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Sports -- Blue Devil Matmen
Reached Sectional Final; Finished
16-3; Raiders Restructured Lineup;

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Finished 9-17 in Girls B-Ball;
Raider Boys Won Cotoia Tourna-
ment.

COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

1,418 cases, 24 deaths
Cranford - 57 cases,  1 death
Fanwood - 8 cases, 2 deaths

Garwood - 5 cases
Mountainside - 5 cases
Scotch Plains - 30 cases

Westfield - 38 cases, 3 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Photo Courtesy of Union County
HELPING PEOPLE...Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella and Free-
holder Sergio Granados visit the Union County COVID-19 testing facility at Kean
University in Union on Monday to receive a briefing from County Manager Ed
Oatman, first responders and staff manning the facility. Residents who need
testing are urged to call (908) 373-5105 to set up an appointment. The facility will
be open until further notice to test as many residents as possible.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
FOUND IT!...Westfielders displayed bears for children to “hunt” as they walked
with their families or drove around town this week. The inspiration came from the
children’s book “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt.” This one was spotted hiding in a
mailbox on Harrison Avenue.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
BEAUTY IN DISASTER...Even social distancing has not stopped families all over Westfield from spreading hope, beauty,
joy and encouragement during these troubling times. The Westfield Recreation Department asked people to take part in
the “Chalk the Walk” event which was held March 21 and 22 all over town. This particular drawing was discovered on
Quantuck Lane.

Candidates File for Federal,
County, Municipal Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — June’s Primary Elec-
tion will see a nine-candidate Demo-
cratic race for freeholder, as well as
races for sheriff and county clerk, and
a four-candidate battle among Re-
publicans for two seats on the
Garwood Borough Council. In addi-
tion, Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin
is not seeking reelection to the town-
ship committee.

State, county and municipal candi-
dates filed nominating petitions by
Monday’s 4 p.m. deadline to run in
the Tuesday, June 2 Primary.

This year there will be a mayoral
and township council races in Scotch
Plains. Mayor Al Smith, a Republi-
can, who is seeking a second term,
faces a challenge from Deputy Mayor
Joshua Losardo, a Democrat. Repub-
lican incumbent Ted Spera is opposed
by Democrat Ellen Zimmerman in
the race for township council.

Cranford Mayor Giblin released a
statement announcing that he is not
seeking reelection.

“I am honored to have served
Cranford for the past five years and
look forward to continued service
over the next nine months and in the
future,” Mayor Giblin said. “My fo-
cus over the next months will be to
guide Cranford through this health
and economic crisis. I look forward
to getting through this challenging
time with my fellow residents.”

Democrats Brian Andrews, direc-
tor for international public policy at
Audible, and Jason Gareis, an attor-
ney, will face Republicans Chrissa
Stulpin and Gina Black. Democrats

currently hold a 4-to-1 majority on
the township committee. Mr. Andrews
finished third last year, 38 votes be-
hind Mary O’Connor in a four-candi-
date field for committee seats.

Incumbent Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve also is not seeking re-
election.

In Garwood, four Republicans and
two Democrats filed for two seats on
the borough council. Filing for the
Republicans are Jesse Wilson and
Joseph Nicastro, both endorsed by
the local Republican organization, and
current Councilman Richard
McCormack and Anthony Goodell,
both running under the slogan Re-
publicans of Garwood 1903. Demo-
cratic Councilman Russ Graham is
seeking reelection. His running mate
on the party’s organization line is
Vincent Kearney, who most recently
ran for council in a four-candidate
field in 2018. Mr. Nicastro ran for the
council last November. Democrats
hold a 5-to-1 majority on the council
in addition to holding the mayor’s
office.

Mountainside Councilwoman
Deanna Andre, who has been a coun-
cilwoman for 10 years, is seeking
reelection. She is joined on the Re-
publican ticket by Steven Matejek, a
CPA. No Democrats filed for the two
council seats. Veteran Councilman
Keith Turner is not seeking reelec-
tion. Republicans hold all six seats on
the borough council as well as the
mayor’s office.

Fanwood incumbent Council mem-
bers Anthony Carter and Jeffrey
Banks, both Democrats, have filed
for reelection. No Republican candi-

dates filed for the two council seats.
There is no municipal race in

Westfield this year.
At the county level, nine Demo-

crats and three Republicans filed for
three seats on the nine-member free-
holder board. Incumbent Democratic
Freeholders Chris Hudak of Linden
and Angela Garretson of Hillside are
joined by Lourdes Leon of Elizabeth,
who is replacing veteran Freeholder
Angel Estrada. Mr. Estrada is retiring
from the board.

Also seeking the Democratic
Party’s nomination in the Primary are
Brianna Armstead, Daniel Yamakaitis
and Alfredo Gonzalez, all of Linden,
running under the slogan Democrats
United for Progress, a group affili-
ated with Linden Mayor Derek
Armstead; and Aissa Catherine Heath
of Elizabeth, Justin Paul O’Hea of
Garwood and Hector Meneses, Jr. of
Linden, running on the slogan “No
Me, Us.”

Filing for the Republicans are Jo-
seph R. Sarno III of Scotch Plains, a
former Garwood councilman, Mark
Shore of Westfield and Paul M.
Verzosa of Union.

Also up this year are the offices of
county clerk and sheriff. Long-time
Democratic County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi of Union is seeking reelec-
tion. She is being challenged by Sean
M. Smith of Scotch Plains, who is
running under the “Not Me, Us” slo-
gan. Peter B. Lijoi of Summit has
filed his candidacy for the Republi-
can Party.

First-term Sheriff Peter Corvelli of
Kenilworth is being challenged in his
quest for reelection by former
Fanwood councilman Jack Molenaar.
Republican Dorothy Burger of Sum-
mit also is running for sheriff.

In an email to this newspaper from
Mr. Molenaar, he said the “Not Me,
Us” line is affiliated with the New
Jersey Progressive Democrats of
Union County, of which he is a found-
ing member. Mr. Molenaar ran for
freeholder in last year’s Primary elec-
tion.

“NJPD-UC is a New Jersey non-
profit organization which advocates
for a progressive policy agenda and
for transparency and ethics in gov-
ernment,” according to its website.

At the federal level, freshman Con-

Garwood Council Holds
Meeting Via Phone

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — In an unprecedented
meeting for the borough council, mem-
bers of the governing body held a phone-
in conference session last Thursday
evening in adherence to present restric-
tions regarding public gatherings. Top-
ping the bi-monthly council meeting was
discussion regarding the coronavirus
(COVID-19) and cautionary steps the
borough is taking to help its residents to
stay healthy.

Mayor Sara Todisco addressed the
audience, noting that everyone should be
at home self-isolating and distancing
oneself from others when out buying
needed supplies.

Mayor Todisco also reported that the
borough continues to take the coronavirus
pandemic seriously and noted that
Garwood was one of the first towns to
close its municipal headquarters. She
also thanked all persons working essen-

tial jobs for their dedication.
It also was reported that as of last

Thursday, there were two Garwood resi-
dents who were reported as testing posi-
tive for COVID-19. It additionally was
noted that an employee of the Garwood
ShopRite had tested positive for the vi-
rus, but that this person has since been
home in self-quarantine, along with other
employees working closely with that in-
dividual. It also was revealed that store
shelves and cases were being cleaned on
an hourly basis and that food belts at the
checkout were being cleaned every half
hour. In addition, the store has been using
a disinfecting bomb spray periodically.

In following Governor Phil Murphy’s
executive order, all public gatherings and
events for the borough have been can-
celed because of COVID-19. This in-
cludes all recreation programs within the
borough, among them the annual Easter
Egg Hunt. In addition, all Senior Club

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Freeholders OK New Pact
With Assistant Prosecutors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County Free-
holders last Thursday approved a new
three-year contract with the county’s 62-
member assistant prosecutors collective
bargaining unit. The group had been with-
out a new contract since the end of 2017.

County Manager Ed Oatman said the
new contract is and is retroactive to Janu-
ary 1, 2018. Members will receive 6-
percent salary increases for the tenure of
the contract with 2 percent increases for
2018 and 2019 and the same for 2020.

Freeholder Chris Hudak commended
Mr. Oatman for bringing the assistant
prosecutors association and the county
prosecutor “into a room together and
hammering out a deal.”

“I think it is a good deal for both
parties,” he said.

“It seems that we had a very upset
group (assistant prosecutors) and in short
order that has come to a good positive
conclusion for everybody,” Freeholder
Al Mirabella commented.

Mr. Mirabella’s comment was in refer-
ence to a group of assistant prosecutors
attended the board’s February 6 meeting
seeking a new contract.

Juan Fernandez, representing the col-
lective bargaining unit, said several re-
cent promotions in the prosecutor’s of-
fice might have impacted the assistant
prosecutors’ contract. He said at the Feb-
ruary meeting that promotions for three
individuals in the prosecutor’s office to-
taled $90,000 per year.

“That would have covered a large
amount of the 2-percent increase we were
seeking for 62 members of the Assistant
Prosecutors Association,” he said at the
time, noting that the 2-percent raise would
cost the county $130,000.

The board, likewise, approved a new
three-year contract with the Council No.
8. This contract also is retroactive to
January 1, 2018, and includes 2-percent

raises in each of the three years, for a 6-
percent total. Council 8 includes non-
supervisory blue-collar and white-collar
workers throughout the county, exclud-
ing police and professional job titles.

Mr. Hudak said both contracts are
“within the guidelines of our collective
bargaining agreements.”

In other business, the board approved
a resolution to “establish reasonable quali-
fications for prospective bidders” for
improvements to buildings no. 4 and 7 at
the county’s Deserted Village of Feltville/
Glenside Park historic site, located at 9
Cataract Hollow Road in Berkeley

Heights.
Ron Zuber, director of parks and recre-

ation, said the county wants to stabilize
the two buildings that he said were built
in 1845. He said the improvements will
include the roofs, which are leaking,
exterior walls and architecture, trim, and
the basements.

“We are also going to introduce a new
electrical system into these buildings so
we can provide heat,” he said.

Mr. Zuber said the budget for the project
is $900,000, which includes a $450,000
state grant for the project. Mr. Zuber told

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Towns Readying For Virus-
Related Financial Hits

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — While it is still too early
to know precisely the coronavirus
COVID-19’s impact on municipal fi-
nances, area towns are starting to make
assessments and take initial steps as
they face reduced revenues and in-
creased expenses related to the pan-
demic.

With local businesses mostly shut
and residents being urged to remain at
home, area downtowns and their fee-
based parking lots are mostly empty.
Laid-off workers are not spending
money and also may be putting off a
long-planned home-improvement
project that might have required town-
issued permits. Meanwhile, local first
responders are stretched as they deal
with an increase in calls from resi-
dents concerned about the spreading
virus, which has infected some 17,000
residents in the state and resulted in
close to 200 deaths.

State government finances will take

a big hit, and last week, some $920
million in state spending was frozen
to deal with the financial and medical
fallout. State Treasurer Elizabeth
Maher Muoio said the virus’ impact is
“unpredictable and rapidly changing”
and that the pandemic will negatively
impact the state’s economy and finan-
cial condition.

Big declines in revenues are ex-
pected due to lower personal and cor-
porate income-tax payments and re-
duced sales-tax revenues. Meanwhile,
pension payments will rise due to the
stock market’s crash over the past six
weeks.

Lori Buckelew, senior legislative
analyst at the New Jersey State League
of Municipalities, said the organiza-
tion has been issuing guidance to its
member towns on a variety of matters.
“It’s unclear what the financial impact

[on municipalities] is going to be,”
she told The Westfield Leader. “But
there will be an impact, although it’s
unclear at this time.”

She said towns may see declines in
revenues from, for instance, construc-
tion code fees, but she wondered if
those losses would be shorter term
before they are made up later in the
year as the virus’ effects fade. Ms.
Buckelew also wondered if towns will
see an increased number of tax ap-
peals, especially from commercial
businesses hit hard by the mandated
closures.

While local government officials
The Leader spoke with said it is too
early to fully know the impact on their
towns’ finances, Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said that, “we
will experience severe revenue short-
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 20-03

CALENDAR YEAR 2020
ORDINANCE TO

ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said final budget appropriations to 2.50%
unless authorized by ordinance to increase
it to 3.5% over the previous years final
appropriations; and,

WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordi-
nance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations and the 3.5%
increase authorized by this ordinance when
said difference is not appropriated as part
of the final budget; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, County of Union,
hereby determines that this difference in
the amount of $63,844.02 that is not ap-
propriated as part of the final 2019 budget
shall be retained as an exception to the
final appropriations in either of the next two
succeeding years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
that any amount authorized herein above
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a cer-
tified copy of this ordinance upon adop-
tion, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 20-03 was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the  26th DAY OF MARCH, 2020, and
that Ordinance No. 20-03, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Munici-
pal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 9th DAY OF APRIL,
2020, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $56.10

Neighbor/Senior Buddy
Program Launched

MOUNTAINSIDE — In response
to the coronavirus COVID-19 pan-
demic, Mountainside has launched a
“neighbor/senior buddy” program.
Under the Director of Senior Coordi-
nator Kim Moriak, volunteers are
paired with a senior or someone in
need to shop for groceries and deliver
meals weekly.

More than 30 volunteers are in
place who have adopted a senior.
Mazzella’s, the Mountainside Deli
and Mosiaco and Chrone’s Tavern
are providing either free or reduced
cost meals weekly. Volunteers meet
at the Mountainside Public Library

where the meals are distributed and
ultimately delivered to the seniors.

“I’m so proud of all the volunteers
who have stepped up in this time of
crisis,” Mayor Paul Mirabelli said.
“Our seniors are the backbone of this
community and I know they are so
appreciative of these efforts to keep
them safe. I would like to thank Kim
Moriak and all the volunteers who are
helping those in need.”

If someone is in need of a volunteer
for shopping or food delivery, please
contact Ms. Moriak at (908) 812-
4434 or kmoriak@mountainside-
nj.com.

Photo Courtesy of Lisa Van Brunt
EVERYONE LOVES A PARADE...Washington Elementary School staff deco-
rated vehicles and paraded through the neighborhood to the delight of their
students who are currently receiving remote instruction.

Photo Courtesy of Mirek and Aldona Walus
HAPPY TRAILS...Postman Joe Sarica said good-bye to his route from a social
distance upon his retirement this week. Residents described Mr. Sarica as a bright
spot, even on a gray and gloomy day.

‘Shop Local 2020’ Launched
To Assist Garwood Businesses

As the spread of COVID-19 contin-
ues to disrupt our daily lives, we rec-
ognize that this ongoing public health
issue is having a particularly hard im-
pact on Garwood’s locally-owned, in-
dependent businesses. Many of our
local stores have closed to reduce the
spread of the virus. Meanwhile, others
are providing essential services and
have adapted to the orders given by
the State of New Jersey by offering
pick-up or delivery services.

During these challenging times, we
want our small businesses to know we
support them. So we are announcing
the launch of our “Shop Local 2020”
initiative to provide our locally-owned,
independent businesses with assis-
tance.

This initiative will connect Garwood
residents to local businesses and pro-
vide updated information on local
stores and restaurants throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic. The borough
will also be working closely with these
businesses and provide additional re-
sources and support throughout this
public health crisis, such as the ability
to create online gift certificate sales.

Garwood’s small businesses are an
essential part of what makes our small
town great. In many cases, the owners

of these businesses are our friends and
neighbors. These businesses provide
our residents with a variety of shop-
ping, dining, and entertainment op-
tions, and provide critical support for
many of our local non-profit organiza-
tions.

Residents can join us in supporting
our favorite Garwood stores and res-
taurants by following our borough
Facebook page at https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
garwoodboroughgovernment/ and by
signing up for our borough email news-
letter at https://bit.ly/3duP6gE.

Business owners who would like to
learn more should feel free to reach
out to Garwood resident Andrew
Wiecek, who is leading this initiative
at shoplocal@garwood.org or to me
personally at STodisco@garwood.org.

Mayor Sara Todisco
Garwood

gressman Tom Malinowski (D-
Somerville) faces a challenge from
State Senate Republican Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield in
the race for the 7th Congressional
District seat. Also filing are Republi-
cans Raafat Barsoom of Annandale
and Tom Phillips of Scotch Plains.
Mr. Kean previously ran for the House
seat in 2000 and United States Senate
in 2006. The 7th District includes
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside.

Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman of Ewing is seeking a fourth
term representing the 12th Congres-
sional District, which includes
Fanwood, Plainfield and most of
Scotch Plains. She will face a Pri-
mary challenge from Lisa McCormick
of Lambertville. Republican Mark
Razzoli, a retired Jersey City detec-
tive and Old Bridge councilman, also
has filed for the seat. Ms. McCormick
has run several times before, most
recently in 2019 for Union County
surrogate and in 2018 for United
States Senate.

U.S. Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ)
is seeking another term. Also filing
for the Democrats is Lawrence Hamm
of Montclair. Filing for the Republi-
cans are Rikin “Rik” Mehta of Chester,
Hirsh Singh of Linwood, Natalie Lynn
Rivera of Merchantville, Eugene T.
Anagnes of East Hanover and Patricia
Flanagan of Lawrenceville.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Primary

The Westfield Leader that the project is
part of the overall Deserted Village Mas-
ter Plan, in for which the county has
received $650,000 in grants, including
the $450,000. Historic murals in the build-
ings have been restored.

The board also approved an agreement
with NJ Transit for continuation of the
Route 2 shuttle. Debbie-Ann Anderson,
director of human services, said NJ Tran-
sit will pay $300,000, with the county
matching the amount. She said the shuttle
provides transportation for pedestrians
trying to access stores along Route 22 in
Springfield, Kenilworth and Union. Ms.
Anderson said the seven-day-per-week
shuttle served 77,251 passengers with
2,300 total trips in 2019.

Also approved was a $67,000 increase
in the contract with The Musial Group of
Mountainside for asbestos and lead-paint
surveys associated with the
reconfiguration of the county clerk’s of-
fice at the Union County Courthouse in
Elizabeth. The new contract is not to
exceed $340,985, according to the reso-
lution.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said the
construction is being done in phases. She
said the addition of customized election
ballots on site has “necessitated a whole
new design of the office.” She said the
money includes both a temporary and
permanent design of the office.

“I think that was a really important
project that you brought forward that will
serve the public for decades after that. I
appreciate the changes in your office and
how we need to change the layout of your
office to accommodate that,” Freeholder
Chairman Mirabella said.

Thursday’s meeting was held online,
with freeholders and department direc-
tors and the county manager calling in
remotely due to the ongoing coronavirus
COVID-19 pandemic. The board will
hold its meeting tonight beginning at 5
p.m. The agenda meeting will be fol-
lowed by the regular meeting.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Prosecutors

ages in various revenue categories.”
The 2020 town budget was set to be
introduced last week, but was put off
as part of the process of assessing the
impact of the virus. The state govern-
ment is now allowing municipalities
to delay introduction and adoption of
their budgets.

Scotch Plains took a similar step
last week in delaying its budget intro-
duction until later this month. Town-
ship Manager Alexander Mirabella
said Scotch Plains does not have big
revenue sources like parking and ho-
tels that would severely impact local
finances. He also expressed his hope
that mortgage companies will pay
mortgagors’ property taxes even if
monthly mortgage payments are not
being made. One bit of good news he
reported was that state aid this year
will remain the same as last year.

In Mountainside, Interim Borough
Administrator Thomas Atkins said the
plan is to go ahead with the Tuesday,
April 21 public hearing on the 2020
budget that was introduced two weeks
ago, but left open the possibility of the
spending plan being amended. He said
there are several areas of concern from
a revenue standpoint, including con-
struction code fees, investment inter-
est now that interest rates have dropped
to near zero, and fees for recreation
programs and the municipal swim-
ming pool.

Fanwood Borough Council Presi-
dent Erin McElroy-Barker said the
governing body is holding off pre-
senting this year’s budget because,
“we have to wait and see what the
damage is and what the help from state
and federal funds might be.” Speaking
to The Leader, she seemed not to hold
out much hope for federal aid, saying
the recently-enacted $2.2-trillion aid
package earmarks direct aid only for
towns with populations in excess of
500,000. She said borough officials
are “doing our best to limit our expen-
ditures to the most-essential items.
Everything else will have to be on
hold.” For now, she added, “our first
priority is helping Fanwood families
get through this and recover.”

Cranford’s 2020 municipal budget
has been introduced and Township
Administrator Jamie Cryan told The
Leader he is planning to hold a public
hearing on Tuesday, April 14. He ad-
mitted that the situation regarding the
township’s finances is “fluid” and said
that he is in regular contact with the
state Department of Community Af-
fairs about the budget and what ef-
fects state finances could have on
Cranford.

“This is not like a hurricane where it
starts on one day and ends a few days

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Financial Hits
later,” he said, referring to the
coronavirus and its impact. “This is
ongoing.”

In Garwood, the borough council,
anticipating reduced revenues, has
transferred $35,000 from its $150,000
capital budget to the municipal budget
and also is waiving late fees for quar-
terly property-tax payments.

All towns also will experience a
loss of municipal court fees now that
the State Supreme Court has adjourned
all local court cases until Sunday, April
26.

meetings have been canceled until fur-
ther notice.

Also present during the call-in meet-
ing was Megan Avallone, health officer
for the Westfield Regional Health De-
partment, which serves eight local com-
munities including Garwood.

In her report, Ms. Avallone stated that
cases in New Jersey were on the rise,
noting that as of last Thursday’s meeting,
the number was 6,876 cases in the state,
of which 432 were from Union County.
She noted that the numbers were off and
lower than the actual cases because of the
number of days it takes to get test results
back, and also the lack of available tests.

She also reported that Union County’s
testing site at Kean University, which
opened March 23, is by appointment and
that those to be tested need a prescription
from a healthcare provider. She told audi-
ence members that the test consists of a
swab inside the nasal cavity.

Ms. Avallone concluded by noting that
additional information on the virus could
be found on the Westfield Regional Health
Department, New Jersey Department of
Health and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC) websites.

Garwood council members thanked
Ms. Avallone for her valuable informa-
tion and also urged residents and mem-
bers of surrounding areas who were pa-
tronizing their local supermarkets to prop-
erly dispose of their gloves if they use
them while shopping. It was reported that
there have been many disposable gloves
littering the parking lots of local stores.

In other business, it was reported that
late fees on quarterly property taxes would
be waived to help residents who are
experiencing financial hardship during
the pandemic. It was reported that $35,000
was taken from the borough capital im-
provement line of the municipal budget
to make up for a decline in revenue.
Instead of $150,000 in the capital im-
provement line there will now be
$115,000. It was noted that the budget
would be on the agenda in April and
slides regarding the budget can be found
on the Garwood website.

The next council meeting is scheduled
for Thursday, April 9, at 7:15 p.m., and
will be another call-in meeting. To par-
ticipate in the meeting, residents need to
call (908) 219-8780. When prompted for
a conference number, use 07027 fol-
lowed by the password, which is 4030.
Residents can use a cell phone or landline
to call in. It is recommended that partici-
pants call by 7 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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STAY STRONG...With their in-person events on hold, Mix + Mingle is focusing
on their company’s mission to bring people together (albeit virtually) with “Stay
Strong” balloon creations. The Carnucci family (pictured), who also own Westfield
Health and Rehab, encouraged others on their block to do so. Dream Factory
Balloons is donating 20 percent of the purchase to Westfield United Fund's
#WeLoveLocal initiative to help small businesses during this difficult time. To
donate or apply, visit www.westfieldunitedfund.org.

Cranford Gets Update
On COVID-19 Virus

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Township Health
Officer F. Michael Fitzpatrick pro-
vided COVID-19 updates during the
township committee’s remotely-held
regular meeting on Tuesday, answer-
ing questions from the governing body
and the public. He said between two
and 14 days after exposure, if infected,
individuals will display symptoms of
the virus.

Two common symptoms include
shortness of breath and a fever that can
be calculated beginning as a consis-
tent 99.6 and above body temperature.
Residents displaying symptoms or with
concerns should call (908) 373-5105
for a preliminary screening, Mr.
Fitzpatrick said.

Of more than 40,000 tests done in
New Jersey, 63 percent are negative,
and 37 to 38 percent are positive,
stated Mr. Fitzpatrick.

Residents displaying COVID-19
symptoms can receive a test at Kean
University, which has established a
drive-through test center for those with
a doctor’s prescription, stated Mr.
Fitzpatrick. He said that after testing,
the results will be confirmed as posi-
tive or negative within three to six
days. He said depending on exposure,
symptoms and severity, some people
who test positive for COVID-19 may
need to be hospitalized or quarantined
based on the test center and medical
prognosis.

Always, he said, individuals who
show symptoms should report imme-
diately to a healthcare provider or call
the hotline assistance number provided,
stated Mr. Fitzpatrick. If the patient is
symptomatic, but stable, he or she will
be sent home to monitor, quarantine,
and isolate themselves from other fam-
ily members.

After the individual is scientifically

confirmed positive, his or her statistics
will be recorded in a private disease
control database which federal and
state officials are using to combat the
disease, stated Mr. Fitzpatrick. Health
officials will interview the COVID-
19-positive individual to learn who he
or she has been in contact with over the
prior 14 days and, more importantly,
most frequently.

He said as of Monday, Cranford had
57 confirmed COVID cases. Com-
missioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. said
Cranford has volunteer organizations
which will assist COVID-19-positive
individuals who are stable throughout
their infectious period or when the
disease is most infectious.

Mr. Fitzpatrick added that the vol-
unteers will run errands for a COVID
patient, with limited close contact,
minimizing patients’ need to interact
with anyone besides healthcare offi-
cials.

“The vast majority of those who
have to go to the hospital and stay in
the hospital are over 50 and often have
an underlying health condition,” Mr.
Fitzpatrick said.

Mr. Fitzpatrick said the COVID-19
threat is certainly considerable for all,
as those less affected or with better
immune systems could be carriers to
others.

He said Union County’s location in
North Jersey, closer to Manhattan,
could explain why New York City
border towns and surrounding coun-
ties have been hit the hardest by the
virus. By comparison, Cumberland
County in South Jersey had 47 total
cases as of Tuesday, stated Mr.
Fitzpatrick. When the disease was car-
ried before the pandemic was appar-
ent, many residents could have been
carriers, he added.

“Our corridor touches the virus,” said
Mr. Fitzpatrick, speaking figuratively.

“How could someone differentiate
between a season allergy symptom
and COVID-19 symptoms?” Commis-
sioner Hannen questioned.

Mr. Fitzpatrick said that an early
indicator that “something is brewing”
is that the body temperature testing is
at 99.6 degrees over an extended pe-
riod or over several hours. Often when
someone’s temperature is above 100
degrees, the disease had been well
underway for a while, he said.

At Monday’s meeting, the Cranford
committee chose to postpone enact-
ment of an ordinance banning plastic
carry-out bags that was to take effect
July 1 of this year. The ordinance in-
cludes single-use plastic carry-out bags
provided at the point of sale, single-use
plastic utensils, plastic straws and stir-
rers, and plastic cups as well as lids.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
made the suggestion, which received
immediate support from both Mayor
Patrick Giblin and Deputy Mayor
Kathleen Miller Prunty.

Commissioner O’Connor said
Cranford’s plastic item ordinances
regulating small businesses will mir-
ror state-mandated ordinances, but
there will be a moratorium on any
action until Thursday, December 31.

“These businesses make our down-
town the best. We need to show we are
standing behind them,” Commissioner
O’Connor said.

Deputy Mayor Prunty stated that
right now, Americans are living in the
“most challenging, frightening times.”

“We always come together. Take
care of yourselves. Stay healthy,” she
told township residents.
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Sports -- Blue Devil Matmen
Reached Sectional Final; Finished
16-3; Raiders Restructured Lineup;
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Finished 9-17 in Girls B-Ball;
Raider Boys Won Cotoia Tourna-
ment.

COVID-19 Totals
Union County -

1,418 cases, 24 deaths
Cranford - 57 cases,  1 death
Fanwood - 8 cases, 2 deaths

Garwood - 5 cases
Mountainside - 5 cases
Scotch Plains - 30 cases

Westfield - 38 cases, 3 deaths

Call (908) 373-5105 to report
symptoms and schedule testing.

** Numbers Current as of
Wednesday Morning**

Photo Courtesy of Union County
HELPING PEOPLE...Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella, right, and Freeholder Sergio Granados (not pictured)
visit the Union County COVID-19 testing facility at Kean University in Union on Monday to receive a briefing from County
Manager Ed Oatman, left, first responders and staff manning the facility. Residents who need testing are urged to call (908)
373-5105 to set up an appointment. The facility will be open until further notice to test as many residents as possible.

STAY STRONG...With their in-person events on hold, Mix + Mingle is focusing
on their company’s mission to bring people together (albeit virtually) with “Stay
Strong” balloon creations. Dream Factory Balloons is donating 20 percent of the
purchase to WestfieldUnited Fund's #WeLoveLocal initiative to help small busi-
nesses during this difficult time. To donate or apply visit
www.westfieldunitedfund.org.

Towns Readying For Virus-
Related Financial Hits

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – While it is still too early to
know precisely the coronavirus
COVID-19’s impact on municipal fi-
nances, area towns are starting to
make assessments and take initial
steps as they face reduced revenues
and increased expenses related to the
pandemic.

With local businesses mostly shut
and residents being urged to remain
at home, area downtowns and their
fee-based parking lots are mostly
empty. Laid-off workers are not spend-
ing money and also may be putting
off a long-planned home-improve-
ment project that might have required
town-issued permits. Meanwhile, lo-
cal first responders are stretched as
they deal with an increase in calls
from residents concerned about the
spreading virus, which has infected
some 17,000 residents in the state and
resulted in close to 200 deaths.

State government finances will take
a big hit, and last week, some $920
million in state spending was frozen
to deal with the financial and medical
fallout. State Treasurer Elizabeth
Maher Muoio said the virus’ impact
is “unpredictable and rapidly chang-
ing” and that the pandemic will nega-
tively impact the state’s economy and
financial condition.

Big declines in revenues are ex-
pected due to lower personal and
corporate income-tax payments and
reduced sales-tax revenues. Mean-
while, pension payments will rise due
to the stock market’s crash over the
past six weeks.

Lori Buckelew, senior legislative
analyst at the New Jersey State League
of Municipalities, said the organiza-
tion has been issuing guidance to its
member towns on a variety of mat-
ters. “It’s unclear what the financial
impact [on municipalities] is going to
be,” she told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “But there will be an
impact, although it’s unclear at this
time.”

She said towns may see declines in
revenues from, for instance, construc-
tion code fees, but she wondered if
those losses would be shorter term
before they are made up later in the
year as the virus’ effects fade. Ms.
Buckelew also wondered if towns
will see an increased number of tax
appeals, especially from commercial
businesses hit hard by the mandated
closures.

While local government officials
The Times spoke with said it is too
early to fully know the impact on their
towns’ finances, Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea said that, “we
will experience severe revenue short-
ages in various revenue categories.”
The 2020 town budget was set to be
introduced last week, but was put off
as part of the process of assessing the
impact of the virus. The state govern-

ment is now allowing municipalities
to delay introduction and adoption of
their budgets.

Scotch Plains took a similar step
last week in delaying its budget intro-
duction until later this month. Town-
ship Manager Alexander Mirabella
said Scotch Plains does not have big
revenue sources like parking and ho-
tels that would severely impact local
finances. He also expressed his hope
that mortgage companies will pay
mortgagors’ property taxes even if
monthly mortgage payments are not
being made. One bit of good news he
reported was that state aid this year
will remain the same as last year.

In Mountainside, Interim Borough
Administrator Thomas Atkins said
the plan is to go ahead with the Tues-
day, April 21 public hearing on the
2020 budget that was introduced two
weeks ago, but left open the possibil-
ity of the spending plan being
amended. He said there are several
areas of concern from a revenue stand-
point, including construction code
fees, investment interest now that in-
terest rates have dropped to near zero,
and fees for recreation programs and
the municipal swimming pool.

Fanwood Borough Council Presi-
dent Erin McElroy-Barker said the
governing body is holding off pre-
senting this year’s budget because,
“we have to wait and see what the
damage is and what the help from
state and federal funds might be.”
Speaking to The Times, she seemed
not to hold out much hope for federal
aid, saying the recently-enacted $2.2-
trillion aid package earmarks direct
aid only for towns with populations in
excess of 500,000. She said borough
officials are “doing our best to limit
our expenditures to the most-essen-
tial items. Everything else will have
to be on hold.” For now, she added,
“our first priority is helping Fanwood

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SIGN OF THE TIMES...Union County parks remain open for walking, running
and biking; but playgrounds are closed in an effort to stem spread of COVID-19.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

District Staff Adapting to
Remote Learning Practices

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Superinten-
dent of Schools Joan Mast, Ed.D.,
announced at Thursday’s board of
education meeting that the district’s
buildings will remain closed until at
least Thursday, April 30, with stu-
dents continuing the school year
remotely from their homes.

“Our brick-and-mortar schools
were transformed into a virtual
school in two days,” said Superin-
tendent Mast at the board’s meet-
ing, which was held remotely to
comply with federal and state ad-
vised social-distancing practices
under the coronavirus COVID-19
state of emergency.

Initially, district administrators
and teachers planned for remote
learning for a several-week period,
the superintendent said. COVID-
19 has extended remote learning
indefinitely at “this point in time,”
she said.

“We have developed a phenom-
enal structure for all teachers to
work cohesively. We’re continuing
to move learning forward,” Super-
intendent Mast said.

Teachers have made themselves
flexible for students through a trans-
formed office approach, the super-
intendent stated. She said office
hours allow for students to ask ques-
tions and receive more direct school-
ing and one-on-one time with the
teacher.

District supervisors have adapted
professional development criteria
and programming to fit the remote
conditions placed on the district,
she explained, noting that the su-
pervisors’ efforts maintain high pro-
fessional standards and makes pro-
fessional development possible dur-
ing daunting times.

“Kids get excited to come to
school to be with friends. It’s not an
easy time. We need to pay attention
to the well-being of everyone dur-
ing this trying time,” Superinten-
dent Mast said.

Several board of education mem-
bers acknowledged the efforts dis-
trict teachers and leaders have made
to make the transition as seamless
as possible.

“A lot of our teaching staff are
parents with their own children.
They’re trying to home school their
own children while at the same time
teaching our children,” stated board
member Amy Winkler.

Ms. Winkler said she wanted to
thank all the teachers who have made
the transition easier through hard
work and steadfast diligence.

“To our whole staff, thank you.
That is my point,” she said.

Board member Stephanie Suriani
said that although students are sepa-
rated from their friends and their
normal learning spaces, they are
not isolated.

The district has taken Spirit Week
virtual, stated Ms. Suriani.

“I appreciate all the spirit and
adaptability of teachers and admin-
istrators still facilitating a sense of
community in the school system,”
said Ms. Suriani in describing Spirit
Week.

She added that students are post-
ing photos through teacher-ap-
proved methods showing their
school spirit through different spirit
challenges.

The challenges included photos
featuring students wearing school
colors and other regalia, stated Ms.
Suriani.

Board President Karen
Kulikowski said that during the
COVID-19 outbreak the district is
using the vacant school time to be-
gin planned maintenance repairs.
She said maintenance repairs are
often completed during extended
school breaks, including holidays
and over the summer.

Ms. Kulikowski said these repairs
include the Brunner Elementary
School gymnasium as well as re-
placement of 51 booth cafeteria
tables at Scotch Plains-Fanwood

Candidates File for Federal,
County, Municipal Races

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — June’s Primary Elec-
tion will see a nine-candidate Demo-
cratic race for freeholder, as well as
races for sheriff and county clerk, and
a four-candidate battle among Re-
publicans for two seats on the
Garwood Borough Council. In addi-
tion, Cranford Mayor Patrick Giblin
is not seeking reelection to the town-
ship committee.

State, county and municipal candi-

dates filed nominating petitions by
Monday’s 4 p.m. deadline to run in
the Tuesday, June 2 Primary.

This year there will be a mayoral
and township council races in Scotch
Plains. Mayor Al Smith, a Republi-
can, who is seeking a second term,
faces a challenge from Deputy Mayor
Joshua Losardo, a Democrat. Repub-
lican incumbent Ted Spera is opposed
by Democrat Ellen Zimmerman in
the race for township council.

Cranford Mayor Giblin released a

statement announcing that he is not
seeking reelection.

“I am honored to have served
Cranford for the past five years and
look forward to continued service
over the next nine months and in the
future,” Mayor Giblin said. “My fo-
cus over the next months will be to
guide Cranford through this health
and economic crisis. I look forward
to getting through this challenging
time with my fellow residents.”

Scotch Plains Council Pledges
Support for New Library

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The town-
ship council last week enacted two
ordinances and also pledged its fi-
nancial support for the construction
of a new library.

At its meeting on March 24, an
ordinance was passed to put in place
no stopping/no standing rules at the
intersections of Park Avenue and
Bartle Avenue, Park Avenue and
Church Avenue and Park Avenue
and the driveway leading to the
municipal parking lot adjacent to
the municipal building. The restric-
tions will be in effect on both sides
of Park Avenue day and night for

the entire week.
Another ordinance was enacted

in an effort to boost access to Scotch
Hills Country Club for teenagers
and pre-teenagers who may be in-
terested in golfing. Certain fees will
be lowered or even waived for those
in those age categories.

The council also passed several
resolutions pertaining to plans for a
new library, which would be built
on the parking lot that now fronts
the current facility. A grant applica-
tion will be submitted for up to $6
million to be used towards con-
struction of a new library, with the
township pledging to match any

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD

ORDINANCE NO. 20-03

CALENDAR YEAR 2020
ORDINANCE TO

ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A:4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap
Law, N.J.S. 40A:4-45.1 et.seq., provides
that in the preparation of its annual budget,
a municipality shall limit any increase in
said final budget appropriations to 2.50%
unless authorized by ordinance to increase
it to 3.5% over the previous years final
appropriations; and,

WHEREAS, a municipality may, by ordi-
nance, bank the difference between its
final budget appropriations and the 3.5%
increase authorized by this ordinance when
said difference is not appropriated as part
of the final budget; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the
Borough of Garwood, County of Union,
hereby determines that this difference in
the amount of $63,844.02 that is not ap-
propriated as part of the final 2019 budget
shall be retained as an exception to the
final appropriations in either of the next two
succeeding years.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED,
that any amount authorized herein above
that is not appropriated as part of the final
budget shall be retained as an exception to
final appropriation in either of the next two
succeeding years; and,

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a
certified copy of this ordinance as intro-
duced be filed with the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services
within 5 days of introduction; and

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED that a cer-
tified copy of this ordinance upon adop-
tion, with the recorded vote included
thereon, be filed with said Director within 5
days after such adoption.

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 20-03 was introduced and passed on
first reading at a meeting of the Borough
Council of the Borough of Garwood, in the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held
on the  26th DAY OF MARCH, 2020, and
that Ordinance No. 20-03, will be taken up
for further consideration for final passage
at the meeting of said Borough Council to
be held at its meeting room in the Munici-
pal Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey, on the 9th DAY OF APRIL,
2020, at 7:15 p.m., or as soon thereafter as
said matter can be heard, at which time
and place all persons who may be inter-
ested therein will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same.

ATTEST:
Christina Ariemma

Municipal Clerk
1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $56.10

Neighbor/Senior Buddy
Program Launched

‘Shop Local 2020’ Launched
To Assist Garwood Businesses

As the spread of COVID-19 con-
tinues to disrupt our daily lives, we
recognize that this ongoing public
health issue is having a particularly
hard impact on Garwood’s locally-
owned, independent businesses.
Many of our local stores have closed
to reduce the spread of the virus.

Meanwhile, others are providing es-
sential services and have adapted to
the orders given by the State of New
Jersey by offering pick-up or delivery
services.

During these challenging times, we
want our small businesses to know
we support them. So we are announc-
ing the launch of our “Shop Local
2020” initiative to provide our lo-
cally-owned, independent businesses
with assistance.

This initiative will connect
Garwood residents to local businesses
and provide updated information on
local stores and restaurants through-
out the COVID-19 pandemic. The
borough will also be working closely
with these businesses and provide
additional resources and support
throughout this public health crisis,
such as the ability to create online gift
certificate sales.

Garwood’s small businesses are an
essential part of what makes our small
town great. In many cases, the owners
of these businesses are our friends and
neighbors. These businesses provide
our residents with a variety of shop-
ping, dining, and entertainment options,
and provide critical support for many
of our local non-profit organizations.

Residents can join us in supporting
our favorite Garwood stores and res-
taurants by following our borough
Facebook page at https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
garwoodboroughgovernment/ and by
signing up for our borough email
newsletter at https://bit.ly/3duP6gE.

Business owners who would like to
learn more should feel free to reach
out to Garwood resident Andrew
Wiecek, who is leading this initiative
at shoplocal@garwood.org or to me
personally at
STodisco@garwood.org.

Mayor Sara Todisco
Garwood

MOUNTAINSIDE — In response
to the coronavirus COVID-19 pan-
demic, Mountainside has launched a
“neighbor/senior buddy” program.
Under the Director of Senior Coordi-
nator Kim Moriak, volunteers are
paired with a senior or someone in
need to shop for groceries and deliver
meals weekly.

More than 30 volunteers are in
place who have adopted a senior.
Mazzella’s, the Mountainside Deli
and Mosiaco and Chrone’s Tavern
are providing either free or reduced
cost meals weekly. Volunteers meet
at the Mountainside Public Library

where the meals are distributed and
ultimately delivered to the seniors.

“I’m so proud of all the volunteers
who have stepped up in this time of
crisis,” Mayor Paul Mirabelli said.
“Our seniors are the backbone of this
community and I know they are so
appreciative of these efforts to keep
them safe. I would like to thank Kim
Moriak and all the volunteers who are
helping those in need.”

If someone is in need of a volunteer
for shopping or food delivery, please
contact Ms. Moriak at (908) 812-
4434 or kmoriak@mountainside-
nj.com.

families get through this and recover.”
Cranford’s 2020 municipal budget

has been introduced and Township
Administrator Jamie Cryan told The
Times he is planning to hold a public
hearing on Tuesday, April 14. He ad-
mitted that the situation regarding the
township’s finances is “fluid” and said
that he is in regular contact with the
state Department of Community Af-
fairs about the budget and what effects
state finances could have on Cranford.

“This is not like a hurricane where
it starts on one day and ends a few
days later,” he said, referring to the
coronavirus and its impact. “This is
ongoing.”

In Garwood, the borough council,
anticipating reduced revenues, has
transferred $35,000 from its $150,000
capital budget to the municipal bud-
get and also is waiving late fees for
quarterly property-tax payments.

All towns also will experience a
loss of municipal court fees now that
the State Supreme Court has ad-
journed all local court cases until
Sunday, April 26.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Freeholders OK New Pact
With Assistant Prosecutors

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders last Thursday approved
a new three-year contract with the
county’s 62-member assistant pros-
ecutors collective bargaining unit.
The group had been without a new
contract since the end of 2017.

County Manager Ed Oatman said
the new contract is and is retroac-
tive to January 1, 2018. Members
will receive 6-percent salary in-
creases for the tenure of the con-
tract with 2 percent increases for
2018 and 2019 and the same for
2020.

Freeholder Chris Hudak com-
mended Mr. Oatman for bringing
the assistant prosecutors associa-
tion and the county prosecutor “into
a room together and hammering out
a deal.”

“I think it is a good deal for both
parties,” he said.

“It seems that we had a very upset
group (assistant prosecutors) and in
short order that has come to a good
positive conclusion for everybody,”
Freeholder Al Mirabella commented.

Mr. Mirabella’s comment was in
reference to a group of assistant pros-
ecutors attended the board’s Febru-
ary 6 meeting seeking a new contract.

Juan Fernandez, representing the
collective bargaining unit, said sev-
eral recent promotions in the
prosecutor’s office might have im-
pacted the assistant prosecutors’ con-
tract. He said at the February meeting
that promotions for three individuals
in the prosecutor’s office totaled
$90,000 per year.

“That would have covered a large
amount of the 2-percent increase we
were seeking for 62 members of the
Assistant Prosecutors Association,”
he said at the time, noting that the 2-
percent raise would cost the county
$130,000.

The board, likewise, approved a
new three-year contract with the
Council No. 8. This contract also is
retroactive to January 1, 2018, and
includes 2-percent raises in each of
the three years, for a 6-percent total.
Council 8 includes non-supervisory
blue-collar and white-collar workers
throughout the county, excluding po-
lice and professional job titles.

Mr. Hudak said both contracts are
“within the guidelines of our collec-
tive bargaining agreements.”

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to “establish rea-
sonable qualifications for prospec-
tive bidders” for improvements to
buildings no. 4 and 7 at the county’s
Deserted Village of Feltville/Glenside
Park historic site, located at 9 Cata-
ract Hollow Road in Berkeley
Heights.

Ron Zuber, director of parks and
recreation, said the county wants to
stabilize the two buildings that he
said were built in 1845. He said the
improvements will include the roofs,
which are leaking, exterior walls and
architecture, trim, and the basements.

“We are also going to introduce a
new electrical system into these build-
ings so we can provide heat,” he said.

Mr. Zuber said the budget for the
project is $900,000, which includes a
$450,000 state grant for the project.
Mr. Zuber told The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times that the project is
part of the overall Deserted Village
Master Plan, in for which the county
has received $650,000 in grants, in-
cluding the $450,000. Historic mu-
rals in the buildings have been re-
stored.

The board also approved an agree-
ment with NJ Transit for continuation
of the Route 2 shuttle. Debbie-Ann
Anderson, director of human services,
said NJ Transit will pay $300,000,
with the county matching the amount.
She said the shuttle provides trans-
portation for pedestrians trying to
access stores along Route 22 in
Springfield, Kenilworth and Union.
Ms. Anderson said the seven-day-
per-week shuttle served 77,251 pas-
sengers with 2,300 total trips in 2019.

Also approved was a $67,000 in-
crease in the contract with The Musial
Group of Mountainside for asbestos
and lead-paint surveys associated with
the reconfiguration of the county
clerk’s office at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth. The new
contract is not to exceed $340,985,
according to the resolution.

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi said
the construction is being done in
phases. She said the addition of cus-
tomized election ballots on site has
“necessitated a whole new design of
the office.” She said the money in-
cludes both a temporary and perma-
nent design of the office.

“I think that was a really important
project that you brought forward that will
serve the public for decades after that. I
appreciate the changes in your office and
how we need to change the layout of your
office to accommodate that,” Freeholder
Chairman Mirabella said.

Thursday’s meeting was held
online, with freeholders and depart-
ment directors and the county man-
ager calling in remotely due to the
ongoing coronavirus COVID-19 pan-
demic. The board will hold its meet-
ing tonight beginning at 5 p.m. The
agenda meeting will be followed by
the regular meeting.

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
FOUND IT!...Westfielders displayed bears for children to “hunt” as they walked
with their families or drove around town this week. The inspiration came from the
children’s book “We’re Going on a Bear Hunt”. This one was spotted hiding in a
mailbox on Harrison Avenue.

Photo Courtesy of Mirek and Aldona Walus
HAPPY TRAILS...Postman Joe Sarica said good-bye to his route from a social
distance upon his retirement this week. Residents described Mr. Sarica as a bright
spot, even on a gray and gloomy day.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Council

High School and the School One air
conditioning and heating unit.

It was announced that next
month’s board meetings will be held
via Google Hangouts login, for
which instructions can be found on
the district’s website. Residents can
submit questions or comments for
the meeting’s public commentary
section by emailing
boe@spfk12.org.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SPF BOE

Democrats Brian Andrews, direc-
tor for international public policy at
Audible, and Jason Gareis, an attor-
ney, will face Republicans Chrissa
Stulpin and Gina Black. Democrats
currently hold a 4-to-1 majority on
the township committee. Mr. Andrews
finished third last year, 38 votes be-
hind Mary O’Connor in a four-candi-
date field for committee seats.

Incumbent Jean-Albert
Maisonneuve also is not seeking re-
election.

In Garwood, four Republicans and
two Democrats filed for two seats on
the borough council. Filing for the
Republicans are Jesse Wilson and
Joseph Nicastro, both endorsed by
the local Republican organization, and
current Councilman Richard
McCormack and Anthony Goodell,
both running under the slogan Re-
publicans of Garwood 1903. Demo-
cratic Councilman Russ Graham is
seeking reelection. His running mate
on the party’s organization line is
Vincent Kearney, who most recently
ran for council in a four-candidate
field in 2018. Mr. Nicastro ran for the
council last November. Democrats
hold a 5-to-1 majority on the council
in addition to holding the mayor’s
office.

Mountainside Councilwoman
Deanna Andre, who has been a coun-
cilwoman for 10 years, is seeking
reelection. She is joined on the Re-
publican ticket by Steven Matejek, a
CPA. No Democrats filed for the two
council seats. Veteran Councilman
Keith Turner is not seeking reelec-
tion. Republicans hold all six seats on
the borough council as well as the
mayor’s office.

Fanwood incumbent Council mem-
bers Anthony Carter and Jeffrey
Banks, both Democrats, have filed
for reelection. No Republican candi-
dates filed for the two council seats.

There is no municipal race in
Westfield this year.

At the county level, nine Demo-
crats and three Republicans filed for

award by the state up to that amount.
In other business, Deputy Fire

Chief Skip Paal briefed the council
about his department’s activities
amidst the coronavirus outbreak.
He said federal emergency-manage-
ment grants will be applied for to
help the fire department with costs
involved in the daily cleaning and
sanitizing of its equipment.

He also said that, given the cur-
rent situation, smoke-detector and
carbon-monoxide inspections for
new owners of one- and two-family
dwellings are being suspended for
the time being. In lieu of an in-home
inspection, homeowners will be able
to provide a notarized affidavit that
the required fire-prevention devices
are in place and in working order.

The council also introduced ordi-
nances creating new overlay zones
for several areas along Park Av-
enue, East Second Street, Front
Street and Terrill Road where rede-
velopment efforts are slated to take
place. The zones will create, in es-
sence, a second zone on top of ex-
isting zones in an effort to ease any
future planned developments on
those streets. Creation of the over-
lay zones was mandated by a court
last year and must be put into place
by the end of June.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Primary Election Filing
three seats on the nine-member free-
holder board. Incumbent Democratic
Freeholders Chris Hudak of Linden
and Angela Garretson of Hillside are
joined by Lourdes Leon of Elizabeth,
who is replacing veteran Freeholder
Angel Estrada. Mr. Estrada is retiring
from the board.

Also seeking the Democratic
Party’s nomination in the Primary are
Brianna Armstead, Daniel Yamakaitis
and Alfredo Gonzalez, all of Linden,
running under the slogan Democrats
United for Progress, a group affili-
ated with Linden Mayor Derek
Armstead; and Aissa Catherine Heath
of Elizabeth, Justin Paul O’Hea of
Garwood and Hector Meneses, Jr. of
Linden, running on the slogan “No
Me, Us.”

Filing for the Republicans are Jo-
seph R. Sarno III of Scotch Plains, a
former Garwood councilman, Mark
Shore of Westfield and Paul M.
Verzosa of Union.

Also up this year are the offices of
county clerk and sheriff. Long-time
Democratic County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi of Union is seeking reelec-
tion. She is being challenged by Sean
M. Smith of Scotch Plains, who is
running under the “Not Me, Us” slo-
gan. Peter B. Lijoi of Summit has
filed his candidacy for the Republi-
can Party.

First-term Sheriff Peter Corvelli of
Kenilworth is being challenged in his
quest for reelection by former
Fanwood councilman Jack Molenaar.
Republican Dorothy Burger of Sum-
mit also is running for sheriff.

In an email to this newspaper from
Mr. Molenaar, he said the “Not Me,
Us” line is affiliated with the New
Jersey Progressive Democrats of
Union County, of which he is a found-
ing member. Mr. Molenaar ran for
freeholder in last year’s Primary elec-
tion.

“NJPD-UC is a New Jersey non-
profit organization which advocates
for a progressive policy agenda and
for transparency and ethics in gov-
ernment,” according to its website.

At the federal level, freshman Con-
gressman Tom Malinowski (D-
Somerville) faces a challenge from
State Senate Republican Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. of Westfield in
the race for the 7th Congressional
District seat. Also filing are Republi-
cans Raafat Barsoom of Annandale
and Tom Phillips of Scotch Plains.
Mr. Kean previously ran for the House
seat in 2000 and United States Senate
in 2006. The 7th District includes
Westfield, Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside.

Congresswoman Bonnie Watson
Coleman of Ewing is seeking a
fourth term representing the 12th
Congressional District, which in-
cludes Fanwood, Plainfield and
most of Scotch Plains. She will face
a Primary challenge from Lisa
McCormick of Lambertville. Re-
publican Mark Razzoli, a retired
Jersey City detective and Old Bridge
councilman, also has filed for the
seat. Ms. McCormick has run sev-
eral times before, most recently in
2019 for Union County surrogate
and in 2018 for United States Sen-
ate.

U.S. Senator Cory Booker (D-NJ)
is seeking another term. Also filing
for the Democrats is Lawrence Hamm
of Montclair. Filing for the Republi-
cans are Rikin “Rik” Mehta of Chester,
Hirsh Singh of Linwood, Natalie Lynn
Rivera of Merchantville, Eugene T.
Anagnes of East Hanover and Patricia
Flanagan of Lawrenceville.

STAY STRONG...With their in-person events on hold, Mix + Mingle is focusing
on their company’s mission to bring people together (albeit virtually) with “Stay
Strong” balloon creations. The Carnucci family (pictured), who also own Westfield
Health and Rehab, encouraged others on their block to do so. Dream Factory
Balloons is donating 20 percent of the purchase to Westfield United Fund's
#WeLoveLocal initiative to help small businesses during this difficult time. To
donate or apply, visit www.westfieldunitedfund.org.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,

child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016

(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

FAIRVIEW CEMETERY 

Dedicated to providing 
compassionate care 
and dignified  service 
for its Owners and the 
Community for  150 
years. Located in   
Westfield NJ, the Cem-

etery is in an area of 
natural beauty – roll-
ing wooded hills sur-
rounding a tree lined 
pond, tastefully land-
scaped and expertly 
maintained.  

Beauty, Dignity & Peace 

 

Lots,  Graves, Niches &  

Mausoleums.  

Faithfully Serving the Public  

Since 1868 on 105 Acres 

Fairview Cemetery 
& Arboretum 
1100 East Broad Street 

Westfield NJ 07090 
(908) 232-0781 

 
Fairviewcemetery1.com 

  Instagram at #Fairviewcemetery 
 

Pond View Mausoleum 
Now  Available  

  “A Lasting Memorial, A Fitting Tribute” 

We’re your neighbor’s
landscaper.

We'd like to be yours
as well.

Now booking for 2020. Let ONE company ...

Call, email or chat
with us today!

(908) 654-1155
info@scape-abilities.com

Lawn
Treatments
& Cutting

Lighting &
Sprinklers

Bed
Programs

Mosquito &
Deer repellant

Pruning
options

Gutter cleaning,
Pest prevention

So much
more

Coleman Supports Passage
Of COVID Relief Package

April 8 Is Deadline to
Change Party Affiliation

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Elections reminds voters who
plan to change their party affiliation
that they must do so by Wednesday,
April 8, in order to participate in their
new party’s Presidential Primary
Election on Tuesday, June 2.

“Voters often do not realize that the
deadline to change their affiliation is
set long before Primary Day,” Board
of Elections Administrator Nicole
DiRado said.

The Board of Elections is currently
working remotely. Voters who wish to
process changes to their party
affiliation can do so only by mail at this
time as an original signature is required.

Voters with questions, or who need a
form mailed to them can call (908) 527-
4121 and leave a message for a return call.
Voters may also email ucboe@ucnj.org
mailto:ucboe@ucnj.org for a prompt
reply.

Voters may also download a form
by visiting https://nj.gov/state/
elections/assets/pdf/forms-party-
affiliation/party-affiliation-form.pdf
for an English form.

Forms in Spanish are available at
https://nj.gov/state/elections/assets/

pdf/forms-party-affiliation/party-
affiliation-form-spanish.pdf.

Completed forms with original
signatures can be mailed to: Union
County Board of Elections, 271 North
Broad Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07208.

The Board of Elections advises
voters that visitors to the New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Commission Office
often may inadvertently change their
party affiliation during their
transaction, and may not have even
noticed it. Calling the Board of
Elections is the best way for voters
ensure they are ready to vote for their
party’s presidential nominee.

The April 8 deadline does not apply
to voters who are currently unaffiliated.
Unaffiliated voters may declare their
party when they vote on June 2.
Unaffiliated voters who vote by mail
will have an opportunity to declare
their affiliation as they receive a ballot
for each party, and should return only
the ballot for the party affiliation they
are declaring.

For all Board of Elections
information visit online at ucnj.org/
ucboe, call (908) 527-4121 or email at
ucboe@ucnj.org.

Test Center Expands to First
Responders, Health Care

Workers From New Jersey

Guidance for Visiting Parks
During COVID

COUNTY — In order to help key
emergency personnel get a COVID-
19 test as quickly as possible, the
Union County COVID-19 test center
at Kean University in Union is now
available to first responders and
certain health care workers in New
Jersey, regardless of their place of
work or residence.

Those covered by the new
procedures are: firefighters, police
officers, EMTs, 911 tele-
communicators, Medical Reserve
Corps members, all hospital
employees, staff at long-term care
facilities and nursing homes, and
home health aides.

The expanded service is in response
to limited availability of testing
statewide.

“Union County is taking this
extraordinary statewide measure to
support emergency personnel in New
Jersey, so those who need a test can
get one without any further delay,”
Freeholder Chairman Alexander
Mirabella said.

Beginning Monday, first responders
and certain health care workers in
New Jersey seeking a COVID-19 test,
regardless of residence, can follow
these steps:

1. Call the Union County Test
Center at (908) 373-5105 (no walk-
ins are admitted).

2. Discuss symptoms by phone with
a triage nurse. The nurse will schedule
an appointment at the test center for
patients who meet guidelines
established by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

3. Persons with an appointment
can proceed to the testing center at

their scheduled time (no doctor visit
or prescription is required).

In addition to first responders and
certain health workers, all Union
County residents with COVID-19
symptoms can call the test center
and follow the same telemedicine
process.

“The test center serves every patient
who meets the CDC guidelines, even
if they have no health insurance or
personal doctor. COVID-19 knows
no barriers, and our response to the
crisis must be barrier-free as well,”
Freeholder Chairman Mirabella
emphasized.

“The test center has also become a
vital emergency response asset on a
broader level,” he added. “By
performing scores of triage interviews
daily, it enables doctors in our
community to focus more attention
on treating patients.”

The test center is located at the
Kean University Campus on Morris
Avenue in Union Township. It is open
Mondays through Fridays from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m.

The test center is available on a
drive-through basis only. Testing is
free.

For  more informat ion and
updates on all Union County
services during the COVID-19
outbreak,  v is i t  ucnj .org/
coronavirus-update.

For general information about
COVID-19 and phone contacts for
24/7 assistance with questions, visit
the New Jersey Department of Health
at nj.gov/health/cd/topics/
covid2019.

Courtesy County of Union
RAMPING UP...The Union County COVID-19 test center at Kean University in
Union, shown above from the air, is now available to first responders and certain
health care workers in New Jersey, regardless of their place of work or residence.
Please see story at right.

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders reminds
all residents to maintain precautions
against spreading or contracting the
COVID-19 coronavirus in Union
County parks.

“COVID-19 does not disappear
outdoors,” Union County Freeholder
Chairman Alexander Mirabella said.
“Members of the public who visit
county parks must continue to protect
themselves and others from
contracting this deadly disease. Let’s
all remain vigilant and look out for
one another as we work through this
challenging time together.”

People can carry the virus without
symptoms and infect others, whether
indoors or outside. Park visitors must
maintain a safe “social distance” of
six feet apart from others in order to
reduce the risk of spreading or
contracting COVID-19.

In accordance with statewide stay-
at-home regulations ordered by New
Jersey Governor Phil Murphy on
March 21, individual activities like
walking, jogging, and bicycling are
permitted in Union County parks.
Activities with immediate family
members, caretakers, household
members, or romantic partners are
also permitted.

Other gatherings and group
activities are prohibited. Visitors are
advised to avoid congested areas.
When using pathways and trails give
way to others, in order to maintain a
six-foot distance.

All restrooms in county parks are
closed in order to reduce the risk of
spreading COVID-19. Visitors should
plan ahead and use facilities at home.

Playgrounds, dog parks, and other
recreation areas in county parks are
closed in order to reduce the risk of
spreading COVID-19, including golf
courses and the Trailside Museum
and Science Center among other
facilities.

Park visitors are urged to stay on
marked trails in order to preserve
fragile native habitat in county parks.
The taking of plants and other wildlife
is prohibited. Share paved paths by
keeping to the right unless passing
others. Bicycles are permitted only
on paved paths. Dogs must be kept on
leash. All trash must be carried out
where receptacles are full or
unavailable.

For more information and updates
on all county services during the
COVID-19 outbreak, visit ucnj.org/
coronavirus-update.

For general information about
COVID-19 and phone contacts for
24/7 assistance with questions, visit
the New Jersey Department of Health
at nj.gov/health.

EWING — Congresswoman
Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-12th,
Trenton) issued the following
statement in support of the historic
families and workers bill to provide
relief from the impact of the
coronavirus. President Trump signed
the $2-trillion relief bill on Saturday.

“Over the past few weeks we’ve
seen the tremendous impact that this
pandemic is having on everyday life
for people in this country. It has
highlighted existing flaws in our
systems that deserve our attention,
but it has also created an immediate
and overwhelming crisis for countless
families. This bill, which Democrats
fought hard to ensure would not be a
blank-check bailout for corporations,
is Congress stepping up to ensure
families can make ends meet,”
Congresswoman Watson Coleman
said. “It’s not perfect by any means —
particularly in a state like New Jersey

Cranford Democrats
Announce Candidate Slate

where the cost of living will mean that
the direct payments for families won’t
have as much impact. But it is a vital
lifeline, and I applaud its passage. We
have more to do, for our state and for
our families. This is an important step
in our continued work to see every
American family through this difficult
and uncertain time.”

Among the provisions in the bill
are:

A $150 billion State and Local
Coronavirus Relief Fund to provide
states and localities additional
resources to cope with the coronavirus
pandemic. New Jersey will receive
approximately $3.4 billion in funds
to benefit our state’s residents.

$260 billion in expanded
unemployment benefits including
providing an additional $600 per week
for the next four weeks, providing an
additional 13 weeks of federally-
funded benefits, and expanding
eligibility to include workers in the
gig economy and self-employed
workers.

Direct cash payments to lower and
middle-income Americans of $1,200
for each adult and $500 for each
child, beginning to phase out at an
annual income of $75,000 for an
individual and $150,000 for a
household. These payments will
provide individuals with the cash they
need right now to survive with much
of the economy currently shut down.

More than $375 billion in small
business relief, including $349 billion
for forgivable loans to small
businesses to pay their employees
and keep them on the payroll; $17
billion for debt relief for current and
new Small Business Administration
(SBA) borrowers; and $10 billion in
immediate disaster grants.

Approximately $200 billion for our
hospitals, health care workers, and
health research,  including expanding
funding for the personal protective
equipment (PPE) such as ventilators,
n95 masks, gowns, gloves, etc.

Another $100 billion  includes $25
billion to transit agencies  to be used
to protect the jobs of the employees
by funding their paychecks during
this public health emergency. New
Jersey would receive approximately
$1.25 billion.

Also included is $2 billion in HUD
(Housing And Urban Development)
Emergency Solution Grants to states.
These grants are designed to address
the impact of the coronavirus among
individuals and families who are
homeless or at risk of homelessness,
and to support additional homeless
assistance, prevention, and eviction
prevention assistance. Of this $2 billion,
New Jersey will receive $53 million.

New Jersey is also to garner a
mininum of $15.4 million in CDC
Coronavirus State, Local and Tribal
Grants out of $750 million included in
the bill. The money will  help agencies
cope with the public health emergency.

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Democratic Committee has
announced that Brian Andrews and
Jason Gareis will be the Democratic
candidates in the 2020 election for
the township committee.

Brian and his wife Jill Andrews are
raising two young children in town.
Mr. Andrews is an active member of
the Cranford Jaycees and previously
served on the Parks and Recreation
Committee. He chairs the Pedestrian
and Bicycle Safety Committee and
serves on the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition. He is also a board member
of the Cranford Fund for Educational
Excellence.

“Cranford is a community that
comes together in tough times. When
our town floods, neighbors help
neighbors and we rebuild. Even now,
when we need to maintain physical
distance, Cranford residents are
supporting local businesses, our
health professionals and first
responders, and each other. It is
inspiring,” Mr. Andrews said.

“The township committee has an
important role responding to this
health crisis and then supporting our
recovery,” he explained. “I spent years
serving under Democratic and
Republican administrations in
Washington D.C., and studying how
to make government more effective.
Working with Cranford residents,
businesses, and organizations, I want
to help us come out of this even
stronger in the years ahead.”

Jason Gareis, his wife Lauerin, and
his son live near Nomahegan Park
and enjoy spending time outdoors
daily. An attorney in private practice,
Mr. Gareis has spent most of his
professional career in public service
with the Union County Prosecutor’s

Tour Of Somerville
Canceled Due To COVID

SOMERVILLE — The Tour of
Somerville has been cancelled as a
result of the global coronavirus
COVID-19 pandemic. The event was
to have occurred on Sunday, May 24.

Since last year the Tour has been
preparing to host the 80th anniversary
of the 43-mile bike ride through
Somerset County.

The event host more than 25,000
spectators and over 1,000 cyclists
from around the world.

The Tour will re-examine the situation
to determine if the race will be
rescheduled or postponed until 2021.

For up to date information on the
future of the Tour, visit
www.tourofsomerville.org or their
Facebook page.

office. “I am eager to now focus on
public service in my local
community,” he said.

“My family and I enjoy every day
we spend living in Cranford,” Mr.
Gareis said. “My eight-year-old son
loves the Orange Avenue School
community and playing lacrosse as
part of the Cranford Lacrosse Club.
From walks downtown for dinner, to
township-sponsored events at the
Community Center and the overall
feeling of community, we are
reminded every day why Cranford is
such a special place.”

Serving on Cranford’s Township
Committee, he said, “would allow me
to use my nearly two decades of
problem-solving experience to help
lead Cranford forward and continue
on its path as an exceptional place to
live and raise a family.”
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Letters to the Editor

ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
75-77 N. Bridge St., Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 a.m.
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org

Alex Mirabella
amirabella@ucnj,org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Support Your Downtowns During
This National Emergency

As everyone is hunkered down under Governor
Phil Murphy’s stay-at-home order during the
corinavirus COVID-19 pandemic, it is important to
support your local business community more than
ever. Restaurants and other food establishments are
available for curbside pickup and delivery. This
newspaper has been running a list of those
establishments.

Restaurants are among those businesses labeled as
essential under Governor Murphy’s executive order
signed last month. Among other businesses listed as
essential are: farmers’ markets and farms that sell
directly to customers, pharmacies, medical supply
stores, gas stations, convenience stores, hardware
and home improvement stores, banks and financial
institutions, laundromats and dry-cleaning services,
stores that sell supplies for children under five years,
pet stores, liquor stores, car dealerships (for auto
maintenance and repair only), printing and office
supply shops, and mail and delivery stores. We urge
our readership to continue to support these businesses.

“Amid the COVID-19 crisis most downtown
Westfield restaurants are open — taking precautions
and using social distancing — to deliver the food you
want. Even restaurants that do not usually deliver are
delivering now, to homes and for curbside pickup,”

according to the Downtown Westfield Corporation
website.

Ordering from your favorite restaurant, or perhaps
one that you have always wanted to try, is a great
opportunity for you and your family and supports the
numerous restaurants in our towns that are open
during this crisis. You can check out their menus on
their websites. Some restaurants offer delivery and
there also are delivery services such as Uber Eats,
Grubhub and DeliverNow.com.

In addition to supporting our restaurant community,
please don’t forget about retailers who still can operate
online, among them those that sell shoes, clothing and
accessories. These businesses also can use your support
during this economic shutdown. Fitness studios are
offering virtual classes, medical offices have video
conferencing for patients, physical therapists are
providing virtual therapy sessions and even live-
streaming yoga. A therapist in Westfield is even
offering virtual relationship counseling.

We commend our business community for all its
members are doing to serve the public by being
creative during this unprecedented time in our history.

So please, buy local so we can keep our downtowns
in business over the weeks and/or months until this
crisis ends.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Anatine – Resembling a duck
2. Crispin – A shoemaker
3. Querl – To coil or wind round
4. Traulism – A stammering

SPRUIT
1. Gay; lighthearted
2. A small stream or creek that is often

dry
3. A small human forest denizen; an elf
4. A roof prop used in a coal mine

PILUM
1. A fur-lined gown
2. A Turkish dish consisting of boiled

rice, mutton or fish and spices
3. The paragraph symbol
4. A heavy javelin used by the Roman

infantry
MEED

1. Reward or merit
2. Withered or emaciated
3. Grief, sorrow
4. A wedge

RUMAL
1. A handkerchief
2. A small brook or rivulet
3. In India, a peasant or tenant farmer
4. A package in which pepper and

other dry products are imported

COVID  Can’t
Stop The Dance

I am a Westfield resident, a senior
at University of Delaware, and co-
executive director of UDance 2020 at
The University of Delaware.  UDance
believes every kid gets the chance to
grow up.  We spend the entire year
raising funds and awareness for the
fight against childhood cancer
benefitting The Andrew McDonough
B+ Foundation!

Due to COVID-19, our 12-hour
UDance Dance Marathon was
canceled which devastated 4,000
attendees  and 7,000 fundraisers
including students, faculty, and our
surrounding community members.
However, that did not stop us from
celebrating all our efforts and having
a final fundraising push on the 22nd.
I spent the week leading up to UDance
pushing through emotional hurdles
and disappointment to plan a virtual
UDance experience for our
community.

Despite adversity, University of
Delaware students and our community
was able to raise $1,700,117.32 for
The Andrew McDonough Be Positive
Foundation this year. It was truly
amazing to watch all the students band
together as we recognize that COVID-
19 can stop events from happening,
but it is not going to stop us from
ending childhood cancer!

Until every kid gets the chance to
grow up,

Allison Worms
Westfield

Donations Needed for
Community Foodbank
We are all thinking about the same

issues.  We are all in this together, of
course, because microbes respect no
artificial distinctions.  How can we
stay safe and yet help our
communities?

Local non-profits are responding
to the financial upheavals wrought by
this corona virus.  Here are two that
are efficient and expert that I hope
many of us will support:

To help New Jersey families
needing food support:  The
Community Foodbank of New Jersey.
On-line donations:  www.cfbnj.org.
To donate by phone: (908) 355-3663.
To donate by mailed check:  Make
check out to:  Community Foodbank
of New Jersey, and mail to Community
Foodbank of New Jersey, 31 Evans
Terminal, Hillside, NJ 07205, and
mark envelope “Attn: Resource
Development.”

To give financial support to people
in our state who have escaped danger
from abroad: International Rescue
Committee, Elizabeth-area chapter:
https://help.rescue.org/donate/us-
new-york-ny (which directs your
donation to NJ).  By phone: (908)
290-5496 (temporary number for this
emergency).

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

Thank You
Mayor Brindle

As Westfield residents we would
like to give a huge thank you to Mayor
Shelley Brindle for her leadership
during this COVID-19 crisis. The
daily announcements through Nixle
to our phones helps us to feel
connected to the community and gives
us some sense of control.  Her
initiatives to support our local
businesses and the town-wide special
virtual events insure that our
infrastructure will remain intact when
we emerge from this unprecedented
experience.

Thank you, Mayor Brindle, for your
expertise, your reassurance, and your
grace.

Lisa and Schuyler Quackenbush
Westfield

Garwood GOP Seeks
Budget Changes

We are asking our Mayor and
Council to take swift action to benefit
our residents. Wasteful spending and
borrowing over the past several years
has put us in a position where we need
to make tough decisions. Businesses
are hurting, people are losing jobs.
We urge Mayor and Council to NOT
VOTE on the 2020 budget, and revisit
spending. Residents can not afford an
increase especially during this crisis.

1. Remove all Capital Expenditure
from the 2020 Budget.

2. Put a freeze on additional
positions to municipal government
starting January 2020

3. Postpone property tax increases
that result from the revaluation until
2021.

4. Revisit and renegotiate terms of
the PILOT with payments starting
immediately. The additional revenue
would then be treated as a refund to
residents.

5. Give residents the option to
suspend property taxes for three to six
months and roll them into the
following 18 months.

 Contact the Attorney General’s
office prior to enacting any measure
to ensure they do not interfere with
current or future plans of state
government.

We are more than happy to work
with Mayor Sara Todisco to achieve
the action plan to provide some much
needed economic relief for our
residents.

Sal Piarulli
Garwood

President, Garwood Republicans

Finding Gratitude In
Uncertain Times

The Lessons We Are
Beginning to Learn

There are lessons to be learned from every event
in life. COVID-19 will be no different, and sadly we
are just beginning our education.

We’ve already learned how small the world is,
and how quickly a disease can spread. We’ve also
seen the good and the bad of society — from the
support going to small businesses and first
responders; to the hoarding and even theft of toilet
paper, which we still don’t quite understand.

We’ve already learned how important it is to
bring manufacturing back to the United States.
While global trade can be a wonderful thing, our
nation was caught with its proverbial pants down.
The President has enacted the Defense Production
Act to make General Motors produce ventilators,
but it should not have come to that.

As of Tuesday New Jersey had 18,696 positive
COVID-19 tests and, sadly, 267 deaths. That means
that 0.21 percent of the state’s 8.9 million people
have contracted the disease. How is it that the
hospitals are already at capacity with that number?

We already knew that our healthcare system was
broken, but did we realize how broken?

Over the past 20 years, this state has allowed
hospitals to merge and close. The City of Elizabeth
once had three hospitals - now there is one. Union
Hospital closed in 2007. Muhlenberg Hospital in
Plainfield closed in 2008.

Anyone who works or volunteers in EMS can tell
you that area hospitals were already stretched thin.
They can tell you about how many notices they get

about hospitals being on emergency room or critical
care divert on a regular basis.

Both locally and nationally we must be better
prepared to take care of our citizens.

Enormous praise goes to the County of Union for
being the first county to organizing and run an
appointment-only drive-thru testing center at Kean
University. The speed at which they put it together and
all the reports about how well run it is are commendable.
Praise also goes to Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz, a
registered nurse, who volunteered to suit up and help
out at the Kean University facility over the weekend.
This is the epitome of public service.

Last week Governor Phil Murphy ordered that
“Any business or non-hospital health care facility...in
possession of PPE (personal protective equipment),
ventilators, respirators, or anesthesia machines that
are not required for the provision of critical health
care services should undertake an inventory of such
supplies and send that information to the state...”

While many companies have taken it upon
themselves to donate their PPE supplies, and should
be encouraged to do so in this time of need, the
Governor’s order perks up the ears of citizens who
hold the Fourth Amendment of the United States
Constitution near and dear. We can only hope that
while Attorney General Gurbir Singh Grewal is
keeping an eye on local mayors who try to good
intentionally limit grocery store crowds, he has also
reminded the Governor that he cannot seize private
property without compensation.

By PATRICIA STECKLER, Ph.D.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thanks for: Tamaques Park with its
peach-popping blossoms. People in
neighborhoods and parks pausing to
say hello, taking extra moments to
check in with “How are you and your
family faring?” and signing off with
“Keep well.” Video and phone
connections, not only with close
family and friends, but also far-flung
folks who had receded from our lives.

Thanks to: Our town mayors and
staff, our grocery workers, our first
responders and healthcare workers,
our teachers, pulling out all the stops
to help us and to keep us safe. And to
all the moms and dads doing quadruple
duty as newly-minted teachers and
entertainers for their stuck-inside kids,
grocery shoppers and cooks, all while
working at their jobs.

Thank you. Thank you. I am grateful
to all of you during this topsy-turvy
time. Despite the isolation and fear
that we feel, moments of graciousness
and generosity abound.

Let’s pool our gratitude reflections
for this new column that we’ll write
for the Westfield Leader together. I
invite all of you to join me in creating
a column to capture and celebrate
how we feel grateful. Even now.
Especially now.

Why? Psychology and health
research shows that a gratitude
practice, gathering what we’re grateful
for each day to share with family or
friends or write in a journal, lifts us
up. Stress and anxiety diminish.
Moods elevate. Physical health
improves. Empathy increases. Sleep
becomes more sound. Aggression
dwindles and self-esteem improves.

Answering simple gratitude
questions can change our brains and
raise our spirits. For each column, I

will pose five questions to prompt
your grateful thoughts and insights to
share with our community. I’ll
organize questions around a theme
and provide research tips to support
how practicing gratitude improves
well-being. Topics and prompts will
focus on family and friends, nature,
global events, our psychological
selves, the arts – literature, movies,
music, transcendence over adversity,
funny anecdotes, hilarious ones, too,
ways we can laugh at ourselves,
mindfulness, spirituality, and more.

Gratitude prompts for this week:
Coping with adversity

1) What is one unexpected benefit
of sheltering-at-home?

2) Did you connect by phone or
video with someone you care about?

3) What’s special about your home
and about being home?

4) What kind or thoughtful thing
did someone do for you recently?
Was it a family member? Someone in
the community?

5) Have you had the opportunity to
thank someone recently? If so how
did you feel?

A bit about me: I live in Westfield.
During our 35 plus years here, my
husband and I raised our two
daughters, and I have had the privilege
and pleasure to practice clinical
psychology in town. Sharing nuggets
of well-documented psychology
wisdom and guidance in writing is a
joy for me.

If you wish, email me with your
answers to any or all of the above
gratitude prompts. I’ll try my best to
weave them into one of the next
columns.

Gratefully yours,
Patti

***
Patti can be reached by writing “Gratitude” in the subject

line and emailing: press@goleader.com

NJFO President Offers
Program, Staff Update

We at the New Jersey Festival Orchestra
consider the health, safety and well-being
of our patrons, musicians and staff to be
our highest priority. We continue to monitor
the COVID-19 (coronavirus) global health
pandemic and the recommendations of
the CDC, New Jersey Department of
Health, Madison Health Department and
Westfield Board of Health and our venue
partners.

In order to help protect our communities
we have taken the following actions:

The NJFO administrative office in
Westfield is operating with limited staff
and reduced opening hours.

The NJFO fundraising gala, Casino
Night, originally scheduled for Saturday,
April 25 has been postponed until later this
year. As our largest fundraising event, this
would have provided significant funds to
enable us to move forward into the 2020-
2021 season.

The Annual Tour of Notable Homes
presented by the Friends of NJFO originally
scheduled for May 9th has also been
postponed. This, too, will significantly
impact our ability to operate effectively
next season.

We are currently monitoring the situation
and assessing the status of our May 30/31
season finale concerts Russian Nights. We
will have more information in the coming
weeks regarding these performances and
will communicate with you about this as
soon as we possibly can.

Please be assured that if you have or
have had reservations for any NJFO
performance cancelled due to coronavirus
issues we invite you to exchange your
tickets for a future NJFO concert of your
choice.

If you would like to donate your tickets
back to NJFO, or make a financial
contribution to the organization, please let
us know and an official donation
acknowledgment and receipt will be
provided. Please reach out to us at
patronservices@njfestivalorchestra.org.

Thank you for your patience,
consideration and understanding during
these extraordinary and unprecedented
circumstances. Above all, thank you for
your dedication as a member of the NJFO
family. NJFO is a non-profit organization
whose mission is to provide live music to
audiences and opportunities for musicians
to play. You are the reason we are here…..
this season and in future seasons.

Keith Hertell
NJFO Board President

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters

State and Municipal Criminal Court

Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Why Renters 
Insurance?

Because your stuff ’s worth
it. I can help cover the stuff
landlords don’t for pennies
a day.

Let’s talk today.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
www.christinecosenza.net

1906321
State Farm

Bloomington, IL

Celebrating Our 30th Year!

Landscapers Take Up Precautions
As New Jersey Businesses

Comply With Executive Order
SCOTCH PLAINS — Like many

small businesses, Scape-Abilities Inc,
landscape contractors serving
Westfield and surrounding areas, is
striving to deliver the same quality
service while protecting the safety of
its staff and customers in the wake of
the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak.

Scape-Abilities crews are still on
the job and the company is taking the
precautions recommended by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) and following
national, state and local regulations to
ensure the safety of their employees.
Crew members drive separately to
work sites instead of sharing trucks.
Office staff are working remotely. Any
meetings that need to be conducted in
person are held outside, with the
employees maintaining the
recommended social distance.

While many businesses have been
ordered to close or curtail their
operations for a period of time by
New Jersey Governor Phil Murphy,
landscapers and businesses like
garden centers have been permitted
to continue to operate. This is largely
due to the nature of their work which
allows for social distancing.

That doesn’t mean that landscapers

are ignoring the issue. On the contrary,
in order to protect the health and
well-being of staff and customers,
landscapers, like Scape-Abilities, are
emphasizing new protocols of
minimizing interactions between the
crews and customers and reinforcing
good sanitizing and disinfection
procedures.

"Our primary concern is keeping
our staff and our customers safe
during this crisis,” said Stephen
Costalos, owner of Scape-Abilities.
"As a company, once we realized we
were able to put the necessary
procedures in place to do so, we
knew we could continue to serve our
clients' needs while keeping our staff
working."

Costalos has created a mini task
force for his company with Marco
Hidalgo, one of the company's service
managers, in charge of overseeing
compliance with all CDC
recommendations to ensure a healthy
workplace for staff and customers
alike.

Homeowners can discuss concerns
with the company at (908) 654-1155
or email info@scape-abilities.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-20000581

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-013588-16

Plaintiff: DEUTSCHE BANK
NATIONALTRUST COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE
UNDER THE POOLING AND SERVICING
AGREEMENT RELATING TO IMPAC SECURED
ASSETS CORP., MORTGAGE PASS-THROUGH
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 2007-2

VS.
Defendant: WILLIAM LEPINSKY; GARRY P.

LEPINSKY; CAROL LEPINSKY; AMERICAN TRAD-
ING CO; AND NEW CENTURY FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Sale Date: 04/08/2020
Writ of Execution: 09/05/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Build-
ing, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Eliza-
beth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bid-
ders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Forty-Two Thousand Three Hundred Twelve and
38/100*** $342,312.38.

PROPERTY TO BE SOLD IS LOCATED IN:
Borough of Fanwood, County of Union, State of
New Jersey.

PREMISES COMMONLY KNOWN AS: 65
Locust Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023.

TAX LOT # 35, BLOCK # 66.
NEAREST CROSS STREET: South Avenue.
APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS: 8,419 Square

Feet.
The sale is subject to any unpaid taxes and

assessments, tax, water, and sewer liens and
other municipal assessments. The amount due
can be obtained from the local taxing authority.

All interested parties are to conduct and rely
upon their own independent investigation to as-
certain whether or not any outstanding interests
remain of record and/or have priority over the lien
being foreclosed and, if so, the current amount
due thereon. **If the sale is set aside for any
reason, the Purchaser at the sale shall only be
entitled to a return of the deposit paid. The
Purchaser shall have no further recourse against
the Mortgagee or the Mortgagee’s attorney.**

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Eighty-Seven
Thousand One Hundred Forty and 58/100***
$387,140.58 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Peter Corvelli
Sheriff

Attorney:
MILSTEAD & ASSOCIATES, LLC
1 EAST STOW ROAD
MARLETON, NEW JERSEY 08053
(856) 482-1400
4 T - 03/12, 03/19, 03/26
& 04/02/20 Fee: $201.96

This Week in Westfield Rotary

Mary Ellen O’Boyle
Jayson M. Astel CFP®, AAMS®

 Financial Advisor

Rotarians have been collecting 
sandwiches and food for families 
in need in Elizabeth during this 

time of quarantine. The 
sandwiches and food is being 

delivered to St. Joseph’s Social 
Services Center for distribution to 

the community.  Visit https://
westfieldrotary.com for more 

information if you can help out!

This article graciously sponsored by:

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/26/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

 RESOLUTION NO: 2020-290
AWARDED TO: Chubb Group of In-

surance Companies, Warren, New Jer-
sey

SERVICES: to provide Travel Accident
Insurance for Public Officials

PERIOD: April 1, 2020-March 31, 2023
COSTS: in the amount of: $4,275.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $21.42

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/26/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-279
amending (Resolution No. 2018-1041)

AWARDED TO: Dr. Vipul C. Mody,
firm KNJ Hospitalist Group, LLC,
Bridgewater, New Jersey

SERVICES TO: to serve as Medical
Director of the Union County Pediatric Im-
munization Clinic

PERIOD: January 1, 2020- April 30,
2020

COSTS: in an additional amount of
$8,000.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/26/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-287
amending (Resolution No. 2019-490)
AWARDED TO: The Musial Group,

Mountainside, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to provide a Selective

Asbestos Identification Survey as well as a
Selective Lead-Based Paint Survey

PERIOD: January 12, 2020- January
11, 2021

COSTS: for an additional amount of not
to exceed $67,000.00 for a new total
amount not to exceed $340,985.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/26/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution autho-
rizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-283
amending (Resolution No. 2019-1049)

AWARDED TO: Union County Youth
Services Commission

SERVICES TO: to provide a range of
programs and services for Union County
youth and families involved in the juvenile
justice systems

PERIOD: January 1, 2020- December
31, 2020

COSTS: alternatives and increasing
$1,200.00

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/26/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-284
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies

Bridgeway Rehabilitation Services
$25,942.00

Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese
$24,708.00

Central Jersey Legal Services $7,500.00
Elizabeth Coalition to House the Home-
less $60,449.00
Family Promise $28,955.00
The Salvation Army $11,257.00

SERVICES: to promote long term self-
sufficiency including housing relocation
and stabilization services

PERIOD: May1, 2020-March 31, 2021
COSTS: in the total amount not to ex-

ceed: $158,5811.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $28.56

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
ADMINISTRATION BUILDING,

6TH FLOOR
10 ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA

Re: Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders Meeting Schedule Amend-
ments

To Whom It May Concern:
 In light of the public health emergency

caused by Coronavirus, and the subse-
quent issuance of the Governor’s Execu-
tive Order 107, The Board of Chosen Free-
holders of the County of Union (the Board),
effective April 2, 2020 and until further
notice, will conduct all future meetings
remotely and by electronic means without
providing a physical meeting place. 

 Additionally, while the Board will con-
tinue to meet on their regularly scheduled
meeting dates, please note the time for the
Agenda Setting Sessions has been
changed to a new commencement time
of 5:00pm.  The Regular Meeting will con-
tinue to commence as soon as possible
after the Agenda Setting Session.

In accordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (the
“Open Public Meetings Act”) and in adher-
ence to the Department of Community
Affairs, Division of Local Government Ser-
vices (DLGS) guidelines, the Agenda Set-
ting Session and the Regular Meeting  will
be open to the public by electronic means,
and as such, members of the public may
view the meeting by livestream at ucnj.org/
freeholders.

Any member of the public wishing to
participate in the meeting, can do so by
emailing comments relative to resolutions
being offered for adoption and/or on any
governmental issue that a member of the
public feels may be of concern to the
residents of the county to the Clerk of the
Board at jpellettiere@ucnj.org. Agendas
will be posted for the public’s viewing on
the County’s official website at:
www.ucnj.org/freeholders. All relevant
comments received will be read into the
record during each Regular Meeting’s
Public Comment Portion, prior to the
Board’s consideration of resolutions for
adoption, and will be addressed accord-
ingly by the Board. All emails must be
submitted and received by the Clerk of the
Board no later than noon of the corre-
sponding Regular Meeting date and, as
is always the case, must include the public
member’s full name and town of resi-
dence and resolution number to which
comments are being referred for the record.

James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $52.53

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/26/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

    RESOLUTION NO: 2020- 292
    AWARDED TO: General Star Man-

agement Company, Stamford, Con-
necticut

     SERVICES: to provide liability cov-
erage for ambulances owned and oper-
ated by the Union County

     Emergency Services
    PERIOD: April 26, 2020-April 25, 2021
   COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:

$25,926.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $23.97

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 03/26/20
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-293
AWARDED TO: Remedy Analytics,

Milwaukee, Wisconsin
SERVICES: to provide Prescription

Monitoring Services
PERIOD: April 15, 2020-April 14, 2023
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

REQUEST FOR BIDS
FOODSERVICE EQUIPMENT

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that
sealed bids will be received by the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education, in
the county of Union, State of New Jersey,
for the furnishing of Foodservice Equip-
ment, and opened and read in public at the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Educa-
tion Offices, 512 Cedar Street, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076, on April 16,
2020 at 11:00 a.m. prevailing time. Bids to
be received for this equipment shall be
Combined/Lump Sum Bids for all equip-
ment.

A copy of the Bid Requests may be
inspected and picked up at the Board
offices between the hours of 9:00AM and
4:00PM, except Saturdays, Sundays and
holidays. Further information may be ob-
tained by calling Deborah S. Saridaki,
School Business Administrator/Board Sec-
retary at (908) 232-6161 ext. 4013.  Bid
Requests may also be e-mailed to inter-
ested providers upon request.

Submit THREE (3) copies of the com-
pleted bid package, one (1) with original
signatures and two (2) copies in an enve-
lope addressed to:

Office of the Business
Administrator/Board Secretary

Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education
512 Cedar Street

Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076
ATTENTION: Deborah S. Saridaki,

Business Administrator/Board Secretary
Plainly identify on the outside of the

sealed envelope which bid you are submit-
ting: “Foodservice Equipment Bid”.

The bids must be received and/or deliv-
ered to the Business Office, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education on or before
Thursday, April 16, 2020 no later than
11:00 a.m. All bids will be opened and
read publicly at that time by the School
Business Administrator/Board Secretary,
or her designee. The Board of Education
does not accept electronic (e-mail) sub-
mission of bids.

Failure to comply with Instructions to
Bidders and to complete and submit all
required forms may be cause for disquali-
fication and rejection of the bid.

All vendors are required to comply with
the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127,
“Law Against Discrimination” and the Affir-
mative Action statutes and regulations,
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1.1 et seq.

The Board of Education reserves the
right to reject any or all bids pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-2(s), (t), (x), (y), 18A:18A-
4(a), 18A:18A-22, and to waive any infor-
malities.

Ms. Deborah S. Saridaki,
Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 04/02/20, The Times Fee: $59.16

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 24th day of
March 2020, and that said Ordinances will
be considered for final adoption at a meet-
ing of the said Township Council to be held
in the Council Chambers, 430 Park Av-
enue, on the 21st day of April 2020 at 7:00
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinances and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same.  Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE  2020-8

ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING
THE SALE OF CERTAIN REAL
PROPERTY LOCATED AT
1054
HETFIELD AVE (BLOCK 8501,
LOT 1) TO RICHARD AND
MICHELE POLHAMUS.

ORDINANCE  2020-9

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ENTITLED
“ZONING” OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ORDINANCE TO CREATE AN
INCLUSIONARY OVERLAY
ZONE DISTRICT FOR CER-
TAIN PROPERTIES IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS DOWNTOWN TIER 1
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
ADOPTED HOUSING PLAN
ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE
PLAN OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS AND CON-
SISTENT WITH THE TERMS
OF A SETTLEMENT AGREE-
MENT REACHED BETWEEN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AND THE FAIR
SHARE HOUSING CENTER
REGARDING COMPLIANCE
WITH THE TOWNSHIP’S AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING OBLI-
GATIONS.

ORDINANCE 2020-10

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ENTITLED
“ZONING” OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ORDINANCE TO CREATE AN
INCLUSIONARY OVERLAY
ZONE DISTRICT FOR CER-
TAIN PROPERTIES IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS DOWNTOWN TIER 2
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
ADOPTED HOUSING PLAN
ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE
PLAN OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS AND CON-
SISTENT WITH THE TERMS
OF A SETTLEMENT AGREE-
MENT REACHED BETWEEN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AND THE FAIR
SHARE HOUSING CENTER
REGARDING COMPLIANCE
WITH THE TOWNSHIP’S AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING OBLI-
GATIONS.

ORDINANCE 2020-11

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, ENTITLED
“ZONING” OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ORDINANCE TO CREATE AN
INCLUSIONARY OVERLAY
ZONE DISTRICT FOR CER-
TAIN PROPERTIES IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS DOWNTOWN TIER 3
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE
ADOPTED HOUSING PLAN
ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE
PLAN OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS AND CON-
SISTENT WITH THE TERMS
OF A SETTLEMENT AGREE-
MENT REACHED BETWEEN
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS AND THE FAIR
SHARE HOUSING CENTER
REGARDING COMPLIANCE
WITH THE TOWNSHIP’S AF-
FORDABLE HOUSING OBLI-
GATIONS.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 04/02/20, The Times Fee: $92.82

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

MEETING NOTICE
APRIL 7, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Mayor and Council of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains has changed the
time of their Conference Meeting sched-
uled for April 7, 2020.  The meeting will
begin at 5:00 p.m. and be held in the
Council Chambers of the Municipal Build-
ing, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey.

Due to the public health emergency of
COVID-19, and the Governor’s Executive
Order 107, the Township of Scotch Plains
will conduct the April 7, 2020 Conference
Meeting remotely and by electronic means
for its Councilmembers and public. In ac-
cordance with N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 (the “Open
Public Meetings Act”) Conference Meet-
ing  will be open to the public by electronic
means, and as such, members of the pub-
lic may view the meeting by livestream on
our public access Channels FIOS 22 and
Comcast 34;  or on Facebook Live;  Public
Comment will be available through call in
during the appropriate comment portions
at 908-322-2076.

The Township of Scotch Plains does not
discriminate against persons with disabili-
ties. Those individuals requiring auxiliary
aids and services where necessary, must
notify the ADA Coordinator of the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains at least seventy-two
(72) hours in advance of the meeting.

BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk

1 T - 04/02/20, The Times Fee: $33.15

AIT Student Offers
Free Tutoring

My name is Alex Keri and I am a
junior at the Academy for Informa-
tion Technology high school in Scotch
Plains. I have been thinking of ways
in which I can help others manage
through this very challenging time
and have decided the best way I can
help is by offering free math tutoring
to students ranging from elementary
to high school.

I have a passion for math and am
the president of the Math League at
my high school. I scored an 800 on
the Math section of the SAT and
Math 2 SAT II subject exam and
regularly compete in math competi-
tions, most recently winning a com-
petition at Seton Hall.

I enjoy helping other students and
offer tutoring at my school (I also
tutor my sister and her friends). I am
currently taking Multivariable Cal-
culus and Linear Algebra and have
taken AP Calculus AB and BC, re-
ceiving A’s in all classes and a 5 on
each AP exam. I am able to tutor math
courses at all levels.

It must be very difficult for stu-
dents (and parents) right now given
that schools are closed. Some are
trying to figure out “virtual learning”
while others without technology are
working on weekly hand-out assign-
ments.

This is a time for us to come to-
gether and help one another. I want to
do my part by offering free on-line or
phone tutoring. Please feel free to
reach out to me at
alexk050603@gmail.com. PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 03/26/20

Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2020-291
AWARDED TO: Travelers Casualty

and Surety Company, Hartford, Con-
necticut

SERVICES: for a Public Officials Bond
for Director of Finance Bibi Taylor

PERIOD: April 15, 2020-April 14, 2021
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed:

$779.00.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk

of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $22.44

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified



A GALE FORCE MEDIA, L.L.C. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 2, 2020 Page 7

THE WEEK IN SPORTS
Sports Section

 Pages 7-10

McKINNEY SET WESTFIELD H. S. RECORD IN 100-FLY

Blue Devil Swim Girls Won
Union County Tourney Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Vast improvement by the girls
earned the Westfield High School
swim team, not only a fine season
record, but also a much desired Union
County Tournament (UCT)
championship. The Lady Blue Devils
also had key regular-season wins over
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
and the Summit Hilltoppers and their
only losses were to No. 2 Immaculate
Heart Academy (IHA) and to then
top-ranked Bridgewater-Raritan in the
North 2, Public A finals, resulting in a
12-2 record.

The Lady Blue Devils knew good
things were about to happen when
they squashed the Raiders, 105.5-
65.5, on December 19 in Westfield.
The 4-0 Lady Blue Devils took first in
two of the three relays and six of the
eight individual events and senior
Abby McKinney was on both winning
relays and touched first in the 200-
Individual Medley (IM) with a time
of 2:12.81 then set the WHS record in
the 100-butterfly with a winning time
of 56.9.

The next big step up the ladder
came in mid-January when the hosting
Blue Devils led by a slim 32-30 margin

after the first four events but began to
separate themselves from the Summit
Hilltoppers, especially after a
convincing performance in the 500-
freestyle event, then added a 1-3 finish
in the 400-freestyle relay to emerge
with a 91-79 victory.

Freshman Lauren Lane (500-
freestyle, 100-backstroke) and Abby
McKinney (200-Individual Medley
[IM], 100-butterfly) each took first in
two individual events and senior Erin
McAndrew won the 100-freestyle. All
three also played important roles in
the relays.

HOERLE MOST WHS CAREER WINS; PLACED 7TH AT AC

Blue Devil Matmen Reached
Sectional Final; Finished 16-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations for a banner season
were very promising in late November
for this year’s Westfield High School
wrestling team but unfortunately for
the Blue Devils, some unexpected
wrenches got tossed into their path.
The Blue Devils expected to dominate
the county and win a Union County
Tournament (UCT) title and they also
expected that, this time, they would
wrest the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 5 crown away from the
Watchung Hills Warriors, who had
defeated them twice in a row for the
title. Additionally, they expected to
defend their District 14 crown.

Boom! Right from the starting
block, senior co-captain CJ
Composto, a three-time district and

region champion, who placed fifth at
106-lbs his sophomore year at the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic City
(AC) and third at 126-lbs last year,
injured his knee and was out for the
season. Composto, who will wrestle
for The University of Pennsylvania,
entered the season with a career won/
lost record of 107-10, and most likely
would have been ranked No. 1 at 132-
lbs, since he had beaten Joey Olivieri
(Hanover Park), 4-3, for third place at
AC last year. Olivieri had been ranked
No. 1 this season and went on to win
the title at AC.

Next came a wrenching stunner
when the Cranford Cougars placed
all 13 of their entries in the top-5 to
claim their sixth straight UCT title to
outpoint the Blue Devils, 243-233.5.
Wrench No. 3 was a heartbreaking,

37-27, loss to Watchung Hills for the
sectional title then wrench No. 4
arrived at the District 14 Tournament
when the Cougars swiped the title
from the Blue Devils, 204-184.

The Blue Devils finished with a 16-
3 record with their only two regular-
season losses being to High Point, 52-
16, and West Essex, 42-22. The Blue
Devils did, however, defeat the
Cougars in a dual meet, 44-22, in
addition to recording key wins over
Rahway (42-24), Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (47-25), Kittatinny (35-33),
Warren Hills (34-32) and Fair Lawn
(46-30). The Blue Devils swamped
Perth Amboy, 66-12, in the section
quarterfinals then stopped Piscataway,
44-26, to advance to the
championship.

Graceffo, Wilkinson Leading
Villanova U. Baseball Team

College information provided by
local resident.

Gordon Graceffo of Cranford and
Dan Wilkinson of Scotch Plains,
former high successful pitchers at their
respective high school, and opponents
on the mound during those years,
have recently combined to lead the
Villanova University baseball team
to its best start and seasons’ success in
several years. Unfortunately, the
NCAA has cancelled all spring sports

as of March 11 due to the Novel
Coronavirus (COVID - 19).

On February 15, Villanova picked
up its arguably biggest win in program
history with a 2-1 victory over No. 3
ranked Arizona State. The pitching
duo of Graceffo and Wilkinson held
the Sun Devils to just three hits and
one earned run for the game.

Graceffo, the sophomore preseason
All-Big East pitcher, went 5.1 innings
and yielded just two hits and one run.

He issued four walks, while striking
out one batter. Wilkinson relieved
with a runner on third base and one
out, and in his first varsity appearance,
struck out two batters to escape the
inning unscathed. Wilkinson
proceeded to toss three scoreless
innings, ceding one hits and five walks
— 2 intentional — while fanning five
Sun Devils, including the No. 3 batter
with the eighth pitch in a bases loaded,
two out battle.

For his effort, Wilkinson recorded
his first save and received the “Big
East Pitcher of the Week” award.
Graceffo picked up his first win of the
season.

A week later, February 22, at
Campbell University N.C., Graceffo
stepped to the mound and tossed six
innings, allowing four hits and one
earned run, while walking none and
striking out four Campbell Fighting
Camels. Wilkinson strutted to the
mound in the seventh inning and
pitched three scoreless innings for the
save, allowing just one hit and two
walks, while striking out six.

On March 7, the Villanova Wildcats
traveled to Florida and faced Bucknell
University Pa. The Wildcats received

FRISCIA, DeFRANCESCO LED SCORING; WALL ASSISTS

Raiders Restructured Lineup;
Finished 9-17 in Girls B-Ball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Restructuring an entire lineup
seemed to be the focus of this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
girls basketball team. Right from the
start Raider Head Coach Ryan
McKenna had to set a new course as
an already young team lost a few of
their expected leaders to other sports.
The most prominent of these missing

pieces was junior Corinne Lyght who
would concentrate on soccer, and as a
result, the Lady Raiders struggled to
find the right chemistry and finished
the season with a 9-17 record.

The Lady Raiders defeated
Benedictine Academy, 47-11, and
Carteret, 53-33, early in the season.
The Raiders defeated the Union
Farmers twice by wide margins, 35-

12 and 42-19, then edged South
Plainfield, 31-27. They also had wins
over Rahway (44-22), Dayton (35-
29), Plainfield (42-28) and Dunellen
(38-27).

Two juniors, Ryann Wall and
Madison Starosa, returned with
significant experience from last season
and were expected to lead the way.

Raider Boys Finished 5-20;
Won Cotoia Tournament

Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three games into the season the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team were tournament
champions and had a 2-1 record.
Unfortunately very little glory would
come afterwards and Raiders would
end their season with a 5-20 record.

After a season-opening loss to the
Colonia Patriots, the Raiders entered
the Anthony J. Cotoia Holiday
Tournament in late December at South
Plainfield and scooted past Perth

Amboy Tech, 56-43. Senior captain
Justin Fletcher led the way with 14
points and was effective under the
boards, along with junior Liam Mahr.
Raul Lugo put in 11 points.

Next came the championship game
against the hosting South Plainfield
Tigers and the Raiders seized the title
with a 56-49 victory. Senior Justin
Guy led offensively with 14 points,
while Fletcher and Mahr each pulled
11 boards. Matuesz Sierant netted 11
points and Lugo sank nine points.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Sales Associate

Top 1% of Coldwell Banker Agents

Cell: 908-578-3812

beth.sullivan@cbmoves.com

 ©2020 DBA. All Rights Reserved. DBA fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker RealEstateLLC.  

**Information based upon total production through 1/1/19-9/30/2019 for all Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage agents of New Jersey & Rockland County New York

600 North Avenue West, 

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Office: 908-233-0065

 

Home is where the heart is...
We'll get through this together!

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECORD HOLDER...Blue Devil senior Abby McKinney set the Westfield High School record in the 100-butterfly.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL-TIME WHS CAREER WINS...Senior Luke Hoerle, right, a four-time UCT, three-time district and two-time regional
champion, broke the all-time WHS mark in career wins at this year’s UCT and went on to finish with a 142-20 record.

David B. Corbin (archives) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUND ACES AT VILLANOVA...Former Cranford Cougar Gordon Graceffo,
top, and former Raider Danny Wilkinson, bottom, lead Villanova baseball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLING FOR THE BALL...Raider Christian Piesch scrambles for control
of the ball in the game against Perth Amboy Tech.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING THE RAIDERS IN SCORING...Sophomore Emily Friscia, No. 10, led the team with 198 points and 53 free
throws to go with six 3-pointers. Friscia was also second on the team with 47 steals.

Responses to ‘Lost Spring’
Article Are Welcomed

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
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Raider Cager Boys Won A.J. Cotoia Tournament
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Lady Raiders Restructured Lineup, Finish 9-17
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS -

CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.

CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

Wall, the playmaker, did exercise her
leadership and led the team in assists
with 52 and was third on the team with
37 steals to go with 105 points,
including six 3-pointers, 43 rebounds
and one blocked shot.

Starosa, unfortunately spent a major
portion of this season on the injury list
and played in only nine of the 26
games. In her time on the floor, she
scored 67 points, which included a
team-leading 14 3-pointers, and added
13 steals, 20 rebounds and four assists.

With the exception of junior Carly
Walker, who received limited time on
the floor and was used primarily for
defensive purposes, the Raiders
worked mainly with four sophomores

and a freshman. Walkers’ statistical
contributions were 20 rebounds, 10
assists, seven steals and 11 points.

Sophomores Emily Friscia and
Ashley DeFrancesco and freshman
Alicia Murphy emerged as the team’s
offensive leaders. Friscia led the team
with 198 points and 53 free throws to
go with six 3-pointers. Friscia was
also second on the team with 47 steals
and finished with 62 rebounds, 26
assists and three blocks.

DeFrancesco took advantage of her
soccer defensive skills and led the
Raiders in three major categories —
steals with 63, rebounds with 110 and
blocked shots with eight. DeFrancesco
was also second on the team with 184
points, including 35 free throws, and
dished out 24 assists.

Murphy played in 17 of the games
and finished with 136 points (3rd on
team), 68 rebounds, 20 steals, six
blocks and four assists. Sophomore
Catie Wilson, who also played in 17

games, finished with 99 points, 54
rebounds, nine assists, five blocks
and six steals. Sophomore Julia
DeVizio played in 24 games and
finished with 78 points, including eight
3-pointers, 63 rebounds, 32 steals and
22 assists.

With limited playing time,
sophomore Bridget Carter contributed
16 points, including a pair of 3-
pointers, three steals and a rebound.
Junior Emily Kessler had four
rebounds, two steals and an assist.
Junior Ciara Worthy contributed two
rebounds and a block.

In their early season win over
Carteret, Murphy led the Raiders with
16 points and Friscia put in 14 points.

Wall dished out eight assists and
DeFrancesco pulled 11 rebounds. In
a 37-29 loss to Cranford five days
later, Murphy scored 10 points and
had eight rebounds, DeFrancesco had
five steals and Wall had seven points.

DeFrancesco was the “Chief Thief”
in the first win over Union seizing
seven basketballs as the Raiders
finished with 22 steals. The Raiders
lost twice to AL Johnson and in the
first game, Friscia scored 15 points,
13 from the free throw line. In the
second game, DeVizio had a banner
game with 15 rebounds. DeFrancesco
had 10 rebounds and 10 points, and
Wilson had 12 points and 10 rebounds.

In a 45-24 loss to a very mature
Union Catholic squad, the Raiders
received strong support under the
basket from Wilson, who had 10
rebounds, and DeFrancesco, who
pulled nine rebounds. Friscia scored
nine points and Wall had five steals.

The Raiders’ final win was against
Dunnellen and DeFrancesco poured
in 15 points and added four steals.
Friscia grabbed 10 rebounds and
scored eight points. The Raiders’ final
game was a 58-31 setback to top-
seeded Watchung Hills in the first
round of the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 Tournament. Friscia scored
nine points, Murphy sank eight points
and DeFrancesco netted seven points.

Since the Lady Raiders competed
with an entire squad of juniors and
sophomores, along with one freshman
this season, a much brighter outlook
could be expected next year.

O’DONNELL 1ST UCT 200-FR, 3RD 100-FLY; NUNZIATO 3RD 50-100 FR

Cougar Girls/Boys Swim Results:
Prepared By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fine results were recorded by this
year’s Cranford High School girls
and boys swim teams. The Lady
Cougars finished with a 7-6 record
and the boys finished 5-5 but more
impressive were their performances
at the Union County Tournament as
the girls placed sixth with a 154
total and delivered one champion
and three third place finishes, and
the boys also placed sixth with a
125 total and came up with a fifth
place and a sixth place.

The girls began the season with
four straight wins — Oak Knoll (102-
68), Union (125-45), Kent Place (113-
57), Plainfield (116-41). The Lady
Cougars lost to Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (101-69) and Governor
Livingston (104-66) then topped New
Providence (98-72) and Elizabeth
(115-53). Next came losses to
Westfield (95-75), Summit (100-70)
and Mt. St. Mary (99-71). The Cougars
defeated Mendham, 103-67, in the

first round of the North Jersey, Section
2, Public B Tournament then lost to
North Hunterdon, 98-74, in the
quarterfinals.

At the Union County Tournament
(UCT) on January 26, senior Maggie
O’Donnell placed first in the 200-
freestyle with a time of 1:55.26.
O’Donnell also took third in the 100-
butterfly at 57.59. Senior Marina
Nunziato finished third in the 50 free
at 24.84 and third in the 100-free at
54.04. Four freshman Caitlin Farago,
Julia Hulse, Tamiyana Roemer and
Aila Riera placed sixth in the 400-
free relay at 3:58.89.

O’Donnell, junior Grace Wilson,
junior Savannah Riera and Nunziato
finished sixth in the 200-free relay at
1:44.05. Farago, Wilson, O’Donnell
and Nunziato placed seventh in the
200-medley relay at 1:56.96.

The boys began their season with
wins over Union (120-48), Oratory
Prep (97.5-72.5) and Plainfield (114-
55). Losses to Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(109-61), Governor Livingston (106-

64) and New Providence (89-81) came
next then the Cougars defeated
Elizabeth (111-59), lost to Westfield
(112-58) and Summit (94-76), and
beat Linden (119-51).

At the UCT, four seniors, Tom
Cutro, Charles DeSimone, Gabe
Graceffo and Liam Loughlin finished
fifth in the 200-medley relay at 1:48.5.
Cutro took sixth in the 100-back at
57.7 and junior Mike DeSimone
finished ninth at 1:00.76. Charles
DeSimone, freshman Mike Minchak,
Greceffo and Loughlin placed seventh
in the 200-free relay at 1:38.22.

Sophomore Max Kapetanakis,
junior Tyler Hamblin, junior Sam
Quinutolo and Minchak finished
eighth in the 400-free realy at 4:21.68.
In the 50-free, Cutro at 23.58 and
Loughlin at 23.51 finished 10-11.
Sophomore Kevin Ruple finished 12th
in the 200IM at 2:19.84. Mike
DeSimone finished 13th in the 100-
fly at 59.29. Junior RJ Kelly finished
13th in the 200-free at 1:54.5 and
14th in the 100-free at 52.79.

Eight straight losses followed and
one was a 63-59 stinger to Sayreville on
January 7. Guy led with 15 points,
including a 3-pointer, and Jaden Carter
hit trip 3-pointers and finished with 11
points. Sierant scored eight points and
had a pair of 3-pointers, and junior
Hayden Widder had six points, including

a 3-pointer. Fletcher netted eight points.
Two days later the Raiders had to bare
a 55-20 thrashing at the hands of the
Westfield Blue Devils where they were
scoreless in the first quarter and scoreless
in the third quarter.

The Raiders crawled out of their
doldrums with an 84-58 triumph over
Warren Hills. The Raiders totaled 12
3-pointers and Carter banged in 22
points, including five of them. Widder
hit trip 3-pointers and Guy bucketed
13 points with a 3-pointer. Fletcher
got all 15 of his points at close range.

Next was a 50-46 victory over
Governor Livingston. The Raiders
trailed 38-37 entering the final quarter.
Widder was the killer with six 3-
pointers and wound up with 20 points.
Guy scored 10 points.

But the two moments of glory slid
into another eight-game losing streak
that began with a memorable, 59-51,

loss to Westfield. This time the Raiders
took it to the Blue Devils and led 31-23
at the half. Fletcher pulled 12 rebounds
and added seven points and two blocks.
Mahr had 10 points, Carter scored 12
points and Guy netted 11 points.

The Raiders also gave Union
Catholic a run for its money in a 64-57
setback. Matt Drubulis sank 17 points,
including four 3-pointers. Mahr had
11 points and Fletcher put up 10.
Another close, 49-46, loss to the
Roselle Rams had Drubulis scoring
15 points, Widder netting eight points
with a 3-pointer and Fletcher sinking
eight points.

On February 20, in a 58-49 loss to
Hunterdon Central, Mahr and Carter
each scored 11 points, Widder nailed
a pair of 3-pointers and Lugo scored
nine points, including a pair of 3-
pointers. The Raiders’ final loss was
to Orange, 63-56.

NJSIAA staff is focused on
participation opportunities that will
be available to its student-athletes as
soon as schools reopen. All student-
athletes will need an immediate sense
of normalcy and providing even a
semblance of a spring season will be
essential to their physical and
emotional health. It also will benefit
the entire school community. Below
are new FAQs that follow up the list
we shared on Monday, March 16.

1. What is the status of the
NJSIAA office?

All NJSIAA staff are working
remotely, outside our physical office.
All directors can be contacted directly,
either via email or their cell phone.

2. What is the status of NJSIAA
committee meetings?

All key meetings, such as those of
our Executive Committee and its sub-
committees, are being held as
scheduled via the Cisco WebEx
platform. Remote access to all
meetings and other sessions necessary
to continue the association’s business
will continue, while non-essential
meetings have been postponed until
further notice.

3. Are coaches allowed to have in-
person contact with student-athletes
while schools are shut down?

No, during the governor’s statewide
shutdown of all schools, no NJSIAA
member school, school district, or
coach may conduct practices,
scrimmages, or games (which includes
all official interscholastic contests).
This is a mandatory period of no in-
person contact between coaches and

their student-athletes.
During the governor’s statewide

shutdown of all schools, no practices,
scrimmages, or games may be held.
This includes any event organized by a
parent, captain, or other student-athlete.

These restrictions relate to all
sports, not just spring sports.

These restrictions are in place to
help mitigate the spread of COVID-
19 in accordance with restrictions
imposed by the governor and
recommended by the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) and the New
Jersey Department of Health.

Coaches may interact virtually with
their student-athletes, including
providing workouts or training
materials. However, such virtual contact
– as well as any activity that may result
from it – must strictly conform to all
directives in effect related to the
coronavirus outbreak and social
distancing guidelines. In addition, any
virtual contact and resultant activities
must be entirely in keeping with all
NJSIAA in- and off-season protocols.

4. When schools are able to
reopen, how will NJSIAA determine
the length of the regular season?

While the return-to-school date will
play a significant role in determining
the length of the regular season,
NJSIAA staff will also discuss options
with officers of each league and
conference. Important factors in
determining the potential length of
the regular season will be feedback
from these officers related to the status
of various county or conference
tournaments, as well as plans for

abridged divisional and/or inter-
conference schedules.

5. What is the status of NJSIAA
championship tournaments?

As stated in the previous FAQ, all
dates, locations, and qualification
requirements per each sport’s
tournament will be subject to change.
As soon as a return-to-school date is
made official, NJSIAA staff will work
directly with key tournament staff for
each sport to structure championship
tournaments. Also, NJSIAA staff will
work together to ensure that all sports
will, as much as is feasible, provide
consistent opportunities for
participation and championship play.

6. What is the status of the
NJSIAA Annual Business Meeting?

NJSIAA staff is currently evaluating
all options regarding its Annual
Business Meeting, including sectional
meeting presentations. Options will
be discussed with the Executive
Committee, which needs to approve
any change to the existing timeline
and procedures. Plans for
modification to the Annual Business
Meeting will be announced once
they’re approved.

7. Will NJSIAA host its annual
Scholar Athlete Luncheon?

No, the NJSIAA Scholar Athlete
Luncheon, originally scheduled for
Sunday, May 17, has been cancelled.
NJSIAA is continuing to solicit
nominations from each member
school and will send each honoree a
certificate and gift. Monetary
scholarships, however, will not be
awarded this year.

March 25 Updated NJSIAA
Novel Coronavirus News:

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2169

NOTICE OF PENDING
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

General Ordinance No. 2169, a sum-
mary of which is included herein, was
introduced at a Regular Meeting of the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield
held on March 24, 2020 and was read for
the first time. This ordinance will be further
considered for final passage by said Town
Council at the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, Council Chambers, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 at a
meeting beginning at 8:00 PM on April 14,
2020 or at any time and place to which
such meeting may be adjourned. All per-
sons interested will be given the opportu-
nity to be heard concerning such ordi-
nance. Copies of this ordinance are avail-
able in full at the Office of the Town Clerk,
Westfield Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090

A summary of General Ordinance No.
2169 is as follows:

TITLE: AN ORDINANCE
AMENDING AND SUPPLE-
MENTING THE CODE OF THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD RE-
GARDING ROAD OPENINGS
AND STREET PAVING

SUMMARY:

Amends the Town’s regulations related
to road openings and street paving in the
following manner: (1) Openings must be
filled with soil cement rather than flowable
fill; (2) moratorium is changed from five to
seven years; (3) deletes the prohibition
against opening moratorium roads in a
moratorium only; (4) amends the repair
obligation on non-moratorium road open-
ings from curb-to-curb and 100 feet, to
patch only, except if the opening is greater
than or equal to 50 feet in length, which
would now require the entire road be paved
curb-to-curb for the length of the opening;
(5) removes the provisions requiring ADA
compliance and replacement of storm
sewer openings; and (6) increases permit
application fee and minimum cash bond
requirements.

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk

1 T - 04/02/20, The Leader Fee: $47.94

Memory Lane Coming:
Next week’s paper will feature

“Blasts from the Past” from the
Memory Lane archives with events
that took place during the same time
period in previous years.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY AGGRESSIVE OFFENSIVELY AND DEFENSIVELY...Raider sophomore Ashley DeFrancesco, center, took
advantage of her soccer defensive skills and led the Raiders in three major categories — steals with 63, rebounds with 110
and blocked shots with eight. DeFrancesco was also second on the team with 184 points.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAYMAKER AND LEADER IN ASSISTS...Raider junior Ryann Wall, the playmaker, did exercise her leadership and
led the team in assists with 52 and was third on the team with 37 steals to go with 105 points.

Freer to Respond on
‘Lost Spring’ Article
Westfield High School senior

Colin Freer a three-sport athlete -
football, basketball, boys lacrosse -
has responded to last week’s “Lost
Spring” story with a description and
photo of his training program.

It will be in the April 9 edition.
Athletes are welcomed to respond

with their training programs also.
e-mail dcorbin@goleader.com

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY AGGRESSIVE, ESPECIALLY UNDER THE BOARDS...Raider senior Justin Fletcher, No. 15, attempts to knock
the ball from Blue Devil Colin Freer’s grasp in Scotch Plains. Fletcher pulled 12 rebounds in that game.
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Graceffo, Wilkinson Led Villanova U. Baseball
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Blue Devil Matmen Reached Sectional Finals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

Blue Devil Swim Girls Won UCT; Finish 12-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

Senior co-captain Luke Hoerle had
a remarkable four-year varsity career.
He won his fourth UCT title and
interestingly, when he defeated SPF
Raider Brandon Bowles, 8-5, for the
126-lb title, he became the WHS all-
time winningest wrestler with 119
victories. Hoerle would win his third
district title. Next Hoerle, who already
had two region titles stuffed into his
belt, placed second at the Region 4
Tournament to qualify for the NJSIAA
Tournament at AC for the third time.
At AC, Hoerle would place seventh
and finish his season 38-3 to up his
career record to 142-20. Both
Composto (107) and Hoerle (104)
were the only WHS matmen to achieve
100+ career wins as juniors.

Co-captain Jeremy Silber, a four-
year varsity wrestler, completed his
senior season in style with a district
title at 132-lbs, a fourth-place finish
in the region to qualify for AC and a
27-11 record. Silber also won his class
at the Roselle Park Tournament (RPT),
and placed second in the UCT. Last
year, he placed second in the district.

Senior co-captain Luke Scanlan
(160-lbs), also a four-year varsity
wrestler, began the season by taking
second in the RPT. He went on to
become the UCT champion and the
district champion and finished his
season 33-7.

Senior Quinn Gimblette (120-lbs),
an AC qualifier his junior season at
113-lbs, won his second district title
and finished with a 22-10 record.
Sophomore Luke Jacobs (113-lbs),
an RPT champ his freshman season,
placed second in the UCT, won his
second district title, placed fourth in
the region to qualify for AC and
finished with a 24-13 record.

Junior Jon Heard placed second in
the RPT, second in the UCT and
second in the district at 220-lbs and
finished 26-12. Last year, Heard
placed second in the district at 285-
lbs. Junior Anthony Ciotta, who
finished 19-15, made his mark this
season with some key wins. He also

placed third in the RPT and third in
the UCT at 152-lbs.

Two freshmen, Ethan Composto
(106-lbs) and Mike Murphy (138-lbs)

showed some big time promise.
Composto placed first in the RPT,
third in the UCT and second in the
district to finish 29-10. Murphy (138-
lbs) placed second in the RPT, second
in the UCT at 145-lbs, third in the
district and finished 23-9. Sophomore
Jack Price competed at 195-lbs and
finished 16-17. James Greco competed

at 182-lbs and finished 6-13.
Junior Mike Price (152-lbs) was

injured most of the season but
competed in six bouts. Dan Moriaru

(170-lbs) finished 6-12. Junior Will
Ricca placed third in the UCT at 285-
lbs but was injured and replaced by
senior Abdul Kharboutli. Sophomore
James McDermott got some varsity
action at 182-lbs.

The Blue Devils graduated a strong,
experienced group of seniors and will
be looking to fill the vacancies.

On January 21, IHA, as always,
brought a powerhouse to Wallace Pool
in Westfield but as opposed to last
year’s somewhat humiliating, 102.5-
67.5, defeat the Lady Blue Devil swim
team managed to shave 17 team points
off that spread in a far more
competitive 94-76 outcome. The 9-1
Blue Devils won three individual
events with sophomore Erin
McKinney winning the 50-freestyle,
Lane winning the 100-backstroke and
Abby McKinney winning the 100-
butterfly for the second year in a row
against IHA. The Blue Devils also
won the 400-freestyle relay.

Five days later, five years of Union
County Tournament dominance by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls swim
team finally came to an end at Sonny

Werblin Pool at Rutgers University
when the Blue Devils regained the
crown with a team total of 386. Erin
McKinney, Vivian Jeckell, senior
Marcelina Krowinska and McAndrew
took first in the 200-free relay at
1:38.93. McAndrew, Lane,
Krowinska and Abby McKinney took
top honors in the 400-free relay at
3:37.17

When it came time for the North
Jersey, Section 2, Public A
Tournament, the second-seeded Blue
Devils overwhelmed the Ridge Red
Devils, 117-53, in the semifinals,
beginning with Lane, Ellie Cestero,
Abby McKinney and Erin McKinney
winning the 200-medley relay.
Freshman Katherine Li, Lane,
Krowinska and Abby McKinney won

the 200-free relay, and Clara Lu, Sarah
Kennedy, Julia McGann and freshman
Abby Bebel won the 400-free relay.
McAndrew won the 200-free, Erin
McKinney won the 50-free, Lane won
the 100-free, McGann won the 100-
back and Bebel touched first in the
100-breast.

Their magnificent run came to an
end in the North 2, Public A final in a
106-64 setback to the Bridgewater-
Raritan Panthers. The Blue Devils
won only two individual events with
Abby McKinney taking top honors in
the 100-fly and Lane taking top honors
in the 500-free.

This season’s senior leadership
paved the way for the underclassmen
to have another successful season next
year.

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP
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PARKING LOTS
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BRICK PAVERS
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FREE ESTIMATES
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908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 70 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

  

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe

solid pitching once again plus solid
hitting to earn a 4-1 victory. Graceffo
improved to 4-0 in his four starts.
Again Graceffo was relieved by
Wilkinson, who was lights out on his
way to his third save of the season.

That was the third time that Graceffo
and Wilkinson have combined for the
win-save combination as the only two
pitchers used. In all three games, that
magic combo allowed just one run.
Against Bucknell, Graceffo pitched
6.1 innings and Wilkinson nailed down
the final 2.2 innings.

During Villanova’s 9-5 shortened
season, both Graceffo and Wilkinson
were selected Big East Pitcher of the

Week. Graceffo led the team with
four victories and Wilkinson led the
team with four saves.

Graceffo, who graduated from
Cranford High School in 2018, headed
the pitching staff and has had a

glorious career as a Cougar. Graceffo
demonstrated his worth in his
sophomore season when he tossed a
two-hitter against Somerville to earn
the Cougars the North Jersey, Section
2, Group 3 title.

David B. Corbin (April 2018 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT NERVOUS AT ALL...Cougar senior Gordon Graceffo was not nervous at
all and said “It was a done deal” when he asked Caroline McCaffery to the Prom
on April 14, 2018.

In 2017, Graceffo was the winning
pitcher when the Cougars defeated
Chatham for the section crown. In the
Group 3 Championships at Toms
River South High School, Graceffo
pitched a two-hit shutout for seven
innings against Allentown but the
Redbirds struck for five runs in the
eighth to grab the title.

In his senior season, Graceffo in 51
innings, allowed 44 hits, 17 earned
runs and nine walks, while striking
out 52 to finish with a 4-3 record and
a 2.33 earned run average (ERA).

As a freshman at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, Wilkinson, who graduated
last year, in 24.2 innings, fanned 26
batters, walked 17 and hit five batters
to finish 2-4 with a 3.12 ERA. In his
sophomore season, Wilkinson in 49
innings, had a 1.31 ERA, walked 22,
struck out 46 and finished with a 4-3
record. Wilkinson was selected for
the Union-Essex Underclassman All-
Star Game and the Garden State
Underclassman All-Star game.

In his junior season, Wilkinson
recorded 20 strikeouts in a stunning
victory over Union. Until he was
injured midway through the season,
Wilkinson in 28.33 innings, recorded
a 2.20 ERA with 56 strikeouts, 24
hits, 16 walks and a hit batter and
finished with a 2-0 record.

In his senior season, Wilkinson in
50 innings, allowed 21 hits, walked or
hit (W-HP) 21 and five batters,
respectively, struck out 77 batters and
recorded a 4-1 record with one save
for a 1.82 ERA.PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were
TABLED by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 24th day of
March 2020, and that said Ordinances will
be considered for final adoption at a meet-
ing of the said Township Council to be held
in the Council Chambers, 430 Park Av-
enue, on the 16th day of June 2020 at 7:00
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinances and all interested per-
sons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinances can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.

ORDINANCE 2020-6

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, SUBCHAP-
TER 23-3.2 ENTITLED “ZON-
ING MAP” OF THE TOWN-
SHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ORDINANCE TO REZONE
BLOCK 5503, LOT 1 (2650
ROUTE 22) FROM THE R-2
RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO THE
B-3 HIGHWAY BUSINESS
ZONE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE RECOMMENDA-
TIONS MADE IN A MEMO-
RANDUM (“THE REPORT”)
DATED MAY 24, 2019 WHICH
WAS MEMORIALIZED IN A
RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY
THE PLANNING BOARD ON
JULY 22, 2019.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 04/02/20, The Times Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 24th of March
2020.

ORDINANCE 2020-4

ORDINANCE SUPPLEMENT-
ING AND AMENDING THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, CHAP-
TER VII, ENTITLED TRAFFIC,
SECTION 7-3.5 “NO STOP-
PING OR STANDING”,
SCHEDULE III.

ORDINANCE 2020-5

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE SALARIES AND WAGES
OF MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES.

ORDINANCE 2020-7

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 10 PARKS AND
GOLF COURSES, OF THE
CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, SEC-
TION10-1, PUBLIC GOLF
COURSES, SUBSECTION 10-
1.5(A)( 1.-4.) FEES, RENTS
AND CHARGES.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 04/02/20, The Times Fee: $32.13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WINNER OF THE 100-BACKSTROKE AGAINST IHA...Blue Devil freshman Lauren Lane won the 100-backstroke event
in the meet against No. 2 Immaculate Heart Academy on January 21 in Westfield.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING THE TAKEDOWN...Blue Devil senior Jeremy Silber sets up a takedown on Raider Kyle Robinson during the
Third Annual Salute to Military Service Mat Classic. Silber won a District 14 title and qualified for the NJSIAA Tourney.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HALF AND A WRIST...Senior Luke Scanlan works a wrist/half nelson combina-
tion on his Raider opponent Jack Manville at 170-lbs.
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Westfield Pediatric
Dental Group

Dentistry for Infants, Children
Adolescents, and Special Needs

555 Westfield Avenue, Westfield
www.kidsandsmiles.com

908-232-1231

Julie Jong, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
Board Certified

Kelly Walk, D.D.S.
Board Certified

John Chang, D.D.S.
Board Certified

• New Patients Welcome
• Laser Dentistry
• In Office General Anesthesia

Sara Karlin, D.D.S.
Board Certified

– Obituaries –
Thomas F. Hahner, 69, Family Man,
Dedicated Coach, Hospital Volunteer

Thomas F. Hahner

Thomas Fredrick Hahner, 69, of
Wendell, N.C., died on Saturday,
March 21, surrounded by his wife
and sons. He was born on January 6,
1951 in Jersey City, N.J.
(Hudson County) to the
late Fredrick Joseph and
Mary Hynes Hahner. He
was preceded in death by
his brother, Freddie
Hahner.

Tom was a dedicated
Roadway Express terminal
manager for 35 years. He
was an avid sports fan and
a committed volunteer in
the Scotch Plains/
Fanwood community.
Coach Hahner will always
be remembered by the
players on his many baseball teams.

During his retirement, he
volunteered at Robert Wood Johnson
and UNC Johnson hospitals. Tom was
a loving and devoted husband, father

and grandfather; he cherished the time
he spent with his grandchildren.

He is survived by his wife and best
friend, Irene Annette Winheim Hahner;

sons, Doug Hahner (Tina)
and Ryan Hahner (Chris);
siblings, Joanne Ryan,
Maureen Vezza (Vincent)
and Joseph Hahner;
grandchildren, Owen,
Dylan and Teagan, and a
large extended family.

In lieu of flowers,
memorials are requested to
the Michael J. Fox
Foundation.

Due to current
restrictions, a memorial
service will be held this
summer in New Jersey.

Arrangements are with Strickland
Funeral Home & Crematory, 211
W. Third Street, Wendell, N.C.;
www.stricklandfuneral.com.

April 2, 2020

George F. MacKenzie, 83, Was Deeply
Devoted to His Family and Church

George F. MacKenzie

George F. MacKenzie, 83, a longtime
resident of Westfield, N.J., went into
the presence of his Savior and the Lord
of his life on Thursday, March 26, at
home in Holmdel, N.J. George was the
son of Fred and Edith (Gibb)
MacKenzie and grew up in
Kenilworth, N.J. He
attended Jonathan Dayton
Regional High School in
Springfield, N.J., and
Wheaton College in
Wheaton, Ill. After
graduation he joined his
father in the family
business, MacKenzie Door
Company, located on
Reade Street in New York
City. MacKenzie Door was
originally a factory
representative business for
Rixson door hardware, and
over the next 48 years that George was
with the company he grew it to become
the largest manual and automatic
commercial door service and
installation business in the New York
Metro area.

George was a lifelong member of
Kenilworth Gospel Chapel in
Kenilworth, N.J., and deeply involved
in the life of the church, first as a
trustee and then for many years as an
elder. In addition to his public roles in
the church George was a leader in
many other quiet ways as well. The
church that George cared about was
the people, to shepherd them towards
a deeper understanding and love for
his Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, and
to assist them however he could. He
was a father figure to many in the help
and direction he gave them.

George was also an athlete and a

sports fan and golfer. He still holds
two football records at Wheaton
College and continued to follow their
sports programs, watching games
online. He enjoyed watching his
grandchildren play sports and would

often go to a game he was
aware of for someone from
Kenilworth Chapel to
support them. As a golfer
he was a former member
at Echo Lake Country
Club and enjoyed the
competition of playing
golf with several different
groups of friends.

George loved and cared
for his family, his wife,
Caryl (Anderson)
MacKenzie, and his three
children, Scott
MacKenzie and his wife,

Barb, of Westfield, N.J., Karyn Bush,
who predeceased him, and her
husband, Joseph Bush, of Andover,
Minn., and Kim Trimmer and her
husband, David Trimmer, of High
Bridge, N.J., as well as his sisters,
Edith Davies of Mechanicsburg, Pa.
and Mildred MacKenzie of Fort
Myers, Fla. He enjoyed the company
of his grandchildren, Ian, Grace and
her husband, Ben Hess, Shaun,
Hannah and Erin, as well as his great-
grandson, Finley.

George was interred at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield in a private
ceremony on Monday, March 30, 2020,
due to the current circumstances. We
hope to have a Celebration of Life
Memorial Service at some time in the
future. As we are not able to hold
Memorial Services at this time, please
take this opportunity to post any
pictures, thoughts or memories you
have of George on the Gray Funeral
Home website in the Guestbook or
Photo sections. Donations in lieu of
flowers may be given to Christian
Missions in Many Lands (CMML) at
https://www.cmml.us/.

For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but
have eternal life. John 3:16 (NIV).

Arrangements are by Gray Funeral
Home of Cranford. Please go to:
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
condolences.

April 2, 2020

Richard Parry, U.S. Army Veteran;
Family Man and Friend to Many

Richard Parry of Westfield, N.J.,
passed away on Saturday, March
21, 2020, at Overlook Medical
Center after a long illness.

Richard was born on August 18,
1941 to Gladys and
Cecil Parry and grew up
in Mountainside, N.J.

Following high
school,  Richard
proudly served three
years in the United
States Army.  After
receiving an honorable
discharge, he began his
career as an electrician
with IBEW Local No.
52 and later Local No.
164. He worked in
construction for many
years followed by 21
years at  Anheuser-
Busch Brewing Co. in Newark, N.J.
He retired in 2001.

Richard is survived by his loving
wife of 55 years, Patricia (Pells);
his sister, Roberta Rountree, and
her husband, Michael, and four

sisters-in-law, Kathleen Desch,
Geraldine Miksiewicz and her
husband, Frank, Jacqueline Pells,
and Marilyn Cyr and her husband,
Maurice. He is also survived by

eight nieces and six
nephews and many
treasured friends. He
was predeceased by his
parents and his sister,
Kathleen Ruggeri.

An avid biker, scuba
diver and traveler,
Richard enjoyed life to
the fullest. A friend to
many — he will be
greatly missed by all of
those who loved him.

Due to the current
COVID-19 virus
restrictions, a funeral
cannot be held at this time.

A memorial to celebrate his life will be
held at a later date. Information will be
available through Dooley Colonial
Funeral Home of Westfield, N.J.
(www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com).
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Richard Parry

Brenda Luria, 74, Enjoyed Family,
Animals, Beach Visits and Traveling

Brenda Luria, 74, passed away
peacefully at her home surrounded
by loving family on Monday, March
30, 2020. Born in Somerville, N.J.,
Brenda grew up in Raritan. She was
a graduate of Bridgewater High
School and went to nursing school at
St. Peter’s College.

Brenda worked for many years in
a pediatrics office in Livingston.

Brenda loved animals, the beach,
traveling and spending time laughing
with family.

She is survived by her beloved
husband, Roger J. Luria, Jr.; her three
daughters, Darlene, Nicole and
Rachel; sons-in-law, Robert and
Brian, and grandsons, Dylan, Robbie
and Tyler.

Private services were entrusted to
Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood. In lieu of flowers,
donations to the Alzheimer’s
Association would be greatly
appreciated.
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Stanley Blaszik, 91, Devoted to Family;
Enjoyed Being Neighborhood Butcher
Stanley Blaszik, 91, of Bayonne,

N.J., passed away on Wednesday,
March 25, 2020.

He was married to his devoted
wife, Jeanette (née Powasnik) for 66
years, and is survived by his beloved
daughter, Janice (Kevin) Killen, and
his cherished grandchildren, Kristie
Killen and Kerri (Dan) McGrory.

Stanley retired as a butcher at the
age of 88 years, most recently from
Frank’s Meat Market in Scotch
Plains.

Stanley will be remembered for
his dedication to his family, his
woodworking, and his joy of being
the neighborhood butcher.

All services were held privately.
April 2, 2020 Stanley Blaszik

Jonathan Paul William Thompson
Forever In Our Hearts

Jonathan Paul William Thompson,
February 24, 1965 to September 26,
2019, and forever in our hearts.

It is with deep sadness that we say
goodbye to our beloved Jonathan (in
the physical form we knew and loved
so well).

He was 54. We wanted to share
more time together; it seemed too soon,
as it always does with those we love.
There is some comfort in knowing he
lived his life to the fullest, with great
joy and a rare intensity for living.

Jonathan was born in
Pembrokeshire, Wales.
Due to his father’s work
(the late dearly loved and
missed, Graham
Thompson), the family
lived in several countries
— England, India and
the USA. Jonathan
attended Westfield High
School and graduated
from The American
School in London. He
then attended Drew
University and
graduated in 1988 with a
degree in political
science. He was a natural athlete from
a very early age, always “the fastest
boy in the school.” He loved sprinting
and enjoyed rugby in high school and
university. Another talent that was
evident from a very early age was
Jonathan’s artistic ability. It seemed
as if he was drawing nonstop his
entire life. In his childhood, he made
countless flip books from “chubby”
pads and hundreds, if not thousands,
of cartoon drawings. In more recent
decades he made huge volumes of
drawings in classic artist sketchbooks.
Jonathan was famous for sending
handmade, personalized cards to his
family and friends, whom he loved so
much. He would make each card with
such care, creativity and precision.
Inside the card would be one of his
original poems — simple, eloquently
written and so well thought out,
touching on a humorous moment or a
beautiful memory. The cards would
arrive in a handmade envelope on
birthdays, holidays and the change of
seasons. Celebrating any event in
person, Jonathan would
ceremoniously recite his poem to the
guest of honor with love and
enthusiasm. His poems and cards
became a family tradition.

Jonathan had an incredible sense
of humor. He was quick and witty,
and never failed to be able to see
people and situations from a
humorous perspective. His
intelligence and insight made the jokes
even more brilliant. He had an ability
to connect to people and understand
what was important to them, and with
his great sense of the ridiculous, he
found a way to make everyone laugh.

During his years at Drew University,

he met the love of his life, Elizabeth
(Betsy). It was true love right from
the start. There were some years apart
after university, but they reunited and
had many wonderful adventures
together. They shared so much love
and so many happy times. They
married in 2018.

Jonathan worked in design and
production in multiple advertising
companies and departments including
DMB&B, USB, The Arnell Group
and more. He also lived in Seattle and

worked at Publicis. His
last job was at JP
Morgan Chase in New
York as a presentation
specialist. He was
e x c e p t i o n a l l y
hardworking, creative,
meticulous and tireless.
He was respected and
loved by his colleagues.
Over the years he made
many friends through
his work; he treasured
these friends and all the
friendships in his life.

Jonathan adored
music and had a song

for everyone; his playlists are
phenomenal. He dove passionately
into a multitude of genres and artists,
gaining so much knowledge and
information, understanding and
feeling the music with passion, he
would spend hours and days making
a “mega mix” for someone he loved.

It is hard to say goodbye and to live
life here without him, but we are
thankful for all the amazing times we
had together.

My darling, beautiful, courageous
brother, I speak for all of us,

Our fantastic and extraordinary,
beautiful, amazing mother, Shirley,
who adores you, your truly wonderful,
exceptional, adoring sister, Fiona, and
brother-in-law, Kurt, your devoted,
adoring, beautiful, completely
amazing, incredible wife, Betsy, and
your extended Sulavik family, your
incredible, loving nieces and
nephews, your gorgeous, loving
cousins, aunts and uncles and your
fabulous friends, we will all love you
forever.

Your adoring sister, Nicola
oxoxoxoxox

“Thank you for the days, those
endless days, those sacred days you
gave me,

I’m thinking of the days...days I’ll
remember all my life...

and though you’re gone
You’re with me every single day,

believe me” (R. Davies).
A fundraiser has been set up to help

pay for medical bills: A fundraiser
has been set up to help pay for medical
bills: https://www.gofundme.com/f/
in-loving-memory-of-jonathan-
thompson.
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Jonathan Thompson

When You
Want Results–
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Inexpensive

Joanne Aspinall Sullebarger
Beloved Mother and Grandmother

Joanne Sullebarger

Joanne Aspinall Sullebarger, a
Westfield resident for over 50 years,
passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, March 25,
2020, in Cincinnati,
where she had lived
since 2014.

Born in Newark in
1930, she attended the
Vail-Deane School in
Elizabeth. She received a
Bachelor of Arts from
Douglass College in 1952
after also attending Mount
Holyoke College and
Barnard, and later
obtained a certificate from
the New York School of
Interior Design.

She married Franklyn Jackson
Sullebarger in 1951, and they
celebrated their 65th wedding
anniversary in 2016. In addition to
being a mother of three, Joanne
applied her ample artistic talents to
fashion modeling, interior design and
gardening. Her charitable activities
included the Garden Club of
Westfield, the Junior League, and the
St. George’s Society of New York.
She enjoyed membership at Echo

Lake Country Club in Westfield and
the Dorset Field Club in Dorset,
Vermont, and was a champion golfer.

Joanne is survived by
three children — Beth
(David Edmundson) of
Cincinnati ,  Dr.  J .
Thompson (Sutha
Kulagnanam) of
Tampa, and Robert
(Elizabeth Canevari) of
Harvard, Mass. — and
four grandchildren —
Jeffrey,  Melissa,
William and Jane. She
was predeceased by her
husband, Franklyn J.
Sullebarger.

Joanne’s burial will
take place at Fairview Cemetery. A
celebration of her life will be held on
a future date. Contributions may be
made to the Rutgers University
Foundation for the Donald B.
Aspinall Memorial Fund, or a charity
of your choice. Arrangements are by
Gray Funeral Directors of Westfield.
Please go to:
www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
condolences.
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Kenneth Allen Genoni
Kenneth Allen Genoni, “Ken” and

“Papa,” 82, beloved husband, father,
grandfather, and friend, formerly of
Westfield and Monmouth Beach, New
Jersey, passed away in peace on
Monday, March 23, 2020, at his home
in the Cedarfield Retirement
Community, Richmond, Virginia, in
the company of his devoted wife of 50
years, Marta Elena
Reinoso Genoni. He was
known above all for his
kindness and care for
others, especially his
family, as well as his
intelligence, sense of
humor, and love of music.

Ken was preceded in
death by his father, Nello
Genoni (Giagnoni); his
mother, Dina Riccioni
Genoni (Giagnoni), and
his sister, Betty Jean
Giagnoni Burke. He is
survived by his loving
wife, Marta; his doting
daughters, Mia Reinoso Genoni and
Marla Reinoso Genoni Norton; his
dedicated son-in-law, Brian Joseph
Norton; and his cherished
grandchildren, Sebastian and
Maximilian Norton, who have started
calling him “Obi-Wan Genoni.”

Born on November 8, 1937, Ken
grew up in Farmington, Illinois. He
earned a Bachelor of Science in
Chemical Engineering from Purdue
University in 1959, as well as a JD in
1966 and an LLM in 1974 from New
York University School of Law. He
was a member of the New York, New
Jersey, and District of Columbia Bar
Associations, and was registered with
the United States Patent and Trademark
Office. He served as a Lieutenant in
the United States Navy from 1959 to
1961, during which time he taught,
and was considered an expert on,
nuclear survival, at Fort McClellan in
Aniston, Alabama.

Ken enjoyed a long and successful
career as a patent attorney, mediator,
and arbitrator – work that took him
around the world. His career started
with Exxon, after which he joined
Amster, Rothstein, & Engelberg. He
served as Vice-President and Chief
Patent Counsel for Engelhard Corp.,
Celanese, American Hoechst, and
Hoechst-Celanese, including Hoechst-
Roussel Pharmaceuticals, Inc. He then
became the World Director of Patents
for Hoechst A.G. and Hoechst Marion-
Roussel A.G., where his work took
him and his family to live in Frankfurt,
Germany. In 2000 Ken joined Fish &
Neave, which became part of Ropes &

Kenneth A. Genoni

Gray, in New York. He then helped
open their Washington, D.C. office.
From 2008 until he retired in 2015,
Ken had an office for Mediation and
Arbitration in Westfield, New Jersey.

His professional associations
included the Association of the Bar of
the City of New York, the Association
of Corporate Patent Counsel, the

World Intellectual Patent
Organization, Tau Beta
Pi, Omega Chi Epsilon,
Phi Lambda Upsilon, the
New Jersey Intellectual
Property Law
Association, the
American Intellectual
Property Law
Association, and the New
Jersey Association of
Professional Mediators.

His passions included
his family, music,
Catholicism, and
volunteering. An operatic
tenor, he sang with The

Choral Arts Society of New Jersey,
the Sängerchor of New York, The
German-American Community Choir
of Frankfurt, The Cathedral Choral
Society of the Washington National
Cathedral, and the Canterbury Singers
of New York. He was a cantor at the
Church of the Precious Blood,
Monmouth Beach, and a lector at St.
Stephen Martyr Church in
Washington, D.C. While living at
Cedarfield he was a member of the
Choir, the Men’s Choir, and the Men’s
Monthly Group, and was involved in
Sunday Services.

Ken was an active member of the
Oak Knoll School Fathers’ Club,
serving as president in 1986-87. When
living in New York he recorded books
for the blind and volunteered at
Covenant House. In D.C. he read on
his lunch hour to underprivileged
children. He was a literacy volunteer
in Union County, New Jersey, and a
member of their board from 2009 to
2011, as well as a member of the
Westfield Council 1711 Knights of
Columbus, the American Legion Post
3, Echo Lake Country Club, the
Deutscher Club of Clark, the Westfield
Tennis Club, and the Monmouth
Beach Pavilion.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to the Cedarfield Angel Fund, in
memory of our dear angel Ken: 2300
Cedarfield Parkway, Richmond, Va.
23233. A memorial service will be held
at a later date, and an inurnment will be
held in the University of Richmond
Columbarium & Memorial Garden.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under

N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 4/21/20, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:

Maintenance Fence Repair Contract, North-2020, Various Locations, Bergen,
Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union, and Warren (Including and

North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 20462
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.

127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and

Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,

Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontrac-
tors prior to contract award or authorization.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compli-
ance at the time of bid.

Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organiza-
tions at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New  Jersey 07856 Cherry Hill, New Jersey  08002
973-601-6690 856-486-6623

3 T - 04/02/20, 04/09/20 and 04/16/20, The Leader Fee: $168.30

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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DIVORCE MEDIATION
“Problem Solving for Families in Transition”

· Divorce Mediation 
· Collaborative Divorce
· Mediation Counseling
· Attorney Review 

THE LAW OFFICES OF MICHAEL R. MAGARIL
1044 Route 22 W.  Ste. 2  Mountainside, NJ  07092   (908) 389-0100

Visit our website at www.magaril.com    e-mail: mrm@magaril.com

A FRACTION OF  THE COST 
OF  TRADITIONAL DIVORCE

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

This is your new home

we are talking about

Owen Brand

Mortgage Development Officer

Phone - 908.789.2730

Cell - 908.337.7282

Email - owen.brand@santander.us

NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.     C0427_12F   12/09/16

Garwood and Scotch Plains
Lauded For Health Efforts

GARWOOD/SCOTCH PLAINS
— Mobile fresh food markets.
Community walks. Weight-loss
challenges. Healthy corner stores.
Outdoor yoga. Bike trails. Health
fairs.

These and other innovative
programs have helped New Jersey
communities win recognition
through the New Jersey Health Care
Quality Institute’s annual Mayors
Wellness Campaign “New Jersey
Healthy Town” designation.

Seven communities participating
in the Mayors Wellness Campaign
(MWC), a program of the Quality
Institute, in partnership with the
New Jersey State League of
Municipalities, were named 2019
Healthy Towns. Another 12 towns
were designated as 2019 Healthy
Towns to Watch, and five were
recognized as 2019 Healthy Town
Up and Coming.

Each year,  communities
participating in the MWC complete
a comprehensive application
outlining the research they have
done to identify their community
health needs, explain how they have
organized their  local  MWC
committee, and highlight the
actions they have taken to make
their communities healthier places
to live, work and play.

Garwood was among those
municipalities named as a 2019
Healthy Town to Watch. The
Garwood MWC has significant
support not only from its current
mayor, but its former mayor
continues to be the driving force
for the program as well. In addition
to the programs Garwood provides
for residents, such as supermarket
tours and monthly Walks With the
Mayor, the borough has taken the
lead on providing a space for Union
County MWCs to come together to
collaborate on programming and
share best practices.

“Wellness and sustainability are
growing concepts at workplaces
and schools, so I am extremely

proud of Garwood adding our
community as a whole to the list of
Healthy Towns to Watch,” said
Mayor Sara Todisco.  “This
outstanding accomplishment could
not have been possible without the
engagement from our residents and
from the volunteers on the Mayors
Wellness Campaign, led by former
Mayor Charles Lombardo.”

Scotch Plains has been honored
as a 2019 Healthy Town. The
community received a Healthy
Town to Watch designation in 2018
and has worked hard to become a
2019 Healthy Town.
Cardiovascular disease was the
primary focus for Scotch Plains’
2019 Mayors Wellness Campaign.
The township also focused on
mental health concerns in the
community.  Some activit ies
provided this year included:

Summer Solst ice Yoga —
Outdoor yoga was offered at no
charge for residents, giving them
the opportunity to increase their
physical and mental well-being as
well  as connect with fel low
residents.

Foodstock — A summer food
collection to help food pantries
generate donations during a time
of year when food scarcity is high.
This addressed the issue of access
to healthy foods as well.

Scotch Plains makes an effort to
partner with local organizations for
their  programming and
approximately 3,000 residents
participated in MWC events in
2019.

“Achieving the Healthy Town
designation is  a tremendous
achievement for Scotch Plains,”
said Mayor Alexander Smith. “It
reflects our commitment to being a
sustainable community and our
recognition that healthy lifestyles
on the part of our residents are a
key component of our community.
Thank you to the MWC partners
who, day to day, provide great
wellness programs — healthy
eating, exercise, mental wellness
and clean environment — for our
residents. Our working together as
a team to maximize the wellness
opportunities for our residents is
amazing.

“Let me finally thank Margaret
Heisey, my MWC director, who
tirelessly, enthusiastically, and with
great love uses her expertise to
make this program a success,” said
Mayor Smith. “You just never know
where Margaret and I will show up
to help promote and participate in
a wellness program.”

Historical Soc./Drake House
Lets Kids Learn at Home

PLAINFIELD — As a community
service, the Historical Society of
Plainfield/Drake House Museum
has put online young children’s
activities for learning at home.

These are the activities that the

Historical Society of Plainfield
would normally provide to students
who visit the museum. Since the
museum is closed until further
notice, the board of trustees thought
this was a way they could help
children learn about their
community while they are home.
The activities can be accessed at
drakehouseplainfieldnj.org/at-
home-learning.html.

Donations to support  the
Historical Society of Plainfield’s
public programs and preservation
of the Drake House are always
appreciated. The Historical Society
of Plainfield is  a  registered
501(c)(3) tax-exempt non-profit
organization. Donations are tax-
deductible to the extent allowable
by law.

Donations may be made via
PayPal on the Drake House website,
d r a k e h o u s e p l a i n f i e l d n j . o rg /
support-us.html, or checks may be
made out to the Historical Society
of Plainfield and mailed to: 602
West Front Street, Plainfield, N.J.
07060.

Area Students Earn Honors
At University of Alabama

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — A total of
12,050 students enrolled during the
2019 Fall semester at The University
of Alabama were named to the Dean’s
List, with an academic record of 3.5
or above, or the President’s List, with
an academic record of 4.0 (all A’s).

The University of Alabama Dean’s
and President’s lists recognize full-
time undergraduate students. The lists
do not apply to graduate students or
to undergraduate students who take
less than a full course load.

The following local students made
The University of Alabama Dean’s
List for Fall 2019:

Paige Barrett Hoblitzell, Ava B.
Steele and Max D. Steele, all of

Scotch Plains, and Diana L.
Fitzmaurice, Alexa Marie Habib,
Anthony Louis Iacoponi and Kaitlin
Ann Mackin, all of Westfield.

Additionally, Javon Corey Reis-
Wilson of Mountainside was named
to The President’s List at the
University of Alabama for Fall 2019.

The University of Alabama is the
state’s oldest and largest public
institution of higher education.

WE WELCOME YOU...The Reverend Andy Kruger, rector of the Trinity
Episcopal Church in Cranford, invites all to be part of Trinity’s online Holy Week
services leading up to the Sunday, April 12 celebration of Easter. Holy Week
observances will begin with Passion/Palm Sunday on April 5.

Trinity Episcopal to Offer
Holy Week Services Online

CRANFORD — The Trinity
Episcopal Church of Cranford will
celebrate Holy Week online this year
to help suppress the spread of the
Coronavirus.

“Holy Week, from Palm/Passion
Sunday through Easter, especially the
Holy Triduum services of Maundy
Thursday (the Last Supper), Good
Friday, and the Paschal Vigil,
encapsulate the heart of the Christian
faith,” said The Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s rector.

“Even though we won’t be
together in person, it will be very
important to pray together as a
community of faith even online. We
invite everyone to join us,” Father
Kruger continued.

All of Trinity’s Holy Week services
can be accessed through Zoom. The
instructions are on Trinity’s website,
trinitycranford.org. The service
schedule is as follows:

Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5 — 8
a.m. Rite I Service of the Word with
Spiritual Communion via Zoom; 10
a.m. — Rite II Service of the Word
with Spiritual Communion via Zoom.

Monday, April 6 — 8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer via Zoom. No Evening
Prayer during Holy Week. 7 p.m. Desert
Spirituality; Excerpts from the Writing
of Henri Nouwen via Zoom.

Tuesday, April 7 — 8:30 a.m.

Morning Prayer via Zoom. No Evening
Prayer during Holy Week. 7 p.m. Desert
Spirituality; Excerpts from the Writing
of Henri Nouwen via Zoom.

Wednesday, April 8 — 8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer via Zoom. No Evening
Prayer during Holy Week. 7 p.m. Desert
Spirituality; Excerpts from the Writing
of Henri Nouwen via Zoom.

Thursday, April 9 — 8:30 a.m.
Morning Prayer via Zoom. No Evening
Prayer during Holy Week. 6 p.m.
Triduum I; Maundy Thursday Service
of the Word with Spiritual Communion
via Zoom. After the online service,
Worship at Home — Agape Meal with
Stripping of the Family Table.

Friday, April 10 — 8:30 a.m.
Triduum II; Good Friday Liturgy with
Passion Narrative and Adoration of
the Cross via Zoom; Anytime Worship
at Home — Stations of the Cross.

Saturday, April 11 — 8 p.m. Triduum
III; Paschal Vigil with Service of Light
and Renewal of Baptismal Vows via
Zoom. After the online service,
Worship at Home — Telling the Great
Stories of the Faith around a Fire
(smores are compulsory).

Sunday, April 12 — 11:15 a.m.
Watch the Easter Day Eucharist live
from the Washington National
Cathedral (cathedral.org).

For more information, call (908)
276-4047 or visit trinitycranford.org.

John Richard “Dick” Coates, Sr.
died on Saturday, March 28, 2020,
at Center for Hope Hospice in Scotch
Plains. Born and raised in Rochester,
N.Y., he had been a resident of
Westfield since 1964. Dick was the
youngest of four siblings. He
graduated from West High School
in Rochester in 1950, was the
president of his senior class, and
earned five varsity letters in soccer
and wrestling.

After graduating high school, Dick
enlisted in the Air Force and served in
the 47th Bombardment Group until
his honorable discharge as a sergeant
in 1954. Upon his discharge, he
enrolled at the University of Maryland
on the G.I. Bill. He played three years
varsity soccer and captained the team
his senior year (1958) to a 9-0-1 record
and a No. 3 national ranking. He
earned first-team All-America honors
in 1957 and leading the team in goals
with 11. He graduated in 1959 with a
degree in business.

In 1959, Dick went to work in sales
for the Service Bureau Corporation, a
subsidiary of IBM, which was later
bought and merged into Ceridian. He
rose to vice-president of sales and
marketing before retiring in 1992 from
Ceridian. Upon retiring, he

volunteered as a dispatcher for both
the Westfield Police and Westfield
Rescue Squad for 14 years.

Dick was a member of Plainfield
Country Club since 1970. He
enjoyed his golf, gin rummy, craps
tables and horse racing. He was an
avid reader and enjoyed fishing in
the Pocono Mountains.

He is survived by his beloved wife
of 59 years, Corinne (Kleinheksel)
Coates, and a sister, Lorene Burandt
of Rochester, N.Y.; three children,
daughter Kendrea (Coates) DeLauter
of Occoquan, Va., son John R. Coates,
Jr. of Washingtonville, N.Y.,
daughter-in-law Candy Coates of
Washingtonville, N.Y., and son David
Coates (Tara) of Columbia, Md., and
two grandchildren, Kevin Coates of
Florida, N.Y. and Kayla Coates of
Buffalo, N.Y.

A Celebration of Dick’s life is being
planned for the summer.
Arrangements have been entrusted
to Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood. For additional information
or to get service updates, please visit
www.fanwoodmemor ia l . com.
Memorial donations in Dick’s
memory may be made to the
Westfield Rescue Squad.
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John Richard ‘Dick’ Coates, Sr., Was
Retired Executive, Volunteer Dispatcher

A RAY OF HOPE...A cherry blossom
appears outside the Drake House
Museum, perhaps heralding better
days ahead.

Westfield Library Offers
Array of Online Activities

WESTFIELD — Despite being
closed during the COVID-19
outbreak, the Westfield Memorial
Library reminds patrons that the
library is “still just a click away.”

The library encourages patrons
to “keep an eye on our Facebook
page” to continue learning about
what they can access from the
comfort of their home and where
new ideas are posted daily.

Among the offerings are
opportunities to try a new craft via
creativebug.com/lib/wmlnj. Art and
Design, Kids, Sewing, Food and
Home are just a few of the categories
of crafts available for adults and
children alike to learn. Participants
just need to enter their library card
number to log into creativebug.com.

Girls Who Code is making
educational activities available for
download free of charge. Kids can
try activities weekly — some online,
some offline, with varying levels of
difficulty — over the course of the
next few months. A variety of fun
learning activities is featured, among
them Making a Binary Bracelet and
Digital Storytelling, on the library’s
Facebook page.

If young children are missing
Storytime at the library, they can catch
Miss Molly reading a new story every
Monday, Wednesday and Friday on
the library’s Facebook page.

For older children, the library will
present a Virtual LEGO Club and a
craft program.

Everyone can watch movies, listen
to music and read books with services
like Freading, Overdrive and Hoopla,
which can be found on the library’s
website.

Online access requires a library
card number. Those who do not have
a library card number may visit the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org, and register for a number,
which will be emailed to them.

Support Local Journalism

goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Photo courtesy of Dawn Heintz
STAY STRONG...The extended family members and friends of Dawn Heintz of Westfield orchestrate their remedy for relief
from being housebound. Cars were decorated, signs were drawn and cheers of hope yelled out of the caravan of cars that went
up and down streets spreading optimism while practicing social distancing. JP and Georgia Heintz, pictured, wave their “Stay
Strong” sign from the sunroof.

Families Think Outside the Box
With Schooling, Social Distancing

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written by The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — If necessity is the mother
of invention, teachers, parents and
families are learning how to reinvent
education. Since the shutting of the
schools in Westfield, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and Cranford because of
COVID-19, families with preschool
children to teenagers are realizing that
they need to think outside the proverbial
box to continue to foster learning in a
productive way.

Westfield High School (WHS) junior
Emily Klag spoke with The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times about how she and her
family have been coping with the new
school dynamic. “Personally, I like a
routine, so I get up each morning at
seven and do schoolwork from eight to
noon,” Emily explained. Her teachers
use Google Meet or Zoom to post
assignments and stay in touch, she
explained. “Most of the teachers give
us a weekly assignment,” she said, with
a set class schedule. “Overall, it’s been
a very loose system because the teachers
are learning different ways to present
material online,” Emily continued.
Ironically, even though Emily said that
she personally appreciates structure and
routine, what she likes most about how
she’s learning now is the “flexibility the
schedule allows.” She explained that
she, as well as her sister Grace, a
sophomore, can work on assignments
at their own pace.

Their fourth-grade sister Phoebe
needs mom’s watchful eye, however.
“Phoebe has two hours of schoolwork
a day,” Emily said. “So, she stays on top
of her schedule with my mom’s help.”
One of the benefits of this forced
isolation from others, Emily mentioned,
was having a family dinner every night.
“Usually, our family is so busy with
sports, dance, scouts and all, we don’t
eat together. So, this is a nice treat,”
Emily said. Their mom, Stacey, takes
time for herself by contributing to her
food blog on Facebook, “Salt & Pepper
Your Greens,” that features some kid-
friendly meal ideas.

Brooke May, a Westfield mother of
four, explained that routine is also key
in keeping her boys and daughter
engaged and focused. “We are trying to
keep a routine of breakfast, lunch and
dinner at the same time each day and the
same with bedtimes,” she said. With
Henry, 11, Madelyn, 7, Spencer, 5, and
William, 3, she said she has her hands
full. Henry attends Roosevelt
Intermediate School where he is given
instruction and lesson plans via Google
Classroom, posted either at the
beginning of the week or each morning.

“Work has been a combination of
online group meetings, prerecorded
videos, online projects, links to online
tools or worksheets,” Ms. May
explained in an email.

Her daughter Madelyn attends
Franklin Elementary School and was
given a packet of work on March 13 to
facilitate her distance learning. “The
principal and vice principal have
recorded morning announcements,
which is great to keep that routine
going,” Ms. May explained. Last week,
Madelyn was assigned a district email
account so second graders can join
Google Classroom. Ms. May ordered a
Chromebook for her daughter so she,
like her brother Henry, now has her
own. Like most of the other schools in
the area, she said, “Work is done either
on the computer with interactive games/
videos or from worksheets/pages that
were sent home.”

For her younger boys who attend
The Presbyterian Nursery School and
Kindergarten, they were given packets
on the last day of school, March 13, and
teachers have been in touch throughout
the week. A list of online tools was sent
via email as well.

Ms. May offered tips that she uses to
keep her kids on track. “Everyone helps
with their usual chores of making beds
and cleaning up from meals, which is a
huge help since I am so outnumbered!
Their daily routine includes lots of
exercise. “We have hiked more and
gone on more bike rides than ever,” she
said. Indoor down time includes
traditional games and crafts. “We have
played more board games and have
utilized every single crayon in the box
with craft projects [during this time],”
Ms. May said.

For her own mental health of being
with four children 24/7, she said, “I
have cut back on the amount I watch the
news. I find that while I like to be
informed in what is going on, I was not
being ‘present’. Turning off the TV or a
social media feed helps with that.”

Along the lines of keeping one’s
sanity, good educators know that variety
assists in fostering mental health.
Brookside Place Elementary School
(BPS) in Cranford is helping to
normalize the new distance learning
while engaging their students in
something just for fun. Last week, the
PTA posted an invitation to “Virtual
Spirit Week.” Students were invited
online to “take pictures of yourself and
ask your parents to post in the comments
of the daily Facebook post on the BPS
PTA Closed Group or email and we’ll
post for you!” Included in their spirit
week was Pajama Day, Crazy Hair Day,
Sports Day, Springtime Fun outdoors
and Cranford/BPS Pride Day.

Dawn Heintz’s family and some of
their neighbors in Westfield decided to
blow off steam last weekend by
decorating their cars on a Saturday,
making a caravan of hope and good
cheer, by riding around the
neighborhoods honking their horns and
flashing signs that said, “Stay Strong!”
The families maintained their social
distance while lifting the spirits of all
who saw them in person or online.

Another spirit lifter activity
circulating not only from Cranford
elementary-school teachers, but around
the world was initiated by teachers
encouraging their students to color a
big rainbow on a piece of paper with the
slogan, “Everything is going to be OK!”
and place it in a window. Then

encouraged families to go on a
“Rainbow Hunt Walk” to look for
rainbows. Children armed with chalk
were encouraged to draw rainbows and
artwork on their sidewalks and
driveways to send positive messages to
their neighbors.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, the Cerino family of Fanwood
is handling studies in a way that best
suits them. “My kids are very
independent,” Jessica Cerino said of
Josie, a senior, and Sam, a sophomore.
“I trust them to get their work done and
the teachers have been great in keeping
up with assignments.”

Josie shared, “It’s been difficult for
me to adjust to the change of not
interacting with my teachers face to
face, and not having peers to interact
with during class time, lunch, etc. As a
senior, I feel like I’m missing out on the
moments that are supposed to be special.
I do find, though, that being able to
interact with friends via the Internet and
chat programs and working on crafts
and hobbies serve as a good distraction
to help me cope.”

Likewise, her brother Sam is missing
face-to-face interaction in some of his
interests outside of the school day. “The
main problems for me are that my friend
time before and after school and during
lunchtime has been lost, and that
afterschool activities like jazz band and
volleyball have been canceled. These
were highlights of my school day that
are now gone.”

A mother in Cranford, Stephanie
Gannon, knows the hardships of
juggling working from home and
attending to the school and social needs
of her 10-year old and 8-year-old girls
and 18-month-old son with specific
medical needs. With both her and her
husband now working from home, they
try to arrange schoolwork, work time,
and free time. “We’re in uncharted
waters planning in unconventional
circumstances,” she said on a phone
interview. “Ultimately, I am proud of
Audrey, my fourth grader, and Evie, my
second grader, for being able to handle
the new routine,” she shared.

The learning curve in facing a new
normal may be great for some, but we
are all learning: learning how to survive,
helping each other and thinking outside
the normal “box.” Through the familiar
message of hope in a rainbow, though,
we’ll somehow prevail because we’re
all weathering this storm together.

Do you have a story or a photo you
wish to share? Email editor, Christina
Hinke, at ae@goleader.com.

Travel Agents Feel the Sting
From Virus-Related Cancellations

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

AREA — With vast swaths of the
country and the economy shutting down
amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, many
have canceled travel and vacation plans
not only for spring break, but also into
the summer and later in the year.

The U.S. State Department is
advising Americans to avoid
international travel. The U.S. hotel
industry is also facing disastrous
consequences and is seeking at least
$150 billion in federal aid, according
to a report from The Wall Street Journal
on March 17.

U.S. Travel Association Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) Roger Dow
said, in a release March 17, that
decreased travel due to the coronavirus
could wipe out $355 billion in total
travel spending this year. The economic
pain, he said, could be six times that of
9/11.

Chip Rogers, CEO of the American
Hotel and Lodging Association,
reported by Fox News on March 19,
said, the impact to the industry is more
severe than 9/11 and the great recession
of 2008 combined.

At particular risk from decreased
leisure and business travel are the local
travel agencies that have already
struggled ever since online booking
sites made vacation planning and airline
reservations easier for travelers.

“This is horrible. This is worse than
9/11,” Susan Brand of Brand Travel
Service in Westfield said. Back then “it
took a couple of years to rebound,” she
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times. She
worries that after the coronavirus
subsides, there will be a repeat next
winter. In recent days, she’s been
canceling every travel booking she made

for clients in the coming five months.
And she lamented that while the airlines
and the hospitality industries will likely
get federal bailouts, “it’s the local travel
agents who really suffer.”

Ms. Brand put in a plug for her and
her colleagues by asking people to forgo
online booking sites and instead use a
local agent, pointing out that the costs
are the same.

Carol Kearney, who owns Unique
Cruise & Travel in Garwood, called the
current situation “a big mess” and said
she’s worried that she will have to shut
down her business. She is also in the
process of trying to secure refunds for
her clients, and told The Leader/Times
that the airlines are issuing some refunds,
but with “huge restrictions.” Her agency
handles all business travel for the county
government and she said all county
travel has been canceled.

“Obviously, it’s been cancellation
after cancellation,” said Susan Pastuzyn,
the owner of Susan’s Travel in Westfield.
“My business is being slammed,” she
said, pointing out that agents typically
are paid their commissions only when

trips are actually taken. While she has
been working “endless hours” canceling
trips, she is “not being paid for all the
work that was done in the past nine to 12
months” arranging those trips in the
first place, Ms. Pastuzyn explained.
“We’re lucky if we don’t go out of
business.” She said she has experienced
problems with airlines and cruise
companies in securing refunds for her
clients.

One exception to the general sense
of pessimism came from Jean Ann
Honig of SeaBound Cruises in Scotch
Plains, who said, so far, the virus-
related effects were “not as
devastating as it could have been.”
Some cruise-related cancellations
have affected her, but she said that
she has been “very impressed” with
how the cruise lines have responded
and she praised their efforts at being
flexible with cancellations and
rebooking passengers. Ms. Honig said
those who have booked travel with
her for later in the year have not yet
canceled. “They’re waiting to see what
happens,” she said.

Virtual A&E to Keep Your Mood Up
AREA — Looking for some online

diversions while connecting to your
community during home quarantine?

The movie One Step Back about
the Westfield band Splooge will be
free via the movie’s Facebook page
for the weekend of April 4 and 5.

Cranford residents: follow Virtual
Cranford on Facebook where fun Live
events happen like “Couchfest”
providing a virtual space for local
musicians to perform, “Bingo,” where
residents can play Live Bingo and
win local prizes, a Social Distancing
Egg Hunt, and more added regularly.

Country singer Connor Myers of
Westfield has livestreamed porch
concerts on his Facebook and
Instagram in an effort to raise money
for Wounded Warrior Project.

Musician Michael Rosin (St.
Paul’s “Millennial Musicale”) now
posts music history stories at ko-
fi.com/museicalsphere.

Check out local fitness and dance
studio Instagram pages to join free
Live demos and classes.

Let us know what you “like” by
emailing editor, Christina Hinke, at
ae@goleader.com.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOPE SPRINGS ETERNAL...A Rainbow Hunt is one way families are staying
connected to their community while social distancing.



Ballyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, April 2, 2020

goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

Ballyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

HOERLE GETS MOST WHS CAREER WINS; PLACED 7TH AT AC; SILBER, JACOBS QUALIFIED FOR AC

Blue Devil Matmen Reached Sectional Final; Finished 16-3
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Expectations for a banner sea-
son were very promising in late
November for this year’s
Westfield High School wrestling
team but unfortunately for the
Blue Devils, some unexpected
wrenches got tossed into their
path. The Blue Devils expected
to dominate the county and win a
Union County Tournament (UCT)
title and they also expected that,
this time, they would wrest the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5

crown away from the Watchung
Hills Warriors, who had defeated
them twice in a row for the title.
Additionally, they expected to
defend their District 14 crown.

Boom! Right from the starting
block, senior co-captain CJ
Composto, a three-time district
and region champion, who placed
fifth at 106-lbs his sophomore
year at the NJSIAA Tournament
in Atlantic City (AC) and third at
126-lbs last year, injured his knee
and was out for the season.
Composto, who will wrestle for
The University of Pennsylvania,

entered the season with a career
won/lost record of 107-10, and
most likely would have been
ranked No. 1 at 132-lbs, since he
had beaten Joey Olivieri (Hanover
Park), 4-3, for third place at AC
last year. Olivieri had been ranked
No. 1 this season and went on to
win the title at AC.

Next came a wrenching stun-
ner when the Cranford Cougars
placed all 13 of their entries in
the top-5 to claim their sixth
straight UCT title to outpoint the
Blue Devils, 243-233.5. Wrench
No. 3 was a heartbreaking, 37-
27, loss to Watchung Hills for the
sectional title then wrench No. 4
arrived at the District 14 Tourna-
ment when the Cougars swiped

the title from the Blue Devils,
204-184.

The Blue Devils finished with a
16-3 record with their only two
regular-season losses being to
High Point, 52-16, and West
Essex, 42-22. The Blue Devils
did, however, defeat the Cou-
gars in a dual meet, 44-22, in
addition to recording key wins
over Rahway (42-24), Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (47-25),
Kittatinny (35-33), Warren Hills
(34-32) and Fair Lawn (46-30).
The Blue Devils swamped Perth
Amboy, 66-12, in the section
quarterfinals then stopped
Piscataway, 44-26, to advance
to the championship.

Senior co-captain Luke Hoerle
had a remarkable four-year var-
sity career. He won his fourth
UCT title and interestingly, when
he defeated SPF Raider Brandon
Bowles, 8-5, for the 126-lb title,
he became the WHS all-time
winningest wrestler with 119 vic-
tories. Hoerle would win his third
district title. Next Hoerle, who
already had two region titles
stuffed into his belt, placed sec-
ond at the Region 4 Tournament
to qualify for the NJSIAA Tourna-
ment at AC for the third time. At
AC, Hoerle would place seventh
and finish his season 38-3 to up
his career record to 142-20. Both
Composto (107) and Hoerle (104)
were the only WHS matmen to
achieve 100+ career wins as jun-
iors.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Probitas Verus Honos

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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Co-captain Jeremy Silber, a
four-year varsity wrestler, com-
pleted his senior season in style
with a district title at 132-lbs, a
fourth-place finish in the region
to qualify for AC and a 27-11
record. Silber also won his class
at the Roselle Park Tournament
(RPT), and placed second in the
UCT. Last year, he placed second
in the district.

Senior co-captain Luke Scanlan
(160-lbs), also a four-year var-
sity wrestler, began the season
by taking second in the RPT. He
went on to become the UCT cham-
pion and the district champion
and finished his season 33-7.

Senior Quinn Gimblette (120-
lbs), an AC qualifier his junior
season at 113-lbs, won his sec-
ond district title and finished
with a 22-10 record. Sophomore

Luke Jacobs (113-lbs), an RPT
champ his freshman season,
placed second in the UCT, won
his second district title, placed
fourth in the region to qualify for
AC and finished with a 24-13
record.

Junior Jon Heard placed sec-
ond in the RPT, second in the UCT
and second in the district at 220-
lbs and finished 26-12. Last year,
Heard placed second in the dis-
trict at 285-lbs. Junior Anthony
Ciotta, who finished 19-15, made
his mark this season with some
key wins. He also placed third in
the RPT and third in the UCT at
152-lbs.

Two freshmen, Ethan
Composto (106-lbs) and Mike
Murphy (138-lbs) showed some
big time promise. Composto
placed first in the RPT, third in

the UCT and second in the dis-
trict to finish 29-10. Murphy (138-
lbs) placed second in the RPT,
second in the UCT at 145-lbs,
third in the district and finished
23-9. Sophomore Jack Price com-
peted at 195-lbs and finished
16-17. James Greco competed
at 182-lbs and finished 6-13.

Junior Mike Price (152-lbs) was
injured most of the season but
competed in six bouts. Dan
Moriaru (170-lbs) finished 6-12.
Junior Will Ricca placed third in
the UCT at 285-lbs but was in-
jured and replaced by senior
Abdul Kharboutli. Sophomore
James McDermott got some var-
sity action at 182-lbs.

The Blue Devils graduated a
strong, experienced group of se-
niors and will be looking to fill the
vacancies.

This page is brought to you by:
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