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SHAPIRO 14-26-118 YDS, 5-YD TD; KESSLER, FREER, COLWELL, ORTIZ, SHAKAL, HEFLIN ON ‘D’

Field Goal Pushes Union Past Westfield in Grid Classic, 10-7
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Second-half rejuvenation and
a rededication ceremony seemed
to allow the No. 13 Union Farm-
ers enough time to catch a sec-
ond breath and turn a 7-0 deficit
into a 10-7 victory over the

Westfield Blue Devils at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
September 21. The 3-0 Farmers
opened the third quarter with a
kickoff return to the 42-yard line
then followed with a 13-play
touchdown drive and later in the
fourth quarter, they added a

seven-play, 61-yard drive that
ended with a 27-yard field goal
by Ricardo Casas.

Union’s three-year starting
quarterback Andrew Sanborn
became a “Mr. Versatility” not
only with his ability to mix a run-
ning game with a passing but also
with his effective punting from his
shotgun position. On more than
one occasion, Sanborn lined up in
the shotgun formation on a fourth-
and-short situation, which forced

the Westfield defense to make a
decision to set up for a punt re-
turn or hold tight for the run.
Sanborn’s last fourth-down set
up paid off in the fourth quarter
when the Blue Devils’ defense
gambled for the run and he got off
a long 52-yard punt that came to
rest on the Westfield 11.

“We were playing conservative
thinking they were going to go
for it. Unfortunately when he
punted the ball it got some rolls
but we got the stops and got the
ball back to our offense,” Blue

Devil co-captain/linebacker Will
Kessler said.

Aware that the Union
cornerbacks and safeties would
be keying on receiver Griffin
Rooney, who had a spectacular
showing the week before against
Linden, Blue Devil three-year
starting quarterback Hank
Shapiro spread his passing game
among five receivers (John
Czarnecki, Mike Constantinou,
Nick Martini, Tim Alliegro and
Rooney) and completed 14 of 26
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