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Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
KEEPING A SENSE OF HOPE...“Stay Strong” balloon creations are popping up all over Westfield and the surrounding
areas to help bring people together during these troubling times. This 15-foot high creation welcomes everyone who enters
Breeze Knoll Drive in Westfield and fills them with a sense of hope.

Food Drive Planned for
Friday, Donations Sought

AREA — The local communities of
Westfield, Garwood, Cranford,
Fanwood, Clark, Mountainside and
Scotch Plains have teamed up to help
support the Rahway Food for Friends
Food Bank & Soup Kitchen. The public
is asked to help by donating the
necessary food pantry items on Friday,
April 10, at the times and locations
listed below.

For those who want to help, but
cannot get out or do not want to risk
being outside, donations can be made at
www.rahwayfoodforfriendsnj.org/
donate.

There will be two drop-off points in
Westfield:

Westfield/Mountainside - (9 a.m. to
noon) -- Northside of Westfield - 322
Elm Street, at the Hertell Building -
Shoreline East Construction Corp truck
will be there.

Westfield - (9 a.m. to noon) -- South
Side - 490 Otisco Drive - Westfield -
Look for the Harmony Design Group
truck.

Garwood/Cranford - (9 a.m. to noon)
- Crossroads - 78 North Ave., Garwood
- look for the Cuccaro Landscaping &

Star Painting, Inc. trucks.
Fanwood/Scotch Plains - (10 a.m. to

1 p.m.) - Shovlin Mattress Factory - 35
South Ave. Fanwood - There will be
multiple Shovlin vehicles ready.

Clark - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Arthur L.
Johnson High School - 365 Westfield
Ave., Clark - A Plus Painting and Design
Inc. will have a truck on location to
collect.

Items Needed Non-Perishables (but
not limited to):

Food Related Items:  pasta, rice, pasta
sauces, baby food (canned & shelf stable),
canned goods (veggies, fruit, beans, etc.),
can openers (extras around the house),
mac and cheese, jelly, canned tuna, cereal,
snack bars, peanut butter or other nut
butter jars, Lunchables, crackers, canned
or boxed soups, oatmeal, apple sauce,
shelf stable milk - any type, other non-
perishable items.

Non-Food Items needed:  hand and
body lotion, shampoo, sanitizer and
sanitizer wipes, toilet paper, napkins,
conditioner, soap, toothpaste,
deodorant, disposable razors (men's and
women's), disposable diapers -
especially sizes 3, 4, 5, and 6 and socks.

Freeholder Chair Praises Residents For
‘Community Effort’ Amid Pandemic

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday continued
their Facebook Live streaming of remote
meetings during the COVID-19
coronavirus pandemic.

At the start of the meeting, Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella thanked the
“thousands of residents who are pitching
in to help stop this COVID-19 virus any
way they can.”

“I’d like to recognize this tremendous
community effort,” he said. “Through
all the difficulty, people in Union County
are reaching out to help one another as
I’ve never seen before.”

He called the county’s COVID-19
drive-through testing site, which opened
to county residents on March 23, “a
truly outstanding endeavor by all the
volunteers and all the staff that are
working so hard.”

“They have been working long hours
and doing their utmost to ensure that
Union County residents with symptoms
can get tested. Because of their hard
work, hundreds of Union County
residents are getting vital information
about their medical condition as quickly
as possible,” he said.

He said anyone who is exhibiting
symptoms should call the test center at
(908) 214-7107 and speak to a health
professional about making an
appointment for a test.

“You do not need to see a doctor and
you do not need a prescription and you
do not need health insurance. This test
is free,” he said.

Freeholder Mirabella noted that
essential county services such as
emergency shelters, family crisis and
mental health operations are still
available. County residents can review
the list of these services at ucnj.org.

At the March 26 meeting, Mr.
Mirabella called COVID-19 an
“unprecedented challenge of a historic
scale.” He said “our actions now will
shape the character of generations to
come.”

During last Thursday’s meeting, the
board approved 20 resolutions. Among
them was a $64,400 agreement to
Chester-based Harrington Recycling
Co., Inc. to provide labor and equipment
for the cleanup and removal of logs,
brush, wood chips and stumps at the
Houdaille Quarry in Springfield.

Joseph Graziano, director of
engineering, public works and facilities
management, said the county has a state
permit that allows a maximum capacity
of 7,500 cubic yards of material on site.
Currently, the county has 10,000 cubic
yards of material on the site, thus
exceeding the state’s permit.

Mr. Graziano said the county received
bids ranging from $64,400 up to
$600,000 for the work. He noted that
the equipment needed to process the

COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

4,358 cases, 95 deaths
Cranford - 156 cases,  1 death
Fanwood - 25 cases, 2 deaths

Garwood - 16 cases
Mountainside - 9 cases, 1 death

Scotch Plains - 91 cases
Westfield - 98 cases, 3 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Photo courtesy of Michael Esposito
LENDING A HAND...Maintaining social distancing precautions, Jefferson
Elementary School in conjunction with Plainfield Food Pantry as well as Lunches
Wednesday with St. Josephs collected and delivered donated food items to help
those in need.

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
DESERTED...A deserted Lord & Taylor department Store parking lot is symbolic
of the times we are living in during the stay-at-home lockdown caused by the
coronavirus COVID-19.

Area Residents Unite to Support
Hunger Relief During COVID

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Businesses are shut
down, unemployment is on the rise,
and food pantries have found them-
selves with more need and less food.
According to Nicole Williams at
the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey (CFBNJ), there has been a
20-percent increase in need across
its network, with the hardest hit
areas of New Jersey, such as the
City of Newark and Atlantic County,
increasing 50 to 60 percent.

CFBNJ and its partner agencies,
such as the St. Joseph Social Ser-
vice Center in Elizabeth, the Ro-
man Catholic Church of the Im-
maculate Heart Food Pantry in
Scotch Plains and the Westfield
Food Pantry, rely on donations from

weekly school sandwich programs,
food drives and businesses. Pan-
tries also acquire food through the
Gleaning Direct Program. Glean-
ing is when grocery stores donate
blemished produce and products
that can no longer be sold. CFBNJ
facilitates the relationships between
stores and the local food pantries
have volunteers pick up the sup-
plies. CFBNJ gleaned more than
1.2 million pounds of food in March
of 2019, compared to only 340,000
pounds of food last month.

Gleaning donations are down for
the St. Joseph center as well, ac-
cording to Bernadette Murphy, who
serves on the center’s leadership
team. The effects of COVID-19 have
taken a big problem and made it
even greater, she said. A large num-

ber of the center’s clients were work-
ing multiple jobs, struggling to make
ends meet, said Ms. Murphy, and
losing their employment due to shut-
downs has made feeding their fami-
lies even harder. There also is an
increase in new clients calling St.
Joseph and asking about the center’s
programs. Rosemarie O’Hare from
the Westfield Food Pantry said they
helped 50 families in the last two
weeks. “This is just the beginning
of the economic decline in our com-
munity,” Ms. Murphy said.

Residents from many local com-
munities have banded together to
help local food pantries. Westfield’s
Jefferson Elementary School’s PTO
and Early Act Club organized com-
munity-wide food drives on Mon-
days and Wednesdays for the
Plainfield Food Pantry and St. Jo-
seph the past few weeks. Starting
tomorrow, Friday, April 10, there
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Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com

Sports — A Special Look Through
the Rearview Mirror of High School

Sports in Years Past.

Initiative Launched to
Feed Essential Workers

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION — Fred Rogers quoted
his mother about looking for the
helpers when scary things happen.
Doctors, nurses, police, fire, public
works employees, emergency medi-
cal technicians, grocery store em-
ployees, truck drivers, postal work-
ers, delivery services and others
keep our state and local communi-
ties moving forward, but the help-
ers themselves need to keep going.
Residents from Westfield, Cranford
and Mountainside are raising money
and purchasing meals from local
restaurants to feed the workers on
the frontlines of the COVID pan-
demic.

Feed the Frontline: Westfield is
one initiative. Its goal, says orga-
nizer Steve Voice, is to help local
businesses and say thank you to the
healthcare community for their tire-
less efforts. Feed the Frontline:
Westfield has a Facebook page with
updates and a gofundme.com page
to raise funds. As of Tuesday
evening, more than $50,000 was
raised to help feed essential person-
nel. Meals have been donated to
Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit and Robert Wood Johnson Uni-
versity Hospital in Rahway. Feed
the Frontline: Westfield has fed
healthcare workers every day for
the last week and expands its efforts
daily to feed more doctors, nurses
and support staff at various hospi-
tals in the area.

FLAG (Front Line Appreciation
Group) of Cranford has partnered
with commuter app Boxcar, owned
by Cranford resident Joe Colangelo,
to help meet the needs of essential
workers. Boxcar is typically used to
rent parking spaces, but since many

people are working from home, Mr.
Colangelo set his app to reserve
meals instead. People wishing to
help can visit  https://
platform.boxcarapp.com/listings/
266/reserve to “reserve a spot” for
$15.49, which pays for about one
and a half meals.

 Donators are encouraged to make
as many “reservations” as they can.
Some of the places they have do-
nated to so far are City MD Urgent
Care in Clark, ShopRite of Clark,
and Summit Medical Group Urgent
Care in Westfield. As of Tuesday
evening, 1,656 meals have been
donated and almost $27,000 raised,

Planning Board
Postpones Apps.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The planning
board this week decided to put off
until its Monday, May 4 meeting
several applications, including one
seeking approval to develop a North
Avenue property into a three-story
office building, another that would
subdivide a Central Avenue prop-
erty in order to build two new
houses, and a third seeking permis-
sion to renovate a Westfield Avenue
medical office.

The board’s Monday evening
meeting, like those held in other
towns, was conducted without the
public present due to the restric-
tions on gatherings stemming from
the coronavirus pandemic. It is un-
clear at the present time if those
guidelines will be loosened by the
board’s May 4 meeting, when it will

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



Page 6 Thursday, April 9, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                       A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

Westfield Leader only

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Stay Safe.  Be Strong.
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

521 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered for $1,699,000

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Thank You for Your

Continued Support

of Local Journalism

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Westfield Board of Education will accept
bids for Partial Shingle Roof Replace-
ment and Related Work at Jefferson
Elementary School, together with all work
incidental thereto, in accordance with the
requirements of the drawings and specifi-
cations prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, P.C. (FVHD), Architects-Planners,
FVHD Project #5156G.

Sealed Bids will be received for:
Single Overall Contract (C008 or C009
with C047 and C072)

Sealed Bids are to be sent by mail or
carrier with proof of delivery, as no one will
be available to receive hand delivered
bids.  Bid Proposals are due by Tuesday,
May 12, 2020, 2:00 PM, to the Westfield
Board of Education; 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090. Any Bid
received after that time shall be rejected. A
virtual bid opening will be held via the
following WebEx link:

https://westfieldnjk12.webex.com/
westfieldnjk12/onstage/g.php?MTID=
eedb69082a944d3b0285ff3ab5c3a2ac9

  Bid Documents for the proposed Work
are on file at the office of the Architect,
FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Trenton,
New Jersey 08618, and may be obtained
by prospective bidders electronically via
direct download (pdf format), electronic
file on disc, or printed paper set.  Informa-
tion about the Project can be found on our
website: www.fvhdpc.com under CON-
TRACTOR, BID LISTING. Downloadable
Electronic Bid Documents are available
without fee. Bid Documents by disk will be
available for a non-refundable fee of $25,
or by paper set for a non-refundable de-
posit of $150 for each paper set. Checks
for disks and paper sets are payable in
advance to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie,
P.C. If contractor requests shipping, a di-
rect shipping account number must be
provided to the Architect and for paper
sets, a separate non-refundable handling
fee of $25 per set payable in advance.
Bidders should only rely on original digital
and paper versions of the bidding contract
documents obtained directly from the
Architect’s office. Any bidder should con-
tact the Architect’s office at (609) 883-
7101 to confirm availability of documents.
To obtain bid documents, please down-
load and fill out the “Bidder Registration
Form,” available at https://fvhdpc.com/bids/
bidlisting, and fax or email the completed
form to the Architect’s Office. Upon receipt
of the form, electronic bid documents will
be made available for download with an
emailed link that will have an expiration
date. If disk or paper sets are requested,
mail the required payment by check, to the
Architect’s Office. Upon receipt of pay-
ment, disk or paper sets will be shipped, or
made available for pick-up. All requests
for information (RFI) must be submit-
ted via facsimile at (609) 883-2694 or
via common carrier to the Architect
with the Architect Project Name and

Project Number referenced.  RFI re-
quest submitted to the Architect via E-
mail will not be accepted or responded
to.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in du-
plicate (one original and one copy) in a
sealed, addressed to the Owner, bearing
company name and address, including
contact name and email address, and
clearly marked “BID” with the contract title
and/or bid number on the outside of the
envelope and must be accompanied by a
Certified Check, Cashier’s Check or Bid
Bond drawn to the order of the Owner in
the amount of ten percent (10%) of the
amount of the bid, but in no case in excess
of $20,000; and must be delivered to the
above place on or before the hour named.
The Board of Education and the Architect
assume no responsibility for bids mailed or
misdirected in delivery.

If the bid exceeds $20,000 bidder must
be pre-qualified by the New Jersey Divi-
sion of Property Management and Con-
struction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/ Classification Certificate shall
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Proposition of Surety
shall be executed by an approved surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with N.J.S.A. 2A:44-143, and 2A:44-144
and with the three highest rating catego-
ries of rating companies nationally recog-
nized.

This project is subject to the New Jersey
State Prevailing Wage Act, N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.27 et seq.

Pursuant to “The Public Works Contrac-
tor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48
et seq., bidders and their subcontractors
are required to be registered with the New
Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce
Development and to possess a current
certificate by said Department indicating
compliance with the Act prior to the time
and date that bids are received.

All bidders must comply with N.J.S.A.
10:5-31 et seq., N.J.A.C. 17:27 et seq. and
N.J.S.A. 10:2-1.  An Initial Project
Workforce Report will be required from the
successful bidder (Form AA-201).

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject all bids pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-
22 and to waive minor informalities in the
bidding in accordance with applicable law.

By Order of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation.

Dana Sullivan,
Business Administrator/

Board Secretary
1 T - 04/09/20, The Leader Fee: $124.44

PUBLIC NOTICE

Local Colleges Transition to
Distance Learning

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

UNION — Colleges and
universities around the country have
closed in response to the COVID-19
scare. Institutions in Union County
are no exceptions: Kean University
has decided to implement distance
learning as a safety precaution. Kean
began by announcing a brief two-
week suspension of all physical
classes, but has since announced that
physical classes will remain
suspended until the end of the spring
semester, as per the governor’s
executive order. In lieu of physical
classes, Kean has transitioned to
distance education.

Remote education, distance
education, and e-learning all refer to
varying forms of instructional
methodologies that rely on technology
and the internet to deliver course
material. Distance learning can range
from something as simple and solitary
as a PowerPoint presentation to
something as social as a 25-person
video chat. The term is broad and can
sometimes cause a bit of confusion
amongst participants.

Kean has given instructors
complete freedom regarding what
tools they can use to deliver necessary
course material to students. This
flexibility allows convenience for
instructors and students, albeit the
student experience may be a bit of a
hodgepodge given the variety of
available programs. In addition to
allowing teachers to choose their
favorite platforms for digital
instruction, Kean has fortified
instructors with multiple learning
opportunities.

Karen Smith, vice-president of
Kean University Relations, reassures
that Kean’s instructional faculty have
received extensive training for this
situation.

Instructors like Professor Debbie
Bagnato have agreed that, “In an effort
to support, hold onto, and keep
students engaged, many emails were
sent, as well as setting up discussion
platforms, new information threads,
handy phone apps, announcements
with interesting (or silly) pictures —
anything to keep another student
coming back.”

Despite this, distance learning can
still prove difficult to navigate. It
can be difficult to decide how to
most accurately and intuitively
convert material, though this is
through no fault of the university.
Professor Bagnato explains the
difficulty lies in translating the work
to a digital content while the work
itself is due: “The extra work for
instructors, especially those with
multiple classes, is staggering
because they are changing the entire
semester during the semester. That
requires rewriting assignment sheets
or class activities... This is a juggling
act of sorts...”

For students, distance learning can
be challenging because of the inherent
layer of inconsistency it entails: no
two living situations are the same.
Some students may find the digital
switch challenging because of
outdated or otherwise dysfunctional
personal technology, work schedules
(for those who are “essential
personnel”), child and family care, or
other environmental conflicts.
Professor Bagnato stated that “these
students did not sign on for an online
course most are entirely unprepared.”
Shockingly enough, one of the hurdles
that hinders these, and many other
students in America, is weak or
unreliable internet connections: there
is a good portion of Americans who
still do not have access to high-speed
Internet in their homes. Monica
Anderson and Andrew Perrin of The
Pew Research Center reported in 2018
that 17 percent of students between
grades K – 12 have trouble completing
homework on a near regular basis.
While their survey did not include
college students, who often have
access to free computer labs and free
wifi, it does reveal an unknown truth
about accessibility. Limited Internet
access is a prominent barrier to many
American students even in this
modernized era.

In an attempt to alleviate this and
other hardships, companies and
universities are working hard to give

students the tools they need. FedLoan
Servicing, for example, has suspended
interest accruement on student loans,
and Comcast has a special offer that
provides 60 days’ worth of free
Internet to low-income people, which
includes students. Institutions like
Kean offer academically supportive
services like remote advisement,
tutoring and counseling, and a laptop
loaning program that helps eligible
students maximize accessibility. Kean
will also allow students to opt for a
pass/fail grading system as opposed
to the standard letter system for up to
two classes. The advantage to the pass/
fail is that a pass will not weigh down a
student’s grade point average the same
way a low letter grade might. This is
especially helpful for digitized hands-
on classes like labs, or difficult classes
outside a student’s field of study.

Still ,  students nationwide
maintain other concerns, such as
being forced out of school housing
before gathering their personal
belongings — many students who
utilize school housing that went
home for spring recess have been
unable to return to their dorms to
retrieve items like clothing, bedding,
and kitchenware. Students also have
been pushing for tuition
reimbursement, as they are now
paying for housing and other
amenities that they are no longer
permitted to use. Members of the
graduating class of 2020 are also
concerned both about the status of
their degrees — will this bout of
distance learning jeopardize their
courses’ validity? Likewise, the
graduating classes of 2020 have
been holding their collective breath,
hoping for, at least, a traditional
commencement ceremony.
However, this prestigious rite of
passage has fallen victim to COVID-
19 as well.

Margret McCorry, director of media
relations at Kean, has commented on
Kean’s position regarding a few of
these concerns. She has confirmed
that Kean currently has an assistance
program for students who are
experiencing housing hardships and
food insecurity and that the institution
is in the process of finalizing a food
and housing reimbursement plan for
students. Kean President Dawood
Farahi revealed in an email sent on
March 26 that Kean, too, would have
to cancel its commencement
ceremony to keep in line with the
legal and safety restrictions set forth
by Governor Phil Murphy and the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. Currently, a virtual
commencement experience is being
designed for graduates. The details
are still unclear, but the experience is
projected to be something graduates
will be able to keep.

As the quarantine continues, there
are sure to be more concerns to
address. For now, collegiate
administrators are doing their utmost
to maintain a sense of normalcy in
these unprecedented times.

AIT Student Offers
Free Tutoring

My name is Alex Keri and I am a
junior at the Academy for Informa-
tion Technology high school in Scotch
Plains. I have been thinking of ways
in which I can help others manage
through this very challenging time
and have decided the best way I can
help is by offering free math tutoring
to students ranging from elementary
to high school.

I have a passion for math and am
the president of the Math League at
my high school. I scored an 800 on
the Math section of the SAT and
Math 2 SAT II subject exam and
regularly compete in math competi-
tions, most recently winning a com-
petition at Seton Hall.

I enjoy helping other students and
offer tutoring at my school (I also
tutor my sister and her friends). I am
currently taking Multivariable Cal-
culus and Linear Algebra and have
taken AP Calculus AB and BC, re-
ceiving A’s in all classes and a 5 on
each AP exam. I am able to tutor math
courses at all levels.

It must be very difficult for stu-
dents (and parents) right now given
that schools are closed. Some are
trying to figure out “virtual learning”
while others without technology are
working on weekly hand-out assign-
ments.

This is a time for us to come to-
gether and help one another. I want to
do my part by offering free on-line or
phone tutoring. Please feel free to
reach out to me at
alexk050603@gmail.com.

wood would cost the county between
$1.5 and $2 million, equipment the
county currently does not possess. He
said the county has been removing ash
trees due to the Emerald Ash Borer,
which has been killing ash trees. He
said the logs have been stored at the
quarry.

“So this (contract) is just getting rid
of that stuff to get it down to what it
should be so we’re below what the
permit allows on that,” Mr. Graziano
said.

In an email question submitted to the
board secretary by Bruce Paterson of
Garwood, he questioned why the
“dozens and dozens of workers in our
[Department of Public Works]” could
not clear away brush or cut logs.

“The freeholders need to explain why
they are wasting $64,000 of taxpayer
money to a third party when we have
workers on staff that are probably
capable of the same work,” Mr. Paterson
said.

In response, Mr. Graziano said, “this
is specialty work; we don’t have the
equipment to do this type of work.” He
said the county has not recycled wood
products “in about five years.”

“The staff that is out there now
currently has a full day’s work well over
five days a week,” Mr. Graziano said.

Also approved was a six-month
extension of the county’s shared-
services agreement with the Union
County Improvement Authority (UCIA)
to provide financial management
services for capital projects in an amount
not to exceed $30,000.

Mr. Paterson said he found “strange
that out of the myriads of people
populating our finance department, that
we have no one on staff capable of
doing these financial services to save
the taxpayers the $30,000. The
taxpayers need an explanation as to
why we are contracting out these
assumed extraordinary services to a
third party and we request the details
these extraordinary services consist of.”

County Manager Ed Oatman said the
agreement “actually does save taxpayers
money” by having the county’s finance
department do the work in-house

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Front Line
which will continue to go directly
back to Cranford restaurants.
Cranford businesses Think D’Sign
Print and TC Graphics are selling
lawn signs and T-shirts that resi-
dents can purchase at tdpnj.com/
flag. A portion of the proceeds goes
to FLAG Cranford.

Mountainside Cares, launched on
March 22, has been helping to feed
the workers at Overlook and had
raised more than $11,000 in the
first week. Email
mountainsidecares@gmail.com to
find out how to help. Similar groups
in Berkeley Heights and Summit
also have formed and the initiatives
are coordinating so they can avoid
duplication and feed as many
healthcare workers as possible.

Photo courtesy of Pamela Newell
REMEMBERING BEAUTIFUL TUSCANY...While on a driving tour of Tuscany,
Gail Smith, Robert Newell, Pam Newell and Frank Smith caught up on the news
on the Piazza del Campo in Sienna. Their week-long residence was on the
Faragamo Estate in Il Borro, Tuscany, Italy.

will be a drive benefiting Rahway’s
Food for Friends pantry and soup
kitchen.

Local businesses have donated
pick-up trucks to hold and transport
the food. Donations can be dropped
off from 9 a.m. to noon at The Hertell
Building at 322 Elm Street (Shore-
line East Construction Corp. truck)
and 490 Otisco Drive (Harmony
Design Group truck) in Westfield
and at Crossroads in Garwood
(Cuccaro Landscaping and Star
Painting trucks). Drop-offs from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. are located at Shovlin
Mattress Factory in Fanwood
(Shovlin trucks) and at Arthur L.
Johnson High School in Clark (A+
Painting truck). More information
about these drives and items the
food pantries need can be found on
the Facebook pages of Jefferson
School PTO and The Westfield
Leader.

The Westfield Food Pantry
(WFP), which usually operates out
of the Holy Trinity Roman Catholic
Church, currently is closed for indi-
vidual donations, but is running an
ongoing drive with the Westfield
Area YMCA to help address the
increased need. Food can be
dropped off in the front vestibule of
the Y. “The police have been won-

hold public hearings on the three
applications. 440 North Avenue East
LLC wants to build a three-story
office building at 440 North Av-
enue, next to the now vacant Vine
Ripe Market building. Several vari-
ances are required, including one
allowing 41 parking spaces when
the requirement is for 49 spaces.
The applicant also will be seeking
permission for parking space di-
mensions slightly less than what is
required.

A third variance seeks permis-
sion for a 19.72-foot setback for a
free-standing front-yard sign when
the requirement is for a 20-foot set-
back.

923 Central Avenue LLC will seek
the board’s approval to demolish
the existing one-family dwelling at
923 Central Avenue, across from
the Duncan Hill apartment com-
plex, and subdivide the property
into two lots, with each newly-drawn
lot containing a new single-family
dwelling. Several variances will be
requested relating to lot size, lot
frontage and driveway width.

Another applicant, 570 Westfield
Avenue LLC, will seek approval to
renovate and make alterations to an
existing medical office at 570
Westfield Avenue by improving the
basement to allow for a conference
room/break room, a bathroom and
an office for the business manager.
The applicant also wants to convert
the second and third floors to two-
bedroom apartments. Variances will
be sought relating to front-yard set-
backs and parking spaces.

In other business, the board me-
morialized its March 2 6-to-2 ap-
proval of an application to subdi-
vide the property at 444 Mountain
Avenue, retain the existing single-
family house and build a new single-
family home on the newly-created
lot.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Planning Bd.
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Food Banks
derful,” said Ms. O’Hare, noting
that they have been picking up do-
nations from the Y and delivering
food to families in need. The WFP
also supplied the YWCA for people
who have been sheltering at a center
for victims of domestic violence.

Richard Wagner from the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church Food Pantry in
Scotch Plains said the pantry is open,
despite the church being closed. The
pantry serves families in need on
Wednesdays between 10:30 a.m.
and noon, and those wishing to do-
nate can drop off food then. He said
the pantry does not turn anyone away
and asked for pantry staples, as fresh
food such as produce or meat will
spoil.

Ms. Murphy said the community
response thus far has been tremen-
dous and the St. Joseph center has
received “countless deliveries of
emergency food bags and sand-
wiches.” Ms. Murphy also said Vil-
lage Supermarkets, which operates
the Garwood and Elizabeth
ShopRites, has helped by placing
shopping bags with a list of sup-
plies in its stores for customers to
purchase. St. Michael Roman Catho-
lic Church in Cranford donated five
carloads of food last week, she said,
and according to the church’s
Facebook page, has another drive
planned for today, Thursday, April
9, from 9 to 10 a.m.

Stop & Shop, which has locations
in Westfield and Watchung, recently
donated $100,000 to CFBNJ, ac-
cording to Stefanie Shuman, the
company’s external communica-
tions manager. This was part of a
$1-million initiative to donate to
regional food bank partners. Ms.
Shuman also said customers can
purchase items at their local stores
and then donate to a local drive like
the ones listed above.

Residents who are unable to drop
off food for these drives, but still
wish to help, can support hunger
relief efforts monetarily by donat-
ing to CFBNJ through its website,
cfbnj.org, or by visiting the food
pantry websites. Families that find
themselves in need can visit https:/
/cfbnj.org/findfood/ to find local
food pantries.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Susan Dougerty Myrill for The Westfield Leader
FOOD FOR  ANYONE...At the First Methodist Church in Westfield, food for
anyone who needs it is stored in this little cubby in the front of the church.

without the need for the UCIA having
to hire a separate vendor.

In response to an inquiry by Mr.
Paterson regarding the county budget
process that has been delayed by the
COVID pandemic, Mr. Oatman said
the county will announce on its website
when the process will resume.

“And we will have public comments
and participation,” Mr. Oatman said.

The next freeholder meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, April 23, at
5 p.m.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
STAY SAFE...The Cranford Theater marque urges the community to stay safe
during the current national amd state emergency.
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COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

4,358 cases, 95 deaths
Cranford - 156 cases,  1 death
Fanwood - 25 cases, 2 deaths

Garwood - 16 cases
Mountainside - 9 cases, 1 death

Scotch Plains - 91 cases
Westfield - 93 cases, 3 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLOSED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS...The electronic sign outside Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School clearly outlines the
current restrictions amidst the spreading coronavirus pandemic.

Freeholder Chair Praises Residents For
‘Community Effort’ Amid Pandemic

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday continued
their Facebook Live streaming of
remote meetings during the COVID-
19 coronavirus pandemic.

At the start of the meeting,
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella

thanked the “thousands of residents
who are pitching in to help stop this
COVID-19 virus any way they can.”

“I’d like to recognize this
tremendous community effort,” he
said. “Through all the difficulty,
people in Union County are reaching
out to help one another as I’ve never
seen before.”

He called the county’s COVID-19
drive-through testing site, which
opened to county residents on March
23, “a truly outstanding endeavor by
all the volunteers and all the staff that
are working so hard.”

“They have been working long
hours and doing their utmost to ensure
that Union County residents with
symptoms can get tested. Because of
their hard work, hundreds of Union
County residents are getting vital
information about their medical
condition as quickly as possible,” he
said.

He said anyone who is exhibiting
symptoms should call the test center
at (908) 214-7107 and speak to a
health professional about making an
appointment for a test.

“You do not need to see a doctor
and you do not need a prescription
and you do not need health insurance.

This test is free,” he said.
Freeholder Mirabella noted that

essential county services such as
emergency shelters, family crisis and
mental health operations are still
available. County residents can review
the list of these services at ucnj.org.

At the March 26 meeting, Mr.
Mirabella called COVID-19 an
“unprecedented challenge of a historic
scale.” He said “our actions now will
shape the character of generations to
come.”

During last Thursday’s meeting, the
board approved 20 resolutions.
Among them was a $64,400
agreement to Chester-based
Harrington Recycling Co., Inc. to
provide labor and equipment for the
cleanup and removal of logs, brush,
wood chips and stumps at the
Houdaille Quarry in Springfield.

Joseph Graziano, director of
engineering, public works and
facilities management, said the county
has a state permit that allows a
maximum capacity of 7,500 cubic
yards of material on site. Currently,
the county has 10,000 cubic yards of
material on the site, thus exceeding
the state’s permit.

Food Drive Planned for
Friday, Donations Sought

AREA — The local communities
of Westfield, Garwood, Cranford,
Fanwood, Clark, Mountainside and
Scotch Plains have teamed up to
help support the Rahway Food for
Friends Food Bank & Soup Kitchen.
The public is asked to help by
donating the necessary food pantry
items on Friday, April 10, at the
times and locations listed below.

For those who want to help, but
cannot get out or do not want to risk
being outside, donations can be made
at www.rahwayfoodforfriendsnj.org/
donate.

There will be two drop-off points
in Westfield:

Westfield/Mountainside - (9 a.m.
to noon) -- Northside of Westfield -
322 Elm Street, at the Hertell
Building - Shoreline East
Construction Corp truck will be there.

Westfield - (9 a.m. to noon) --
South Side - 490 Otisco Drive -
Westfield - Look for the Harmony
Design Group truck.

Garwood/Cranford - (9 a.m. to
noon) - Crossroads - 78 North Ave.,
Garwood - look for the Cuccaro
Landscaping & Star Painting, Inc.
trucks.

Fanwood/Scotch Plains - (10 a.m.
to 1 p.m.) - Shovlin Mattress Factory
- 35 South Ave., Fanwood - There
will be multiple Shovlin vehicles
ready.

Clark - (10 a.m. to 1 p.m.) - Arthur
L. Johnson High School - 365
Westfield Ave., Clark - A Plus
Painting and Design Inc. will have a
truck on location to collect.

Items Needed Non-Perishables
(but not limited to):

Food Related Items: pasta, rice,
pasta sauces, baby food (canned &
shelf stable), canned goods (veggies,
fruit, beans, etc.), can openers (extras
around the house), mac & cheese,
jelly, canned tuna, cereal, snack bars,
peanut butter or other nut butter jars,
Lunchables, crackers, canned or
boxed soups, oatmeal, apple sauce,
shelf stable milk -- any type, other
non-perishable items.

Non-Food Items needed: hand and
body lotion, shampoo, sanitizer,
sanitizer wipes, toilet paper, napkins,
conditioner, soap, toothpaste,
deodorant, disposable razors (men's
and women's), disposable diapers -
especially sizes 3, 4, 5, and 6 and
socks.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DON’T PLAY BALL...Thanks to the coronavirus pandemic, baseball is on hold,
from the major league level all the way down to local youth baseball leagues, as
Boothe Field in Scotch Plains stands empty instead of being prepared for the
start of games this month.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NO RUSH HOUR...The Fanwood train station, even during the morning rush
hour, has been a virtual ghost town now that businesses have been shut and travel
restrictions have been implemented.

Area Residents Unite to Support
Hunger Relief During COVID

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REGION — Businesses are shut
down, unemployment is on the rise,
and food pantries have found
themselves with more need and less
food. According to Nicole Williams
at the Community FoodBank of New
Jersey (CFBNJ), there has been a 20-
percent increase in need across its
network, with the hardest hit areas of
New Jersey, such as the City of
Newark and Atlantic County,
increasing 50 to 60 percent.

CFBNJ and its partner agencies,
such as the St. Joseph Social Service
Center in Elizabeth, the Roman

Catholic Church of the Immaculate
Heart Food Pantry in Scotch Plains
and the Westfield Food Pantry, rely
on donations from weekly school
sandwich programs, food drives and
businesses. Pantries also acquire food
through the Gleaning Direct Program.
Gleaning is when grocery stores
donate blemished produce and
products that can no longer be sold.
CFBNJ facilitates the relationships
between stores and the local food
pantries have volunteers pick up the
supplies. CFBNJ gleaned more than
1.2 million pounds of food in March
of 2019, compared to only 340,000
pounds of food last month.

Gleaning donations are down for
the St. Joseph center as well, according
to Bernadette Murphy, who serves on
the center’s leadership team. The
effects of COVID-19 have taken a
big problem and made it even greater,
she said. A large number of the center’s
clients were working multiple jobs,
struggling to make ends meet, said
Ms. Murphy, and losing their
employment due to shutdowns has
made feeding their families even
harder. There also is an increase in
new clients calling St. Joseph and
asking about the center’s programs.
Rosemarie O’Hare from the Westfield
Food Pantry said they helped 50
families in the last two weeks. “This
is just the beginning of the economic
decline in our community,” Ms.
Murphy said.

Residents from many local
communities have banded together to
help local food pantries. Westfield’s

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Mayor Smith Says Next Few
Weeks Will Be ‘Bad Ones’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Mayor
Alexander Smith said on Tuesday that
while he hopes that within the next few
weeks, “we’ll be on the other side” of
the worst of the coronavirus pandemic,
reports state that “the next few weeks
are going to be bad ones.” At the
township council’s conference meeting
— which, like its March 24 meeting,
was attended in person only by a small
group of township officials while the
others were connected by telephone
conference call — the mayor reiterated
a number of guidelines for avoiding
personal contact in an effort to stem the
spread of the virus, which has infected
91 township residents.

The mayor reminded people to
observe social distancing by staying at
least six feet away from others, and he
made a special plea to school children
not to congregate with their friends.
The mayor recommended that people
wear a mask and gloves when venturing

outside their homes — and he also
urged that those ties be “properly”
disposed of instead of being dropped in
parking lots.

Health official De Zheng also spoke
to the meeting via telephone to provide
an update on the virus’ spread, and he
echoed Mayor Smith’s
recommendations for social distancing
and also reminded people to wash their
hands regularly. He said that his office
does track each coronavirus case in an
effort to determine how the infected
person may have contracted it.

Township Manager Al Mirabella said
all township parks —like state and
county parks — are now closed to the
public, meaning cars are not allowed in
parking lots and people are not allowed
to be in parks. He called it a “drastic but
necessary” move. He also said the
township website is being regularly
updated to provide the latest news and
developments about the virus. In other
business, the council passed a resolution

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Fanwood Council Okays
Tax Deadline Flexibility

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council during
their remotely-held meeting Monday
unanimously approved a resolution
providing Fanwood residents
financial flexibility regarding the
Friday, May 1 quarterly property-
tax deadline. Governor Phil Murphy
has not extended that deadline, but
Fanwood residents who do not pay
on time will “face essentially zero
penalty,” stated Mayor Mahr.
Residents who do not pay by Monday,
May 11,, will have to pay a 0000.1-
percent interest penalty on their bill,
the mayor said.

Governor Murphy has maintained
the May 1 property-tax deadline with
an existing 10-day grace period,

stated Mayor Mahr. However, May
10 is “on a Sunday,” so Fanwood
residents’ tax deadline before penalty
is May 11 this year, she noted. The
0000.1-percent interest rate penalty
will expire on Sunday, May 31, stated
Mayor Mahr.

“We wanted to afford Fanwood
residents who needed extra time an
effectual extension,” Mayor Mahr
said.

The mayor said Fanwood must
adhere to state guidelines and legal
mandates pertaining to property-tax
filing deadlines. Without Governor
Murphy’s office indicating an
extension, Fanwood’s leadership
took the initiative to provide an
extension while adhering to existing
deadlines, stated Mayor Mahr.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6



Scotch Plains - Fanwood Times only
Page 6 Thursday, April 9, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                       A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage
fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Stay Safe.  Be Strong.
Westfield East Office • 209 Central Avenue • (908) 233-5555

521 Kimball Avenue, Westfield
Offered for $1,699,000

goleader.com/form/subscribe

Thank You for Your

Continued Support

of Local Journalism

POLICE BLOTTER
Your business can sponsor the Police Blotter

Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, March 24, Kevon T.

Vernon, 24, of Scotch Plains was
arrested on charges of assault and
possession of marijuana. A police
officer witnessed Vernon assault
another male in the municipal lot near
a Westfield Avenue business. Vernon
was transported to police headquarters
and processed.

Tuesday, March 24, a resident of
the 300 block of Haven Avenue
reported that their motor vehicle was
burglarized during the overnight
hours. The matter is under
investigation.

Wednesday, March 25, numerous
residents on the 300 block of Haven
Avenue reported having their motor
vehicles burglarized during the
overnight hours. The incidents are
under investigation.

Wednesday, March 25, a structure
fire was reported on St. Ann Street.
Officers responded and found a heavy
smoke condition. The resident was
safely escorted from the home and
the Scotch Plains Fire Department
responded along with the Fanwood
and Westfield Fire Departments. The
fire departments were able to put down
the fire, which started in the kitchen.
No injuries were reported but the
house sustained heavy damage during
the incident.

Thursday, March 26, officers took
a report of criminal mischief in Green
Forest Park, located on Westfield
Road. Numerous locations were spray
painted. The matter is under
investigation.

Thursday, March 26, officers
responded to a vacant building on the
2500 block of Route 22 on a report of
two people who were seen entering the
building. Officers located two juveniles
inside the building as well as a freshly
spray-painted floor. The juveniles were
turned over to their parents. The
incident is under investigation.

Saturday, March 28, the
management at a gas station located
on Route 22 reported the theft of gas.
A female operating a silver four-door
Hyundai fled without paying. The
case is under investigation.

Sunday, March 29, a resident of the
300 block of Jackson Avenue reported
that their motor vehicle had been

burglarized between March 24 and
March 27. The matter is under
investigation.

Sunday, March 29, a resident of
Valleyscent Avenue reported the theft
of a 2003 Suzuki dirt bike. The victim
stated that he met a prospective buyer
who requested to test-ride the
motorcycle. The suspect never returned.
The motorcycle has been entered as
stolen. The case is under investigation.

Tuesday, March 31, Brian D.
Fitzharris, 44, of Clark was arrested
during a motor vehicle accident
investigation and charged with driving
under the influence. No injuries were
reported. Fitzharris was transported
to police headquarters and processed.

Tuesday, March 31, a business on
the 1800 block of Route 22 reported
an illegal dumping incident. The
matter is under investigation.

Thursday, April 2, a resident of the
300 block of Jackson Avenue reported
that their motor vehicle had been
burglarized sometime during the prior
few days. The matter is under
investigation.

Friday, April 3, a resident of
Ridgeview Avenue reported
fraudulent activity on a credit account.
The matter is under investigation.

Photo courtesy of Pamela Newell
REMEMBERING BEAUTIFUL TUSCANY...While on a driving tour of
Tuscany, Gail Smith, Robert Newell, Pam Newell and Frank Smith caught up on
the news on the Piazza del Campo in Sienna. Their week-long residence was on
the Faragamo Estate in Il Borro, Tuscany, Italy.

Local Colleges Transition to
Distance Learning

By DEVON YANVARY
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — Colleges and
universities around the country have
closed in response to the COVID-19
scare. Institutions in Union County
are no exceptions: Kean University
has decided to implement distance
learning as a safety precaution. Kean
began by announcing a brief two-
week suspension of all physical
classes, but has since announced that
physical classes will remain
suspended until the end of the spring
semester, as per the governor’s
executive order. In lieu of physical
classes, Kean has transitioned to
distance education.

Remote education, distance
education, and e-learning all refer to
varying forms of instructional
methodologies that rely on technology
and the internet to deliver course
material. Distance learning can range
from something as simple and solitary
as a PowerPoint presentation to
something as social as a 25-person
video chat. The term is broad and can
sometimes cause a bit of confusion
amongst participants.

Kean has given instructors
complete freedom regarding what
tools they can use to deliver necessary
course material to students. This
flexibility allows convenience for
instructors and students, albeit the
student experience may be a bit of a
hodgepodge given the variety of
available programs. In addition to
allowing teachers to choose their
favorite platforms for digital
instruction, Kean has fortified
instructors with multiple learning
opportunities.

Karen Smith, vice-president of
Kean University Relations, reassures
that Kean’s instructional faculty have
received extensive training for this
situation.

Instructors like Professor Debbie
Bagnato have agreed that, “In an effort
to support, hold onto, and keep
students engaged, many emails were
sent, as well as setting up discussion
platforms, new information threads,
handy phone apps, announcements
with interesting (or silly) pictures —
anything to keep another student
coming back.”

Despite this, distance learning can
still prove difficult to navigate. It can
be difficult to decide how to most
accurately and intuitively convert
material, though this is through no
fault of the university. Professor
Bagnato explains the difficulty lies in
translating the work to a digital content
while the work itself is due: “The
extra work for instructors, especially
those with multiple classes, is
staggering because they are changing
the entire semester during the
semester. That requires rewriting
assignment sheets or class activities...
This is a juggling act of sorts...”

For students, distance learning can
be challenging because of the inherent
layer of inconsistency it entails: no
two living situations are the same.
Some students may find the digital
switch challenging because of
outdated or otherwise dysfunctional
personal technology, work schedules
(for those who are “essential
personnel”), child and family care, or
other environmental conflicts.
Professor Bagnato stated that “these
students did not sign on for an online
course most are entirely unprepared.”
Shockingly enough, one of the hurdles
that hinders these, and many other
students in America, is weak or
unreliable internet connections: there
is a good portion of Americans who
still do not have access to high-speed
Internet in their homes. Monica
Anderson and Andrew Perrin of The
Pew Research Center reported in 2018
that 17 percent of students between
grades K – 12 have trouble completing
homework on a near regular basis.
While their survey did not include
college students, who often have
access to free computer labs and free
wifi, it does reveal an unknown truth

about accessibility. Limited Internet
access is a prominent barrier to many
American students even in this
modernized era.

In an attempt to alleviate this and
other hardships, companies and
universities are working hard to give
students the tools they need. FedLoan
Servicing, for example, has suspended
interest accruement on student loans,
and Comcast has a special offer that
provides 60 days’ worth of free Internet
to low-income people, which includes
students. Institutions like Kean offer
academically supportive services like
remote advisement, tutoring and
counseling, and a laptop loaning
program that helps eligible students
maximize accessibility. Kean will also
allow students to opt for a pass/fail
grading system as opposed to the
standard letter system for up to two
classes. The advantage to the pass/fail
is that a pass will not weigh down a
student’s grade point average the same
way a low letter grade might. This is
especially helpful for digitized hands-
on classes like labs, or difficult classes
outside a student’s field of study.

Still, students nationwide maintain
other concerns, such as being forced
out of school housing before gathering
their personal belongings — many
students who utilize school housing
that went home for spring recess have
been unable to return to their dorms
to retrieve items like clothing,
bedding, and kitchenware. Students
also have been pushing for tuition
reimbursement, as they are now
paying for housing and other
amenities that they are no longer
permitted to use. Members of the
graduating class of 2020 are also
concerned both about the status of
their degrees — will this bout of
distance learning jeopardize their
courses’ validity? Likewise, the
graduating classes of 2020 have been
holding their collective breath, hoping
for, at least, a traditional
commencement ceremony. However,
this prestigious rite of passage has
fallen victim to COVID-19 as well.

Margret McCorry, director of media
relations at Kean, has commented on
Kean’s position regarding a few of
these concerns. She has confirmed
that Kean currently has an assistance
program for students who are
experiencing housing hardships and
food insecurity and that the institution
is in the process of finalizing a food
and housing reimbursement plan for
students. Kean President Dawood
Farahi revealed in an email sent on
March 26 that Kean, too, would have
to cancel its commencement
ceremony to keep in line with the
legal and safety restrictions set forth
by Governor Phil Murphy and the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. Currently, a virtual
commencement experience is being
designed for graduates. The details
are still unclear, but the experience is
projected to be something graduates
will be able to keep.

As the quarantine continues, there
are sure to be more concerns to
address. For now, collegiate
administrators are doing their utmost
to maintain a sense of normalcy in
these unprecedented times.

Mr. Graziano said the county
received bids ranging from $64,400
up to $600,000 for the work. He
noted that the equipment needed to
process the wood would cost the
county between $1.5 and $2 million,
equipment the county currently does
not possess. He said the county has
been removing ash trees due to the
Emerald Ash Borer, which has been
killing ash trees. He said the logs
have been stored at the quarry.

“So this (contract) is just getting
rid of that stuff to get it down to what
it should be so we’re below what the
permit allows on that,” Mr. Graziano
said.

In an email question submitted to
the board secretary by Bruce
Paterson of Garwood, he questioned
why the “dozens and dozens of
workers in our [Department of Public
Works]” could not clear away brush
or cut logs.

“The freeholders need to explain
why they are wasting $64,000 of
taxpayer money to a third party when
we have workers on staff that are
probably capable of the same work,”
Mr. Paterson said.

In response, Mr. Graziano said,
“this is specialty work; we don’t have
the equipment to do this type of
work.” He said the county has not
recycled wood products “in about
five years.”

“The staff that is out there now
currently has a full day’s work well
over five days a week,” Mr. Graziano
said.

Also approved was a six-month
extension of the county’s shared-
services agreement with the Union
County Improvement Authority
(UCIA) to provide financial
management services for capital
projects in an amount not to exceed
$30,000.

Mr. Paterson said he found
“strange that out of the myriads of
people populating our finance
department, that we have no one on
staff capable of doing these financial
services to save the taxpayers the
$30,000. The taxpayers need an
explanation as to why we are
contracting out these assumed
extraordinary services to a third party
and we request the details these
extraordinary services consist of.”

County Manager Ed Oatman said
the agreement “actually does save
taxpayers money” by having the
county’s finance department do the
work in-house without the need for the
UCIA having to hire a separate vendor.

In response to an inquiry by Mr.
Paterson regarding the county budget
process that has been delayed by the
COVID pandemic, Mr. Oatman said
the county will announce on its
website when the process will resume.

“And we will have public
comments and participation,” Mr.
Oatman said.

The next freeholder meeting is
scheduled for Thursday, April 23, at
5 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Jefferson Elementary School’s PTO
and Early Act Club organized
community-wide food drives on
Mondays and Wednesdays for the
Plainfield Food Pantry and St. Joseph
the past few weeks. Starting tomorrow,
Friday, April 10, there will be a drive
benefiting Rahway’s Food for Friends
pantry and soup kitchen.

Local businesses have donated
pick-up trucks to hold and transport
the food. Donations can be dropped
off from 9 a.m. to noon at The Hertell
Building at 322 Elm Street (Shoreline
East Construction Corp. truck) and
490 Otisco Drive (Harmony Design
Group truck) in Westfield and at
Crossroads in Garwood (Cuccaro
Landscaping and Star Painting
trucks). Drop-offs from 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. are located at Shovlin Mattress
Factory in Fanwood (Shovlin trucks)
and at Arthur L. Johnson High School
in Clark (A+ Painting truck). More
information about these drives and
items the food pantries need can be
found on the Facebook pages of
Jefferson School PTO and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

The Westfield Food Pantry (WFP),
which usually operates out of the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church,
currently is closed for individual
donations, but is running an ongoing
drive with the Westfield Area YMCA
to help address the increased need.
Food can be dropped off in the front
vestibule of the Y. “The police have
been wonderful,” said Ms. O’Hare,
noting that they have been picking up
donations from the Y and delivering
food to families in need. The WFP
also supplied the YWCA for people
who have been sheltering at a center
for victims of domestic violence.

Richard Wagner from the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Roman
Catholic Church Food Pantry in
Scotch Plains said the pantry is open,
despite the church being closed. The
pantry serves families in need on
Wednesdays between 10:30 a.m. and
noon, and those wishing to donate
can drop off food then. He said the
pantry does not turn anyone away and
asked for pantry staples, as fresh food
such as produce or meat will spoil.

Ms. Murphy said the community
response thus far has been tremendous
and the St. Joseph center has received

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE’VE GOT WORK TO DO...The Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic
couldn’t stop local construction crews from putting in a hard day’s work this
past Thursday on Wyandotte Trail in Westfield. The new construction
activity in Westfield is an encouraging sign that things will be turning
around very soon.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Council
extending the dates of some of the
deadlines for the redevelopers of the first
phase of downtown redevelopment
efforts to submit certain documents.

Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo said the
virus-related restrictions on large
gatherings is making it impossible for
the redevelopers, Advance Realty
Investors and PS&S Engineering, to
provide certain documents to the
downtown redevelopment committee in
the coming weeks, as was initially agreed
to last September. The deadlines for
various materials are being extended to
dates in late May and early June. At the
start of the council’s hour-long meeting,
proclamations were read declaring April
as Donate Life Month, which is part of
an effort to promote organ and tissue
donations, and the week of April 19 to 25
as New Jersey Local Government Week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Food Banks
“countless deliveries of emergency
food bags and sandwiches.” Ms.
Murphy also said Village
Supermarkets, which operates the
Garwood and Elizabeth ShopRites,
has helped by placing shopping bags
with a list of supplies in its stores for
customers to purchase. St. Michael
Roman Catholic Church in Cranford
donated five carloads of food last
week, she said, and according to the
church’s Facebook page, has another
drive planned for today, Thursday,
April 9, from 9 to 10 a.m.

Stop & Shop, which has locations
in Westfield and Watchung, recently
donated $100,000 to CFBNJ,
according to Stefanie Shuman, the
company’s external communications
manager. This was part of a $1-
million initiative to donate to regional
food bank partners. Ms. Shuman also
said customers can purchase items at
their local stores and then donate to
a local drive like the ones listed
above.

Residents who are unable to drop
off food for these drives, but still wish
to help, can support hunger relief
efforts monetarily by donating to
CFBNJ through its website, cfbnj.org,
or by visiting the food pantry websites.
Families that find themselves in need
can visit https://cfbnj.org/findfood/
to find local food pantries.

Susan Myrill Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DESERTED...A deserted Lord & Taylor department store parking lot is symbolic
of the times we are living in during the stay-at-home lockdown caused by the
coronavirus COVID-19.

The interest rate penalty prior to
April 5, 2020 will be assumed for
residents paying past the May 31,
2020 extension period. The
Governor’s office has not provided
“guidance” regarding statewide
property-tax filing extensions at “this
point in time,” the mayor said.

Fanwood’s leadership is in tune
with the “unusually trying time”
residents are facing from a “health,
economic, mental health
perspective,” she said.

So many New Jersey residents
have applied for unemployment
benefits that the state’s (online)
infrastructure could not handle the
“volume,” stated Mayor Mahr.

“It is awful. We are seeing healthy
people die; the businesses we love
collapse,” Mayor Mahr said.

Residents had been provided a call-
in number to listen in on Monday’s
council meeting. In two weeks,
another council meeting will be held
as the borough’s government has not
and will not shut down, stated Mayor
Mahr. She said the governing body
has been reviewing options to
remotely broadcast the next meeting
on Monday, April 20. As of now the
meeting will also be using the call-in
method.

Fanwood has had 25 confirmed
coronavirus cases as of Tuesday, with
two of those people having passed
away, stated Mayor Mahr. All
Fanwood patients were between the
ages of 24 and 99 years old, she said
at Monday’s meeting, which was
prior to five new cases announced
on Tuesday. The ages of those
residents was not provided in the
borough’s COVID-19 update.

New Jersey has experienced more
than 1,000 coronavirus-related
deaths to date, stated Mayor Mahr. A
prescription is no longer needed to
schedule an appointment for testing
at Union County’s testing site, she
said. Any resident can call (908)
214-0707, the mayor stated. If the

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fanwood Council
resident’s described symptoms are
verified as potentially coronavirus,
the resident will be asked to go for a
test at Kean University’s drive-
through test center, stated Mayor
Mahr. The center opened on March
23.

The mayor said residents should
continue to support local businesses
as much as possible during these
difficult times, saying the local
business community has stood
behind residents for years.

Mayor Mahr stated that she fears
even as COVID-19 begins to subside,
residents who have been terrified to
leave their homes for months may
continue to live as such. Mayor Mahr
said such fear and isolation begins
taking a mental health toll, which
must not be discounted in severity.

Small business owners can find
resources such as New Jersey-issued
“small emergency grant and loan”
applications on the borough website,
stated Mayor Mahr. Multiple
resources since the COVID epidemic
commenced have been posted on the
website, the mayor stated.

Mayor Mahr The governing body
has been reviewing options to
remotely broadcast the next meeting,
if possible, stated Mayor Mahr.
Officially, the broadcast method will
remain the same, with a call-in
method, stated Mayor Mahr.
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County COVID Test Ctr.
To Surpass 3,000 Test

COUNTY — The Union County
COVID-19 test center will surpass its
3,000th test since opening
approximately two weeks ago on
March 23.

The facility is located at Kean
University in Union and is managed
through Union County, and is staffed
by medical personnel, volunteers, first
responders and Union County
employees. Testing is free.

“This is a milestone, given all the
challenges and adverse conditions we
faced in setting up the Union County
COVID-19 test center,” Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said.
“We hope to continue to provide this
invaluable, potentially life-saving
service as often and as long as
warranted.”

The Union County COVID-19 test
center has expanded its operations,
and has been open Monday to Friday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturdays from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. The center is now
testing over 400 people a day, with 59
percent testing positive for the
COVID-19 virus, according to a
county press release.

The testing center in Union County
has been regarded as a model around
the state, outpacing FEMA sites with
the largest volume of test performed,
highest clinical standards and most
efficient burn rate for personal
protective equipment in New Jersey,
according to the press release.

The center is available to county

residents who are experiencing
COVID-19 symptoms. First
responders and front-line health
workers who are experiencing
symptoms can also contact the center,
regardless of their place of residence.

Union County residents with
COVID-19 symptoms who wish to
be tested should call (908) 214-7107.
First responders and front-line health
workers may also call (908) 373-
5105.

For the safety, health and security
of the volunteers at the site, the testing
location does not allow patients
without vehicles to enter the campus.
Those persons who do not have their
own transportation should discuss
with their healthcare provider before
scheduling an appointment.

The Union County COVID-19
drive-through facility is being run by
the county through a partnership with
the Overlook Medical Center
(Atlantic Health System) in Summit,
the Trinitas Regional Medical Center
in Elizabeth, and Robert Wood
Johnson University Hospital (RWJ
Barnabas Health) in Rahway.

The Freeholder Board, County
Manager Ed Oatman and his staff
worked with State Senators Joseph P.
Cryan (D-20th, Union), Nicholas P.
Scutari (D-22nd, Linden), Governor
Phil Murphy’s office, Kean
University, and the New Jersey State
Department of Health in bringing the
facility online.

Union County Adds Second
COVID Center Phone Line

COUNTY — The Union County
Drive-Through COVID-19 test center
at Kean University in Union has added
a second phone line for Union County
residents only in order to handle a
heavy volume of calls from members
of the public seeking to be tested.

The test center is available to county
residents who are experiencing
COVID-19 symptoms. First
responders and front-line health
workers who are experiencing
symptoms can also contact the test
center, regardless of their place of
residence.

Persons with COVID-19 symptoms
who wish to be tested should call
(908) 373-5105. Union County
residents only may also call (908)

214-7107 if they are not able to get
through on the main number.

The center is located at the Kean’s
main campus on Morris Avenue in
Union Township. It is open Monday
through Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The center is available on a drive-
through basis only, no walk-ins are
admitted. Testing is free.

For more information and updates
on all county services during the
COVID-19 outbreak, visit ucnj.org/
coronavirus-update.

For general information about
COVID-19 and phone contacts for
24/7 assistance with questions, visit
the New Jersey Department of Health
at nj.gov/health/cd/topics/covid2019.

Bankers Group Warns of
Coronavirus-Related Scams
CRANFORD — As the coronavirus

continues to impact communities
across the country, banks are making
the safety and well-being of their
employees, customers and
communities their top priority.

“Unfortunately, scammers act up
in times of crisis and are finding ways
to take advantage of fears related to
the coronavirus. Scammers are setting
up websites to sell false products, and
using fake emails, texts, and social
media posts as a scheme to take your
money and get your personal
information, according to a press
release from the Cranford-based New
Jersey Bankers Association.

The association offers the following
tips in order to avoid coronavirus
scams to protect your money:

1. Remember that the safest place
for your money is in the bank — it’s
physically secure and it’s federally
insured. When you deposit your
money at a bank, you get the comfort
of knowing that your funds are secure
and insured by the government. You
don’t have the same level of protection
when your money is outside the
banking system.

2. Ignore offers for a COVID-19
vaccine, cure or treatment. If there is
a medical breakthrough, it wouldn’t
be reported through unsolicited emails
or online ads.

3. Rely on official sources for the
most up-to-date information on
COVID-19. Visit the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), World Health Organization
(WHO) and the state’s health
department websites to keep track of
the latest developments.

4. Watch out for phishing scams.
Phishing scams use fraudulent emails,
texts, phone calls and websites to
trick users into disclosing private
account or login information. Do not
click on links or open any attachments
or pop-up screens from sources you
are not familiar with, and never give
your password, account number or
PIN to anyone.

5. Do some research before making
a donation. Be wary of any business,
charity or individual requesting
COVID-19-related payments or
donations in cash, by wire transfer,
gift card or through the mail.

6. Keep your computers and mobile
devices up to date. Having the latest
security software, web browser, and
operating system are the best defenses
against viruses, malware and other
online threats. Turn on automatic
updates so you receive the newest
fixes as they become available.

7. Recognize and avoid bogus
website links. Cyber criminals embed
malicious links to download malware
onto devices or route users to bogus
websites. Hover over suspicious links
to view the actual URL that you are
being routed to. Fraudulent links are
often disguised by simple changes in
the URL.

8. Change your security settings to
enable multi-factor authentication for
accounts that support it. Multi-factor
authentication — or MFA — is a
second step to verify who you are,
like a text with a code.

9. Before you make any
investments, remember that there is a
high potential for fraud right now.
You should be wary of any company
claiming the ability to prevent, detect
or cure coronavirus. For information
on how to avoid investment fraud,
visit the U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) website.

10. Help others by reporting
coronavirus scams. Visit the FBI’s
Internet Crime Complaint Center at
www.ic3.gov to report suspected or
confirmed scams. You can also stay
up to date on the latest scams by
visiting the FTC’s coronavirus page
at ftc.gov/coronavirus.

For more information about
resources available to help customers
manage their finances during this time,
please visit the NJBankers
coronavirus resources webpage at
www.njbankers.com.

Founded 116 years ago, the New
Jersey Bankers Association  is a trade
association representing 76 banks and
185 service providers.

Rotary Purchases 10
Ventilators for Hospitals

REGION — Rotary International
District 7475, which encompasses
most of northern New Jersey, have
announced that they obtained grants
and purchased 10 ventilators for area
hospitals, which will save 130 lives.

Rotary District 7475 includes 83
Rotary Clubs in the following New
Jersey counties: Essex; Hunterdon;
Somerset; Middlesex; Mercer;
Morris; Sussex; Union; Warren; and
the town of New Hope, Pa.. Past
District Governor Dr. D. Michael Hart
is the Foundation chairman for the
district. He was able to write two
grant proposals, which were matched
by Rotary International totaling over
$100,000, according to a Rotary press
release.

“There is an urgent need for
ventilators in New Jersey hospitals to
fight the coronavirus pandemic.
Without ventilators, patients die.
Ventilators typically last for 10 years.
Hospital-grade ventilators cost about
$40,000 each. Refurbished ventilators
are approximately $10,000 each.
Rotary wanted to stretch their dollars
to do the most good, so they purchased
10 refurbished ventilators to save the
greatest number of people,” according
to the release.

The Rotary fiscal year ends on June
30, so the district will get more funds
on July 1 for additional grants.

The coronavirus is an airborne
disease infecting the lungs. It has an
incubation period of between three to
14 days without symptoms; with the
peak onset of the disease at five or six
days. The disease symptoms last for
about three weeks. According to the
release, day six seems to be a critical
turning point where some patients
become seriously worse.

“In the more serious cases a
ventilator is needed for the last two
weeks of the hospital stay. Without a
ventilator the more serious patients
will die. Over a six-month period, 10
ventilators will save 130 lives.
Ventilators typically last 10 years, so
they will save many multiples of 130
lives. The Rotary District is donating
them to the hospitals for future use,”
according to the release.

The Rotary District 7475 Grants
Committee held a phone conference
March 25 and decided to put district
resources into this urgent need. The
committee consists of District
Governor Ray Freaney of The Rotary
Club Madison, District Grants Chair
Sharan Jain from The Rotary Club of
New Brunswick, and Rotary
Foundation Chair Dr. Hart from The
Rotary Club of Westfield. Dr. Hart
started an application to purchase
three ventilators that same day and
submitted it by Friday night, March
27. On Monday. March 30, the Rotary
Foundation, located in Chicago, Ill.,
approved the grant. The first three
ventilators are destined for Trinitas
Regional Medical Center in Elizabeth,
NJ.

Since the first global grant was
such a success, the grants committee
met again on April 1 and decided to
use the remaining district resources
to purchase as many ventilators as
they could. Dr. Hart wrote up the
second international matching grant
to obtain seven more ventilators for
RWJ University Hospital Somerset,
NJ. The matching grant was approved
by Rotary International on April 3.

RWJ University Hospital Somerset
is part of RWJ Barnabas Health, which
includes 15 hospitals.

WE LOVE LOCAL...Westfield United Fund Board President Jon Walker and
Executive Director Deirdre M. Gelinne hold the We Love Local sign promoting
the fund’s grant program for small businesses affected by the COVID-19 shut-
down. To donate or apply visit www.westfieldunitedfund.org.

‘We Love Local’ Campaign
Supports Local Businesses

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
United Fund, in partnership with the
Town of Westfield, kicked off the We
Love Local campaign in support of
Westfield’s independently-owned
retail businesses on March 20,
launching it with a mini concert by
John Rzeznik, the lead singer of the
Goo Goo Dolls, playing and singing
from his front porch in Westfield. The
goal of the campaign is to raise funds
from local residents to distribute to
independent retail businesses in
Westfield that are being severely
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis.

We Love Local got off to a quick
start by collecting over $40,000 in the
first two days, which earned the
campaign an additional $15,000 in
matching funds from the Westfield
United Fund.  Once the campaign
crossed the $50,000 mark, the
Westfield Foundation agreed to match
the next $30,000 in donations.  As of
April 6, the campaign had raised more
than $175,000 in generous donations
from almost 700 local residents and
associations, including the Chinese
American Association, the Westfield
Baseball League, Westfield
Basketball Association and  Westfield

Service League.
The We Love Local campaign

started accepting applications for
funds from local retail businesses on
March 25 and more than 120
businesses have applied for grants to
date. The application can be found on
the Westfield United Fund website,
westfieldunitedfund.org. A committee
composed of representatives from the
Westfield United Fund, the Westfield
Foundation and the Town of Westfield
is processing applications as quickly
as possible. The first round of 85
checks went out on April 1, ranging
from $500 to $2,250, based on the
number of paid employee hours that
each business has in a typical work
week. Another 25 checks were paid
out on April 6. The campaign will
continue to accept donations and
applications for grants through mid
April.  We Love Local encourages all
Westfield residents to consider a
donation to the fund, and to continue
to patronize the local businesses that
are still able to operate on a limited
basis.  By working together we can
ensure that downtown Westfield will
emerge from this crisis as strong as
ever.

Essay Contest Offers Chance
To Win Hot Air Baloon Ride
READINGTON — The New

Jersey Lottery Festival of Ballooning
and PNC Bank are inviting New Jersey
students in grades two through 12 to
take part in the 17th annual PNC
Bank American Patriot Essay Contest
by writing a short essay on the topic
“What the American Flag Means to
Me.”

The Grand Prize winner will
receive the opportunity to take a ride
in a 75-foot-tall hot air balloon in
front of their classmates at their
school in June and then fly in one of
the 100 hot air balloons at this year’s
38th annual New Jersey Lottery
Festival of Ballooning in Association
with PNC Bank, July 24, 25 and 26,
2020 at Solberg Airport in
Readington, NJ.

The Festival VIP Grand Prize
package includes a hot air balloon
ride for two, four Blue Sky Club
VIP tickets, and the opportunity to
meet one of this year’s concert
headliners, which in the past have
included Disney teen sensations
such as the Jonas Brothers and Demi
Lovato.

This year’s winning student’s
immediate classmates will each
receive one complimentary general
admission ticket to the Festival.
Second-place and third-place
prizes consisting of Festival
admission and merchandise will be
also awarded.  The winning
student’s teacher and school
principal will each receive two Blue
Sky Club VIP tickets.

All teachers in the state who submit
a group of 15 essays or more on
behalf of their students will receive
two free general admission tickets to
the Festival regardless of whether
one of their students submits the
winning essay.

“We rece ive  thousands  of
heartfelt essays every year from
students who are inspired by the
American Flag and the personal
meaning it has to each of them,”
said Festival Executive Producer
Howard Freeman. “They write

Union County to Receive
$4.1 Mil. From CARES ACT

how the flag connects them to a
beloved family member or how
it is part of their everyday lives.
We look forward to this year’s
entries and wish to continue to
thank all of the educators who
take the time to encourage their
students to take part in this
contest.”

“The PNC American Patriot Essay
Contest gives students across New
Jersey the chance to display their love
of country and their skill with words,”
said Joe Whall, PNC senior vice-
president and director of client and
community relations. “We are
delighted to continue to support the
essay contest as part of our overall
sponsorship of the New Jersey Lottery
Festival of Ballooning in Association
with PNC Bank. Talent and patriotism
are indeed alive and well in the Garden
State.”

The essays must be 100 words or
less. They will be judged by a panel of
representatives from PNC Bank and
the balloon festival. Winning essays
will be selected based on creativity,
poignancy and clarity with
consideration given to the grade level
of the contestant.

Entries should be mailed to Essay
Judges, New Jersey Lottery Festival
of Ballooning, 363 Route 46 West,
Suite 200, Fairfield, NJ, 07004, or
emailed to
pncessay@balloonfestival.com.
Entries should include the student’s
name, grade, and age; the school
name, address, and telephone
number; and the name of their teacher
and the teacher’s school email
address. The deadline to enter is
Friday, May 1.

Additional information may be
found at www.balloonfestival.com/
pncessay.

WASHINGTON, D.C. — This
week, Congressman Tom
Malinowski (D-7th, Somerville) has
announced $11 million in grants from
the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) to
counties and municipalities in New
Jersey’s 7th Congressional District.
This is HUD’s first allocation of
COVID-19 funding from the
bipartisan CARES Act, which was
signed into law last week.

The recovery funds have been
administered to local governments
through two programs: the
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) Program, a flexible
grant program designed to enhance
economic development and provide
for improved community facilities and
services; and 2) the Emergency
Solutions Grant (ESG) Program,
which will help local governments
respond to the effects of COVID-19

amongst the homeless population and
people at risk of being homeless.

“This federal assistance will help
our local governments provide
essential resources to our most
vulnerable neighbors who have been
hit hardest by this pandemic,”
Congressman Malinowski said. “I
will continue pushing our federal
agencies to provide much needed
funds to New Jersey as this crisis
continues.”

The following locations have
received grant funding through the
CDBG and ESG program

Union County: CDBG $2,770,145;
ESG $1,369,186;

Essex County: CDBG. $3,218,062;
ESG $1,574,279;

Morris County: CDBG $1,164,194;
ESG $587,279;

Somerset County: CDBG:
$646,398;

Union Township: CDBG: $382,323.

Residents Can Explore
Backyards for Activities

COUNTY — Families and residents
of all ages are invited to take part in a
variety of nature and science-themed

activities designed to keep them
entertained while practicing social
distancing at home to help flatten the
curve of the COVID-19 coronavirus
transmission.

Among the suggested activities,
families are encouraged to become
citizen scientists. Activities include
starting a nature journal, learning to
identify backyard birds by sight and
sound and participating in science
projects. Printable pages are included
with activities for younger children such
as a backyard scavenger hunt, coloring
pages and simple eco-crafts to create
with everyday items from your home.

Online resources are also available
for families to share their findings and
connect with other nature lovers
throughout Union County. Activities
can be found online at ucnj.org/trailside
www.ucnj.org/trailside.

On the Trailside website, residents
will find several links provided for nature
observers to view live animal webcams,
including the county’s own Falcon Cam.
Families can view video feeds of a variety
of wildlife courtesy of zoos and wildlife
organizations across the country.

Residents are also invited to take
nature photos in their backyards and
send their favorites to
trailside@ucnj.org along with the town
they live in and their age for a chance to
be posted on the county’s website.

Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

Garwood to Meet
Via Phone Conference
GARWOOD — Garwood has

announced that it will be holding
regular meetings of the borough council
on Thursdays, April 9 and 23, at 7:15
p.m. via phone conference. Members
of the public can call (908) 219-8780
to participate. When prompted for a
conference meeting, please enter
07027 followed by #. Callers may use
a landline or cell phone to participate.
It is recommended that participants
call in at 7 p.m.

Council workshop sessions that had
been scheduled prior to the regular
meetings have been canceled for both
meeting dates.
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Coleman Urges Protection
For Consumers, Workers of

Airlines As Part of Assistance

NJ Delegation Ask Trump
To Wave COVID Cost Share
SOMERVILLE — Congressman

Tom Malinowski (D-7th, Somerville)
and U.S. Senator Bob Menendez (D-
N.J.) last week led the New Jersey
congressional delegation’s call to
President Donald Trump to waive the
local cost share for all COVID-19-
related assistance provided by the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA).

Typically, FEMA grants through
direct federal assistance and public
assistance for emergency protective
measures during a major disaster
declaration come with a federal cost
share of 75 percent, meaning state
and local governments must pay 25
percent of the cost, according to a
press release from Congressman
Malinowski.

“FEMA is authorized to increase
its federal cost share to 100 percent of
response and recovery costs ‘if
warranted by the needs of the disaster.’
If there ever was a time when a 100
percent cost share was warranted, now
is that time,” the lawmakers stated in
a letter to the President.
“Unfortunately, cases have only
increased, and the worst is likely still
to come. Boosting the federal cost
share will allow state and local
governments to concentrate on
controlling and mitigating the
outbreak of COVID-19 without being

limited by growing costs and strained
budgets.”

“We urge you to swiftly approve
Governor (Phil) Murphy’s request for
a federal cost share waiver for all
COVID-19 response and recovery
actions in New Jersey,” the letter
continued. “During these challenging
times, we need to come together and
leverage all resources, at every level
of government, to end the COVID-19
pandemic.”

“Our state and municipal
governments need to devote every
last penny to fighting COVID-19,”
Congressman Malinowski said. “As
local revenues dry up, the federal
government needs to ensure we have
every resource we need.”

The bipartisan delegation letter
comes in support of Gov. Murphy’s
formal request and was cosigned by
Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ) and
House members Donald Norcross (D-
1st, Cherry Hill), Jeff Van Drew (R-
2nd, Mays Landing), Andy Kim (D-
3rd, Toms River), Chris Smith (R-
4th, Hamilton), Josh Gottheimer (D-
5th, Newton), Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-
6th, Long Branch), Albio Sires (D-
8th, Jersey City), Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-
9th, Paterson), Donald Payne, Jr. (D-
10th, Newark), Mikie Sherrill (D-
11th, Parsippany), and Bonnie Watson
Coleman (D-12th, Trenton).

County Announces New
Changes for Meetings

COUNTY — As a result of the
public health emergency caused by
coronavirus COVID-19, and the
subsequent issuance of the Governor’s
executive order, the Union County
Freeholder board will conduct all
future meetings remotely and by
electronic means without providing a
physical meeting place until further
notice.

Additionally, while the board will
continue to meet on their regularly
scheduled meeting dates, agenda
setting sessions has been changed
to a new commencement time of 5
p.m. The regular meeting will
commence as soon as possible after
the agenda-setting session,
according to a press release on the
county website.

Under New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs, Division of Local
Government Service guidelines, the
agenda setting session and the regular
meeting will be open to the public by
electronic means, and as such,
members of the public may view the
meeting by livestream at ucnj.org/
freeholders.

Any member of the public wishing
to participate in the meeting can do so
by emailing comments relative to
resolutions being offered for adoption
and/or on any governmental issue that
a member of the public feels may be
of concern to the residents of the
county can email the clerk of the
board, James Pellettiere, at
jpellettiere@ucnj.org. Agendas will
be posted for the public’s viewing on
the county’s official website at
www.ucnj.org/freeholders, according

to the release.
“All relevant comments received

will be read into the record during
each regular meeting’s public
comment portion, prior to the board’s
consideration of resolutions for
adoption, and will be addressed
accordingly by the board,” according
to the release.

All emails must be submitted and
received by the clerk of the board no
later than noon of the corresponding
regular meeting date and must include
the public member’s full name and
town of residence and resolution
number to which comments are being
referred for the record.

Garwood Announces
Call-In Instructions

For Council Meetings
GARWOOD — As a result of the

ongoing coronavirus COVID-19
pandemic, the regular meetings of the
Garwood Borough Council will be
held  at 7:15 p.m. on Thursdays, April
9 and 23.

Mayor Sara Todisco and council
members will hold the meeting via
phone conference. To participate
and/or listen to the meetings, call
(908) 219-8780. When prompted for
a conference number, enter 07027
followed by #. Callers will than be
prompted to enter a password at
which time they should enter 4030
followed by #. Callers may use a
landline or cell phone to call in. It is
recommended that everyone dials in
by 7 p.m.

EWING — Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th)
has urged leaders in the House and
Senate to include protections for
workers and consumers in any fi-
nancial assistance aimed at sup-
porting the airline industry as part
of further economic stimulus to
mitigate the impact of COVID-19.

Recommendations include:
Rules to prohibit consumer abuses
like unfair change and cancella-
tion fees; employment protections
for front-line workers like flight
attendants, pilots, and airport work-
ers (cabin cleaners, wheelchair at-
tendants, security officers, and bag-
gage handlers) including salary,
benefits and leave protections; sup-
port for airports themselves as a
critical piece of infrastructure that
are losing revenue from collecting
of fees, concessions, and parking;
prioritization of payroll payments
with staffing level, benefit, and
minimum wage assurances; clear
oversight, using a body with sub-
poena power, and a panel that must
include representatives from air-
lines and unions representing avia-
tion workers.

“As we begin to deal with the toll
COVID-19 will take economically,
it’s obvious that we’ll need to offer
support across a number of indus-
tries, aviation in particular. But
what we cannot allow is a handout
of taxpayer money without clear
protections for the consumers who
rely on these companies, and the
workers at every level who keep
them in business,” Congresswoman
Watson Coleman said. “As we look

to build the next package of stimu-
lus funds, we want to make sure
American families are at the front
of everyone’s minds. That’s a
simple and critical step.”
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DESERTED PARKS...Area parks are mostly deserted during this time of the
COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic.

Garwood Democrats
Announce ’20 Candidates

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Party has announced the
2020 candidates for borough council,
Russ Graham and Vincent Kearney.

Mr. Graham is currently serving on
the council and chairs the Buildings
and Grounds Committee. He is the
owner of an HVAC manufacturers’
representative firm. Vincent Kearney
has been employed in law enforcement
for the past 24 years.

“The ongoing COVID-19 health
emergency, which so deeply impacts
the lives of everyone, sheds light on
the important role of elected officials
at all levels of government. It is
abundantly clear we need to have
leaders who focus on facts, work
together, and make responsible
decisions,” according to a campaign
press release. “Councilman Russ
Graham and the rest of the Council
along with Mayor Sara Todisco ensure
Garwood continues to provide services
to the residents, while keeping the
public, our first responders, and the
borough staff safe.”

Mr. Kearney’s top two priorities, if
elected, are public safety and enhanced
communication between the local
government and the public. Vincent
and his wife, Veronica, chose to move
to Garwood 11 years ago for its small
town charm and value — a place they
wanted to start a family. Their twin
boys, Vinnie and Anthony, are now in

Lincoln School and love their
hometown. Currently, Vincent is a
sheriff’s officer here in Union County,
working in the information technology
and training units. Additionally, he
serves as a volunteer on the Garwood
Celebrations Committee, and is the
co-founder of the Garwood LIVE page
on Facebook, which has live-streamed
meetings of the mayor and council
since 2018.

Russ and his wife, Julie, have lived
in Garwood for 30 years. Mr. Graham
served in the Vietnam War and is a
combat veteran of the Navy. Before
being on the council, he served on the
board of education from 2008 to 2012.
While on council for a little over one
year, Mr. Graham oversaw the final
stages of the Hartman Park
revitalization project and spearheaded
the project to get building cracks
repaired at Borough Hall.

“Public safety, fiscal responsibility,
and communication are the pillars of
the Democrats for Garwood plan. Our
team is about our town before party
affiliation. Our team is about listening
to you and being responsive to your
needs,” according to the campaign
release.

Please contact Mr. Graham at
russ@dems4garwood.com or (908)
380-3196 as well as Mr. Kearney at
vincent@dems4garwood.com or (908)
413-5615.

NJ Transit Operating On
Presidents’ Day Schedule

REGION — NJ Transit rail service
continues to operate weekday service
on a Presidents Day schedule with
enhancements including the following
additions:

Raritan Valley Line (RVL) service
to and from High Bridge, service to
and from Hackettstown as well
additional stops at Teterboro,
Woodcliff Lake, Avenel, Garwood
and North Elizabeth Stations. The
Presidents Day schedule does not
include service at Jersey Avenue
Station, according to a NJ Transit
press release.

NJ Transit has also adjusted its
Hudson-Bergen Light Rail (HBLR)
service, as of April 6, to operate on a
weekend schedule to accommodate
essential travel due to the decline in
ridership related to COVID-19. The
weekend HBLR schedule operates
service approximately every 20
minutes.

Newark Light Rail weekday service
is operating on a Saturday schedule,
while Riverline weekday service is
operating on a Sunday/Holiday
schedule.

Pascack Valley Line (PVL) rail
service is on a special weekday
schedule to accommodate added
stops at Teterboro and Woodcliff
Lake.

There are additional early
morning trains on the Northeast
Corridor (NEC) and the North
Jersey Coast Line (NJCL) and the
Montclair-Boonton Line service
west of Bay St. and Gladstone
Branch rail service are both
operating weekdays only, according
to the release.

Due to the rapidly changing nature
of the COVID-19 response,
customers are strongly encouraged
to sign up for My Transit alerts and
activate push notifications on the
mobile app to receive the latest status
of the system, according to the press

release.
NJT adjusted its weekday bus

service to a special schedule to
accommodate essential travel due to
the decline in ridership related to
COVID-19. Complete weekday bus
schedules are available on
njtransit.com. Bus service will no
longer operate out of Vince Lombardi
Park & Ride. Customers should
utilize the nearby North Bergen Park
& Ride facility, according to NJ
Transit press release.

In addit ion,  NJT has
implemented rear-door boarding on
all bus routes where rear-boarding
is available. Seats near the bus
operator have been taken out of
service to allow for proper social
distancing for the operator.
Customers are encouraged to use
the NJ Transit mobile ticketing app
or purchase paper tickets prior to
boarding to limit cash transactions
with the bus operator. Travel should
be limited to essential personnel
only.

Customers should refer to the
Presidents’ Day schedules in their
printed timetables or in the PDF
versions available online at
njtransit.com. Please refer to the
“Saturday/Sunday/Holiday” section
in the schedule and look to the bottom
of the shaded columns – anything
operating on February 17 refers to the
Presidents’ Day schedule. Trains will
operate in addition to all of the trains
in the non-shaded columns, according
to the release.

Access Link customers can use their
mobile phones to check ride status,
cancel, confirm and text for estimated
arrival times.
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Murphy Closes State,
County Parks

TRENTON — Governor Phil
Murphy announced Tuesday he has
ordered the closing of all state parks
and forests, as well as county parks, as
officials have seen too many instances
of groups of people gathering and not
following social distancing guidelines
in parks, according to published
reports. As for municipal parks, local
officials will make the decision on
whether or not to close them.

Westfield Schools Reflect
On Distance Learning

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District began remote
learning on March 17 with the district’s
superintendent calling the response by
the entire school community
“inspiring.”

“I have heard from parents who
shared the many positive ways their
families are adjusting to distance
learning. I have witnessed virtual staff
meetings, webinars, and other online
get-togethers by our administrators,
supervisors, and teachers seeking to
further educate themselves about the
best way to reach our students in this
remote environment,” said
Superintendent Dr. Margaret Dolan at
a public meeting of the Westfield Board
of Education on March 24, which was
held remotely due to COVID-19
restrictions.

“Our technology team and master
technology teachers have provided
virtual resources to our educators and
valuable assistance to the entire school
community,” Dr. Dolan added. “I also
thank each one of our custodial,
maintenance, and support staff
members for their tireless efforts to
lend a hand in this uncertain time.”

At the elementary level, the remote
plan blends learning opportunities
across math, English, science, social
studies, and special subjects including
music, art, library and physical
education.

“Many of the skills that teachers are
using are new and challenging...and
they are doing it while juggling their
own families at home,” said Dr. Andrew
Perry, Washington Elementary School
principal.

Dr. Perry says that teachers have
been “alternatively excited and
exhausted.”

“They are figuring out new ways to
manage their instruction while
answering student questions during
live video chats and responding to
parent emails,” he says.

The district’s youngest learners
started off with traditional paper/pencil
assignments with teacher plans to
supplement with online and interactive
learning.

“Lincoln School families and
teachers are working together to
provide fun and educational learning
experiences for our pre K and
kindergarten students,” says Lincoln
Principal Audrey Zavetz who, along
with other elementary principals,
records a morning announcement for
students and parents each day. “These
experiences are beautifully evolving
as everyone works together to make

them meaningful for our young
learners.”

Intermediate and high school
students receive engaging learning
experiences aligned to curricular
expectations and are standards-based
to maintain a continuity of learning
and instruction. Students are able to
access assignments, instructional
resources, and videos through teacher
websites and/or Google Classroom.
Teachers are available on a modified
schedule based on existing class
periods for questions, support, or
implementing online resources.

Edison Intermediate School
Principal Dr. Matthew Bolton says
teachers are working diligently to find
an appropriate balance between
assigning and instructing.

“Through the use of various online
interactive platforms, many of our
teachers have found creative ways to
interact with students,” Dr. Bolton says.
“An 8th-grade language arts teacher
just conducted a shared reading of an
act within Romeo and Juliet, while one
of our art teachers conducts regular
live demonstrations of art projects so
that the students can follow along.”

Westfield High School Principal
Mary Asfendis adds: “Fortunately, our
staff has been using many different
online tools for a number of years and
both teachers and students were
comfortable using platforms like
Google classroom to organize
instruction. I think the biggest
challenge for our school was that we
had prepared and started to plan, yet
the situation escalated so quickly that
we did not have in-person training/
planning sessions. However, our
teachers met that challenge by
modeling distance learning and were
able to learn additional tools remotely.”

Ms. Asfendis says she is thankful for
“the flexibility of the students, parents
and staff as we are working through
this new approach to instruction.”

“As we proceed, we are seeing how
important communication is for the
success of our students,” she adds. “As
a staff, we have regular virtual meetings
to see that we are on the same page and
we encourage students and families to
regularly check websites and reach
out to teachers, counselors, and
administration with any questions.”

“Remote learning is no small task,”
says Dr. Dolan. “We will all learn and
grow. I am impressed by the fortitude
of our entire community and I am
confident that we will eventually
emerge from this public health crisis
stronger than before.”

Courtesy of Christine Reynolds
FLAG SALUTE FROM HOME...McKinley Elementary School first-grader
Gavin Reynolds, left, and his brother, third-grader Dylan, participate in an at-
home flag salute, illustrating the importance of school rituals and routines as part
of Westfield’s distance learning.

Primary Ballot Position
Drawing to Be Live

Streamed on Facebook
COUNTY — Due to ongoing

efforts to stop the spread of the
COVID-19 coronavirus, and a
statewide prohibition on gatherings,
the Union County Clerk’s Office
has announced that the 2020 Primary
Election ballot position drawing will
be live-streamed on Facebook. A
link will be posted prior to the
drawing.

The Primary Election ballot
position drawing will be held on
Thursday, April 9 at 3 p.m. as
designated by law.

“The essential business of the
2020 election cycle will continue,”
Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
said.

Ms. Rajoppi also advised voters
to use a vote-by-mail ballot to
participate in the Tuesday, June 2
Primary Election.

“With the outbreak of COVID-
19, there is all the more reason to
use a vote-by-mail ballot and ensure
your voice is heard on Election
Day,” she said.

Under New Jersey state law, any
eligible voter can use a vote-by-
mail ballot. There is no requirement
to provide a reason. Every vote-by-
mail ballot is counted in every
election, Ms. Rajoppi said.

Voters who have never used a
vote-by-mail ballot can apply for
one now. Applications are available
for download from the County
Clerk’s elections website at
unioncountyvotes.com. To have an
application sent by mail, call the
County Clerk’s Elections Division
at (908) 527-4996.
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ
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DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.
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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Spruit – A small stream or creek that

is often dry
2. Pilum – A heavy javelin used by the

Roman infantry
3. Meed – Reward or merit
4. Rumal – A handkerchief

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read
individual. If you get three – word expert.
If you get all four – You must have a lot
of free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TITAR
1. Trembling; shaking
2. The gray partridge
3. Enormous; huge
4. A type of ocher or red clay used in

marking sheep
DARQUE

1. Scottish for a day’s work
2. A type of dugout canoe
3. A scar or ulcer underneath the skin

of sheep
4. To be or become dim

PARTAN
1. An exclamation of disgust or

comtempt
2. A large bowl in which fat is burned

by means of a wick
3. Scottish for crab
4. A large basket; a wicker basket for

carrying loads
FRUMENTACEOUS

1. Occurring or growing in small,
woolly or hairy tufts

2. Of or made of cereals
3. Producing smoke or soot
4. Abundant; plentiful

Donations Sought
For Service Workers
People in the service industry are

already being hurt by social distancing
recommendations and the economic
effects of COVID-19.  Many servers,
bartenders, and other industry folks
are being told they may not have a
reliable source of income for a couple
of months.

All of us have seen suggestions that
people should “tip” our bartenders
while we are hunkered down at home
and pour our own drinks, and we built
a way to do just that. It’s simple and
it’s totally free. This will not
completely solve our neighbors'
financial challenges, but we have been
told again and again by our server and
bartender friends that it is a great
morale booster to see a sign that
someone cares.

How It Works: visit https://
serviceindustry.tips/en/nj/north-
jersey/

We will present you with a randomly
selected neighbor who works in the
service industry and where they work.
You send them money directly with
Venmo or Cash App. We don’t charge
a fee and don’t collect any of your
data.

We suggest tipping the first worker,
so everyone gets a turn. Or you can
refresh the page to see another name.

If you are a service industry worker
follow the same link. Fill out a simple
form to be added to the list after you
have been confirmed by the
administrative team.

Mike Canavan
Westfield

Garwood Mayor Todisco
Offers COVID Update

I hope everyone is staying healthy
and well during this COVID-19 health
emergency. I think about how this
pandemic is impacting everyone each
day, and I pray it is over soon. As
Mayor, I wanted to write this letter to
share some resources available to
individuals and business owners as
well as to share what we are doing in
Garwood.

If you are on Facebook, I encourage
you to follow my @Mayor Sara
Todisco page for daily updates on
case counts, resources, and more.

For the unemployed, you should
know that you are certainly not alone.
On Thursday, April 2, a report
indicated the number of people in our
country filing unemployment claims
has doubled since the prior week.
With the passage of the federal
stimulus CARES Act, unemployment
benefits were expanded. So now self-
employed people, like gig workers,
freelancers, and independent
contractors, are newly eligible for
unemployment benefits. You can
apply at myunemployment.nj.gov.

The state has also launched a hiring
portal to connect businesses that need
thousands of workers for immediate
hire. It can be accessed at
jobs.covid19.nj.gov. For small
business owners, resources are
available from the state and federal
governments.

The New Jersey Economic
Development Authority (NJEDA)
Small Business Emergency Assistance
Grant program application opened
Friday, April 3 at 9 a.m. and closes
Friday, April 10, at 9 a.m. Check it out
at cv.business.nj.gov. The NJEDA is
also offering other programs, such as
zero and low-interest loans, which
can be accessed on the same website.
The U.S. Small Business Association
has programs, such as disaster loan
assistance, which can be found at
covid19relief.sba.gov.

The state is currently in the
legislative process, which, if passed
and signed by the Governor, would
extend the grace period for paying
property taxes. On March 25, the bill
was passed unanimously by the
Assembly. However, we wanted to
make sure we prepared now for

something your local government
could do, rather than waiting on the
state, which would be to reduce the
interest charged on overdue property
taxes to next to nothing. Either
approach would effectively yield the
same result — giving taxpayers more
time to pay.

Additionally, after consultation
with our borough administrator, chief
financial officer, and engineer, we
agree that at this time, it is prudent to
put a hold on any capital project
purchases until further notice. This
includes large equipment and future
road projects. With road projects,
which are primarily funded by state
grants, we have ample time to see
how this COVID-19 emergency
progresses before the council makes
a decision.

Last, but not least of all, we have
launched an aggressive shop local
campaign in Garwood. We are
promoting Garwood businesses using
our @Garwood Borough -
Government Facebook page. If you
are interested in having your business
featured or need support getting an
online platform for gift cards, please
contact shoplocal@garwood.org.

Residents, and anyone else who is
interested in receiving information about
what our local government is doing or
how to support our local businesses, are
encouraged to sign up for email updates
from the Borough of Garwood by
visiting https://bit.ly/3duP6gE.

The COVID-19 health emergency
poses enormous challenges for all of
us, as individuals and as a community.
While much uncertainty exists during
this time, I can say with certainty that
I am here for anyone who needs help
finding resources, has a question or
wants to express their opinions on
what we are doing. I’ve had residents
contact me about testing, taxes, and
volunteering. I’ve had business
owners contact me about state
regulations and our shop local
initiative. No question is too big or
too small. Please contact me anytime
at STodisco@garwood.org or (908)
377-7890.

Stay safe and be well.
Sara Todisco

Mayor of Garwood

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

Mayor Al Smith Announces
Small Business Survival Plan

As our town faces one of the most
challenging times in its history, I
have seen countless examples of
people coming together to help one
another. I have been touched by the
people who have reached out to me
asking where to donate PPE for our
frontline responders, and by the
stories I’ve heard of volunteers
delivering food to hospital workers
and housebound senior citizens. I
am certain our town will get through
this and come back stronger than
ever.

But there is no doubt that until
this horrible virus passes over us,
our local businesses will continue
to face severe hardships due to a
loss in business. I don’t want Scotch
Plains to lose a single small business
due to the coronavirus. This is why
I am introducing my four-point
Scotch Plains Small Business
Survival Plan:

1. The SP Business Resource
Group: I am strongly encouraging
all local business owners to join this
Facebook group. It was founded by
local community and business
leaders to provide information and
resources to Scotch Plains small
businesses to help them navigate
the SBA loan and debt relief
programs currently being offered at
the state and national level. https://
w w w. f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s /
672872076800325/

2. Takeout Two: I encourage
everyone to takeout at least two

meals a week from local restaurants.
With over 8,000 households in town,
if enough people follow this, our
restaurants will have an increased
chance in staying open until the stay
at home order is lifted. I have been
taking out food as much as possible
recently.

3. Gift Cards for Graduation:
There are many businesses besides
restaurants in town that are impacted
by this shutdown. With school
graduation approaching, I
encourage residents to reach out to
local businesses that offer gift cards
online or in person — not just
restaurants, but florists, butchers,
and others — and buy one for your
upcoming graduate, regardless of
his or her age. If the business is
closed now, make a point to do it as
soon as they reopen.

4. Tip Twenty: Many local
businesses are operating with
reduced staff, and those who are
still working often have fewer hours.
In businesses where the employee’s
wage is dependent on tips, I urge
people, where financially possible,
to tip a minimum of 20 percent to
help out those folks with a reduced
income. A couple extra dollars can
go a long way when we’re all doing
it together.

This is new territory for us all, but
if we all pull together we’ll weather
it better. If you have additional
suggestions to help our business
community, please reach out to me,
as I would love to hear them. Stay
positive and let's get through this
together-six feet apart!

Al Smith
Mayor of Scotch Plains

Candidate Statement/
Letter Policy

Candidates for election are invited
and encouraged to provide statements
on issues each week leading up to
both the primary and general
elections. Statements should be no
more than 250 words, and should be
emailed to editor@goleader.com by
9 a.m. on Mondays.

We ask that statements stick to
issues and not include any personal
attacks on opponents. Such statements
will be rejected at the discretion of
the editors.

No candidate endorsement letters
to the editor will be accepted.

Advertising rates are available at
www.goleader.com/presskit

The Holidays Aren’t The Same —
But There Are Ways to Help

So here we all are, socially distant, and along
comes Passover and Easter.

While many families will resort to “virtual”
dinners, there are so many that are alone, and so
many more that are hurting financially. While
some of us are lucky enough to be complaining
about the inability to schedule an Instacart delivery
or a ShopRite pickup, there are so many more
without the ability to purchase a regular meal, let
alone a holiday meal.

The purpose of the Passover Seder is not about
a celebration or a kickoff to eight days of
unleavened bread. It is about the story of G-d
saving the Jewish people from slavery and most
certain death — It’s about a miracle.

Easter is not about the bunny, the baskets or the
egg hunt. It is about the death and resurrection of
Jesus — It’s about a miracle.

We keep hearing from our readers and residents
— how can we help? What can we do? So when we
got the call from the Jefferson School PTO about a
giant food drive, we sprang into action, making
connections and banding together to do some good.

Technology Has Kept Govt.,
Schools In Business Amid COVID

Tomorrow, on Good Friday, and the second day of
Passover, a massive food drive will take place in
Westfield, Scotch Plains, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside and Clark. Through your donations,
and the donated time of residents and businesses,
we hope to amass as much food as possible for
delivery to Rahway Food for Friends. (More
information on this can be found on the front page.)

Local resident Steve Voice and his family have
been organizing the “Feed The Frontline” initiative.
The funds they are raising is going to local restaurants
who are providing meals for the hospital staff on the
front lines of this pandemic. This is a two-fold gift —
it allows these restaurants to continue to work, while
feeding people who are working so hard to save lives.

So while we all wait for the big miracle to bring an end
to COVID-19’s grasp on our nation and the world —
we are grateful for all the “little” miracles happening in
our community.

No, our holidays are not the same as usual, but
that doesn’t mean they are lost.

Wishing you all a safe, healthy, and blessed
Easter and Passover — from a distance.

While the shutdown of schools, government,
restaurants and small businesses has had a
devastating impact on our economy — local and
national — one positive that has come out of the
coronavirus pandemic is the realization that our
present technology has enabled education to
continue and government to operate.

Schools and colleges have learned to adapt to
distance-learning practices. For instance, the
Westfield school district has been doing virtual
staff meetings, webinars and other online get-
togethers by its administrators, supervisors and
teachers to communicate in these times of “social
distancing.” Westfield High School has been using
platforms like Google Classroom to provide lesson
plans to students.

Kean University’s distance learning involves
everything from a PowerPoint presentation to a
25-person video chat.

Local and county governments have been
holding virtual meetings since the state stay-at-
home order was issued by Governor Phil Murphy
in March. The Union County Freeholders have
been using Facebook Live to broadcast their
meetings. Westfield is using the same platform
for its town council meetings with rebroadcast
available on the town’s YouTube channel as well
as the local cable television access channel, TV
36. The Westfield Board of Education used Webex
for its March 24 meeting. The Fanwood Borough
Council, this past Monday, conducted a special
meeting remotely via video conference using a

call-in number with an access code to participate.
Likewise, the Cranford Board of Education is

live streaming on TV-35’s Facebook and YouTube
pages. Public comments can be submitted by
emailing, after the start of the meeting. County
residents must submit questions by noon on the
Thursday of county freeholder meetings.

The challenge in doing remote meetings is having
multiple board or council members call in along
with their professionals.

In the end, we believe this experience will be a
positive going forward should New Jersey or the
nation experience the need to move into a remote
world again. There obviously are some bugs that
need to be worked out.

Medical offices are now encouraging patients to
use telemedicine to communicate with doctors
and nurses. A phone, tablet or computer with a
camera are needed to take advantage of this safe
alternative to in-office visits through use of video
chat platforms like FaceTime. Also, some medical
groups offer portals where patients can ask
questions on their medical health and receive a
response back in writing or a follow-up phone call.

Moving forward, we hope that our town and
county governments and school boards will try
and do more live meetings via video when life
returns to normal. While it always is best to attend
proceedings or to see a physician in person,
sometimes this is not possible. It is good to know
there are viable options in today’s advanced
technology world.
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Women’s History Month Essay Women’s History Month Essay
By Ryan Basta,

Fifth-Grader at Franklin School

In honor of Woman’s History Month,
I interviewed my grandma, Patricia
Cvejic. She was born in Sturgeon Bay,
Wisconsin 77 years ago and she grew
up close by on a farm in Ephraim, Wis.
Ephraim was a very small town.  In
fact, there were only four people in her
grade in elementary school!  Many of
the grades were combined into one
classroom.  Her father was an engineer
and her mother was a nurse. She
received her Bachelor’s Degree in Art
and became an art teacher in
Milwaukee, Wis.  She was married to
Branko Cvejic, who was an immigrant
to this country.   They had four children:
Ivko, Jennifer (my mom), Mara, and
Marko.  She has also been blessed with
five grandchildren: Lucas, Nate,
Ariana, Body, and me.  She has lived
her whole adult life in Wisconsin.

I was fascinated by the details of my
grandma’s life.  She was very
adventurous, which was uncommon
for women of her day.  While most of
her friends from home were already
married and having babies, she decided
to lead Youth Hostel trips throughout
Europe. She spent her summers leading
teenagers on bike trips through Europe.
Flights to Europe were not what they
are today.  The first two times she went
were in a propeller plane. This was an
18-hour flight that was extremely
uncomfortable. Once they arrived in
Europe they used bikes as their main
mode of transportation.  She learned
to be independent and how to lead and
be in charge of groups of teenagers.
These skills helped her down the road
in the classroom as a teacher.  Her
greatest accomplishment was the art
clubs that she started in the Milwaukee
school system.  This was an inner-city
school and usually, the programs these
schools offered were not very helpful
or useful for the children.  This program
inspired disadvantaged kids to become
leaders. In these programs, the kids
did various art projects. Most of their
projects were hung up in the gym and
auditorium of the school. They
sometimes made paintings for the bank.
In my opinion, their coolest project
was when they designed the set for the
school play. One thing they did was
build an eight-foot-tall mask that the
villain of the play spoke out of. The
mouth of the mask even moved!  My
grandma was very proud of her work
with these children and how she
affected their lives for the better. It
gave her confidence in the classroom.

Like everyone else, my grandma is
experiencing the effects of the
coronavirus (COVID-19). She had
never experienced something quite like
this in her lifetime. It felt bizarre to her
that she could only leave her house to
go to the grocery store and right after
that she had to go right back to her
house.  She lives alone and is used to
coming and going as she pleases.  She

enjoys playing tennis and socializing
with friends.  Unfortunately, social
distancing has changed all that for her.
She also lived through the Vietnam
War. Although no one in her family
was sent off to fight in the war, many
people she knew were drafted. The
war changed the lives of many people
she knew. Many of her friends never
came home.  The ones that did were
never the same. It was hard to see so
many people die young or changed
forever from the war.

My grandma definitely faced
roadblocks in her life because she was
a woman.  However, she also admits
that things changed for the better during
her lifetime. My grandmother was a
very good student and dreamed of
going to college.  However, most girls
in her generation were expected to get
married straight out of high school.
The Vietnam War also effected that.
Men hoped to get married so they
would not have to go off to war.   Many
of the women that did attend college
dropped out before they graduated.
My grandma did graduate, but then
had to worry about getting a job as a
teacher.  Many schools still preferred
to give jobs to men over women.   Many
people believed that women belonged
at home, caring for the house and
family.  During Vietnam, men went off
to serve in the army.  Their departure
left many openings in the workforce.
Then women signed up for the jobs
that the men had once done. This was
a significant change for women.  Many
women were now working in jobs that
had all been previously occupied by
men.  Now women and men go to
college and compete for the same jobs.
Women now have very important jobs
in this country and all around the world.

My grandma has learned a lot of
lessons in her 77 years. One of the
most important life lessons that she
learned was to never give up. My
grandma became a very strong person
by continuing to fight for things she
thought she deserved even when it
seemed impossible.  Even when things
have looked like they could not be
fixed or she felt knocked down, she
learned to pull herself up and try again.
She believes that you can always find
a way to make your life better.  A
message she has for today’s youth is to
never ever give up.  Bad things will
happen to everyone.  It’s what you do
and how you adapt to them that makes
you a stronger person.  If you give up
in a tough situation, you will never
move forward.  Even if things don’t
work out exactly how you wanted, you
can find the positive in it.  I really
enjoyed listening to my grandma talk
about her life experiences and how
being an independent woman has
shaped her life.

***

The above essay was submitted by Daria
Gerber, Fifth-Grade Teacher, Franklin

Elementary School, Westfield

By Lucy Burke
5th Grader at Franklin School

My grandmother’s name is Mary
Lou Nolas. She is my mother’s mother.
She was born on June 4, 1944 in
Elizabeth, NJ and that is where she
grew up. She was born to two Italian
immigrants who came to the United
States from Italy through Ellis Island.
Her mom was a machine sewer and
her dad was a clothes presser.  My
grandmother completed college and
her highest level of education is two
master’s degrees, one in early
childhood education and the other in
English as a second language. My
grandmother’s first job was at IHOP
- International House of Pancakes - as
a waitress.  She did this job as she was
going to college to make extra money.
After graduating college, my
grandmother became a teacher.  That
was her occupation for over 30 years.
My grandmother married my
grandfather on July 15, 1967. They
moved to Westfield soon after they
got married. My grandmother still
lives in Westfield today. She has three
daughters and eight grandchildren.

My grandmother was extremely
proud when she told me, “The
greatest professional
accomplishment of my life was
being a school teacher for 37 years!”
She didn’t hesitate for a second when
I asked her the question.  She said,
“I worked really hard and studied a
lot to become a teacher and was
happy when I got the call to work in
my first position in Cranford Public
Schools.”  She first started as a
second-grade teacher and was there
for four years.  She was happy to tell
me, “I stopped working for a little
while when your mother was born.”
After her maternity leave, she found
a job in Scotch Plains as a
kindergarten teacher and was there
for two years as she had two more
babies (both of my aunts).  After her
final maternity leave, she headed to
Elizabeth where she lasted for 31
years as a first grade, pre-
kindergarten and English as Second
Language (ESL) teacher.  She told
me that means she taught students
who did not grow up speaking
English to learn English.  She
worked in many different schools,
but remained in that town for the
rest of her career.  I was surprised to
find out that my Granny was also a
part-time professor for Union
County College in Elizabeth and
Cranford for 17 years teaching ESL.

My grandmother said, “The events
of 9/11 had the greatest impact on
my life.”  Everything in the world
and the way we lived it changed in an
instant.  You could no longer live life
the way you wanted to live it without
fearing that there was going to be
something else that happened.  She
said, “I was so scared.  I had a
daughter and her fiancé (your dad)
and one of my son-in-laws that
worked in Manhattan and wasn’t sure

they were ok for quite some time that
morning.  I was so happy when your
Mom called me to tell me that she
was OK and on a train to your Aunt’s
house in Armonk, N.Y.”  I didn’t
know until this interview that my
mom couldn’t get back to N.J. from
work.  She and my dad went to my
aunt’s on the last train to Armonk
from NYC. My Granny realized that
the United States wasn’t always a
safe place to live and sometimes bad
things happen.  She said it felt like
the United States was under attack.
She was very worried for the safety
of herself and her children.

According to my grandmother, a
woman’s role has changed in the
world from when she grew up.  She
said there weren’t many
opportunities back then for women.
She told me it has changed a lot since
then and that women today can do
whatever they want.  In my opinion,
I think she meant how women can go
out and get any job that a man does.
For example, my cousin is studying
to be a nurse and has the same
opportunity to do whatever she wants
like a male would do.  Also, in the
last presidential election a woman
ran for President of the United States.
That has never happened before in
history.  I think women have more
options than ever to do whatever
they want to do.

I really enjoy spending time with
my grandmother and I had a great
time learning about some of the things
in her life.  She has inspired me to be
the person that I am today. She has
taught me many things, like how to
make zeppoles, and great Italian food.
She has passed down some of the
recipes she learned as a little girl from
her mom to me.  The most important
lesson that she learned and taught to
me was that you can be anything you
want to be. You just need to work hard
and success will come no matter if
you are a girl or a boy.  The message
she would love to give to today’s
youth is, “Do your best to find a
person that you love, but remember
that you have to make yourself happy
first.”

***

The above essay was submitted by Daria
Gerber, Fifth-Grade Teacher, Franklin

Elementary School, Westfield
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 4/21/20, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Fence Repair Contract, North-2020, Various Locations, Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren (Including and

North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 20462
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organiza-
tions at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/02/20, 04/09/20 and 04/16/20, The Leader Fee: $168.30

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

The Township Committee of the Town-
ship of Cranford has authorized an award
of contract for Custodial Services to AAA
Facility Solutions, LLC, pursuant to the fair
and open process in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq. Such con-
tract and Resolution No. 2020-180 autho-
rizing said contract are available for public
inspection at the office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: AAA Facility Solutions,
LLC; 111 Kinderkamack Road; River Edge,
New Jersey, 07661

Service: Custodial Services
Fee: Not to Exceed $75,600.00
Date: March 31, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 04/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE OF PURCHASE

The Township of Cranford has autho-
rized the purchase of electricity supply
services for public use on an online auc-
tion website, EMEX Reverse Auction. The
Local Unit Technology Pilot Program and
Study Act (P.L. 2001, c. 30) (the “Act”)
authorizes the purchase of electricity sup-
ply service for public use through the use
of an online auction service. Such auction
will be conducted pursuant to the afore-
mentioned Act. Resolution No. 2020-183
authorizing said purchase of electricity
supply services is available for public in-
spection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.

Awarded to: EMEX, LLC-1; Located at
www.energymarketexchange.com

Service: Procurement of Electricity Sup-
ply Services

Date: March 31, 2020

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk

1 T - 04/09/20, The Leader Fee: $24.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-05

CALENDAR YEAR 2020
ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH
A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A:
4-45.14)

STATEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
foregoing ordinance was finally passed at
a meeting of the Township Committee of
the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on
March 31, 2020.

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 04/09/20, The Leader Fee: $16.32

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 1st of April
the Planning Board of the Township of
Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:

1. Appointed Topology NJ LLC to pre-
pare a study and evaluate whether 750
Walnut Avenue, qualifies as an area in
need of redevelopment as a condemna-
tion redevelopment area.

Kathy Lenahan
Board Administrator

1 T - 04/09/20, The Leader Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 04/02/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–311
AWARDED TO: The WT Group, Inc.

Hoffman Estates, Illinois
SERVICES TO: for the purpose of in-

cluding an additional 18 properties to the
ADA Self Evaluation and Transition Plan

COSTS: in the amount of not to exceed
$34,038.94 for a new contract amount not
to exceed $162,189.94

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 04/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 04/02/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a) (i).
This contract and the resolution authoriz-
ing it is available for public inspection in the
Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020–321
amending (Resolution No. 2017-611)
AWARDED TO: Javerbaum  Wurgaft

Hickes Hahn  Wikstrom & Sinins, P.C.
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled

Reginald Curry v. UC, et als
COSTS: in an amount  not to exceed

$10,000.00 for a total sum not to exceed
$20,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 04/09/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

We Sell Space

To Advertise, Contact the Spaceman
Phone: 908-232-4407

email: sales@goleader.com

Joe Nicastro
Candidate Statement
Last year when I ran for council I

learned a lot about myself and the
process along what is really happening
behind the scenes as one digs deeper
into the budget. Sure we came up
short last year, but we were able to
expose many details that were not in
the public eye, like our debt balloning
60 percent in just three years. This
year I am again honored to have been
selected by the Garwood Republican
Committee to run on the main
Republican line in the June Primary
with my running mate Jesse Wilson.
Jesse and I have discussed how the
coronavirus has hit all of us, whether
we are parents who are forced to work
from home and become aclimated to
helping kids with home-schooling or
those that have lost jobs or firends
that have fallen ill; this virus has
impacted our lives in ways no one
could have ever imagined. As a DPW
worker, I consider myself forunate
that I do get to go to work every
morning even though it means
exposing myself to potential harm
because I have a positive outlook on
our future. We have nurses, doctors,
police, fireman all on the front lines
literally risking their lives everyday
to get us through this trying time, and
for that I am eternally grateful. When
I was asked to run again I spoke to my
wife and daugher, my real bosses.
They know how much I love Garwood
and see her potential. We absolutly
do need to reign in spending, we need
to be better prepared for difficult times
fiscally, which is where my
conservative values will play such a
vital role, and we need to create an
emergency plan for residents so they
never have to worry about being hit
with a tax increase again during a
major crisis.  This year with your
support we can turn things around for
Garwood and look to a brighter future.
I am asking for your vote on June 2,
Vote Nicastro and Wilson for
Garwood Council.

Joe Nicastro
Republican Candidate
for Garwood Council

Jesse Wilson
Candidate Statement
The last several weeks into months

have been very difficult to say the least
especially for small businesses owners
like myself due to the rapid spread of
COVID-19. As a private contractor, I
pride myself on building face to face
relationships and trust which is
something I cannot do in these changing
times, but I adapt using technology to
provide quotes to ensure my business
can stay afloat. What I did find extremely
disheartening was that our current
adminitration, that includes a
Republican, all voted to raise taxes for
Garwood right in the middle of this
crisis. To me this was irresponsible and
only hurts homeowners and renters
during a time when people are losing
jobs. Our country is seeing
unprecidented numbers of mass
unemployment, our state is at the epi-
center of the coronavirus yet our Mayor,
Council and a Republican incumbent
would pull this move on us is mind
blowing. That is one of the reasons I
decided to step up and run for Council
as a true, fiscal conservative Republican.
I own a business and a home. I have
friends in Garwood that own businesses
that are barely hanging on and they
deserve a voice. I'm asking you to give
me that opportunity to be that voice to
stop the spending, the taxing and along
with my running mate, Joe Nicastro, we
will bring much needed conservative
Republican leadership to the council. I
am fortunate to have a running mate
who has the campaign experience and
knowledge of the inner workings of
local government. Joe and I ask for
your support so everyone can be better
represented during the best of times and
the most difficult times.

Jesse Wilson
Republican Candidate
for Garwood Council

F-SP Service League Stands
Together With Community

Letters to the Editor

The spring holidays are upon us. A
time of reverence, renewal, and looking
forward to warm days. This year we
face the holidays with fear and
confusion, like we are at war. Yes, we
are at war, against a microbial enemy,
the Corona Virus or COVID-19. Like a
war, this enemy takes the lives of
innocents, and we are asked to make
personal sacrifices to fight this
microscopic enemy. We do have many
on the frontlines fighting, trying to keep
us safe and to find an end to this scourge.

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League members and
volunteers at the Thrift Shop, 1741
East Second Street, Scotch Plains,
are with our friends, customers and
donors during these times. What we
have learned is that the Thrift Shop is
more than a store. The shop is a
meeting place for friends and new
friendships are made. The Service
League is proud that since 1974,
through Thrift Shop sales, the League
has contributed over $1.3 million in
scholarships and assistance to
organizations within the towns and
Union County.

The shop’s closing is as difficult

for us as it is for all those who come
and spend time with us. We wish we
could advertise that the shop will
reopen; however, the quarantine
period has been extended to April 30.
Hopefully, we will be able to reopen
shortly after April 30. No matter how
you celebrate the holidays, the League
prays and wishes you health, peace,
and looks forward to the shop’s
reopening.

Carol Marquardt, League President
Fanwood

Take Advantage of Us,

Promote Your Business

Display Ad Creation

Stand-Alone Inserts

Marketing Assistance

Website Banner Ads

Promotional Bulletins

Online-Only Supplements
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Contact Jeff Gruman,
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908-232-4407

sales@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/bulletin

SP Officials Encourage
Census Participation

Scotch Plains currently has one of
the top 2020 Census response rates
in the nation, with 59.6 percent, as of
April 3. While we are beyond thrilled
to see that Scotch Plains is doing so
well with the 2020 Census, we still
have a long way to go to a complete
100-percent count.

By now, every home should have
received an invitation to participate
in the 2020 Census and you can
respond in one of three ways: online,
by phone, or by mail. When you
respond to the census, you tell the
Census Bureau where you live as of
April 1, 2020.

When responding to the 2020
Census everyone living in your home
should be included. Parents, children,
aunts, uncles, grandparents, cousins,
roommates – every person living with
you are all considered members of
your household.

College students that normally live
at school should be counted at school,
even if they are temporarily living
somewhere else due to the COVID-
19 pandemic. Watch this video to
learn more: https://youtu.be/
B4Ee8ol_LxY

The U.S. Constitution mandates a
full count every 10 years of all
persons living in the United States.
All responses are protected by federal
law and kept confidential.

Census results are important as
they determine how many seats each
state is apportioned in the U.S. House
of Representatives as well as how
over $675 billion in federal funds
are distributed annually to states and
communities on services ranging
from roads, infrastructure, schools,
libraries, and emergency services.

In 2010, Scotch Plains had an 87
percent response rate. While this is
an excellent response rate, that 13
percent non-response rate could
mean the difference between more
or less funding for Scotch Plains. We

need a complete count in 2020.
To respond online, visit: https://

my2020census.gov or call (844)
468-2020 to respond by phone. If
you would like to speak with
someone in Scotch Plains Town Hall
regarding the Census, please contact
Tom Strowe at (908) 322-6700, ext.
317 or
tstrowe@scotchplainsnj.com.

Thank you to everyone who has
responded so far. This is so critical
for our community. Let’s get a
complete count!

Al Smith, Mayor, Chairman of
Census Complete Count Committee

Roc White, Councilman,
Council Liaison to Census Complete

Count Committee
Tom Strowe, Project Coordinator for

Redevelopment & 2020 Census

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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FREER TO PLAY LACROSSE AT PRINCETON

Multi-Sport Athlete Freer
Explains Training Routine
Westfield High School senior Colin

Freer, captain of the Blue Devil boys
lacrosse team, a multi-sport athlete
who also played on the football team
and basketball team responds to David
B. Corbin’s March 26 article on the
“Lost Spring”.

“I read your article in The Leader
about the lack of spring sports and
how you would like athletes to share
the stories/suggestions of what they
are doing with this time off. I would
love to share with you what I am
doing.”

Obviously with the postponing of
the spring season, athletes are
heartbroken.. However there still is
hope that the season will resume, so
for this reason, I have created a daily
workout routine to stay in shape for
when the season hopefully resumes.

Every day I workout on either my
muscular strength or cardio and am
always making sure that I have my
lacrosse stick stuck in my hand.
Additionally, many athletes overlook
the importance of flexibility and
stretching. Flexibility and stretching

during this time off is extremely
important to include in athletes’ daily
routine to give their bodies an
opportunity to recharge.

I work on my mobility for around
30-45 minutes every morning and
even sneak in some yoga as well. As
we sit in our houses during this
pandemic, it is vital for high school
athletes to not lose hope on our spring
seasons resuming and instead of
laying around playing video games
try to exercise and keep our bodies
healthy and in shape.

If the spring season does not
resume, then I am only getting a head
start on training for my college
lacrosse season at Princeton.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
D. Blair Corbin’s

Walk Down Memory Lane

Raiders
Blue Devils

Cougars

KEEPING FIT...Westfield three-sport athlete senior Colin Freer, a standout in
football, basketball and lacrosse, works on his lacrosse skills.

David B. Corbin (April 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING THIRD...Cougar Jamie Shriner swipes third on a double steal in the first inning as Raider third baseman Tyler
Stines prepares to get the throw. The Cougars pulled off a successful suicide squeeze in the seventh to win 6-5 (April 2, 2019).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT GAME AT THE NET...Blue Devil goalkeeper Theo Dardia prepares to defend the goal in the game against Rumson-
Fair Haven on “Senior Day” in Westfield on April 4, 2019. Devon McLane became the all-time WHS scoring leader

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUGHT IN A RUNDOWN...Cougar Ryan Belliott, No. 8, gets caught in a
rundown and eventually gets tagged out by Blue Devil pitcher Bridget Hyland in
the third inning in Cranford. Westfield topped the Cougars, 4-1 (April 6, 2018).

David B. Corbin (April 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION AT HOME BASE...Raider Jake Canavan plows into home base as
Highlander relief pitcher Vinny Dolen sails through the air in the fifth inning. The
Raiders bombarded the Highlanders, 17-7, in Scotch Plains on April 6, 2016.

A special look at this week in years’
past. From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.
www.goleader.com

April 2, 2019: “Small Ball” paid
huge dividends in the bottom of the
seventh inning for the hosting
Cranford High School baseball team
in its season-opening showdown with
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
at Memorial Field on an extremely
chilly April 2. Trailing 5-4 Tyler
Szczech plopped a leadoff single over
first base and Aiden Plick drew a walk
on Raider pitcher Pat Cuccurullo.
Marcus Johnson’s fake bunt set up a
successful double steal. Johnson then
lofted an RBI sacrifice fly to
centerfield as Szczech scored and
Plick tagged up and sped to third. Joe
Meola stepped to the plate and pulled
off a perfect squeeze bunt as Plick
came zooming home to earn the
Cougars a 6-5 victory.

Small ball and crafty base running
were present with nearly every run
that was scored and it began in the
bottom of the first inning when leadoff
hitter Jamie Shriner walked and Mike

Murphy also drew a free pass. Both
pulled off a double steal then Szczech
pushed an RBI groundout to the right
side. In the second inning, Johnson
walked then zoomed to third when
Joe Meola’s bunt single caused a
throwing error. Mike Meola’s bunt
also caused a throwing error as
Johnson scored. Both runners
advanced on a wild pitch then Shriner
lashed a two-run single to right field.

Two Raiders scored in the third.
Danny Wilkinson walked then Jonny
Ramos (3-for-4, 2 runs) laid down a
bunt single that caused a throwing
error, allowing Wilkinson’s pinch
runner Ricky Lopez to score. Dean
Kirian walked then both runners
advanced on another wild pitch, setting
up Willy Gale’s RBI sac fly to center.
Ramos’ two-out double set up a three-
run fifth inning that gave the Raiders
the 5-4 lead. Kirian walked then Willy
Gale beat out an infield RBI single and
stole second base. Mike Dieu punched
a two-run single to left.

April 3, 2019: Trailing, 9-8, with
less than nine minutes remaining, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls lacrosse
team tallied two unanswered goals to

nip the Cranford Cougars, 10-9, at
Memorial Field in Cranford on April 3.
Maggie Lapolla netted three goals and
three assists, while adding five ground
balls, and Carly Walker scored three
goals and added a pair of assists for the
1-1 Raiders. Hailey Kinard and
Catherine Buren each had a goal and an
assist, while Elle Priesing and Francesco
DiLollo each scored once. Goalkeeper
Libby Daniskas made six saves.

Junior attacker Grace Power, who
scored her 100th career goal in the
season opener against Morristown-
Beard, upped her total to 107 with
five first-half goals for the 0-3
Cougars. Sylvie Fernandez scored
twice and had an assist, Alyssa
Gesslein had a goal and an assist, and

Delaney Bertrand scored once, while
Karena Andreassen contributed a pair
of assists. Goalkeeper Anna Horne
made 10 saves.

April 4, 2019: The Westfield High
School softball team improved to 3-0
with a 16-10 triumph over the hosting
Elizabeth Minutemen on April 3 then
one day later in Somerville, senior
Erica Lawrence recorded her 100th
career hit when the Blue Devils
ransacked the Pioneers of Somerville,
20-5, in five innings. Lawrence, who
went 3-for-5 with a double, two RBI
and two runs scored, got hit No. 100
when the Blue Devils scored in the
top of the first inning against the
Pioneers. Alivia Macaluso tripled,
doubled, scored four times and had
two RBI. Genevieve Howell went 4-
for-4 with two RBI and two runs
scored. Kalea Calugay, who did the
pitching, rapped a pair of triples,
singled, scored three times and had
two RBI.

April 4, 2019: “Senior Day” at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
came early but the timing was perfect
when senior attacker Devon McLane
scored five goals and added three

assists to break the Westfield High
School All-Time boys lacrosse career
scoring record with 217* points (goals
plus assists - See Devils Den numbers)
in the Blue Devils’ 12-7 victory over
the Rumson-Fair Haven Bulldogs on
April 4. McLane’s record-setting goal
came with 1:49 remaining in the game
when he charged in from the right
side, dove in front of Dawgs
goalkeeper Ryan Croddick and
delivered a knuckle-scraping, low
shuffle shot into the netting.

But the heroics did not all belong to
McLane. Although the offense also
received ample production from
senior attacker Jake Engelke (2 goals,
assist), sophomore Matt Prybylski (2
goals), junior Nick Martini (goal,

assist) and seniors Dylan Alfano and
Griffin Aslanian with one goal apiece,
along with senior CJ Duffy (2 assists),
the defensive unit and goalkeeper
Theo Dardia held up particularly
strong, especially in the second half
when they limited the Dawgs to just a
pair of goals from Chris Bockelmann,
who finished with three goals.

April 5, 2018: Perfection was
needed and carried out when Pat
Connelly heeded the call and laid
down a perfect squeeze bunt single as
Mike Murphy came flying home with
the winning run in the bottom of the
11th inning to earn the Cranford High
School baseball team a 1-0 victory
over Westfield at Memorial Field in
Cranford on April 5.

That magic moment was set up
when Murphy, who also doubled in
the first inning, drilled a double to
leftfield off Blue Devil relief pitcher
Mike Carlone then alertly dashed to
third on Jamie Shriner’s short
grounder to third baseman Matt
Manning, who tossed to first for the
out. Next with the pressure on,
Connelly managed to bunt the ball
where no one was able to make a play

as Murphy came gliding home.
With 21 zeros posted on the

scoreboard before the only run was
scored, all four pitchers did indeed
perform well, especially Cougar

starting pitchers Gordon Graceffo and
Blue Devil Cory Hiltz. In his eight
innings, Graceffo allowed three hits
and two walks — one intentional —
while striking out seven batters. Hiltz
tossed seven innings, allowing two
hits, two walks and a hit batter, while

striking out nine batters.
Cougar Kevin Donovan, in his three

innings, yielded two hits and an
intentional walk, while fanning four
batters. Carlone relieved in the eighth

inning and allowed three hits and a
walk, while fanning two batters.

April 6, 2018: Three innings of
scoreless ball was abruptly interrupted
in the top of the fourth inning when
the Westfield High School softball
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Sharing Stories About
‘Lost Spring’ Article

Local athletes are welcomed to
respond with a general description

of their training programs also.
Sending in a photo would help.
e-mail dcorbin@goleader.com

MAGGIE, COLIN, LOGAN TRAIN WITH GAVIN

Cr’s Murray Crew Make
Training a ‘Family Affair’
The Murray crew from Cranford

has been training together at home
since all sports activities has been
halted and all the local gyms have
been closed. Gavin the oldest has
decided to be an unappointed trainer
for his three younger siblings, Maggie,
Colin and Logan. The foursome have
been going on runs together and Gavin
has been a taskmaster at making sure
they complete their tire flipping and
sledgehammer activities.

Gavin, the oldest is a two-time
NJSIAA State Wrestling place winner
(second at 138-lbs junior year) and
two-time high school All American,

who went on to wrestle at Purdue
University. His all-time Cranford High
School career won/loss records stands
at 144-18. Gavin graduated last year
from Purdue and now works in NYC.
With the current situation in NYC,
Gavin has been working from home.

Gavin is hoping his years of
experience training will help his
siblings get better. “Being home gives
me more free time to help train my
younger boys and sister and help them
to achieve their goals,” Gavin
explained.

Maggie, a Cranford High School

A FAMILY AFFAIR...Cranford’s Murray crew makes it a “Family Affair” when
it comes to training. Pictured top, left to right, are: Gavin, Maggie and Colin with
Logan holding the sledgehammer.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Memory Lane also in
Ballyhoo Sports



Page 8  Thursday, April 9, 2020 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION

team found the right combination to
plate all four of its runs en route to a
4-1 victory over the Cranford Cougars
at Adams Field in Cranford. The game
also featured strong pitching
performances from Blue Devil pitcher
Bridget Hyland and Cougar pitchers,
freshman Morrigan Gardiner and

senior Brenna Dolan.
The Westfield fourth inning began

with a looping leadoff single by Ally
Gulla (2-for-4) then Hyland moved
her to second with a sacrifice bunt.
Caroline Dwyer was hit-by-a-pitch
and Julia Romano (2-for-5) rapped an
RBI single to right, scoring Gulla.
Erica Lawrence sizzled a single past
third then Gen Howell came up with
the big hit, a two-run double to the
centerfield fence. After Jordan Sacher
walked to reload the bases, Natalie
Patterson walked to bring Lawrence
home with the fourth run.

Dolan, who relieved Gardiner in the
fourth inning, finished the game,
allowing one hit and four walks while
striking out four. Hyland pitched a
complete game, allowing just four hits,
a walk and a hit batter, while striking
out seven. Freshman Liz McCaffery,
who finished the game 3-for-4, also
played the crucial shortstop position.

April 7, 2017: Zeros cluttered the
scoreboard for six full innings due to
the effective pitching performances
of Governor Livingston senior Alanna

Namit and Cougar junior Brenna
Dolan in a high school showdown
between a pair of 2-0 teams at Adams
Field in Cranford on April 7. Heroics
were needed at the plate and both
teams responded positively when the
Highlanders scored once in the top of
the seventh but senior Liz Casazza
stepped to the plate with two outs and
runners on second and third in the
bottom of the inning and rapped a
double over leftfielder Madison
Phillips’ head to give the Cougars a
stunning 2-1 victory.

The Cranford seventh began with a
walk to Jayna Mallon. Grace O’Brien
laid down a bunt in an attempt to
advance Mallon to second but the bat
hit her when she was out of the box
resulting in a dead ball out and no
advancement. Namit struck out the
next batter and needed just one more
out for victory. Julie Lefano had
different plans, however, and chopped

a single past second. Casazza stepped
to the plate. Namit threw a wild pitch,
allowing Mallon and Lefano to
advance to third and second,
respectively. Casazza fouled off a
pitch but then got a good one, slammed
it to deep leftfield, bringing home
Mallon with the tying run and Lefano

with the winning run.
April 5, 2016: The Westfield High

School girls’ lacrosse team rallied
from three separate deficits to
overcome Morristown, 15-13, in a
thrilling contest played at Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on April 5. Blue
Devil Hannah Liddy potted four goals,
while Julia Gretsky and Sydney
Paoletti netted three goals apiece.
Freshman goalie Carly Swanson came
up with a critical stop in the final two
minutes of the game to preserve the
victory as Westfield improved its
season mark to 2-1.

April 6, 2016: Winning three games
in a row is one thing but knocking off
three teams that year-after-year appear
in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) semifinals is an
accomplishment. After stunning
Westfield, 11-1, in six innings on April
Fools Day and blanking defending
UCT champions Cranford, 7-0, on
April 5, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders baseball team nailed the triple
banger with a 17-7, six inning
bombardment of the Governor

Livingston Highlanders in Scotch
Plains on April 6.

The 3-0 Raiders amassed 20 hits
and had seven teammates record two
hits or more in the onslaught and it
began right off the “bat” with leadoff
hitter Peter Warren, who went 4-for-
4, walked once and scored three times.

No. 3 batter Peter Yarem whacked
three singles, each with an RBI,
walked once and scored three times.
Cleanup batter Matt Fox continued
his hitting streak, going 3-for-4 with
two runs scored and an RBI. Tyler
O’Brien (2 runs scored) had a double
and an RBI single then Sam Schetelich
came of the bench for him and ripped
an RBI double and an RBI single.

April 4, 2015: The Blue Devils
boys track and field team placed
fourth, while Scotch Plains-Fanwood
placed sixth and the Cranford Cougars
placed seventh in a field of 14 teams
at the Summit Relays held at Tatlock

Field in Summit. Blue Devils Mitchell
Bryk with the meet’s best toss of 162-
6, Andrew Simcox and Kyle Burns
won the team javelin with a distance
of 415-11. Blue Devils Ryan Siegel,
Chris Prasek, Andrew Harting-Smith
and Matt Russo crossed first in the
Distance Medley Relay.

Harting-Smith, Prasek, Jelani Pierre
and Russo took top honors in the Sprint
Medley Relay at 3:51.88. Cougars Josh
Cadet, Josiah Cadet, Tim Colter and
Sean O’Donnell finished fourth at
3:57.22. Raiders Jordan Jones, Ray
Walker, Merlin Edmonds and Kobe
White won the 4x100 with a time of
44.21. Raiders Quincy Sanchez, Ben
Powell, Andrew Ciccarino and
Edmonds crossed first in the 4x110
hurdles at 1:04.71. Raiders Christian
Zoufaly at 12-0 (meet’s best height)
and Ciccarino won the pole vault with
a height of 21-0.

April 4, 2015: The Lady Blue
Devils placed eighth in their meet at
the Summit Relays with a total of 25,
followed by the Raiders at 21.75 and
Cranford at 20.75. Raiders Gabriela
MacPherson, Wilda Francois, Rose
Giandana and Christine Nocum won
the shuttle hurdles with a time of
1:15.77. Cougars Erin Meixner,
Brianna Scotti and Christina Barlik

took top honors in the shot put with a
distance of 92-7.75. Cougars Maranda
Brown, Scotti and Susanna Jaramillo
won the discus with a distance of 253-
7. Blue Devils Keren Moncayo, Mae
Devin and Kim Burns took second in
the javelin with a distance of 238-4,
and teammates Kelly Morrison, Julia
Myers, Natalie Marcotullio and
Brooke Schaeffer crossed second in
the 4x800 at 10:04.59.

April 6, 2015: Cruising along with
a comfortable 7-1 lead, the Westfield
High School softball team got a
shocking wakeup call when the
visiting Cranford Cougars plated six
runs in the fifth, but the Blue Devils
held tight then managed to score the
winning run on Devyn Tibbals’ RBI
single that scored Hailey Reilly in the
bottom of the seventh inning to salvage
an 8-7 victory.

Blue Devil Danielle Rinaldi rapped
a pair of doubles, scored twice then
added a single. Sam Velez doubled,
singled twice, scored once and had
two RBI. Julia Palozzola (run scored)
led the Cougars with two singles and

a two-run double in her four at-bats.
April 2, 2014: Great comebacks

became the theme with both teams,
but the visiting Livingston High
School girls lacrosse team made the
final one count when Alyssa Egner
took advantage of a shooting space
call to get a free-position shot and
lodged the ball into the net with 0:01
remaining to give the Lancers a 13-12
victory over the Raiders. Co-captain
Andrea McNeeley scored four goals
and added an assist for the Raiders
and co-captain Julie Haggan netted a
pair of goals and two assists.

April 5, 2014: Positive results were
turned in by the Blue Devils, Raiders
and Cranford Cougar boys and girls
track & field teams in the Summit
Relays featuring 26 schools at Tatlock
Field in Summit. The Blue Devil girls
and the Raider boys placed third in
their respective competition. The
Raider boys and girls finished fourth
overall, and the Blue Devil boys and
girls finished fifth overall. The Cougar
boys and girls placed 10th overall.

Blue Devils Sophia Goldschmidt,
Hannah Hawkins, Elena Chermak and
Jenna Helfand placed first in the 4x100
with a time of 51.66. Raiders Christine
Nocum, Wilda Francois, Tori
Baliatico and Summer Robinson

crossed first in the shuttle hurdles
with a time of 1:10.72. Cougars Jenna
Ellenbacher, Anna Fitch and Bella
Desimone won the 400 hurdles in
3:29.74.

Raiders Emendo Thomas, Merlin
Edmond, Cameron Smith and Kobe
White won the 4x100 with a time of
44.87. Blue Devils Nick Antonelli,
Capistrano, Will Chandler and Phil
Edwards finished second in the
DMR at 10:55.98. Raiders
VanBrunt, Mike Daszyk and
Vitoroulis placed second in the
javelin with a distance of 411-7.

April 4, 2013: Early-season errors,
mental lapses and hesitancy on the
base paths placed the Blue Devil
baseball team on the short side of a 5-
2 score against the Union Farmers at
Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in Westfield.
Catcher Mike Ionta rapped three of
the Blue Devils’ singles, and Chris
Arena went 2-for-4 and scored both
runs.

April 4, 2013: Great defensive
plays highlighted a fierce rivalry, but
the hosting Summit Hilltoppers held

on to stop the Blue Devil boys lacrosse
team, 4-3, in Summit. Blue Devil
senior attacker Jack Flaherty (one
assist), along with junior middies

Patrick Decker and Dane Huber, each
netted one goal. Senior midfielder
Matt Webb provided two assists.
Garrett Williamson registered 12
saves.

April 6, 2013: West Morris-
Mendham took an early lead but opted
a “freeze” technique to hold off a stiff,
second-half challenge by the Blue
Devil girls lacrosse team in a 10-5
win in Westfield. Senior Elizabeth
Cusick scored twice upping her career
total to 198, breaking Morgan Lang’s
WHS record of 191. Courtney
Weisse’s three assists upped her
number to 87, also a WHS record.

April 3, 2012: Miracles still
remained in the Westfield High School
baseball team’s bag of last-inning
comeback tricks from last year’s
magical season when senior Jon
Gribbin rapped a two-run double to
cap a six-run rally in the bottom of the
10th inning to earn the Blue Devils an
8-7 victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field
in Westfield to give Head Coach Bob
Brewster his 500th career win.

April 3, 2012: Capitalizing with
four runs in the first and a seven-run

breakout inning in the third was all
that was required as the Governor
Livingston High School softball team
earned an 11-4 victory over the
Raiders in Berkeley Heights. Raider
Amanda Schroder (RBI) went 2-for-
3, Lindsay Wilkinson (RBI), Arielle
Zuaro and Amanda Raphael each went
2-for-4, and Marcus had a triple. Liz
Gallo and Sara Killeen each
contributed a hit, and Kelly Yeager
added a run.

April 7, 2012: Advance warning
was given to the visiting Cranford
Cougars boys lacrosse team when
Scotch Plains-Fanwood got an early
jump in the first quarter, but a furious
fourth-quarter assault catapulted the
Raiders to a 12-6 victory. Raider senior
co-captain Dan Nizolak, who could
not find the net in the first three
quarters, netted all three of his goals
in the fourth. Matt Greenberg finished
with three goals and an assist, and
Christian Gordon finished with two

goals. Cougar Tom Fitzgerald finished
with two goals, and Jonathan Rubin
finished with two goals and an assist.

April 5, 2011: Nearly everything

that could happen in a game did
happen in a chilling showdown
between the visiting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Raiders baseball team and
No. 11 Cranford at Memorial Field.
There were sacrifice bunts, hit-and-
run plays, gutsy base running and key
pickoff plays. There were back-to-
back home runs by the Raiders. Then
there were walks and hit batters, a
balk call and fluky mental errors that
the Cougars spun into runs.
Additionally, there was a grand slam
home run that got downgraded to a
three-run homer.

In the end, the Cougars took
advantage of a collision between
Raider second baseman Christian
Zazzali and shortstop Marcus Rivera
on an infield popup with two men out
in the sixth inning that allowed base
runners Sean Trotter and catcher Eric
Walano to score and to pull out a 9-8
victory.

The Cougars did take advantage of
four walks and two hit batters yielded
by Raider starting pitcher James
D’Angelo in the first four innings to
score four runs, while only producing
one hit during that time, an RBI double

from Ryan Williamson (2-for-4, two
runs scored) on a hit-and-run play.
The Cougars also played “Billy Ball”
with shrewd bunting and base running.

The Raiders out-hit the Cougars,
11-4, and added emphasis with three
home runs. After leadoff hitter Sean
Reilly (2-for-4, RBI, 2 runs scored)
reached base on an error in the first,
Connor Thompson (2-for-3, run
scored) cracked a two-run homer over
the leftfield fence, and Marcus Rivera
(3-for-3, 2 runs, intentional walk)
followed with a solo blast in the same
vicinity off starting pitcher Kurt
Rutmayer.

In the sixth, Raider Ryan Haggerty
stepped forward and blasted a grand
slam over the centerfield fence. There
was a celebration at home plate. There
was an appeal. The second runner
was ruled out. The Raiders led 8-7.

April 6, 2011: Quick lightning
strikes early in the first half allowed

David B. Corbin (April 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE FIRST LEG...Blue Devil Gabrielle Brennan, center, starts off the first leg of the distance medley relay at
the Summit Relays on April 5, 2014. The Blue Devils placed fifth in the event.

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE WINNING RUN...Blue Devil Hailey Reilly slides home with the winning run in the seventh inning as Cougar
catcher Morgan Feretti attempts to make the tag. Westfield edged Cranford, 8-7, in Westfield on April 6, 2015.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past

David B. Corbin (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO SQUASH THE ATTACK…Blue Devil Rebecca Kraus, No. 24,
pressures Mendham attacker Gia Padavano, No. 4, as Blue Devil goalie Mallory
Weisse anticipates a shot on goal (April 6, 2013). Westfield won 10-5.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKED BY A LONG STICK…Raider midfielder Christian Gordon, No. 7,
tries to maneuver around the long stick of Cougar Jack Nunziata, No. 5. The
Raiders defeated the Cougars, 12-6, in Scotch Plains on April 7, 2012.

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A BIG INNING…Cougar Ryan Williamson slides into third as
the ball sails out of the reach of Raider Kevin Raszka in the fifth inning. The error
allowed two Cougars to score (April 5, 2011). The Cougars wom 9-8.

Fred Lecomte (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG DEFENSIVE GAME…Blue Devil defenders Christian Burgdorf, No.
17, Garrett Williamson, No. 1, Jack Simcox and Mike Fitzhenry played a very
stubborn game against the Summit Hilltoppers on April 4, 2013.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT THE PLATE…Cougar Sean Feeney, center, scores on a
sacrifice fly as Raider catcher Matt Ridge, No. 44, turns to get the bad throw in
the first inning (April 15, 2012). The Cougars won 8-3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TOUGH ON DEFENSE…Blue Devil midfielder Markey Frega, No.
20, puts a hard check on Raider Kevin Lewis, No. 8, as Blue Devil defender
Christian Burgdorf, No. 17, adds support. Westfield won, 15-4, in Scotch Plains. CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING AIRBORNE TO TOUCH HOME…Blue Devil James O’Rourke goes airborne to touch home plate in the first inning
as Raider catcher Ryan Henkels stops the throw. The Blue Devils scored six runs in the bottom of the 10th to win 8-7, on April
3, 2012 giving Head Coach Bob Brewster his 500th career victory.

David B. Corbin (April 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING FOR THE LOOSE BALL...Raider defender Becky Mehorter, No. 4, tries to scoop a loose ball before a Livingston
Lady Lancer does as Raider midfielder Julie Haggan, No. 2, closes in. The Livingston Lady Lancers won a 13-12 thriller in
Scotch Plains on April 2, 2014.

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
the Westfield High School girls
lacrosse team to cruise to a 15-8
victory over Cranford at Memorial
Field in Cranford. Sophomore
Elizabeth Cusick and senior attacker

Ally Rose each netted five goals for
the Blue Devils.

Courtney Weisse and Jenna Sharkey
scored twice apiece for the Blue
Devils. Nicole Kleiman scored six of
the Cougars’ eight goals, while Erica
Faraone and Rebecca Roman each
netted one goal.

April 7, 2011: Muddy conditions
shortened a seven-inning game into a
six-inning game that the Governor
Livingston High School softball team
won, 8-3, over the Cranford Lady
Cougars at Adams Field in Cranford.

Cougar Brianna Capece went 2-for-3
with a run scored and an RBI, Allie
Verrilli had an RBI single, Kathleen
French singled and scored once, and
Sara LoBue, pinch running for Melissa
Moreno, scored once.

GL’s Stephanie Cataldo went 3-
for-4, with a triple and an RBI single,
while scoring once. Paige Murphy
singled twice, scored once and added
an RBI. Bari Grossman had three
singles, an RBI and a run scored.
Jenna Kulback had a pair of RBI
singles and scored twice, and Emily
Beisser had a pair of singles and scored
once.

April 7, 2011: Déja vu all over
again! In some respects!

Eric Gargiulo drilled a liner down
the leftfield line to bring home Ryan
Williamson with the tying run and
Eric Walano with the winning run in
the bottom of the ninth inning to give
the No. 11 Cranford High School
baseball team a 6-5 victory over
Westfield at Memorial Field in
Cranford.

Tim Younger led the Blue Devils
with two doubles, two RBI and a run
scored. AJ Murray (RBI) and Brett
Ryan each had two singles and scored
once. James O’Rourke and Matt
Varakian each singled. Cougar

Williamson went 4-for-4 with three
doubles, two runs scored and an RBI.
Andrew DiFrancesco (2 doubles) and
Mark Osofsky (RBI) also proved to
be two tough Cougars at the plate,

each with three hits.
April 9, 2011: The 5-1 Blue Devil

baseball team pulled off a huge come-
from-behind, 12-8, victory over 4-1,
No. 17 Monroe at the Autism
Awareness Challenge at Williams Field
in Elizabeth. Trailing 8-3, AJ Murray
blasted a two-run homer as the Blue
Devils scored four runs in the fifth
inning. Then in the sixth, Will Riggs
ripped a two-run triple, and Tim
Younger drilled a two-run double as
the Blue Devils plated five more runs

April 7, 2010: All good things must

come to pass! Westfield High School
Athletic Director Ed Tranchina
officially announced his retirement in
a letter dated April 7 to be effective
June 30. In his 25 years of service at
Westfield, he has served with dignity
and class.

April 7, 2010: Missed opportunities
in the third and fourth innings by the
hosting Blue Devil baseball team
coupled with a gained opportunity by
Morristown, ranked No. 2 by The Star-
Ledger, yielded the visiting Colonials
a 5-3 victory. Blue Devil Danny Kerr
had a double and two RBI and AJ
Murray had a single and an RBI.

April 8, 2010: “Joe, Joe Di Mag gi
o” was a song chanted by New York
Yankee fans in the 1940s. Raider
baseball fans may be chanting
something similar in the name of “Joe,
Joe D’ Nun zi o” in this spring of 2010.

Senior leadoff hitter Joe D’Annunzio
broke a tight game wide open with a
three-run home run in the top of the
fourth inning that eventually led to a
17-5, six-inning Raider bombardment
of the Elizabeth Minutemen at Williams
Field in Elizabeth. D’Annunzio
finished 3-for-4, including a double
and a walk, while scoring four times
and stealing a base.

The 12th-ranked Raiders totaled

13 hits and rattled the three Minutemen
pitchers into yielding nine walks,
while hitting two batters. Mike Ridge
(2 runs scored) and John Maxwell (3
runs, double) both went 3-for-4,
walked, scored three times and stole a
base. Gary Binkiewicz rapped a pair
of doubles, had two RBI and scored
twice, and Ricky Shevlin singled,
walked three times, scored a run and
had an RBI. Lou Mazzella gave the
Raiders an immediate, 3-1 lead with a
three-run homer over the leftfield
fence in the second inning.

April 8, 2010: Versatility in its
attack and total dominance across the
board earned the Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team a 14-4
triumph over the New Providence
Pioneers in New Providence.
Midfielder Connor Hewett and
attackers John Bohlinger, James
Lisooey, Sam Rosenburgh and Paul
Devita each fired in two goals.

April 8, 2010: The Union County
Rugby Football Club (UCRFC) high
school and youth teams rang up four
wins in five matches on Rugby Day at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

The UCRFC U19 boys A-side
rebounded from their loss to Xavier
with a comprehensive league win over
New York Rugby Club (NYRC) U19
boys, 63-7.

The “As” scored within the first
minute of the match when Pete Ondi
ran 50 meters for a try that Jorge
Cuisana converted. Ondi added two
more ties and Cuisana added another
conversion. Pete’s older brother, Joe,
scored a hat trick to match his brother.
Joe Brady, Billy Hedley, Conner
Londregan, Greg Mika and Jon Brucia
scored solo tries. Brucia also added
two conversions.

April 2, 2008: Former professional
baseball player “Wee Willie” Keeler,
who played for the New York High-
landers around the turn of the 20th
Century made the comment, “Keep your
eye clear and hit ‘em where they ain’t.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School softball team took that advice
to score five runs on five hits and five
steals in the fifth inning to overcome
visiting Villa Walsh Academy of
Morristown, 6-3, on April 2.

That five-run spark began with the

metal bat of Raider third baseman
Saxony Nielsen, who plopped an in-

field single just out of the reach of the
first baseman and second baseman,
and it ended with a blazing RBI double
from second baseman Stephanie
Goines. Nielsen, who did score in the
fifth, also had a triple in the second
inning and Goines also had an RBI
triple in the first.

April 2, 2008: Emily Tebbetts, the
junior designated hitter, was the main
attraction when she tripled in the ty-
ing run and scored on a throwing error
to give the Westfield High School
softball team a 2-1 victory over

Immaculata in the season opener in
Westfield on April 2.

Junior right-hand pitcher Cyndil
Matthew, last year’s Union County
Softball Player of the Year, scattered
six hits, sat down 10 batters and walked
one. Spartan pitcher Kaitlyn Piazzolla
allowed one lone hit and finished with
14 strikeouts and three walks.

April 3, 2008: Senior Co-Captain
Dan Liebowitz shot a two-over par 38
in the front nine at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield to lead the 3-0
Westfield High School golf team to a
156-229 victory over St. Benedict’s
Prep on April 3. Liebowitz had an
eagle two on the short but dangerous
par four, 247-yard second hole. He
drove the elevated green and made
the putt. His teammates also turned in
fine scores. Pat Clancy and Mike
Fietkowicz each came in at 39 and
Co-Captain Nick LiVolsi shot a 40.

April 4, 2008: Offensive firepower
paid off as the Westfield High School
girls lacrosse team got scores from
five different players to crunch Clifton,
11-4 in Westfield on April 4.

Senior Lauren Brunhofer led the 1-
1 Blue Devils with five goals, while
seniors Claire Bennett and Valerie
Hoffman got into the action with two
goals each. Not to be left out of the

equation, seniors Katherine Frega and
Elizabeth McCarthy each hit pay dirt

once. Blue Devil goalie Michelle
Zaffuto proved confident and solid in
the cage and contributed four saves.
The Blue Devils took 30 shots on goal
and Clifton keeper Adriane Daley
made 15 saves. Ally Barnes and
Georgette Mbayed led Clifton with
two goals each.

April 7, 2008: Junior fireballer
Chris Jenkins got an opportunity to
work on his pitches and he did quite
well by fanning 10 batters in four
innings on the mound in Westfield’s
16-2, five-inning blitz of the visiting

Plainfield baseball team on April 7.
His mastery on the mound allowed
every Blue Devil get into the act of-
fensively in the 14-hit bombardment.

Before all the players got into the
act, the Blue Devils plated two runs
in the first and eight more in the
second. Justin Olsen contributed an
RBI single and an RBI sacrifice fly.
Mike Melillo (2-for-3, 2 runs scored)
drilled a two-run single to spark the
second inning and Matt Loughlin
singled, scored twice and had an RBI
in the inning. Evan Einstein had a
pair of singles and two runs scored in
the two innings.

Mike Cappiello (2-for-2, 2 runs
scored) sparked the five-run third with
a two-run single. Freshman AJ Murray
(2 RBI) had an RBI sac fly, Mike
Mosier rapped an RBI double, Mark
Melino singled and Ryan Brand
punched an RBI single. Evan Shapiro,
who walked in the inning, finished 2-
for-3 with three runs scored. Jesse
Embry lined an RBI double in the
fourth. Mike Lanno walked twice and
scored twice in the game and Matt
Isabella scored once.

Murray Crew - A Family Affair
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

senior, is also a two-time All State
soccer player and two-time Union
County Conference “Player of the
Year”. Maggie should be playing club
soccer for Player Development
Academy but the season has been
canceled because of Covid-19.
Maggie will be playing Division I
soccer at Texas A & M Corpus Christi
in the Fall where she hopes to start as
a freshman.

“Typically I would have club prac-
tice and games now but with that can-
celed, I’m making best of the situation
and training with my brothers,” said
Maggie, who added, “I know playing
D1 soccer is going to be a big jump
from high school, so I’m doing my best
to be physically prepared for it.”

Colin, a sophomore at Cranford, is
just coming of a strong wrestling season
where he was NJSIAA State Qualifier,
District Champion and First Team All
Conference. Colin had planned on wres-
tling at Sophomore Nationals at Vir-
ginia Beach and MAWA tournaments
but they too have been canceled.

Typically in the off-season, Colin
would be at Apex Wrestling Club
training but they are also closed, so he
finds himself at home training and
focusing on getting on the podium
next season in Atlantic City.

“I’m more fortunate then most be-
cause I have Gavin under the same roof
to train me. Gavin knows what it takes
to medal at states, so he has been a big

help in elevating my game,” he said.
Before Colin hits the mats next

season. he will hit the gridiron first
where he hopes to be the starter on the
high school football team.

Logan is a fourth grader at Orange
Avenue School who plays football
and was also the staring 63 pounder
on the Cranford PAL Wrestling team
that went 15-0 and won the Central
Jersey Youth Wrestling League Cham-
pionship this season. Logan has
jumped in on the action to work out
with his brothers.

“It has been fun to spend time with
my brothers and sister,” he com-
mented.

Their father Kevin Murray, who
has been involved with the Cranford
PAL Wrestling for 18 years said, “It is
an awful time in our country right now
but I’m glad to see my kids making
the best of their time to improve their
skills and hopefully achieve their
goals. Cranford is a great community
and my kids have been fortunate
enough to have had a great coach to
teach them the value of hard work.”

GETTING IT DONE...Gavin Murray with sledgehammer on shoulder, acts as
taskmaster to make sure Maggie completes her tire flipping routine.

David B. Corbin (April 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT A TRY…A Union County Rugby Football Club U19 girls player
attempts to score a try against the New York Rugby Club girls on Rugby Day at
Kehler Stadium (April 8, 2010).

Fred Lecomte (April 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON AN ATTACK AGAINST THE PIONEERS…Blue Devils Zach
Helfand, No. 4, and James Lisooey, No. 33, pressured the New Providence goal all
afternoon. Lisooey scored two goals and Helfand had an assist (April 8, 2010).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING A COUGAR IN CHECK…Blue Devil midfielder Rebecca Kraus, No.
21, chases Cougar Morgan Mason, No. 9, down the sideline. Westfield defeated
Cranford, 15-8 (April 6, 2011).

David B. Corbin (April 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TERROR ON THE BASES, TERROR AT THE PLATE…Raider Joe D’Annunzio
dives safely back to first base. D’Annunzio, who stole a base, blasted a three-run homer,
doubled, singled, walked and scored four times against Elizabeth on April 8, 2010.

Thank You for Your Support:
goleader.com/form/subscribe

Get in on the Action!
There is no time better than the

present to send in your stories about
how you have changed your training

routines due to the Lost Spring.
e-mail Dave Corbin with stories

at dcorbin@goleader.com
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

2020 MUNICIPAL BUDGET
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD, COUNTY OF UNION

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2020

Revenue and Appropriation Summaries
SUMMARY OF REVENUES - CURRENT FUND ANTICIPATED

2020 2019
1.  Surplus 650,000.00 625,000.00
2.  Total Miscellaneous Revenues 1,302,881.32 1,299,122.77
3.  Receipts from Delinquent Taxes 140,000.00 150,000.00
4.  Minimum Library Tax 239,090.80 243,872.49
5.  Local Tax for Municipal Purposes 6,321,245.82 6,060,232.63
                                 Total General Revenues 8,653,217.94 8,378,227.89

FINAL
SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS - CURRENT FUND 2020 BUDGET 2019 BUDGET
1. Operating Expenses: Salaries & Wages 3,171,025.00 3,071,757.00

Other Expenses 3,654,876.94 3,633,833.89
2.  Deferred Charges & Other Appropriations 854,998.00 829,710.00
3.  Capital Improvements 115,000.00 30,000.00
4.  Debt Service 457,318.00 412,927.00
5. Judgments
6.  Reserve for Uncollected Taxes 400,000.00 400,000.00
                                 Total General Appropriations 8,653,217.94 8,378,227.89
Total Number of Employees - Full & Part Time 76 76

BALANCE OF OUTSTANDING DEBT
GENERAL

Bond, Loan  & Note Principal 5,846,625.00
Bond, Loan & Note Interest 108,600.00
Outstanding Balance 5,955,225.00

Notice is hereby given that the budget and tax resolution was approved by the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, County of Union at their regular meeting held on March 26, 2020.

A hearing on the budget and tax resolution may be held at the Municipal Building on April 23 ,2020, or by
telephone conference at 7:15 o’clock ( PM ) at which time and place objections to the Budget and Tax
Resolution for the year 2020 may be presented by taxpayers or other interested persons.  Notice of
telephone conference information will be posted on www.garwood.org and GarwoodBorough Facebook
Page.

Copies of the detailed budget are available in the vestibule of the the Municipal Building, 403 South
Avenue, Garwood, New Jersey 07207, anytime.  (908) 789-0710

The budget can be requested by emailing C-Ariemma@garwood.org or online at www.garwood.org.
Or requested by USPS mail by writing to C. Ariemma, Borough of Garwood, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,

New Jersey 07027.
1 T - 04/09/19, The Leader Fee: $137.70

UN TOUR...Members of the 10th- and 11th-grade Global Scholars Program at the Wardlaw + Hartridge School visited
the United Nations in New York City on March 9. During a guided tour, they learned about the history of the UN, viewed
the various assembly rooms and learned about the three pillars of the UN mission: peace and security, human rights and
development. Students also viewed exhibits on gender equality, prejudice and racism, violence against girls and women,
plus a look back on Hiroshima and Nagasaki 75 years later. They also were treated to a special talk by Houry Geudelekian,
chair of the NGO CSW (Commission on the Status of Women), who discussed her work on gender equality. This was
arranged by her colleague Pamela Morgan, grandmother of Wardlaw + Hartridge students Taliyah Williams, ’21, and
Farrah Williams, ’28. Ms. Morgan serves on the Executive Committee for the NGO CSW.

Trinity Episcopal Church
Presents Services Online

CRANFORD — In response to
the need for “social distancing” to
slow the spread of the Coronavirus,
the Trinity Episcopal Church in
Cranford has moved all of its
services online, effective March 15
and continuing until further notice.

“In this time of isolation and
anxiety, it is critical for people to
experience prayerful community
albeit in an online format,” said the
Reverend Andy Kruger, Trinity’s
rector. “We invite everyone to join
us online for services in these very
trying times.”

All of Trinity’s services can be

accessed through Zoom. The
instructions can be found on
Trinity’s website,
trinitycranford.org.

Trinity’s regular weekly service
schedule is as follows:

Sundays: 8 a.m. Rite I Service of
the Word with Spiritual Communion
and 10 a.m. Rite II Service of the
Word with Spiritual Communion.

Tuesday through Friday: 8:30
a.m. Morning Prayer and 5 p.m.
Evening Prayer.

Thursday Evening: 8 p.m.
Compline.

The Trinity Episcopal Church,
founded in 1872, is a faith-based
family that welcomes all people
and strives to “know Christ and to
make the Lord known through faith,
fellowship, and service.”

– Obituaries –Ruth Stilwell, 90, Was Former
Longtime Resident of Westfield

Ruth Stilwell

Ruth Hasfurther Stilwell, 90,
passed away peacefully on Sunday,
March 22, 2020, in
Easton, Md. She and her
husband had lived in
Westfield for nearly 30
years and she was a
parishioner at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic
Church.

Ruth was born on
July 22, 1929, in
Spokane, Wash., where
she attended Holy
Names Academy. She
was an accomplished
pianist who studied
music at Smith College
and in her later years
received graduate degrees in social
work and counseling.

Ruth was preceded in death by
her husband of 54 years, Bill
Stilwell, and her loving sister, Jane

Harvey. She is survived by her son,
Jack Stilwell of Las Vegas, Nev.;

daughters, Cindy
Mansueto of Cedar
Knolls, N.J., and Sue
Tyng of Grasonville,
Md., along with seven
grandchildren and six
great-grandchildren.

Ruth loved life and was
especially fond of her
times with family and
friends at the lakes and
beaches which she
frequented over the years.

We would like to thank
the staff of Bayleigh
Chase in Easton for their
compassionate care. In

lieu of flowers, memorial donations
are suggested to a medical charity of
your choice. For condolences, visit
boldentilghman.com.

April 9, 2020

Bridges Continues Runs;
Anticipates NYC Return

SUMMIT — The staff of Bridges
Outreach is continuing their runs
to Newark and Irvington. They also
are working with the City of Newark
Health Department and their street
outreach seven days a week to
ensure that all unsheltered residents
are connected with, sheltered, and
directed to services. Bridges hopes
to return to Manhattan very soon.

The June 1, 2020 to June 30, 2021
Run/Lunches and Soup Maker
calendars are available now on the
Bridges website, bridgesoutreach.org.

Those who have done a previous
run will receive an email invitation
and link through Sign Up Genius.
The calendar  a lso  wi l l  be
accessible on Bridges’ website.

Persons who wish to sign up for a
run but have not registered their
group with Bridges are asked to
send an email with their name and
their group name to Rob Kowalski,
operations manager,  at

volunteer@bridgesoutreach.org.
People cannot sign up without
registering with Bridges.

All run volunteers must be at
least high-school age, even with a
parent /chaperone.  For  more
information about Bridges, visit
bridgesoutreach.org.

Brooke Schaeffer

Brooke Schaeffer to Share
Libraries Research Prize

WESTFIELD — Brooke Schaeffer,
a member of the Class of 2020 at
Lehigh University in Bethlehem, Pa.,
will share the Libraries Student
Research Prize for 2020
with fellow Lehigh
undergraduate Rebecca
Luttinen.

Sponsored by Library
and Technology Services
and the Friends of the
Lehigh Libraries, the prize
recognizes excellence in
undergraduate scholarship
and the use of library and
research resources.

Ms. Schaeffer completed
a paper entitled “Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder: A Reflection of
Increased Medicalization in America?”
to fulfill requirements for Biological
Sciences 297, Neuroethics: Critical
Analysis of Brain Research, with
Professor Ann Fink.

Ms. Schaeffer’s paper on ADHD
“reflects on how the commercial
interests of medicine and pharmacy
can create ethical conflicts in the
diagnosis and treatment of
patients,” according to a release
published online at lehigh.edu.

Professor Fink noted in the release
that Ms. Schaeffer’s essay “surpasses
standards for undergraduate writing,”
and she highlighted Ms. Schaeffer’s
“talent for diving deep into literature
and integrating divergent
perspectives into her argument.

“Her use of the Libraries’ databases
and her commitment to literature-
based research is remarkable,”
Professor Fink commented.

Ms. Schaeffer,
originally from
Westfield, will graduate
with a degree in biology
and a minor in
psychology. As cited in
the Lehigh University
release, she also is an
accomplished sprint and
middle distance runner
for Lehigh’s Track and
Field team. Ms. Schaeffer
serves on the Center for
Ethics Student Advisory
Committee and
volunteers as an EMT at

the Garwood First Aid Squad in New
Jersey. She plans to pursue a career in
medicine and medical writing.

Ms. Luttinen, a native of
Bloomfield Hills, Mich., and also a
member of the Class of 2020 at
Lehigh University, did her paper on
“Fertility and the Availability of
Contraception in Bududa, Uganda.”

Both women will receive $500 and
a certificate of recognition, and their
papers will become part of the Lehigh
Libraries digital archive, Lehigh
Preserve (preserve.lehigh.edu/
library-research-prize.

Awards were scheduled to be
presented at the 2020 Symposium
on Teaching and Learning at Lehigh
University on April 16.

Trinity to Continue
Holy Week Events

CRANFORD — The Trinity
Episcopal Church of Cranford will
continue its Holy Week observances
online this week. Services and related
commemorations will take place today,
April 9, for Maundy Thursday; Friday,
April 10, for Good Friday; Saturday,
April 11, and Easter Sunday, April 12.
For further information, call (908) 276-
4047 or visit trinitycranford.org.
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Maxine E. Judd, 91,
Longtime Resident of Westfield

Maxine Epstine Judd, 91, of
Westfield, N.J., died on Saturday,
March 21, 2020. The devoted
daughter of the late Goldie and
Samuel Epstine, she was born in
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. Her loving
husband of 65 years, Harold Judd,
predeceased her. Maxine was the
beloved mother of Martin Judd
(Christine Yovnello) of Red Bank,
Amy Judd (the late William Paly,
MD) of Marblehead, Mass., and
Samuel Judd (Renee Migdal) of
Stamford, Conn. She adored her
grandchildren, Jonathan (Victoria)
and Benjamin Paly, and Adam
(Heather), Daniel and Elizabeth
Judd. She was the ecstatic great-
grandmother of Jacob Paly.

Maxine earned a degree in
journalism from Pennsylvania State
University and was a lifelong
Nittany Lions fan. For several

decades she worked for Jewish
organizations and supported many
Jewish and community causes. She
was a long-time member of Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield. In addition
to her number one priority, which
was her extended family, her
passions spanned the New York
Yankees, fishing, the stock market
and any news from the Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton community.

Maxine’s friends and family
cherished her selfless devotion to
them, and could count on her to
reach out to them regularly. A
resourceful, independent woman
with a sharp mind and memory to
match, Maxine lived in her home
of sixty years until her death.

A private burial  was held
Tuesday, March 24, at the Beth
Israel Cemetery in Woodbridge.

April 9, 2020

John Elder Cohoon, 96, Navy Veteran;
Loving Husband, Father, Grandfather

John E. Cohoon

John Elder Cohoon was born
October 24, 1923 in Easthampton,
Mass., to Foster L. Cohoon and Helen
B. Elder, and passed away on
Thursday, April 2, 2020. His
achievements started early when he
attended the first
National Boy Scout
Jamboree in
Washington, DC, in
1937 and succeeded in
attaining the milestone
of Eagle Scout. He
graduated from Franklin
High School in 1941 and
went on to graduate as
valedictorian of the first
graduating class of Dean
Junior College [now
Dean College]. From
there John attended the
United States Naval
Academy. He graduated in June 1946
as a member of the Class of 1947
with a degree in Engineering.

After graduating from the Naval
Academy, John joined the fleet and
married Chloe Knight Ryer in 1946.
While in the Navy he served as an
officer aboard the battleship USS
Wyoming and the heavy cruiser USS
Salem, participating in her
commissioning cruise in 1949. He
always said the USS Salem was a
beautiful ship. After his tour on Salem
he was assigned to the aircraft carrier
USS Coral Sea. He left the active Navy
in 1951, joining the Naval Reserves.
He was called back to active status in
1952 at the time of the Korean War and
served in the submarine service on the
submarine USS Clamagore out of New
London, Conn., and Key West, Fla. He
thought of himself as a Navy man and
Submariner in particular. During his
Navy career John and Chloe lived in
Virginia Beach, Va., Norfolk, Va.,
Charleston, S.C., Brookline, Mass.,
and Key West, Fla. In 1983 John retired
from the Navy after 27 years of service.

After his first Navy tour John joined
Brooklyn Union Gas Co., working in
the Distribution section throughout
Brooklyn. He was Superintendent in
charge of the laying of the first natural

gas pipeline across the Narrows to
Staten Island in the late 1950s, at the
time the longest underwater gas line
in the world; other significant projects
included the pipelines for the
expansion of Idlewild Airport and the

Liquid Natural Gas
Storage Tanks in
Greenpoint in the 1960s.
He retired as a Vice-
President in 1983.

John, Chloe and their
family moved to
Westbury, Long Island, in
1954, where they lived
for over 20 years before
moving to Westfield, N.J.,
in the mid-1970s. John
enjoyed his summer
vacations as he and his
family would head north
to Indian Lake, N.Y. They

became part of the small White Birches
Community, enjoying everyone’s
company and fishing the many
Adirondack ponds. Those were some
of his most important memories.
During his retirement he also took up
watercolor painting, studying with
well-known New Jersey landscape
artist Betty Stroppel, and built furniture
in his wood-working workshop. John
and Chloe moved to Lakewood, N.J.,
in 2005. John was a resident of
Harrogate Retirement Community,
Lakewood, at the time of his death.

John was a member of the Society
of Mayflower Descendants and of
American Legion Post 1392 in Indian
Lake, N.Y. He is survived by Chloe,
his wife of over 73 years; his daughter,
Dana Cohoon; his son and daughter-
in-law, John E. Cohoon, Jr. and
Barbara Cohoon; his grandson,
Andrew J. Cohoon, and his grandson
and granddaughter-in-law, Marshall
T. Cohoon and Teresa Cohoon. He
was predeceased by his brother, Foster
A. Cohoon. His burial will be at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.
Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Directors of Westfield. Please go to
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
condolences.

April 9, 2020

A FAITH COMMUNITY...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford, in re-
sponse to current restrictions regarding public gatherings, has moved its worship
services online. All of Trinity’s services may be accessed through Zoom. The
instructions are available on the church’s website, trinitycranford.org.

Button Soc. Cancels Show;
September Event Still Set

Annie Frazier

AREA — For the safety of its
members and the general public, the
New Jersey State Button Society
(NJSBS) has decided to
cancel its Spring 2020
show that was set for
Saturday, May 9, due to
the coronavirus outbreak.
The show was to have
taken place at the Union
Fire Company, located at
1396 River Road,
Titusville.

The NJSBS’ Fall 2020
show, scheduled for
Saturday, September 12,
will continue as planned.
It will be held from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., also at the Union
Fire Company. The organization will
announce the competition schedule
on Facebook and its webpage, and
NJSBS members will receive their
spring bulletin.

The show theme this year is “Shell
Buttons — Treasures from the Sea.”
During the September 12 event,
Annie Frazier — past president of
the National Button Society — will
present a lecture entitled “Treasures

from the Sea.” NJSBS shows attract
antique enthusiasts,  quilters,
crafters, re-enactors and those

seeking special buttons to
wear.

NJSBS members and
friends are asked to send
their  emai l  address ,
telephone number and
address  to
buttonsinnewjersey@gmail.com.
The organization will not
publish them, but needs
them to be able to reach
individuals in times like
these.

Dealers who come to
NJSBS shows are welcome
to message the organization

on Facebook or email links to their
websites or Facebook pages. The
NJSBS will share them on its
Facebook page.

The NJSBS was founded in
1941, when a nationwide interest
in button collecting was surging.
Members study, collect and enjoy
garment buttons from the present
and centuries past.

For information, contact Barbara
Fox at (609) 759-4804 or
buttonsinnewjersey@gmail.com, or
visit newjerseystatebuttonsociety.com.
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LONDON VISIT...Two Scotch Plains residents were among students from
Cedar Crest College who recently traveled to London as part of the Carmen
Twillie Ambar Sophomore Expedition, a study-abroad program available
through the school.

Township Residents Among
Study-Abroad Participants

ALLENTOWN, Pa. — Dozens
of Cedar Crest College students
recently traveled to London,
England, as part of the Carmen
Twill ie Ambar Sophomore
Expedition. Among the participants
were Mackenzie Inacker and Maya
Narasimhan, both of Scotch Plains.

The Sophomore Expedition is a
guaranteed study-abroad program.
In the spring semester of their
sophomore year,  s tudents
participate in a series of classes to
prepare them for the trip. They
then spend eight to 10 days
traveling as a class to an
international destination, where
they participate in a number of
service activities. This year they
traveled to London from February
29 to March 7.

 The Sophomore Expedition is
part of Cedar Crest nEXt — an
initiative that helps to prepare

students for life after college.
Located in Allentown, Pa., Cedar

Crest College was selected as a
“Top Regional College” and a
“Best Value” in U.S. News & World
Report’s Best Colleges rankings
from 2012 to 2019 and a “Best
College for Veterans” in 2015,
2016, 2018 and 2019.

In addition, the college was
recognized as a 2018-2019 College
of Distinction, and the School of
Adult and Graduate Education was
ranked a Top 25 school for non-
traditional students by Best College
Reviews in 2017.

Cedar Crest was ranked by
College Choice as the number 12
best women’s college in 2016.
Founded in 1867, Cedar Crest
currently enrolls approximately
1,700 students — full-time, part-
time and graduate — in more than
50 fields of study.

Paul Duncan

Paul Duncan Prepares To
Become Franklin Principal

WESTFIELD — At its public
meeting on March 24, which was
held remotely due to COVID-19
restrictions, the Westfield Board of
Education unanimously approved the
appointment of Paul Duncan, Ed.D.,
as principal of Franklin Elementary
School, effective Wednesday, July 1,
2020. Currently, Mr.
Duncan is assistant
principal of Franklin, a
position he has held
since August 2017.

“I became an educator
to make a difference in
the world. Working at
Franklin has allowed me
to impact the daily lives
of children and their
families, while also
helping them to build a
better future,” said Mr.
Duncan. “I pride myself
on the relationships we
forge while working
together as a community.
Each interaction is a chance to commit
to our collective efforts and create a
stronger community for our students
to learn and grow.”

Mr. Duncan will succeed Principal
Eileen Cambria, Ed.D., who is retiring
as of Tuesday, June 30, after 25 years
in the Westfield Public School
District, 13 of those years as principal
at Franklin.

Mr. Duncan came to Westfield from
the Warren Township School District,
where he served as a summer school
assistant principal and supervisor in
2017 and as a fourth- and fifth-grade
teacher from September 2005 through
June 2017. His journey in education
began in 2000 teaching fourth grade
in Chicago, followed by two years in
Philadelphia elementary schools, also
as a fourth-grade teacher.

“Dr. Duncan brings nearly 20 years
of superb educational knowledge to
the role of principal at Franklin School.
And, as Franklin’s assistant principal,
he knows the school well,” said
Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D.
“Dr. Duncan emerged as the clear
choice during the search committee’s
deliberations. I am certain that he will
build on his successes as assistant
principal to continue Franklin’s
tradition of excellence.”

During his time in Westfield, Mr.
Duncan helped to devise the
Standards-Based Report Card, served
as school testing coordinator, and
collaborated with the school
counselor, teachers, parents, Child

Study Team members and other key
staff to tailor academic and behavioral
supports to improve outcomes for at-
risk students. He currently serves on
the district’s Social and Emotional
Learning (SEL) Task Force and has
been instrumental in pushing SEL
initiatives to the forefront at Franklin.

“I feel fortunate that
we will be building on
a tradition of success.
Franklin is already a
special place. I’m
excited about all that
we are working on with
social and emotional
learning,” Mr. Duncan
said. “When combined
with the rigor of our
academic program, I
feel that we are setting
our students up for
success in life. I’m
looking forward to
keeping that success
going and adapting to

the needs of our students.”
Mr. Duncan earned his doctorate in

Education Leadership in 2015 at
Rutgers University, writing his
dissertation on A Program Evaluation
for Technology Innovations. He earned
a master’s degree in administration
and supervision of education at Rutgers
in 2010, preceded by a master’s in
instructional leadership in 1999 at the
University of Illinois at Chicago. He
graduated from the University of
Pennsylvania in 1994 with a Bachelor
of Arts in American Civilization.

In addition to Superintendent Dolan
and Human Resources Specialist
Barbara Ball, the interview committee
for the Franklin School principal
position included a district principal
and a supervisor, a Franklin teacher, a
board of education member and a co-
president of the Franklin PTO. Prior
to the interviews, the process also
included input from various Franklin
stakeholders to collect their thoughts
on the skills and attributes necessary
for the position.

“Education is always about the
students, their successes, and the
teamwork that helps them to be
successful,” Mr. Duncan said. “When
we work together to help a child, or to
help the school in general, I really
feel we are making a difference in the
world. We can help make our students’
lives better, help them reach their
potential, and help them build their
futures. I feel like we do a little bit of
that at Franklin every day.”

Greta’s Run For Imagine
Going Virtual This Spring

WESTFIELD AREA — Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss is dedicated
to supporting people during the toughest
times in their lives, and currently is
helping fellow members of the
community to cope with the devastating
toll of the COVID-19 outbreak.

More than 2,000 children and adults
depend on Imagine, and hundreds
more look forward to Greta’s Run
every spring. The need for grief
support and community does not stop,
so neither can Imagine. Greta’s Run
for Imagine is going virtual this year.

Imagine recently announced that it
would be the new home and
beneficiary of Greta’s Run, a 5k
founded in memory of Greta
Schoenemann, a Westfield High
School freshman who died from
injuries sustained when a tree branch
fell on her and her classmates during
lunch.

“Together, we will raise the money
we need to continue providing free,
life-saving grief support, education
and training,” said Imagine’s founder,
Mary Robinson, who was recently
named a CNN Hero.

Members of the community have
an opportunity through Greta’s Run
to help Imagine ensure that no child
grieves alone. They can set up a
Greta’s Run for Imagine page, donate
and encourage their friends to give,
then join the virtual event in one or
more of the following ways:

Run, Walk, Roll: participate
individually anytime, anywhere, in
your Greta’s Run shirt the week
leading up to Sunday, May 17.

Share Your Story: post about the
person/people you are participating

in memory of to social media, using
#GretasRun.

Color A Dragonfly: Visit https://
www.imaginenj.org/assets/uploads/
GRETAS RUN for IMAGINE.pdf,
then place it in your window and post
a photo on social media to show your
support.

Details about prizes for top
fundraisers and social media posts,
and shirt pickup/drop-off, will be
announced shortly. Interested persons
are encouraged to follow Imagine on
Facebook and Instagram for updates.
To register, sponsor, donate and learn
more, visit imaginenj.org/gretasrun.

Imagine is committed to continue
providing its free #grief support
services during this uncertain time.
Anyone in need is asked to contact
Imagine at info@imaginenj.org or
(908) 264-3100.

Westfield Library Will
Not Charge Late Fees
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Memorial Library is advising patrons
not to worry about returning any
library books or other materials they
have at home. The library will not
charge any fines or late fees for any
materials. Once the library reopens,
ample time will be given for patrons
to bring things back.

Patrons also are asked to tell friends
and neighbors who may not be on
social media that they can keep all
their library materials until the library
reopens.

To visit the Westfield Memorial
Library’s Facebook page, access
facebook.com/wmlnj.

Jack Levy of Scotch Plains
Studies In New Zealand

SELINSGROVE, Pa. — Jack Levy
of Scotch Plains, a marketing major
in the Class of 2021 at Susquehanna
University, studied this spring in
Hamilton, New Zealand. He is a
graduate of Union Catholic Regional
High School in Scotch Plains.

Study away is an integral part of a
Susquehanna education. In addition
to optional study-away arrangements,
Susquehanna is distinguished by its
Global Opportunities (GO) program,
which requires all students to spend

at least two weeks off campus,
immersed in a culture different from
their own.

Currently, Susquehanna students
can choose from study-away
programs ranging from a few weeks
to as long as a full semester. They can
travel to Africa, Asia, Australia, South
America, Europe, New Orleans and
Washington, D.C., among other
options. For more information on
Susquehanna’s GO program, visit
susqu.edu/GO.

Scotch Plains Library Serves
Public Via Digital Branch

SCOTCH PLAINS — Although the
Scotch Plains Public Library building
is closed during the coronavirus
pandemic, the library’s digital branch
remains open for business. Working
from home, librarians continue to
curate digital collections, provide
online learning resources, offer virtual
programming, and provide information

services to residents.
The library provides residents with

access to multiple digital services
including downloadable ebooks,
audiobooks and magazines; streaming
videos and music; online language
learning; Creativebug craft tutorials;
and online access to the Star-Ledger.
The library’s Tutor.com subscription
provides residents with expanded
access to trained tutors to assist students
while home-schooling. Librarians are
using Facebook, YouTube and Zoom
to provide virtual programming in the
form of pre-recorded and live-streamed
story times, book talks, science lessons,
craft tutorials and book club meetings.

Scotch Plains residents without a
library card may request a temporary
card on the library website, which will
provide access to digital resources.
Patrons needing reading or resource
recommendations, support using the
library’s online resources, or who have
general information questions, should
contact the Adult Services or Youth
Services departments for specific help.

For more information on all of the
library’s digital branch services, visit
the library website, scotlib.org.

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.
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Westfield’s Julia Bieber Is
Initiated Into Phi Kappa Phi
BATON ROUGE, La. — Julia

Bieber of Westfield was recently
initiated into The Honor Society of
Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest and
most selective all-discipline collegiate
honor society, which has its national
headquarters in Baton Rouge, La. Ms.
Bieber was initiated at Ithaca College
in Ithaca, N.Y.

Ms. Bieber is among approximately
30,000 students, faculty, professional
staff and alumni to be initiated into Phi
Kappa Phi each year. Membership is
by invitation only and requires
nomination and approval by a chapter.
Only the top 10 percent of seniors and
7.5 percent of juniors are eligible for
membership. Graduate students in the
top 10 percent of the number of
candidates for graduate degrees also
may qualify, as do faculty, professional
staff and alumni who have achieved
scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897
under the leadership of undergraduate
student Marcus L. Urann, who had a
desire to create a different kind of

honor society: one that recognized
excellence in all academic disciplines.
Today, the Society has chapters on
more than 300 campuses in the United
States and the Philippines. Its mission
is “To recognize and promote academic
excellence in all fields of higher
education and to engage the community
of scholars in service to others.”

Since its founding, more than 1.5
million members have been initiated
into Phi Kappa Phi. Some of the
organization’s notable members
include former President Jimmy Carter,
NASA astronaut Wendy Lawrence,
novelist John Grisham and YouTube
co-founder Chad Hurley. Each year,
Phi Kappa Phi awards nearly $1 million
to outstanding students and members
through graduate and dissertation
fellowships, undergraduate study
abroad grants, funding for post-
baccalaureate development and grants
for local, national and international
literacy initiatives. For more
information about Phi Kappa Phi, visit
phikappaphi.org.

MAMMA MIA!...The Berry Performing Arts Center at The Wardlaw + Hartridge School in Edison was rocking last
month during this year’s spring musical – Mamma Mia! Kallie Schildge of Westfield starred as Donna Sheridan and
Krishna Patel of Piscataway played Sophie Sheridan in the musical, which included a series of catchy ABBA tunes.
Other leading roles were portrayed by Mayah Nissim of Scotch Plains, Simone Erachshaw of Iselin, Jason Kisare of
Bridgewater, John Papetti III of Elizabeth, Brian Machado of Scotch Plains and David Flatau-Jones of Scotch Plains.
The three-performance run attracted more than 200 patrons per show and had the audience singing and dancing.
Pictured, from left to right, are: David Flatau-Jones, Krishna Patel, Brian Machado, Mayah Nissim, Kallie Schildge,
Jason Kisare, Simone Erachshaw and John Papetti III.
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Bridges Outreach Switches
To Virtual Fundraiser

SUMMIT — After careful
consideration, Bridges Outreach has
decided to change the plans for its annual
fund-raising event. Bridgefest was
scheduled for the evening of Saturday,
May 2, on the rooftop of One Deforest.
The event was to feature food, signature
margaritas, tequila tastings, Mexican
beer, one-of-a-kind auction items, a Gucci
Pouch raffle and a rooftop view of
downtown Summit.

Because of the pandemic status
surrounding COVID-19, Bridgefest will
now be an online “virtual gala” with an
online auction launching May 2.

“While we are sad to have to change
our plans, the health and safety of our

supporters are of the utmost importance,”
said Richard Uniacke, Bridges Outreach
executive director, in a statement
regarding the change of plans.

Bridges remains committed to its
mission to end homelessness through
volunteer-driven outreach and individual
case management focusing on health,
housing and independence.

Some of the invitations to Bridgefest
were mailed before the decision to change
to a virtual event was made. Those who
received them are asked to disregard the
mailed invitation and to join the virtual
Bridgefest. For information about
participating in the virtual event, access
bridgesoutreach.org.

James Mezzo Makes
Emerson Dean’s List
BOSTON, Mass. — James Mezzo

of Mountainside recently was named
to the Emerson College Dean’s List
for the Fall 2019 semester. A member
of the Class of 2019, James majored
in Media Arts Production.

The requirement to make
Emerson’s Dean’s List is a grade point
average of 3.7 or higher.

Based in Boston, Emerson College
enrolls 3,780 undergraduates and 670
graduate students from across the
United States and 50 countries.

Fanwood Library Posts
Updates For Patrons
FANWOOD — The Fanwood

Memorial Library currently is closed
to the public until further notice.
However, its digital library of
resources is available 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. The library also
advises patrons of the following:

No overdue fees will be charged
for items due during the time the
library is closed. Due dates for items
due March 1 and later have been
changed to May 15. All holds also are
suspended until May 15.

Any notices received about items
being due soon or overdue should be
disregarded.

Holds should not be placed on any
print books at this time. Patrons are
invited to check the library’s e-book
and e-audiobook resources which
include many popular titles.

Borrowed items should be kept at
home until the library reopens.

If a library card expires during the
closure (or was previously expired)
and needs to be renewed, email the
library at library@fanwoodlibrary.org
to have the card updated.

A PIN should be the last four digits
of one’s phone number. If it is not
working, email the library to have it
changed.

Fanwood residents without a card
may email the library to obtain a
temporary card that will enable access
to all of its digital resources.

The library’s free high-speed Wi-
Fi network can be accessed from the
library parking lot at any time. The
library is located at 5 Forest Road.
For all library information, visit
fanwoodlibrary.org.

Cranford Library Continues
To Provide Online Options

CRANFORD — In order to help
contain the spread of the coronavirus
disease (COVID-19), the Cranford
Public Library currently is closed to
the public until further notice by order
of the New Jersey Governor’s Office.

The library’s Online Resources,
including Hoopla and eLibraryNJ,
will continue to remain available to
library users. They can be accessed
through the library’s website,
cranfordlibrary.org.

Categories available through the
Online Resources include Art; Biog-
raphy & Genealogy; Business; Ca-
reers, Jobs & Training; Children’s

Resources; Digital Content; Español/
Foreign Languages; General Refer-
ence; History/Social Studies; Lan-
guage Acquisition; Library Services;
Local History; Newspapers, and Sci-
ence.

Individuals also may access the
library’s website to subscribe to offi-
cial updates and announcements from
the Township of Cranford regarding
COVID-19.

Library patrons are asked not to
return borrowed items to the library
or leave them in the book drop at this
time. All late fees accrued during this
closure will be waived.
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Paper Mill to Cancel Rising Star Awards,
Hold Rising Star Honors Instead

Premiere Stages Introduces
The Power of the Pen

Local Theatrical Arts Have Hope
In the Time of COVID-19

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — With spring comes a
whole palette of arts offerings, but
with the statewide ban on large
gatherings due to the worldwide
COVID-19 pandemic, the arts
community was forced to shut down
their venues, cancel or postpone
shows, and like many other
organizations and business quickly
come up with Plan B. While the
theatrical arts plan for the future, they
are also finding ways to stay connected
to their supporters and keep the arts
alive in their homes while live theatre,
music and other entertainment is on
hold.

“Nothing replaces live theatre. We
are also being very cautious not to push
the main envelope,” said Brian Remo,
executive director of the Union County
Performing Arts Center (UCPAC) in
Rahway, with four performance spaces
(the UCPAC Main Stage, Hamilton
Stage at UCPAC, The Fazioli Room,
and the Loft at UCPAC). “There is
nothing more fearful to me than the
thought of virtual theatre being the only
theatre that there is,” he shared.

To continue its outreach to the arts
community, UCPAC uses social media
to keep followers engaged, “So we
don’t lose our connectivity and our
representation of who are in the
community and people don’t forget that
art exists because we are part of that
hope of what is to return,” Mr. Remo
said. UCPAC recently began a music
series via YouTube and Facebook called
“Our Hope At Home” that will feature
a local artist performing a musical
number right from their home every
Thursday at 6 p.m. It also is presenting
a donation-based daily “UnCancelled
Music Festival,” described on its
website as “a virtual concert experience
to help sustain the music industry during
this trying and unprecedented time.”

While UCPAC has postponed
performances, UCPAC has a lineup
starting in May and is announcing new
upcoming shows such as Little River
Band in November.

Cranford Dramatic Club (CDC)
Theatre in Cranford had big plans to
have its first staging of A Chorus Line
this May, but with the closures, rather
than cancel it altogether, CDC has
decided to make the musical its season
opener this fall. “We have done so
much work with A Chorus Line,
rehearsal-wise and financially, to cancel
it completely would be a waste,” Joe
Leo, president of CDC, said. “The board
agreed we can’t let this show go away.”

CDC has also canceled its junior
productions slated for June. High-
school kids were planning to perform in
Hair. Moana Jr. was planned for the
middle school kids. These shows would
have typically started rehearsing this
month.

“This is the biggest sacrifice so far,”
Mr. Leo said of canceling the junior
productions. “We may do the same
shows, but for next year.”

As far as CDC’s popular summer
kids’ theatre camps, those are still
planned to go on, and CDC is currently
keeping that alive and taking
reservations. Also, Godspell is planned
for the summer to give a stage to high
school and college-age actors. Auditions
will go up in June and rehearsals to start
in July or end of June.

Singers out there are invited to post a
video singing their favorite musical
song on CDC’s Instagram and
Facebook, under
#notthatcdcsongchallenge.

The longest continuously producing
theatre in the state is also lending a hand
to the Cranford middle-school
production of Grease, directed by
CDC’s vice-president of production
Becky Randazzo. Student actors were
preparing to stage it this spring. “If

things start to go back to normal by end
of May beginning of June, they are
welcome to use our theatre just to put on
even one or two performances of the
show. It’s a shame all that work and love
has to be put away for good...they should
have a chance to perform it,” Mr. Leo
said.

Westfield Community Players had
one more show on its plate this season,
Forever Plaid, and is canceled. It will
be rescheduled for next season.

Dreamcatcher Repertory Theatre in
Summit also moved its originally
planned spring play, the world premiere
of Ways to Be Happy, by David Lee
White, a New Jersey playwright, to the
fall.

A project Dreamcatcher is involved
with the New Jersey Theatre Alliance
Festival that was to take place March
through May is also canceled.

The professional theatre company
also had other new plays, improvs, and
readings they will reschedule, including
one in May at New Jersey Performing
Arts Center (NJPAC).

“Our actors are professionals...so it’s
rough. We have a couple people making
a living doing film and commercials.
So, everyone is pretty nervous because
there is no production,” Laura Ekstrand,
producing artistic director of
Dreamcatcher, said of the overall feeling
at this time when jobs are at a standstill.
Also, union actors only receive
insurance when they’re working, she
explained. “I think there is a lot of
anxiety about that,” she said.

A “Meet the Artist” play reading
series is still tentatively on for May 13
and 20. “I’m not giving up on it yet,”
Ms. Ekstrand said.

As of now, Dreamcatcher is still
planning for its tweens and teens three-
week camp program in July where
kids can write their own show and
perform.

“We are doing a virtual improv show,

LIGHTS OUT…For now, the theatres are dark. Local theatre operators share their future plans, and how they are
maintaining the arts in the homes of supporters. Pictured, above, are photos from past productions of, from left, CDC’s
Newsies, UCPAC’s Into the Woods, Dreamcatcher’s Be Here Now, Westfield Community Players’ The Runner Stumbles, and
Kean Premiere Stages’ Yasmina’s Necklace.

~Theatre, con’t.~

Union County Cancels Rec., Cultural Events
To Stop the Spread of COVID-19

AREA — Paper Mill Playhouse
(Mark S. Hoebee-Producing Artistic
Director, Michael Stotts-Managing
Director) has announced the cancelation
of the 2020 Rising Star Awards. Paper
Mill will instead host a virtual
celebration honoring the passion and
talent of New Jersey high-school
students, many of whom were unable to
perform their high-school musicals due
to the COVID-19 health crisis.

In response to the coronavirus
national emergency and statewide
school, business and institution
closures, dozens of New Jersey high
schools participating in the Paper Mill
Playhouse Rising Star Awards were
forced to cancel their spring musicals.
Of the 94 schools on the roster, over
two-thirds canceled their shows. In the
face of this, the theater has canceled
the awards program and ceremony,
which would have been the milestone
25th-annual gathering.

The Rising Star Awards will not go
on, but to acknowledge the passion
that New Jersey students have for
musical theater, Paper Mill will
present a virtual celebration of the
2020 participating schools with Rising
Star Honors presented by the Investors
Foundation, a montage of school
video submissions of the shows that
happened, or didn’t happen. Schools
will share highlights of their
performances, rehearsals or create
new performances by company

members. Rising Star Honors will
premiere on Monday, June 1, at 7
p.m. on Paper Mill Playhouse’s
Facebook page.

Joining us is our special host, Rising
Star winner, Broadway performer and
Olivier nominee, Jared Gertner, along
with Rising Star alumni from across the
nation. Since their inception in 1996, the
Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards
for Excellence in High School Musical
Theater have ignited the careers of many
notable performers, all of whom attended
high school in New Jersey. Many Paper
Mill Rising Star nominees and winners
are now working professionally and have
won esteemed industry awards while
working in theater and film. Along with
Mr. Gertner, early Paper Mill Rising Star
nominees and winners include Academy
Award-winner Anne Hathaway (Les
Misérables), Tony Award-winners Laura
Benanti (Gypsy) and Nikki M. James
(The Book of Mormon), Tony nominee
Rob McClure (Chaplin, Mrs. Doubtfire),
and Shanice Williams, star of NBC’s
The Wiz Live! Visit papermill.org for a
full list of notable alumni.

“We want the students of New Jersey
to know our hearts are with them and
we understand and acknowledge the
deep disappointment they feel,
especially the seniors,” commented
Paper Mill Playhouse’s Producing
Artistic Director Mark S. Hoebee. “In
the theater arts, the cast and crew of the
musical become a family, and the time

they spend together in rehearsals creates
a safe harbor for many kids, so we
understand how they may feel
incomplete right now. We want them to
know we are thinking of them and love
their passion. Each year for the past 25
years, the Paper Mill Playhouse Rising
Star Awards have raised the bar and
created opportunities for student
performers, musicians, and theater
technicians to be recognized for their
achievements. We can’t wait to return
next year.”

“Even though the current pandemic
has impacted the Rising Star Awards
program, it has not dampened students’
interest and enthusiasm for musical theater.
These student performers and theater
technicians have worked so hard and it is
wonderful to have the opportunity to
recognize their talent in a unique way,”
said Investors Bank Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer Kevin Cummings.
“Investors Bank is proud to be a part of
this program that acknowledges the
students and the high school theater
programs in which they participate.”

“The Rising Star Honors presentation
is a placeholder for the school
community while theater operation is
on hiatus,” Paper Mill Director of
Education Lisa Cooney explained.
“During this difficult moment, we want
to give the students an outlet to shine.
The passion that the students and
educators here in New Jersey have is
remarkable.”

COUNTY — As part of statewide
efforts to reduce social contacts and
stop the spread of COVID-19 in New
Jersey, certain previously scheduled
public recreation and cultural events
sponsored by Union County in April

and May have been canceled. The
canceled events are:

April 26, Wild Earth Fest; May 3,
Sensory Friendly Theatre “Bubble
Trouble;” May 3 and May 17,
Shakespeare in the Park; May 23,
Paint by the Pond; May 30, Rhythm
and Blues by the Brook

In addition, a previously scheduled
July 1 performance by the New Jersey
Symphony Orchestra at Echo Lake
Park has been canceled.

Union County parks remain open
only for individual use that conforms
to the six-foot standard for social
distance. To avoid spreading or
contracting COVID-19 in county
parks, visitors should avoid congested
areas and give way to others on trails

and pathways.
In accordance with statewide

COVID-19 guidelines, walking,
jogging, hiking, fishing (state fishing
license required for ages 17 through
69) and bicycling are among the
permitted activities. Individuals may
be accompanied by immediate family,
household members, caregivers, or
romantic partners.

No group activities are permitted in
Union County parks during the COVID-
19 outbreak. All picnic areas and
restrooms have been closed. Other
closures include playgrounds, dog parks
and golf courses. The Trailside Nature
and Science Center, the Warinanco
Sports Center, and Watchung Stables
are also closed to the public.

UNION — Premiere Stages, the
professional theatre company in
residence at Kean University, has
announced a new initiative–The
Premiere Senior Endeavor Awards--a
new playwriting competition for New
Jersey-based writers that offers cash
awards and benefits in three categories.
The project will be part of the 2020
Premiere Play Festival--Premiere
Stages’ acclaimed new play
development program that provides
readings, workshops and full
productions to regional playwrights as
part of each season.

The Premiere Senior Endeavor
Awards will offer unique opportunities
to seniors in three categories:

The High School Senior Endeavor
Award will provide $1,000 to a rising
senior who will be completing his/her/
their junior year of high school in May
or June of 2020. The winning student
will also receive a professional reading
of the play and a letter of
recommendation that can be used to
support fall college applications.

The College Senior Endeavor Award
will provide $1,000 to a Kean
University senior who is graduating
from Kean in May of 2020. The
winning college senior will also receive
a professional reading of the play and
will be extended the offer of a paid six-
month internship in the Premiere Stages
Literary Office.

The NJ Senior Endeavor Award will
provide $1,000 to a senior citizen who
currently resides in a New Jersey
residential community (assisted living
or independent living). Premiere Stages
will also provide a professional reading
of the play and a fully sponsored
Premiere Stages Legacy Residency for
those seniors who also reside in the
community where the winning writer
lives (once Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention guidelines for social
distancing have been fully lifted).
Legacy Residencies are part of the
Premiere Play Factory and provide
opportunities for seniors to partner with
professional playwrights to document,
share and celebrate their legacies with
their peers and families through a
showcase of their work as performed
by professional actors.

Accepted entries will be one-act plays
between 10 and 60 pages inspired by or

in response to the challenges of COVID-
19. Content can directly relate to issues
surrounding the virus, or may be more
abstractly related. Plays can be
autobiographical or can be completely
fictional; an application form will ask
two simple questions about the author’s
experiences. Submissions are limited
to writers in one of the above categories
who reside in New Jersey.

Premiere will accept submissions
June 1 through August 1, and the three
winners will be selected by September
1; any submissions received before or
after this submission window will not
be considered. All three winners will
receive developmental readings with a
professional cast, director and
dramaturg, between October 9 and
October 11, on the Kean University
campus. An additional six playwrights
(two in each category) will receive an
honorable mention certificate and an
honorarium of $100 each. The project
will be sponsored through a sustained
funding gift from longtime Premiere
Stages donors W. John Bauer and Nancy
Boucher.

The Premiere Senior Endeavor
Awards have been conceived by John J.
Wooten, producing artistic director and
founder of Premiere Stages. “With every
challenge comes opportunity,” stated
Mr. Wooten, “and in times like these,
we have looked to our artists to help
heal and re-inspire our communities.
That is why we are committed to not
only maintaining our commitment to
writers during this crisis, but to
increasing it.”

All Premiere Senior Endeavor
Awards entries will be evaluated by a
panel of theatre professionals in
consultation with Premiere’s artistic and
literary staff. There is no fee to enter the
competition. Complete submission
guidelines are available at:
www.premierestagesatkean.com/
senior-endeavor-awards. Premiere
Stages is committed to supporting a
diverse group of writers; playwrights of
all backgrounds and experience levels
are encouraged to submit.

The Premiere Play Festival has
received over 5,000 submissions and
developed more than fifty plays since
2005. Premiere Stages plans to
announce additional Festival events
and the complete 2020 season in April.

it’s not live, but recorded,” on Zoom,
posted on Facebook and an email blast,
she said.

Kean Premiere Stages Education
and Play Festival Manager Nick
Gandiello said, “This upheaval struck
just as we were heading into our annual
Spring Reading Series. As health
concerns grew, we made the extremely
difficult decision to cancel the readings.
It felt like the right thing to do. It also
felt right to fulfill our financial
commitments to all of the artists who
had been booked, and so we did.”

Kean Premiere Stages presentation
of Healing Voices: Caregivers’ Stories
Onstage is postponed until the fall.
The Arts Access program at Matheny
Medical and Education Center is
moved to May 29.

Its May 28 presentation of readings
from the New Jersey Council on the Arts
Playwriting Fellows is still on, he said.

“At the moment, we’re looking at
how to rework our production calendar
to incorporate plays from the 2020
submission pool, our Liberty Live
Commission, and extending into 2021
building upon relationships we are
forming with the many resilient artists
navigating this challenging time,” he
said.

As we wait for the stage lights to
switch on and the curtain to go up
again, stay in tune with the local theatres
by following them on social media,
subscribing to their email lists, and
supporting them in some way.
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April 2, 2019: “Small Ball”
paid huge dividends in the bottom
of the seventh inning for the
hosting Cranford High School
baseball team in its season-
opening showdown with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
at Memorial Field on an extremely
chilly April 2. Trailing 5-4 Tyler
Szczech plopped a leadoff single

over first base and Aiden Plick
drew a walk on Raider pitcher Pat
Cuccurullo. Marcus Johnson’s
fake bunt set up a successful
double steal. Johnson then lofted
an RBI sacrifice fly to centerfield
as Szczech scored and Plick
tagged up and sped to third. Joe
Meola stepped to the plate and
pulled off a perfect squeeze bunt
as Plick came zooming home to
earn the Cougars a 6-5 victory.

Small ball and crafty base
running were present with nearly
every run that was scored and it

began in the bottom of the first
inning when leadoff hitter Jamie
Shriner walked and Mike Murphy
also drew a free pass. Both pulled
off a double steal then Szczech
pushed an RBI groundout to the
right side. In the second inning,
Johnson walked then zoomed to
third when Joe Meola’s bunt single
caused a throwing error. Mike
Meola’s bunt also caused a
throwing error as Johnson scored.
Both runners advanced on a wild
pitch then Shriner lashed a two-
run single to right field.

Two Raiders scored in the third.
Danny Wilkinson walked then
Jonny Ramos (3-for-4, 2 runs)
laid down a bunt single that caused

a throwing error, allowing
Wilkinson’s pinch runner Ricky
Lopez to score. Dean Kirian walked
then both runners advanced on
another wild pitch, setting up Willy
Gale’s RBI sac fly to center. Ramos’
two-out double set up a three-run
fifth inning that gave the Raiders
the 5-4 lead. Kirian walked then
Willy Gale beat out an infield RBI
single and stole second base. Mike
Dieu punched a two-run single to
left.

April 3, 2019: Trailing, 9-8,
with less than nine minutes
remaining, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood girls lacrosse team tallied
two unanswered goals to nip the
Cranford Cougars, 10-9, at
Memorial Field in Cranford on April
3. Maggie Lapolla netted three
goals and three assists, while

adding five ground balls, and Carly
Walker scored three goals and
added a pair of assists for the 1-1
Raiders. Hailey Kinard and
Catherine Buren each had a goal
and an assist, while Elle Priesing
and Francesco DiLollo each scored
once. Goalkeeper Libby Daniskas
made six saves.

Junior attacker Grace Power,
who scored her 100th career goal
in the season opener against
Morristown-Beard, upped her
total to 107 with five first-half
goals for the 0-3 Cougars. Sylvie
Fernandez scored twice and had
an assist, Alyssa Gesslein had a
goal and an assist, and Delaney
Bertrand scored once, while
Karena Andreassen contributed
a pair of assists. Goalkeeper Anna

A Special Look Through the Rearview Mirror of H.S. Sports in Years Past
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David B. Corbin (April 2019 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SWIPING THIRD...Cougar Jamie Shriner swipes third on a double steal in the first inning as Raider
third baseman Tyler Stines prepares to get the throw. The Cougars pulled off a successful suicide
squeeze in the seventh to win 6-5 (April 2, 2019).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GREAT GAME AT THE NET...Blue Devil goalkeeper Theo Dardia prepares to defend the goal in
the game against Rumson-Fair Haven on “Senior Day” in Westfield on April 4, 2019. Devon McLane
became the all-time WHS scoring leader.
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Horne made 10 saves.
April 4, 2019: The Westfield

High School softball team
improved to 3-0 with a 16-10
triumph over the hosting
Elizabeth Minutemen on April 3
then one day later in Somerville,
senior Erica Lawrence recorded
her 100th career hit when the
Blue Devils ransacked the
Pioneers of Somerville, 20-5, in
five innings. Lawrence, who went
3-for-5 with a double, two RBI
and two runs scored, got hit No.
100 when the Blue Devils scored
in the top of the first inning against
the Pioneers. Alivia Macaluso
tripled, doubled, scored four
times and had two RBI.
Genevieve Howell went 4-for-4
with two RBI and two runs scored.
Kalea Calugay, who did the
pitching, rapped a pair of triples,
singled, scored three times and
had two RBI.

April 4, 2019: “Senior Day” at
Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield

came early but the timing was
perfect when senior attacker
Devon McLane scored five goals
and added three assists to break
the Westfield High School All-
Time boys lacrosse career scoring
record with 217* points (goals
plus assists - See Devils Den
numbers) in the Blue Devils’ 12-
7 victory over the Rumson-Fair
Haven Bulldogs on April 4.
McLane’s record-setting goal
came with 1:49 remaining in the
game when he charged in from
the right side, dove in front of
Dawgs goalkeeper Ryan Croddick
and delivered a knuckle-scraping,
low shuffle shot into the netting.

But the heroics did not all
belong to McLane. Although the
offense also received ample
production from senior attacker
Jake Engelke (2 goals, assist),
sophomore Matt Prybylski (2
goals), junior Nick Martini (goal,
assist) and seniors Dylan Alfano
and Griffin Aslanian with one goal

apiece, along with senior CJ Duffy
(2 assists), the defensive unit
and goalkeeper Theo Dardia held
up particularly strong, especially
in the second half when they
limited the Dawgs to just a pair of
goals from Chris Bockelmann,
who finished with three goals.

April 5, 2018: Perfection was
needed and carried out when Pat
Connelly heeded the call and laid
down a perfect squeeze bunt
single as Mike Murphy came flying
home with the winning run in the
bottom of the 11th inning to earn
the Cranford High School baseball
team a 1-0 victory over Westfield
at Memorial Field in Cranford on
April 5.

That magic moment was set up
when Murphy, who also doubled
in the first inning, drilled a double
to leftfield off Blue Devil relief
pitcher Mike Carlone then alertly
dashed to third on Jamie Shriner’s
short grounder to third baseman
Matt Manning, who tossed to first

for the out. Next with the pressure
on, Connelly managed to bunt
the ball where no one was able to
make a play as Murphy came
gliding home.

With 21 zeros posted on the
scoreboard before the only run
was scored, all four pitchers did
indeed perform well, especially
Cougar starting pitchers Gordon
Graceffo and Blue Devil Cory Hiltz.
In his eight innings, Graceffo
allowed three hits and two walks
— one intentional — while striking
out seven batters. Hiltz tossed
seven innings, allowing two hits,
two walks and a hit batter, while
striking out nine batters.

Cougar Kevin Donovan, in his
three innings, yielded two hits
and an intentional walk, while
fanning four batters. Carlone
relieved in the eighth inning and
allowed three hits and a walk,
while fanning two batters.

April 6, 2018: Three innings
of scoreless ball was abruptly

interrupted in the top of the fourth
inning when the Westfield High
School softball team found the
right combination to plate all four
of its runs en route to a 4-1
victory over the Cranford Cougars
at Adams Field in Cranford. The
game also featured strong
pitching performances from Blue
Devil pitcher Bridget Hyland and
Cougar pitchers, freshman
Morrigan Gardiner and senior
Brenna Dolan.

The Westfield fourth inning
began with a looping leadoff
single by Ally Gulla (2-for-4) then
Hyland moved her to second with
a sacrifice bunt. Caroline Dwyer
was hit-by-a-pitch and Julia
Romano (2-for-5) rapped an RBI
single to right, scoring Gulla. Erica
Lawrence sizzled a single past
third then Gen Howell came up
with the big hit, a two-run double
to the centerfield fence. After
Jordan Sacher walked to reload

David B. Corbin (April 2016 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ACTION AT HOME BASE...Raider Jake Canavan plows into home base as Highlander relief
pitcher Vinny Dolen sails through the air in the fifth inning. The Raiders bombarded the Highland-
ers, 17-7, in Scotch Plains on April 6, 2016.

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUGHT IN A RUNDOWN...Cougar Ryan Belliott, No. 8, gets caught in a rundown and eventually
gets tagged out by Blue Devil pitcher Bridget Hyland in the third inning in Cranford. Westfield
topped the Cougars, 4-1 (April 6, 2018).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the bases, Natalie Patterson
walked to bring Lawrence home
with the fourth run.

Dolan, who relieved Gardiner in
the fourth inning, finished the
game, allowing one hit and four
walks while striking out four.
Hyland pitched a complete game,
allowing just four hits, a walk and
a hit batter, while striking out
seven. Freshman Liz McCaffery,
who finished the game 3-for-4,
also played the crucial shortstop
position.

April 7, 2017: Zeros cluttered
the scoreboard for six full innings
due to the effective pitching
performances of Governor
Livingston senior Alanna Namit
and Cougar junior Brenna Dolan
in a high school showdown
between a pair of 2-0 teams at
Adams Field in Cranford on April
7. Heroics were needed at the
plate and both teams responded
positively when the Highlanders
scored once in the top of the

seventh but senior Liz Casazza
stepped to the plate with two
outs and runners on second and
third in the bottom of the inning
and rapped a double over
leftfielder Madison Phillips’ head
to give the Cougars a stunning 2-
1 victory.

The Cranford seventh began
with a walk to Jayna Mallon. Grace
O’Brien laid down a bunt in an
attempt to advance Mallon to
second but the bat hit her when
she was out of the box resulting
in a dead ball out and no
advancement. Namit struck out
the next batter and needed just
one more out for victory. Julie
Lefano had different plans,
however, and chopped a single
past second. Casazza stepped to
the plate. Namit threw a wild
pitch, allowing Mallon and Lefano
to advance to third and second,
respectively. Casazza fouled off
a pitch but then got a good one,
slammed it to deep leftfield,

bringing home Mallon with the
tying run and Lefano with the
winning run.

April 5, 2016: The Westfield
High School girls’ lacrosse team
rallied from three separate
deficits to overcome Morristown,
15-13, in a thrilling contest played
at Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on April 5. Blue Devil Hannah
Liddy potted four goals, while
Julia Gretsky and Sydney Paoletti
netted three goals apiece.
Freshman goalie Carly Swanson
came up with a critical stop in the
final two minutes of the game to
preserve the victory as Westfield
improved its season mark to 2-1.

April 6, 2016: Winning three
games in a row is one thing but
knocking off three teams that
year-after-year appear in the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
semifinals is an accomplishment.
After stunning Westfield, 11-1,
in six innings on April Fools Day
and blanking defending UCT

champions Cranford, 7-0, on April
5, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders baseball team nailed the
triple banger with a 17-7, six
inning bombardment of the
Governor Livingston Highlanders
in Scotch Plains on April 6.

The 3-0 Raiders amassed 20
hits and had seven teammates
record two hits or more in the
onslaught and it began right off
the “bat” with leadoff hitter Peter
Warren, who went 4-for-4,
walked once and scored three
times.

No. 3 batter Peter Yarem
whacked three singles, each with
an RBI, walked once and scored
three times. Cleanup batter Matt
Fox continued his hitting streak,
going 3-for-4 with two runs
scored and an RBI. Tyler O’Brien
(2 runs scored) had a double and
an RBI single then Sam Schetelich
came of the bench for him and
ripped an RBI double and an RBI
single.

April 4, 2015: The Blue Devils
boys track and field team placed
fourth, while Scotch Plains-
Fanwood placed sixth and the
Cranford Cougars placed seventh
in a field of 14 teams at the
Summit Relays held at Tatlock
Field in Summit. Blue Devils
Mitchell Bryk with the meet’s best
toss of 162-6, Andrew Simcox
and Kyle Burns won the team
javelin with a distance of 415-
11. Blue Devils Ryan Siegel, Chris
Prasek, Andrew Harting-Smith
and Matt Russo crossed first in
the Distance Medley Relay.

Harting-Smith, Prasek, Jelani
Pierre and Russo took top honors
in the Sprint Medley Relay at
3:51.88. Cougars Josh Cadet,
Josiah Cadet, Tim Colter and Sean
O’Donnell finished fourth at
3:57.22. Raiders Jordan Jones,
Ray Walker, Merlin Edmonds and
Kobe White won the 4x100 with a
time of 44.21. Raiders Quincy

David B. Corbin (April 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RUNNING THE FIRST LEG...Blue Devil Gabrielle Brennan, center, starts off the first leg of the
distance medley relay (DMR) at the Summit Relays on April 5, 2014. The Lady Blue Devils placed
fifth in the event.

David B. Corbin (April 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE WINNING RUN...Blue Devil Hailey Reilly slides home with the winning run in the
seventh inning as Cougar catcher Morgan Feretti attempts to make the tag. Westfield edged
Cranford, 8-7, in Westfield on April 6, 2015.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Sanchez, Ben Powell, Andrew
Ciccarino and Edmonds crossed
first in the 4x110 hurdles at
1:04.71. Raiders Christian Zoufaly
at 12-0 (meet’s best height) and
Ciccarino won the pole vault with
a height of 21-0.

April 4, 2015: The Lady Blue
Devils placed eighth in their meet
at the Summit Relays with a total
of 25, followed by the Raiders at
21.75 and Cranford at 20.75.
Raiders Gabriela MacPherson,
Wilda Francois, Rose Giandana
and Christine Nocum won the
shuttle hurdles with a time of
1:15.77. Cougars Erin Meixner,
Brianna Scotti and Christina Barlik
took top honors in the shot put
with a distance of 92-7.75.
Cougars Maranda Brown, Scotti
and Susanna Jaramillo won the
discus with a distance of 253-7.
Blue Devils Keren Moncayo, Mae
Devin and Kim Burns took second
in the javelin with a distance of
238-4, and teammates Kelly

Morrison, Julia Myers, Natalie
Marcotullio and Brooke Schaeffer
crossed second in the 4x800 at
10:04.59.

April 6, 2015: Cruising along
with a comfortable 7-1 lead, the
Westfield High School softball
team got a shocking wakeup call
when the visiting Cranford
Cougars plated six runs in the
fifth, but the Blue Devils held
tight then managed to score the
winning run on Devyn Tibbals’
RBI single that scored Hailey
Reilly in the bottom of the seventh
inning to salvage an 8-7 victory.

Blue Devil Danielle Rinaldi
rapped a pair of doubles, scored
twice then added a single. Sam
Velez doubled, singled twice,
scored once and had two RBI.
Julia Palozzola (run scored) led
the Cougars with two singles and
a two-run double in her four at-
bats.

April 2, 2014: Great
comebacks became the theme

with both teams, but the visiting
Livingston High School girls
lacrosse team made the final one
count when Alyssa Egner took
advantage of a shooting space
call to get a free-position shot
and lodged the ball into the net
with 0:01 remaining to give the
Lancers a 13-12 victory over the
Raiders. Co-captain Andrea
McNeeley scored four goals and
added an assist for the Raiders
and co-captain Julie Haggan
netted a pair of goals and two
assists.

April 5, 2014: Positive results
were turned in by the Blue Devils,
Raiders and Cranford Cougar
boys and girls track & field teams
in the Summit Relays featuring
26 schools at Tatlock Field in
Summit. The Blue Devil girls and
the Raider boys placed third in
their respective competition. The
Raider boys and girls finished
fourth overall, and the Blue Devil
boys and girls finished fifth

overall. The Cougar boys and
girls placed 10th overall.

Blue Devils Sophia
Goldschmidt, Hannah Hawkins,
Elena Chermak and Jenna Helfand
placed first in the 4x100 with a
time of 51.66. Raiders Christine
Nocum, Wilda Francois, Tori
Baliatico and Summer Robinson
crossed first in the shuttle hurdles
with a time of 1:10.72. Cougars
Jenna Ellenbacher, Anna Fitch
and Bella Desimone won the 400
hurdles in 3:29.74.

Raiders Emendo Thomas,
Merlin Edmond, Cameron Smith
and Kobe White won the 4x100
with a time of 44.87. Blue Devils
Nick Antonelli, Capistrano, Will
Chandler and Phil Edwards
finished second in the DMR at
10:55.98. Raiders VanBrunt,
Mike Daszyk and Vitoroulis placed
second in the javelin with a
distance of 411-7.

April 4, 2013: Early-season
errors, mental lapses and

hesitancy on the base paths
placed the Blue Devil baseball
team on the short side of a 5-2
score against the Union Farmers
at Bob Brewster, Sr. Field in
Westfield. Catcher Mike Ionta
rapped three of the Blue Devils’
singles, and Chris Arena went 2-
for-4 and scored both runs.

April 4, 2013: Great defensive
plays highlighted a fierce rivalry,
but the hosting Summit
Hilltoppers held on to stop the
Blue Devil boys lacrosse team,
4-3, in Summit. Blue Devil senior
attacker Jack Flaherty (one
assist), along with junior middies
Patrick Decker and Dane Huber,
each netted one goal. Senior
midfielder Matt Webb provided
two assists. Garrett Williamson
registered 12 saves.

April 6, 2013: West Morris-
Mendham took an early lead but
opted a “freeze” technique to
hold off a stiff, second-half

Fred Lecomte (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STRONG DEFENSIVE GAME…Blue Devil defenders Christian Burgdorf, No. 17, Garrett
Williamson, No. 1, Jack Simcox and Mike Fitzhenry played a very stubborn game against the
Summit Hilltoppers on April 4, 2013.

David B. Corbin (April 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING FOR THE LOOSE BALL...Raider defender Becky Mehorter, No. 4, tries to scoop a loose
ball before a Livingston Lady Lancer does as Raider midfielder Julie Haggan, No. 2, closes in. The
Livingston Lady Lancers won a 13-12 thriller in Scotch Plains on April 2, 2014.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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challenge by the Blue Devil girls
lacrosse team in a 10-5 win in
Westfield. Senior Elizabeth Cusick
scored twice upping her career
total to 198, breaking Morgan
Lang’s WHS record of 191.
Courtney Weisse’s three assists
upped her number to 87, also a
WHS record.

April 3, 2012: Miracles still
remained in the Westfield High
School baseball team’s bag of
last-inning comeback tricks from
last year’s magical season when
senior Jon Gribbin rapped a two-
run double to cap a six-run rally
in the bottom of the 10th inning
to earn the Blue Devils an 8-7
victory over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood at Bob Brewster, Sr.
Field in Westfield to give Head
Coach Bob Brewster his 500th
career win.

April 3, 2012: Capitalizing with
four runs in the first and a seven-
run breakout inning in the third
was all that was required as the

Governor Livingston High School
softball team earned an 11-4
victory over the Raiders in
Berkeley Heights. Raider Amanda
Schroder (RBI) went 2-for-3,
Lindsay Wilkinson (RBI), Arielle
Zuaro and Amanda Raphael each
went 2-for-4, and Marcus had a
triple. Liz Gallo and Sara Killeen
each contributed a hit, and Kelly
Yeager added a run.

April 7, 2012: Advance
warning was given to the visiting
Cranford Cougars boys lacrosse
team when Scotch Plains-
Fanwood got an early jump in the
first quarter, but a furious fourth-
quarter assault catapulted the
Raiders to a 12-6 victory. Raider
senior co-captain Dan Nizolak,
who could not find the net in the
first three quarters, netted all
three of his goals in the fourth.
Matt Greenberg finished with
three goals and an assist, and
Christian Gordon finished with
two goals. Cougar Tom Fitzgerald

finished with two goals, and
Jonathan Rubin finished with two
goals and an assist.

April 5, 2011: Nearly
everything that could happen in
a game did happen in a chilling
showdown between the visiting
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
baseball team and No. 11
Cranford at Memorial Field. There
were sacrifice bunts, hit-and-run
plays, gutsy base running and
key pickoff plays. There were
back-to-back home runs by the
Raiders. Then there were walks
and hit batters, a balk call and
fluky mental errors that the
Cougars spun into runs.
Additionally, there was a grand
slam home run that got
downgraded to a three-run
homer.

In the end, the Cougars took
advantage of a collision between
Raider second baseman Christian
Zazzali and shortstop Marcus
Rivera on an infield popup with

two men out in the sixth inning
that allowed base runners Sean
Trotter and catcher Eric Walano
to score and to pull out a 9-8
victory.

The Cougars did take
advantage of four walks and two
hit batters yielded by Raider
starting pitcher James D’Angelo
in the first four innings to score
four runs, while only producing
one hit during that time, an RBI
double from Ryan Williamson (2-
for-4, two runs scored) on a hit-
and-run play. The Cougars also
played “Billy Ball” with shrewd
bunting and base running.

The Raiders out-hit the
Cougars, 11-4, and added
emphasis with three home runs.
After leadoff hitter Sean Reilly
(2-for-4, RBI, 2 runs scored)
reached base on an error in the
first, Connor Thompson (2-for-
3, run scored) cracked a two-run
homer over the leftfield fence,
and Marcus Rivera (3-for-3, 2

runs, intentional walk) followed
with a solo blast in the same
vicinity off starting pitcher Kurt
Rutmayer.

In the sixth, Raider Ryan
Haggerty stepped forward and
blasted a grand slam over the
centerfield fence. There was a
celebration at home plate. There
was an appeal. The second
runner was ruled out. The
Raiders led 8-7.

April 6, 2011: Quick lightning
strikes early in the first half
allowed the Westfield High School
girls lacrosse team to cruise to a
15-8 victory over Cranford at
Memorial Field in Cranford.
Sophomore Elizabeth Cusick and
senior attacker Ally Rose each
netted five goals for the Blue
Devils.

Courtney Weisse and Jenna
Sharkey scored twice apiece for
the Blue Devils. Nicole Kleiman
scored six of the Cougars’ eight

David B. Corbin (April 2013 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO SQUASH THE ATTACK…Blue Devil Rebecca Kraus, No. 24, pressures Mendham
attacker Gia Padavano, No. 4, as Blue Devil goalie Mallory Weisse anticipates a shot on goal (April
6, 2013). Westfield won 10-5.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOING AIRBORNE…Blue Devil James O’Rourke goes airborne to touch home plate in the first
inning as Raider catcher Ryan Henkels stops the throw. The Blue Devils scored six runs in the bottom
of the 10th to win 8-7 on April 3, 2012 giving Head Coach Bob Brewster his 500th career victory.
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goals, while Erica Faraone and
Rebecca Roman each netted one
goal.

April 7, 2011: Muddy
conditions shortened a seven-
inning game into a six-inning
game that the Governor
Livingston High School softball
team won, 8-3, over the Cranford
Lady Cougars at Adams Field in
Cranford. Cougar Brianna Capece
went 2-for-3 with a run scored
and an RBI, Allie Verrilli had an
RBI single, Kathleen French
singled and scored once, and
Sara LoBue, pinch running for
Melissa Moreno, scored once.

GL’s Stephanie Cataldo went
3-for-4, with a triple and an RBI
single, while scoring once. Paige
Murphy singled twice, scored
once and added an RBI. Bari
Grossman had three singles, an
RBI and a run scored. Jenna
Kulback had a pair of RBI singles
and scored twice, and Emily
Beisser had a pair of singles and
scored once.

April 7, 2011: Déja vu all over
again! In some respects!

Eric Gargiulo drilled a liner down
the leftfield line to bring home
Ryan Williamson with the tying
run and Eric Walano with the
winning run in the bottom of the
ninth inning to give the No. 11
Cranford High School baseball
team a 6-5 victory over Westfield
at Memorial Field in Cranford.

Tim Younger led the Blue Devils
with two doubles, two RBI and a
run scored. AJ Murray (RBI) and
Brett Ryan each had two singles
and scored once. James O’Rourke
and Matt Varakian each singled.
Cougar Williamson went 4-for-4
with three doubles, two runs
scored and an RBI. Andrew
DiFrancesco (2 doubles) and Mark
Osofsky (RBI) also proved to be
two tough Cougars at the plate,
each with three hits.

April 9, 2011: The 5-1 Blue
Devil baseball team pulled off a
huge come-from-behind, 12-8,
victory over 4-1, No. 17 Monroe

at the Autism Awareness
Challenge at Williams Field in
Elizabeth. Trailing 8-3, AJ Murray
blasted a two-run homer as the
Blue Devils scored four runs in the
fifth inning. Then in the sixth, Will
Riggs ripped a two-run triple, and
Tim Younger drilled a two-run
double as the Blue Devils plated
more five runs

April 7, 2010: All good things
must come to pass! Westfield
High School Athletic Director Ed
Tranchina officially announced his
retirement in a letter dated April
7 to be effective June 30. In his 25
years of service at Westfield, he
has served with dignity and class.

April 7, 2010: Missed
opportunities in the third and
fourth innings by the hosting Blue
Devil baseball team coupled with
a gained opportunity by
Morristown, ranked No. 2 by The
Star-Ledger, yielded the visiting
Colonials a 5-3 victory. Blue Devil
Danny Kerr had a double and two
RBI and AJ Murray had a single

and an RBI.
April 8, 2010: “Joe, Joe Di Mag

gi o” was a song chanted by New
York Yankee fans in the 1940s.
Raider baseball fans may be
chanting something similar in the
name of “Joe, Joe D’ Nun zi o” in
this spring of 2010.

Senior leadoff hitter Joe
D’Annunzio broke a tight game
wide open with a three-run home
run in the top of the fourth inning
that eventually led to a 17-5, six-
inning Raider bombardment of
the Elizabeth Minutemen at
Williams Field in Elizabeth.
D’Annunzio finished 3-for-4,
including a double and a walk,
while scoring four times and
stealing a base.

The 12th-ranked Raiders
totaled 13 hits and rattled the
three Minutemen pitchers into
yielding nine walks, while hitting
two batters. Mike Ridge (2 runs
scored) and John Maxwell (3 runs,
double) both went 3-for-4,
walked, scored three times and

stole a base. Gary Binkiewicz
rapped a pair of doubles, had two
RBI and scored twice, and Ricky
Shevlin singled, walked three
times, scored a run and had an
RBI. Lou Mazzella gave the
Raiders an immediate, 3-1 lead
with a three-run homer over the
leftfield fence in the second
inning.

April 8, 2010: Versatility in its
attack and total dominance
across the board earned the
Westfield High School boys
lacrosse team a 14-4 triumph
over the New Providence Pioneers
in New Providence. Midfielder
Connor Hewett and attackers
John Bohlinger, James Lisooey,
Sam Rosenburgh and Paul Devita
each fired in two goals.

April 8, 2010: The Union
County Rugby Football Club
(UCRFC) high school and youth
teams rang up four wins in five
matches on Rugby Day at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield. The

David B. Corbin (April 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT A TRY…A Union County Rugby Football Club U19 girls player attempts to score a try
against the New York Rugby Club girls on Rugby Day at Kehler Stadium (April 8, 2010).

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT HOME…Cougar Sean Feeney, center, scores on a sacrifice fly as Raider catcher Matt
Ridge, No. 44, turns to get the bad throw in the first inning (April 15, 2012). The Cougars won 8-3.



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-7  Thursday, April 9, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

UCRFC U19 boys A-side
rebounded from their loss to
Xavier with a comprehensive
league win over New York Rugby
Club (NYRC) U19 boys, 63-7.

The “As” scored within the first
minute of the match when Pete
Ondi ran 50 meters for a try that
Jorge Cuisana converted. Ondi
added two more ties and Cuisana
added another conversion. Pete’s
older brother, Joe, scored a hat
trick to match his brother. Joe
Brady, Billy Hedley, Conner
Londregan, Greg Mika and Jon
Brucia scored solo tries. Brucia
also added two conversions.

April 2, 2008: Former
professional baseball player “Wee
Willie” Keeler, who played for the
New York Highlanders around the
turn of the 20th Century made the
comment, “Keep your eye clear
and hit ‘em where they ain’t.”

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team took
that advice to score five runs on
five hits and five steals in the fifth

inning to overcome visiting Villa
Walsh Academy of Morristown,
6-3, on April 2.

That five-run spark began with
the metal bat of Raider third
baseman Saxony Nielsen, who
plopped an infield single just out
of the reach of the first baseman
and second baseman, and it
ended with a blazing RBI double
from second baseman Stephanie
Goines. Nielsen, who did score in
the fifth, also had a triple in the
second inning and Goines also
had an RBI triple in the first.

April 2, 2008: Emily Tebbetts,
the junior designated hitter, was
the main attraction when she
tripled in the tying run and scored
on a throwing error to give the
Westfield High School softball
team a 2-1 victory over
Immaculata in the season opener
in Westfield on April 2.

Junior right-hand pitcher Cyndil
Matthew, last year’s Union County
Softball Player of the Year, scat-
tered six hits, sat down 10 bat-

ters and walked one. Spartan
pitcher Kaitlyn Piazzolla allowed
one lone hit and finished with 14
strikeouts and three walks.

April 3, 2008: Senior Co-Cap-
tain Dan Liebowitz shot a two-
over par 38 in the front nine at
Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield to lead the 3-0
Westfield High School golf team
to a 156-229 victory over St.
Benedict’s Prep on April 3.
Liebowitz had an eagle two on
the short but dangerous par four,
247-yard second hole. He drove
the elevated green and made the
putt. His teammates also turned
in fine scores. Pat Clancy and
Mike Fietkowicz each came in at
39 and Co-Captain Nick LiVolsi
shot a 40.

April 4, 2008: Offensive fire-
power paid off as the Westfield
High School girls lacrosse team
got scores from five different
players to crunch Clifton, 11-4 in
Westfield on April 4.

Senior Lauren Brunhofer led

the 1-1 Blue Devils with five goals,
while seniors Claire Bennett and
Valerie Hoffman got into the ac-
tion with two goals each. Not to
be left out of the equation, se-
niors Katherine Frega and Eliza-
beth McCarthy each hit pay dirt
once. Blue Devil goalie Michelle
Zaffuto proved confident and
solid in the cage and contributed
four saves. The Blue Devils took
30 shots on goal and Clifton
keeper Adriane Daley made 15
saves. Ally Barnes and Georgette
Mbayed led Clifton with two goals
each.

April 7, 2008: Junior fireballer
Chris Jenkins got an opportunity
to work on his pitches and he did
quite well by fanning 10 batters
in four innings on the mound in
Westfield’s 16-2, five-inning blitz
of the visiting Plainfield baseball
team on April 7. His mastery on
the mound allowed every Blue
Devil get into the act offensively
in the 14-hit bombardment.

Before all the players got into

the act, the Blue Devils plated
two runs in the first and eight
more in the second. Justin Olsen
contributed an RBI single and
an RBI sacrifice fly. Mike Melillo
(2-for-3, 2 runs scored) drilled
a two-run single to spark the
second inning and Matt Loughlin
singled, scored twice and had
an RBI in the inning. Evan
Einstein had a pair of singles
and two runs scored in the two
innings.

Mike Cappiello (2-for-2, 2 runs
scored) sparked the five-run
third with a two-run single.
Freshman AJ Murray (2 RBI) had
an RBI sac fly, Mike Mosier
rapped an RBI double, Mark
Melino singled and Ryan Brand
punched an RBI single. Evan
Shapiro, who walked in the in-
ning, finished 2-for-3 with three
runs scored. Jesse Embry lined
an RBI double in the fourth. Mike
Lanno walked twice and scored
twice in the game and Matt
Isabella scored once

Fred Lecomte (April 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON AN ATTACK AGAINST THE PIONEERS…Blue Devils Zach Helfand, No. 4, and
James Lisooey, No. 33, pressured the New Providence goal all afternoon. Lisooey scored two goals
and Helfand had an assist (April 8, 2010).

David B. Corbin (April 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TERROR ON THE BASES, TERROR AT THE PLATE…Raider Joe D’Annunzio dives safely back
to first base. D’Annunzio, who stole a base, blasted a three-run homer, doubled, singled, walked and
scored four times against Elizabeth on April 8, 2010.

more photos next page
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TOUGH ON DEFENSE…Blue Devil Markey Frega, No. 20, puts a hard check on Raider
Kevin Lewis, No. 8, as Blue Devil Christian Burgdorf, No. 17, adds support. Westfield won, 15-4.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHECKED BY A LONG STICK…Raider midfielder Christian Gordon, No. 7, tries to maneuver
around the long stick of Cougar Jack Nunziata, No. 5. The Raiders defeated the Cougars, 12-6, in
Scotch Plains on April 7, 2012.

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BEGINNING OF A BIG INNING…Cougar Ryan Williamson slides into third as the ball sails out
of the reach of Raider Kevin Raszka in the fifth inning. The error allowed two Cougars to score (April
5, 2011). The Cougars wom 9-8.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KEEPING A COUGAR IN CHECK…Blue Devil midfielder Rebecca Kraus, No. 21, chases Cougar
Morgan Mason, No. 9, down the sideline. Westfield defeated Cranford, 15-8 (April 6, 2011).
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