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Charles Addams Leaves
Indelible Mark on Westfield
BY SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for This Is Westfield

Buh-Da-Da-Dum-Snap-Snap.
Morticia, Gomez, Wednesday,
Pugsley, Uncle Fester, Lurch and the
rest of “The Addams Family” started
with a sketch and then a cartoon in
The New Yorker magazine by the late
former Westfield resident, Charles
Addams (1912–1988). Mr. Addams
was born in Westfield in 1912 and
raised in town on Elm Street by his
parents Grace Spears and Charles
Huy Addams.

For five-and-a-half decades, Mr.
Addams contrib-
uted 64 covers and
more than 1,300
cartoons to The
New Yorker maga-
zine, and signed
them Chas
Addams. “The
Addams Family”
would later evolve
and become the
focus of two live-
action half-hour
TV shows, two
animated TV
shows, three mov-
ies, a Broadway
musical in 2010, a
musical comedy
in the United
Kingdom, and no
fewer than 10
books of his draw-
ings. Nathan Lane and Bebe Neuwirth
played, respectively, Gomez and
Morticia on the Great White Way
version of “The Addams Family”.
Locally, Westfield High School stu-
dents have memorialized Mr. Addams
and his work with a mural on a wall of
his alma mater.

The seemingly “normal” middle
class Addams family that Mr. Addams
penned had two children, Pugsley
and Wednesday, who attended school.
All the issues that bother regular par-
ents plagued the “kooky” Addams
family as well, but with a macabre
shroud. Their family pet, Thing, in-
stead of a dog, cat, bird or other usual
animal, was a disembodied hand that
appeared out of a box to light cigars,
pour tea and even play chess. The
theme song for the television show
described them: “They’re creepy and
they’re kooky, Mysterious and
spooky, They’re all together ooky,
The Addams Family.”

The mansion in which this fiction-
alized family inhabited is thought to
have been inspired by a Victorian
home located at 411 Elm Street, which
Mr. Addams would walk by on his
way to high school.

Mr. Addams’ own home was steps
away at 522 Elm Street. Built in 1907,
the artist’s home is a historic land-
mark register in the Town of Westfield.
In the spring of 2017, Schoss Con-
struction completed a renovation to
the historic home of Charles Addams.
Ethan Schoss, owner of Schoss Con-
struction, grew up watching “The
Addams Family,” so when this op-
portunity arose, he was more than
excited to jump on it, he said in a
press release.

“‘The Addams Family’ was one of
those timeless classic shows full of

wit and humor that just made your
day,” Mr. Schoss stated in a press
release. “Having the opportunity to
be a part of this is one of the coolest
things I have gotten to do. I plan on
honoring the home’s unique history
while updating and revitalizing it.”

Mr. Schoss had restored the origi-
nal wood siding of the home, shored
up and restored the front porch, built
an addition at the rear and expanded
the basement, Mr. Schoss told This Is
Westfield.

Mr. Addams had lived in the home
from 1920 to 1947 creating his gothic

cartoons that
stirred up a pot
full of fantastical
stories by those
who viewed his
works.

According to a
2010 New York
Times interview
with Mr. Addams’
former New
Yorker colleague
Robert Mankoff,
he said, one of the
myths surround-
ing the famed car-
toonist was that
because “the fic-
tional world of his
cartoons was
regularly inhab-
ited by people and
creatures who re-

sembled sociopaths, he in some way
shared these characteristics. Part of
the ongoing myth was that he regu-
larly checked himself into a mental
hospital when the demons he created
became his own. This is definitely not
true…”

Lynn Davis, in her book “Charles
Addams: A Cartoonist’s Life,” states
the true Mr. Addams was instantly
reassuring. In Ms. Davis’ words, “He
was a well-dressed, courtly man with
silvery backcombed hair and a gentle
manner; he bore no resemblance to a
fiend. He stood six feet one inch tall,
with a head made for caricature: a big
round nose, large ears, squinty eyes,
and a thin-lipped mouth that never
showed his teeth, even when he
laughed — a source of endless fasci-
nation and second-guessing for chil-
dren.”

The TV series creator David Levy
said of Mr. Addams, “He was more
than just a cartoonist. He was a social
commentator and great wit.”

His wife Marilyn (“Tee”) must have
shared his comically dark sense of
humor. In 1988, when he died of a
heart attack at age 76 inside his parked
car on a New York City street outside
their apartment, she remarked to The
New York Times with a quip that could
have been a caption for one of his
cartoons: “He’s always been a car
buff, so it was a nice way to go.”

It’s been 30 years since, Mr.
Addams’ death, yet the myth of his
life remains alive, his Westfield roots
stand firmly on Elm Street, and his
“family” is ever pressed in ink for all
to consume.

(This article is reprinted from the
2018 edition of This Is Westfield in
the spirit of the town-wide
AddamsFest held this month.)

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IT’S A SCREAM...The Rialto, even while it remains closed to movie-goers, gets
into the Halloween spirit by adding a touch of Charles Addams style to its windows
and marquee. The marquee states it’s showing The Killer Moth and Stark Sheer
Terror—the same titles depicted in a sketch by Charles Addams (see at left).

Charles Addams depicts the Rialto

Second Annual DAR Student
Fashion Competition

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of the Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution (DAR), a member of
the national organization (NSDAR),
will be hosting a fashion competition
again this year. Last year, student
participants from the Urban Sewciety
sewing shop in Westfield won top
awards in the state for their entries.
The DAR invites all students, grades
5-12, to participate this year by enter-
ing garments, which they have cre-

ated. New this year, contestants can
enter items that they have knitted.
The Westfield Chapter will be award-
ing first-, second- and third-place
monetary awards. Winners from the
local competition will be submitted
for the N.J. state awards. The dead-
line for entries is January 15, 2020.

There will be two divisions: Junior,
having less than two years of sewing,
and Senior, having two or more years
of sewing. Two categories to enter
will be American history period wear
from the 1920s; or Fashion entries,
which can include separates, simple
ensembles, dresses, jackets/outerwear
or party/prom garments.

Judging will consider quality of
construction, creativity, difficulty and
selection of pattern and materials.

The Westfield Chapter of the DAR
encourages youth to be creative and
productive by learning to sew. Con-
tact the Fashion Competition chair,
Diana Kazazis, at
Diana.kazazis@gmail.com to facili-
tate the process of registration and
pick up of garment entry.
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

Judy
As Illustrated by Renée

3 popcorns

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Years ago, as I walked on Bleecker
Street in The Village, a fellow weekend
Hippie in a granny dress ran up to me and
excitedly exclaimed, “Chuck Berry is at
So and So’s apartment playing for dona-
tions.” I didn’t go, so I don’t know if it
was true. But I was gratified several years
later during the Oldies Revival when a
rediscovered Chuck Berry probably raked
in more cash and deserved accolades than
when first he queried, “Maybellene, why
can’t you be true?” Unfortunately, direc-
tor Rupert Goold’s Judy, a traditionally
constructed biopic about the great Judy
Garland, while detailing an attempted
career resurrection during a winter of ’68
concert tour in London, isn’t quite the
all’s well that ends well tale our hopeful
natures would have liked.

Instead, the beautifully filmed memoire
sings a more sad than sweet homage to Miss
Garland, smartly interlaced with flashbacks
that rationalize if not fully justify a fate
caused by the cruel perpetrations of the old
studio system. On the set of The Wizard of
Oz (1939), being a child star meant depriva-
tion of food so as not to be anything but
svelte, being demeaned lest you got a swelled
head, and receiving even less sympathy
from a slave-driving stage mom than one
got from the tyrannically egomaniacal L.B.
Mayer. While the action-reaction, mini-
thesis on the environmental causes of be-
havior leans a bit toward the pop psychol-
ogy side of motivational study, our chari-
table inclination is pleased.

Physically and emotionally embody-
ing the complex, showbiz wunderkind-
turned-major screen star and cabaret dy-
namo, Renée Zellweger etches an Acad-
emy Award-worthy portrayal that rises
above its albeit astonishing mimicry to
suggest the indulgence that only we un-
derstand Judy. But expect no run-of-the-
mill, down-in-the-mouth diatribe about
the unfairness of life for movie stars who
have burned the candle at both ends.
Indeed, there is a nod to the gene that
causes multiple unhappy marriages, a
flipping of the bird to crooked, money-
grubbing agents and producers, and a
reasonably credible essay on the diffi-
culty of parenting while trying to main-
tain one’s stardom. But it’s Miss
Zellweger’s personification of Judy when
she really feels something truly wonder-
ful awaits over the proverbial rainbow
that wins our hearts and, alas, perhaps our
insight and understanding.

And then there’s the singing. Though
it’s probably true, this isn’t to say that I’m
too lazy or not enough of an Inspector
Clouseau to have played some Judy Gar-
land albums after seeing the film in order
to compare the genuine wax to Zellweger’s
musical stylings. Rather, in this era when
we expect politicians to lie more than
usual, but won’t for a second brook a
dubbed singing scene, I’ve come to expect
actors to successfully do the melodious
voicings themselves. In fact, it’s accom-
plished so stunningly well here that in the
old days a trailer for the movie might have
rightfully boasted, “Renée is Judy!”

Zellweger’s extraordinary strumming
of the vocal cords is the ultimately comple-
menting aspect of her
characterization…the magical key it takes
to win our suspension of belief. Just as a
picture says a thousand words, when it’s

done right the emotive belting out of a
song opens a window into the soul of the
artist. And Miss Zellweger does it right.

Less extraordinary, but oh so neces-
sary to telling the rags-to-riches-to-con-
signment shop story, are the nuts and
bolts of Garland’s downward spiral and,
where the narrative opens, her attempted
return to grace in London. Expect most of
the usual but apparently true clichés as
we are put in the position of bemoaning
Judy’s fate. Essentially homeless, ad-
dicted to pills and alcohol and financially
unable to take care of her children, her
plight wreaks havoc on our sensibilities.
Thus, in that vicarious simpatico that
happens in the mystical dark of the Bijou,
we cringe with every setback and wax
ebullient with each little success as our
title character strives to salvage not just
her celebrity, but the dignity that is usurped
when popularity wanes.

There’s a great, telling little scene that
conjectures volumes about the inner work-
ings of the larger than life, showbiz phe-
nomenon. It involves two, charmingly
stage-struck gay guys who our star be-
friends after noticing their regular atten-
dance both in the theatre and outside the
stage door. We’d like to think the soul-
fully heartwarming, three-way tête-à-tête,
a touching testament to humanity’s better
instincts, is true. But Hollywoodization
or not, the interlude adds an important,
sociohistorical perspective to the period
in question. As the two middle-aged Brits
melancholily relate that the times are
better for them now, we can’t help but
think about the regressive, hateful intol-
erance greenlighted across America in
the last three shameful years. It is this
added perspicacity and dimension
throughout the chronicle that makes Judy
a little more than just another saga about
the fickle nature of fame.

Judy, rated PG-13, is a Roadside Attrac-
tions release directed by Rupert Goold and
stars Renée Zellweger, Finn Wittrock and
Rufus Sewell. Running time: 118 minutes.

Fall Concert by Westfield
Community Concert Band

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Concert band will present
its annual Fall Concert on Thursday,
November 14, at 7:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School (EIS), located at
800 Rahway Avenue. Thomas
Connors, conductor and music direc-
tor of the band, has prepared a pro-
gram which is highlighted by selec-
tions transcribed for wind band from
the Italian publishing firm, Scomegna.

The program will feature the band’s
premier performances of Historia
Ecclessiae Albae, by Italian composer,
Luciano Feliciani, and Danzon No. 2,
by Mexican composer, Arturo
Masquez. Historia, published in 2018,
celebrates the historic Italian village
of Ghisalba and was commissioned
by its local wind band. Danzon No. 2
is based upon Cuban dances that mi-
grated to Mexico, homeland of the
composer, Arturo Marquez.

The band will also perform a com-
position for brass sextet and band,
entitled Concerto for Brass Sextet and
Wind Orchestra, by renowned con-
temporary composer, Derek Bour-
geois, who composed many selections
for soloists and wind band. Concerto
features band members Glenn Parisi

on trumpet, Bruce McKinney on cor-
net, James Hurwitz on French horn,
Brett Porter on trombone, Joel Fleck
on euphonium and Marc Bernstein on
tuba. “We are very fortunate to have so
many talented musicians in the band,
allowing us the opportunity to per-
form selections such as Concerto,”
said Conductor Connors.

The program will also include
George Gershwin’s complete Porgy
and Bess Selections, arranged by
Robert Russell Bennett, the orches-
trator of the original production of
Porgy and Bess. The band’s final se-
lection will be Chorale and Alleluia,
by Howard Hanson, a founder of the
Eastman School of Music.

The band, completing its 107th
concert season, will also be present-
ing its annual Holiday Concert on
Thursday, December 12, at EIS.

Experienced area musicians may in-
quire about joining the band by con-
tacting Barry Rosenberg, band presi-
dent, at (732) 356-9400 or by email at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. in the
community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FALL FEELING...Mindowaskin Pond is framed in autumn colors as the fall
foliage turns and the Addams Family home, a replica of the one seen in the
animated show, is erected during the month of October. While Halloween is almost
over and the house will soon be removed until next year’s AddamsFest, the pond
is a place for residents to reflect and seek respite.

Joey G. to Play ’50s
Rock ‘N’ Roll at
Sunday Sounds

SCOTCH PLAINS — Join fel-
low community members for the
Scotch Plains Public Library’s
ever-popular Sunday Sounds se-
ries. On Sunday, November 3, at 2
p.m., Joey G. brings the audience
back in time to 1956, to Alan
Freed and the Birth of Rock n
Roll. Sunday Sounds is sponsored
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League.

No registration is required for
this program. For more informa-
tion, go to www.scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, ext. 204 or stop by the
reference desk. The Scotch Plains
Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue in the center of town.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being

accepted for
This Is Westfield.

Send all hi-res submissions
for consideration to
ae@goleader.com.

CDC Holding Auditions for The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee

CRANFORD – CDC Theatre is
holding auditions for The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee on Tues-
day, November 5 and Thursday, No-
vember 7 at 7 p.m. Callbacks, by invi-
tation only: Sunday, November 10, at
7 p.m. Those auditioning are asked to
prepare music that shows their talent.
Auditions are held at 78 Winans Av-
enue, Cranford. Learn more at
www.cdctheatre.org/auditions.html.

All characters are adults playing
high school students who can also
double as parents of high school stu-
dents, except for Rona Paretti and
Vice Principal Paunch (both should be
comfortable with improv/adlibbing).

Character Breakdown:
Chip Tolentino: Boy Scout, social,

condent previous winner of the Bee.
Doubles as Jesus.

Logainne Schwartz and grubeniere:
Politically aware, driven, speaks with
a lisp, hates to disappoint her parents.

Leaf Coneybear: Least likely con-

testant, surprised to be in contest.
Doubles as one of Loagianne’s gay
Dads.

William Barfee: Severe allergy suf-
ferer, smug, must move well.

Olive Ostrovsky: Shy but grows in
confidence during the show. Dictio-
nary parented her more than her real
parents.

Rona Lisa Peretti: Adult co-runner
and former winner of the Bee. Sweet
and stern alternating throughout con-
test. Doubles as Olive’s mother.

Douglas Panch: Vice-Principal and
co-host of the contest. Tightly wound
and recovering from un-named inci-
dent. Droll sense of humor.

Mitch Mahony: Adult comfort coun-
selor, tough talking ex-con with a heart,
doubles as one of Logainne’s gay dads.

Marcy Parks: Multi-talented. Char-
acter can twirl, dance, do martial arts,
speaks six languages, in essence can
do everything. Believes God wants
her to be perfect.

Met Orchestra to
Present Fall Concert
MORRISTOWN — The Metro-

politan Orchestra of NJ, now in its
48th season, will present a Fall Con-
cert featuring G. Rossini’s “Thieving
Magpie Overture”, S. Prokofiev’s
“Lieutenant Kije Suite (Opus 60),
and J. Brahms’ Symphony 3 in F
(Opus 90). Conducting the orchestra
is Michael Stratechuk. The concert
will take place on Sunday, November
24, at the Dolan Hall in the College of
St. Elizabeth, located at 2 Convent
Road, Morristown. There is a sug-
gested donation of $20. Visit
www.MetropolitanOrchestraNJ.org
or call (862) 571-5279 for more in-
formation.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Do It Now!
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