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Scott Katz Deserves Your Vote for
Westfield Council, Ward 4

Scott Katz is running for Ward
4 Town Council and deserves
your vote. I’ve known Scott for
10 years, and his enthusiasm
and passion for the causes in
which he believes are conta-
gious.

Running for council to better
the Westfield community is
clearly one of those causes; the
time and effort Scott has de-
voted to meeting his potential
constituents and learning what
he can do to address their con-
cerns evidences his strong dedi-
cation to this goal.

Our families became friends
when a mutual friend introduced
us; our children are similar ages.

Since then my family has got-
ten to know him and his wife
Caroline and their children Nate
and Amelia, very well. On many
a night, you can find him, my
husband and our kids playing a
friendly (but competitive!) game
of hearts or spades. He has
coached my son’s basketball
team and two of my kids are
interning for his campaign (they
are big fans!).

Scott is smart, engaging, and
very motivated. We often talk
about work, and it’s obvious how
much he cares about his custom-
ers and how strong the relation-
ships he’s built with them are; I
see him regularly checking in
and working hard to listen to and
address their concerns. Scott’s
concern is genuine he means
what he says.

Nights at the Katz house often
lead to deep conversations about
ideas Scott has to correct an
injustice, assist a person or a
community in need (e.g., the
most recent was to drop off
bottles of water in Newark to
assist with the water crisis). Dur-
ing our conversations, his full
attention is focused on you; he
regularly follows up to see how
you’re feeling or if you still needed
help with something. He’s ex-

tremely selfless; he once drove
straight from work to jump my
husband’s car when my hus-
band was stranded in another
town.

Scott leads an active life. He’s
often up riding his bike early in
the morning, watching his daugh-
ter at one of her acting events, or
playing basketball with his son in
his backyard. On the weekends,
he and Caroline love to entertain
friends. You can often find Scott
at the grill or making his home-
made beans and rice.

As a resident of Westfield, there
are a lot of improvements to be
made around town that I would
like to see. We need more people
who will passionately advocate
for our businesses, our roads,
and all of the things that will
make Westfield an even more
desirable town and better place
to live. Scott could not be a bet-
ter fit for the job!

My family is proud to call him a
friend, and I know you will be
proud to have him as your town
councilman.

Sheri Pardo
Westfield

Sal Piarulli Is A Strong Backbone for
Garwood’s Board of Education

Mr. Sal Piarulli is currently serv-
ing on the Garwood Board of
Education and seeking another
three-year term.

In November 2016, he won a
three-year board seat as a write-
in candidate wherein he gra-
ciously accepted. As a board
member, Sal has been working
as a champion for every student,
he seeks opportunities to en-
hance student programs and re-
views every budget detail to en-
sure everyone who has a vested
interest in the school district is
represented.

Sal has lived in Garwood 12
years and has four children that
have either been through or are
now enrolled in the Garwood
school system. He is involved in
the community every step of the
way because of the friendships
his family has made and their

desire to ensure a great future
for their children in the town they
love.

Having served on the Board
myself, I urge residents to VOTE
IN SAL PIARULLI FOR ANOTHER
TERM in November. Garwood
needs a strong candidate who is
not afraid to challenge a situa-
tion. I have witnessed him vote
“NO” if he feels it’s not benefiting
the students for a better future
or the taxpayers of this town. I
have also seen him act proactively
to avoid unnecessary conflicts
down the road for all concerned.

Garwood Residents – Let’s re-
elect Mr. Piarulli to be a contin-
ued strong backbone on the
Garwood Board of Education.

Kathleen Patterson
Former Garwood BOE

Member

The One-Seat Commuter Ride to NYC
I would like to take a moment

to commend Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock, Councilman Marc
Lazarow, and Councilman Russ
Graham for being so active in
putting pressure on the New Jer-
sey Legislature and NJ Transit to
resume one seat rides on the
Raritan Valley transit line to New
York City Penn Station. 

All three of these candidates
are running for Garwood Coun-
cil, and as current council people,
they have addressed this issue
by holding a forum at Cross-
roads, handing out flyers at the
Newark train station, and speak-
ing publicly to get citizens in-
volved in putting public pressure
on those entities with the power
to implement direct service to
New York City from Garwood and
back. 

 For those who don’t take pub-
lic transportation, the current
route requires switching trains
at Newark Penn Station which
sometimes can result in an in-
creased commute of at least 20

minutes at best and at worst can
lead to missing catching the next
train if the train is delayed.
Garwood needs elected officials
who understand that shorter
commutes to New York City from
Garwood will result in better qual-
ity of life for commuters to spend
more of their time with their
families as well as increase prop-
erty values.  With new residents
set to move into the new apart-
ments on South Avenue in the
near future, having direct ser-
vice will be critical to encourag-
ing the use of public transporta-
tion. Councilwoman Jen
Blumenstock, Councilman Marc
Lazarow, and Councilman Russ
Graham will continue to fight for
better public transportation and
the results already show as just
this past June, the NJ legislature
agreed to have NJ Transit con-
duct a study to determine fair
allocation of direct service trains
on all of the NJ transit lines based
on the number of commuters on
each line. 

I implore all residents of
Garwood to re-elect Council-
woman Jen Blumenstock, Coun-
cilman Marc Lazarow, and Coun-
cilman Russ Graham to Garwood
Council to help keep the pressure
on moving Garwood towards hav-
ing a permanent one seat ride for
all trains on the Raritan Valley
Line.

Heather Davis
Garwood

County Hist. Soc. To
Meet at Arboretum

SUMMIT — The Union County
Historical Society will hold its
next meeting on Sunday, Octo-
ber 6, between 2 and 4 p.m., at
the Reeves-Reed Arboretum.

The Arboretum, located at 165
Hobart Avenue, Summit, aims to
make visitors become better
stewards of nature and the envi-
ronment. Marc Montefusco, di-
rector of horticulture, will lead a
tour of the grounds.

Light refreshments will be
available. To reach the Arbo-
retum, take Route 124 West
and make a turn on Hobart
Avenue.

Falcon Cam In The
Classrooom

COUNTY — Union County , in
conjunction with the Conserve
Wildlife Foundation, invites edu-
cators to attend a teacher train-
ing workshop, Falcon Cam in
the Classroom, on Thursday,
October 17 from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. at Trailside Nature and
Science Center, located at 452
New Providence Road in
Mountainside.

Pairs of peregrine falcons have
nested on the roof of the Union
County Courthouse in midtown
Elizabeth every year since 2005.
The Falcon Cam was installed
2016 to serve as a research and
public education tool.

The workshop is free and open
to teachers of kindergarten
through eighth-grade levels and
who live or work in Union County.
Pre-registration is required at
ucnj.org./trailside.

Fanwood Makes
Championship Round
Fanwood has outpaced Park

Ridge, Bernardsville and Chester
and is now competing in the cham-
pionship round of New Jersey
Monthly’s Small Town Showdown.
It’s a face-off between Lambertville
and Fanwood for the title of Best
Small Town in New Jersey.

Voting is open now on NJM’s
website https://njmonthly.com
and will close on Monday, Sep-
tember 30.


