 $145 $133
Total Support Services $2,382 $2,518 $2,581 $2,617 $2,662
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits $2,129 $2,226 $2,346 $2,301 $2,400
Total Administrative Costs $1,637 $1,700 $1,722 $1,753 $1,744
Administration Salaries and Benefits $1,458 $1,499 $1,524 $1,536 $1,529
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant $1,471 $1,567 $1,616 $1,702 $1,640
Operations and Maintenance-Salaries and Benefits $951 $966 $998 $1,016 $1,007
Board Contribution to Food Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Total Extracurricular Costs $358 $370 $389 $399 $386
Total Equipment Costs $24 $30 $0 $8 $0
Legal Costs $42 $57 $38 $49 $49
Employee Benefits as a percentage of salaries* 33.44% 33.34% 33.42% 32.23% 29.59%

*Does not include pension and social security paid by the State on-behalf of the district.
** Federal and State funds in the blended resource school-based budgets.

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the Taxpayers Guide to Education Spending and can be found on the Department of Education website:  http://www.state.nj.us/
education/guide/. This publication is also available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations were performed using
the 2019-20 revised appropriations and the 2020-21 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget. Total Budgetary
Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $567.63

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

flow in the clash between the No. 20
West Essex girls lacrosse team and
the Lady Blue Devils at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 20.
Leading by only a goal early in the
second half, the Blue Devil defense
successfully withstood a Knight at-
tack for five minutes, which spurred
the offense to follow with four unan-
swered goals en route to a 10-4
Westfield victory.

Attacker Hannah Liddy netted four
of those 10 goals and added a pair of
assists for the Blue Devils and right
defensive wing Julia Gretsky also
slipped into the offensive side and
flicked in a pair of goals, while add-
ing an assist.

April 21, 2016: Sophomore pitcher
Brenna Dolan was on her game and
her teammates added plenty of cush-
ion with the bat as the sixth-seeded
Cranford High School softball team
shut out the 11th-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raiders, 8-0, at
Adams Field in Cranford on April 21.

Senior/captain catcher Morgan
Ferretti led the Cougars’ 12-hit attack
with a pair of singles and an RBI,
while scoring three times. Sarah Gluck
singled, scored twice and had 2 RBI.
Erin Schwerdtfeger (2 hits) slapped
an RBI single.

Dolan limited the Raiders to just
three hits, while recording eight
strikeouts and walking four. Jess

Waltzak, Amanda Venezia and Emily
Lockatell each singled for the Raid-
ers, while Lexi Brunetto walked twice
and Quinn Kekelis and Jess O’Neill
each walked once.

April 18, 2015: Blue Devil Brooke
Schaeffer powered out a strong kick
in the final 100 meters to give the
Westfield High School girls a first
place finish in the 4x800 relay at the
Blue Devil Classic Relays at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April
18. The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider boys took top honors in the
4x100 relay and the Cranford Cougar
girls got a first in the shot put.

Blue Devil Julia Myers led off the
4x800 and handed off the baton to
Kelly Morrison, who kicked out to a
decent lead after her second lap.
Morrison handed off the baton to
Natalie Marcotullio, who kept the
Blue Devils ahead of Kent Place by a
step when she handed off the baton to
Schaeffer. Erin Meixner with the
fourth best push of 35-4 and Christina

Barlik (32-8) presented the Cougars a
first place in the shot put with a dis-
tance of 68-0.

The Raider fearsome foursome of
Emendo Thomas, Merlin Edmond,
Ray Walker and Kobe White, respec-
tively, crossed first in the 4x100 with
a time of 43.31. Blue Devils Josh
Capistrano, Ishmael Glasco, Jelani
Pierre and Sid Douglas finished third

at 43.94.
April 21, 2015: Zeros on the

scoreboard changed in the seventh
inning and the hosting Cranford Cou-
gars baseball team rallied for three
runs in the bottom of the inning to
grab a dramatic 3-2 victory over
Westfield. Pat Knight’s two-out,
bases-loaded walk forced home the
winning run against Blue Devil starter
Ben Herbster. Westfield had scored
twice in the top of the seventh inning,
which included a solo home run by
Chris Rinaldi.

April 22, 2015: Despite inclement
weather, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider baseball team received an ex-
cellent pitching performance from
Brendan Kelly and key hitting from
Zach Lipshitz to knock off No. 9
Bridgewater Raritan, 4-2, in Scotch
Plains. The Raiders played flawless
defense to keep the Panthers from
mounting much offense. Lipshitz, a
senior shortstop, went 4-for-4 with an
RBI and scored two runs.

April 17, 2014: Junior pitcher Jack
Bunting has been getting firsthand

experience at pitchers’ duels and was
involved in his second one in eight
days as he tossed his way to a 3-2
Westfield High School victory over
the previously undefeated Jonathan
Dayton Bulldogs baseball team at
Ruby Field in Springfield on April 17.
Bunting recorded nine strikeouts.

Junior Matt Catanzaro stepped in
to pinch hit in the top of the seventh
inning and hopped an RBI single up
the middle to score Cal Robertshaw,
who had doubled and moved to third
on Dan DoCampo’s sacrifice bunt, to
give the Blue Devils a 3-2 lead, which
held up. Chris Arena had two of the
Blue Devils’ hits and scored once.
Matt Storcks faded an RBI double
and Anthony Perconte singled and
scored.

April 17, 2014: It was only fitting
that the First Annual “Cole’s Cup” —
in honor of senior goalkeeper Cole
Weber — boys lacrosse game would
come down to a dramatic conclusion
between the Scotch Plains-Fanwood

High School Raiders and the Cranford
Cougars at Wexler Field in Scotch
Plains on April 17. With the game
knotted, 8-8, entering overtime, cen-
ter midfielder James Lettieri won the
face-off then with only 1:05 off the
clock, Kevin Charos slammed home
the game winner to give the Raiders a
9-8 victory and possession of the
Cole’s Cup.

The game was laden with key plays
by players from both teams, including
Weber himself, who finished with 10
saves, including five very crucial ones
in the second quarter and another
three in the third quarter. Cougar goal-
keeper Ryan Shupp made 17 saves.

April 18, 2013: Offensive muscle,
superb fielding combined with strong
pitching molded the outcome of the
Cranford baseball team’s 13-3, five-
inning victory over Governor
Livingston in Berkeley Heights on
April 18. The 6-0 Cougars, ranked
No. 2, totaled 10 hits, including one
home run and four doubles, while the
5-3 Highlanders totaled six hits, in-
cluding one home run. Cougar start-

ing pitcher John Armstrong (3-0)
tossed a five-hitter, allowed three runs
and walked one in four innings on the
mound. George Georgeadis tossed a
one-hitter and walked one in his one
inning of relief.

Cougar shortstop Sean Feeney
sizzled with the glove and created lots
of sparks with the “metal stick”, going
2-for-2 ,including two, two-run doubles
and scoring one run. Feeney provided
nine assists, including three putouts,
and was part of two double plays.
Chris Folinusz (RBI) went 2-for-3 with
a solo home run and double. Alex Plick
had an RBI and scored three runs, and
leadoff hitter Tommy Trotter scored
twice and added an RBI.

April 19, 2013: Competition for
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
boys tennis title was expected to be a
tossup among three teams, but after
much of the fuzz on the tennis balls
were worn down, it was the Westfield
High School Blue Devils who pre-
vailed to claim their ninth straight

UCT title at Doug Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield on April 19.

The Blue Devils claimed four of the
five flights and grabbed a third in the
other to finish with 92 points, ahead of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, who claimed
one champion, two seconds and two
thirds, to finish with a 76 total.

Raider sophomore Jeffrey Rodgers,
seeded first at first singles, went to
three sets with Summit’s Max
McDonald but prevailed, 6-3, 6-7, 6-
4, breaking McDonald’s serve three
times in the final set to claim the title.
Blue Devil Adam Greene topped Kevin
Maluso (New Providence), 6-2, 6-1,
to win the second singles crown. At
third singles, Blue Devil Tyler Roth
defeated Raider Andrew Leischner, 6-
2, 6-1, for the third singles title.

Blue Devils Justin Cafiero and Ben
Cymbala, seeded first at first doubles,
stopped Summit’s Ben Swartz and
Chris Harkins, 6-2, 6-2, for the title.
Blue Devils Jack Siegel and Will Kelly,
seeded first at second doubles, beat

Raiders Josh Lopez and Matt Haas, 6-
2. 7-6 (2) for the title.

April 20, 2013: “Run for Boston”
was the theme at the 25th Blue Devil
Classic Relays, featuring 29 teams, at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
April 20. The Union Catholic High
School boys literally ran away with top
honors in four events, including estab-
lishing new meet records (MR) in the
shuttle hurdles, 4x400 and the inter-
mediate hurdles. Blue Devils Matt
Luppino, Joe Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and
Kevin Smith out-kicked Freehold
Township and Union Catholic, respec-
tively, to win the DMR in 10:30.4.
Cougars Pat Lynch and Mike
Helmstetter won the pole vault with a
combined height of 25-0.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
Rashan Gary, with a shove of 48-8 and
Billy Castore took top honors in the
shot put with a distance of 96-10.5. For
the girls, Cougars Bryanna Grant and
Regine Hunter broke their own MR of
73-5.25 (2012) in the triple jump with
a combined distance of 73-8. Grant
and Hunter joined Ashley McGuire
and Laura Van Horn to win the shuttle
hurdles with a time of 1:05.19. Blue
Devils Mae Devin and Ida Chen took
first in the pole vault with a height of
16-0. Raiders Samantha Renfree at
118-5 (meet’s best toss) and Christy
Monroy won the javelin with a com-
bined distance of 213-4.

April 18, 2012: Offense became the
14th-ranked Westfield Blue Devil boys
lacrosse team’s best defense for the
first three quarters then goalkeeper
Alex McHugh withstood a furious
barrage of shots in the fourth quarter to
scoot the Blue Devils past the No. 3
Chatham Cougars, 9-8, at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. The score was
tied, 4-4, at halftime and senior at-
tacker Paul DeVita notched all three of
his goals in the half. Jackson O’Leary
scored three goals and Ryan Bohrod
scored twice.

April 19, 2012: Questions as to
which baseball team is tops in Union

County got even more interesting when
the Westfield Blue Devils plated a pair
of insurance runs in the bottom of the
sixth inning then shut down the No. 6-
ranked Governor Livingston (GL)
Highlanders in the seventh to earn a 5-
2 victory at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in
Westfield. Blue Devil senior Mike
Mondon, who improved his record to
3-0, scattered six hits over seven in-
nings and yielded one walk, while strik-
ing out four Highlanders, who recently
suffered their first defeat at the bats of
Mendham.

April 19, 2012: An explosive hit-
ting lineup and effective pitching show-
cased the strengths of the Cranford
Cougar girls’ softball team when it
scored eight runs in the first inning to
earn a 12-4 victory over Westfield in
Westfield.

Julie Saragusa belted two home runs
and had four RBI in her four plate
appearances. On the mound, she
yielded three earned runs on 12 hits,
retired four batters and walked one.

Melissa Moreno also went 3-for-4,
including a two-run homer and an RBI
single. Stephanie Bagniewski banged
a two-run single, and Allison Verrelli
had a double and an RBI bunt single.
Izzy Acton and Jess Casale each had
two hits and an RBI to lead the Cou-
gars’ 14-hit attack.

April 21, 2011: With the Westfield
Blue Devil boys tennis team receiving
the top seed in all five flights, there was
very little question as to who was go-
ing to win the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) championship at Donald
Van Blake Courts in Plainfield. The
question was, were the Blue Devils
going to sweep? But everybody had to
wait until senior Alan Chu, who split
his first two sets, 6-2, 2-6, with Alex
Hocken of New Providence (NP), came
on strong to win the third set, 6-2, to
claim the third singles crown and to
give the Blue Devils their seventh
straight title and third sweep in four
years (2008, 2009, 2011). For Chu, it
was his third UCT title (2008 at second
doubles, 2010 at first doubles).

Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner, who has coached boys and
girls soccer and boys tennis and swim-
ming, achieved a milestone by record-
ing his 100th tournament victory – that
included county, conference and group
only and does not include an invita-
tional, such as the Delbarton Tourna-
ment, etc.

April 17, 2010: Mike Ridge ripped
two hits and had three RBI, and Marcus
Rivera had two hits and scored twice
for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team in a 4-1 victory
over host Union City on April 17.

April 21, 2010: Senior midfielder

I have been rereading a book by
Navy Seal David Goggins “Cant Hurt
Me”. This is a book I encourage all of
my wrestlers to read. The message in
the book is simple there is no room for
excuses and you are responsible for
the way things turn out. It is a great
read for any athlete and I find it
especially relevant during these odd
times where some people can fall into
a rut from feeling trapped at home.
Like I have been telling the team, this

is the best time to gain an edge and get
in that extra work.

So my family and I have been very
busy with the usual things around the
house, cleaning up the attic, basement
and garage. I also find time to work
with my daughters on building and
painting things, from birdhouses to
Cornhole Boards, wooden American
flags and paintings of cows we keep
busy and stay positive. I hope everyone
out there is trying to do the same.

Coach Gorman Makes Good Use of His Time

MAKING GOOD USE OF TIME...Cougar Coach Gorman has found extra time
to work on some of his hobbies.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
4x100 METER CHAMPIONS...Pictured, left to right, are: Emendo Thomas, Merlin Edmond, Ray Walker and Kobe White,
who won the 4x100 meters at the Blue Devil Classic Relays at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 18, 2015.

David B. Corbin (April 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO COMPLETE THE PICKOFF...Blue Devil first baseman Danny Kohler attempts to put the tag on Union
Farmer Zach Jones as he dives back to first. The Blue Devils edged Union 5-4 (April 18, 2019).

David B. Corbin (April 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE GAME WINNER...Cougar attacker Nate Caldwell, No. 31, tries
to avoid a pair of Raiders in the battle for the “Cole’s Cup” in Scotch Plains on
April 20, 2019. Caldwell scored the winning goal to earn the Cougars a 6-5 victory.

David B. Corbin (April 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING UP FOR LOST TIME…Before he began his leg of the distance medley
relay, Blue Devil Pat Gray had to run back to pick up a dropped baton. Gray made
up the distance in his 400-meter leg (Blue Devil Invitational April 18, 2009).

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE CALL AT FIRST BASE…Blue Devil pitcher Mike Mondon fires to first
baseman Mike Coletta in an attempt to pick off Highlander Ryan Place. Westfield
defeated Governor Livingston, 5-2 (April 19, 2012).

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MINISTER OF DEFENSE…Goalkeeper Alex McHugh, No. 22, withstood a
furious barrage of shots in the fourth quarter to allow the Blue Devils to scoot past
the No. 3 Chatham Cougars, 9-8, in Westfield on April 18, 2012.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR POSSESSION…Cougar Emily McCue, No. 49, and Blue Devil
Katherine Frega, No. 22, battle for possession of the ball. The highly improved
Blue Devils won 17-2 in Westfield on April 21, 2010.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INTO SECOND WITH A DOUBLE...Dayton Bulldog Joe Juliano dives into
second base with a double in the fifth inning as Blue Devil second baseman Tyler
Bowman makes a tag. Westfield scored a run in the seventh to win, 3-2 (2014).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A BIG SAVE...Raider goalkeeper Cole Weber, No. 30, makes the save
on Cougar Brendan Halpin’s, No. 22, shot during the “Cole’s Cup” at Wexler
Field in Scotch Plains on April 19, 2014.

Val Hoffman found a seam in the center
of the Cranford High School girls la-
crosse team’s defense and scored six
goals to lead the 5-3 Lady Blue Devils
to a 17-2 victory at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on April 21. The Blue Devils
patiently worked the ball around to
successfully pull the Cougars’ defense
out of position. Courtney Weisse fired
in three goals and added three assists,
and junior attacker Ali Rose also found

the net three times, while adding an
assist. Cougars Nai-Lin Choy-Shen and
Nicki Kleiman each scored once.

April 22, 2010: Senior Gary
Binkiewicz tossed a one-hitter and per-
mitted only two walks, while striking
out three, to lead the 10-4 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders baseball team to a
10-0, five-inning shutout of 6-5 Union
in Scotch Plains. Defensively, short-
stop Mike Ridge was involved in sev-

eral fine putouts, one being a
Binkiewicz-to-second-to-first double
play in the second inning. Joe
D’Annunzio went 2-for-2, with a triple,
3 RBI and 2 runs scored.

April 18, 2009: Plainfield broke two
meet records and Rahway broke two
more in the boys’ portion of the Blue
Devil Invitational track & field meet at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
April 18. The Blue Devil boys had eight

top-six placements and the girls had
five, while the Raider boys had seven
placements and the girls had six. Blue
Devils Tim Woods and Dave Fishman
won the team pole vault with a height of
23’6” followed by Raiders Alex Carow
and John Domanski with a height of
22’6”.

Blue Devils Mike Kelley (1,200),
Pat Gray (400), Josh Einbinder (800)
and Ryan Scrudato became a baton

drop away from winning the dis-
tance medley relay (DMR). Kelley
had a fine run but dropped the baton
just before he finished his leg. Gray
ran back to pick it up, but made up
some good time when he handed off
to Einbinder, who gave Scrudato
good position with Union’s Jon Jack-
son, who pulled slightly ahead on the
final lap to win with a time of 10:37.1
to the Blue Devils’ 10:37.9.

Blue Devils Tyler Cusick, Andrew
Flood, Kevin Ramos and Julian
Applebaum finished second in the
4x800 with a time of 8:15.3. Blue
Devils Ricardo Johnson and Jhakyse
Williams placed second in the long
jump with a distance of 40’11.75”.
In the girls’ events, Raiders Sara
Canfield (16’7”) and Whitney Adams
(15’10.5”) took top honors in the
long jump with a distance of 32’5.5”.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 ELM STREET

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY 07090
Notice is hereby given to the legal voters of the Westfield school district, in the County of Union, of the State of New Jersey, that a

Public Hearing will be held on Tuesday, April 28, 2020 at 7:00 pm for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the following budget
for the 2020-21 school year via the following WebEx link:

https://westfieldnjk12.webex.com/westfieldnjk12/onstage/g.php?MTID=eb81a83bd9da6f8301b72ec7655459f89
Dana Sullivan,

School Business Administrator

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

ENROLLMENT CATEGORIES October 15, 2018 October 15, 2019 October 15, 2020
Actual Actual  Estimated

Pupils On Roll Regular Full-Time 5,213 5,183 5,172
Pupils On Roll Regular Shared-Time 7 12 13
Pupils On Roll - Special Full-Time 965 992 1,009
Pupils On Roll - Special Shared-Time 30 26 24
Subtotal - Pupils On Roll 6,215 6,213 6,218
Private School Placements 54 46 45
Pupils Sent to Other Dists - Spec Ed Prog 25 31 16
Pupils Received 10 13 16
Pupils in State Facilities 0 1 1

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED REVENUES

Budget Category Account 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Revised Proposed

Operating Budget:
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy 10-1210 98,644,716 101,420,397 103,448,805
Total Tuition 10-1300 101,757 74,000 80,000
Transportation Fees from Individuals 10-1410 19,980 15,000 36,000
Transportation Fees from Other Local Education Authorities10-1420-1440 2,370 0 0
Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 2,092,496 869,750 830,000
Other Restricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 0 50,000 50,000
Total Revenues from Local Sources 100,861,319 102,429,147 104,444,805

Revenues from State Sources:
Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 575,681 575,681 575,681
Extraordinary Aid 10-3131 1,425,035 975,000 975,000
Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 2,815,067 3,267,760 3,992,194
Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 437,833 437,833 437,833
Other State Aids 10-3XXX 84,269 0 0
Total Revenues from State Sources 5,337,885 5,256,274 5,980,708

Revenues from Federal Sources:
Medicaid Reimbursement 10-4200 48,938 65,892 38,503
Total Revenues from Federal Sources 48,938 65,892 38,503

Budgeted Fund Balance-Operating Budget 10-303 0 1,849,078 1,980,969
Withdrawal from Capital Reserve for Local Share 10-307 0 762,284 8,423,390
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 0 393,297 0
Actual Revenues (Over)/Under Expenditures 3,203,158 0 0
Total Operating Budget 109,451,300 110,755,972 120,868,375

Grants and Entitlements:
Other Revenue from Local Sources 20-1XXX 483,799 705,391 0
Total Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 483,799 705,391 0

Revenues from State Sources:
Other Restricted Entitlements 20-32XX 258,151 286,321 243,376
Total Revenues from State Sources 258,151 286,321 243,376

Revenues from Federal Sources:
Title I 20-4411-4416 167,185 149,718 123,112
Title II 20-4451-4455 78,308 80,047 66,507
Title III 20-4491-4494 18,906 27,108 12,861
Title IV 20-4471-4474 7,102 14,744 8,500
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 1,483,524 1,546,983 1,260,450
Total Revenues from Federal Sources 1,755,025 1,818,600 1,471,430
Total Grants and Entitlements 2,496,975 2,810,312 1,714,806

Repayment of Debt:
Transfers from Other Funds 40-5200 123,734 0 0

Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy 40-1210 3,289,272 3,329,393 2,701,644
Total Revenues from Local Sources 3,289,272 3,329,393 2,701,644

Revenues from State Sources:
Debt Service Aid Type II 40-3160 771,908 779,119 833,695
Budgeted Fund Balance 40-303 0 1 123,734
Total Local Repayment of Debt 4,184,914 4,108,513 3,659,073
Actual Revenues (Over)/Under Expenditures -69,439 0 0
Total Repayment of Debt 4,115,475 4,108,513 3,659,073
Total Revenues/Sources 116,063,750 117,674,797 126,242,254
Total Revenues/Sources Net of Transfers 116,063,750 117,674,797 126,242,254

UNION - WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

Budget Category Account 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Revised Proposed

General Current Expense:
Instruction:
Regular Programs-Instruction 11-1XX-100-XXX 34,853,165 35,224,609 36,014,701
Special Education-Instruction 11-2XX-100-XXX 8,394,457 8,777,851 8,873,732
Basic Skills/Remedial-Instruction 11-230-100-XXX 1,014,231 1,112,723 1,136,708
Bilingual Education-Instruction 11-240-100-XXX 164,562 171,877 217,102
School-Sponsored Cocurricular
     or Extracurricular Activities-Instruction 11-401-100-XXX 455,378 481,891 484,095
School-Sponsored Athletics-Instruction 11-402-100-XXX 1,300,806 1,335,839 1,409,562
Summer School 11-422-XXX-XXX 7,114 7,780 7,784
Support Services:
Undistributed Expenditures-Instruction (Tuition) 11-000-100-XXX 5,139,929 5,816,039 6,695,637
Undistributed Expenditures-Attendance
     and Social Work 11-000-211-XXX 39,435 41,571 43,596
Undistributed Expenditures-Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 1,348,689 1,401,066 1,435,751
Undistributed Expenditures-Speech, OT, PT
     and Related Services 11-000-216-XXX 3,235,861 3,193,404 3,206,663
Undistributed Expenditures–Other Support Services,
     Students–Extraordinary Services 11-000-217-XXX 1,881,630 2,147,794 2,341,427
Undistributed Expenditures-Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 2,324,196 2,439,391 2,526,219
Undistributed Expenditures-Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 2,167,132 2,308,227 2,334,489
Undistributed Expenditures-Improvement
     of Instruction Services 11-000-221-XXX 1,444,130 1,440,031 1,477,954
Undistributed Expenditures-Education
     Media Services/Library 11-000-222-XXX 1,169,046 1,203,545 1,187,695
Undistributed Expenditures-Instructional
     Staff Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 121,190 132,826 113,689

Undistributed Expenditures-Support
     Services-General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 1,944,400 2,475,630 2,279,473
Undistributed Expenditures-Support
     Services-School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 3,430,923 3,621,498 3,644,157
Undistributed Expenditures-Central Services 11-000-251-XXX 1,320,616 1,457,054 1,454,795
Undistributed Expenditures-Administrative
     InformationTechnology 11-000-252-XXX 947,647 1,235,458 1,225,651
Undistributed Expenditures-Operation and
     Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 6,188,601 6,375,848 6,661,834
Undistributed Expenditures-Student
     Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 3,171,761 3,627,455 3,876,881
Personal Services-Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 18,353,011 22,233,255 22,489,404
Total Undistributed Expenditures 54,228,197 61,150,092 62,995,315
Increase In Maintenance Reserve 10-606 0 99,078 100,000
Total General Current Expense 100,417,910 108,361,740 111,238,999

Capital Expenditures:
Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-730 1,382,111 528,896 0
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-400-XXX 379,916 59,158 48,016
Capital Reserve-Transfer to Capital Projects 12-000-400-931 7,231,188 762,284 8,423,390
Increase In Capital Reserve 10-604 0 1,000,000 1,130,969
Total Capital Outlay 8,993,215 2,350,338 9,602,375
Transfer of Funds to Charter Schools 10-000-100-56X 40,175 43,894 27,001
General Fund Grand Total 109,451,300 110,755,972 120,868,375

Special Grants and Entitlements:
Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 483,799 705,391 0
Other State Projects:
Nonpublic Textbooks 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 16,329 22,613 19,223
Nonpublic Auxiliary Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 67,852 50,083 42,570
Nonpublic Handicapped Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 90,244 92,218 78,386
Nonpublic Nursing Services 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 29,578 41,613 35,371
Nonpublic Technology Initiative 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 13,514 15,444 13,128
Nonpublic Security Aid 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 40,634 64,350 54,698
Total Other State Projects 258,151 286,321 243,376
Total State Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 258,151 286,321 243,376
Federal Projects:
Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 167,185 149,718 123,112
Title II 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 78,308 80,047 66,507
Title III 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 18,906 27,108 12,861
Title IV 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 7,102 14,744 8,500
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 1,483,524 1,546,983 1,260,450
Total Federal Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 1,755,025 1,818,600 1,471,430
Total Special Revenue Funds 2,496,975 2,810,312 1,714,806

Repayment of Debt:
Total Regular Debt Service 40-701-510-XXX 4,115,475 4,108,513 3,659,073
Total Debt Service Funds 4,115,475 4,108,513 3,659,073
Total Expenditures/Appropriations 116,063,750 117,674,797 126,242,254
Total Expenditures Net of Transfers 116,063,750 117,674,797 126,242,254

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCE

Budget Category Audited Audited Estimated Estimated
Balance Balance Balance Balance

6/30/2018 6/30/2019 6/30/2020 6/30/2021
Unrestricted:
—General Operating Budget 2,637,584 3,080,166 2,722,527 2,207,254
—Repayment of Debt 54,296 123,735 123,734 0
Restricted for Specific Purposes - General Operating Budget:
—Capital Reserve 10,565,727 7,582,812 8,920,528 1,628,107
—Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
—Maintenance Reserve 1,647,614 2,009,505 2,108,583 2,208,583
—Legal Reserve 3,353,641 2,957,135 1,465,696 0
—Tuition Reserve 0 0 0 0
—Current Expense Emergency Reserve 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000
—Impact Aid Reserve for General Expenses
     (Sections 8002 and 8003) 0 0 0 0
—Impact Aid Reserve for Capital Expenses
     (Sections 8007 and 8008) 0 0 0 0
Repayment of Debt:
—Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION  -  WESTFIELD TOWN

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

Per Pupil Cost Calculations 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Actual Original Revised Proposed
Costs Costs Budget Budget Budget

Total Budgetary Comparative Per Pupil Cost $13,803 $14,872 $15,683 $15,941 $16,208
Total Classroom Instruction $8,520 $9,112 $9,557 $9,647 $9,819
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits $8,177 $8,744 $9,196 $9,320 $9,507
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks $261 $292 $245 $222 $207
Classroom-Purchased Services $82 $77 $116 $106 $105
Total Support Services $2,451 $2,729 $2,844 $2,928 $2,998
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits $2,144 $2,317 $2,459 $2,494 $2,575
Total Administrative Costs $1,421 $1,503 $1,631 $1,744 $1,711
Administration Salaries and Benefits $1,154 $1,227 $1,287 $1,333 $1,341
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant $1,100 $1,179 $1,284 $1,247 $1,291
Operations and Maintenance-Salaries and Benefits $757 $811 $858 $869 $871
Board Contribution to Food Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Total Extracurricular Costs $312 $349 $368 $374 $389
Total Equipment Costs $171 $223 $61 $85 $0
Legal Costs $23 $29 $54 $81 $54
Employee Benefits as a percentage of salaries* 25.19% 28.42% 33.59% 33.40% 32.98%

*Does not include pension and social security paid by the State on-behalf of the district.
** Federal and State funds in the blended resource school-based budgets.

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the Taxpayers Guide to Education Spending and can be found on the Department of Education website: http://www.state.nj.us/
education/guide/. This publication is also available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations were performed using
the 2019-20 revised appropriations and the 2020-21 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget. Total Budgetary
Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Funding Source

Request to for Request
Project Dollar Eligible Exceed to Exceed

Description/Activity Number Amount for Grant Referendum Referendum
WHS Synthetic Turf 5730-050-18-4000 $4,400,000 N N
EIS replace HVAC controls 5730-070-17-2000 $210,000 Y N
FES replace HVAC controls 5730-100-17-1000 $225,000 Y N
JES exterior door replacment 5730-120-20-0000 $216,563 Y N
JES replace HVAC controls 5730-120-17-1000 $225,000 Y N
JES Rooms A & B reconfiguration 5730-120-20-2000 $854,438 Y N
JES Toilet Renovations 5730-120-20-3000 $439,688 Y N
JES replace obsolete classroom sink 5730-120-17-2000 $79,000 Y N
LES replace HVAC contols 5730-170-20-0000 $261,250 Y N
RIS replace HVAC controls 5730-160-17-1000 $295,313 Y N
TES replace HVAC controls 5730-145-20-0000 $225,000 Y N
WHS replace HVAC controls 5730-050-17-1000 $168,125 Y N
WAES Toilet Renovations 5730-150-20-0000 $439,638 Y N
Room 500 Renovations 5730-160-20-1000 $196,875 Y N
Installation of air conditioning in IT center 5730-050-19-2000 $187,500 N N

The complete budget will be posted on the district website at https://www.westfieldnjk12.org/ under Business Office.
The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the New Jersey Student Learning Standard adopted by the State

Board of Education.

1 T - 4/23/20, The Leader Fee: $664.02

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

https://westfieldnjk12.webex.com/westfieldnjk12/onstage/g.php?MTID=eb81a83bd9da6f8301b72ec7655459f89


A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 23, 2020 Page 11

– Obituaries –

Louis Joseph Durante

Louis J. Durante, 97, WWII Veteran;
Westfield Resident For 55 Years

Louis Joseph Durante, a 55-year
resident of Westfield, N.J., passed
away on Monday, April 13, 2020, at
the age of 97. Lou was the seventh,
and last living, of the
eight children of Ital-
ian immigrants, An-
thony and Maria
(Sbano) Durante.

Lou grew up in Jersey
City, N.J., graduating
from Lincoln High
School there. In 1942,
he enlisted in the U.S.
Army Air Corps, serv-
ing during World War II
in Europe and North Af-
rica as a radio operator
on a B-24 Liberator
bomber (376th Heavy
Bombardment Group). During his
time in military service, he survived
two plane crashes, including one that
he dryly referred to as “the big one.”

Following World War II, Lou was
honorably discharged from the U.S.
Army and earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in Engineering from Cornell
University, Class of 1949. He later
married Frederica (Holt) Durante and
had two children, Paul and Kathryn.
Lou raised his family in Westfield

and had a long career in manufactur-
ing, sales, and sales management
before retiring.

Lou is remembered as a generous
person who loved his
large extended family,
often entertaining them
with humor and his own
original poetry. He is
also remembered as one
of the world’s greatest
Frank Sinatra fans.

Lou was preceded in
death by his beloved wife,
Freddie, in 2006. He is
survived by a large and
loving extended family
including his son, Paul
Durante (Philadelphia,
Pa.); daughter, Kathryn

Durante Dunkley (Raleigh, N.C.); son-
in-law, Craig Dunkley; two grandchil-
dren, Reagan and Brooke Dunkley;
and a host of nieces, nephews, and
many others who will miss him greatly.

A memorial service and celebra-
tion of Lou’s life will be held as soon
as it is permitted, given the current
pandemic.

Arrangements are by Dooley Fu-
neral Home of Cranford.

April 23, 2020

Lois Powers-Boyle, 89, of Westfield;
Had Retired From Schering-Plough

Margaret Lermond, 98, Enjoyed
Family, Music, Reading, Plays

Margaret Lermond, 98, passed away
during the night at Fox Trail Memory
Care Living in South River, N.J. She
was born and grew up in Westfield,
N.J., as one of four daughters of Alice
and Paul Pierce. Margaret loved to act
in college plays, go to the beach and
play the piano. She often told her three
girls about spending summers in Peaks
Island, Maine, where she and her sis-
ters, Lois, Betty and Paula, played
hide-and-seek in the old Victorian
house they stayed in.

After majoring in Education at
Bates College in New York City,
Margaret taught nursery school for
several years before marrying a dash-
ing young artist, Ralph Lermond.
Margaret and Ralph later moved to
Yonkers, New York, where they raised
three daughters, Katherine, Annette
and Deanna. She and Ralph retired to
live in Fanwood, New Jersey, where

they lived for 25 years. She loved to
read, listen to classical music, partici-
pate in the Women’s Club of Fanwood,
and attend book club meetings and
the First Congregational Church of
Westfield. Her daughters remember
her love of sweets (especially choco-
late), outings to the beach and neigh-
borhood pool, reading bedtime sto-
ries, and playing Christmas carols on
the piano during the holidays. In later
life, Margaret volunteered at the
beauty shop of a local nursing home
and attended plays at the Paper Mill
Playhouse along with her sister Lois
and brother-in-law, Douglas.

Margaret is survived by her sister
Lois Purdy; her daughters, Katherine,
Annette and Deanna; grandchildren,
Sean, Jesse, Danielle, Michelle, Paul
and Vera, as well as her great-grand-
son, Christopher.

In lieu of flowers, the family sug-
gests a donation to the First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield, New Jer-
sey. Arrangements were entrusted to
Memorial Funeral Home in Fanwood.

April 23, 2020

Lois Powers-Boyle, 89, of
Westfield died on Tuesday, April 7,
2020. Born in Elizabeth on Septem-
ber 7, 1930, she was the daughter of
Tom and Julia (Seiss) Powers. She
attended St. Mary’s High School in
Elizabeth and the School of Fashion
Design in New York City. Mrs. Pow-
ers-Boyle worked in the Engineering
Department at Schering-Plough in
Kenilworth, retiring in 1989.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents; her brother, Tom, and her step-
daughter, Patricia. She is survived
by her husband, The Hon. John Boyle
of Westfield, and her stepchildren,
John of Point Pleasant, Michael and
Jeffrey, both of Scotch Plains,

Kathleen of Forked River, Christo-
pher and Timothy, both of Westfield,
Genevieve of Harper’s Ferry, W.Va.,
and William of Washington, D.C.
She leaves behind her beloved sis-
ter-in-law, Nancy; nieces, Susan and
Anne; nephews, Tom and Jim; eleven
grandchildren, six great-grandchil-
dren, and last but not least, her cher-
ished cat, Lacy.

Due to COVID-19, interment was
private. A memorial service will be
announced at a later date. In lieu of
flowers, donations in her memory
can be made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38104, or at stjude.org.

April 23, 2020

Peter Cunicella, 96, WHS Class of 1941;
Enjoyed Golfing, Gardening, N.J. Shore
Peter Cunicella, 96, passed away

peacefully at his home in Scotch Plains
on Tuesday, March 31, 2020. Born on
April 26, 1923 in Westfield to Nicho-
las and Margaret Cunicella, he attended
Westfield High School, Class of 1941.

Peter helped his mother with the
family grocery store, Liberty Su-
per Market, for many years as well
as managing the family rental prop-
erties.

Peter was an avid golfer, enjoyed
ballroom dancing, and was a master
gardener. He loved going down the
shore, sitting on the promenade and
watching the people go by. He would

also sit and watch the boats go by and
the sea birds fly.

He was predeceased by his parents,
Nicholas and Margaret Cunicella, and
by his two brothers, Arthur and Vito.
He is survived by several nephews
and a niece.

Private services were entrusted
to the Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home in Westfield. Interment took
place at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield. A Memorial Mass will
be celebrated at a later date. To
leave a condolence message, visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

April 23, 2020

E. Clifford Hall, Jr., 85,
Retired From Merrill Lynch

Earl Clifford Hall, Jr., age 85, of
Scotch Plains, N.J., and Bonita
Springs, Fla., passed away peacefully
at home on Tuesday, April 7, 2020.

He was born to the late Earl Clifford
Hall, Sr. and Janet MacLaren Hall on
March 14, 1935 in Philadelphia, Pa.
He attended Lower Merion High
School in Ardmore, Pa., and gradu-
ated from Yale University in New
Haven, Conn.

He married Holly Rich in October
1960 and they were happily married
for 59 years. They moved to Westfield
in 1963, and have lived in the area
ever since. Cliff is survived by Holly
and their three children, David
(Maribeth Preston) and their son, Jack,
Holly (Tim Smith) and their two chil-
dren, Connor and Holly, and Marnee
(Brendan Anderson) and their three
children, Collin, Trent and Britt.

Cliff and Holly were members of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
Echo Lake Country Club and
Westfield Tennis Club. He enjoyed
playing tennis, golf and paddle tennis
with friends and family.

Upon graduating from Yale, he
began his career at Johnson &
Johnson, and finished his career at
Merrill Lynch.

He retired to Bonita Springs, Fla.,
in 2000, where he was a member of
the Bonita Bay Club. He enjoyed
golf, bike riding and bocce with his
many friends.

In lieu of flowers, please send do-
nations to The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, 140 Mountain Avenue,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. A memorial
service will be held at the church at a
later date.

April 23, 2020

Eileen Perley, 92, Lived In Westfield;
Cherished By Her Family and Friends

Eileen Perley

Eileen Gerard Perley, 92, of
Westfield passed away peacefully
on Saturday morning, April 11,
2020.

Born in New York City on March
1, 1928, Eileen graduated from
Tuckahoe High School and studied
at Packard Junior Col-
lege and Hunter Col-
lege. Afterwards she
worked in Rockefeller
Center for the
Branham Company.
Eileen met her future
husband,  Harry
(“Bob”) Perley, Jr.,
while he was attend-
ing Princeton Univer-
sity, and they married
on November 4, 1951.
After several moves
while raising three
children, Eileen and
Bob arrived in
Westfield, N.J., in 1967. During
the 1980s, they spent two years in
Saudi Arabia, where Bob worked
on an ExxonMobil project. This
assignment afforded them the op-
portunity to do several tours cov-
ering Europe and Egypt. After two
years, they capped their adventure
with a round-the-world tour before
returning back to Westfield. Eileen
called Westfield home for 49 years.

Eileen and Bob enjoyed golfing
and tennis at the Echo Lake Coun-
try Club and Westfield Tennis Club.
Eileen became an accomplished
member of the women’s 18 Holers
group. This success vexed her hus-
band, as she was more than his
equal at golf. Eileen was also ac-
tive in several service organiza-
tions including the garden club and
historical society.

In 2016, Eileen moved to the
Brightview Warren Senior Assisted
Living Center in Warren, N.J. She
quickly became “the Mayor” for
the center. Eileen’s family wishes
to thank all of the Brightview staff
for making her recent years so en-
joyable and caring.

Eileen (“Grams” to her
grandkids) is loved and greatly
cherished by her family and friends.
She would always greet  her
grandkids and great-grandkids with
a smile and a grand affectionate
hug. They all have special stories
of Grams, her antics and her uplift-

ing compliments (always a kind
word), despite whatever the cir-
cumstances may have been. Eileen
adored visiting New York City, es-
pecially the theater, restaurants and
stores. Rockefeller Center at
Christmas was always a special

time for her. She never
tired of walking blocks
and blocks, even in her
later years, to window-
shop and enjoy the
sights. Always friendly
and outgoing, Eileen
knew everyone and
would always be say-
ing “Oh Hi!” to some-
one at the club, at Holy
Trinity Church, her gar-
den club friends and
more.

Eileen was preceded
in death by her hus-
band, Bob, of 57 affec-

tionate years, and her parents,
Harry and Elizabeth Gerard.

Eileen is survived by her two
siblings, Marie Malone and Ber-
nard Gerard. Further, she is sur-
vived by her three children, Beth
Kroncke, Dave Perley and Doug
Perley. She is missed by her four
grandchildren, Lauren Hayes, Neil
Kroncke, Meghan Leggett and
Kathleen Perley, and also missed
by her eight great-grandchildren,
Owen, Finley and Carson Hayes,
Aiden Kroncke, Everett Becraft,
Graham, Campbell and James
Leggett.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic,
a private funeral service was held
on Thursday, April 16, 2020, at
Higgins and Bonner Echo Lake
Funeral Home of Westfield, fol-
lowed by a private gravesite cer-
emony at Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Children’s Specialized
Hospital – Mountainside at 150 New
Providence Road, Mountainside,
N.J. 07092, or to the Alzheimer’s
Association Greater New Jersey
Chapter. If you wish, please direct
tribute acknowledgements to Beth
Kroncke at 217 Prospect Avenue,
#8-4B, Cranford, N.J. 07016, and
she will let the rest of the family
know of your kindness and memo-
rial for our Eileen.

April 23, 2020

Louis Strano, 93
Beloved Father and Grandfather

Louis Strano, 93, of Linden,
N.J., passed away at Clark Nurs-
ing & Rehabilitation Center, sur-
rounded by his loving family, on
Friday, April 17, 2020.

Born in Elizabeth,
N.J., to the late Pasquale
and Domenica Strano,
Louis was an amazing
man with many talents
and always made time
for his family and
friends.

Louis was a World
War II veteran and
served with the U.S.
Navy for over two
years on the USS Co-
lumbus with the rank
of Seaman 1st Class.
After being discharged
from the U.S. Navy, he
then proceeded to go
to trade school and became a pro-
fessional painter and paper hanger,
which led to starting his own busi-
ness to serve his local community.
In his spare time, Louis loved pur-
chasing and restoring antique clas-
sic cars. All who had the pleasure
of knowing and meeting Louis

knows how special of a man he
was and how deeply missed he
will be.

He was the beloved husband of
Edith (Paone) Strano; devoted fa-

ther of Louis Strano, Jr.
and his wife, Georgina,
Gary Strano and his
wife, Vivian, and Chris-
topher Strano and his
wife, Laurene; loving
brother  of  Mary
DiSavino and the late
George Strano and Pat
Strano, and cherished
grandfather of Shane
Claire  Strano and
Colton Louis Strano.

A Funeral visitation
wil l  be  offered a t
Krowicki McCracken
Funeral Home in Lin-
den privately to imme-

diate family only. Louis will be
laid in his final resting place at
Saint  Ger t rude Cemetery in
Colonia, N.J.

In lieu of flowers, please make
donations in Louis’ name to Hos-
pice of New Jersey, (973) 893-0818.
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Louis Strano

Nancy Kohlenberger, 61, Very Active
In Fanwood Presbyterian Church

Nancy Kohlenberger, 61, passed
away peacefully on Wednesday, April
8, 2020, at Center for Hope Hospice
in Scotch Plains after a battle with
breast cancer. Born in Plainfield,
Nancy lived in Scotch Plains prior to
moving to Cranford 14 years ago.

Nancy was a graduate of the Uni-
versity of Delaware, with a bachelor’s
degree in elementary education. She
had worked for Major Mills in Clark
for over 25 years and as a salesperson
with Schwartz Design Showroom in
Metuchen.

Nancy was a very active member of
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
where she served as an Elder, was a
member of the choir, and was the

chairperson of the Worship and Mu-
sic Committee.

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, Henry and Nancy Kohlenberger,
and by her sister, Jane. She is sur-
vived by her siblings, Randy
Kohlenberger (Jil), Diana Shoback
(Joe), Sue Kelly (Denis) and Lynn
Mittelstaedt (Ronald).

Due to the current restrictions be-
cause of COVID-19, a public Memo-
rial Service will be scheduled at a
later date. Arrangements were en-
trusted to Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood. For additional information
or to sign the guestbook, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

April 23, 2020

Edward Donald Gragnano
A Life Well Lived

Edward D. Gragnano

It is with heavy hearts that we
announce the passing of Edward
Donald Gragnano, 84, of Brielle.

Ed passed away at his home on
the morning of Monday, April 13.

He was born on Octo-
ber 28, 1935 at St. Clair
Hospital, Downtown
Manhattan. He attended
New York City grammar
schools and the presti-
gious Brooklyn Techni-
cal High School, where
he played football.

He graduated from
Fairleigh Dickinson
University, Rutherford
Campus, Class of 1962,
and was president of the
Sigma Chi Omega Fra-
ternity there.

After a deployment in the U.S.
Army during the Korean War, sta-
tioned at bases in Wisconsin and
New Mexico, Ed started his career
at Olivetti, then Merck Pharmaceu-
ticals, and finally switched indus-
tries to work for Joseph E. Seagram
& Sons, where he had a long and
storied career in Sales and Market-
ing for more than 30 years.

Ed lived with his family in
Westfield during this time, where
he was known to throw a “few”
great parties. He also served as
founder and president of the
Stoneleigh Park Homeowners’ As-
sociation.

After suffering a stroke in 2003,
Ed moved to Brielle with his wife,
and enjoyed living on the 11th fair-

way of his beloved Manasquan
River Golf Club, where he had been
an avid golfer and member for 40-
plus years.

He is survived by his “first wife”
of 50 years, Kathryn D.
(Crowley) Gragnano,
Brielle, and their loving
children, Joseph A.
Gragnano, son, and
Nicole M. (Gragnano)
Behler, daughter; her
husband, Jon, as well as
his adoring granddaugh-
ters, Rose and Daphne
Behler, all of Spring
Lake. He is also survived
by his loving niece, Nora
Jo (Gragnano) Andersen,
her husband, William,
and their daughter,

Sarina, of Copiague, N.Y.
Ed will be sorely missed by his

brothers and sisters-in-law, Barbara
(Crowley) Frank, of Lake Como,
N.J., Bill Crowley, of Virginia Beach,
Va., Dennis and Sharon Crowley, of
East Hanover, Tommy and Virginia
Crowley, of Spring Lake, and all of
their children and grandchildren, who
knew him fondly as “Uncle Eddie.”

In lieu of flowers, a donation in
Ed’s name can be made to the
Brielle First Aid Squad and Police
Department.

In recognition of the current
health crisis, a memorial Mass will
be held at a later date at Saint
Catharine Roman Catholic Church
of Spring Lake.

April 23, 2020 PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 5/7/29 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFER-
ENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:
Intersection Improvement Program, Contract 2017-1, Contract No. SWI173010;
Route 1 & 9 and Avenue C, MP 40.01, Linden Township, Union County; Route
46 and New Road, MP 50.29, Parsippany-Troy Hills Township, Morris County;

Route 27 (Rahway Avenue) and Route 439 (S. Elmora Avenue), MP 32.98,
Elizabeth City, Union County

Federal Project No: HSIP-D00S(357); UPC NO: 173010; DP No: 20116
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act

of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OB-
TAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856 Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/16/20, 04/23/20 and 04/30/20, The Leader Fee: $226.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2169

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD REGARDING
ROAD OPENINGS AND
STREET PAVING

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
April 14, 2020.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $17.85
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Elizabeth Brown, 82, Former Resident
And Graduate of Westfield High School
Elizabeth Whalen Brown, 82, passed

away quietly into the Lord’s arms on
Monday, April 13, 2020, at home,
surrounded by her devoted family.
Elizabeth and her twin were the first
set of twins born at Rahway Hospital.
She grew up in Westfield. After gradu-
ating from Westfield High School, she
and her family moved to
Scotch Plains. Elizabeth
worked for Prudential In-
surance in Newark for sev-
eral years. While commut-
ing by train to work, Eliza-
beth met the love of her
life, Kenneth Brown, a
handsome, young train-
man on the Central Jersey
Railroad. They married
and briefly lived in North
Plainfield before settling
in South Plainfield, rais-
ing their three loving
daughters. Elizabeth was
an active member of
school PTAs, the Republican Club
Committee, and a Brownie Leader.
She enjoyed bowling, playing bingo,
and crocheting baby blankets, which
she generously gave to friends and
strangers. She had a love for cross-
word puzzles, reading, cooking, and
baking. She loved to entertain. Most
of all, Elizabeth loved Christmas. She
was an ultimate shopper and always
gave generously to her family, friends,
and especially those less fortunate.
She was known as Nanny to all chil-
dren. There was nothing she enjoyed
more than helping people. Whether
Elizabeth was helping out at fundraisers
or donating monetarily to St. Jude, the
March of Dimes, or countless dona-
tions anonymously given, she was a
genuinely generous and caring per-
son. Elizabeth had many friends and
enjoyed taking vacations with them to
Europe, or on Caribbean cruises, or
weekend resorts. She was the life of
the party, always making people laugh
or playing practical jokes and simply
enjoying life. She loved nature and all
animals, especially her Bichon Frise,
Cha-Cha, who was faithful and re-

mained by her side until the end.
Elizabeth was predeceased by her

parents, Walter and Eugenie Zipprich
Whalen, and her older sisters, Jean
Hepburn and Mary Guilloux. She is
survived by her adoring husband,
Kenneth, of almost 58 years. She
leaves behind her three loving daugh-

ters and their husbands,
Beth and Brett Giakas of
Kingwood, N.J., Jean and
Michael Brennan of
Churchville, Pa., and
Kendra and Robert Nestor
of Newtown, Pa.

Elizabeth is also sur-
vived by her seven grand-
children, Nicholas (Brit-
tany) Giakas, Christopher
Giakas, Amanda and
Audra Brennan, Ashley
(Daniel) Moore, Erin and
Megan Gallagher.

Elizabeth also leaves
behind her twin sister and

brother-in-law, Carolyn and Roland
Keane of South Plainfield, and her
younger sister, Patricia Feigenbutz of
Obernburg, N.Y. She also leaves be-
hind her nephews, Roland, Daniel and
Timothy Keane and Andrew
Feigenbutz. She loved them all so much.

Elizabeth is survived by her two
lifelong girlfriends, Connie Sturiale
Devico of Scotch Plains and Regina
Hollis Jones of South Plainfield, whom
she loved, valued, and treasured.

Elizabeth’s family would like to
thank the Kingwood Barracks New
Jersey State Police, Kingwood and
Stockton Rescue Squads/EMTs and
the Hunterdon Medical Center’s Doc-
tors, Nurses and staff for their dedi-
cated service in caring for her over
the years.

Private arrangements have been
entrusted to the McCriskin-Gustafson
Home For Funerals, 2425 Plainfield
Avenue, South Plainfield, N.J. 07080.

To send online condolences to the
Brown family, please visit Mrs.
Brown’s webpage at
www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com.

April 23, 2020

Elizabeth Brown
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          Obituaries ContinuedAndrew Kowalczyk, Extraordinary
Man With a Heart of Service

Andrew “Andy” Kowalczyk, 63,
passed away on Monday, April 6,
2020, in Coral Gables, Florida, due
to Covid-19.

He was born April 1, 1957 in New
Brunswick, N.J., and
raised in Westfield, N.J.

He graduated from
Westfield High School
in 1975, where he was
active in several sports
but most known for be-
ing the lead singer in his
band “Cadillac.”

He graduated from
West Chester University
in 1979.

After working in Fi-
nance in New York for
many years, he founded
AK Capital in 1998 with
offices in New York and
Florida.

Andy had a heart of service,
whether working with philanthro-
pies like the Wounded Warrior
Project, ALS and Wings Over Wall
Street, or helping people individu-
ally. He had genuine concern for his
fellow man. He believed the best
way to lift oneself up was to help
someone else in need. His FB posts
often encouraged others to have the
Best Day Ever (BDE). He was all
about having fun while creating
value and inspiring people to live
their best lives.

One of his favorite projects was an
album he produced to help aid, em-
power and inspire the New Orleans

recovery after Katrina. The album,
“Sing Me Back Home,” brought won-
derful artists, headliners in their own
right, together under the name New
Orleans Social Club. Among them,

Leo Nocentelli, George
Porter, Jr., Trombone
Shorty, Irma Thomas, Cyril
and Ivan Neville, and John
Boutte, to name a few.

Andy was an avid reader,
always seeking personal
growth through education,
prayer and meditation.

He was a beautiful
soul, the kindest and best
of men.

He loved music, espe-
cially Rock ‘n’ Roll.

He adored his family,
stating his father was his
best friend.

His incredible joy for life was
matched by the unquenchable fire
in his belly to make a difference in
people’s lives.

Although he’s gone way too soon,
he lived a life full of love, purpose
and service to his family, friends
and community.

He is survived by his wife of 27
years, Elizabeth (née Bliss); parents,
Edward and Cynthia (Tuccillo)
Kowalczyk; sisters, Margaret Milne
and Paula Kowalczyk Jakob; broth-
ers-in-law, Dave Jakob and Carl Bell,
and extended family.

A memorial will be planned when
the pandemic subsides.

April 23, 2020

Andrew Kowalczyk

Craig Allen Toenes
Longtime Westfield Resident

Craig Allen Toenes

Craig Allen Toenes, a longtime resi-
dent of Westfield, New Jersey, and
the entire continental United States,
passed away on Wednesday, April 8,
2020. He was 65.

Craig had a kind heart and razor-
sharp mind. On the one
hand, he was content to
sit outside, enjoying a cup
of coffee and a cigarette,
yet always ready to lend
an ear when someone
needed to talk or had a
problem that needed to
be solved. Craig had a
way of making a person
feel compassionately
heard, always couching
his advice in a gentle and
conscientious manner.
Talking to him, you got
the sense that he not only
cared deeply about what you were
saying, but who you were as a person.

While Craig was fluent in the lan-
guage of the Jersey working stiff, he
was equally adroit in the role of elo-
quent and insightful scholar. An avid
reader of Jung, Freud, Tolle and
Gurdjieff, Craig’s philosophical
musings revealed a profound knowl-
edge of the esoteric while showcas-
ing an unexpectedly extensive vo-
cabulary. When discussing his favor-
ite ideologies, you wouldn’t have to
talk to him for long before realizing
that his “oars” extended deep into the
proverbial waters.

Over the span of his life, Craig
authored two dozen books of poetry
and a broad catalog of songs, many of
which can be heard on Soundcloud

and other sites. A gifted musician, Craig
was most at home behind a piano or
guitar, where he never ceased to de-
light his fans and family of trained
musicians with his complex harmo-
nies and adept skills at improvisation.

A Linux evangelist,
Craig engaged in a never-
ending quest to build the
ultimate computer by in-
stalling just the right com-
bination of software and
hardware patches.

A jack of many trades,
Craig claimed to have had
held two hundred differ-
ent jobs in cities across
the U.S., like San Fran-
cisco; Bellingham, Wash-
ington; Houston and Fre-
mont, Nebraska. His no-
blest vocation, however,

was caring for his parents in their
later years. Craig was a loving son
and brother, who will be sorely missed.

Craig was preceded in death by his
father, George, and his mother, Vir-
ginia. He is survived by his siblings,
Richard William Toenes (Carey Ann
Strelecki) and Valerie Ann Toenes; his
aunt, Sara Jane Toenes, and his be-
loved niece and nephews, Jillon De-
von McGreal, Richard Phelan
McGreal and Kevin William McGreal.

A celebration of Craig’s life will be
held at a later date.

Dooley Colonial Funeral Home in
Westfield, New Jersey, is handling
the arrangements. Online condo-
lences may be offered at
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.

April 23, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the legal voters of the Garwood School District, in the County of Union, of the State of New Jersey,
that a Public Hearing will be held digitally at the following web address https://www.garwoodschools.org/  on Tuesday, May 5, 2020 at
7:00 pm, for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the budget for the 2020-2021 school year.

The complete budget will be on file and open to examination at the Board Office located in Lincoln School, 400 Second Avenue,
Garwood, Union County, New Jersey between the hours of 8:30 am and 3:30 pm Monday through Friday, excluding holidays.

The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards adopted by the
State Board of Education.

Ana Pfalzgraf, MBA, Business Administrator / Board Secretary

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021

UNION - GARWOOD BORO

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

ENROLLMENT CATEGORIES October 15, 2018 October 15, 2019 October 15, 2020
Actual Actual  Estimated

Pupils On Roll Regular Full-Time 303 294 294
Pupils On Roll - Special Full-Time 73 64 64
Subtotal - Pupils On Roll 376 358 358
Private School Placements 4 2 2
Pupils Sent to Other Districts - Reg Prog 109 108 108
Pupils Sent to Other Dists - Spec Ed Prog 19 23 23

UNION - GARWOOD BORO

ADVERTISED REVENUES

Budget Category Account 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Revised Proposed

Operating Budget:
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy 10-1210 7,801,737 7,949,970 8,183,873
Other Local Governmental Units-Unrestricted 10-12XX 12,000 12,000 60,000
Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 83,513 45,000 75,000
Interest Earned on Maintenance Reserve 10-1XXX 0 152,310 0
Total Revenues from Local Sources 7,897,250 8,159,280 8,318,873

Revenues from State Sources:
Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 88,326 88,326 88,326
Extraordinary Aid 10-3131 113,246 68,289 68,289
Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 323,421 342,950 372,413
Equalization Aid 10-3176 77,425 77,425 77,425
Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 11,310 11,310 11,310
Adjustment Aid 10-3178 3,963 3,963 3,963
Other State Aids 10-3XXX 1,160 0 0
Total Revenues from State Sources 618,851 592,263 621,726

Budgeted Fund Balance-Operating Budget 10-303 0 209,990 272,362
Withdrawal from Tuition Reserve for Tuition Adjustments 10-311 0 150,000 150,000
Actual Revenues (Over)/Under Expenditures 42,265 0 0
Total Operating Budget 8,558,366 9,111,533 9,362,961

Grants and Entitlements:
Other Revenue from Local Sources 20-1XXX 210 0 0
Total Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 210 0 0

Revenues from Federal Sources:
Title I 20-4411-4416 31,454 24,800 21,080
Title II 20-4451-4455 10,482 7,543 6,412
Title IV 20-4471-4474 20,000 8,000 6,800
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 99,531 77,038 65,482
Total Revenues from Federal Sources 161,467 117,381 99,774
Total Grants and Entitlements 161,677 117,381 99,774

Repayment of Debt:
Transfers from Capital Reserve 40-5210 118,207 0 0

Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy 40-1210 407,718 526,625 530,300
Total Revenues from Local Sources 407,718 526,625 530,300
Total Local Repayment of Debt 525,925 526,625 530,300
Total Repayment of Debt 525,925 526,625 530,300
Total Revenues/Sources 9,245,968 9,755,539 9,993,035
Deduct Transfer-Transfers from Capital Reserve 40-5210 118,207 0 0
Total Revenues/Sources Net of Transfers 9,127,761 9,755,539 9,993,035

UNION - GARWOOD BORO

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

Budget Category Account 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Revised Proposed

General Current Expense:
Instruction:
Regular Programs-Instruction 11-1XX-100-XXX 1,577,962 1,568,021 1,579,619
Special Education-Instruction 11-2XX-100-XXX 727,373 768,761 754,509
Basic Skills/Remedial-Instruction 11-230-100-XXX 500 100 100
School-Sponsored Cocurricular or
     Extracurricular Activities-Instruction 11-401-100-XXX 33,212 40,692 50,000
School-Sponsored Athletics-Instruction 11-402-100-XXX 25,041 25,716 7,129
Support Services:
Undistributed Expenditures-Instruction (Tuition) 11-000-100-XXX 2,643,173 2,986,295 3,421,525
Undistributed Expenditures-Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 81,200 84,962 80,366
Undistributed Expenditures-Speech, OT, PT
     and Related Services 11-000-216-XXX 270,666 173,859 176,140
Undistributed Expenditures-Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 6,948 57,065 66,465

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
Undistributed Expenditures-Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 203,083 238,447 246,268
Undistributed Expenditures-Improvement of
     Instruction Services 11-000-221-XXX 106,753 77,063 72,837
Undistributed Expenditures-Education Media
     Services/Library 11-000-222-XXX 24,240 25,156 25,655
Undistributed Expenditures-Instructional Staff
     Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 5,435 1,650 1,650
Undistributed Expenditures-Support Services
     -General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 199,322 225,481 227,394
Undistributed Expenditures-Support Services
     -School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 196,911 199,611 193,770
Undistributed Expenditures-Central Services 11-000-251-XXX 145,438 145,250 123,683
Undistributed Expenditures-Administrative
     InformationTechnology 11-000-252-XXX 36,360 39,360 39,107
Undistributed Expenditures-Operation and
     Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 702,854 658,150 644,285
Undistributed Expenditures-Student
     Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 347,987 499,675 489,157
Personal Services-Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 1,003,713 1,114,232 1,133,625
Total Undistributed Expenditures 5,974,083 6,526,256 6,941,927
Interest Earned on Maintenance Reserve 10-606 0 152,310 0
Total General Current Expense 8,338,171 9,081,856 9,333,284

Capital Expenditures:
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-400-XXX 101,987 29,677 29,677
Capital Reserve-Transfer to Repayment of Debt 12-000-400-933 118,207 0 0
Total Capital Outlay 220,194 29,677 29,677
General Fund Grand Total 8,558,365 9,111,533 9,362,961

Special Grants and Entitlements:
Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 210 0 0
Federal Projects:
Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 31,454 24,800 21,080
Title II 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 10,482 7,543 6,412
Title IV 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 20,000 8,000 6,800
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 99,531 77,038 65,482
Total Federal Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 161,467 117,381 99,774
Total Special Revenue Funds 161,677 117,381 99,774

Repayment of Debt:
Total Regular Debt Service 40-701-510-XXX 525,925 526,625 530,300
Total Debt Service Funds 525,925 526,625 530,300
Total Expenditures/Appropriations 9,245,967 9,755,539 9,993,035
Deduct Transfer-Capital Reserve-Transfer to
     Repayment of Debt 12-000-400-933 118,207 0 0
Total Expenditures Net of Transfers 9,127,760 9,755,539 9,993,035

UNION - GARWOOD BORO

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

Budget Category Audited Audited Estimated Estimated
Balance Balance Balance Balance

6/30/2018 6/30/2019 6/30/2020 6/30/2021
Unrestricted:
—General Operating Budget 287,426 347,352 312,362 250,000
—Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0
Restricted for Specific Purposes - General Operating Budget:
—Capital Reserve 945,044 272,844 272,844 272,844
—Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
—Maintenance Reserve 152,310 152,310 304,620 304,620
—Legal Reserve 325,000 385,000 210,000 0
—Tuition Reserve 300,000 300,000 150,000 0
—Current Expense Emergency Reserve 0 0 0 0
—Impact Aid Reserve for General Expenses
     (Sections 8002 and 8003) 0 0 0 0
—Impact Aid Reserve for Capital Expenses
     (Sections 8007 and 8008) 0 0 0 0
Repayment of Debt:
—Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION - GARWOOD BORO

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Actual Original Revised Proposed
Costs Costs Budget Budget Budget

Total Budgetary Comparative Per Pupil Cost $13,729 $14,153 $14,103 $15,206 $15,147
Total Classroom Instruction $7,689 $7,730 $7,828 $8,440 $8,470
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits $7,385 $7,229 $7,465 $8,048 $8,091
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks $259 $451 $350 $377 $372
Classroom-Purchased Services $46 $51 $13 $14 $7
Total Support Services $1,870 $2,246 $2,165 $2,335 $2,367
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits $1,634 $1,765 $1,937 $2,088 $2,065
Total Administrative Costs $1,868 $1,866 $1,935 $2,086 $2,012
Administration Salaries and Benefits $1,490 $1,494 $1,496 $1,613 $1,582
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant $2,081 $2,110 $1,946 $2,098 $2,084
Operations and Maintenance-Salaries and Benefits$1,020 $1,109 $1,015 $1,094 $1,180
Board Contribution to Food Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Total Extracurricular Costs $212 $193 $221 $239 $206
Total Equipment Costs $95 $0 $0 $0 $0
Legal Costs $46 $51 $78 $84 $84
Employee Benefits as a percentage of salaries* 29.97% 29.04% 31.16% 31.16% 31.74%

*Does not include pension and social security paid by the State on-behalf of the district.
** Federal and State funds in the blended resource school-based budgets.

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the Taxpayers Guide to Education Spending and can be found on the Department of Education website: http://www.state.nj.us/
education/guide/. This publication is also available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations were performed using
the 2019-20 revised appropriations and the 2020-21 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget. Total Budgetary
Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $503.37

Richard Crosta, 91, Family Man, Was
U.S. Army Colonel, Ciba-Geigy Rep.
Richard Crosta, 91, of

Mountainside, formerly of Westfield,
passed away peacefully at home on
Wednesday, April 15, 2020, with his
family by his side. He was the son of
Michael and Josephine Crosta of
Bloomfield. After high school, Rich-
ard enlisted in the Army and attained
the rank of colonel. He graduated
from Seton Hall University and was a
Pharmaceutical Representative for
Ciba-Geigy.

He is survived by his wife of 66
years, Anne (née Chirichello); brother,

Alan (wife June), and children,
AnnMaria Chironna (husband Bob),
Michael (wife Karen), Rick (wife
Lisa) and Nancy Landale. He has six
grandchildren and four great-grand-
children. He was a communicant at
the Church of Our Lady of Lourdes.

A memorial mass will be held at a
later date. Richard’s final resting place
will be Arlington National Cemetery.
Memorial donations can be made to
the Center for Hope Hospice in Scotch
Plains, N.J.

April 23, 2020

Helen Davoren, 81
Longtime Westfield Resident

Helen Davoren, 81, passed away
peacefully on Wednesday, April 15,
in Edgewater, N.J., after a long ill-
ness. Born in 1938 in Teaneck, N.J.,
Mrs. Davoren (née Rosendahl) grew
up in Englewood, N.J., and gradu-
ated from St. Cecilia’s High School
in 1956. After earning a bachelor’s
degree in Education from William
Paterson University, Mrs. Davoren
taught elementary school in New
Jersey and California from 1960 to
1965.

A resident of Westfield for 46
years, Mrs. Davoren was a com-
municant of St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church and taught in the

religious education program. She
was a member of the Woman’s
Club of Westfield, working on the
scholarship committee and meals
for the homeless, and was a long-
time member of the YMCA.

Mrs. Davoren is survived by her
son, Doug; sister, Mary, and brothers,
Thomas and Steven. She was prede-
ceased by her parents, Frank and
Louise; her sister, Joan; her brothers,
Frank Jr., Peter and Bill; her husband,
Michael, and her son, Steve.

Arrangements are by McCorry
Brothers Funeral Home in Cliffside
Park.

April 23, 2020

Michael Davoren, 84
Longtime Westfield Resident

Michael Davoren, 84, passed away
peacefully on Tuesday, April 14, in
Edgewater, N.J., after a long illness.
Born in 1935 in Bronx, N.Y., Mr.
Davoren graduated from Cardinal
Hayes High School in 1953, earned
undergraduate and law degrees from
St. John’s University, was admitted
to the New York State Bar Associa-
tion in 1960, and served in the U.S.
Army Reserves until 1965. For over
30 years, he was a Vice-President of
Trusts and Estates for PNC Bank in
Iselin, N.J., and retired in 2000.

A resident of Westfield for 46
years, Mr. Davoren was a communi-
cant of St. Helen’s Roman Catholic
Church, member of the Rotary Club

of Westfield, volunteer in the U.S.
Coast Guard Auxiliary, and member
of the Fairway Mews Golf Club in
Spring Lake, N.J.

Mr. Davoren is survived by his
son, Doug, and brother, Neil. He was
predeceased by his parents, Arthur
and Margaret; brother, Arthur Jr.,
and son, Steve.

Arrangements are by McCorry
Brothers Funeral Home in Cliffside
Park.

April 23, 2020

Coming This May
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Contact Jeff Gruman,

Sales Manager
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Inexpensive

Project Hope Sponsors Baby Essentials Drive
COUNTY —  Residents are

invited to help babies in need during
the COVID-19 pandemic by
donating items to a non-profit
organization of their choice through
Project Hope.

Project Hope is organized by the
Union County Office of Community
Engagement and Diversity. It provides
an online platform for connecting
donors with local organizations

providing assistance to babies.
Donors can either provide a

monetary donation directly to the
nonprofit or mail items such as
diapers, baby formula, and baby
wipes directly to the nonprofit.

To learn more or donate, visit the
Office of Community Engagement
and Diversity webpage at ucnj.org/
communi ty-engagement-and-
diversity.

https://www.garwoodschools.org/
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

BOARD OF EDUCATION
MOUNTAINSIDE, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to the legal voters of the Mountainside school district, in the County of Union, of the State of New Jersey,
that a Public Hearing will be held digitally via a Zoom meeting at the following web address https://zoom.us/j/97799062595, on April 28,
2020 at 7:00 pm, for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the following budget for the 2020-2021 school year.

The complete budget will be on file and open to examination at the following web address:
 https://www.mountainsideschools.org/cms/lib/NJ01912827/Centricity/Domain/4/AdvertisedBudget%2020-21.pdf
The school district has proposed programs and services in addition to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards adopted by the

State Board of Education.
Raymond Slamb,

School Business Administrator/Board Secretary

SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET STATEMENT
FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2020-2021

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED ENROLLMENTS

ENROLLMENT CATEGORIES October 15, 2018 October 15, 2019 October 15, 2020
Actual Actual  Estimated

Pupils On Roll Regular Full-Time 651 665 667
Pupils On Roll - Special Full-Time 76 81 81
Subtotal - Pupils On Roll 727 746 748
Private School Placements 9 8 8
Pupils Sent to Other Districts - Reg Prog 258 242 242
Pupils Sent to Other Dists - Spec Ed Prog 44 42 42
Pupils Received 15 17 17

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED REVENUES

Budget Category Account 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Revised Proposed

Operating Budget:
Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy 10-1210 16,032,764 16,353,419 16,778,899
Total Tuition 10-1300 111,660 125,000 172,500
Transportation Fees from Individuals 10-1410 52,158 45,000 54,000
Unrestricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 58,658 30,000 51,000
Interest Earned on Maintenance Reserve 10-1XXX 0 1,000 1,000
Interest Earned on Capital Reserve Funds 10-1XXX 0 1,000 1,000
Other Restricted Miscellaneous Revenues 10-1XXX 132,116 28,000 0
Total Revenues from Local Sources 16,387,356 16,583,419 17,058,399

Revenues from State Sources:
Categorical Transportation Aid 10-3121 307,722 307,722 307,722
Extraordinary Aid 10-3131 112,873 133,218 120,000
Categorical Special Education Aid 10-3132 435,718 513,853 639,231
Categorical Security Aid 10-3177 19,731 19,731 19,731
Other State Aids 10-3XXX 20,590 0 0
Total Revenues from State Sources 896,634 974,524 1,086,684

Budgeted Fund Balance-Operating Budget 10-303 0 375,249 442,802
Withdrawal from Capital Reserve for Excess Cost
     and Other Capital Projects 10-309 0 370,000 50,000
Withdrawal from Maintenance Reserve 10-310 0 75,000 0
Withdrawal from Tuition Reserve for Tuition Adjustments 10-311 0 140,000 105,000
Adjustment for Prior Year Encumbrances 0 265,402 0
Actual Revenues (Over)/Under Expenditures -715,143 0 0
Total Operating Budget 16,568,847 18,783,594 18,742,885

Grants and Entitlements:
Other Revenue from Local Sources 20-1XXX 66,670 0 0
Total Revenues from Local Sources 20-1XXX 66,670 0 0

Revenues from Federal Sources:
Title I 20-4411-4416 79,736 67,776 63,712
Title II 20-4451-4455 17,863 15,184 14,150
Title IV 20-4471-4474 10,000 8,500 8,500
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-4420-4429 149,208 126,827 127,474
Total Revenues from Federal Sources 256,807 218,287 213,836
Total Grants and Entitlements 323,477 218,287 213,836

Repayment of Debt:
Transfers from Other Funds 40-5200 12,984 0 0

Revenues from Local Sources:
Local Tax Levy 40-1210 1,237,201 1,233,439 1,215,916
Total Revenues from Local Sources 1,237,201 1,233,439 1,215,916

Revenues from State Sources:
Debt Service Aid Type II 40-3160 454,736 453,376 451,812
Total Local Repayment of Debt 1,704,921 1,686,815 1,667,728
Total Repayment of Debt 1,704,921 1,686,815 1,667,728
Total Revenues/Sources 18,597,245 20,688,696 20,624,449
Total Revenues/Sources Net of Transfers 18,597,245 20,688,696 20,624,449

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED APPROPRIATIONS

Budget Category Account 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Revised Proposed

General Current Expense:
Instruction:
Regular Programs-Instruction 11-1XX-100-XXX 3,755,028 3,917,417 3,897,796
Special Education-Instruction 11-2XX-100-XXX 948,032 1,139,351 1,094,701
Basic Skills/Remedial-Instruction 11-230-100-XXX 364,100 360,453 379,635
School-Sponsored Cocurricular or Extracurricular
     Activities-Instruction 11-401-100-XXX 52,205 69,314 69,000
School-Sponsored Athletics-Instruction 11-402-100-XXX 37,435 51,500 64,000
Summer School 11-422-XXX-XXX 4,068 0 0
Other Supplemental/At-Risk Programs 11-424-XXX-XXX 0 36,002 36,002
Other Instructional Programs-Instruction 11-4XX-100-XXX 21,137 0 0
Support Services:
Undistributed Expenditures-Instruction (Tuition) 11-000-100-XXX 5,487,680 5,882,602 6,176,468
Undistributed Expenditures-Health Services 11-000-213-XXX 142,935 148,220 153,626
Undistributed Expenditures-Speech, OT, PT

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

     and Related Services 11-000-216-XXX 99,297 107,057 154,403
Undistributed Expenditures–Other Support Services,
     Students–Extraordinary Services 11-000-217-XXX 36,446 49,500 56,120
Undistributed Expenditures-Guidance 11-000-218-XXX 119,242 123,170 125,156
Undistributed Expenditures-Child Study Teams 11-000-219-XXX 373,230 432,599 406,002
Undistributed Expenditures-Improvement of
     Instruction Services 11-000-221-XXX 127,363 194,516 211,673
Undistributed Expenditures-Education Media
     Services/Library 11-000-222-XXX 317,869 390,850 374,329
Undistributed Expenditures-Instructional Staff
     Training Services 11-000-223-XXX 6,101 5,000 5,000
Undistributed Expenditures-Support Services-
     General Administration 11-000-230-XXX 285,889 309,006 289,392
Undistributed Expenditures-Support Services-
     School Administration 11-000-240-XXX 410,515 416,115 405,158
Undistributed Expenditures-Central Services 11-000-251-XXX 219,767 223,818 237,880
Undistributed Expenditures-Operation and
     Maintenance of Plant Services 11-000-26X-XXX 914,446 1,013,341 1,049,717
Undistributed Expenditures-Student
     Transportation Services 11-000-270-XXX 615,923 739,000 771,150
Personal Services-Employee Benefits 11-XXX-XXX-2XX 2,092,758 2,516,242 2,712,208
Total Undistributed Expenditures 11,249,461 12,551,036 13,128,282
Interest Earned on Maintenance Reserve 10-606 0 1,000 1,000
Total General Current Expense 16,431,466 18,126,073 18,670,416

Capital Expenditures:
Equipment 12-XXX-XXX-730 55,277 45,000 0
Facilities Acquisition and Construction Services 12-000-400-XXX 69,120 611,521 71,469
Capital Reserve-Transfer to Capital Projects 12-000-400-931 12,984 0 0
Interest Deposit to Capital Reserve 10-604 0 1,000 1,000
Total Capital Outlay 137,381 657,521 72,469
General Fund Grand Total 16,568,847 18,783,594 18,742,885

Special Grants and Entitlements:
Local Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 66,670 0 0
Federal Projects:
Title I 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 79,736 67,776 63,712
Title II 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 17,863 15,184 14,150
Title IV 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 10,000 8,500 8,500
I.D.E.A. Part B (Handicapped) 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 149,208 126,827 127,474
Total Federal Projects 20-XXX-XXX-XXX 256,807 218,287 213,836
Total Special Revenue Funds 323,477 218,287 213,836

Repayment of Debt:
Total Regular Debt Service 40-701-510-XXX 1,704,921 1,686,815 1,667,728
Total Debt Service Funds 1,704,921 1,686,815 1,667,728
Total Expenditures/Appropriations 18,597,245 20,688,696 20,624,449
Total Expenditures Net of Transfers 18,597,245 20,688,696 20,624,449

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED RECAPITULATION OF BALANCES

Budget Category Audited Audited Estimated Estimated
Balance Balance Balance Balance

6/30/2018 6/30/2019 6/30/2020 6/30/2021
Unrestricted:
—General Operating Budget 372,340 586,956 351,707 351,707
—Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0
Restricted for Specific Purposes - General Operating Budget:
—Capital Reserve 864,725 866,725 497,725 448,725
—Adult Education Programs 0 0 0 0
—Maintenance Reserve 128,409 130,409 56,409 57,409
—Legal Reserve 225,644 582,802 442,802 0
—Tuition Reserve 333,768 245,000 105,000 0
—Current Expense Emergency Reserve 0 0 0 0
—Impact Aid Reserve for General Expenses
     (Sections 8002 and 8003) 0 0 0 0
—Impact Aid Reserve for Capital Expenses
     (Sections 8007 and 8008) 0 0 0 0
Repayment of Debt:
—Restricted for Repayment of Debt 0 0 0 0

UNION - MOUNTAINSIDE BORO

ADVERTISED PER PUPIL COST CALCULATIONS

2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2019-20 2020-21
Actual Actual Original Revised Proposed
Costs Costs Budget Budget Budget

Total Budgetary Comparative Per Pupil Cost $13,328 $14,113 $15,660 $15,420 $15,671
Total Classroom Instruction $8,306 $8,896 $9,838 $9,597 $9,658
Classroom-Salaries and Benefits $7,986 $8,530 $9,452 $9,274 $9,347
Classroom-General Supplies and Textbooks $270 $290 $312 $249 $263
Classroom-Purchased Services $50 $76 $73 $73 $48
Total Support Services $1,971 $2,081 $2,503 $2,457 $2,558
Support Services-Salaries and Benefits $1,635 $1,809 $2,116 $2,076 $2,197
Total Administrative Costs $1,387 $1,548 $1,509 $1,585 $1,584
Administration Salaries and Benefits $1,191 $1,304 $1,223 $1,268 $1,301
Total Operations and Maintenance of Plant $1,493 $1,437 $1,604 $1,580 $1,642
Operations and Maintenance-Salaries and Benefits $849 $824 $916 $899 $917
Board Contribution to Food Services $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Total Extracurricular Costs $171 $150 $206 $202 $228
Total Equipment Costs $83 $76 $0 $60 $0
Legal Costs $24 $40 $34 $47 $37
Employee Benefits as a percentage of salaries* 31.52% 29.39% 32.91% 32.73% 35.10%

*Does not include pension and social security paid by the State on-behalf of the district.
** Federal and State funds in the blended resource school-based budgets.

The information presented in columns 1 through 3 as well as the related descriptions of the per pupil cost calculations are contained
in the Taxpayers Guide to Education Spending and can be found on the Department of Education website: http://www.state.nj.us/
education/guide/. This publication is also available in the board office and public libraries. The same calculations were performed using
the 2019-20 revised appropriations and the 2020-21 budgeted appropriations presented in this advertised budget. Total Budgetary
Comparative Per Pupil Cost is defined as current expense exclusive of tuition expenditures, transportation, residential costs, and
judgments against the school district. For all years it also includes the restricted entitlement aids. With the exception of Total Equipment
Cost, each of the other per pupil cost calculations presented is a component of the total comparative per pupil cost, although all
components are not shown.

CAPITAL PROJECTS
Funding Source

Request to for Request
Project Dollar Eligible Exceed to Exceed

Description/Activity Number Amount for Grant Referendum Referendum

Deerfield Girl’s Locker Room Pipe Repair 39-3470-030-20-1000 $50,000 N N

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $556.92

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETING

WHEREAS, Compliance is required with
P.L. 1975, c. 231, with regard to the post-
ing and publication of meeting notices;

WHEREAS, P.L. 1975, c. 231, was
amended by P.L.2020, c.11. (A3850/
S2294) as approved by the Governor on
March 20, 2020, permitting that during a
period declared pursuant to the laws of this
State as a state of emergency a public
body shall be permitted to perform any of
the following by means of communication
or other electronic equipment: conduct a
meeting and any public business to be
conducted thereat, cause a meeting to be
open to the public, vote, or receive public
comment without being deemed to have
violated the provision of P.L.1975, c.231
(C.10:4-6 et seq.) in performing such func-
tions by means of communication or other
electronic equipment.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that
notice is hereby given that the Board of
Education of the Mountainside School Dis-
trict will hold a regular action meeting on
Tuesday, April 28, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. The
meeting, including public comment will be
held remotely through the use of electronic
equipment.

All scheduled meetings are open to the
public. Members of the public can partici-
pate in the meeting virtually via https://
zoom.us/j/97799062595. Formal action will
be taken. The Board reserves the right to
retire into Closed Session, and to exclude
the public from such portions of the meet-
ings in accordance with the P.L. 1975,
c.231, upon adoption of a conforming Board
Resolution for Executive Session.

Raymond Slamb,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $38.76

A Message from
Caffrey Tree &

Landscape
SCOTCH PLAINS — We at

Caffrey Tree & Landscape would like
to reach out to the community during
these trying times that affect all of us.
We hope that you, your family, friends
and neighbors are all in good health. As
an essential service provider we stand
ready to assist you in any of your tree
and landscaping needs. We would like
to inform you and your neighbors that
we are practicing social distance and
all that is required by the Covid-19
guidelines. Our goal here at Caffrey
Tree & Landscape is that your
properties are safe and you can enjoy
them in this time of confinement.

Stay safe & well,

Bob Caffrey, Owner
Po Box 608, Scotch Plains

www.caffreytree.com
caffreytree@verizon.net

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PARKING LOT USE
AUTHORIZATION

The Township of Cranford has authorized
the utilization of the parking lot at Orange
Avenue Pool, once a week for two (2)
weeks, to Boxcar, Inc. Such agreement
and and Resolution No. 2020-192
authorizing said Contract are available for
public inspection at the Office of the
Township Clerk.

Awarded to: Boxcar Inc., 14 Fairmount
Avenue, Chatham, New Jersey

Service: Use of the Orange Avenue
Pool Parking Lot for Drive-thru Grocery
Service

Duration: Two (2) Weeks
Date: April 14, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 04/23/20, The Leader Fee: $20.91

          Obituaries Continued

Lauramae Cutler, 98, Devoted Mother
And Grandmother, Active Volunteer

Lauramae Cutler

Longtime Westfield resident
Lauramae Cutler, 98, passed away
peacefully on Friday, April 17. Born
in Westerville, Ohio, she was the old-
est of four children.

She earned a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Chem-
istry from Maryville Col-
lege in 1943 and studied
at the University of Ak-
ron while working at B.
F. Goodrich. There, she
met her future husband,
Frank A. Cutler, Jr., and
following their marriage
in 1946, moved to Min-
neapolis, where she ob-
tained a Library of Sci-
ence degree at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota and
became their Pharmacy
School librarian. After
moving to New Jersey, she worked in
the Merck Veterinary department until
the birth of her first child.

While raising three children, she
volunteered at the Westfield school
libraries, the Presbyterian Church
library, and at the Miller-Cory House
Museum, a museum portraying 18th-
century farm life. She demonstrated
the preparation of freshly-shorn wool
for dying and spinning, and then
how to spin this wool using her trea-
sured flax wheel that has been in the
family since 1750.

Lauramae enjoyed bridge, garden-
ing, sewing, knitting, traveling and
genealogy, and was active in The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield and

as an officer in the
Westfield Chapter of
the DAR. She devoted
her life to her late hus-
band, Frank, and their
family, and especially
enjoyed her grandchil-
dren and great-grand-
children. She is sur-
vived by her sister,
Fannie Heimlich; three
sons, William, Robert
and James; four grand-
children, and three
great-grandchildren.

Due to current pub-
lic health concerns, a
memorial service will

be scheduled later this year by Gray
Funeral Home in Westfield. Contri-
butions can be made in memory of
Lauramae Cutler to the Daughters of
the American Revolution (payable to
“NSDAR, Westfield Chapter,” c/o
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090) or to
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
140 Mountain Avenue, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090. Please go to:
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
condolences.

April 23, 2020
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Rose Ricciardi, 91, Westfield Resident;
Beloved Mother and Grandmother

Rose Ricciardi of Westfield,
New Jersey, passed away on Thurs-
day, April 16, at the age of 91. She
was born on May 3, 1928 in New-
ark, New Jersey, and is the daugh-
ter of the late Maria and Emiddio
Monzillo. She grew up in Newark
with her parents, two brothers and
a sister. During the
Great Depression,
she traveled overseas
with her mother to
Italy to live in the
family  home in
Caposaragnano for a
few months. In 1941,
she graduated from
St. Lucy’s Catholic
School  and then
Essex County Voca-
tional and Technical
High School in 1946.

Rose married the
love of her life, An-
thony (Tony)
Ricciardi, on Novem-
ber 27, 1948. Together they raised
four children at their home on
DeGraw Avenue in Newark. Rose
worked as an office manager and
bookkeeper for the family busi-
ness, Four Star Television in North
Arlington, and as a travel agent
for Giacobbe Travel in Belleville.
Rose and Tony enjoyed traveling
throughout Canada and the United
States and celebrated their 25th
wedding anniversary in Hawaii.
They retired to Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, and then to Bayville, New
Jersey. They had 49 cherished
years together until his passing on
November 4, 1998. Rose’s inter-
ests included music, dancing, and
watching classic movies, espe-
cially the ones that starred her
favorite actor, Robert Taylor. She
continued to travel and cruise
throughout the United States, Eu-
rope, the Caribbean and Panama.

Her great joy was in vacationing
and sightseeing with her children
and grandchildren in places such
as Alaska, Disney World, numer-
ous National Parks, and most re-
cently cruising to Bermuda. She
returned twice to Caposaragnano,
Italy, with children and grandchil-

dren to visit family
members of both the
Monzillo and Ricciardi
families. Little did she
know when she was
there as a child that
relatives of her beloved
husband would be from
the same town in Italy
as her family.

Rose is survived by
her eldest daughter,
Karen Ricciardi, and
her husband, Bruce
Kobelski, of Sterling,
Virginia; eldest son,
Anthony Ricciardi, and
his  wife ,  Ann,  of

Sarasota, Florida; daughter, Marie
Sloan, and her husband, Bob, of
Westfield, N.J., and son, Thomas
Ricciardi, of Somerset, N.J.; her
brother, Gerard Monzillo, and his
wife, Dolores, of Toms River, N.J.,
and her grandchildren, Curtis R.
Kobelski, Michael Ricciardi and
his wife, Kristine, Matthew Sloan
and Christina Sloan. She was the
dear sister of the late Margaret
Monzillo and Oneil Monzillo.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Rose’s memory may be made to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad,
www.westfieldrescuesquad.org,
and the Center For Hope,
www.cfhh.org. A memorial service
will be held at a future date.

 Arrangements were entrusted to
the Dooley Colonial Funeral Home
in Westf ie ld
(www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com).

April 23, 2020

Rose Ricciardi

https://zoom.us/j/97799062595
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Goods & Services Directory

Single Size: $25 per week (10 week run)
Double Size: $40 per week (10 week run)

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting & Wall Covering
Interior Painting • Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation • Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair
Power Washing • Deck Staining • Crown Molding / Trimwork

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
Fully Insured • Free Estimates • NJ License Number 13VH87664488

10% discount with this ad

RMC Students ‘Come Together’
In A New Music Video

AREA — Local musicians forced
to practice alone in their own homes
have managed to “Come Together”
and perform an iconic Beatles song
thanks to modern technology.

“Come Together” is the message stu-
dents and staff at Garwood-based RMC
Studios wanted to send to a community
working together by staying apart to
beat the coronavirus disease.

Students from Westfield, Garwood
and Rahway joined their teachers and
even some parents for a joint perfor-
mance playing instruments ranging
from the electric guitar to the cowbell.

The challenges of bringing 26 in-
dividual performances together into
one video fell to RMC owner EJ
Gaub and Liz Robbins, the studio’s
video editor.

Mr. Gaub explained, “We sepa-
rated the audio from the video files
and lined the audio up first. I re-
member I got goosebumps when I
first played the audio back on my
mixing console. This is everything
music should be. This project con-
nected us all together and connected
us to music.”

Parents welcomed the opportunity
for their children, deprived of their

regular routines and time with friends,
to connect with fellow musicians.

Marla Itzkin, mother of drummer
Aidan Supranowitz, of Westfield,
said, “Playing together when you can’t
meet physically is a huge challenge.
Even with the technology available to
gather virtually, the smallest of tim-
ing delays makes playing cohesively
nearly impossible.

“But RMC has made it happen!
They got incredibly creative and
have been going above and beyond

for their music students and their
families.”

RMC has already sent out details
of their next joint project, a combi-
nation of Queen’s “We Will Rock
You” and “We Are The Champi-
ons”.

View the music video
a t : w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=Up9jnb5ck3w. Or search
on YouTube: RMC Family Jam -
Come Together.

-Story submitted by Sarah McGrail

WHS, CHS, OAS, W+H Among
Nominees For MSU ‘Foxy’ Awards

AREA — Westfield High School
(WHS), Cranford High School
(CHS), Orange Avenue School
(OAS), Wardlaw+Hartridge (W+H)
School, Governor Livingston High
School, Union County Academy for
Performing Arts, and Union Catho-
lic Regional High School are among
the schools in Union County to re-
ceive Montclair State University
(MSU) Theatre Night Awards Foxy
nominations. Winners of the “Foxy
Awards” will be announced at a
virtual ceremony at MSU on Tues-
day, May 19. Theatre Night Awards
recognizes excellence in the pro-
duction of high school and middle
school straight plays throughout
New Jersey.

The cast and crew of the WHS fall

2019 production of Radium Girls
received eight Foxy Award nomina-
tions for Outstanding Achievement
in Theatre. The WHS Theatre De-
partment staged the captivating play
about environmental activism from
November 21 through November 23,
2019, led by WHS Theatre Director
Daniel Devlin. Nominations include:

Sophie Tananbaum, Outstanding
Performance by a Lead Actress in a
Drama. Matthew Meixner as Arthur
Roeder, Outstanding Performance
by a Lead Actor in a Drama. Remi
Shendell as Kathryn, Outstanding
Performance by a Supporting Ac-
tress in a Drama. Finn McGurn as
Tommy, Outstanding Performance
by a Supporting Actor in a Drama.
Daniel Devlin, Outstanding

Achievement in Stage Direction.
Outstanding Achievement in Sound
Design. Outstanding Achievement
in Scenic Design. Outstanding Pro-
duction of a Drama.

Cranford High School’s David
Marconi is nominated for The Jo Anne
Fox Veteran Award. CHS also is nomi-
nated for Outstanding Performance
by a Supporting Actor in a Drama,
Stage Door, Sullivan Grace as Adolph
Gretzel. Outstanding Performance by
a Lead Actress in a Drama, Stage
Door, Nora Sullivan as Terry Randall.

OAS in Cranford received four
noms for its production of The
Neverending Story. Outstanding
Achievement in Choreography or
Movement. Outstanding Perfor-
mance by a Supporting Actress in a
Middle School Production, Olivia
Ludlam as The Childlike Empress.
Outstanding Performance by a Lead
Actor in a Middle School Produc-
tion, Connor Perez as Atreyu and
Danny Kennedy as Bastian. Out-
standing Production of Middle
School Play.

W+H is nominated for six awards
for its production of The Tenants.
Becky Randazzo, The Peter Filichia
Award for Pushing the Envelope in
Academic Theatre. Outstanding Per-
formance by a Supporting Actor in
a Work of Innovation & Invention,
Sahil Mulji as Don. Outstanding
Performance by a Supporting Ac-
tress in a Work of Innovation &
Invention, Kallie Schildge as Emma
and Mayah Nissim as Caro. Out-
standing Achievement by an Acting
Ensemble of a Work of Innovation
& Invention. Outstanding Work of
Innovation and Invention.

Other nominees from our reader-
ship area include:

Governor Livingston High
School, The Incomplete Life & Ran-
dom Death of Molly Denholtz,
Danielle Yablonovskiy. Outstand-
ing Achievement in Student Stage
Management. Joe Elefante, Out-
standing Achievement in Educa-
tional Impact & Community Out-
reach. Outstanding Performance by
a Lead Actor in a Drama, Gio
Staricco as Dominic.

Union County Academy for Per-
forming Arts, The Arabian Nights.
Outstanding Achievement in Period/
Fantasy Costume Design. Outstand-
ing Achievement in Choreography
or Movement. Outstanding Achieve-
ment in Live or Original Music.
Outstanding Performance by a Lead
Actor in a Dramatic Stage Adapta-
tion of Literary Work or Film,
Vincent Marabuto as King Shahryar
& Aziz. Outstanding Achievement
by an Acting Ensemble of a Dra-
matic Stage Adaptation of Litera-
ture Work or Film. Outstanding Pro-
duction of a Dramatic Stage Adap-
tation of Literary Work or Film.

Union Catholic Regional High
School, Clue: Live on Stage, Emily
Dzioba, Outstanding Achievement
in Dramaturgy. Outstanding Perfor-
mance by a Supporting Actor in a
Comedic Stage Adaptation of Liter-
ary Work or Film, Kevin Caffrey as
Mr. Green. Outstanding Performance
by a Lead Actor in a Comedic Stage
Adaptation of Literature Work or
Film, Nick Mehno as Wadsworth.
Outstanding Achievement by an Act-
ing Ensemble of a Comedic Stage
Adaptation of Literature Work or
Film. Outstanding Production of a
Comedic Stage Adaptation of Liter-
ary Work or Film.

Overall Outstanding Performance
of a High School Actor, Overall Out-
standing Performance of a High School
Actress, and Outstanding Overall Pro-
duction of a High School Play are to be
announced at the Theatre Night Awards
ceremony. Details of the ceremony
were not yet released.

Local Fine Artist Sobel Donates Sales
Of Handmade Masks to WHO

SCOTCH PLAINS — Michele
Sobel a local artist and mom of two
small children has added masks to her
repertoire of art. Her handmade reus-
able, washable face masks with a
filter pocket that depict a positive
message are among her designs. She
is donating all of her April profits
(minus transaction and shipping fees)
to the World Health Organization’s
Response Fund for the month of April.
The World Health Organization is
leading and coordinating the global
effort, supporting countries to pre-
vent, detect, and respond to the pan-
demic, according to its website,
www.who.int.

“I know everyone is struggling right
now and I wanted to do my part the
best way I know how...through my
art,” Ms. Sobel said.

Check out more of her listings at,
https://etsy.me/3cnGhnr. You can fol-
low her on Instagram
@MicheleSobelFineArt.

The mask has a polyester front,
microfiber lining, pleats and a woven
ear loop elastic for comfort. She has
also added more designs, including a
kids’ sports theme and fish pattern, as

well as floral designs.
“I hope some of my new patterns

bring a little levity and joy to this
somber new reality,” she said.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TIMELY TALE...The cast and crew of the Westfield High School Theatre Department production of Radium Girls received
eight “Foxy Award” nominations for Outstanding Achievement in Theatre. The Westfield High School Theatre Department
produced its fall play, Radium Girls by D.W. Gregory, the weekend of November 21-23.

TAKE ME AWAY...The Neverending Story produced by Orange Avenue School
(OAS) in Cranford on October 25 through October 27, 2019, has received Foxy
Award nominations. Pictured, Danny Kennedy playing the role of Bastian. Danny
is nominated for Outstanding Performance by a Lead Actor in a Middle School
Production, along with his fellow actor Connor Perez as Atreyu.

Photos courtesy of Dan Black
ART MATTERS...Edison Intermediate School Art Teacher Dan Black has together with his wife Sarah and their two
children, Norah and Daniel, who attend Jefferson Elementary School, started drawing large pictures with chalk on Delaware
Street as a way to brighten their neighborhood. They have created so much street art, he purchased 500 more pieces of chalk!

MUSIC FAMILY JAM...Drummer Aidan Supranowitz of Westfield, pictured at left, is among the RMC Studios students
who filmed a music video performing “Come Together” by The Beatles in a new way to stay connected musically.
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Plains-Fanwood Times

April 16, 2019: Six quick runs
within the first two innings was
the impetus that the Cranford
baseball team needed to tilt the
unbeaten Governor Livingston
Highlanders slightly off their
game resulting in a 7-4 victory at
Memorial Field in Cranford on
April 16. With a bases-loaded
triple from Aidan Plick and a two-
run home run from Jake
DeClerico, along with a fine pitch-

ing performance from starter Jake
Van Dam and one and two-thirds
innings of strong relief from Kevin
Donovan, the 6-1 Cougars took
over the top rung in the Union
County Conference Watchung
Division with a 5-0 record, while
the 7-1 Highlanders slipped to 4-
1 in the division.

The Cougars’ quick start began
when Highlander starter Ryan
Davey hit leadoff hitter Jamie
Shriner (2 stolen bases) with a
pitch. Marcus Johnson laid down
a bunt single then both runners

advanced on DeClerico’s sacri-
fice bunt. Mike Murphy walked to
load the bases then Plick (2-for-
3) hammered his three-run triple
to deep centerfield. Joe Meola
brought Plick home with a loop-
ing single into leftfield.

Davey was injured at the end
of the first inning and was re-
placed by John Grill, who struck
out the first two Cougar batters
in the second inning. Johnson
poked his second single then
DeClerico became Mr. “DeClout”
when he whacked his two-run
homer over the leftfield fence.
Tyler Szczech followed with an
infield single but Grill got the
next batter to pop up. With his
tricky repertoire of pitches, Grill,

who finished with seven
strikeouts, would settle in and
allow just one more hit and an
unearned run, while walking just
one.

April 17, 2019: Senior Willy
Gale gave the struggling Scotch
Plains-Fanwood baseball team
the shot in the arm it needed
when he plopped a single into
shallow centerfield to bring Ricky
Lopez home with the winning run
in the bottom of the eighth inning
to sink the Bridgewater-Raritan
Panthers, 4-3, in Scotch Plains
on April 17. Raider Pat Cuccurullo,
who went 3-for-4 with two RBI,
sent the game into extra innings
when he bounced an RBI single
to right in the seventh.

Raider pitcher Mike Urbano
tossed the first seven innings

and with the exception of the
fourth inning, spread out 11 hits,
while walking just two Panthers
and striking out seven. He
seemed to coordinate well with
catcher Chris Smith.

The Raiders totaled 14 hits,
which included Jonny Ramos with
a key single to go with his bunt
single, and two hits each from
Mike Dieu, Matt Delgado and
Gale, who also scored once after
swiping second base. Danny
Wilkinson rapped an RBI single,
Smith doubled and Pat Dembiec
singled.

April 18, 2019: The 2019 soft-
ball season continues to look
special for the Westfield High
School softball team. The Blue
Devils remained undefeated with

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING SECOND BASE...Summit Hilltopper Giana Acitelli slides safely into second after a pitch
in the dirt as shortstop Amanda Venezia prepares to catch the throw in the second inning. Summit
defeated the Raiders 13-9 on April 18, 2018.
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING AFTER THE BALL...Blue Devil Julia Gretsky, No. 25, goes after the ball before a Lady
Knight can get to it. The Blue Devils defeated the West Essex Knights, 10-4, at Gary Kehler Stadium
in Westfield on April 20, 2016.

Rearview Mirror Begins on page 7 of The Westfield Leader
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a 11-1, five-inning victory over
the Colonia Patriots on April 18 in
Westfield. The win was the Blue
Devils’ eighth straight and sets
them up as the likely number
one seed in the upcoming Union
County Tournament. Against
Colonia, Westfield once again
showed a total team approach to
victory.

Sophomore Michaela Hobson
allowed just one run on one hit,
while striking out five batters
over five innings. A week earlier,
against the Johnson Crusaders,
Hobson was overpowering in
striking out 16 batters.

The Blue Devils racked up 12
hits, including a pair of home
runs and five doubles against
Colonia pitching. Kalea Calugay
had a solo home run over the
right centerfield fence and added

an RBI double. Julia Romano had
the big hit in the six-run third
inning when she lined a two-run
homer over the leftfield fence.
Erica Lawrence had three hits
with an RBI. Allie Fernandez sent
everyone home for the day with
a ground ball that scored Molly
Stogner with the final run.

April 18, 2019: Senior Matt
McIntyre became a mangling
monster at the plate, especially
when he blasted a three-run
home run in the bottom of the
sixth inning to give the Westfield
baseball team a 5-4 lead that
held up for a victory over the
Union Farmers in Westfield on
April 18. Senior pitcher Mike
Carlone tossed a four-hitter in
six innings, while walking three
and striking out six, before MJ
Catanzaro relieved in the sev-

enth inning to slam the door on
the 3-4 Farmers.

The 2-5 Blue Devils totaled
eight hits and Danny Kohler (run
scored) rapped a key RBI triple in
the second inning. Christian Ho
also had a key single and an RBI
sacrifice fly while scoring once.
Mike Charlton and Victor Coustan
both singled and scored, and
Sean Flynn slapped a single. But
the whole team was happy with
the return of shortstop Andrew
Caminitti, who was rewarded by
being walked and hit by a pitch.

April 20, 2019: In a match
with major ramifications for the
upcoming Union County Tourna-
ment, the Cranford Cougars boys
lacrosse team secured a 6-5 vic-
tory over Scotch Plains-Fanwood
on April 20 in Scotch Plains. The
victory helped keep the Cougars

(9-0) undefeated on the season
and set them up as the likely
number three seed behind Sum-
mit and Westfield. Nate Caldwell
scored the game-winning goal
with 8:46 left in the match. Just
a minute earlier, Noah Costanzo,
who had three goals, scored the
game-tying goal, helping the
Raiders rally from a 5-2 second-
half deficit.

Cranford had dominated the
first half by controlling face-offs
and winning most ground balls.
Senior Conor Halpin was a major
factor in that development. Halpin
scooped up 10 ground balls dur-
ing the game and was particu-
larly effective in helping the Cou-
gars control possession on their
way to a 4-2 halftime advantage.

Cole Blazek, Halpin, Mike
Kalnins, Dante Cassaro and Ryan

Echavarria also scored for the
Cougars. Tommy Nakonechny,
Matt Monroy and Anthony Porter
scored for the Raiders.

April 17, 2018: Westfield jun-
ior Jake Engelke took a pass from
Nick Bond then fired home the
game winner just over a minute
into overtime against Chatham,
providing a much needed 8-7
victory for the Blue Devils in a
boys lacrosse game at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield. Engelke
scored three goals to lead
Westfield, Bond scored two goals
and added three assists. The win
gave Westfield a 4-3 mark on the
season.

April 18, 2018: True com-
petitive character was shown
when the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
softball team found itself in a 9-

David B. Corbin (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR TRIO...Cougars Regine Hunter, Bryanna Grant and Ashley McGuire display their
medals during the Blue Devil Classic Relays on April 20, 2013.

David B. Corbin (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST SINGLES CHAMP...Raider sophomore Jeffrey Rodgers defeated Summit’s Max McDonald
in three sets to become the Union County Tournament first singles champion (April 19, 2013).
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0 abyss but managed to dig up
three runs in the sixth inning and
another six in the seventh inning
to give the Summit Hilltoppers a
run for their money in a 13-9
defeat in Scotch Plains. The 3-5
Raiders’ bats went to work and
rapped out eight of their 11 hits
during that short span.

Raiders Julia Solsky and senior
Quinn Kekelis had very produc-
tive afternoons at the plate.
Solsky rapped three hits, which
included an RBI double in the
sixth inning and an RBI single in
the seventh, while scoring once.
Kekelis drew walks in her first
two plate appearances then
singled and scored in each of her
next two at-bats, which also
yielded an RBI.

April 20, 2018: Jake Fried-

man pitched six innings, struck
out seven batters, walked two
and allowed three runs (two
earned) on five hits as the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood baseball team
captured its fifth straight win,
defeating Mendham, 8-4, in
Scotch Plains. Jonathan Ramos
had two hits and drove in two
runs to lead the Raider attack.
Anthony DiNizo had two RBI,
while Dan Wilkinson and Sam
Schetelich each had a pair of hits
and one RBI. The Raiders im-
proved to 8-3 on the season.

April 20, 2018: Wild plays,
intentional walks, hit batters, balk
calls, a hard grounder that hit
the base runner for an out and
numerous pitches in the dirt
seemed to dictate the flow of the
game between the Westfield High

School baseball team and the
Colonia Patriots at Bob Brewster,
Sr. Field in Westfield. But the
Blue Devils’ ability to get back to
the fundamentals just in the nick

of time resulted in an eight-in-
ning, 12-11, victory.

The 7-3 Blue Devils finished
with 16 hits and three each came
from Jake Lerie (double, 3 RBI, 2
runs), Chris Wagner (double, RBI,
2 runs) and Andrew Caminiti (2
RBI). It was Lerie, who was hit by
Wagner’s sharp grounder, after
hopping a leadoff single in the
bottom of the seventh inning with
the scored knotted at 11-11.

But in the next inning, Stevie
Barden, who scored his first run
in the fifth inning, sizzled a lead-
off single past first then after a
pop out to right and with Matt
McIntyre (2 runs) at the plate, he
baited the catcher into firing an
errant throw over the first
baseman’s head. Barden flew
past second and came to rest on

third. McIntyre grounded out
back to the mound, Matt Man-
ning was intentionally walked
then Lerie stepped up and
chopped the game-winning RBI
single between first and second.

April 15, 2017: No. 11 ranked
Pingry appeared to be a sure
shot to regain the coveted Bristol
Cup when the Big Blue boasted a
5-1 lead over No. 13 ranked
Westfield with 10 minutes re-
maining in the third quarter at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 15. Not so fast! Sopho-
more Devon McLane found a chink
in Pingry’s defensive armor and
exploited it from that point with
three goals and a pair of assists
to eventually give the 3-2 Blue
Devils a 7-6 overtime victory

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WILD PLAY AT HOME...Patriot catcher Anthony Palmisano gets upended as Blue Devil Matt
Manning slides safely home in the third inning. The Blue Devils scored a run in the bottom of the
eighth to edge Colonia, 12-11 (April 20, 2018).

David B. Corbin (April 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING THE GAME WINNER...Cougar attacker Nate Caldwell, No. 31, tries to avoid a pair of
Raiders in the battle for the “Cole’s Cup” in Scotch Plains on April 20, 2019. Caldwell scored the
winning goal to earn the Cougars a 6-5 victory.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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over the 3-3 Big Blue.
The Blue Devils’ “Big Three plus

1” defenders, Owen Prybylski,
Kyle Dombrowski and Pat
McIlroy, along with middie Colin
Freer were the ones who were
forcing the turnovers, especially
at key moments in the game.
McIlroy scooped five ground balls
(GB), while Prybylski and
Dombrowski each scooped four,
and Freer pulled off a key
takeaway late in the fourth quar-
ter.

April 19, 2017: With the game
tied at halftime, the Glen Rock
girls lacrosse team scored six
goals in the second half to stop
the visiting Cranford Cougars,
12-9 on April 19. Maggie Roman
scored four goals and had two
assists for the Cougars, while
Grace Power netted three goals

and an assist. Alyssa Gesslein
had a goal and an assist and
Caroline Kelly scored once. Goal-
keeper Anna Horne made 10
saves.

April 19, 2017: Gordon
Graceffo pitched eight innings of
four-hit ball and recorded six
strikeouts while walking none in
a 3-1 Cranford baseball team win
over the hosting Summit
Hilltoppers on April 19. Matt
Perino had a pair of hits and Ryan
Bakie doubled and scored once
for the Cougars. Mike Meola
singled, had an RBI and scored
once. Brian Oblachinski singled.
Dan Maglino stole three bases
and Chris Librera stole two.

April 19, 2017: Crusader se-
nior pitcher Gianna Randazza has
been devastating to Blue Devil
batters, as well as to other oppo-

nents the past three seasons,
but this time the Westfield High
School softball team found suc-
cess with the long ball, tagging
her for three home runs and a
triple, to emerge with a 7-5 vic-
tory over AL Johnson in Westfield
on April 19. The home runs came
off the bats of three sophomores,
Genevieve Howell, Julia Romano
and Erica Lawrence, respectively,
and the triple came off the bat of
senior Danielle Rinaldi.

This time the 6-2 Blue Devils
totaled seven hits and the three
home runs accounted for five of
the RBI. Lawrence, who sealed
the deal with her two run homer
in the bottom of the sixth, also
singled in the fourth. Romano
blasted a two-run homer in the
fourth and scored twice. Howell
hammered a solo homer in the

third and Rinaldi tripled and
scored in the fourth and added
an RBI walk in the second. Natalie
Patterson singled and scored once
and Jordan Sacher had an RBI
single.

April 19, 2016: The Westfield
High baseball team has been hot
recently and Cranford was the
latest team to feel the burn. The
Blue Devils hammered out 16
hits in a 13-3 victory on April 19
in Westfield to extend their win-
ning streak to eight games after
dropping their first three con-
tests. They also avenged an early
season 5-3 loss against the Cou-
gars.

Westfield had multiple hitting
stars. Steve Barmakian went 3-
for-3 with two runs and three
RBI. Victor Cruz had two hits and
two RBI. J.D. Marner went 3-for-

4 with two RBI. All of this was
accomplished, while starter Zach
Kelly pitched a five-hitter, strik-
ing out three, while walking none.

April 20, 2016: Defense
seemed to grab the starring role
in determining which direction
the momentum would flow in the
clash between the No. 20 West
Essex girls lacrosse team and the
Lady Blue Devils at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 20.
Leading by only a goal early in
the second half, the Blue Devil
defense successfully withstood a
Knight attack for five minutes,
which spurred the offense to fol-
low with four unanswered goals
en route to a 10-4 Westfield vic-
tory.

Attacker Hannah Liddy netted
four of those 10 goals and added

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE FORCE OUT AT HOME...Cougar catcher Morgan Ferretti makes the catch to get
the force out on Lady Minuteman Kristina Calixto, No. 16, in the seventh inning at Cranford on April
17, 2015. The Cougars won, 9-5.

David B. Corbin (April 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE GIANT LEAP FOR WOMANKIND…Raider junior Sara Canfield leaps 16’7” in the long
jump. Canfield and Whitney Adams won the event with a combined distance of 32’5.5” at the Blue
Devil Invitational (April 18, 2009).
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a pair of assists for the Blue
Devils and right defensive wing
Julia Gretsky also slipped into
the offensive side and flicked in a
pair of goals, while adding an
assist.

April 21, 2016: Sophomore
pitcher Brenna Dolan was on her
game and her teammates added
plenty of cushion with the bat as
the sixth-seeded Cranford High
School softball team shut out
the 11th-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders, 8-0, at Adams
Field in Cranford on April 21.
Senior/captain catcher Morgan
Ferretti led the Cougars’ 12-hit
attack with a pair of singles and
an RBI, while scoring three times.
Sarah Gluck singled, scored
twice and had 2 RBI. Erin
Schwerdtfeger (2 hits) slapped

an RBI single.
Dolan limited the Raiders to

just three hits, while recording
eight strikeouts and walking four.
Jess Waltzak, Amanda Venezia
and Emily Lockatell each singled
for the Raiders, while Lexi
Brunetto walked twice and Quinn
Kekelis and Jess O’Neill each
walked once.

April 18, 2015: Blue Devil
Brooke Schaeffer powered out a
strong kick in the final 100 meters
to give the Westfield High School
girls a first place finish in the
4x800 relay at the Blue Devil
Classic Relays at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on April 18. The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
boys took top honors in the 4x100
relay and the Cranford Cougar
girls got a first in the shot put.

Blue Devil Julia Myers led off
the 4x800 and handed off the
baton to Kelly Morrison, who
kicked out to a decent lead after
her second lap. Morrison handed
off the baton to Natalie
Marcotullio, who kept the Blue
Devils ahead of Kent Place by a
step when she handed off the
baton to Schaeffer. Erin Meixner
with the fourth best push of 35-
4 and Christina Barlik (32-8) pre-
sented the Cougars a first place
in the shot put with a distance of
68-0.

The Raider fearsome foursome
of Emendo Thomas, Merlin
Edmond, Ray Walker and Kobe
White, respectively, crossed first
in the 4x100 with a time of 43.31.
Blue Devils Josh Capistrano,

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY TOURNAMENT CREAM OF THE CROP…Blue Devil Tom Kowalski became
the UCT “Cream of the Crop” when he defeated Plainfield’s Emanuel Jallin, 6-1, 6-3, for the first
singles crown (April 21, 2011).

David B. Corbin (April 2017 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HOMER WITH EMPHASIS...Julia Romano leaps on home plate after crushing a two-run home run
in the fourth inning against the Crusaders. The Blue Devils tagged pitcher Gianna Randazza for
three homers in a 7-5 win April 19, 2017.

David B. Corbin (April 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PUTTING ON THE PINCH...Blue Devils Owen Prybylski, left, and Nicky
Bond, No. 20, put the pinch on a Hilltopper attacker as goalkeeper Toby
Burgdorf, right, sets himself. Summit defeated the Blue Devils, 8-5, in Westfield
on April 14, 2016.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-6  Thursday, April 23, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

in to pinch hit in the top of the
seventh inning and hopped an
RBI single up the middle to score
Cal Robertshaw, who had doubled
and moved to third on Dan
DoCampo’s sacrifice bunt, to give
the Blue Devils a 3-2 lead, which
held up. Chris Arena had two of
the Blue Devils’ hits and scored
once. Matt Storcks faded an RBI
double and Anthony Perconte
singled and scored.

April 17, 2014: It was only
fitting that the First Annual “Cole’s
Cup” — in honor of senior goal-
keeper Cole Weber — boys la-
crosse game would come down
to a dramatic conclusion between
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Raiders and the Cranford
Cougars at Wexler Field in Scotch

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

4x100 METER CHAMPIONS...Pictured, left to right, are: Emendo Thomas, Merlin Edmond, Ray
Walker and Kobe White, who won the 4x100 meters at the Blue Devil Classic Relays at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 18, 2015.

David B. Corbin (April 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO COMPLETE THE PICKOFF...Blue Devil first baseman Danny Kohler attempts to
put the tag on Union Farmer Zach Jones as he dives back to first. The Blue Devils edged Union 5-
4 (April 18, 2019).

Ishmael Glasco, Jelani Pierre and
Sid Douglas finished third at
43.94.

April 21, 2015: Zeros on the
scoreboard changed in the sev-
enth inning and the hosting
Cranford Cougars baseball team
rallied for three runs in the bot-
tom of the inning to grab a dra-
matic 3-2 victory over Westfield.
Pat Knight’s two-out, bases-
loaded walk forced home the
winning run against Blue Devil
starter Ben Herbster. Westfield
had scored twice in the top of the
seventh inning, which included a
solo home run by Chris Rinaldi.

April 22, 2015: Despite in-
clement weather, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider baseball
team received an excellent pitch-
ing performance from Brendan

Kelly and key hitting from Zach
Lipshitz to knock off No. 9
Bridgewater Raritan, 4-2, in
Scotch Plains. The Raiders played
flawless defense to keep the Pan-
thers from mounting much of-
fense. Lipshitz, a senior short-
stop, went 4-for-4 with an RBI
and scored two runs.

April 17, 2014: Junior pitcher
Jack Bunting has been getting
firsthand experience at pitchers’
duels and was involved in his
second one in eight days as he
tossed his way to a 3-2 Westfield
High School victory over the pre-
viously undefeated Jonathan
Dayton Bulldogs baseball team
at Ruby Field in Springfield on
April 17. Bunting recorded nine
strikeouts.

Junior Matt Catanzaro stepped

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEGINNING THE FINAL LEG...Blue Devil Natalie Marcotullio hands the
baton to Brooke Schaeffer to begin the final leg of the 4x800. Scheaffer’s strong
kick in the final 100 meters gave the Blue Devils the big victory April 18, 2015.CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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at second doubles, beat Raiders
Josh Lopez and Matt Haas, 6-2.
7-6 (2) for the title.

April 20, 2013: “Run for Bos-
ton” was the theme at the 25th
Blue Devil Classic Relays, featur-
ing 29 teams, at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 20.
The Union Catholic High School
boys literally ran away with top
honors in four events, including
establishing new meet records
(MR) in the shuttle hurdles, 4x400
and the intermediate hurdles.
Blue Devils Matt Luppino, Joe
Obiajulu, Dan Luzzi and Kevin
Smith out-kicked Freehold Town-
ship and Union Catholic, respec-
tively, to win the DMR in 10:30.4.
Cougars Pat Lynch and Mike
Helmstetter won the pole vault

David B. Corbin (April 2009 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING UP FOR LOST TIME…Before he began his leg of the distance medley relay, Blue Devil
Pat Gray had to run back to pick up a dropped baton. Gray made up the distance in his 400-meter
leg (April 18, 2009).

David B. Corbin (April 17, 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTO SECOND WITH A DOUBLE...Dayton Bulldog Joe Juliano dives into second base with a
double in the fifth inning as Blue Devil second baseman Tyler Bowman makes a tag. Westfield scored
a run in the seventh to win, 3-2 (2014).

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
double plays. Chris Folinusz (RBI)
went 2-for-3 with a solo home
run and double. Alex Plick had an
RBI and scored three runs, and
leadoff hitter Tommy Trotter
scored twice and added an RBI.

April 19, 2013: Competition
for the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) boys tennis title was
expected to be a tossup among
three teams, but after much of
the fuzz on the tennis balls were
worn down, it was the Westfield
High School Blue Devils who pre-
vailed to claim their ninth straight
UCT title at Doug Van Blake
Courts in Plainfield on April 19.

The Blue Devils claimed four of
the five flights and grabbed a
third in the other to finish with 92
points, ahead of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, who claimed one cham-

pion, two seconds and two thirds,
to finish with a 76 total.

Raider sophomore Jeffrey
Rodgers, seeded first at first
singles, went to three sets with
Summit’s Max McDonald but pre-
vailed, 6-3, 6-7, 6-4, breaking
McDonald’s serve three times in
the final set to claim the title.
Blue Devil Adam Greene topped
Kevin Maluso (New Providence),
6-2, 6-1, to win the second singles
crown. At third singles, Blue Devil
Tyler Roth defeated Raider An-
drew Leischner, 6-2, 6-1, for the
third singles title.

Blue Devils Justin Cafiero and
Ben Cymbala, seeded first at first
doubles, stopped Summit’s Ben
Swartz and Chris Harkins, 6-2,
6-2, for the title. Blue Devils Jack
Siegel and Will Kelly, seeded first

Plains on April 17. With the game
knotted, 8-8, entering overtime,
center midfielder James Lettieri
won the face-off then with only
1:05 off the clock, Kevin Charos
slammed home the game winner
to give the Raiders a 9-8 victory
and possession of the Cole’s Cup.

The game was laden with key
plays by players from both teams,
including Weber himself, who fin-
ished with 10 saves, including
five very crucial ones in the sec-
ond quarter and another three in
the third quarter. Cougar goal-
keeper Ryan Shupp made 17
saves.

April 18, 2013: Offensive
muscle, superb fielding combined
with strong pitching molded the
outcome of the Cranford base-
ball team’s 13-3, five-inning vic-

tory over Governor Livingston in
Berkeley Heights on April 18.
The 6-0 Cougars, ranked No. 2,
totaled 10 hits, including one
home run and four doubles, while
the 5-3 Highlanders totaled six
hits, including one home run.
Cougar starting pitcher John
Armstrong (3-0) tossed a five-
hitter, allowed three runs and
walked one in four innings on the
mound. George Georgeadis
tossed a one-hitter and walked
one in his one inning of relief.

Cougar shortstop Sean Feeney
sizzled with the glove and cre-
ated lots of sparks with the “metal
stick”, going 2-for-2 ,including
two, two-run doubles and scor-
ing one run. Feeney provided
nine assists, including three
putouts, and was part of two CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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hits and an RBI to lead the Cou-
gars’ 14-hit attack.

April 21, 2011: With the
Westfield Blue Devil boys tennis
team receiving the top seed in all
five flights, there was very little
question as to who was going to
win the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) championship at
Donald Van Blake Courts in
Plainfield. The question was, were
the Blue Devils going to sweep?
But everybody had to wait until
senior Alan Chu, who split his
first two sets, 6-2, 2-6, with Alex
Hocken of New Providence (NP),
came on strong to win the third
set, 6-2, to claim the third singles
crown and to give the Blue Devils
their seventh straight title and
third sweep in four years (2008,
2009, 2011). For Chu, it was his

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING FOR POSSESSION…Cougar Emily McCue, No. 49, and Blue Devil Katherine Frega,
No. 22, battle for possession of the ball. The highly improved Blue Devils won 17-2 in Westfield on
April 21, 2010.

David B. Corbin (April 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A BIG SAVE...Raider goalkeeper Cole Weber, No. 30, makes the save on Cougar Brendan
Halpin’s, No. 22, shot during the “Cole’s Cup” at Wexler Field in Scotch Plains on April 19, 2014.

at Gary Kehler Stadium in
Westfield. The score was tied, 4-
4, at halftime and senior attacker
Paul DeVita notched all three of
his goals in the half. Jackson
O’Leary scored three goals and
Ryan Bohrod scored twice.

April 19, 2012: Questions as
to which baseball team is tops in
Union County got even more in-
teresting when the Westfield Blue
Devils plated a pair of insurance
runs in the bottom of the sixth
inning then shut down the No. 6-
ranked Governor Livingston (GL)
Highlanders in the seventh to
earn a 5-2 victory at Bob
Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield.
Blue Devil senior Mike Mondon,
who improved his record to 3-0,
scattered six hits over seven in-
nings and yielded one walk, while
striking out four Highlanders, who

recently suffered their first de-
feat at the bats of Mendham.

April 19, 2012: An explosive
hitting lineup and effective pitch-
ing showcased the strengths of
the Cranford Cougar girls’ soft-
ball team when it scored eight
runs in the first inning to earn a
12-4 victory over Westfield in
Westfield.

Julie Saragusa belted two home
runs and had four RBI in her four
plate appearances. On the
mound, she yielded three earned
runs on 12 hits, retired four bat-
ters and walked one. Melissa
Moreno also went 3-for-4, in-
cluding a two-run homer and an
RBI single. Stephanie Bagniewski
banged a two-run single, and
Allison Verrelli had a double and
an RBI bunt single. Izzy Acton
and Jess Casale each had two

with a combined height of 25-0.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raid-

ers Rashan Gary, with a shove of
48-8 and Billy Castore took top
honors in the shot put with a
distance of 96-10.5. For the girls,
Cougars Bryanna Grant and
Regine Hunter broke their own
MR of 73-5.25 (2012) in the triple
jump with a combined distance
of 73-8. Grant and Hunter joined
Ashley McGuire and Laura Van
Horn to win the shuttle hurdles
with a time of 1:05.19. Blue Dev-
ils Mae Devin and Ida Chen took
first in the pole vault with a height
of 16-0. Raiders Samantha
Renfree at 118-5 (meet’s best
toss) and Christy Monroy won
the javelin with a combined dis-
tance of 213-4.

April 18, 2012: Offense be-
came the 14th-ranked Westfield

Blue Devil boys lacrosse team’s
best defense for the first three
quarters then goalkeeper Alex
McHugh withstood a furious bar-
rage of shots in the fourth quar-
ter to scoot the Blue Devils past
the No. 3 Chatham Cougars, 9-8,

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-9  Thursday, April 23, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE CALL AT FIRST BASE…Blue Devil pitcher Mike Mondon fires to first baseman Mike
Coletta in an attempt to pick off Highlander Ryan Place. Westfield defeated Governor Livingston,
5-2 (April 19, 2012).

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MINISTER OF DEFENSE…Goalkeeper Alex McHugh, No. 22, withstood a furious barrage of
shots in the fourth quarter to allow the Blue Devils to scoot past the No. 3 Chatham Cougars, 9-8, in
Westfield on April 18, 2012.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
shortstop Mike Ridge was in-
volved in several fine putouts,
one being a Binkiewicz-to-sec-
ond-to-first double play in the
second inning. Joe D’Annunzio
went 2-for-2, with a triple, 3 RBI
and 2 runs scored.

April 18, 2009: Plainfield
broke two meet records and
Rahway broke two more in the
boys’ portion of the Blue Devil
Invitational track & field meet at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 18. The Blue Devil boys
had eight top-six placements and
the girls had five, while the Raider
boys had seven placements and
the girls had six. Blue Devils Tim
Woods and Dave Fishman won
the team pole vault with a height
of 23’6” followed by Raiders Alex
Carow and John Domanski with a
height of 22’6”.

Blue Devils Mike Kelley (1,200),
Pat Gray (400), Josh Einbinder
(800) and Ryan Scrudato be-
came a baton drop away from
winning the distance medley re-
lay (DMR). Kelley had a fine run

third UCT title (2008 at second
doubles, 2010 at first doubles).

Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner, who has coached boys
and girls soccer and boys tennis
and swimming, achieved a mile-
stone by recording his 100th tour-
nament victory – that included
county, conference and group
only and does not include an
invitational, such as the Delbarton
Tournament, etc.

April 17, 2010: Mike Ridge
ripped two hits and had three
RBI, and Marcus Rivera had two
hits and scored twice for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School baseball team in a 4-1
victory over host Union City on
April 17.

April 21, 2010: Senior
midfielder Val Hoffman found a
seam in the center of the Cranford

High School girls lacrosse team’s
defense and scored six goals to
lead the 5-3 Lady Blue Devils to
a 17-2 victory at Tamaques Park
in Westfield on April 21. The Blue
Devils patiently worked the ball
around to successfully pull the
Cougars’ defense out of position.
Courtney Weisse fired in three
goals and added three assists,
and junior attacker Ali Rose also
found the net three times, while
adding an assist. Cougars Nai-
Lin Choy-Shen and Nicki Kleiman
each scored once.

April 22, 2010: Senior Gary
Binkiewicz tossed a one-hitter
and permitted only two walks,
while striking out three, to lead
the 10-4 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders baseball team to a 10-0,
five-inning shutout of 6-5 Union
in Scotch Plains. Defensively,

but dropped the baton just be-
fore he finished his leg. Gray ran
back to pick it up, but made up
some good time when he handed
off to Einbinder, who gave
Scrudato good position with
Union’s Jon Jackson, who pulled
slightly ahead on the final lap to
win with a time of 10:37.1 to the
Blue Devils’ 10:37.9.

Blue Devils Tyler Cusick, An-
drew Flood, Kevin Ramos and
Julian Applebaum finished sec-
ond in the 4x800 with a time of
8:15.3. Blue Devils Ricardo
Johnson and Jhakyse Williams
placed second in the long jump
with a distance of 40’11.75”. In
the girls’ events, Raiders Sara
Canfield (16’7”) and Whitney
Adams (15’10.5”) took top hon-
ors in the long jump with a dis-
tance of 32’5.5”.
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