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‘Medical Costs Are The Tapeworm Of
American Economic Competitiveness’
I write in response to the two letters

[from Stephen DeFelice] (September
12 and 19). I don’t know what planet
he refers to, but I can assure him that
world government forms no part of
any Democratic Party agenda. As a
Democrat, my focus is to ensure that
“government of the people, by the
people, for the people shall not perish
from the earth,” a worthy goal estab-
lished by a former Republican Presi-
dent. Lincoln would surely be ap-
palled at the extent to which special
interests have commandeered Ameri-
can politics, as seen currently in the
influence the fossil fuel industry is
exerting on environmental policy.

To suggest that my “genetic or epi-
genetic” make up is behind my con-
cerns for the health of the planet is
nonsense, not even worthy of the name
of “pseudoscience.” Rather, 60 years
of peer-reviewed science tells us be-
yond all reasonable doubt that the
surface of the planet is warming, that
human activity is behind it, and that
the consequences for our children
and grandchildren will likely be cata-
strophic. Unlike your correspondent,
I prefer not to look the other way, but
to advocate for a shift to a green
economy, which offers great oppor-
tunity for economic growth as well as
a sustainable planet. That requires
that, yes, we collaborate internation-
ally to agree on new carbon emission
standards, and, yes, that we compete
internationally. For example, China
leads the world in development of
electric cars – we should be furiously
channeling American science, entre-
preneurship and corporate power to
make that inevitable transition a U.S.-
led one. That is a proper role for
government that is neither submis-
sive to outside interests, nor domi-
neering to those of Americans. I can-
not think of a more effective strategy
to highlight the futility of the Chinese
policy of repression than to defeat
their economic goals through facili-
tating the American genius for self-
expression in the service of future
generations.

When it comes to competing with
the likes of China (and Russia), we
would do well to remember what our
current President has forgotten – we

have allies that share our values. That
distinguishes us from the friendless
autocracies who vie with us for glo-
bal hegemony. The present retreat
from our friends into a defensive
crouch, buttressed by tariffs and iso-
lationism, puts at risk the global sys-
tem in which we have thrived for 75
years and advances the likelihood of
being drawn into the very conflicts
we claim we wish to avoid. Our cur-
rent President fails to understand that,
as Jim Mattis’ letter of resignation
made plain, and Mr. Trump falls far
short of being “strong and savvy
enough to deal with” the leaders of
our autocratic rivals.

As for the other issues surfaced in
debate that have stirred the ire of [Mr.
DeFelice], let’s say a few words about
one of them – healthcare. “Medical
costs are the tapeworm of American
economic competitiveness.” So says
Warren Buffet, no socialist. Corpora-
tions and individuals pay a monstrous
amount for healthcare in the U.S. The
Milliman Medical Index shows total
spending for health care for a typical
American family of four (with ages
under 65) covered by employment-
based preferred provider organiza-
tion (PPO) health insurance. “Total
spending” in the index is defined as
the sum of the employer’s contribu-
tion to the family’s insurance cover-
age, plus the employee’s contribution
to the premium for that coverage,
plus the family’s out-of-pocket spend-
ing. For 2017 the index was $26,944.
We are pricing Americans out of
healthcare. Whether or not Medicare
for All, or some other approach, is the
solution is a debate worth having.
Our economic competitiveness as well
as our social well being are both at
stake. We need to start by asking do
we want all Americans to have access
to roughly the same kind of health
care on terms they can afford? Or do
we want access to health care and its
quality rationed somehow by income
class? Right now, we have chosen the
latter. I for one think we can do better.
Not because of my genes or my na-
ture, but because other countries have
shown us how.

Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

Keeping An Open Mind is An
Important Quality For Officials

Almost three years ago, I was hon-
ored to be elected to the Garwood
Council. I ran because I wanted to
make a difference in Garwood, and I
felt that as a hard-working, organized,
and determined person, I had the skills
and qualities to be successful. While
all are essential characteristics, what
I’ve come to realize is that among the
most important qualities a council
member can possess is the ability to
keep an open mind, listen, and learn.
These three things have, on occasion,
led me to re-assess certain long-held
views I had when first entering office.
The most significant example of this
comes with a recent decision I made
to support the purchase of a new
rescue platform ladder truck for the
fire department.

I remember campaigning door-to-
door back in 2016 and being asked
my thoughts about the possible pur-
chase of a ladder truck by several
residents – some of whom were even
members of our fire department. I
remember the tough conversations as
I told them that I wasn’t ready to say
yes to that. Those conversations were
not easy, but I had to be honest, and
while I understood many of the obvi-
ous “pros,” I didn’t feel the business
case had been fully made, nor was I
satisfied it was financially feasible
for Garwood at that point in time.

Again, it’s been nearly three years
since those initial conversations, but
in that small amount of time, there is
actually much that has changed on
both fronts.

I have had the chance to learn more
extensively about the fire department
– its makeup, the calls they respond
to, and the buildings they can and
cannot safely reach. Over the last
several months, they presented a thor-
ough case and have invested the time
to ensure the council, our Citizens

Advisory Panel, and through town
halls, the residents had every oppor-
tunity to understand their points of
view on the benefits, the limitations
of mutual aid, and why they feel a
borough-owned ladder truck was es-
sential to Garwood’s future safety
and well-being. With every conver-
sation or new piece of information I
was presented, my view on the ne-
cessity of the truck further evolved.

On the other side of the coin we
have the cost. While clearly the depth
of my understanding of the borough’s
budget has increased since first
elected, also has the health of our
borough’s finances. We have man-
aged to maintain, and in some cases,
even expand, services all while keep-
ing municipal tax increases histori-
cally low or, in the case of last year,
none at all. Also, and crucially, we
have some new large revenue sources
coming online soon with new rede-
velopment projects. These factors
greatly eased my concern as to the
cost and financial feasibility, which
I hope has also reassured our resi-
dents.

A compelling new case had been
made which cemented my decision
to support the purchase of the new
firetruck. I pursued new viewpoints,
processed new information, and re-
mained open-minded. As I run for
re-election to Garwood Council, I
want to let Garwood residents know
that I remain committed to listening
and learning as more important deci-
sions are to come. I believe that is
truly the job of a council member
and I humbly ask for your support.
Please vote for Blumenstock,
Lazarow and Graham on November
5th.

Jen Blumenstock
Garwood Councilwoman
Candidate for Reelection

Affectionately Referred To As
The Governor’s ‘Rain Tax’

GWACC Gives Thanks For Support
Of Vendors At FestiFall

On behalf of GWACC, I would
like to extend my sincere apprecia-
tion to the thousands of attendees
who have helped make our 30th an-
nual FestiFall event in downtown
Westfield such a great success, on
Sunday, September 23. In spite of
the hot summer weather, visitors
came out and supported not only our
approximately 50 GWACC local
Westfield vendors, but the vendors

from other neighboring towns. They
arrived from places like Woodbridge,
Nutley, Maplewood, Rahway, Clark,
Kearney, Madison, Edison and Bound
Brook, local neighboring towns and,
of course, Westfield. The relocated
enlarged Kids Zone at the North Av-
enue Station was a huge success.

We appreciate Mayor Brindle and
Town Administrator Jim Gildea for
their assistance in helping us make this
annual event so successful. A big
“Thank you” to the Town of
Westfield’s, Chief of Police Battiloro
and the entire police department for
their assistance with street closures
and redirecting traffic. I would also
like to thank Greg O’Neill and the
Department of Public Works for their
tireless efforts with setup and clean up
before and after FestiFall. We would
also like to acknowledge New Jersey
Transit, for their help with rerouting
bus service in our area for FestiFall.

A special thank you goes to the
residents of The Savannah and those
residents above the PNC Bank for
their understanding and cooperation
with street closures.

Please join us for FestiFall 2020,
which will be our 31th anniversary of
bringing this wonderful event to
downtown Westfield and we hope to
see everyone there next year.

Gene Jannotti
Exec. Dir. The Greater Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce

Earlier this year Governor Murphy
signed into law the “Clean Stormwater
and Flood Reduction Act,” which has
been affectionately referred to as the
“Rain Tax.”

The law “allows municipalities,
counties and certain authorities to
establish stormwater utilities.” An av-
erage person would wonder well what
is that all about? In this situation a
utility is a government organization
that participates in the management
of stormwater runoff by being al-
lowed to assess fees based on the fair
and equitable approximate contribu-
tion of stormwater runoff from real
property. Translated it means that the
rainwater and melting snow that does
not go immediately into the ground
on its own, but rather lands on imper-
vious surfaces which are those that
cannot be penetrated by fluids. Those
surfaces include sidewalks, drive-
ways, patios and yes even the roof of
one’s house. Also, the parking lots of
stores, apartment and condo com-
plexes, employee parking lots, Burger
King and Taco Bell lots etc., etc. will
all be included. There is a formula to
calculate the average total square foot-
age of impervious surfaces of resi-
dential dwellings and that of busi-
nesses to compute the annual fee,
clean which could be either attached
to property owner’s sewer or a sepa-
rate bill in addition to the tax bill.

The condition of New Jersey’s ex-
isting stormwater systems is said to
be so bad that the current administra-
tion had to come up with a way to
finance necessary repairs and im-
provements. Rather than be the bad
guys the Democratic legislators have
offered the towns and counties the
power to collect the fees intended for

treating stormwater runoff. They are
required to remit 5 percent or $50K
of the revenues to the state and an-
other 5 percent can be used to sweeten
a localities general fund. Governor
Murphy has been true to his word and
has levied another tax on the
hardworking payers of among the
highest average property taxes in the
nation already. Not to mention the
worst business tax climate in the na-
tion, according to the non-profit Tax
Foundation. When the new “Rain Tax”
bills begin to arrive in mailboxes of
those towns who foolishly opt in; the
mayors and councils appear like the
bad guys and Murphy comes up smell-
ing like a rose.

NJ Assemblyman Ryan Peters (R
Dist. 8) has been asking towns to take
a “no rain tax” pledge and a number
of councils have adopted his sug-
gested resolution. September is the
month when the utilities could start to
be created. It remains to be seen how
many and which municipalities/coun-
ties will jump on board now or prefer
to wait till after the November elec-
tions. It is conceivable that if the
Democrats maintain the majority in
the State Legislature the “Rain Tax”
will no longer be optional, but quickly
become mandatory across the board.

Readers should know that I have
signed a pledge not to vote yes on any
legislation that would raise NJ resi-
dents taxes in any way and that of
course would have included a tax on
Mother Nature. To learn more about
me visit my face book page: PatQ for
Dist.22 and please consider me on
November 5th.

Patricia Quattrocchi, Clark
Candidate NJ Assembly Dist. 22

Letters to the Editor Four Weeks Remain Until The
Westfield Candidates Debate

The moderator (Fred Rossi of The
Leader/Times) will be finalizing the
date, format and ground rules in the
next week or so. Then he will send
and publicize the topics to be covered
that night, probably around the week
of October 6. The debate will be held
on Monday, October 21 at 7:30 p.m.
at the Westfield Municipal Building.

The rough format will likely in-
clude NO opening statements but up

to three minutes for closing state-
ments by each candidate. For the most
part, Q&A will rotate among the two
candidates in each Ward. It is antici-
pated that some questions will be
answered by candidate.

Candidates and The Public: Feel
free to send ideas for topics and ques-
tions to the moderator over the next
several weeks. Send them to
editor@goleader.com

Jim Boyes is a Team Player,
Candidate for Westfield Ward 1

When we moved to Westfield more
than 20 years ago, we hoped to become
part of the town’s fabric. We joined a
local church, enrolled our child in pre-
school, engaged in community activi-
ties, and we met Jim Boyes.

Problem solving is in Jim’s DNA.
He looks at issues from all angles,
considering multiple perspectives. He
has been a true champion of fair-
minded, logical policies for Westfield.
I have had many conversations with
Jim about the Raritan Valley line; Jim
is committed to do what he can to
bring single-ride train service to
Westfield. I do believe that Jim will
bring to that conversation a voice of
reason, backed by facts, figures and
solutions. When Jim says he is going
to do something, he gets it done!

Jim is the real deal. He is hard-
working, thoughtful, considerate and

a true gentleman. He has been a
soccer coach and a neighborhood
watch coordinator. Jim has flipped
burgers at the church picnic and run
out to my car in the middle of a
rainstorm to get my readers. Jim is
trustworthy, kind, and just the right
person to represent the voters in Ward
1. He’s a great listener, a solid thinker
and a true delight.

Jim is a team player – a team
player for the right solution for our
Town of Westfield – regardless of
party politics. On Election Day,
please cast your vote for Jim Boyes
for Ward 1.

Anne Wargo
Westfield NJ
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Household Hazardous Waste Event
In New Providence on October 26

COUNTY – Union County residents can
safely dispose of unwanted household chemi-
cals and other chemical wastes by bringing
these items to the next Household Hazardous
Waste recycling event on Saturday, October
26, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Nokia
corporate campus located at the intersection
of 600 Mountain Avenue and Ryder Way in
New Providence.

Residents can dispose of household chemi-
cals, mercury thermostats and thermometers,
propane tanks, automobile tires, oil-based
paint and varnish, antifreeze, aerosol cans,
pool chemicals, corrosives, pesticides, herbi-
cides, solvents, thinners, fire extinguishers,
motor oil and oil filters, gasoline, batteries,
thermostats, fluorescent bulbs (unbroken),
and mercury switches.

Residents need only drive to the site with

their items for disposal. Once at the site,
residents stay in their vehicles while work-
ers unload the items.

Only materials in original or labeled
containers will be accepted. No containers
larger than five gallons will be accepted.
There is a limit of eight automobile tires,
without rims, per household. Latex paint
(water-based wall paint) is not accepted.

Proof of Union County residency is
required; no businesses can participate.
For more information, call (908) 654-9889.

Paper Shredding, Scrap
Metal Events Told

COUNTY — Union County will
host two Mobile Paper Shredding
Events on Saturday, October 5 at the
Union County Vo-Tech, located at
1776 Raritan Road in Scotch Plains,
and on Thursday, October 17 at Gal-
loping Hill Golf Club, located at 3
Golf Drive in Kenilworth.

All events will run from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. or until the truck(s) get filled and
there is a limit of four bags or boxes
of confidential documents per car.

In addition, the county’s scrap metal
recycling program will be on Thursday,
October 3, and Saturday, October 19 at
151 Kenilworth Boulevard in Cranford
and Rahway River Park off of St.
Georges Avenue in Rahway. Both loca-
tions will be open from 9 a.m. to noon.
Residents can drop off old appliances,
microwaves, air conditioners, and metal
lawn furniture, etc.


