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Congratulations and great job, Dawn Mackey. Boo!
AddamsFest is arguably the

marquee event for Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC),
one of many events that are
intended to promote the town
and bring us all together.  It is
remarkable to see all the brands
of our local merchants, spon-
sors, and public/private person-
alities coordinate to bring events
like AddamsFest to life.  Planning
these events attracts risk be-
cause all the reputations of our
stakeholders, including the brand
reputation of Westfield, NJ, are
comingled and often listed to-
gether as the event is promoted.
When brands and reputations are
shared, appearing on lists to-
gether, one could easily argue
that the actions and words of one
are shared by all.  It always feels
great to participate in a success-
ful event, where all stakeholders
receive their contributed share
of benefit, and the community
shares in an opportunity to con-
nect.  This year’s AddamsFest
was consistent with those feel-
ings.

My hope is local merchants,
property owners, and citizens
share similar feelings to those I
have and see value in the con-
nections AddamsFest makes
available to stakeholders of the
Westfield brand.  Not everyone
has opportunity to be friendly
with Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey, therefore you’ll need to
believe me when I claim her hard
work on AddamsFest through the
DWC was evident, matched by
none, and that all of the acco-
lades, social capital, and con-
gratulations Dawn will receive
over these next few days is well
earned.  As Chairwoman of
AddamsFest, town council des-
ignee, and liaison between DWC
and Town of Westfield, people in
Westfield are already familiar with
Councilwoman Mackey’s leader-
ship for bringing AddamsFest to
Westfield on behalf of reputa-
tions and stakeholders commit-
ted to our downtown.

Reputations and stakeholders
will be especially interested in
Councilwoman Mackey’s leader-

ship after a recent social media
post from @westfieldtoday, the
Twitter account used and con-
trolled by the DWC, in response
to a tweet from @JonBramnick,
the twitter account used and con-
trolled by New Jersey Assembly-
man Jon Bramnick.  This DWC
tweet was aggressive, political,
and antagonizing.  Additionally,
this use of social media does not
reflect a “commitment to
strengthening the downtown
Special Improvement District as
the center of community life;
improving the District's economic
viability by supporting existing
businesses; encouraging the es-
tablishment of new enterprises;
…”

With all brands of our local
merchants, sponsors, and pub-
lic/private personalities at risk,
in addition to the brand of
Westfield NJ, people are disap-
pointed in the partisan attack
coming from the public/private
entity formed to strengthen the
community life of our town.  Fur-
ther, Westfield does not need Liz
Mullholland’s social media ex-
planation on behalf of the DWC,
“please be advised the authori-
ties have been notified about the
fake DWC post being shared,” to
determine the partisan individual
curating the DWC twitter account
made an error, and likely meant
to attack the Assemblyman from
behind her/his own twitter ava-
tar.  With this matter, Liz
Mullholland is irrelevant, and
people are now asking why she
responding on behalf of the DWC
at all.  Liz Mullholland is an un-
elected participant in the public
domain who has made her social
capital directing the attention of
Mayor Brindle’s 20/20 dragon.  I
am pretty sure the brands of our
local merchants, sponsors, and
public/private personalities don’t
want their own social capital as-
sociated with or feeding the 20/
20 dragon.  Liz Mullholland using
her own social media to respond
on behalf of the DWC is confusing

to many people.  People are also
interested in knowing who “the
authorities” are that

Liz Mullholland is referring to in
her post.  Is there are formal
investigation?

It all seems so silly in the ab-
sence of full transparency.  Know-
ing Councilwoman Mackey well
enough, you will need to believe
me that transparency will pre-
vail.  I am sure that Council-
woman Mackey will encourage
the person responsible for this
unfortunate error to identify
themselves, publicly apologize
to Assemblyman Bramnick from
their own twitter account, and
turn the DWC twitter account
over to someone that will better
care for the reputations and
stakeholders the DWC is com-
mitted to serving.  Lastly, most
people can be assured that Coun-
cilwoman Mackey will immedi-
ately redirect the attention and
focus of the DWC to solving the
issue of empty street level store-
fronts in the Westfield downtown
by helping Mayor Brindle’s ad-
ministration with implementing
the recommendations that were

made by the previous mayor’s
Downtown Task Force, and re-
recommended by the current
mayor’s consultants.

Filled with merchants (or not),
the characters of Addams Family
painted on the windows of street
level stores are as fun as any
local gallery or museum I have
been to in some time.  The ghosts
on our streetlights left me with a
spooky feeling that I might be
BOOed at any moment.  Objec-
tively, most stakeholders do not
want this mini-scandal to take
away from the terrific week
Westfield has had as the benefi-
ciary of AddamsFest.  The suc-
cess of this festival is a victory for
our town.  I do hope DWC can
bring this festival to Westfield NJ
for a very long time.  I also hope
that Dawn Mackey can stay in-
volved with this event beyond
her elected public service, as her
passion for and the results of this
event reflect Dawn’s hard work.
Congratulations and great job,
Dawn.  Boo!

Edward T. Stellingwerf
Westfield, NJ

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YOU RANG?…For dinner this Halloween, Sal and Darleen Caruana
get into the spirit of Halloween at their home on Dudley Avenue in
Westfield, where they set the table with a skeleton as the main
course and eye balls for the side dish. On the porch, they have
recreated the Addams Family by cartoonist Charles Addams.

HOT DOG!...Due to rain, the Pugsley’s Trick or Trunk was held in the
Westfield Armory Sunday. This child is thrilled to get his fill of candy.


