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warned.
Raider junior running back

Shawn Martin rushed for 120
yards on 18 carries in the first
half, which included a 51-yard
TD sprint down the left sideline.
Martin would add 78 yards on
seven carries in the second half,
which included a 66-yard TD run
down the right sideline early in
the third quarter.

On his first TD, Martin de-
scribed, “Liam Mahr and [Mike]
Banic and [Kenny] Yeager opened
up the holes. As soon as Hayden
gave me the ball, I saw a wide
open hole and I saw Yeager block-
ing down a linebacker.”

“When I take the snap from
Jack [Manville at center], I try to
see the holes that he can hit and
he bounces outside. One second
you see him and the next second
he’s all the way down field in the
end zone,” Widder added.

But Lancer running back Abney,
who was held to five yards in the
first half, managed to add 77

yards in the second half, includ-
ing a one-foot TD bash in the
fourth quarter. Junior wide re-
ceiver Josiah Bello had TD recep-
tions of 20 yards and 28 yards in
the second half to go with his 26-
yard reception and 20-yard in-
terception for a TD with six sec-
onds remaining in the game.

On their second series of the
game, the Raiders were moving
the ball but fumbled and the
Lancers took over at their own
37. But on the very first play,
Raider cornerback Marshall
Young made a leaping intercep-
tion at the SPF 35. With the help
of a 19-yard reception by wide
receiver Christian Piesch, the
Raiders went the distance to cap
a 13-play, 65-yard scoring drive
when Widder threw his 10-yard
TD strike to Ricci in the right
corner of the end zone with :41
left in the first quarter. Akin
Akinwunmi kicked the first of his
three points after touchdown
(PAT).

After their defense plugged the
Lancers, the Raiders went on the
offensive again after sophomore
Matt Power returned a punt 15
yards to the 38. On the fifth play,
Martin took the handoff from
Widder and swept left for his 51-
yard TD with 8:23 left in the half.
Shoyoye slowed down any Lancer
drive with his 10-yard sack then
Raider Justin Clark stopped them
in their tracks with an intercep-
tion that he returned from the
20-yard line to the 41 with six
seconds on the clock.

The third quarter began well
for the Raiders when Shoyoyo
recorded a nine-yard sack to force
a punt. On the third play with the
ball on the 34-yard line, Martin
swept right and hugged the side-
line for his 66-yard TD and a 21-
0 Raider lead with 8:42 left in the
third quarter.

The winds changed, the Lanc-
ers went to the air and Bello
added his 20-yard TD reception.
Abney ran in the two-point con-

version to make the score 21-8
with 4:18 on the clock. Next the
Lancers pulled off a successful
onside kick and took over at the
Raiders’ 41. On the fifth play,
Bello out-leaped a Raider de-
fender for his 28-yard TD to make
the score 21-14 with 1:46 left of
the third quarter.

Later the Raiders were put in a
hole and had to punt from near
their end zone. The punt soared
to the 42 where Bello returned it
to the 12 and the Lancers were in
business once again. The Lanc-
ers got a first down at the one-
foot line but it took them three
plays to plug it in when Abney
bashed through with 6:04 left in
the game. Abney’s two-point con-
version put the Lancers up 22-
21.

Time was not on the Raiders’
side. A Lancer punt bounced out
of bounds at the Raider two.
Bello then picked off Widder’s
pass and returned it for the TD
with 45 seconds remaining.

Abney ran in the two-point con-
version.

“Our coach pointed out that we
gassed out in the second half.
We need to condition more,”
Manville said.

“I could tell in the huddle we
were gassed,” Martin added.

“We were calling plays, every-
one was cramping and the line-
men weren’t hearing and Shawn
could not go anywhere. This week
we got to drink water, no soda,
stay hydrated and condition a
lot,” Widder said.

“We definitely showed our-
selves and showed everybody
else what we are capable of. I am
not worried about the rest of the
season,” Manville expressed.

“We are going to watch films
and we are going to work our
@** off. We are going to figure
out what we got to do,” Widder
emphasized.
Holy Cross 0 0 14 16 30
Sc Pl-Fanwood 7 7   7   0 21

Holy Cross Comeback Stuns Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders in Home Opener, 30-21
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