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Sparking the Mind
Tuesdays at the J from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Join us at the JCC for an opportunity to learn, discuss and be part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages. 

Fact vs. Fiction in Historical Musicals – Sept/Oct  •  From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov  •  Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

For information, contact Alison Rivlin at 908-889-8800 x260 or arivlin@jccnj.org.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800

Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate

Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue

(908) 233-5555

Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com

www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
 ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAMPAIGN SEASON...Republican State Assembly candidate in the 22nd Leg-
islative District, Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, meets with Westfield Leader
editor Paul  J. Peyton last Friday to discuss the campaign.

Quattrocchi Campaigns
For Dist. 22 Assembly Seat

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

STATE — Patricia Quattrocchi of
Clark said she is running for state
Assembly in the 22nd Legislative
District, which includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, to give voters a choice
of candidates on the ballot.

“There should not just be the in-
cumbents running; there should be
somebody else in there,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi told The Westfield Leader
during an interview last Thursday.

She is the sole Republican running
against incumbent Assembly mem-
bers James Kennedy of Rahway and
Linda Carter of Plainfield, both
Democrats.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said only three
towns in Union County voted Repub-
lican in the 2018 General Election:
Mountainside, New Providence and
Clark.

“And that kind of bothered me be-
cause it’s kind of like the old Boston
Tea Party, no representation,” she said,
noting that New Jersey’s two United
States Senators are both Democrats
as are 11 of the state’s 12 Congres-
sional representatives. Democrats
also hold large majorities in the State
Senate and Assembly.

“It just seemed to me that so many
people are not getting represented
and we are taking the state under
(Governor Phil) Murphy in the wrong
direction. People are bailing out of
New Jersey. It’s very difficult to do
business here. And I think the legisla-
tors who are there now who are Re-
publicans need help, and more Re-
publicans need to get out there and
run for office,” she said.

Assembly Republicans say two
million people have moved out of the
state due to high taxes. “New Jersey is
becoming totally unaffordable,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said.

She noted that GOP candidates and
Republican voters have been “dis-
couraged” by recent losses in state
elections. “When they run for elec-
tion they want to win, but in order to
win, you have to work at it. You’ve
got to get your message out (and) you
have to let people know you are look-
ing to make a change,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said.

When asked about the signifi-
cant increase in multi-housing de-
velopments, she commented that,
“what the courts expect of towns
like Garwood, Fanwood, even
Scotch Plains (regarding afford-
able housing) is so totally unrealis-
tic.”

“The municipalities need to be
able to decide what it is they want in
their town and what their vision is
for their community,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said.

She said as mayor of Garwood she
supported one-bedroom apartments
and efficiencies as opposed to two-
and three-bedroom units that currently
are under construction on South Av-
enue, which will “cause a crunch” in
Garwood schools.

“It (large housing projects) changes
the character of a town,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said. “It hits on the
schools, it hits on the infrastructure in
the town, the sewer system, your fire
department, your rescue squad, your
police department. It just impacts on
everything.

“There is stuff going up every place
you look in Clark,” she said.

She said Garwood will have over
50 percent renters as opposed to home
ownership once the new develop-
ments are completed.

On the issue of marijuana, the can-
didate said she supports medical mari-
juana for those in a great deal of
discomfort due to health issues. She
does not support recreational use of
marijuana.

“Think of all the people we have
driving around intoxicated from le-
gal alcohol. To me, it just seems like
it is compounding a problem that we
already have. So I’m not crazy about

recreational marijuana,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said.

Regarding driver’s licenses for un-
documented New Jersey residents,
she responded that a driver’s license
is the only document one has that
“you have to prove who you are to
get.

“So giving it to people who are
undocumented, to me just seems like
you’re giving this thing away, and it’s
making what I have for proof of who
I am absolutely worthless,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said.

The candidate also supports restor-
ing the 2-percent cap on interest arbi-
tration for police and firefighters’
contracts.

The candidate said New Jersey is
“being taxed to death,” citing the new
so-called “rain tax.” She said that tax
will impact every flat surface where
rainwater gathers, including parking
lots, patios and roofs.

“Get rid of that tax; that one’s stu-
pid,” she said.

There also is an “exit tax” for
those selling their homes and mov-
ing out of New Jersey. She said a
friend of hers got hit with a $5,000
exit tax. The tax is paid in advance of
moving.

Mrs. Quattrocchi also said she
wants patients to be able to make
decisions regarding their health with
their doctors and not have health in-
surance companies make those deci-
sions.

“[That] decision should be made
between a patient and a doctor and
not some guy who is sitting on the
phone making the decision for you,”
Mrs. Quattrocchi explained.

On immigration policy, the candi-
date said she wants those coming into
the United States “to do it the right
way and be willing to be a contribut-
ing member of society.”

“When you come (into the country)
illegally, you are breaking the law
right off the bat. You are already an
offender,” she said.

She also briefly discussed the issue
of guns, saying New Jersey has the
strongest laws in the nation. “If we
enforced what we have, that would
help tremendously...the people who
have illegal guns are going to get
those guns regardless of what we do.
Having people register is not going to
handle that segment of the problem,
which is the bigger piece of it,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said.

be more traffic,” said the sight lines
for cars exiting the development will
be clear and added that stop signs for
those cars will be clearly displayed as
well.

After a short break in the hearing,
Ms. Dolan said the developers would
be agreeable to having a school cross-
ing guard at the site to assist school
children walking to and from school
and that raised crosswalks with flash-
ing lights would be put into place.
Other board members asked if a traf-
fic light at the site would be feasible,
but it was pointed out that one is in
place less than a quarter-mile away
at Cooper Road.

It was also noted that the police
department had not submitted a re-
port on the potential traffic impacts,
with board member Paulette Coronato
saying the police should be given a
chance to weigh in and, possibly, sug-
gest changes or modifications in an
attempt to ease the impact on traffic
in the neighborhood.

Anatol Hiller, an executive with
the developers, told the board it’s
envisioned that the complex, besides
the 34 affordable units, will be “high
end with high rents” and is being
built to accommodate empty-nesters
and retirees who will not necessarily
be coming and going from the devel-
opment at times when traffic on
Terrill Road is at its peak.

Nevertheless, 11 residents living
near the site spoke skeptically about
the traffic study claims, with many
recounting how crowded Terrill Road
is during the morning, mid-afternoon
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Parker Gardens
and evening drive times. One resi-
dent called the proposed develop-
ment a “monstrosity” and said it
would make conditions “distinctly
unsafe” for children. A Fanwood resi-
dent who lives nearby pointed out
that a large residential development,
which will result in more cars on
local roads, is being built on South
Avenue in Plainfield, less than two
miles from the Parker property.

Board Chairman Joseph Doyle la-
mented that the board’s hands are
essentially tied when it came to the
development, saying the application
could not be rejected simply due to
traffic concerns. Board attorney Rob-
ert Pansulla agreed, saying the board
has “limited discretion” with the ap-
plication and that a rejection would
lead to a long court fight. Mayor
Smith said the “courts don’t care”
about the impacts of mandated new
housing developments on traffic or
local schools or infrastructure. If the
board were to turn down the Parker
application, he said a judge could
order double the number of housing
units on the site and eliminate the 2.5-
acre ballfield and tell the developer to
build on that piece of land as well.

Mrs. Coronato said it was “the
inaction of our state legislators that
has brought us to this point.” She
said Trenton lawmakers have failed
for many years to handle the afford-
able-housing issue “in a responsible
way” and warned that it will con-
tinue until the State Legislature acts.
Meanwhile, she added, “We pay the
price.”

posed on other, primarily suburban
towns. Committee member Bill Picard
pointed out that enactment of A-1649
could help lower-income people from
being forced to move out of cities that
are gentrifying and making adequate
housing unaffordable to those with
lower incomes.

The fourth piece of legislation, A-
1644, would allow municipalities to
establish an affordable-housing pref-
erence for their own residents so that
long-time residents who may be
downsizing in retirement or cannot
afford to live in their homes any longer
can remain in their town.
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Wrapping up his presentation, Mr.
Van Natta urged residents and busi-
ness to do three things: download on
their smart phones the FEMA app,
which he said provides weather and
other related information; sign up
for the local First Alert emergency
notification system that provides
critical and timely information dur-
ing emergencies; and visit the town-
ship website, which he said is “the
central location” for official town-
ship information during emergen-
cies.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Scotch Plains Mayor’s Gala
December 6 at Shackamaxon

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Mayor’s Charity Gala Committee
has announced the honorees and festivi-
ties for the 29th Annual Mayor’s Charity
Gala to be held on Saturday, December 6
at Shackamaxon Country Club.

This year’s Gala will honor the follow-
ing individuals for their selfless service
to our community: Female Volunteer of
the Year Kelly Price, Male Volunteer of
the Year Jim Checchio and Volunteer
Organization of the Year: Patrick’s Down-
town Race to Summer Committee.

“I am proud to know all of all our
honorees and am grateful for the selfless
service, commitment and dedication to
our community,” Mayor Al Smith said. “I
have witnessed their contributions first
hand and can say they are more than
worthy of this honor! Jim has been an
active and dedicated supporter of the
renovation of the Frazee House, Kelly
volunteers her time each week at our
Senior Café and the Patrick’s Downtown
Race to Summer Committee has brought
one of the most popular events we offer to
our downtown, while raising money for
various local charities.”

In depth profiles of each of the awardees
will be featured in future press releases
and on the official Township website and
on social media in the next few weeks.

The gala, which runs from 7 p.m. to11
p.m., features a cocktail reception com-

plete with open bar, passed hot and cold
hors d’oeuvres and eclectic food stations,
a dessert buffet and the hot chocolate bar.
Members of the Moonglowers from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School and
DJ Mike will provide entertainment for
the evening. The evening will also in-
clude a silent auction and tricky tray.
There are several levels of sponsorship
available to support our honorees. Dona-
tions of items for the silent auction are
also appreciated. Please contact Gala
Committee Co-Chairs Lisa Mohn at (908)
322-4999 or Margaret Heisey at 908)
939-8403 if you would like to make a
contribution or donation to the event.

Proceeds from the event are donated to
charities chosen by each of the honorees.
A portion of the proceeds will be donated
to the Scotch Plains Municipal Alliance
(MAC). MAC is an organization that is
dedicated to providing substance abuse
prevention programs, activities, and edu-
cation in the communities of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.

Tickets to the Mayor’s Charity Gala
may be purchased on line by visiting
www.scotchplainsnj.gov clicking the
“Recreation Registration” Community
Pass link and selecting “2019 Mayor’s
Gala, or by calling the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department at (908) 322-
6700, extension 223. Tickets are $95 per
person and tables of 10 may be reserved.

Superintendent of Schools Joan
Mast, Ed.D., also thanked Ms. Clancy
for her time and commitment to the
board, and stated that although she
may be moving to Texas, “know that
you will always have Raider Blue
Blood in your veins.”

Board President Karen Kulikowski
added that, “it will be hard to fill your
seat.”

To fill the vacancy, the board is
seeking applicants to contact the board
office. The deadline to do so is Tues-
day, October 1.

The board will hold an interview night
for all interested candidates on Thurs-
day, October 10, at 7:30 p.m., in the
administration building on Cedar Street.
The meeting is open to the public.

In addition, the board will hold a
Candidates’ Night on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 15, at 7:30 p.m., in the adminis-
tration building for four candidates.
Board members Nancy Bauer and
Stephanie Suriani are seeking re-elec-

tion for the two seats in Scotch Plains.
Incumbent Amy Winkler is running
against Scott Brelinsky for the one
open seat in Fanwood.

In other business, Superintendent
Mast gave an overview of the new
school-year statistics. Enrollment is
up by five students since last year, for
a total of 5,633 students for the cur-
rent school year.

In addition, 45 new teaching staff
were hired in addition to 27 other new
employees.

It was reported that new curricu-
lum initiatives are in place for the
Elementary Program of Studies, the
fifth grade, middle school, the Lan-
guage Arts K-5 Proficiencies, the
Social Studies Kindergarten
Proficiencies, the Social Studies
World Geography Grade 6
Proficiencies and for Digital Design
Grade 7 Proficiencies.

It also was announced that the dis-
trict has a newly-designed website.
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Rec. Comm. Hears
Plans for Forest Rd. Park

By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about the Forest Road Park
Master Plan and borough events at the
Fanwood Recreation Commission’s
Tuesday night meeting.

Gary Oliva from CME Associates
spoke at length about the Forest Road
Park Master Plan. He said that he
was at the meeting to update the
commission and Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, who was in atten-
dance, on the status of the park’s
Master Plan. Mr. Oliva brought a
few different overlays and handouts
highlighting options for Forest Road
Park. A less expensive option for
phase one of the Master Plan, cost-
ing approximately $500,000, in-
cludes adding trees and bushes and
removing dead trees.

Mr. Oliva presented an option cost-
ing $3 million that would include
changing the park’s entrances, a ga-
zebo and playground updates. A dif-
ferent plan costing $1 million in-
cludes various improvements such
as adding two pickleball courts, re-
moving the existing tennis courts,
adding a regulation-size basketball
court, improving landscaping and
irrigation. Mr. Oliva said the esti-
mate includes asphalt, which “is the
cheapest option.” The commission
received a grant in the amount of
$465,000 from New Jersey Green
Acres.

“The council is very anxious to
move forward with this Master Plan,”
Mayor Mahr said.

Recreation Director Bob
Budiansky recently met with Shade
Tree Commission Chairman Steve
Falco about the preservation of most
trees in Forest Road Park. Mr. Falco
opposed the removal of three trees in
particular — two oak trees and one
pine tree. He said there are a few
dead trees that can be removed in the
park. Mr. Budiansky said the more
trees that are removed the less of a

buffer there is for nearby residents.
Mr. Oliva mentioned the testing

and disposing of historic fill mate-
rial, which would add to the cost of
the project. He mentioned fixing the
drainage issue by the tennis courts as
well. He also spoke about the merits
of two pickleball courts, replacing
the existing tennis courts, versus add-
ing handball courts. He said a hand-
ball court costs about $75,000 ver-
sus a pickleball court, which costs
between $40,000 and $50,000. Ei-
ther would be on concrete slabs, and
a pickleball court is much smaller.

Mr. Budiansky said Scotch Plains
just opened up four pickleball courts.
“Adults love the walking paths.
Pickleball opens up a different de-
mographic to our community,”
Mayor Mahr said. Mr. Budiansky
suggested adding back-to-back
pickleball courts and shifting the
playground, if needed. Then, he said,
“we wouldn’t need to take down any
trees.”

Mayor Mahr mentioned that Fan-
wood is in the finals for New Jersey
Monthly’s list of best towns. Also,
she will kick off her Mayor’s
Wellness Program this Saturday,
September 28, at the Dhammakya
Center, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m., as part of
her Women’s Wellness series.

The Fanwood Fright Fest 5K race
and Little Monsters Run will take
place on Sunday, October 20, at
LaGrande Park, from 9:30 a.m. to
noon. Commission Chairman Joe
Valente said $12,000 in sponsorship
money was received for the event.

The borough’s holiday celebra-
tion will be held Sunday, December
8, from 3 to 5 p.m.

Mr. Budiansky said there are va-
cancies on the recreation commis-
sion. Anyone interested should con-
tact him. The recreation
commission’s next meeting is Tues-
day, October 22, at 7:45 p.m., at
LaGrande Park. All are welcome to
attend.

Scotch Hills Reaches
Record Revenue In Aug.

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains
Parks and Recreation Director DJ Salvante
reported at Monday’s recreation com-
mission meeting that the Scotch Hills
Country Club reached record revenue
goals in August. The Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council last April entered into a 19-
month agreement with KemperSports to
manage Scotch Hills. KemperSports also
manages the Galloping Hill in Kenilworth
and Ash Brook in Scotch Plains golf
courses for Union County.

The recreation commission, working
alongside the Parks and Recreation De-
partment, will continue to attract Scotch
Plains residents and other patrons to the
club, stated Mr. Salvante. He said first
responders are entitled to a complimen-
tary golf round.

Recreation Commission Chairman
Michael Walsh said Scotch Hills long-
standing tradition includes allowing first
responders to play for free.

“It’s just something nice we have done
for quite some time now, showing appre-
ciation for our first responders,” Mr.
Walsh said.

On Thursday, October 3, Scotch Hills
will host a “senior citizen appreciation
day,” Mr. Salvante said. Senior citizens
are entitled to a half-off round of golf, he
added. The senior citizen appreciation
day and first responders’ recognition
“complimentary golf rounds” are sepa-

rate from programs the commission has
utilized to attract new patrons.

Recreation Commissioner Alfonse
Akins said discount programs recogniz-
ing other community leaders and ser-
vants, such as teachers, could be imple-
mented to attract new course patrons,
while giving back to the community. He
said numerous affinity-based community
groups might participate in Scotch Hills
activities if they were introduced to golf
or the activity through a recognition day.

Scotch Plains youth as well as youth
from surrounding towns increase “cus-
tomer traffic,” Mr. Walsh said. More
youth began opting to play at Scotch Hills
versus surrounding public courses such
as Galloping Hill in Kenilworth based on
consumer feedback, said Mr. Walsh.

Youth consumer traffic was increased
through social media marketing, course news-
letters and other marketing avenues, Mr.
Walsh said. Alternative golf-related events
such as foot golf, promoted through the
soccer association, increased teen traffic.

Foot golf and other programs place a
different spin on the game of golf, while
introducing new prospective golfers to
the Scotch Hills facility and the actual
game of golf, Mr. Walsh explained.

He said the recreation department and
recreation commission should place an
emphasis on calculating the profit per
golf round at Scotch Hills. Mr. Walsh
said specific financials will help the club
generate more revenue through new mar-
keting strategies while optimizing oper-
ating margins.

Mr. Salvante said family-oriented
events are always what the recreation
department considers to be an optimal
avenue for marketing future events. Fam-
ily-oriented events have received posi-
tive feedback from recently marketed
events such as the Father’s Day golf
outing, stated Mr. Salvante.

In other business, an adult pickleball
league has begun for Scotch Plains resi-
dents, stated Recreation Commissioner
Deanna Dell Bene. The league began
September 14 and will continue until
Saturday, November 2. Competitors can
play on a first-come, first-served basis on
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays, she
said. The league is open to both men and
women ages 18 and older.

“Participants must bring their own
equipment,” Commissioner Dell Bene said.

The New Jersey Devils grassroots
“Street Devils” program, designed to in-
troduce children to hockey, has been a
“major success and extremely popular”
as the program is completely “sold out,”
Commissioner Dell Bene said.

The Street Devils grassroots program
is a six-week program featuring skills
clinics and games led by certified USA
Hockey coaches.


