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Support Sal Piarulli For Garwood BOE
      My tenure on the Garwood

Board of Ed has been eye open-
ing to say the least. We some-
times forget the Board of Ed is
the business aspect of the school
district. I believe our educators
need to do what they do best,
educate, and not worry about
the behind the scenes dollars
and cents and It is our responsi-
bility to ensure teachers have all
the resources to provide the best
education possible for all of our
student. Over the past 12+ years
I have had at least 2 of my four
kids attending Lincoln School
during any given year and al-
though that alone doesn’t qualify
one for being on the Board of Ed,
my involvement, understanding
and knowledge of how the sys-
tem works does. Just like every
child, my four are very different
from each other in that they have
been able to take advantage of
all aspects of the curriculum from
the honor roll currently enrolled
at the prestigious Magnet School
to special needs, as a parent, I
have seen first-hand how our
students are driven to succeed
through the eyes of my own.

Safety, and finances are at the
forefront of my priorities. A few
months back I proposed starting

a safety committee where we
would work with the community,
law enforcement and county of-
ficials to ensure we are always a
step ahead of those that have
evil in their heart. We spend so
much time, effort and money
making our schools the last line
of defense, my goal would be to
stop it before it gets to the that
position.  Last year during my
first year on finance, we were
able to keep taxes at a ½ percent
increase. I fought to keep taxes
flat but eventually compromised
because it is important to work
as a team. This year I voted no.
I was adamant that we did not
have to raise taxes 1.9%. None-
theless, my colleagues voted 6-
2 for a 1.9% increase therefore it
is more important than ever to
keep our finance committee in-
tact. BOE taxes are tricky. We
need to spend correctly and we
must react to poor decisions
made by the municipality. We
have been under unfair, con-
stant attacks for the past 3 years
because they don’t seem to un-
derstand how finances work. 3
years ago, when our lawyers drew
up a letter explaining our con-
cerns about their approval and
push for 4 apartment buildings

that could cause a significant
increase in BOE costs, especially
with out of district children, the
current council called us “liars”.
It is my responsibility as a board
member to ensure that EVERY
child gets the best education
possible. Because we are a small
school district, we simple don’t
have all the resources to do so
therefore we go to other dis-
tricts. The budget later came out
showing it to be a fact. This year,
this current council has been tell-
ing residents that the BOE voted
to raise taxes 4%. That is NOT
true. Actually, it was the council
the front loaded the BOE taxes so
more appear on the first six
months of your property tax bill.
In addition, the BOE does not
borrow money to create the illu-
sion that taxes are low while
incurring interest like we have
seen with council whose debt has
increased by 60% in the last 3
years. The BOE debt service is
based on the loan taken out for
building the school back in 2004.

  Lastly, ensuring that all mem-
bers of our community have
someone that represents them.
That is our job. A former BOE
member and current Garwood
Democrat chairperson said on

social media, in response to par-
ents fighting to save the job of a
beloved teacher: "I commend
your efforts but they won't make
a difference". I am running again
to tell you that your efforts do
make a difference. Your voices
will be heard and the moment
someone tells you your efforts
don't make a difference is the
moment that person and the
people they stand for should
never get elected again. As the
middle child of Italian immi-
grants, I am a 47-year-old single
father that has been blessed with
four beautiful children that are
either currently in or went
through the Garwood school sys-
tem.

I enjoy spending my free time
with my children coaching soc-
cer, football and baseball. Teach-
ing teamwork through coaching
is something I am very passion-
ate about. Being an active soccer
player myself, I show my chil-
dren the continued importance
of dedication and passion for what
you love is the most important
thing in life. I am a graduate of
Caldwell University and just re-
cently earned my MBA. I am not
afraid to give my opinion and I
am not seeking to be all things to

all people nor am I hoping to win
a popularity contest. This has
made me a target but it won’t
stop me for standing up for the
residents and continuing to do
what’s right. The current chair-
man of the GW Democrat Party
spread rumors that my kids don’t
live in town to try to get them
expelled. Is this who we want to
represent us? The current coun-
cil continue to spin without solu-
tions. The political atmosphere
and smear tactics have become
a sad commentary on our town
and it is more important than
ever that we move forward with
new council members and a Board
of Ed that that has the experi-
ence to provide better transpar-
ency and represent all residents
of Garwood to ensure our tax
dollars are spent the right way so
we keep the best teachers and
they are equipped with the re-
sources so our children can con-
tinue to receive the best educa-
tion possible. On November 5th,
I look forward to your support
and continuing to fight for all
residents of Garwood.

Sal Piarulli
Garwood BOE

The purpose of this letter is to
explain why I’m voting for Dr.
Mary Ann Kjetsaa during the
Garwood Board of Education
(BOE) election on November 5,
2019.  In my opinion, Dr. Kjetsaa
is a positive, hard-working indi-
vidual who has integrity.  She is
a wonderful listener and she is
also a great communicator.  As a
Garwood BOE member, she will
take pride in helping every child.
Her passion for education is ad-
mirable.  I know this firsthand
because I served as a BOE mem-
ber with Dr. Kjetsaa.

The following are a few rea-
sons why I’m voting for Dr.
Kjetsaa for the Garwood BOE:

 1. Expertise and Experience
Matters
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I am Voting for Mary Ann Kjetsaa for the Garwood BOE
Dr. Kjetsaa served in a K-12

education setting for 45 plus
years, serving as both an educa-
tor and school administrator.
While teaching, she was named,
“Teacher-of-the-Year” for her
school district and for Union
County.  While an administrator,
she was named, “Administrator
of the Year.”

 2. Priorities
Children Come First
Dr. Kjetsaa believes that we

need to inspire every child and
engage them in learning oppor-
tunities that foster curiosity and
provide experiences, allowing
them to collaborate, problem-
solve and innovate.

School Safety
Dr. Kjetsaa realizes “School

Safety” is a priority and how it is
imperative to have an environ-
ment in which effective teaching
and learning can take place.  She
understands that school safety
supports student learning by cre-
ating a physically, emotionally,
socially and academically secure
climate for both students and
school staff.

 3. Fiscal Responsibility
Dr. Kjetsaa understands the

role of BOE member from a fi-
nancial perspective and will adopt
and monitor the finances of our
school district in an effective
manner.  She realizes that as a
BOE member she will be serving
as a public official who will need
to be accountable to all stake-
holders in our community —prop-

erty owners, residents, our kids
and their families and our school.

As our district continues to go
through challenging and exciting
times, I think we all agree that
we need effective, transparent
and accountable leadership on
our Garwood BOE.  In my opin-
ion, expertise and positivity mat-
ter, especially when it relates to
our children, our future.  This is
why I’m voting for Dr. Mary Ann
Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE on
November 5, 2019 – Column 5.

Tracey Roland
Garwood, Prior BOE Member
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