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Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

King's Supermarket
300 South Ave. (Leader)

Shoprite Supermarket
563 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Mountainside
921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Baron's Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Krauszer's
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

7-11 on Central Ave
800 Central Ave. (Leader)

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Goods & Services Directory

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

OLIVER A

PAVING

908-753-7281

Driveways • Parking Lots

Seal Coating • Railroad Ties

Belgian Block Curbing

Drainage Problems

Cement Sidewalks

“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

ANGELO QUERQUES

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks

Steps
Culture Stone

Water Proofing

Phone: 973-672-7599

Cell: 973-222-7335

McCAULEY, FREER, SHAPIRO, KESSLER WF CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Gridders Preparing
For Opener with Linden Tigers

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

How well and quickly the offen-
sive and defensive lines mature will
have a direct bearing on how success-
ful the Westfield High School foot-
ball team will be this season. After
three straight undefeated seasons with
Group 5 titles, last year’s Blue Dev-
ils, despite returning the majority of
skill players, were faced with fielding
a completely inexperienced line of
sophomores and juniors, with the
exception of Declan McCauley, and
the result was a 4-7 record.

The Blue Devils suffered losses to
Linden, St. Joe’s (Metuchen), Union,
Phillipsburg, Elizabeth, Piscataway
and Union City, while their victories
were over Old Bridge, Watchung
Hills, West Morris Central and
Plainfield.

The good news is that McCauley
returns for his third year at the varsity
level as do all the skill players. Addi-
tionally, the returning linemen have
one year of varsity experience tucked
under their belts.

Offensively, the 6-4, 260-lb
McCauley will be at left tackle with
junior 6-3, 290-lb Andrew Miller at
right tackle. Senior Jake Harnisher

returns at left guard and sophomore
Jack Price will be at right guard with
junior Ryan (Sean) Maher at center.
Senior John Czarnecki will be at tight
end with senior Nick Martini at the
slot.

Their effectiveness will enhance
the success of senior three-year start-
ers, quarterback Hank Shapiro and
running back Tim Alliegro, two-year
starter senior Griffin Rooney as a
receiver, and sophomore Trey
Constantinou as a receiver.

Last year Shapiro completed 146
of 253 passes for 1,681 yards and six
touchdowns with eight interceptions.
In his sophomore season when the
Blue Devils won their third straight
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 5 title,
Shapiro completed 107 of 189 passes
for 1,423 yards with 13 touchdowns
and four interceptions. Alliegro, who
missed the final four games last year,
carried 125 times for 495 yards, in-
cluding three touchdowns, and he also
had seven receptions for 97 yards and
one touchdown. His sophomore sea-
son, Alliegro carried 178 times for
920 yards with eight touchdowns.

Defensively, senior Matt O’Connor
and junior Jon Heard return at the
defensive tackle spots. Senior Colin
Freer, who led the team in throws for
loss and 12 sacks, returns at defen-
sive end and junior Will Heflin will
occupy the other end. Senior Reid
Colwell returns at outside linebacker

and junior Matt Shinners will also be
at outside linebacker. Senior Will
Kessler and junior Dan Shakal return
at the linebacker spot. Senior Danny
Varano returns at cornerback and jun-
ior Jordan Ortiz will fill the other
corner. The free safety will be sopho-
more James Csorba.

The special teams will consist of
junior Mack Prybylski, who will be
doing the kicking, with McCauley as
the long snapper and sophomore
Aidan Scheper as the holder. Last
year, Prybylski kicked 17 points after
touchdown and three field goals. Se-
nior Dan Hipshman may also assume
some kicking duties. Alliegro,
Rooney, Constantinou and junior
Shane Carlin will be returning the
kickoffs and punts.

“The D-Line has been a positive
during camp. O-Line is a work in
progress. We lost starter Jon Bracco
this summer to an ACL. We’re com-
ing along just a little slower than on
the ‘D’ side. McCauley is a beast
though,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno expressed.

Kessler, Shapiro, Freer and
McCauley have been selected as team
captains and they will lead the Blue
Devils into their season opener against
the Linden Tigers at Kehler Stadium
on Saturday, September 14, at 2 p.m.
Last year the Tigers stung the Blue
Devils 14-7 when a 48-yard touch-
down pass set the pace for Linden.

‘BREZ’ WIN NO. 750; OKORIE, FURFARO, KIRIAN SCORE

Raiders Rally; Defeat Steinert
In Boys Soccer Struggle, 3-2

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood rallied
from a 2-0 first-half deficit to defeat
Steniert, 3-2, in a boys soccer match
played on September 7 in Scotch
Plains. Nkem Okorie, Alvaro Furfaro
and Dean Kirian each scored goals
that carried the Raiders to victory.
The victory was the 750th win of
veteran Tom Breznitsky’s illustrious
career as the head coach at Scotch

Plains-Fanwood. Breznitsky has seen
all kinds of things in his many years as
Raider head coach and this particular
victory brought to mind memories of
one from last season.

“Very much resembled last year,”
said Breznitsky. “If you recall, we
won our first game then were losing
to Westfield, 2-0, and came back to
win it in overtime. Resiliency. They
know the tradition. They don’t want
to die. They don’t want to lose. They

are going to keep on working till the
very, very end.”

The Raiders faced an uphill climb
against a very strong Steinert team.
Goals by Rozario Azer and Liam
MacDonald put the visiting Spartans
up by a 2-0 lead in the first half. More
importantly, they appeared to be the
quicker team, out-hustling the Raid-
ers consistently and breaking up of-
fensive efforts at midfield.

Coach Breznitsky said, “I just

thought that we needed to get balls
played out wide because of their for-
mation that we are using now, a 4-3-3.
Four in the back, three midfielders and
three on top. Last year we used a little
bit different formation. With the 4-3-
3, when you get the balls to the cor-
ners, you become very dangerous.”

Scotch Plains-Fanwood finally be-
gan to turn things around when Okorie,
a sophomore, chipped one in past the
Steinert goaltender, cutting the defi-

cit to 2-1 in the 30th minute.
“Chris (Vinci) played a good ball

in and all I had to do was tap it in,”
said Okorie. “We tried pressing them
more after that. We had more en-
ergy.”

Okorie’s goal seemed to wake up a
stagnant Raider offense. The Raiders
came out in the second half and began
getting more effective offensive ef-
forts going against Steinert. This paid
off quickly when Furfaro scored on a
beautiful header off of a corner kick
sent in by Owen Murphy that tied the
game at 2-2 in the 47th minute.

“Owen whipped it in perfectly,”
said Furfaro. “It came right to my
head. It was like perfect vision, right
to me. I hit it with full force and it
went right in.”

Furfaro played a key role in what
would eventually be the winning goal
of the match when he delivered a
perfect cross that Kirian deposited
into the back of the net for a 3-2 lead
in the 59th minute.

“I started the game at right back
and then I came in for right wing,”
said Kirian. “Their defense was kind
of tired, so we worked the attack
down the midfield and then gave it
out to Alvaro on the left wing and he
crossed with his left foot and gave me
a great pass. He put the ball right on
my foot. All I had to do was aim it and
plant it. Straight kick! Nothing is bet-
ter than the game-winning goal.”

Three gorgeous goals by the Raider
offense had brought them all the way
back after a frustrating first 30 min-
utes. Now it was the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood defense, led by goaltender
Dan Coyle that took over. Coyle
stopped a pair of shots in the final 15
minutes that preserved the lead and
sent Raider Nation home happy.
Steinert 2 0 2
Sc Pl-Fanwood 1 2 3

GIGLIO SCORES 2, KELESOGLU, ROKHSAR GOAL EACH

Blue Devils Blank Plainfield
In Boys’ Soccer Action, 4-0

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School boys
soccer team turned in an impressive
all-around performance during a sea-
son-opening 4-0 shutout of the
Plainfield Cardinals on September 4
in Plainfield. Junior Chris Giglio
scored two goals and teammates Jack
Kelesoglu and freshman Max Rokhsar
each chipped in a goal as the Blue
Devils dominated from start to finish.
The victory avenged a 2018 home
loss to the Cardinals and gave early
notice that a re-shuffled Westfield
starting lineup is a likely contender
once again in Union County.

“This was a good road win for us,”
said Westfield Head Coach Eric Shaw.
“Plainfield is always certainly very
tough to play here. In terms of start-
ers, there are a lot of new faces on our
team. Many of them were here last
year, so the expectation of what goes
on is the same but not that many of
them played a lot last year. There is a
learning process going on and we are
still in that process but this is a good
win to grow on.”

Rokhsar got things going for the Blue
Devils when he scored on kick from the
left side that found the opposite corner
of the net for a 1-0 lead in the eighth
minute. Westfield dominated posses-
sion throughout the first half but the
host Cardinals hung tough. Westfield
took the 1-0 lead into the break.

In the second half, Westfield began
to dominate in all aspects of play.
Less than a minute into the second
half Giglio scored to make it 2-0.
Giglio scored again moments later
when he took advantage of Plainfield
goaltender Anderson Lopez, who
decided to come out and challenge.
Giglio kicked the ball around him and
it deflected in off the opposite post
for a 3-0 lead in the 44th minute.

“The first goal came off of a cross,”
said Giglio. “I got a good touch on it
and was able to put it in the back of the
net with my right foot. The second

goal was just a good ball and I was
able to spot that one in too. We worked
really hard in practice this week. They
were probably the hardest training
sessions we had all season. We put in
the work and I think that really showed
in this game. We really showed our
dominance and we made it work.”

Kelesoglu added one more for good
measure when he was the beneficiary
of a ball that made its way through a
scrum and rolled towards the net be-
hind the Cardinal goalkeeper.
Kelesoglu simply tapped the ball in
for a 4-0 lead.

Westfield’s offense was both bal-
anced and opportunistic. They out-
shot Plainfield by a 12-2 margin. John
Desena and Matias Arbalaez were both
credited with assists during the match.

“We knew based on last year that
they were a very good defensive
team,” said Arbelaez. “We knew we
had to go all out with our attacks
against them to increase our chances.
Our starting lineup has been mixed
lately and it creates good competi-
tion. Players that aren’t starting this
year have chance to step up and prove
themselves and be apart of what is
going on.”

The Blue Devils will need that kind
of all around effort as they will face
off against perennial power and bor-

der rival, Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
Thursday, September 12.
Westfield 1 3 4
Plainfield 0 0 0

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCORING NEEDED GOALS...Nken Okorie (17) and Alvaro Furfaro (9), along
with Dean Kirian scored needed goals for the Raiders.

Blue Devils Defeat Cougars
In Girls Tennis Match, 5-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Millwater stopped Kayla Haughey and
Julia Butka, 6-2, 2-6, 6-1.

“The other competitive matches
were the two doubles teams. Although
Westfield did not play their starting
players for first and second doubles,
Cranford battled to go three sets and
had many fierce points that ended
with great angles or passing shots,”
Coach Williams pointed out.

At second singles, Blue Devil
sophomore Natalie Zelechowski, last
year’s first singles player, defeated
sophomore Olivia Tardibuono, 6-1,
6-3. Blue Devil sophomore Katey
Peretz topped sophomore Alyssa
Colombrita, 6-0, 6-1, at third singles.

“Olivia, at second singles, played
Westfield’s former first singles
Natalie. Olivia and held her own scor-
ing four games in total. Alyssa, at

third singles, played much better than
the actual game score reflects,” Coach
Williams said.

The Blue Devils went on to defeat
Mendham, 5-0, and East Brunswick,
3-2, to win the Westfield Tournament
on September 7. Against East
Brunswick, Montero had a wild match
with Divya Venkataram but prevailed,
6-4, 6-4. Peretz dropped a tight, 6-3,
6-3, match with Gabi Lordache at
third singles. Blue Devils Mia Fleming
and Payton Silverman won at first
doubles and Annika Vesuna and Madi-
son Wright won at second doubles.

“In the win against South Brunswick
Sophia Montero defeated Divya
Venkataram, 6-4, 6-4. Last season
Venkataram was one of the stronger
players in the state,” Coach Varhley
noted.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

In accordance with the ordinances of the
Township of Cranford, and the statutes of
the State of New Jersey, Notice is hereby
served upon you that an application for
development, Application No. ZBA-19-008
to be located in Zone: R-1, on the premises
known as 110 Thomas Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016, Block No. 516, Lot No.
4, has been submitted by: Kevin & Blair
McGrath of 110 Thomas Street, Cranford,
New Jersey 07016.

The proposed development involves and
requires the granting of relief from the
following requirements of the ordinance so
as to permit: Combined side yard setbacks
are to equal 30 feet, proposed setbacks
equal 24.4 feet and any additional relief
that may be required from the board.

The Zoning Board will conduct a public
hearing on this matter on September 23,
2019 at 7:45 p.m. in Room 107 of the
Cranford Township Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jer-
sey. Any person or persons affected by
this application will have an opportunity to
present any objections to the proposed
development. The Board does, however,
have the right to exclude repetitious testi-
mony.

All documents relating to this application
may be inspected by the public Monday
through Friday between the hours of 8:00
a.m. and 4:00 p.m. in the Planning/Zoning
Department, Cranford Township Munici-
pal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey.

Applicant:
Kevin & Blair McGrath

110 Thomas Street
Cranford, New Jersey 07016

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $36.72

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD

PLANNING BOARD

TAKE NOTICE that on the 4th day of
September, 2019 the Planning Board of
the Township of Cranford, in the County of
Union took the following action:

1. Application PBA-17-00004: Adopted
a Resolution of Memorialization not to rec-
ommend the request from Hartz Mountain
Industries Inc., to rezone (§ 136-59 et seq.)
the property designated on the tax map of
the Township of Cranford as Block 541 Lot
2 in the C-3 Zone, the same being known
as 750 Walnut Avenue, to eliminate the
current office and warehouse use in favor
of multi- family residential use.

Donna Pedde
Secretary

1 T - 09/12/19, The Leader Fee: $18.36

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VERY COMPETITIVE MATCH...Cougar sophomore Molly Gardiner had a
very competitive first singles match against Blue Devil Sophia Montero.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING VETERAN QUARTERBACK...Blue Devil senior co-captain Hank Shapiro, No. 10, returns for his third year
at the quarterback position. The Blue Devils will open their season with the Linden Tigers this Saturday at Kehler Stadium.


