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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660

Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway  and Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200-
500 words.

Policy on Political
Endorsements

The newspaper will publish politi-
cal endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the news-
paper at www.goleader.com. Submit-
tals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.

Those who would like their politi-
cal endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w . g o l e a d e r . c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.

We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the dis-
cretion of the editors.

Westfielder Suggests Police Issue
Tickets For Lower Threshold Speeding

For over a decade, I urged my rep-
resentatives on the Westfield Town
Council to address the problem of
speeding. Specifically, I suggested
that the police issue tickets at a lower
threshold over the speed limit. With
one exception, the councilmen didn’t
even return my calls. The one coun-
cilman who did engage me in discus-
sions ended up insulting my intelli-
gence.

In contrast, the newly elected lead-
ers not only facilitated communica-
tion, they actually implemented these

ideas. According to a recent news
report, the chief of police stated that
fines would be issued at a lower thresh-
old over the speed limit.

This is not about partisan politics.
I wrote to Mayor Brindle that I’m
concerned about traffic safety, not
political correctness. That being said,
I would like to sincerely thank Coun-
cilwoman Dawn Mackey as well as
Mayor Brindle for taking construc-
tive action.

Dan Aronson
Westfield

Rotary Works Tirelessly And Seeks
Help To Battle World Polio

As October approaches, I would
like to share with our community the
importance of the upcoming World
Polio Day on October 24th. Did you
know that Rotary has been working
tirelessly for decades in the long-
term battle to eradicate polio from the
globe? Rotary’s progress is real and
noteworthy, but we are not done! To
date, we reduced the incidence of
Polio by more than 99.9 percent, vac-
cinated more than 2.5 billion children
against the virus, and prevented 18
million cases of paralysis. To many of
us, polio has not affected our lifetime,
yet many of us have parents or grand-
parents who grew up in a world where
polio was a real threat. Thanks to
Jonas Salk who came up with a vac-
cine against the virus in 1955, polio
serves no threat in our region of the
world.

Rotary is continuing the fight by
administering vaccines in the those
very limited areas of the globe where
polio still remains a threat – specifi-
cally Afghanistan and Pakistan. We

are committed to ending polio for-
ever. World Polio Day serves as a
reminder that our job is not finished.
The Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion is mounting each dollar raised by
Rotary 2 to 1. Each of our clubs
worldwide is committed to support-
ing Rotary’s Polio Plus program and
are donating funds to the cause. A
$100 donation becomes $300 thanks
to the Gates Foundation.

We are not in this fight alone. If you
wish to support Rotary in this effort,
you can make a donation to the
Westfield Rotary Foundation. One
hundred percent of funds raised go
toward the cause. Not many charities
can make that claim. Visit our website
www.westfieldrotary.com and follow
the link at the bottom of our home
page “email our president.” You can
also reach out to us on our Facebook
page, Rotary Club of Westfield.

Together we can end polio!
Liz Ensslin

President, Rotary Club of Westfield

Ghost Town
Brand recognition is a very impor-

tant element when you are running
for office. It used to be, a knock on the
door and a conversation with your
neighbors and the job was done. Well,
the Internet has certainly changed
those days. Now within seconds mes-
sages from around the world are now
in your inbox. A lawn sign being
stolen off of someone’s property does
not even move the dial. The smear
campaign is the new norm. The down
side, you work and do all the right
things your entire life and with the
stroke of a key or an altered picture
your credibility is attacked with lies.
The upside, people that have known
you for 50 years see this as a horrible
smear campaign and decided they
don’t want this type of Government
tactics and come to your support.
Thank You.

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank
those who have written about me (I
would have named them, but they are
using phantom names) for doubling
my name recognition and reminding
so many people of all of my business
and personal success such as: The
CLUBHOUE, Shout, NFL, Real es-
tate developer and my involvement
with over 70 charities. Their goal is to
distract you from the real issue, our
ghost downtown.

As of 9/5/19, the following build-
ings are empty downtown:

1. 21 E. Broad Street – VACANT
2. 109 E. Broad Street – VACANT
3. 129 E. Broad Street – VACANT
4. 233-235 E. Broad Street – VA-

CANT
5. 250 E. Broad Street – VACANT
6. 253 E. Broad Street – VACANT

7. 266 E. Broad Street – VACANT
8. 21 Elm Street – VACANT
9. 23 Elm Street – VACANT
10. 33 Elm Street – VACANT
11. 47 Elm Street – VACANT
12. 52 Elm Street – VACANT
13. 58 Elm Street – VACANT
14. 62-66 Elm Street – VACANT
15. 76 Elm Street – VACANT
16. 118-126 Elm Street ( 3 stores

VACANT)
17. 138 Elm Street – VACANT
18. 189 Elm Street – VACANT
19. 215 Elmer Sr.- VACANT
20. 204 Lenox Avenue – VACANT
21. 220 Lenox Ave (2nd floor of-

fice space) – VACANT
22. 226 North Avenue W. – VA-

CANT
23. 231 North Ave. W (office space

on second floor) – VACANT
24. 241 North Avenue W (3rd floor

office space) – VACANT
25. 251 North Avenue W. – VA-

CANT
26. 411 North Avenue W. – (new

building next to the firehouse) – VA-
CANT

27. 600 South Avenue W – VA-
CANT

There are 13 vacant storefronts
between the train station and Trader
Joe’s on Elm Street. Before the last
election there were 14 vacant store-
fronts in the whole town.

As a businessman, I have been a
tenant, landlord, developer and
builder. I can make a difference in our
downtown. Please ask someone that
really knows me.

Rick Bodmer, Candidate
Westfield Council Ward 2

Don’t Take Everything
At Face Value

I was talking to a guy and I asked
him what he did . He told me he was
a petroleum distribution engineer.

I said wow, that sounds exciting,
He told me “yes it was.” So I asked
him to elaborate as I was interested in
knowing more about it.

He told me, “I dealt with different
clientele from all walks of life. I had
to constantly check with vendors
about product. I always had to be
aware of supply and demand making
sure to maintain a balance. Always
worried about the bottom line, Al-
ways aware of profit and loss. Trying
to keep ahead of the competition. I
even had to be aware of the Geopo-
litical climate. It was a rough busi-
ness, but it came with many rewards.

I told him it sounds like that job
really prepared you for everything in
life.

So when he left I turned to the guy
next to me and said do you know him?
He said, “Yea, he used to pump gas
down on the corner.”

My lesson – don’t take everything
at face Value, you may have to inter-
pret the spin.

William Bellemo
Garwood Council Candidate

Councilman Stokes Discusses The
Record Of Westfield Town Council

As your elected 4th Ward council-
man, I am proud to serve the residents
of Westfield and my neighbors in the
4th Ward. Over the years I have posi-
tively impacted our entire commu-
nity by: paving more roads, maintain-
ing our surplus and AAA bond rating,
appointing new police leadership,
supporting community events, im-
proving communication efforts, ap-
proving citizens to serve on our vari-
ous boards and making Westfield a
safe and welcoming community.

I respect my opponent for running
and the commitment involved; how-
ever, using campaign mailers, articles
and advertisements depicting that he
was responsible for these accomplish-
ments are misleading, false and un-
fair to residents that rely on honest
and accurate information from coun-
cil candidates. My countless hours
spent in committee (Finance, Depart-

ment of Public Works and Public
Safety), as well as my time attending
council meetings has led to policies,
resolutions and actions that directly
resulted in the accomplishments
above and many more including safer
crosswalks, improved safety striping
for students on Rahway Avenue near
Westfield High School and keeping
69k high-voltage lines out of our 4th
Ward neighborhoods. I am proud of
of my involvement and action with all
of my fellow council persons and
mayor to make Westfield a great com-
munity to live and a safe place to raise
a family.

I, Councilmen Stokes, will con-
tinue to lead, represent and make
bipartisan decisions with integrity and
honor as your elected official! I re-
spectfully ask for your re-election
vote on November 5th so that I can
continue the hard work for all of
Westfield. Please reach out with any
ideas, questions or feedback to
dstokes@westfieldnj.gov

4th Ward Councilman
Doug Stokes, Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Daroo – The Egyptian sycamore
2. Titurate – To grind to a powder or

pulverize
3. Braw – Well-groomed; smart
4. Tessaradecad – A group of fourteen

individuals

GYNECONITIS
1. A place or apartment reserve for

women
2. Inflamation of the uterus
3. Having flowers of the female and

perfect forms growing on the same plant,
but none of the male

4. A sense of inferiority in certain
males when in the presence of females

SAUROPHAGOUS
1. Resembling or possessing reptilian

characteristics
2. A limestone coffin or tomb, often

inscribed and elaborately ornamented
3. Subsisting on insects, arachnids and

beetles
4. Subsisting on lizards

ISOPIESTIC
1. Indicating equal pressure
2. Even tempered; agreeable
3. In botany, uniform in diameter; said

of cells or organs
4. Of equal inclination or dip

KOPJE
1. A mangy, scabby animal
2. A surplus in supplies, materials, etc.
3. A hill with a steep side and a flat top
4. A small channel or watercourse

NJT Should Restore Off-Peak
Service On Raritan Valley Line

Last year, NJ Transit announced it was discontinuing
off-peak train service on the Raritan Valley commuter rail
line until Positive Train Control safety equipment had
been installed on all trains. The one-seat rides stopped as
of September 10, 2018. “It is anticipated that these ser-
vices will resume in early 2019,” NJ Transit said in a press
release at the time. Raritan Valley commuters are still
waiting for that service to resume. NJ Transit began
offering off-peak service on the Raritan Valley Line in
March of 2014.

One-seat rides are being pushed by both political par-
ties.

“We were told it would be restored in January or
February of 2019. We still don’t have the service or
commitment it will be restored so we are back where we
started in 2014,” Kathleen Miller Prunty, a long-time RVL
Mayors Alliance volunteer and current Democratic candi-
date for Cranford Township Committee, said in a press
release.

“It’s no secret that losing our off-peak direct train
service to NYC has been a major frustration for the
residents of Westfield,” Westfield Third Ward Council-
man Mark LoGrippo, a Republican who is seeking reelec-
tion to his council seat, said in the same release.

Mayors and volunteers for the Raritan Valley Mayors’
Alliance met commuters at Track 5 in Newark Penn
Station last Wednesday for the second “Rally for Com-
muters” and were met by commuters lining up to sign the
petition and get a One-Seat Ride T-shirt.

The ultimate goal has been to achieve two morning and
evening peak commuter time direct service trains  to and
from Manhattan.

There also is bipartisan legislation in Trenton calling on
NJ Transit to conduct a feasibility study on restoring one-
seat rides into the city. The Senate bill, S-3574, sponsored

by Senator Nick Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) and Senate
Republican Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield), passed in the Senate on June 10 by a 37-to-0
vote and was referred to the Assembly Transportation and
Independent Authorities Committee along with its As-
sembly companion bill, A-5256, sponsored by Assembly
members Linda Carter of Plainfield and James Kennedy
of Rahway, both Democrats representing the 22nd Legis-
lative District, and co-sponsored by Assembly Republi-
can Minority Leader Jon Bramnick of Westfield and
Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz of Summit, representing
the 21st Legislative District.

The legislation would “require a feasibility study on
providing rail service on the Raritan Valley Line that
offers full-time direct rail service to New York City.”

“The report is required to include findings concerning
why service was initially suspended, historical and ex-
pected ridership for the direct rail service to New York
City, actions that the corporation is required to take in
order to provide the service, the amount of time those
actions are expected to take, the cost to provide the
service, and any factors that may delay or increase the cost
of providing the service,” according to the legislation.

The Raritan Valley Line is said to be the third most used
of NJ Transit’s rail lines, carrying 23,000 daily commut-
ers, or 10 percent of NJ Transit’s total ridership, according
to news reports.

We support the return of off-peak service and eventu-
ally, at least if not two peak hour trains on the Raritan
Valley Line, one train in the morning and one in the
evening. The current tunnel has a maximum capacity of 23
trains per hour.

The Gateway Project is expected to take 15 years or
more. RVL commuters are simply seeking a direct train ride
into New York that most other NJ Transit lines already offer.

Communication Is Critical In
Addressing School Safety Risks

In the wake of numerous tragedies over the past
two decades, our local school districts have trans-
formed and upgraded their security initiatives,
partnering with law enforcement and the rest of
the community to safeguard students and staff
from potential acts of violence.

Such vigilance has helped to achieve this goal,
notably this past June, when authorities successfully
apprehended a man who was found in possession of
a firearm and ammunition in the parking lot of
Westfield’s Tamaques Elementary School. The build-
ing, with after-school activities in progress, was
placed on lockdown. No one was injured.

Nevertheless, optimizing safety remains a work in
progress, as policies and procedures continue to be
developed in response to ongoing concerns. As a
new academic year unfolds, our school communities
remain intently focused on how to best ensure secu-
rity within their facilities.

Several proposals to further strengthen school
safety were offered during the September 17 meet-
ing of the Westfield Board of Education. One audi-
ence member recommended a policy be created to
protect students during after-school activities, such
as Scout meetings or play rehearsals. She suggested
the training of volunteers or the designation of an
individual in the school office who could communi-
cate with law enforcement and volunteers in the
event of a safety threat.

Some attendees at last week’s meeting advocated
for the establishment of a subcommittee or parent
information nights to enable parental input. A stu-
dent at Westfield High School felt that students
themselves need to be part of the conversation as
well, opining that they also could be trained to deal
with such emergencies.

The discussion at the board of education meeting
additionally touched on the role of school resource
officers and security guards in education facilities.
Already a fixture in multiple local schools, school
resource officers not only act as protectors but also
function as role models and mentors. While school
resource officers currently are assigned to the high
school and two intermediate schools in Westfield,
parental reactions have been mixed concerning
whether or not any armed personnel should be
stationed at the elementary schools.

We feel the proposals to train volunteers, and to
increase dialogue with parents and students, all
have merit as part of a comprehensive and proac-
tive approach to dealing with potential threats.
Additionally, we believe the presence of school
resource officers also contributes to a climate of
safety. These measures foster enhanced communi-
cation among school officials, parents and stu-
dents, as well as law enforcement, which we be-
lieve is critical in discerning risks and coping with
threats in the event that they occur.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org


