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Congratulations to the Top Team for the Month of August!

Deborah Citarella 
Team
Top Sales, Listings and Overall Top Team

C. 908.577.0977

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RALLYING COMMUTERS...Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, Tom Jardim of
Westfield and other volunteers with the Raritan Valley Mayors' Alliance meet
with commuters at Track 5 in Newark Penn Station last Wednesday for the
second "Rally for Commuters." Commuters lined up to sign the petition and get
a One Seat Ride T-shirt.

Kristen McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CAR ENTHUSIASTS...The ninth annual Car Show and Motorcycle Run in
memory of Jason Condit, who died from pediatric cancer, was held Sunday at Oak
Ridge Park in Clark. Above, classic car  enthusiasts look at the huge number of
cars on display.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LOOKING FOR BARGAINS...These ladies check out the offerings at the annual
yard sale at the Hetfield House in Mountainside on Saturday. The sale supports
the Mountainside Restoration Committee’s historic preservation efforts.
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Hearing On Parker Gardens
Development to Resume In Oct.
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board’s hearing to consider the site
plan for the former Parker Gardens
property will resume next month, but
several board members cautioned that
— with their hands tied to a great
extent by court orders to build afford-
able housing — it’s highly unlikely
that the project will be rejected.

SP Reserve Urban Renewal LLC is
seeking to build a 228-unit townhome
and apartment complex on the 13.5-
acre property on Terrill Road, with
five apartment buildings containing
181 units and seven townhouses with
47 units. In accordance with the

township’s 2018 affordable-housing
legal settlement, 34 of the units at the
site will be tagged as affordable. Some
475 parking spaces will be included
as well. A 2.5-acre wedge of property
adjacent to Terrill Middle School will
be remediated by the developer and
then turned over to the township as
green space and use as soccer and ball
fields. A third of an acre of property at
the rear of the Parker property will
also be turned over to the township by
the developer.

The plans displayed at Monday’s
hearing showed two rows of
townhouses situated at the front of
the property along Terrill Road. Four
townhome units will be situated fac-

ing Terrill Road, with a main drive-
way entrance in between those four
while another row of three townhomes
will be located directly behind, with
an interior roadway providing access
to those units as well as to the five
apartment buildings toward the rear
of the property. Architect Lawrence
D’Appel said the three buildings clos-
est to Terrill Road will be three-sto-
ries high while the two at the rear,
closer to the PSE&G right-of-way,
will be four stories. A clubhouse,
swimming pool and 30,000 square
feet of green space will be in the
center of the property.

A large portion of the more than
three-hour hearing was taken up with
results of a traffic study conducted at
the site earlier this year and the reac-
tion to that study by board members
and residents. Traffic Engineer Eliza-
beth Dolan told the board that while
morning and evening traffic on Terrill
Road backs up at times, especially
during the drop-off and pick-up times
at Terrill Middle School, she found
the development would not have a
significant negative impact on traffic
overall. A letter from Union County
traffic officials also came to a similar
conclusion.

Board members raised a number of
concerns about the potential for addi-
tional vehicular traffic on an already
crowded road. Board Vice-Chairman
Jeffrey Strauss expressed concerns
about children walking to school and
having to navigate cars exiting or
entering the new development. Mayor
Alexander Smith, who serves on the
board, also expressed similar con-
cerns. “It’s going to get more
crowded” on Terrill Road, he said.

Board member Mike Weber said
he did not agree with Ms. Dolan’s
conclusions and questioned how the
study itself was done. Ms. Dolan,
while admitting that “there is going to

Petition Planned to Urge
Action on Afford. Housing

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The afford-
able-housing advisory committee is
promoting a petition to urge state
lawmakers to enact four bills that
could ease affordable-housing obli-
gations on municipalities.

At its monthly meeting last Thurs-
day, the committee reviewed plans
for the petition, which will be circu-
lated, it is anticipated, in-person and
via social media outlets and be able to
be signed by anyone in New Jersey.

The quartet of legislative propos-
als the committee has been touting
since the spring, when the committee
endorsed them and made plans to
partner with other towns in order to
strengthen the level of support. The
aim of the committee since its incep-
tion at the start of this year has been to
identify ways for the affordable-hous-
ing issue to be moved from the courts
to the state Legislature and avoid
repeats of recent court orders man-
dating the development of thousands
of units of housing, whether there is a
proven need for them or not.

The first bill backed by the com-

mittee, A-4471, would end the Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing (COAH)
and establish a legislative subcom-
mittee on affordable-housing needs
that would evaluate and determine
present and prospective needs for af-
fordable housing at the state and re-
gional levels. The second bill, A-
1648, would establish additional fac-
tors — such as impacts on infrastruc-
ture, local schools, first responders
— when calculating a town’s afford-
able-housing obligations and also
provide a population-based cap for
those obligations. Mayor Alexander
Smith called this bill “one of the
biggest ones in terms of impact.”

The third bill, A-1649, would pro-
hibit affordable-housing obligation
exemptions for urban aid municipali-
ties and allow for such housing re-
quirements in those cities. Prior regu-
lations excluded such municipalities
— which include Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Linden and Rahway —
from providing any contribution to-
ward a region’s affordable-housing
needs. Those exemptions have led to
a greater housing burden being im-
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Emergency Coordinator
Provides Tips to Residents

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The month of
September has been designated by
federal emergency management offi-
cials as National Preparedness Month
since 2004, and at last week’s town-
ship council meeting, Emergency
Management Coordinator Dennis Van
Natta provided residents and busi-
nesses with a variety of recommenda-
tions on adequately preparing for an
emergency, be it weather-related or
otherwise.

First is what he termed “financial
preparedness,” which includes annu-
ally assessing one’s homeowners, auto
and life insurance policies to make
sure they are up-to-date and provid-
ing adequate coverage. Mr. VanNatta
urged people to take photos of impor-
tant documents and personal items in
case they are lost in a storm or fire. He
also said it’s a good idea to take
pictures of one’s house and the rooms
inside so there are before and after
photos to show insurance companies
if the event of damages.

“Cash is king,” Mr. Van Natta said.
“Having money is important.” He
pointed out that if power is lost for
any extended period of time, ATMs
and credit and debit machines will
not be working so be sure to have an
adequate amount of cash on hand,
especially if a severe storm is in the
forecast. “Cash still works,” he said.

Mr. Van Natta said businesses and
individuals should “make a plan and
prepare for a disaster.” He outlined
the three steps that businesses should
take, including making a plan to stay
in business in the event of a storm or
other severe event. Business owners
should also talk to their employees to
make sure they are prepared. And if
there is a need, he said it is important
to make sure employees have on hand
whatever medications they may need

to take along with food and snacks to
eat if they are trapped in their work-
place for an extended time.

Residents, he said, should make
sure they have an emergency supply
kit at home and also develop a family
emergency plan and make sure any
children are also aware of the plan.
It’s also important for every family to
agree on a meeting point in the event
they have to relocate quickly and are
dispersed. He added that keeping kids
informed about preparing for an emer-
gency is important and said that
www.fema.gov/kids provides plenty
of tips and other information for get-
ting young people involved in emer-
gency preparations.

Mr. Van Natta said a big part of
storm recovery “is how well do we
recover from the storm?” And it can
be a very long-term effort, he said,
pointing out that New Orleans is still
recovering from Hurricane Katrina
14 years ago and parts of New Jersey
continue to recover from Superstorm
Sandy seven years ago.

He said that emergency shelters are
available not only to people with dis-
abilities or other special needs but
also household pets and therapy pets.
Special facilities are being provided
for the family pet, while therapy ani-
mals can be brought directly into a
shelter.

There are also opportunities for
residents to get involved with the
community’s emergency prepared-
ness efforts, he said, singling out the
county’s Medical Reserve Corps.
where nurses assist in distributing
medications in the event, for example,
of a mass epidemic or outbreak. Mr.
Van Natta said that scout troops and
other community groups are always
welcome to take part in some of the
training that his three-man team par-
ticipate in each year.

Letters -- “Please Keep Mark
LoGrippo on Westfield Town Coun-
cil” by Carmen Imgrund, Westfield;
“Mark Parmelee Has My Support
for Town Council in Ward 2” by
Danny McManus, Westfield;
“Blumenstock, Lazarow, Graham
Deserve Our Support on November
5” by Councilman Sean Benoit,
Garwood; “Jenn Gilman Has My
Support For Town Council in Ward
3” by Faye Bowie, Westfield; “Scott
Katz Deserves Your Vote For
Westfield Council, Ward 4” by Sheri
Pardo, Westfield; “Sal Piarulli Is A
Strong Backbone for Garwood’s
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Board of Education” by Kathleen
Patterson, Garwood.

Arts and Entertainment -- Rockin’
The Reservation; Julia Child One-
Woman Show at the Cranford Com-
munity Center; Musical Club of
Westfield; Artist Marie Burns to Ex-
hibit Mixed Media.

Sports -- Field Goal Pushes Union
Past Westfield in Grid Classic, 10-7;
Raiders’ 2nd Half Goals Top Lady
Soccer Blue Devils, 3-1; Lady Cou-
gars Pull OT Upset on No. 5 Soccer
Raiders, 2-1; UC Vikings Nip
Westfield, 2-1, In Battle of V-Ball
Unbeatens.

BOE Says Goodbye to Clancy,
Seeks Candidates for Open Seat

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Goodbyes
were said and well wishes expressed
for Cynthia Clancy and her family, as
she served as a board member for the
last time during Thursday’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting. Fellow board members
thanked Ms. Clancy for her time and
commitment given to the district over
the past five years.

In reflecting on Ms. Clancy’s ser-
vice, board member Nancy Bauer
said the words “devotion” and “com-
mitment” came to mind, noting her
loyalty to the district in her ongoing

pursuit to bring the best to it and her
enthusiasm in wanting the best for all
students in Scotch Plains and Fan-
wood.

Last month, Ms. Clancy announced
that she would have to leave the dis-
trict before her term expired in the
fall of 2020 because she and her fam-
ily were moving to Texas.

Board member Amy Boroff said to
Ms. Clancy, “you were a mentor for
me on the board and you will be
severely missed. I want to wish you
well.”

Ms. Clancy said she thoroughly
enjoyed the last five years serving on

the board. She noted that the first
board of education meeting that she
attended was 15 years ago, when she
was concerned about class size for
her son, who was in first grade at that
time.

She remarked that, both then and
now, she was grateful for board mem-
bers being proactive in making sure
parents still do not have to worry
about class size.

Ms. Clancy thanked the board for
all she learned by being part of the
district’s team, and stated, “Thank
you for being part of my village.”
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Kristen McAliney for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HUGE TURNOUT...The ninth annual Car Show and Motorcycle Run in memory of Jason Condit, who died from pediatric
cancer, was held Sunday at Oak Ridge Park in Clark. Two hundred bikers drove 50 miles through the hills of New Jersey
to bring awareness of pediatric cancer.


