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Rich Bodmer for Westfield Town Council, Ward 2
I have been a long-time resi-

dent of Union County, grew up in
Cranford but now live a little
west. I have been a fan of the
great Town of Westfield for all
my life. The people, the down-
town area, the first class athletic
and scholastic programs, as well
as the overall beauty of the
townhave always been a beacon
of light and hope in Union County.
Today we seem to find ourselves
in a politically charged environ-
ment of attacks, lies, mis-trust
and mis-deeds, no matter your
political affiliation. I would like to
offer a CHARACTER reference for
Mr. Rich Bodmer who is running
for Westfield Town’s Council
inWard 2 this upcoming election.
I am offering this because not
only have I known Mr. Bodmer
for over 20 years, but he is a true
Patriot, serving in our nation’s
Navy, he is deeply concerned
how our veterans are being
treated, and he supports many
Veteran charities in New Jersey,
that help our local heroes. He
stands tall in the fight against

corruption, and his desire to re-
vitalize the downtown area.

I have taken notice of the many
store front vacancies in this most
wonderful town, and have asked
the question as to “WHY?” What
is happening with Westfield that
they can no longer attract, sup-
port and maintain small busi-
nesses? I have spoken to Mr.
Bodmer about this, and I truly
feel that with his hard work, dedi-
cation to excellence, and com-
mitment to the people of
Westfield, he will work hand in
hand with many of the anchor
tenants in the area to create a
thriving downtown area. Rich has
been a long time Westfield resi-
dent, and we often recall days
and nights spent at the Rialto,
the local movie theater currently
standing vacant.

Recently, when I reached out
to Mr. Bodmer for help with some
local veterans, he answered the
call. He draws on his Pro-Football
network, his NASCAR Team, and
many other local Patriots to pitch
in. With our VA and the help of

concerned citizens, we can win
the battle against PTSD, veteran
unemployment, suicide and we
can collectively combat the ef-
fects of mental health issues that
our vets face. I trust in the integ-
rity and leadership of Mr. Bodmer
to not only to continue to aid our
nations heroes, but also to act
and restore Downtown Westfield
to the glory of old and make it a
true revival story.

In short, whatever your politi-
cal party affiliation, I ask you to
look at the person and what they
will do for your community. I
stand behind Mr. Bodmer for his
values, his commitment to the
people of Westfield, his integ-
rity, and his ability to overcome
odds placed against him. He is a
fighter, and he’ll fight for us all.

God Bless America.

Robert Vicci
LTC (Ret) the CEO of VetREST,

a West Point Graduate, an Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom Veteran
and past NJ Army National Guard
Blackhawk Battalion Commander
(The Vandals)

Hartz Mtn. Sues Cranford
Over 750 Walnut Ruling

By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc., LLC, has legally
rejected the Cranford Planning
Board’s ruling to deny the rezon-
ing of 750 Walnut Avenue by
filing a lawsuit against the Town-
ship of Cranford, the Township
Committee and the Planning
Board, stated Mayor Patrick Giblin
at Tuesday’s township commit-
tee meeting. The lawsuit rejects
the planning board’s “validity to
deny the rezoning application for
750 Walnut,” stated Mayor Giblin.

“As a member of the planning
board and the township commit-
tee, I stand by the decisions of
both entities,” Mayor Giblin said.

The planning board had re-
jected the application to rezone
the commercial-and industrial-
zoned property to residential, and
the township committee upheld
the board’s decision. Hartz Moun-
tain had proposed an apartment
complex with 905-apartments on
a some 30-acre parcel of land at
750 Walnut Avenue.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the
mayor announced that PSE&G has
yet to determine a suitable route
for the electric system upgrade
power lines from 26 to 69 kV,
noting that a decision should be
rendered in several weeks. He
said PSE&G is in the final stages of
conducting a technical analysis to
determine the power lines route.

Cranford residents protested the
power lines running along Walnut
Avenue while opting for the lines
to run along the railroad tracks,
stated Mayor Giblin. The utility, he
said, is in discussion with Conrail
(which oversees the railroad
tracks), and analyzing the project’s
feasibility depending on Conrail’s
current and future operational
needs.Mayor Giblin said the up-
grades would replace a 50-year-
old electrical network.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
presented William Ilaria with the

evening’s “mayor announcement,”
recognizing Mr. Ilaria’s years of
service to the Cranford Municipal
Alliance. The Cranford Municipal
Alliance is a community organiza-
tion providing families with edu-
cational resources aimed at pre-
venting teenage substance abuse.

Mr. Ilaria has served as the Cran-
ford Municipal Alliance chairman
for more than 10 years, stated
Commissioner O’Connor. Under his
leadership, the Municipal Alliance
is one “of the most respected” in
Union County, she stated.

As Municipal Alliance chairman,
Mr. Illaria implemented the “21
means 21” initiative, with its signs
having become a “recognized
staple in the community,” Com-
missioner O’Connor said. Mr.
Ilaria’s community network in-
volved committee members,
business owners and numerous
other community leaders, stated
Commissioner O’Connor.

Mr. Ilaria has lived in Cranford
for more than 50 years, raising
two children on Sylvester Street.

Department of Public Works
(DPW) Superintendent Steve
Wardell has officially retired as per
a final resolution approval by the
township committee. Commis-
sioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. said
Mr. Wardell has been a “behind-
the-scenes person who keeps the
Township of Cranford running.”

“You name it, our Department
of Public Works does it. Under
Steve’s leadership, they have
done one heck of a job,” Com-
missioner Hannen said.

Commissioner Hannen said Mr.
Wardell’s presence in Cranford
will be “irreplaceable.” Mr.
Wardell started working in the
Cranford Engineering Depart-
ment before being promoted to
DPW superintendent.

Commissioner Ann Dooley said
Cranford’s DPW will remain
“strong” under new leadership.
However, she said Cranford might
not ever find a “better employee.”

Jennifer Glackin for The Westfield Leader
CANDIDATES FORUM...Candidates for the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion discuss topics at the October 23 forum. Topics included student
safety, full-day kindergarten, and athletic fields. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Incumbents Amy Root and Brendan Galligan, challeng-
ers Patrick Justin Fahey and Andrew Bauer, and moderator Lisa
Winkler. Incumbent Michael Bielen did not participate due to a
death in the family.

closing in on the end of our year-
long Master Plan Re-Examination
and Strategic Parks Plan after a
community input-driven process.
Please join us on December 2 at
the planning board meeting where
the final proposed plan will be
presented and adopted. In addi-
tion, the Parks Plan Steering Com-
mittee is meeting tomorrow with
final recommendations expected
by year-end as well. It’s a very
exciting time as we look to map
out the future of Westfield.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN
I know the forecast looks rainy,

but that won’t stop the kids from
trick-or-treating. All drivers and
pedestrians should exercise ex-
tra caution to ensure everyone’s
safety on this very busy night.

Thank you!
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