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Fall Mum and Plant Sale Set
At Historic Hetfield House

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Historic Restoration
Committee will hold its Annual Fall
Mum and Plant Sale Thursday through
Sunday, September 19 to 22, at the
historic Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House. Sale hours are 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., while supplies last.

The committee’s plant experts
travel to the grower and hand-select
each plant for this sale. The mums are
covered with buds for long-lasting
bloom. Shoppers are encouraged to
come early for the best selection.

In addition, on Friday and Satur-
day, September 20 and 21, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m., the Hetfield House
will host a huge garage/yard sale.
Proceeds from these sales help sup-

port the restoration and maintenance
of the Hetfield House and Levi Cory
House.

The Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House is located at Constitution Plaza
(Watchung Avenue, off Birch Hill
Road), adjacent to the Mountainside
Public Library.

The Mountainside Restoration
Committee is a committee of volun-
teers whose purpose is to restore and
maintain the Deacon Andrew Hetfield
House and the Levi Cory House, also
located at Constitution Plaza, and to
collect and save historic information
and items from destruction. For fur-
ther information, call (908) 789-9420
or go to mountainsidehistory.org.

Paul B. Babik, 72, CPA, Family Man,
Collector, Sports and Music Enthusiast

Paul B. Babik, 72, passed away on
Sunday, August 25, 2019, at
Hackensack University Medical
Center in Hackensack. Born in Eliza-
beth, he was raised in Colonia, and
had lived in Watchung since 1982.

He is survived by his loving wife of
45 years, Gita (Dharan); son, Michael,
and his wife, Allison (Gannon); daugh-
ter, Pamela, and sister, Charlotte Den-
nis. He is also survived by two grand-
daughters, Hailey and Eva, who he
adored. He is predeceased by his fa-
ther, John Babik; mother, Dorothy,
and brother, John Jr.

Paul graduated in 1969 from John
Carroll University in Cleveland,
Ohio. Trained as a CPA, he had a
career in public accounting and real
estate development in New York City
before starting his own business in
Westfield in 1993. In his later years,
he served as a corporate financial
consultant for a variety of organiza-
tions.

A lifelong collector, Paul was spe-
cifically interested in world stamps,
model trains and trading cards. He
also loved sports history and memo-
rabilia and had been a loyal Mets fan
since 1962. He loved many types of
music, especially folk, and enjoyed
spending time with his family on
Nantucket Island.

A visitation was held on Wednes-
day, August 28, 2019, at Higgins
Home for Funerals, 752 Mountain
Boulevard, Watchung, N.J. A gath-
ering took place on Thursday, Au-
gust 29, at the funeral home fol-
lowed by a Funeral Mass at St. Mary’s
Stony Hill Church in Watchung. En-
tombment followed at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
name can be made to: The Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society, Donor Ser-
vices, P.O. Box 98018, Washington
DC 20090-8018.
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Esme Ambos, 95, Was Loving
Mother, Grandmother and Sister

Esme (Chester) Ambos of West
Windsor, formerly of Westfield and
of Tinton Falls, New
Jersey, died on Sunday,
September 8, 2019, at
the age of 95.

Born in Tompkins
Cove, New York, she
earned a Bachelor of
Letters degree from what
was then known as the
New Jersey College for
Women (now Douglass
College). She was a
member of the only all-
women class to have
graduated from Rutgers
University School of
Journalism and was editor of the
N.J.C. newspaper, the Caellian, her
senior year and worked for a time for
the Grey Advertising agency in New
York City after graduation.

She was married to the late Lt. Cdr.
John F. Ambos, U.S.N.R., for 62 years.
As a devoted member of St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church, Westfield, she had
a long history of volunteerism. Her
activities also included serving in many
capacities on the Westfield Republi-
can Committee and with the Douglass
College Alumnae Club of Union
County. She was also a member of
Atlas Chapter No. 99 of the Order of

The Eastern Star. She taught Sunday
school, was a Girl Scout assistant

leader, and participated
with the Rutgers Coop-
erative Extension Ser-
vice.

She is survived by her
sister, Lillian Frimpter
of San Antonio, Texas;
her children, Paul Am-
bos of Highland Park,
New Jersey, George
Ambos of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, and Jane
Ambos Campbell of
Plainsboro, New Jersey,
and her grandchildren,
Leonard Ambos, John

Ambos, Elizabeth Ambos, Karen
Campbell Rangrez, Victoria Campbell
and Carolyn Campbell. Her son, Peter
Quinn Ambos, predeceased her.

Visitation will be at Gray Funeral
Home, 318 East Broad Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, on Sunday,
September 15, from 4 to 8 p.m. Inter-
ment will be with her late husband in
Brigadier General William C. Doyle
Memorial Cemetery. In lieu of flow-
ers, donations may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association. Please go
to: www.grayfuneralhomes.com to
offer condolences.
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Marie Rose Casella, 98, Beloved
Mother and Active Volunteer

Marie Rose Casella, 98, of
Cranford, N.J., died peacefully on
Friday, August 16, 2019, at
Morristown Medical Center.

Marie was born to
Carmela and George
Bozzo on December 12,
1920 in Greenwich Vil-
lage, N.Y. She lived on
Thompson Street until she
married. Marie was
trained as a seamstress and
worked at Bergdorf
Goodman straight out of
high school. During World
War II, she worked for
Western Electric.

Marie married
Dominick Casella on Sep-
tember 9, 1944, and the
couple lived in Washing-
ton Heights. In 1952, the pair moved
to Bergenfield, N.J., where Marie
spent most of her adult life. While
raising their three children, Marie
worked as a seamstress and was a
member of the Contemporary
Women’s Club of Bergenfield. She
later served as a cashier at Bergenfield
High School’s cafeteria for 43 years,
finally agreeing to retire at the age of
85 in 2006. In that same year, Marie
moved to Cranford, where she be-
came known by many in the neigh-
borhood because she walked every-
where in her blue coat and matching
hat. Having been raised in the city,
Marie never drove a car. During her
time in Cranford, Marie volunteered
with the Prayer Shawl Ministry at St.

Anne’s Church and at the Cranford
Elmora Soup Kitchen. She appreci-
ated butterflies and cardinals and be-
lieved elephants were a symbol of

good luck. She was a fan
of Frank Sinatra, the
game show “Jeopardy,”
rainbow cookies and
Canadian Club whisky.

Marie was prede-
ceased by her husband,
Dominick Casella, and
brother, George Bozzo.
She is survived by three
children, George Casella
and his wife, Diane,
Michael Casella and his
wife, Annie, and Maria
Nierstedt and her hus-
band, William; seven
grandchildren, George

Casella, Jr. and his wife, Dorothy,
Matthew Casella and his wife, Mel-
issa, Tracy McCafferty and her hus-
band, Kevin, Lisa Puglisi and her hus-
band, Joseph, Brian Casella and his
wife, Melissa, Jenna Jordan and her
husband, Kenneth, and Eric Nierstedt;
and nine great-grandchildren.

A Funeral Mass was offered at St.
Anne’s Church in Garwood on Thurs-
day, August 22. Interment followed at
George Washington Memorial Park
in Paramus.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in her memory to Cranford
Elmora Soup Kitchen, First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford, 11 Spring-
field Avenue, Cranford, N.J. 07016.
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Alzheimer’s Group
To Meet Sept. 20

WESTFIELD — Jewish Family
Service of Central New Jersey
(JFSCNJ), a non-sectarian health and
social service agency, will host an
Alzheimer’s Support Group, through
Alzheimer’s New Jersey, on Friday,
September 20. It will take place from
10 to 11 a.m. at The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield, located at 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

Free and open to Alzheimer’s/De-
mentia caregivers in the community,
this program is run in accordance
with Alzheimer’s New Jersey guide-
lines. Participants are welcome to
join the group at any time. The sup-
port group is not suitable for indi-
viduals with the dementia diagnosis.

Registration is recommended. If
planning to attend, or seeking more
information about JFSCNJ’s program
for Alzheimer’s and Dementia Disor-
ders, contact Alice Greenberg-Sheedy,
Licensed Clinical Social Worker, at
agreenberg-sheedy@jfscentralnj.org,
or (908) 352-8375.

goleader.com/form/bulletin

Are You Minding

Your Business?

Brooks Clark, 62, Formerly of Westfield;
Devoted Family Man, Teacher and Coach

Brooks A. Clark

Brooks Alexander Clark of Buxton,
Me., beloved husband, brother, cousin,
uncle, teacher, coach and mentor,
passed away on Saturday, September
7, 2019, at Maine Medical Center
after suffering a brief illness. He was
62. He was born in LaGrange, Ill., a
son of the late Stanley Jr. and Charlon
(Cairns) Clark. A gradu-
ate of Trinity-Pawling
School, Brooks then
earned his English de-
gree from the University
of Maine in 1983. He
grew up in Westfield,
N.J., and spent summers
fishing and boating in and
around Ocean Point,
Me., which gave him a
love for his adopted state.

Brooks excelled in the
classroom. Over the
years he taught many
levels and many texts,
but his passions were
American literature and well-crafted
sentences; in Melville, Hawthorne and
Fitzgerald he found inspiration and
models. His colleagues always knew
which students had been his: their
essays demonstrated polished prose
and clear thinking. He was instru-
mental in establishing an Advanced
Placement Language program at
Bonny Eagle, and his students con-
sistently tested well. Perhaps more
importantly, Brooks was able to con-
nect with a broad spectrum of stu-
dents. His instruction was never ex-
clusive, and his love of music, fishing
and sports helped him reach every
student in his classroom. His ram-
bunctious nature and accessibility
made him a beloved teacher at Bonny
Eagle and Mattanawcook Academy
over more than 35 years.

He taught as Ahab pursued the white
whale: with passion. Ahab declared
that “The path to [his] fixed purpose is
laid with iron rails, whereon [his] soul
is grooved to run. Over unsounded
gorges, through the rifled hearts of
mountains, under torrents’ beds, unerr-
ingly [he] rush [es]!” Such devotion
made Brooks one of the most beloved
staff members at Bonny Eagle High
School, and in 1996 the student council
broke with tradition to request that they
have the privilege of choosing a gradu-
ation speaker. That year, and often there-
after, their choice was Brooks Clark.

Brooks brought the same passion to
coaching as teaching. He began his
career as an educator at Mattanawcook
Academy (MA) in Lincoln, Me. He
served as a line coach under Ken
Libbey, where his linemen helped the
team win the Little Ten Conference
Class D Championship in 1996. He
also served as assistant coach and then

head wrestling coach, leading the squad
to a third place finish in the 1990 State
Championships. Along the way he
coached five MA wrestlers to indi-
vidual state championships.

Brooks brought his considerable
talents, boundless energy and rau-
cous laugh to Bonny Eagle High

School (BEHS) in the fall
of 1991. He taught all lev-
els of classes, coached
multiple sports, and edu-
cated and inspired chil-
dren and eventually their
children in his 28 years
there.

After several years as an
assistant wrestling coach,
Brooks took over the reins
as head coach of this sto-
ried program in 1996. Dur-
ing his tenure as head coach
he led the team to one state
championship and coached
12 BEHS wrestlers to indi-

vidual state championships.
He was instrumental in guiding the

Bonny Eagle football program into
Class A. He began as an assistant
coach when the new program was still
playing a Class B and C schedule. He
served as defensive coordinator when
the team made the challenging jump
into Class A. With his guidance the
team earned a 4-4 record that first year.
The following year he served as head
coach of the BEHS football team. To-
day, BE Football remains a power-
house, and Brooks was intensely proud
to watch them win multiple state titles.

Brooks touched countless lives in
his years devoted to public education.
He lived life with passion, humor, and
gusto — whether teaching, coaching,
fishing or spending time with his fam-
ily and many friends. He is prede-
ceased by his parents, and his brother,
Bayard Clark, in 2010. Brooks is sur-
vived by his beloved wife, Tina
(Pelletier) Clark of Buxton; their son/
nephew, Andrew Clark; sister, Cathryn
(Catie) Salmon; her husband, Michael;
his niece, Charlotte, of Gloucester,
Mass., and many special cousins.

A Celebration of Life will be held on
Saturday, September 14, at 4 p.m., in
the Bonny Eagle High School Gymna-
sium, 700 Saco Road, Standish, Me.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Brooks A. Clark
Memorial Fund, which will benefit
students pursuing careers in educa-
tion. Online memorial contributions
can be submitted at the Chad E. Poitras
Cremation and Funeral Service
website, www.mainefuneral.com, or
mailed to Bonny Eagle High School/
Brooks A. Clark Scholarship Fund,
700 Saco Road, Standish, ME 04084.
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Pay Tribute to

Your Loved One

goleader.com/form/obituary

David Scott Montagna, 60,
Formerly of Scotch Plains

David Scott Montagna, age 60,
of Asheville, N.C., formerly of
Scotch Plains, N.J., passed away
on Sunday, September 1, 2019, af-
ter a long, brave battle with leuke-
mia. He was a 1978 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and a 1983 graduate of
Bloomsburg University.

He is survived by his wife, Debbie

Lynn (Hymen); his son, Shawn;
mother, Bernice; brothers, Tom and
Bob, and sister, Lynn (Canfield).
David was preceded in death by his
father, Thomas, and son, Nicholas.
A memorial service will take place
at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
in Fanwood, N.J., on Saturday, Sep-
tember 14, at noon.
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Fanwood Library Friends
To Host Fall Book Sale

FANWOOD — The Friends of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
host its 33rd Fall Book Sale from
Thursday, September 19, to Sun-
day, September 22. Donation days
begin on Friday, September 13.

Browsers at the sale will find
books by subject matter: history,
romance, classics, art, cookbooks,
politics, crafts, science, parenting,
children, and general fiction. In
addition to hardbacks and paper-
backs, the Friends collect DVDs
and CDs, but not toys or games.

“We are looking to top last year’s
total of $12,000,” said Friends
President Carol Campell. “With all
the amazing participation — from
donors to buyers to volunteers — it
could happen, and every penny rolls
right back into the library!”

The funds collected from the sale
enable the library to offer culturally-
rich family programs and electronic
materials — from MuseumPass dis-
counted tickets to the children’s sum-
mer reading program, and e-tablets to
teen book clubs. Entrepreneurs, home
workers, students and senior citizens
have come to rely on the audiovisual
system, electronic devices and fire-
side furniture provided by book sale
funds. To join the fun and volunteer,
contact fmlbooksales@gmail.com.

The Friends’ book sale could not
succeed without the quality and quan-
tity of materials provided by resi-
dents. However, the Friends will no
longer accept videotapes and cannot
accept books that are damaged, mil-
dewed or significantly out of date.
Any unsaleable items will be returned
to the donor. Leftovers will go to
authorized organizations and clubs
specifying book type. For questions,
contact friends@fanwoodlibrary.org
or (908) 377-9270.

All donations, sorting and selling
occur at Forest Road Park, located
at 153 Forest Road, in the redbrick
building. Donation days are Friday,
September 13, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.;
Saturday, September 14, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Sunday, September 15, noon
to 4 p.m.; Monday, September 16,
noon to 7 p.m., and Tuesday, Sep-
tember 17, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sale days will begin Thursday, Sep-
tember 19, from 4 to 7 p.m., with
Friends Night, when people can join
the organization at the door. The sale
will continue on Friday, September
20, and Saturday, September 21, from
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days, and on
Sunday, September 22, from noon to
4 p.m. Sunday will be Bag Day, when
shoppers will be able to fill a pro-
vided bag for $8.

During the sale, teachers with
identification will receive a 10-
percent discount.


