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Restore Westfield, Vote Republican
My wife and I retired to

Lavallette after living in Westfield
for 31 years....Our kids were
raised and educated there. We
enjoyed our time there under the
very successful reign of Bagger,
Bud Boothe, Ron Freigero, Allen
Chin, and Andy Skibitsky.

When I was recently in town
for a family visit, I attended a
town board meeting, felt ten-
sions and saw too many dis-
agreements that never existed
before 2018. In earlier days the
town had a balanced budget and

the surplus was never dipped
into; but from what I read in The
Leader, the New Town Fathers/
Mothers have learned from their
“Elizabeth partners” how to fool
the public when they brag about
a “balanced budget.” But what
will they do when the surplus is
gone ?

Please, I appeal to the old and
new voters “Vote Republican” and
restore the town to its real tradi-
tions.

Francis Quinn
Lavallette

Vote for the Current Cranford BOE
 I am writing to support the

current members of the Cranford
School Board (Patrick Lynch,
Brian McCarthy, and Nicole
Kessler) who are up for re-elec-
tion on November 5th. As a
Cranford parent and educator, I
consider our community lucky to
have a school board that is advo-
cating for creative and forward-
looking programs to continue
building Cranford’s strong edu-
cational programs and to ad-
dress some of the challenges we
face.

One such challenge is that we
do not offer full-day kindergar-
ten. The Common Core curricu-
lum is challenging to cover within

a half-day program. When my
youngest child was in half-day
kindergarten last year, he only
had art once every two weeks
and no recess because the
teacher had to meet Common
Core requirements in only a
couple of hours each day. I ap-
preciate our school board’s pro-
active approach to this issue,
even though my kids won’t per-
sonally benefit from it, because I
have seen what a struggle it is for
young children to enjoy school
while meeting rigorous Common
Core expectations. I also appre-
ciate that the board has consid-
ered residents’ concerns about
some of their proposed school

changes and is engaged in an
active discussion with stakehold-
ers about the best proposal to
put forward to voters.

Replacing these thoughtful,
creative, and engaged school
board members would be a ma-
jor loss to our students, teachers
and community. We need a board
that supports the great work that
is happening in our schools and is
also willing to consider improve-
ments to the status quo. I hope
Cranford will re-elect the current
members of the board so they
can continue their hard work for
the community.

Rachel Carey, Cranford

Support Nicole Sherrin Kessler For Cranford BOE
Over the past year, you have

likely heard about the many ideas
and proposals to reimagine our
Cranford schools. Whether you
were feeling concerned about the
prospect of change or excited about
new opportunities for our kids, you
recognized that our Cranford Board
of Education is progressively mov-
ing the district forward, with the
kind of innovative learning envi-
ronments and programs that our
kids need for future success. At the
forefront of these initiatives, chair-
ing the board’s Curriculum Com-
mittee, is Nicole Sherrin Kessler.

As a Cranford resident, mom of
two Cranford students, and New
Jersey public school principal, I
firmly believe that Nicole is the
perfect person to serve our board.
She is a career educator, who
knows first-hand about current
trends in teaching and learning,
how our kids are being evaluated,
and the skills they will need to be
prepared for success in college,

careers, and beyond. Nicole has
served as a teacher and vice-prin-
cipal, earning Teacher-of-the-Year
honors while working for Teach for
America. She was principal of Madi-
son Junior School, where her stu-
dents achieved 97th percentile for
growth in math and 71st percentile
for growth in language arts in a
very competitive peer group. As a
principal, Nicole advocated cutting
edge educational practices, and
now, as head of school for KIPP
New Jersey, she guides principals
and administrators towards higher
achievement in their schools.

During her time on the board,
Nicole has led the Curriculum
Committee, taking a critical look
at the resources that are driving
our kids’ classroom experiences.
As a proven successful school
leader, Nicole brings a unique
perspective and depth of knowl-
edge that is vital to our board
and to decisions impacting kids
in Cranford’s schools. Nicole’s

experience as a teacher and prin-
cipal helps her to truly connect
with our district’s teachers and
school leaders, as she works to
support their efforts to effec-
tively use data, modernize learn-
ing spaces, integrate cutting-
edge technology, and support
students with social emotional
and personalized learning. This
is the progressive, knowledge-
able, child-centered approach
that our district needs!

Overall, Nicole really knows
quality teaching and learning,
and she has dedicated her career
to creating educational environ-
ments that make learning fun,
meaningful, and impactful for
kids. It is crucial that we keep
Nicole on the Cranford Board of
Education, so she can continue
to offer her expertise for the
benefit of all of our kids.

I hope you will join me in sup-
porting Nicole Sherrin Kessler
once again, when you vote on
November 5th!

Christine McCoid
Cranford

My Garwood BOE Vote Is For Mrs. Kjetsaa

Letters to the Editor

Mary Ann Kjetsaa is running
for the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion and I would like to tell you
why she has my vote. While I
have known Mary Ann for many
years, I first came to know her as
a teacher who ran a program in
which my high school daughter
was involved. Her caring and
dedication for educating these
high schoolers was apparent.
Mary Ann’s experience as an edu-
cator included working with chil-
dren in various programs from
PreK through High School. Mary
Ann knows and cares about chil-
dren and can understand issues
through the eyes of an experi-
enced teacher.

Later in her career she became
a school administrator and served

in that capacity for many years.
As an experienced school admin-
istrator she is very qualified to
understand what it takes to run
an excellent and safe school for
our students, families, and com-
munity.

I have a grandson who is pres-
ently in kindergarten in Lincoln
School. I want the very best edu-
cation for him and all the children
in Garwood. That is why I am
voting Column 5 on November 5
for Mary Ann Kjetsaa who has the
experience, ability, and dedica-
tion to be an outstanding mem-
ber of the Board of Education.

Mary Beth Minson
Garwood

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
TOP GUN...Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, second from left, and Freeholder Sergio Granados,
leftt, joined Sheriff Pete Corvelli, right, in congratulating the
winners of the Sheriff's Office ninth annual pistol competition
at the sheriff’s range in Springfield. Sherriff’s Officer Richard
Brattole won first place,Sgt. Sean Dougherty of the Union
County Police Department took second place and Lt. Carlo
Caparruva of the Sheriff’s Office took third place
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