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Jim Boyes for Westfield Council

Jenn Gilman for Westfield Council

Mark LoGrippo for Westfield Council
As a former commuter for 10 years, I

have experienced first hand the pains of
not having a one-seat ride on the Raritan
Valley rail line. I know all too well that
extra time on public transit to and from
work means less time with your family.

I knew I had to join the fight, and so in
2012 I became an active member of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, a non-
profit, bipartisan group representing
1.7MM residents and 23,500 passengers
daily whose primary mission is to achieve
a one-seat ride from the Raritan Valley
Line into Penn Station, New York.

After years of both advocacy and hard
work, Westfield residents proudly took
the first direct train to NYC on the Raritan
Valley Line on March 3, 2014.

Unfortunately, our direct service was
suspended last year as a result of positive
train control issues, with the promise to
be restored earlier this year. It’s no secret
that losing our off-peak direct train ser-
vice to NYC has been a major frustration
for the residents of Westfield.

As your councilman, I will always ac-
tively seek out innovative ways to help
improve your commute and quality of
life. Following the direct service cancel-
lation, I worked with Joe Colangelo,
owner of Boxcar, to bring the luxury bus
service to Westfield as an alternative com-
muting option.

Alternatives like Boxcar are helpful,
but I hear you… they are not enough. If
we can work together as the resilient
Westfield community I know we are,
then I know that we can restore a direct
line to Manhattan.

In the next few months, three new
classes of NJ Transit engineers will gradu-
ate, helping to ease delays. There are also
two bills currently pending in the Assem-
bly Transportation and Independent Au-
thorities Committee that support improv-
ing our service:

S-3659 requires NJT to temporarily
adopt a reduced-fare schedule on the
Raritan Valley Line until direct service
is restored.

S-3574 requires NJT to conduct a fea-
sibility study on restoring one-seat ride to
Manhattan on the Raritan Valley Line.

I will continue to fight for direct peak
train service between Westfield and Man-
hattan and for our direct off-peak service
to be restored. We need more same-track
transfers, more trains into Hoboken, and
above all a “one-seat ride” to New York.
The Raritan Valley Line is the third most
utilized NJ Transit rail line.

Want to take action? You can do so by
signing the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition
petition, contacting your local legisla-
tors, or writing letters to NJ Transit. Let’s
put community above politics and get the
job done. We did it once before, and
together we can do it again!

Let’s connect!
Email: mlogrippo@msn.com
Visit: www.marklogrippo.com
Follow: Facebook and Instagram

Ward 3 Councilman
Mark LoGrippo

Westfield

As an environmental engineer, I be-
lieve in science. And I’ve looked at the
facts behind what’s contributing to the
climate change we’re all experienc-
ing, which is why this week —Climate
Week — is so important.

The increase in superstorms like Sandy
will impact our kids the most. That’s
why millions of them took to the streets
world-wide to pressure our legislators to
finally take action before it’s too late.
We need to take a page from these young
people leading the way because they’re
the custodians of the future.

Since the 1970s, climate scientists
have warned us that the release of
greenhouse gases causes global warm-
ing. In just the past year, we witnessed
unprecedented melt ing of the
Greenland Ice Sheet, massive wild-
fires due to extremely dry conditions,
and record-high global temperatures.

This impacts Westfield, and we can
do something about it.

Recognizing this, Mayor Shelley
Brindle and Ward 3 Councilman David
Contract reinstated the Westfield Green

Team in 2018 — of which I am a
member. Comprised of dedicated vol-
unteers and industry experts, we un-
dertook a number of important initia-
tives to make Westfield sustainable.

These initiatives include: an ex-
tended Earth Day Celebration that cre-
ated the first Westfield Free Market,
expanded recycling programs at the
Westfield Conservation Center, and
the launch of The Green Westfield
Business Initiative to encourage the
reduction of single-use plastics in our
downtown.

As your Ward 1 councilman, I will
continue supporting forward-thinking
initiatives like these because we don’t
have the luxury to wait, and our kids
need us to act. I look forward to earn-
ing your vote on November 5.

To contact or learn more, email
jim@westfieldtogether.com or visit
boyesforward1.com.

Jim Boyes, Ward 1 Town Council
Candidate
Westfield

Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE

Andrew Bauer for Westfield BOE

Brett Dreyer for Cranford BOE

Patrick Fahey for Westfield BOE

SUPPORTING PEAK ONE-SEAT RIDES...Westfield Town Council candi-
dates, from left to right, Jim Boyes for Ward 1, Jenn Gilman for Ward 3, Scott
Katz for Ward 4, and Mark Parmelee for Ward 2 say they are “united” in
support of peak one-seat rides and better service for Westfield on NJ Transit’s
Raritan Valley Line.

Brian Lopez For Cranford BOE
For 50 years, Cranford has been the

only place I have called home. I have
fond memories of walking and biking to
Orange Avenue, Roosevelt School, and
our high school. After serving you for 25
years on the Cranford Police Depart-
ment and now as the CEO of a thriving
Cranford private investigative business,
I am seeking to leverage my law enforce-
ment experience to further enhance the
safety of our children. The society that I
walked to school in isn’t the same that
our children are growing in. Addition-
ally, Cranford has offered families a
thriving educational and real estate in-
vestment, which through innovative ap-
proaches we can capture the correct fi-
nancial funding for our schools.

My opponents in column 3 and col-
umn 5 are members of the school board
that strongly advocated for a busing
policy. In fact, one of the incumbents
solicited and accepted an unprecedented
campaign contribution from a political
action committee of Washington, D.C.
What does a special interest group want
with our tax dollars? Cranford’s a town
with bicycle paths and neighborhood
streets that interconnect our neighbor-
hood schools. Proposing bringing an ad-
ditional 19 buses is an outlandish educa-

tional policy. Thankfully, our citizens
championed for our excellent neighbor-
hood schools, and finally, after 20 meet-
ings and a taxpayer-funded survey, the
politicians changed course.

My concern is the following: If the
composition of the board of education
isn’t changed, busing will rear its ugly
head again. If one truly lobbied for a
policy, they will not rest until it is imple-
mented.

My proposal for your children and tax
dollars is the following:

Appointment of a Citizen Audit Com-
mittee to ensure tax dollars are being
spent prudently.

Advocate for an increase of grant ap-
plications to ensure innovation of our
curriculum and addressing topics such
as vaping.

A community task force concerning
the safety of our schools.

Enhance the infrastructure of our neigh-
borhood schools.

On November 5, please vote column 4
and follow Brian Lopez for Cranford
Board of Education on Facebook.

Your neighbor,

Brian Lopez
Candidate for Cranford Board of

Education

Start Cooking with Gas
To Advertise Your Business,

Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com

Doug Stokes for Town Council

My life is defined by hard work, a
commitment to the issues that impact
families, and leading when it’s least con-
venient. That’s why this fight to obtain
better service and peak one-seat rides on
the Raritan Valley Line feels familiar.

By forming and co-chairing a biparti-
san coalition of 32 mayors and volunteers
to actively pressure New Jersey lawmak-
ers to act — Mayor Shelley Brindle is
leading the way, and has prioritized the
fight for peak one-seat rides. This is a
quality of life and economic develop-
ment issue, and we’ll all benefit from
better service in Westfield.

Residents should expect nothing less,
but before 2018, our town leadership
stayed silent when the ARC tunnel project
was cancelled and New Jersey Transit
was gutted.

As of 2017, there’s barely a 100 per-
son weekly ridership difference between

the North Jersey Coast Line (NCL) and
the Raritan Valley Line (RVL). Yet, the
NCL has 24 peak one-seat ride trains in
and out of NYC, and the Raritan Valley
Line has zero.

I’ve heard from too many families in
Ward 3 about the bedtimes they’ve
missed with their kids, meetings they
were late to, and job changes they’ve
had to make due to this unreliable,
burdensome commute. It’s time
Westfield received its fair share of peak
one-seat rides and better service, and
I’m committed to actually putting in the
work to get this done.

To contact or learn more, email
jenn@westfieldtogether.com or visit
gilmanforward3.com.

Jenn Gilman, Ward 3 Council Cand.
Westfield

I am a long-time resident and home-
owner in Garwood and former board of
education member. My career included
education course work, teaching and
administrative experience, providing
budgeting, curriculum, supervision,
professional development and facili-
ties planning. As a candidate I am writ-
ing to express my interest in meeting
the instructional and fiscal challenges
in a changing world. As the world
around us changes, so, too, the evolu-
tion of education.

As we prepare our children for their
immediate and future life, personal and
professional, we have to balance increased
demands from the state and changing
world. We need to keep in mind that the
world of tomorrow will surely look dif-

ferent from today. Schools have the abil-
ity and the unique challenge to provide
students with skills to adapt to change
and new technologies, to problem-solve
and innovate.

I believe that the board needs to keep
this future in mind as they make educa-
tion and budget decisions and that my
administrative experience and education
knowledge would help the board meet
this challenge. I promise to work to pro-
vide the best possible education for
Garwood’s children, support staff, and
provide careful oversight of taxpayer
dollars. Please support me by voting
Column 5 on November 5.

Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Ph.D.
Candidate for Garwood Board of Ed.

My name is Brett Dreyer and I am
seeking election to the Cranford Board of
Education (BOE). As a fourth-genera-
tion Cranford resident and parent of two
children in Cranford schools, I welcome
the opportunity to give back to Cranford
and the school district.

I will bring to the BOE over 23 years of
public administration experience as a
manager with the federal government,
backed by two master’s degrees, account-
ing and public administration. I have
extensive experience with public policy,
creating and managing budgets, evaluat-
ing performance of personnel and pro-
grams, overseeing contracts, and human
resources. I have done many volunteer
and public service activities in Cranford
through athletics, Scouting and others.

If elected, my priorities include build-
ing contingency plans to address future
housing developments that unfortunately
seem inevitable. No one school or part of
town should be unfairly impacted – we
must all share in tackling whatever the
future holds through sound planning. I

also want to preserve our neighborhood
schools and overall walkability, true as-
sets to Cranford and a major selling point
for potential home buyers.

My campaign motto is “Committed to
Cranford,” this reflects who I am and my
pledge that if elected to the Cranford
BOE, I will work tirelessly to improve the
education of our children while being
consistent with the values and needs of
the entire Cranford community.

Brett Dreyer
Candidate for Cranford BOE

Scott Katz for Westfield Council
I’m not sure why our town leaders

were ever satisfied with off-peak di-
rect service on the Raritan Valley
Line, and we’re paying the price for
that now.

I have my B.A. in Economics and
ran a large family business in New
Jersey for over 20 years. I know how
important peak one-seat ride service
is to the economic opportunities for
our downtown, southside businesses,
home values, and to our overall qual-
ity of life.

The Raritan Valley Line (RVL) and
the North Jersey Coast Line (NJCL)
have about the same number of rid-
ers. But the NJCL has 24 peak one-
seat rides to NYC and our RVL has
zero, and is the only major NJ Transit
line without direct service.

Seeing recurring frustration of com-

muters and an escalator at Newark
Penn Station that remains broken,
which makes the commute even harder
for our residents with mobility issues,
further highlights the urgency of the
work ahead of us.

Mayor Shelley Brindle and the RVL
Mayor’s Alliance she established have
focused the pressure on our legisla-
tors to provide equitable service to
Westfield. I don’t commute by train
to work, but I understand the value
this will bring to all of us, and I’m
committed to the fight for better ser-
vice for my neighbors in Ward 4.

 To contact or learn more, email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com.

Scott Katz, Ward 4 Town Council
Candidate
Westfield

As I run for re-election for town coun-
cil, I reflect on the Westfield of old and
the Westfield of today when it comes to
campaigning, politicking and civility. I
value my neighbors, our local businesses
and the Westfield community as a whole;
therefore I, Councilman Stokes, pledge
the following…...

No Lawn Signs
Four years ago my lawn signs sprinkled

the neighborhood, and upon personal re-
flection, I have come to realize that the
Westfield of old is what I would like to
bring back to the 4th Ward. Even though
I have recycled my signs from the last
election, I have decided not to put up
lawn signs throughout the town because
I recognize that my opponent and I share
mutual friends both inside and outside of
Westfield. Having neighbors choose one
candidate’s sign over another pits “neigh-
bor versus neighbor,” “patron versus pa-
tron,” and in some instances, “business
versus business.” With this pledge in
mind, I took a proactive approach and
reached out to my 4th Ward opponent to

let him know my position and respect-
fully requested that we could make the
4th Ward leaders across town with this
stance. By doing so, we would initiate
bringing Westfield back to a time when
lawn signs were not even considered.

As an independent thinker and in-
cumbent, I will continue to be the voice
on your behalf... One that thinks local,
supports Westfield and takes pride in
our neighborhoods and downtown. I will
leave you with an insightful passage
from Robert Frost that resonates with
my approach to governing...

“...Two roads diverged in a wood, and
I —

I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”

4th Ward Councilman Doug Stokes
Westfield

My name is Andrew Bauer and I am
running for a seat on the Westfield Board
of Education. I am a 10-year resident of
Westfield and I have three kids in the
district (Tamaques, Edison and Westfield
High School). We are fortunate to live in
a town with such wonderful public
schools. I believe if we can increase the
communication and collaboration be-
tween the community and the board/ad-
ministration, we can make our great
schools even better.

The benefits are significant for both
sides. The community will gain a better
understanding of everything from policy
creation to budget economics to curricu-
lum review. And the board of education/
district administration will gain a better
understanding of the viewpoints of their
Westfield constituents.

The monthly PTC meetings serve as a
wonderful starting point, but when it
comes to strong communication, more is
better (especially considering families
with multiple working parents/
caregivers). There are no “right” ways to
achieve this goal, but it can be useful to
sample best practices from districts around
the country. Therefore, in addition to the

monthly PTC meetings, I would advocate
that we study the feasibility of:

Comprehensive surveys across stu-
dents, teachers and parents: Soliciting
consistent feedback from students, teach-
ers and parents is the optimal way to
inform the administration of the
community’s priorities. Publicly posting
results would serve to strengthen trans-
parency.

Informal coffees/gatherings with the
superintendent: This would allow com-
munity members more engagement with
the superintendent, and the ability to ask
questions in a casual setting.

Q&A sessions with a board member:
Both sides can engage in an informal
atmosphere on key issues.

 I’d love to hear your thoughts. Please
reach out at BauerForBoard@gmail.com
or on my Facebook page
@BauerForBoardOfEd. To learn more
about my campaign, please visit
www.bauerforboard.com. Thank you for
your consideration.

Andrew Bauer
Westfield Board of Education

Candidate

Patrick Justin Fahey recently announced
his candidacy for the Westfield Board of
Education in November. “There are very
important issues that need to be addressed,”
he said. Mr. Fahey cited as the most impor-
tant issue the safety of students and teach-
ers. “As we saw firsthand with the incident
at Tamaques School last year we live in a
new age where schools can be in danger at
any time. We must rise to this challenge
and protect our kids.”

Mr. Fahey, who goes by his middle
name, Justin, comes from a family of
educators. His mother was a school
teacher for more than 25 years and his
father was a teacher before becoming a
fundraiser at Fordham University. After
graduating from Rutgers University with
a degree in economics, Mr. Fahey par-
layed an internship into a career at a
mutual fund run by famed value investor
Michael F. Price. After switching careers
to travel the country as a stand-up come-
dian, he took his creativity and funneled
it into freelance writing. His role as the
only reporter for two weekly newspapers
won him two New Jersey Press Associa-
tion awards as well as the coveted New
Jersey Deputy Fire Chiefs Media Award.
From there he went on to work for the
deputy majority leader of the New Jersey
General Assembly as a public and media
relations specialist, eventually achieving

the position of chief of staff and director
of communications.

He then struck out on his own as presi-
dent and CEO of Fahey Communications
with such high-profile accounts as Seton
Hall University.

Mr. Fahey’s expertise has been called
on by the Wall Street Journal and he has
written articles for publications such as
Campaigns and Elections Magazine.

He served as vice-president of the
Jefferson School PTO and the chair of
one of the school’s biggest fundraisers.
He also chaired the school’s first commu-
nity service day. He has volunteered as
coach for both T-ball and softball.

In addition to his bachelor’s degree
from Rutgers University, Mr. Fahey holds
a Master’s Degree in Public Administra-
tion from Seton Hall University.

In 2008, he married Westfield native
and product of the Westfield school sys-
tem, Kim Kelly. They have two children,
Aine, who attends Jefferson Elementary
School, and 4-year-old Finn.

Patrick Fahey
Candidate for Westfield Board of

Education

ONE-SEAT RIDE...The Raritan Valley Line Coalition (RVLC) met at the
Cranford Community Center on September 16. Among those attending, from left
to right, were: Garwood Councilman Marc Lazarow, Somerset County Free-
holder Brian Gallagher, RVLC Chairman Bruce Bergen, Union County Free-
holder Chairman Bette Jane Kowalski, Nat Bottigheimer of the New Jersey
Regional Association, Westfield Councilman Mark LoGrippo and Garwood
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock.
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