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ONE DOLLAR

Voters to Decide Council, School
Board, State Assembly Races
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — Area voters will go to the
polls Tuesday to decide governing
body races in Westfield, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood and Mountainside, as well as competitive school
board races in Westfield, Cranford
and Garwood.
In Westfield, two years after Democrats swept the mayoral and four council races, there are once again competitive races in all four wards. There
are currently four Democrats and four
Republicans on the council.
In the First Ward, Democrat James
Boyes and Republican Robert
Benacchio are running for the coun-

cil seat being vacated by Frank Arena,
a Republican. Democrat Mark
Parmelee and Republican Richard
Bodmer are running for the open Second Ward seat where Republican Jo
Ann Neylan is not seeking reelection.
In the Third Ward, two-term Republican Councilman Mark LoGrippo
faces a challenge from Democrat Jennifer Gilman. In the Fourth Ward,
first-term Republican Councilman
Doug Stokes is being challenged by
Democrat Scott Katz.
Voters in Westfield will also decide
a race between three school board
candidates for three board seats between incumbents Amy Root,
Brendan Galligan and Michael Bielen

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

SCARECROW STROLL...The 12th annual Dowtown Cranford Scarecrow Stroll
took place from October 16 to 31 in the downtown area.

Westfield BOE Candidates
Face Off at Forum
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Discussions on
students’ physical and emotional wellbeing were the central focus of the
board of education candidates forum
sponsored by the Parent Teacher
Council (PTC) last Wednesday. Five
candidates, including three incumbents, are seeking three full threeterms while two more incumbents are
unopposed for two unexpired seats
on the board.
Running for the three-year full-term
seats are incumbents Brendan
Galligan, Amy Root, Michael Bielen
(who was not present at the forum due
to a death in his family) and newcomers Andrew Bauer and Patrick Justin
Fahey.
Two other candidates, incumbents
Robert Garrison and Brian Morrissey
are running unopposed for two- and
one-year vacancies, respectively.
Safety topics during the forum included block scheduling, social and
emotional learning (SEL), additional
student resource officers (SROs), and
digital safety as well as full-day kindergarten.

All candidates for the three-year
board seats agreed that block scheduling is a worthy option to research.
Mr. Galligan said block scheduling is
a “fantastic idea;” however, he said
there are logistical constraints that
need creative solutions for such a
large high school as Westfield High
School. Ms. Root agreed, noting
“there are a lot of moving parts,” but
said it should be explored further. She
also suggested alternative scheduling, such as starting school later to
provide students extra time to sleep
which “has been proven to be helpful
at that age.”
Mr. Bauer said block scheduling is
worth looking into for the “broader
context of taking pressure off of students.” Mr. Bauer also suggested “enrichment mornings,” where students
get extra time to dive into their work
or take extra classes, while teachers
can work with students or continue
professional development.
Further discussing the school
board’s role in helping students relieve stress and anxiety, Mr. Fahey
suggested bringing in yoga or mediCONTINUED ON PAGE 10

HAPPY HAUNTINGS...This home at 1005 Boulevard in Westfield is all decked
out for Halloween.

and newcomers Andrew Bauer and
Patrick Justin Fahey. There are also
two unexpired seats up this year. Incumbents Robert Garrison and Brian
Morrissey are unopposed for the twoyear and one-year terms, respectively.
In Cranford, Republican incumbent
Mary O’Connor and her running mate
Philip Siliato will face Democrats
Brian Andrews and Kathleen Miller
Prunty in the race for two seats on the
township committee. Ann Dooley, a
Democrat, is not seeking reelection.
Democrats currently have a 4-to-1
majority.
In addition to the municipal race,
six candidates are running for three
open seats on the Cranford Board of
Education. Running for the seats are
incumbents Brian McCarthy, Nicole
Sherrin Kessler and Patrick Lynch
and newcomers Brian Lopez, Brett
Dreyer and Veronica Doyle.
In Garwood, Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock and Councilman
Marc Lazarow, both Democrats, seek
reelection over Republicans Victor
Stevens and Joseph Nicastro III.
Democrats hold a 4-to-2 council majority. In addition, incumbent Democrat Russell Graham and Republican
challenger William Bellomo are running for an unexpired council seat.
There is a six-candidate race for
the Garwood school board where incumbents Tina Simitz, Salvatore
Piarulli and Susan Groning are seeking reelection along with former board
member Mary Ann Kjetsaa and newcomers Timothy Ryan and Adrienne
Barnes.
Mountainside residents will decide
mayor’s race between a two-term
elected Republican incumbent Paul
Mirabelli, who has served as mayor
since replacing the late six-term GOP
Mayor Robert Viglianti in 2009, and
Independent Charles Coady Brown.
There is also a race for two seats on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader

HALLOWEEN HOCUS POCUS...The Miller-Cory House Museum in Westfield holds its annual Halloween Hocus Pocus
event this past Saturday. The program is designed to provide safe entertainment for young children ages 3 through
elementary school. Miller-Cory guides greet the young, costumed visitors at the door of the historical colonial farmhouse.
Activities include a scavenger hunt, cupcake decorating, crafts, tattoos and storytelling.

Vandalism And HIB Are Focus
Of Westfield Bd. of Ed. Meeting
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — A parent left
Tuesday’s board of education meeting in tears after discussing incidents
of “hate speech” graffiti at Westfield
High School (WHS), referencing a
vandalism incident last week involving a swastika.
“The N-word is all over the boys’
bathroom,” she continued. This parent claimed she had pictures of the
vandalism at home. “What is going to
be done?” she asked. “I don’t think

Cranford Candidates
Debate Taxes, Development
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Two seats are open
for the township committee on this
November’s election ballot. Dawn
Clarke of the New Jersey League of
Women Voters moderated the debate
Thursday when Republicans Phillip
Siliato and Mary O’Connor, who is looking to retain her seat, and Democrats
Kathleen Miller Prunty and Brian
Andrews answered questions culled from
the audience. Currently the township
committee has a super majority, with
four Democrats and one Republican.
Questions about taxes, flood mitigation efforts, tax breaks for developers,
development, traffic and safety, among
other topics, were asked.
To alleviate the tax burden on residents, Mr. Andrews said he would seek
added shared services and paving of
roads, which he said it “makes sense to
keep up with maintenance now on these
roads so we are not rebuilding them five
years later at a much greater cost.”
Mr. Siliato said the township should
“get our fair share back from the
county.” Also, with the Union County
College, with the campus situated in
the township, he said the college
“doesn’t pay taxes and we provide a
lot of services with Fire, the Police
and EMS.” He also said he would
look at the budgets of each department and ensure the township is “investing its money in the right way.”
Ms. Miller Prunty said she would
“look at how we can do things in a
more efficient way.” She also said
that the township should ensure it is
getting assistance from the county
with township programs.
Ms. O’Connor said spending should
be kept “as low as possible,” noting her
work on the finance committee. Also,
the township could save by more shared
services with other municipalities.Also,
she said, “Our Cranford Police and Fire

respond to the county college and
parks—we need to construct better
agreements for those services.”
With the recent announcement that
the Army Corps of Engineers is pulling
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 3, 2 a.m.

that something being said in a morning announcement is sufficient for the
students.”
Board member Tara Oporto asked
Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
Ed.D. if this incident qualified as a
Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) incident. Ms. Dolan responded that it depends because “the
specifics absolutely matter” for HIB
classification.
Board member Brendan Galligan
added that there also must be a known
culprit to take official HIB action.
Earlier in the meeting, Superintendent Dolan reported on the district’s
HIB incidents from January 1, 2019,
to June 30, 2019. Other incidents that
do not fall under the state’s specifications of HIB, such as vaping, also
were reported.
According to Superintendent
Dolan’s presentation, last year there
were eight incidents including vio-

lence, vandalism, substances, weapons or confirmed HIB cases, and 14
“other incidents leading to removal”
at WHS during that time. Also, according to her report, WHS met or
exceeded requirements on the “8 Core
Elements” of HIB response: HIB programs, training on BOE policy, other
staff instruction, curriculum and instruction on HIB, HIB personnel,
school-level reporting procedure, investigation procedure, and HIB reporting.
Superintendent Dolan also said that
the district is working with the AntiDefamation League’s (ADL) No
Place for Hate® program. According
to the ADL’s website, “ADL’s No
Place for Hate initiative is a school
climate improvement framework that
provides PreK-12 schools with an
organizing framework for combating
bias, bullying and hatred, leading to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Index
Endorsement Letters -- Pages C-1,
C-2, C-3, C-6.
Letters -- “Withdrawing Troops
From Syria” by Stephen Schoeman,
Westfield, C-4; “Congratulations and
Great Job, Dawn Mackey” by Edward T. Stellingwerf, Westfield, C-5.
Sports -- Blue Devil Rally Ties Cou-

gars for Share of UCT Soccer Title.
Raider Gridders Win Fourth; Nip
Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20.
Blue Devils Sideline P-Burg With
20-14 Overtime Victory.
Gov’t -- Cranford Township Committee meeting, Hartz Mountain Files
Lawsuit.

Publisher’s Note
This special election edition is
mailed to every home in Westfield,
along with our regular subscribers
in Scotch Plains, Fanwood and
Mountainside plus others within
the U.S. Please vote.
For those of you who are not
subscribers, this is an appeal for
you to do so now. Call (908) 2324407 or subscribe online at
www.goleader.com.
Throughout the year, we publish
appreciable content of local
government, schools, sports and
community events. We mail to
homes weekly from your Post
Office. We are family owned and
are your neighbors. Please join us.
Horace Corbin, Publisher
The Westfield Leader
and The Times
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BEAUTY OF MINDOWASKIN PARK...Mindowaskin Pond, taken from the
1918 footbridge, is shown here looking towards Broad Street on October 22.
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Assembly to make full-day kindergarten mandatory and due to “construction costs going up,” it would be
cheaper to act now rather than “when
we are mandated to do it.” Mr.
Galligan said he “is on the fence”
personally about full-day kindergarten, but he “strongly supports the
board’s upcoming vote to put the referendum to the voters.”
Ms. Root said she supported sending the question to the voters. According to Ms. Root, the biggest reason
Westfield has not been able to implement full-day kindergarten is because
of lack of space. The town;s school
buildings are “at capacity.” She said
other districts have been able to implement full-day kindergarten because of
declining enrollment, and therefore
have the space available.
As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, the board passed a
resolution for a bond referendum vote
in March on the proposed $12-million expansion. Another vote would
be necessary closer to the proposed
opening of full-day kindergarten in
fall of 2022 to approve the higher
operating budget, approximately $4
million per year for staff, support
staff, and other costs. “This is a complex issue,” according to Mr. Galligan.
Mr. Bauer agreed that big changes
to the district, like full-day kindergarten, should be brought to the voters,
but did not support the board’s passing of the March referendum due to
the two separate votes and the possible two-year span between them.
“We could, as a community,” he said,
“agree to pay $13 million” then end
up with empty classrooms if the operating budget does not pass. In regards
to the two separate votes, Mr. Bauer
said he understands “that their (the
board) hands were tied…with the way
the state has set things up,” but that he
would not have voted to proceed with
the initial referendum because of the
current structure.
The question posed to the candidates about full-day kindergarten also
asked their plan for getting money
from the state. Ms. Root said she is
“almost 100 percent sure” that “the
state won’t pay for it.” Westfield is
considered an affluent district, she
continued, and is expected by the state
to handle its own improvements. Mr.
Galligan agreed saying, “the state will
not offer us funds” because it “is out of
funds to facilitate construction.”
Election Day is this Tuesday, November 5. Polls are open from 6 a.m.
until 8 p.m.

Westfield Bd. of Ed.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

long-term solutions for creating and
maintaining a positive and equitable
climate.”
Superintendent Dolan said that she
had previously attempted to work with
the program, and that the district was
approved by the ADL to begin the
program last month.
Parents voiced concern over the response to such incidents. One parent
stated that after a previous incident at
Edison Intermediate School, administrators held assemblies telling students
that this type of behavior would not be
tolerated. Superintendent Dolan said
that “whenever we (the board, administrators, teachers, etc.) are made
aware” of such incidents, they are taken
care of immediately.
Mr. Galligan added that consequences for vandalism will follow the
district’s code of conduct and can
range from a Saturday detention to a
10-day out-of-school suspension.
Superintendent Dolan added that
when situations warrant the intervention of the police department, perpetrators are given consequences both
in school and by the law. Ms. Oporto

asked what could be done immediately to clean up the “N-word” bathroom graffiti reported during the
meeting. Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan said an email had been
sent to the appropriate persons.
Superintendent Dolan said the
school district will continue to promote the message that “students
should respect themselves, others, and
also their school community.” She
also said this “work is ongoing and
it’s important.”
In other ongoing work by the board,
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Office of School Preparedness and Emergency Planning
will present “School Safety and Security for Parents” on Wednesday,
November 20, from 7 to 9 p.m., in the
Edison Intermediate School auditorium. Some topics to be discussed are
situational awareness, school safety
drills, recommended visitor proceedings, and communication during a
crisis.
The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, November 12, at 7:30 p.m.,
at 302 Elm Street.

Learn more at
Westfield
Together
.com
Paid for by Westfield Democratic Committee, 772 Prospect street, westfield, nj 07090

Green Initiatives Approved
By Westfield Town Council

BOE Cands. Forum
tative practices. Ms. Root applauded
programs the schools and parentteacher organizations are already using to help combat student stress,
such as having therapy dogs during
exams. Mr. Galligan recently passed
along a packet of information with
“81 things school districts can do” to
relieve stress to Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., and
she and the board are discussing what
can be implemented. Mr. Bauer said
the school board also must evaluate
the efficacy of programs to track if
they are effective at helping students.
The candidates split on the addition of SROs at the elementary
schools. Mr. Fahey and Mr. Bauer
supported adding more SROs, while
Mr. Galligan and Ms. Root did not.
Ms. Root and Mr. Galligan clarified
that SROs are not guards, they serve
more as a counselor and help enhance
student relations with the law. According to Mr. Galligan, the district
pays approximately $50,000 per SRO.
Mr. Fahey suggested using the
board’s surplus funds to help offset
the cost, which he estimated to be
$300,000. Ms. Root rebutted this suggestion, saying surplus funds are limited in their use and legally cannot be
used to fund a recurring cost, such as
salaries. Mr. Bauer said that SROs
are only one part of a much broader
conversation about school safety.
The broader conversation also includes cyber-space. Mr. Bauer discussed the impact of 24-hour bullying on social media and the effects it
can have on the social and emotional
well being on students. Adding to
that, Mr. Galligan said digital safety
is also about teaching students about
posting pictures and comments that
can have an impact on them in the
future. Mr. Fahey agreed that teaching students how to use technology
appropriately and Ms. Root said its
about teaching students to think about
how they say things online.
Incumbent Michael Bielen did not
attend the forum, due to a death of his
mother. According to Mr. Bielen’s
opening statement, as read aloud by
moderator Lisa Winkler, his goal is
“to help ensure that all Westfield students have the resources, instruction
and the safe physical environment
necessary to excel academically, athletically, and emotionally in this rapidly changing world.”
The candidates were also asked
questions about offering full-day kindergarten. Mr. Fahey said there have
been bills in both the state Senate and

A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Green initiatives are
underway in the town. At Tuesday’s town
council meeting the governing body approved an ordinance requiring electric
vehicle charging stations in new developments, the town conservation center will
offer a food waste recycling bin that will
in turn be made into bio fuel and the town
has made an agreement with Ciel Power
LLC to provide an energy auditing service to homeowners at a reduced cost.
The council adopted an ordinance that
beginning January 2020 that new multifamily and non-residential development
will be required to provide charging stations at a rate of 3 percent of the total
number of parking spaces in the development. The ordinance creates a new code
in the land use ordinance called Electric
Vehicle Infrastructure Code.
Waste Management and the Town of
Westfield have entered into a one-year
pilot program where Waste Management
will provide the conservation center bins
for collecting food waste and pickup the
waste weekly on Fridays, at a cost to the
town of $100 per month, Town Administrator Jim Gildea said. There is no cost to
the residents for this service, and there is
no conservation center permit required.
The food waste includes produce, meat
including bones and shells, dairy and
bakery and dry goods, among others,
which can be collected in a plastic bag in
the resident’s home and then dropped off
at the center. Waste Management processes the waste in its facility in Elizabeth
and turns it into a bio-fuel that Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority will use to
power its plant.
Scott Fischer of Ciel Power gave a
presentation to the town that went over
the service it can provide to residents.
The program provides incentives to
homeowners to make energy efficient
options in their home. Those interested
can sign up for an energy audit of their
home and can find details on the government website. If the homeowner chooses
to make the selected energy saving upgrades by the auditor then Ciel will handle
the filing of rebates. Ciel can also do the
upgrades but there is no obligation by the
homeowner to choose Ciel. The cost per
resident for the audit is $49 and can be
credited to the cost of upgrades if homeowner moves forward with Ciel doing the
upgrades, Mr. Fischer said.
Also, the council is to submit a grant
application to the Sustainable Jersey program to fund low-E storm windows at the
municipal building.
Other green initiatives the town is considering is considering a power purchasing agreement with solar power on municipal property such as the Westfield
Memorial Pool, Councilman Doug Contract said at the workshop session held
prior to the official meeting. He also said
to keep the storm sewers from clogging,
that the town is beginning January 2020
going to request that residents bag leaves
instead of raking them into the street. At
the conservation center, “We’ve collected
over 1,000 pounds of plastic bags and
earned a second free bench from Trex,”
Mr. Contract announced.
An ordinance was adopted to increase
penalties for violating municipal ordinances. Those who violate can be punished by one or more of the following: a
fine not exceeding $2,000, or by imprisonment in the county jail for a period not
exceeding 90 days, or to a period of
community service not exceeding 90 days,
the ordinance states.
An ordinance was adopted that outlays
procedures for those installing pre-manufactured modular homes. The ordinance
states that in recent years the increased
frequency of modular homes construction in the town has led to certain negative impacts to property owners adjoining the sites where modular homes are
built.
Also, in compliance with the town’s
obligations to fulfill its affordable-housing settlement agreement, the town passed
an ordinance that it will hold an annual
meeting with nonprofits to share ideas
and make proposals for affordable-housing units. The town is to encourage nonprofit affordable-housing organizations
to provide 20 units by end of 2025.
A new fire pumper truck was authorized to be purchased at a cost of $599,900.
A firewood super splitter for the conser-

Tombstone Epitaph
“A Business That Didn’t Advertise”

Take the fear out of being close to your customers
sales@goleader.com
908-232-4407
The Westfield Leader

vation to be able to split large trees up to
seven feet in diameter was approved to be
purchased at a cost of $97,956. The town
had advertised bid requests twice and had
not received any response, so the town
negotiated with Cord King of Canada,
Ltd., according to the resolution.
Battalion Chief Richard Jurgens was
appointed as fire official for the town for
a one-year term. Police Captain Frank
Padovano and Fire Chief Anthony Tiller
were appointed as deputy emergency
management coordinators for the town,
with the appointment expiring October
31, 2022.
The town also renewed its membership with the Joint Insurance Fund.
The town’s fall leaf pickup program is
to begin next week, Mr. Gildea said and
residents were urged to download the
Westfield Connect app that will tell of
leaf collection notices, which can also be
found on the government website and
social media pages. He urged residents to
keep leaf piles six inches away from the
curb so stormwater can flow to the sewer,
and to not add mums, branches and pumpkins to the leaf pile, otherwise the town
cannot recycle the leaves.
During the public comment portion of
the meeting, Joseph Wilson of Downer
Street asked the council if they have
considered his earlier request to change
the town code regarding the enforcement
of nuisance fires. Mr. Gildea said the
council’s Code Review and Town Property Committee does have the item on its
agenda to discuss.
Mr. Wilson went on to say his neighbor Doug Stokes, also a town councilman, builds fires outside in his yard,
which then blows smoke into Mr.
Wilson’s house, Mr. Wilson said. Mr.
Wilson is currently in a legal proceeding
in Union Township Municipal Court
about the matter, of which Mayor Shelley
Brindle replied that the matter is out of
jurisdiction of the town council. Councilman Stokes replied that Mr. Wilson can
address his concerns with Mr. Stokes’
attorney.

See More News
at goleader.com
Westfield Fire
Prevention Bureau
reminds all to change
smoke detector
batteries when
changing the clocks
for Daylight Savings
Time.

LEADER IN UTAH...Richard and Jeanette Pelikan enjoy the latest issue of The
Westfield Leader while visiting Monument Valley in Utah.

Cranford Twn. Committee
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

out of the plan to make changes to
reduce flooding along the Rahway
River, the candidates were asked how
they would address flood mitigation
projects.
All four candidates had stated that
there needs to be support from the
federal and state government, as well as
the local communities that lie along the
Rahway River.
With the township seeing new developments going up over recent years, the
candidates were asked their opinion on
offering developers a Payment in Lieu
of Taxes (PILOT) program and if the
schools should get a cut of the PILOT
since the program does not set aside for
schools.
Ms. Miller Prunty said, “At this point,
Cranford has become quite a desirable
community, I don’t see the need for a
PILOT going forward.”
Ms. O’Connor said, “I don’t rule
them out entirely, I think sometimes
they do have a place and it depends on
the circumstances.” She said the 225unit apartment complex going up at
Birchwood Avenue, that the township
committee had the “goal to reduce density” when it decided to buy the property and “a part of that deal to get a
developer to buy into that project a
PILOT was considered,” she said.
Mr. Andrews said, “I certainly want
to see the school system get funded to
the extent it should be…I want to make
sure they get an equitable piece of any
development.” He felt that PILOTs
should be viewed on a “case by case
approach.”
“I’m in agreement with Mr.Andrews.
A PILOT program should be looked at
case by case…we may need that extra
incentive to bring a project forward,”
Mr. Siliato said.

General Election Summary
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the borough council between GOP
incumbent René Dierkes and running
mate Donna Pacifico and Democrat
Carlos Gomez. Veteran Republican
Councilman Glenn Mortimer is not
seeking reelection. Mr. Gomez previously ran for council in 2017.
Mountainside Board of Education
candidates Carmine Venes and James
Ruban, Jr. are seeking reelection. No
one filed for the third open board seat.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
Democrat, is unopposed in her quest
for a fifth term. Borough Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell, a Democrat who
first elected in 1998, and Democrat
Francine Glaser, who replaced Kevin
Boris on the ballot, are running for the
two council seats. Ms. Glaser was previously an elected committeewoman in
Edison. Running for the Republicans
are Brian Walter and Jay Morris. Twoterm Councilman Tom Kranz, a Democrat, is not seeking reelection.
Democratic Councilman Jeffrey
Banks is running unopposed for a oneyear unexpired term on council.
There is no Scotch Plains municipal
election this year. Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education incumbents
Stephanie Suriani and Nancy NorrisBauer of Scotch Plains and Amy
Winkler of Fanwood are running unopposed for reelection to their board seats.
Scott Brelinsky of Fanwood dropped
out of the race a few weeks ago but his
name appears on ballots as they had
already been printed.
At the state level, in the 21st Legislative District, Republican Incumbent
Assembly members Jon Bramnick of
Westfield, a private practice attorney in
Scotch Plains, and Nancy Munoz of
Summit, a registered nurse, are seeking
reelection. Mr. Bramnick, who serves
as Republican minority leader in the
Assembly, served two terms as a city
councilman in Plainfield from 1984 to
1991. They are opposed by Democrats
Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield, a former
New York white-collar criminal defense attorney, and Stacey Gunderman
of New Providence, an activist and

community organizer and former financial professional.
Also running are Independents Martin Marks of Cranford, a dental surgeon
and former Scotch Plains mayor, and
Harris Pappas of Springfield, an independent insurance broker who served
on the Springfield Township Committee in the early 1990s. The 21st Legislative District includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield.
In the 22nd Legislative District, Assemblyman James Kennedy of Rahway
and Linda Carter of Plainfield, both
Democrats, are being challenged by
former Garwood mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, a Republican.
Mr. Kennedy previously served 20 years
as Rahway mayor and Ms. Carter has
served as a Union County freeholder
and Plainfield councilwoman. She is a
business education teacher at Passaic
High School. Mr. Kennedy is president
of a family-owned jewelry store and
operates a consulting firm, while Ms.
Quattrocchi, who ran for county freeholder six times, is a retired executive
search consultant.
At the Union County level, incumbent Democratic Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, Sergio Granados
of Elizabeth, and Rebecca Williams of
Plainfield are being challenged by Republicans Peter Kane of Summit and
Glenn Gelband of Mountainside.
Democrats have held all nine seats on
the board since 1998.
Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte of Union, a Democrat who has
been surrogate for 20 years, is being
opposed by Republican Peter Lijoi of
Summit.
There is one question on the ballot this
year. The constitutional amendment, if
approved by voters, would allow eligible veterans “who live in continuing
care retirement communities to receive
the value of the $250 property tax deduction currently granted to veterans who
reside in a private residence.”
Election Polls on Tuesday, Tuesday,
November 5 will be open from 6 a.m. to
8 p.m.

Next, the candidates were asked if
they support developing the downtown
parking lot with the gazebo, called Lot
1 located at North and Springfield Avenues next to the firehouse and across
the street from the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, with a mixed-use
building, as was proposed by the Downtown Management Corporation.
Ms. O’Connor said, “We need to
look at the downtown holistically… I
don’t want to see an overdeveloped
downtown.” She said a rehabilitation
status with low-interest loans is an option for development downtown. “I do
not want to see four- and five-story
buildings throughout our downtown,
she said. “It makes sense to have a
higher density but at the same time it
doesn’t have to be Hoboken or
Montclair, it still has to be Cranford.”
Mr.Andrews said, “I am against highdensity housing moving into residential neighborhoods.” With development
downtown he said it could be looked at
it “in a case by case basis.” He said
“River and Rail has been a great addition to town.” Developments have to
“fit in with the buildings we have and
the walkable approach but not overwhelm traffic downtown,” he added.
Mr. Siliato said, “We do need to look
at the overall big picture. There are
plenty of other places in our downtown
to take advantage of and put the proper
development,” mentioning the abandoned Swan Cleaners and the vacant
MDTV building that the township owns.
Ms. Miller Prunty said, “I helped to
write a proposal to the township committee that identified four key locations
in the downtown…one cited in that
proposal was Lot 1,” she said. She said
by developing that lot, which she noted
is owned by the township, that it “afforded the opportunity to continue the
retail streetscape all the way up. Once
you have an interruption with a parking
lot, it ruins things. So, I think it is worth
discussing,” she said.
Mr. Andrews said in a rebuttal that he
feels the downtown needs more recreation spaces. “I’d like to see more public spaces that draw out the community,” Mr. Andrews said.
With more development comes additional vehicular traffic and in turn
pedestrian safety measures need to be
addressed. They were asked how they
would address safety and traffic measures.
Mr. Andrews and Ms. Miller Prunty
both said there needs to be a regional
approach to the roads and public transportation, considering the development
happening up and down the Rahway
Valley Line corridor.
Mr. Siliato said the municipality needs
to keep up with its infrastructure and
roadways, work with the engineer to
update it, and “lean on the county” to
address their roads and signage/road
markings in the community.
Ms. O’Connor said, “public transportation is a key part of this” to get cars
off the road. When the zoning and
planning boards hear applications, she
said traffic needs to be addressed. Also,
she said that the township needs to
work with police on traffic-calming
measures.
Mr. Siliato added the “Police Department does an excellent job here in
town in regards to safety.”
Mr. Siliato, Ms. O’Connor and Mr.
Andrews all cited that better education
of the rules of the road and enforcement
needs to be stepped up.
Mr. Andrews said more lighted pedestrian signs throughout town would
be an improvement, as well as “to find
a way to make it safer at Dreyer’s Farm”
because people are crossing the road
there without a crosswalk. Ms. Miller
Prunty said the DMC, when she was
director, had a “walk audit” that was
done to make intersections more
walkable. “It is a serious issue,” she
said.
To see the full debate, watch it on TV35 online, cranfordtv35.viebit.com, or
on the channel’s Facebook page. Elec-
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ONE DOLLAR

Voters to Decide Council, School
Board, State Assembly Races
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Area voters will go to the
polls Tuesday to decide governing
body races in Westfield, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood and Mountainside, as well as competitive school
board races in Westfield, Cranford
and Garwood.
In Westfield, two years after Democrats swept the mayoral and four council races, there are once again competitive races in all four wards. There
are currently four Democrats and four
Republicans on the council.
In the First Ward, Democrat James
Boyes and Republican Robert

Benacchio are running for the council seat being vacated by Frank Arena,
a Republican. Democrat Mark
Parmelee and Republican Richard
Bodmer are running for the open Second Ward seat where Republican Jo
Ann Neylan is not seeking reelection.
In the Third Ward, two-term Republican Councilman Mark LoGrippo
faces a challenge from Democrat Jennifer Gilman. In the Fourth Ward,
first-term Republican Councilman
Doug Stokes is being challenged by
Democrat Scott Katz.
Voters in Westfield will also decide
a race between three school board
candidates for three boards seats be-

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

A HOWLING GOOD TIME FOR ALL!...The Township of Scotch Plains hosted its
annual Trunk or Treat event on Saturday in the downtown district on Park Avenue.
Hundreds of kids attended the festivities, which also included a special Howl-OWeen Dog Costume Contest. Pictured, from left to right, are: Alyssa Shugayev with
her hotdog, Nala; Emma Donnelly with Mishka, and Jessica Eggert.

Effort Underway to Boost
Afford.-Housing Petition
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The affordable housing advisory committee is
focusing its efforts on a petition urging the governor and state lawmakers
to enact four bills that could ease
affordable-housing obligations on
towns around the state.
At its monthly meeting last Wednesday, committee members and residents talked about ways to better publicize the petition, which has gather
close to 400 signatures locally. Mayor
Alexander Smith said it was important to move decisions regarding affordable housing “out of the courts
and back to elected officials.” He
lamented the “mindless development”
imposed on municipalities by courts
that fail to take into account the impacts on high-density housing on traffic, infrastructure, etc.
Deputy Mayor Josh Losardo said
he hoped the petition would “wake
up” state lawmakers to take action,
but admitted that it’s “not on legislative leaders’ radar now. I don’t know
why there’s a lack of interest.” Mayor
Smith said the message to legislators

should be: “If you’re not going to do
anything, we’re not going to vote for
you.”
Several residents spoke at the
committee’s October 23 meeting to
offer suggestions on gaining more
signatures for the petition, including
going door-to-door in neighborhoods,
educating residents and asking for
their support. Mayor Smith noted that
an online version of the petition is on
the township website, but he urged
residents to talk to their neighbors as
well. Deanna Dell Bene, a committee
member, urged residents to ask campaigning politicians for their views
about the issue.
The four bills the committee, and
its petition, are promoting include A4471, which would end the Council
on Affordable Housing (COAH) and
establish a legislative subcommittee
on affordable-housing needs to evaluate and determine present and prospective needs for affordable housing at the state and regional levels.
The second bill, A-1648, would establish additional factors — such as
impacts on infrastructure, local
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HALLOWEEN FUN...Children and adults attend Scotch Plains annual Trunk or
Treatevent on Saturday in the downtown district on Park Avenue. Trunk or Treat is
fun for all ages from kids to adults. Hundreds of kids attended the event which featured
two dozen decorated cars stocked with candy, games and trinkets

tween incumbents Amy Root,
Brendan Galligan and Michael Bielen
and newcomers Andrew Bauer and
Patrick Justin Fahey. There are also
two unexpired seats up this year. Incumbents Robert Garrison and Brian
Morrissey are unopposed for the twoyear and one-year terms, respectively.
In Cranford, Republican incumbent
Mary O’Connor and her running mate
Philip Siliato will face Democrats
Brian Andrews and Kathleen Miller
Prunty in the race for two seats on the
township committee. Ann Dooley, a
Democrat, is not seeking reelection.
Democrats currently have a 4-to-1
majority.
In addition to the municipal race,
six candidates are running for three
open seats on the Cranford Board of
Education. Running for the seats are
incumbents Brian McCarthy, Nicole
Sherrin Kessler and Patrick Lynch
and newcomers Brian Lopez, Brett
Dreyer and Veronica Doyle.
In Garwood, Councilwoman Jennifer Blumenstock and Councilman
Marc Lazarow, both Democrats, seek
reelection over Republicans Victor
Stevens and Joseph Nicastro III.
Democrats hold a 4-to-2 council majority. In addition, incumbent Democrat Russell Graham and Republican
challenger William Bellomo are running for an unexpired council seat.
There is a six-candidate race for
the Garwood school board where incumbents Tina Simitz, Salvatore
Piarulli and Susan Groning are seeking reelection along with former board
member Mary Ann Kjetsaa and newcomers Timothy Ryan and Adrienne
Barnes.
Mountainside residents will decide
mayor’s race between a two-term
elected Republican incumbent Paul
Mirabelli, who has served as mayor
since replacing the late six-term GOP
Mayor Robert Viglianti in 2009, and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HAPPY HALLOWEEN...The Township of Scotch Plains hosted its annual Trunk or Treatevent on Saturday in the
downtown district on Park Avenue. Trunk or Treat is fun for all ages from kids to adults. Hundreds of kids attended the event
that featured two dozen, decorated cars stocked with candy, games and trinkets.

Residents Air Concerns
About Town Hall Relocation
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – A dozen or so
residents complained to the downtown redevelopment committee last
week about the possible relocation of
the municipal building and the police
and fire departments to townshipowned property on Plainfield Avenue
across from the public works facility
and Memorial Park.
The at-times boisterous crowd of
close to 100 residents, mostly from
the Westfield Avenue-Henry Street-

Development of Parker
Greenhouses Site Approved
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board on Monday night gave its unanimous approval to the site plan for the
former Parker Gardens property on
Terrill Road that will result in the
development of a 228-unit townhome
and apartment complex.
SP Reserve Urban Renewal LLC
will develop the 13.5-acre site into five
apartment buildings containing 181
units and seven townhouses with 47
units. In accordance with the township’s
2018 affordable-housing legal settlement, 34 of the units at the site will be
tagged as affordable. Some 475 parking spaces will be included as well. A
2.5-acre wedge of property adjacent to
Terrill Middle School will be remediated
by the developer and then turned over
to the township as green space and use
as soccer and ball fields. A third of an
acre of property at the rear of the Parker
property will also be turned over to the
township by the developer.
Four townhome units will be situated facing Terrill Road, with a main
driveway entrance in between those
four while another row of three
townhomes will be located directly
behind, with an interior roadway providing access to those units as well as
to the five apartment buildings toward the rear of the property. The
three apartment buildings closest to
Terrill Road will be three-stories high
while the two at the rear, closer to the
PSE&G right-of-way, will be fourstories. A clubhouse, swimming pool
and large area of green space will be
in the center of the property.
Architect Lawrence D’Appel said
the two apartment buildings where
the affordable units will be situated
will be slightly narrower — by six
feet — than the other buildings and
that will help in enlarging the green
space in the center of the develop-

ment. The setback at the rear of the
property will also be lessened a bit in
order to increase the size of that green
space, according to planning consultant Art Bernard.
Unlike the board’s first hearing in
late September, only a few neighborhood residents attended Monday’s
session — and, unlike five weeks
ago, no one spoke in opposition to the
project or to express concerns about
the effects of increased traffic on the
safety of children attending Terrill
Middle School and driving conditions on an already-busy Terrill Road.
Since that first hearing, representatives from SP Urban Reserve met
with the police department and agreed
to set of recommendations to boost
traffic and pedestrian safety in the
area. At this week’s hearing, Police
Chief Ted Conley briefed the planning board on those five items, which
include disallowing left turns from
the northern egress point of the site
onto Terrill Road from 7 a.m. to 9
a.m. on school days and — in an
effort to discourage parents from using the development’s parking lot to
drop off their children for school —
no right turns into that same driveway

Evergreen Avenue neighborhood,
expressed concerns about increased
traffic in the area as well as the safety
of children walking to and from Evergreen School and Scotch PlainsFanwood High School and an increase in traffic.
That first phase of the township’s
downtown redevelopment efforts are
centered on the township-owned properties where the municipal building,
the firehouse and the library are located as well as the parking lots adjacent to the municipal building and
library, behind the stores that front
Park Avenue and the parking lot behind the row of businesses on East
Second Street adjacent to the CVS
pharmacy. Moving the township’s
administrative offices and the police
and fire departments out of the downtown business district would free up
that property for private development.
Township Redevelopment Coordinator Thomas Strowe said at the
committee’s October 23 meeting that

moving the municipal building out of
the business district has been talked
about in a number of consultant studies dating back to the 1980s. He said
the committee is hiring an architect to
work on designing possible new facilities on Plainfield Avenue, which
he admitted is a “challenging site.”
One of the two lots in question is
presently used to store leaves every
fall while the adjoining property has
been zoned as a C-Conservation zone
for nearly 20 years.
When an audience member
shouted out support for keeping the
municipal building where it is, Mayor
Alexander Smith said the 45-yearold building “is not fine, it’s falling
apart.” As for the fire department
headquarters behind it, the mayor
said that “we should have closed that
building years ago.”
Deputy Fire Chief Skip Paal told
the audience that the hardest part about
getting one of his trucks to an emerCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time Ends
Sunday, November 3, 2 a.m.
Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GET YOUR CANDY...Candy was purchased and houses were decorated in
anticipation of trick-or-treaters on Halloween.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SPINNING SPOOKINESS...A giant spider takes over the front lawn of this house
in the township as the homeowners decorate for Halloween.

Dentist Office Denied
Variance By Board
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – In an ironic ending
to an application to add small on-site
parking to an already existing dental
practice at 225 North Martine Avenue, Dr. Ankit Parikh was denied
relief from a variance that would have
allowed the Fanwood dentist the ability to install eight parking spaces in
the back of his building.
Even though the board’s vote count
included four “yes” votes and three
“no” votes, the application had to be
denied because of the parameters
within the D variance for the additional coverage. The variance states
that five “yes” votes must be obtained, and Dr. Parikh received four.
The three no votes came from board
members John Steigerwald, Michele
Moore and Michael Lysicatos.
Dr. Parikh had come before the
board in August with a bigger parking
lot plan, flood lighting on six-foot
poles and plans for a monument sign
on the building.
According to testimony from
Kristin Osterkorn of Omland and
Osterkorn, an engineering firm in
Bergen County, the new plan included
a lower number of parking spaces,
lessening the width of the blacktop by
two feet, lowering the lighting by two
feet, changing to candle white lighting on a timer, adding a six-foot privacy fence for neighbors and lessening the size of the sign proposed to be
attached to the building.
Many neighbors came out to voice
their unfavorable opinion about the
improvements proposed. Neighbor
after neighbor expressed their distaste
for the dentist’s upgrades stating that
they did not want to take away from the
neighborhood feel of the street.
Planning Board member David
Blechinger asked members of the
neighborhood who had spoken out

Parker
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

from Terrill Road during the same
hours. Raised sidewalks will also be
installed across the development’s
driveways in an effort to slow cars
exiting the complex, Mr. Conley said,
and new pedestrian sensors will be
installed at both driveways that will
trigger flashing lights to alert entering and exiting cars if any pedestrians
are nearby. Chief Conley also said
that “do not block the box” crosshatches will be painted onto the end
of the driveway.
Prior to their vote to approve the
site plan, several board members lamented that—with their hands tied to
a great extent by court orders to build
affordable housing—another large
swath of former farmland was disappearing to developers.

against the project, such as Judy Lynch
and Jeff Friedman, how long they had
been in the neighborhood versus how
long the dental practice had been
there. Many neighbors stated that they
had bought their homes with the dental practice already existing. The dental practice has been in existence for
over 30 years.
When asked about the hours of
operation, Dr. Parikh stated that he
planned on operating his practice from
8 a.m. until 8 p.m. daily, except no
hours of operation on Sundays and a
much shortened day on Saturday. He
noted, however, that he may come
back to the office before 8 a.m. or
after 8 p.m. if one of his patients had
an emergency.
Dr. Parikh also testified that he proposed the parking area for the safety of
his patients and staff. He said he had
planned for three spots to be for himself and his two staff members, four
spaces were dedicated for his patients
and one would be an “extra.”
He noted that crossing the busy
street in the immediate area was dangerous and that one of his staff members was involved in an accident
within the recent past.
It also was noted that the applicant
had a drainage and landscaping plan
that was submitted to the borough.
The next planning board meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, November 20, at 7:30 p.m. There is only one
planning board meeting scheduled
for the month of November.

Petition
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

schools, first-responders—when calculating a town’s affordable-housing
obligations and also provides a population-based cap for those obligations.
The third bill, A-1649, would prohibit affordable-housing obligation
exemptions for urban aid municipalities and allow for such housing requirements in those cities. Prior regulations excluded such municipalities—which include Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Linden and Rahway—
from providing any contribution toward a region’s affordable-housing
needs. Those exemptions have led to
a greater housing burden being imposed on other, primarily suburban
towns. The fourth piece of legislation, A-1644, would allow municipalities to establish an affordablehousing preference for their own residents so that long-time residents who
may be downsizing in retirement or
cannot afford to live in their homes
any longer can remain in their town.
Mayor Smith said that he will be
talking about the committee’s efforts
and the petition on New Jersey 101.5
FM radio on Tuesday, November 5 at
8 a.m.

Independent Charles Coady Brown.
There is also a race for two seats on
the borough council between GOP
incumbent René Dierkes and running
mate Donna Pacifico and Democrat
Carlos Gomez. Veteran Republican
Councilman Glenn Mortimer is not
seeking reelection. Mr. Gomez previously ran for council in 2017.
Mountainside Board of Education
candidates Carmine Venes and James
Ruban, Jr. are seeking reelection. No
one filed for the third open board
seat.
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
Democrat, is unopposed in her quest
for a fifth term. Borough Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell, a Democrat who first elected in 1998, and
Democrat Francine Glaser, who replaced Kevin Boris on the ballot, are
running for the two council seats. Ms.
Glaser was previously an elected committeewoman in Edison. Running for
the Republicans are Brian Walter and
Jay Morris. Two-term Councilman
Tom Kranz, a Democrat, is not seeking reelection.
Democratic Councilman Jeffrey
Banks is running unopposed for a
one-year unexpired term on council.
There is no Scotch Plains municipal election this year. Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education incumbents Stephanie Suriani and Nancy
Norris-Bauer of Scotch Plains and
Amy Winkler of Fanwood are running unopposed for reelection to their
board seats. Scott Brelinsky of
Fanwood dropped out of the race a
few weeks ago but his name appears
on ballots as they had already been
printed.
At the state level, in the 21st Legislative District, Republican Incumbent
Assembly members Jon Bramnick of
Westfield, a private practice attorney
in Scotch Plains, and Nancy Munoz
of Summit, a registered nurse, are
seeking reelection. Mr. Bramnick,
who serves as Republican minority
leader in the Assembly, served two
terms as a city councilman in
Plainfield from 1984 to 1991. They
are opposed by Democrats Lisa
Mandelblatt of Westfield, a former
New York white-collar criminal defense attorney, and Stacey Gunderman

of New Providence, an activist and
community organizer and former financial professional.
Also running are Independents
Martin Marks of Cranford, a dental
surgeon and former Scotch Plains
mayor, and Harris Pappas of Springfield, an independent insurance broker who served on the Springfield
Township Committee in the early
1990s. The 21st Legislative District
includes Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield.
In the 22nd Legislative District,
Assemblyman James Kennedy of
Rahway and Linda Carter of
Plainfield, both Democrats, are being
challenged by former Garwood mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, a Republican. Mr. Kennedy previously
served 20 years as Rahway mayor
and Ms. Carter has served as a Union
County freeholder and Plainfield
councilwoman. She is a business education teacher at Passaic High School.
Mr. Kennedy is president of a familyowned jewelry store and operates a
consulting firm, while Ms.
Quattrocchi, who ran for county freeholder six times, is a retired executive
search consultant.
At the Union County level, incumbent Democratic Freeholders
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford,
Sergio Granados of Elizabeth, and
Rebecca Williams of Plainfield are
being challenged by Republicans
Peter Kane of Summit and Glenn
Gelband of Mountainside. Democrats have held all nine seats on the
board since 1998.
Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte of Union, a Democrat who
has been surrogate for 20 years, is
being opposed by Republican Peter
Lijoi of Summit.
There is one question on the ballot
this year. The constitutional amendment, if approved by voters, would
allow eligible veterans “who live in
continuing care retirement communities to receive the value of the $250
property tax deduction currently
granted to veterans who reside in a
private residence.”
Election Polls on Tuesday, Tuesday, November 5 will be open from 6
a.m. to 8 p.m.

Redevelopment Committee
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

gency is maneuvering the intersection of Park Avenue and East Second
Street. Moving to Plainfield Avenue,
he said, will enable the department to
serve the same number of houses more
quickly. He also noted that most of
the department’s volunteer firefighters
live east of Park Avenue and often
encounter delays in crossing Park
Avenue to get to the northside station
when called. Police Chief Ted Conley
said he never thought the police department belonged in the middle of
downtown.
Another audience member stood
up and said the mayor’s statement
on the relocation at a council meeting in mid-October “sounded like a
done deal,” but the mayor and others stressed that no plans have been
formally considered or even put
forth by the developers conditionally chosen for the downtown efforts. But the mayor said that “don’t
do anything is not a solution.”
Committee member Colleen
Gialanella called for civility, saying there was “a lot of fear and a lot
of anger” evident early in last week’s
meeting as residents shouted at the
committee from their seats. Deputy
Mayor Josh Losardo emphasized
that “no decision is being made tonight or next month” while another
committee member, Michael
Alvarez, said that ‘we have no

Tombstone Epitaph
“A Business That Didn’t Advertise”

Take the fear out of being close to your customers
sales@goleader.com
908-232-4407
The Westfield Leader

choice but to develop—and do it
sensibly.”
Henry Street resident Leonard
Brzozowski, who had spoken out
against relocating municipal facilities at the council’s October 15 meeting, reiterated his concerns last week
and also claimed that the conservation zone property had once been a
dump and was contaminated. The
mayor and others said that before
any development went forward on
that site, environmental studies
would be conducted and then have
to be approved by state environmental protection officials.
Most of the residents who spoke
last week raised concerns about the
safety of children in the neighborhood, especially if police and fire
vehicles were racing to an emergency on Westfield Avenue. An Evergreen Avenue resident said the
neighborhood was choked with
parked cars and pedestrians on high
school graduation night and asked,
“How are you going to get to an
emergency?” Mr. Brzozowski and
others worried that Henry Street
would be used as a conduit between
Westfield Avenue and Route 22, but
Mr. Paal said that out of the more
than 900 calls his department responds to annually, only a small
handful are on the highway.
Committee members were urged
by a few residents to come to the
neighborhood during the morning
and afternoon times when schoolchildren are walking and observe
the conditions.
A few residents offered other ideas
including relocating the library instead to the Plainfield Avenue site
and building housing at the Scotch
Hills Country Club property. Mayor
Smith said a needs study conducted
found that library officials favored
keeping the library where it is, in the
downtown, and he said building on
the golf course property was not permitted because the site has been designated by the state as Green Acres,
making it off-limits to development.
“We’re down to a very few parcels of [available] land,” the mayor
said. He emphasized that the committee and the council will be thorough and transparent in their efforts
and that if the developers’ proposals are not satisfactory, then they
will not be accepted. “Hopefully,”
he said of present-day leaders,
“people twenty years from now will
say that they got it right, they took
the time to get it right.”

LEADER IN UTAH...Richard and Jeanette Pelikan enjoy the latest issue of The
Westfield Leader while visiting Monument Valley in Utah.

SP-F BOE Recognizes
Athletes, Principals
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Many student athletes were recognized Tuesday evening at the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education meeting.
First to be recognized were the
young women on the high school’s
Gymnastic Team for winning the
Union County Gymnastics Tournament. The tournament was held October 18 at Cranford High School.
The team’s score at that tournament was reported to be a total of
106.3. According to local reports, the
girls won by a fraction of a point,
beating other local towns such as
Summit and Westfield.
Team captains are Emily Grill,
Nicole DeFrancesco and Kelly
Zimmerman. All three gymnasts are
seniors. The team’s head coach is
Lisa Cerchio.
Also recognized were members of
the Varsity Girls Tennis Team for
winning the Mountain Conference
Title.
In addition, it had previously been
reported by Board Vice-President
Evan Murray that Raiders football
player Shawn Martin was voted the
Courier News Mid State Player of the
Week last week with 36.8 percent of
the votes for six candidates.
It was said that this player, who
currently is a junior at the high school,
was reported to rush for 204 yards on
25 carries and three touchdowns during last week’s Raider victory over
J.F. Kennedy High School in Iselin.
The score was 21 to 20.
In other business, October was
deemed National Principals Month
and honors were given to all district
heads of schools. All eight principals
were saluted at the October 17 Princi-

pals Recognition and Newly Tenured
Staff ceremony. They include Karen
Wetherell, Coles Elementary School;
Scott Bortnick, Brunner Elementary
School; Justin Fiory, School One Elementary; Colleen Haubert, Evergreen School; Sasha Slocum, McGinn
Elementary School; Jocelyn
Dumaresq, Park Middle School;
Kevin Holloway, Terrill Middle
School, and David Heisey, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. All
eight principals also are highlighted
on the district’s website, spfk12.org.
Separately, it was announced at last
week’s meeting that during the week
of November 15 through November
22 a new block schedule will be piloted for students at the high school.
It was explained that a block schedule allows students to have longer
class periods to have a more concentrated day.
Block scheduling also allows for
having those periods every other day.
It was reported that the classes
would run 77 minutes per class and
also would give the students a slightly
longer lunch period.
Additionally, it was reported that
the concept of the block scheduling
process was one that came from the
strategic planning process meetings
that occur every few years within the
district.
The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, November 14, at
7:30 p.m., in the Administration Building.
Also, Election Day for board members is Tuesday November 5. Incumbents Stephanie Suriani and NancyNorris Bauer, both of Scotch Plains,
and Amy Winkler of Fanwood are
running for re-election. All three seats
are uncontested.

Vandalism and HIB Are
Focus of Westfield BOE
By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A parent left
Tuesday’s board of education meeting in
tears after discussing incidents of “hate
speech” graffiti at Westfield High School
(WHS), referencing a vandalism incident
last week involving a swastika.
“The N-word is all over the boys’
bathroom,” she continued. This parent
claimed she had pictures of the vandalism
at home. “What is going to be done?” she
asked. “I don’t think that something being said in a morning announcement is
sufficient for the students.”
Board member Tara Oporto asked Superintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., if
this incident qualified as a Harassment,
Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) incident. Ms. Dolan responded that it depends because “the specifics absolutely
matter” for HIB classification.
Board member Brendan Galligan added
that there also must be a known culprit to
take official HIB action. Earlier in the
meeting, Superintendent Dolan reported
on the district’s HIB incidents from January 1, 2019 to June 30, 2019. Other
incidents that do not fall under the state’s
specifications of HIB, such as vaping,
also were reported.
According to Superintendent Dolan’s
presentation, last year there were eight
incidents including violence, vandalism,
substances, weapons or confirmed HIB
cases, and 14 “other incidents leading to
removal” at WHS during that time. Also,
according to her report, WHS met or
exceeded requirements on the “8 Core
Elements” of HIB response: HIB programs, training on BOE policy, other
staff instruction, curriculum and instruction on HIB, HIB personnel, school-level
reporting procedure, investigation procedure, and HIB reporting.
Superintendent Dolan also said that
the district is working with the AntiDefamation League’s (ADL) No Place
for Hate® program. According to the
ADL’s website, “ADL’s No Place for
Hate® initiative is a school climate improvement framework that provides PreK12 schools with an organizing framework

for combating bias, bullying and hatred,
leading to long-term solutions for creating and maintaining a positive and equitable climate.”
Superintendent Dolan said that she
had previously attempted to work with
the program, and that the district was
approved by the ADL to begin the program last month.
Parents voiced concern over the response to such incidents. One parent stated
that after a previous incident at Edison
Intermediate School, administrators held
assemblies telling students that this type
of behavior would not be tolerated. Superintendent Dolan said that “whenever
we (the board, administrators, teachers,
etc.) are made aware” of such incidents,
they are taken care of immediately.
Mr. Galligan added that consequences
for vandalism will follow the district’s
code of conduct and can range from a
Saturday detention to a 10-day out-ofschool suspension. Superintendent Dolan
added that when situations warrant the
intervention of the police department,
perpetrators are given consequences both
in school and by the law. Ms. Oporto
asked what could be done immediately to
clean up the “N-word” bathroom graffiti
reported during the meeting. Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan said an email
had been sent to the appropriate persons.
Superintendent Dolan said the school
district will continue to promote the message that “students should respect themselves, others, and also their school community.” She also said this “work is ongoing and it’s important.”
In other ongoing work by the board,
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Office of School Preparedness and Emergency Planning will present
“School Safety and Security for Parents”
on Wednesday, November 20, from 7 to
9 p.m., in the Edison Intermediate School
auditorium. Some topics to be discussed
are situational awareness, school safety
drills, recommended visitor proceedings,
and communication during a crisis.
The next board meeting will be Tuesday, November 12, at 7:30 p.m., at 302
Elm Street.
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My First Endorsement Letter –
Jim Boyes for First Ward Town Council

Scott Katz Leads by Example on Bike Safety
I am endorsing Scott Katz because
he is and will continue to be an
excellent champion for bike and
pedestrian safety.
I was fortunate to meet Scott this
summer while attending meetings
related to the Westfield Master Plan
Re-Examination. I was happy to
discover that, among his motivations
to run for Town Council in Ward 4,
included a genuine concern for
pedestrian and cyclist safety.
I’m an avid cyclist and learned
Scott is too. Knowing this is personal
for him, as it is for me, is important.
We have first-hand experience with
the challenges of trying to navigate
Westfield on two wheels, and this
experience will inform his leadership.
As a Professional Engineer I am
very mindful of process, I operate by
analyzing facts, reviewing lessons
learned, and welcoming peer review
of the conclusions reached, and
solutions presented. When I saw Scott
was organizing group rides in
Tamaques Park to meet residents, I
attended several to evaluate his
experience and gauge his seriousness
on this issue. These are my
observations and conclusions:
1. I was glad to see in the event
invitations that helmets were required to
participate.And sure enough, only those
with helmets could participate. He had
the foresight to bring several extra
helmets knowing some individuals do
not practice this basic safety precaution.
He also discussed some basic difference
between bike helmets.
2. I noticed Scott’s use of safety
lights on his own bike; these lights

are important because they make
cyclists more visible to motorists,
pedestrians, and wildlife. He
mentioned that he uses his lights
whenever he is riding no matter the
visibility conditions.
3. It feels ancient, but Scott uses
hand signals to communicate his
direction changes for other cyclists,
motorists, and pedestrians (wildlife
doesn’t understand this one yet!).
4. Many cyclists use smartphone
“apps” as GPS, and to monitor their
health/performance stats. Scott has
his phone securely attached to the
center of his bike using a sturdy
mounting system; a crucial handsfree safety measure.
5. Scott told all of us about the
Town’s information on bike safety:
westfieldnj.gov/safety.
These seem basic but they often go
unpracticed, and often make the
difference in remaining safe. New
members join the cycling community
every day, and it’s clear to me there’s
a need for awareness and continued
public education on the fundamentals
of bike and pedestrian safety.
Scott showed me that he leads by
example, has essential experience,
uses a thoughtful process in
approaching problems, and I believe
he’ll be the positive force we need in
Ward 4 as our next Councilman. To
contact or learn more, email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com.
Allyson Hroblak, Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

I Knew Scott Would Be a Leader
I write today on behalf of Scott
Katz, who is running for the Ward 4
Council Seat in Westfield.
I met Scott when I was 14 and new
to the United States. My family and I
immigrated to Edison in or around
1985, from India and we lived in an
apartment complex not far from J.P.
Stevens High School in Edison. Being
Indian in the 1980s in New Jersey,
was a truly challenging experience.
There were many kind people who
welcomed people of my background
with open arms. Unfortunately, there
were many more who were unkind,
and unafraid to show their bias in an
open, volatile manner. It was not
uncommon to be ridiculed, harassed,
and assaulted by teenagers and
sometimes adults, in open public
places. High school was no different.
I met Scott during this rather
formative time. Scott, then 16, was
handsome, dynamic and popular. He
was also unconditionally helpful, kind
and welcoming. He never once
belittled my accent, my attire, or my

background. At a time when social
cache was at a premium, Scott treated
me as an equal. He had nothing to
gain from allying with me, and he did
it anyway. I kept in touch with Scott
over the years and witnessed him
excel in his career and family life.
I am not from Westfield. I know
little of Westfield’s recent political
transformation, and I am not a policy
savant. However, I knew that Scott
would be a leader from the moment I
met him. And, I have no doubt that
Scott’s competence and selfless,
compassionate leadership style will
be an invaluable asset in his position
as Councilman in Ward 4.
I am therefore asking that you cast
your vote for him on Tuesday,
November 5. To contact or learn more,
email scott@westfieldtogether.com or
visit katzforward4.com.
Vik Advani
Edison

Paid Bulletin Board
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HAPPY TRUNK OR TREAT...Hundreds of kids attended Scotch Plains annual
Trunk or Treat event on Saturday on Park Avenue. Trunk or Treat is fun for all
ages from kids to adults. The event featured two dozen decorated cars stocked with
candy, games and trinkets.

Ward 3 Needs Jenn Gilman on Town Council
Jenn first told me she was running
for the Ward 3 Town Council back in
March. So when she asked if I would
volunteer on her campaign, I instantly
said YES! I’ve long admired her work
as a tireless volunteer with the Girl
Scouts and Moms Demand Action,
and I know she will make an amazing
Town Councilwoman.
As her campaign manager, I’ve been
behind the scenes delivering signs,
making walklists and planning the
events. I’ve watched Jenn knock on
doors in the heat and rain, listen intently
as residents share their concerns, and
most importantly, take action to
address them. Particularly, the longstanding safety issues on Windsor
Avenue, and at the South Avenue &
Cacciola Place intersection.
My husband Joe and I grew up in
Westfield, graduating from high school
in ‘00 and ‘99, respectively. After
several happy years in living in
Brooklyn, we made the move back to
Westfield to start our family. Eleven
years and three kids later, we’re thrilled
to raise them in the community that
brought Joe and I together. Our kids
even attend Tamaques Elementary, the
same school where I went!
Joe and I have lived here long
enough to know that many of
Westfield’s challenges — from the
ups and downs of Downtown,
parking, and the state of our roads,
athletic fields and playgrounds —
have been points of resident
frustration for too many years. That’s
why we’ve been impressed with the
visible progress made by Mayor
Brindle’s administration in just two
short years. Roads are finally being
paved, ordinances have been updated
to allow for Westfield’s first brewery,
and new community events like
AddamsFest have been established.
This all took vision and the type of
proactive leadership Jenn’s
demonstrated she has in spades. As
our Ward 3 Councilwoman, Jenn will

Collaborative

be the champion for Southside
residents and businesses we’ve
needed for years, and she will actually
do the hard work it takes to achieve
the progress residents expect.
If you haven’t voted early already,
I encourage my neighbors here in
Ward 3 to vote Jenn Gilman on
Tuesday, November 5! She’s on it!
Lee McDermott Schaefer, Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
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Support
Mark Parmelee for
Ward 2 Councilman
Ward 2 Residents - I am writing to
give my support to Mark Parmelee
for our Ward 2 Councilman. My wife
and I met Mark several years ago
when we were participating/
volunteering in the Washington
School Show where he demonstrated
his commitment to our community.
Mark is a devoted family man,
neighbor and friend. We spent many
occasions on the sports fields cheering
on and coaching our kids together. He
always exemplified a calm, thoughtful
and measured approach in his
interactions with the kids. He is a
great communicator and with his
experience practicing law, his many
skills will transfer to an ability to help
move our town forward. Mark's
passion for our town is second to
none, and his vision mirrors the vision
of Mayor Brindle. We are excited to
see all the great things he can
accomplish representing our town.
Please join us on November 5,
2019 and cast your vote for Mark
Parmelee, the most qualified
candidate for Ward 2. Thank you.
Jeff Bryk, Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
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Engaged

I’m writing to express enthusiastic
support for Jim Boyes’ candidacy for
Westfield Town Council. As a 40year Westfield resident, I’ve
encountered a lot of candidates for
local office. I’ve read their
biographies and campaign literature
and followed the conduct of their
campaigns. Over the years, I’ve voted
for Democrats and Republicans but
this is the first time I’ve stated my
preference in a public forum and I am
happy to do that for Jim.
Jim is an environmental engineer
and risk management expert. His
background will be especially
important as the town seeks to meet
current challenges while creating a
clear vision for its future that builds
on and enhances the qualities and
opportunities that make living in
Westfield desirable. This is especially
relevant to me. I raised my family
here. I have children and grandchildren
living here and I want to be able to live
out my retirement here.
I first got to know Jim about 20
years ago when he was appointed to
the Parking Advisory Council and
worked with local residents concerned
about plans to construct a parking
facility in the First Ward. This was a
highly contentious and often emotional
debate. Jim distinguished himself
throughout by a calm search for facts,
a willingness to listen to all points of
view and a forthright determination to
bring concerns of residents to the
Advisory Council and ultimately to
the Town Council. I am also well
aware of Jim’s hard work to
reinvigorate Westfield’s Green Team
where he’s been engaging local
businesses in finding new ways to
make their operations more
sustainable while reducing costs and
environmental impact.
And then there are the goats. There
is probably no better example of Jim’s
willingness to find new,
environmentally sound and
sustainable solutions to old problems
than exploring how some neighboring
towns are using goats to manage
vegetation in public open space areas.
This is the kind of unabashed out-ofthe box thinking Jim will deploy in
all aspects of town governance. He
will not be afraid to investigate,
consider, and assess with his
engineer’s acumen the efficacy and
potential application of creative or
what some might consider
unconventional solutions.
Jim’s willingness to volunteer and
to serve the community – Green
Team, coaching youth sports, the
Neighborhood Watch, Ward One
Community Connect – is well known
and appreciated among his neighbors.

He’s a commuter who knows how
important a reliable transit system is
to the quality of life of residents and
the economic vitality of the town.
He’s a homeowner lovingly restoring
a 100+ year-old house who knows
first-hand how Westfield’s history
should inform its future. He’s a factdriven professional who will bring
years of relevant experience to
Westfield governance. Westfield has
made great progress over the past
two years in financial management,
delivery of services, infrastructure,
and improving the vibrancy of
downtown. Jim is the right person to
help continue that progress. And he
is the right person to help finalize the
Master Plan so important for building
Westfield’s future.
One final point. I make this
recommendation because I’ve come
to know Jim as an optimistic, openminded, positive, and decent person.
In my opinion, these attributes are as
important
as
professional
qualifications. I urge my neighbors
and First Ward residents to vote for
Jim Boyes to represent us on the
Westfield Town Council.
Neil Brown
Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
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Jenn Gilman
for Ward 3
I’m a Ward 3 resident, Westfield
High School graduate Class of ‘79,
and a physician. Last week I witnessed
a woman who presented herself
professionally, thoughtfully and
concisely at the candidate forum.
This—coupled with her actions as
a candidate, already shows why we
need her on the town council.
For years, residents on Cacciola and
Windsor streets—the neighborhood
were I grew up—have raised
complaints about speeding cars and
their children's safety. No one addressed
their concerns ‘till Jenn became
involved and heard their stories.
Now, there is a speed monitor on
Windsor, and soon awaiting county
approval, a pedestrian light at the
Cacciola and South Avenue crosswalk.
This shows all of us that Jenn
Gilman is the Councilwoman we need
for Ward 3. Actions speak louder
than words. That’s why we need to
vote for Jenn Gilman for Ward 3!
Pamela Brug
Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
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Proactive

the line on the municipal portion of our tax bill while maintaining $ 9.5 million surplus and a AAA bond rating.
“ WeAndheld
we did this at the same time that we were investing in long-overdue road paving, purchasing much-needed equipment
for the Department of Public Works and fostering civic engagement. I’m proud of the progress we’re making and we have
so much more to do together. We need the talent of Jim Boyes, Mark Parmelee, Jenn Gilman, and Scott Katz to keep the
progress going. They won’t be content reverting to the complacency of the past. They will roll up their sleeves and work
to make Westfield an even better place to live.

“

VOTE TUESDAY, November 5

-Mayor Shelley Brindle

POLLS OPEN 6 AM TO 8 PM

Jim Boyes for Ward 1:
An environmental engineer, Jim currently serves on the reinstated Green Team and built a career managing risk.

Mark Parmelee for Ward 2:
Former Manhattan DA’s prosecutor and currently a securities litigator and shareholder in a global law firm. Mark is a 13 year
veteran of the Washington School Show.

Jenn Gilman for Ward 3:
Graduated magna cum laude from Boston College, went on to become a public school teacher, and a legislative leader for Moms
Demand Action, where she fought for sensible gun reforms in Trenton.

Scott Katz for Ward 4:
Studied Economics at Tulane, operated a family-owned business for over two decades, and is prepared to use his experience to
VXSSRUWRXU'RZQWRZQPHUFKDQWVb
Learn more at westfieldtogether.com
Paid for by Westfield Democratic Committee, 772 Prospect street, westfield, nj 07090
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The

ANTI-TAX
TEAM
COMMON SENSE,
BIPARTISAN LEADERSHIP
Vote this Tuesday Nov. 5th | 6am-8pm
Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ 07090; Muñoz for Assembly, 121 Oak Ridge Ave. Summit NJ 07901
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Forum Panelists Spotlight Bias
And Ways To Counteract It
A forum held last week at the Cranford campus of
Union County College focused crucial attention on
language and ideologies that promote hate toward
others, along with strategies that can be employed to
combat it. Entitled “The Serious Issue of Hate Speech
and Division in America,” this public event was
moderated by State Assembly Republican Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and featured five high-profile panelists whose professional
experience runs the gamut from law enforcement
and government to civil rights and education.
The panelists included New Jersey Attorney General Gurbir S. Grewal; Meryl J. Chertoff, executive
director of the State and Local Government Program
at Georgetown Law School; former New Jersey
Attorney General and U.S. Senator Jeffrey Chiesa;
former political director of the New Jersey NAACP
Walter Fields, and former New Jersey Attorney
General Christopher S. Porrino.
Attorney General Grewal noted during the event
that New Jersey has seen a rise in the number of
reported bias and hate crimes just within the past
three years, from 417 incidents in 2016 to 569 in
2018, with 705 documented cases this year as of
October 1.
Sadly, and despite the spirit of unity typically
displayed by residents, our local towns have not
been immune to toxic influences manifested as

symbols and messages of hate. Last year, graffiti
reflecting racist and anti-Semitic sentiments was
scrawled on an exterior wall of Scotch PlainsFanwood High School, sparking a rally protesting
such derogatory acts. Additionally, swastikas and
other expressions of prejudice were discovered on
walls at Westfield schools.
We believe several important points were made
during the recent forum. As the panelists observed,
groups and individuals have been using social media to disseminate doctrines that promote bias. Parents, school districts and communities need to remain as vigilant as possible regarding such messages, which have the potential to influence youth
and other vulnerable members of our society.
During the forum, Mr. Fields said children need to
be made aware of New Jersey’s cultural diversity.
He also encouraged interaction among members of
a community. We agree that these are important
avenues for forging bonds, establishing acceptance
of others, and preventing or dispelling prejudices.
“Standing up for each other, I think, is the message
we should be taking away from this forum,” Mr.
Porrino stated. We concur with this assessment.
While we may not always agree on issues, or share
the same theological, political or other beliefs, we
feel a unified commitment toward respect for all is
perhaps the greatest antidote to hate.

It’s Important for All to Exercise
Your Right to Vote on Tuesday
This Tuesday area voters will decide town council
races in Westfield, Cranford and Garwood, Fanwood
and Mountainside as well as for Mountainside mayor,
Union County freeholder and surrogate, school board
races in Westfield, Cranford and Garwood. There
also are races for State Assembly in the 21st and
Legislative District, which includes Westfield,
Cranford, Garwood and Mountainside, and the 22nd
Legislative District, which includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.
This year there has been increased campaigning
on social media in addition to direct-mail pieces,
some of it over the top as far as we are concerned.
That is why voters should learn who the candidates
are and what they stand for and not rely on campaign
pieces. At the local level, candidates have been doing
the traditional door-to-door campaigning, which is a
great way for residents to meet the candidates.
While the fourth year of the four-year election
cycle (as 2019 is) usually produces lower turnouts,
this is an important election year. For the past two
months, we have invited candidates for state, county,
municipal and school board offices to write statements each week on their backgrounds and campaign issues important to them. We also once again
sponsored a candidate forums for those running for
seats on the Westfield Town Council. In today’s

special town-wide issue, we have coverage of candidates forums conducted for the Cranford Township Committee as well as Garwood and Westfield
Board of Educations. We also have a summary
article of all the important races taking place on
Election Day, Tuesday, November 5.
We started inviting candidates for State Assembly
and county freeholder in August to be interviewed
and we thank all those who participated in those
interviews. We thank all the candidates for seeking
office and for their weekly submittals to reach our
subscribers. We encourage voters to read our reports
as well as the letters and statements from the candidates and the advertisements they have placed in
this newspaper to reach you, the voter.
Voters know how to sort through the campaign
season attack-piece mailers aimed against a particular candidate(s) as well as biographical information
and platforms.
Local politics is different than national and statewide campaigns as candidates actually live in the
towns where they are seeking office. They likely
have kids in the same school as yours, belong to the
same church or synagogue or eat at the same restaurant.
Everyone! Get out and vote this Tuesday, November 5. Polls are open from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

DWC Was Politically Hacked
On Its Social Media Account
Last evening (October 26), an unauthorized individual gained access to the
Downtown Westfield (DWC)Twitter account and posted a political statement
which was shared on Facebook. These
messages were meant to appear coming
from the DWC.
No employee of the DWC posted the
message or was involved in instigating
this activity.
We find it wholly inappropriate and
despicable that someone highjacked the
DWC social media platforms which are

meant for the sole purpose of promoting
and supporting Downtown Westfield and
the business community.
The matter is being investigated and
we ask the public not to engage in the
online discussions. The DWC professional staff and dedicated volunteers who
serve on the board and committees are
committed to Downtown Westfield and
are appalled by these activities.
Kathleen Miller Prunty
DWC Executive Director

The Whistle Blower Is Real,
Not A Fake Impeachment Scandal
Mr. Kurdyla (Letter, October 24) believes Democrats have made up an impeachment scandal. But the whistle blower
is real, not fake, and the facts are crystal
clear. The President ran a personal foreign policy campaign, outside of proper
diplomatic channels, to suborn a foreign
power dependent on our support, to gain
political advantage in the 2020 election.
Hardly the first time Mr. [President]
Trump has appealed for overseas assistance in his campaigns. Those who ask
favors of outside powers to intervene in
our elections diminish our democracy.

George Washington could not have
made it any clearer in his farewell address: “against the insidious wiles of foreign influence, the jealousy of a free
people ought to be constantly awake,
since history and experience prove that
foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of republican government.”
The President’s behavior is the proper
subject of an impeachment inquiry. If not
this, then what? And if not now, when?
Mervyn Turner
Scotch Plains

Re: Impeachment Inquiry Requires
A Full House of Representatives Vote
Dear Congresswoman Watson
Coleman (Ewing, NJ) and Congressman
Malinowski (Somerville, NJ):
We write to urge you to support a vote
of the full House of Representatives to
authorize the impeachment inquiry currently being conducted by three committees of the House.
In all three prior impeachments of a
President the House, by a vote of the full
House, authorized the inquiry into
whether impeachable offenses had occurred. In the case of the current inquiry
into President Trump’s actions there has
been no such vote; the inquiry is being
conducted merely on the basis of an announcement made by the Speaker of the
House.
Without a vote of the full House, the
inquiry is being conducted in a manner
which is fundamentally unfair, even unAmerican. A federal district court judge’s
view on the legality of the inquiry doesn’t
make it fair or prudent. The will of the
people, including 1.6 million New
Jerseyans, elected the President and their
confidence in whether their electoral
choices are respected is more important
than whether the House inquiry is legal.

The hearings are closed to the public (and
also closed to members not on any of the
three committees conducting the inquiry),
transcripts are not available to the public
or to the President, the President is not
permitted to have representatives present
to observe or to cross examine witnesses,
and Republican committee members are
not permitted to call witnesses.
The inquiry is being conducted like the
old English ‘Star Chamber’ where people
were arbitrarily hauled in front of powerful friends of the King, without any kind
of notice, due process or lawful procedure, and were tried, convicted and punished all outside the law and in secret.
What the House is doing now is very
similar.
The current course of action sets a
terrible precedent for the future of our
country. We urge you to inform the
Speaker that your constituents demand
that the full House take a vote as to
whether to continue the current impeachment inquiry.
Tom Fortunato for
The Scotch Plains Republican
Committee
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Fucivorous – Eating or subsisting
on seaweed
2. Incogitativity – Without the power
of thought
3. Tureen – A large deep dish with a lid
4. Tufa – A porous limestone formed
by deposits from springs and streams
EREMACAUSIS
1. A slow combustion or oxidation of
organic matter in the presence of air and
water
2. Skilled in questioning or interrogation
3. An increase in red blood corpuscles
in the fetus
4. Explosive discharge of vomit
TRUMEAU
1. A marsh at a river’s mouth
2. An eyepatch
3. A pillar which supports the arch of a
double door or opening
4. A wine glass used by sixteenth century French aristocracy
CYESIOLOGY
1. The branch of physiology that deals
with pregnancy
2. The study of organisms existing in
marshes and swamps
3. The branch of medicine dealing with
diseases in birds, especially geese
4. The study of the mating habits of
penguins
INFUNDIBULIFORM
1. Grooved or rutty
2. Elliptical in form
3. Having the shape of a funnel
4. Having no form or shape
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Download
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To Our Fellow Mountainsiders:
It’s been a pleasure walking through
our beautiful town and hearing from
you all. We heard you when you told us
to continue to keep municipal taxes
stable, maintain the services you expect
and deserve, and keep Mountainside the
wonderful community that it is.
That’s not easy to do in a state controlled by Democrats who want to raise
our taxes, force high density apartments in our backyards, and take away
local control of our schools - but we’re
up to the task.
We will fight to maintain the single
family residential character of
Mountainside by protecting our low
density requirement (one of the lowest
in the state) while meeting our state
mandated affordable housing quota.

We will stand up for the students, teachers, and taxpayers of Mountainside to
protect local control of our schools,
taking all necessary steps to preserve
the quality of our children’s education.
We will keep Mountainside the great
community that it is by continuing to be
fiscally responsible and making sure
our town remains affordable.
We love Mountainside and we hope
that on Tuesday November 5 you will
vote Column B, Mirabelli, Dierkes,
Pacifico for Mountainside.
And remember every vote matters!

www.goleader.com

Mayor Paul Mirabelli (R)
Councilman René Dierkes (R)
Council Candidate Donna Pacifico (R)
Mountainside

Doubt That We Residents Like Being
Referred To As ‘Foot Traffic’
Note: This letter was sent to Mayor Shelley
Brindle and Town Council Members.
The possible loss of the Rialto is a
shock to the town – but isn’t the loss of
Lord & Taylor an even greater shock?
The callousness of Hudson Bay in selling
out Westfield residents and turning us
over to a non-department store seems to
reflect their opinion that Westfield and its
residents aren’t worth the bother. Or does
it reflect Hudson Bay’s simple disinterest
in actually working to earn their profits?
Lord & Taylor kept us in this town and
shopping right here, even despite the
long list of new owners.
Statewide, we see government approving and providing subsidies for malls which
the public seems to have lost interest in
visiting. Additionally, these huge malls
will be an additional challenge in view of
Global Warming’s floods/droughts. And
same for the large releases of land we are
seeing from our towns for luxury housing
rather than affordable housing.
Citizens create economies which are
then manipulated by banks and financial
institutions – and international financial
institutions – for the benefit of elites.
As a long-time resident of Westfield we
have for decades now been looking at empty
shops here and in connecting towns. The
stores in Westfield once thrived because
they provided services that those living in
the town needed. Today’s corporate stores
seeking locations in Westfield, however,
seem more dedicated to ever increasing
sales and profits which only large groups of
people brought in for festivals and fairs can
hope to provide. Our residents are here
every day, however, but doubt that we like
being referred to as “foot traffic.”
Attracting corporate stores also brings
pressures on town officials to provide
increased parking where not so long ago
our town officials responded by spending
large sums of taxpayer dollars to study
deck parking which none of our residents
wanted and absolutely rejected.
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

I’d also vote against the concept of
paying a “Downtown Association” hundreds of thousands of taxpayer dollars
every year to provide suggestions, which
I’m sure our own residents could have just
as likely provided. But the new parking
system seems to be keeping residents out
of town rather than in town. The machines
at the pay stations offer instructions often
impossible to read and often reject the
dollar bills we attempt to feed into them.
Despite overpaying for parking to ensure
that we don’t get tickets, the next car that
comes into a spot which still has paid time
on it is unable to use it and must begin
again buying new time at the pay station.
The ice rink is another puzzle when it is
forcing town administrators to disregard
the very valid complaints of citizens of
Garwood living close to the rink. Rather,
we should be working together with nearby
towns as “friends” with common interests.
As for Tamaques Park, I did notice a
resident the other evening suggesting
that you should get back to planning a
new design for the park. I would encourage you to design a park for the
town’s residents and their needs. Certainly with the increase in sports for
girls there is more need for space to
accommodate their teams. But there
also seems to be a tremendous increase
in the number of games played every
season. It might be helpful and safer to
return to the older schedules of competing sports play. I am always disappointed, of course, to see the town encouraging the toxic atmosphere of boys’
football. But our parks are not
“ballparks” and should never be thought
of that way by our town officials.
We might also make good use of
Tamaques Park for showing movies on
summer nights. We might even invite
environmentalists, or even Greta
Thunberg to come and speak to the town.
Barbara Briemer
Westfield

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

Sexist and Outdated
I’m a Westfield resident and a business owner. I believe I may have
advertised in the past with the Leader
many years ago but I can’t be sure.
I was looking at the online pages
and was disturbed to see an “ad” for
advertising on the Leader - the business card with the drawing of a man
that says “businessmen like him use
the Leader/Times to target their market. Do you?”
It’s a sexist/ outdated ad. Please
update and respond.
Cheryl Altman
Westfield

Opinion Versus Fact
Re “Dems Are Screaming With Made
Up Scandals, Imaginary Whistleblowers”
(Letter published Oct. 24). In response to
this letter, I am reminded of the famous
line attributed to the late Senator from
New York, Daniel Patrick Moynihan,
who said “Everyone is entitled to his own
opinion, but not his own set of facts.”
In his letter, Mr. Kurdyla writes about
“imaginary whistleblowers.” In fact, the
whistleblower’s report was received by
Michael Atkinson, the Inspector General
(IG) of the Intelligence Community in
August. After a review of the complaint,
Atkinson concluded that the report was
“credible” and “of urgent concern.”
Atkinson was nominated to the IG position by President Trump and confirmed
by the Senate.
Mr. Kurdyla also states that the President “enjoys the support of a vast majority of Americans.” In fact, according to
Gallup, the President’s highest approval
rating to date was 46 percent, achieved in
April of this year.
Marvin Kaplan
Westfield

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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Election Day Is A Day To Simply
Execute On Common Sense

City of Linden Issued Federal Charges
Against State Sen. Nicholas Scutari
The recent media has many articles
over the allegations that Senator Scutari,
who was fired last year as Linden’s municipal prosecutor, who held a double
dipping job, had made his prosecutor job
low-show by skipping 57 out of 111 court
appearances. And that was just in 2018,
this travesty goes back to 2014. The total
he grifted from the Linden taxpayers is
over $150,000. Documentation of his
egregious acts were sent from the City of
Linden to the federal attorney general’s
office.
At the October 24, 2019 Freeholder
meeting as a resident and a registered
Democrat, I stepped up to the podium and

Policy on Political
Endorsements
The newspaper will publish political endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the newspaper at www.goleader.com. Submittals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.
Those who would like their political endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w. g o l e a d e r. c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.
We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the discretion of the editors.
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asked the freeholders that based on these
serious allegations, they should consider
condemning Scutari and ask him to step
down from the Senatorial position. My
guess is that charges could arise of “theft
of services,” “dereliction of duty” and
“non-feasance.” Also of utmost concern,
Senator Scutari is also the political boss
of my Democratic party of Union County.
Since he controls the county election line
of the freeholders, I asked them to depose
him from the boss position; based that
this is tainting not only my Union County
but my political party.
I offered additional past offenses of
Scutari’s such as when he was a Union
County freeholder he actually lied in a
document sent out to the five towns along
the defunct Rahway Valley rail line saying, not to worry, there was just weeding
and vegetation maintenance, when shortly
after it turned out to be a full out reactivation of the railroad.
And as our county political boss, in some
dubious personal jihad, anyone who questioned him, he threw them off the committee and General Election ballot lines. This
happened the other year to Freeholder Jalloh
who served the public well yet was tossed
off the line last election.
Plus in violation of our county bylaws
that a county manager must be hired who
lives in Union County, boss Scutari coerced the Freeholders to appoint Scutari’s
BFF, who has no government administration experience and lives in Middlesex
County. All this considered convincing
evidence of someone who should not be

in any leadership positions.
In wrap-up comments, some freeholders responded to my request by praising
Senator Scutari and the county manager.
Of course they would, they are afraid of
questioning Scutari and being thrown off
the line like Freeholder Jalloh, et. al.
Freeholder Granados said the county manager went thru an interview process, which
did not answer the question of bylaw
violation, and we can easily assume there
was no real interview process anyway. In
addition, Granados said that the county
does not work on politics. Freeholder
Mirabella stated that I must hate the Freeholders, to which I can attest since they
foster this corrupt, abusive system and
Mirabella himself, thru a patronage job,
was able to multiply his public pension
by six times in just three years; Freeholder Hudak noted this is a political hit
job and it’s just the “Silly Season.” To
Granados, Mirabella and Hudak, to their
claims the county does not work by politics, look inward toward your hypocrisythat same meeting we were all at, the
freeholders gave out 50 big cardboard
checks to the 21 towns in the county,
totaling over a million dollars. That is
solid political self-promotion two weeks
before elections, especially since the
towns don’t get that money until the next
year. It may be the “Silly Season” to me,
but its more a corrupted season for them,
except it is year-round.
Bruce Paterson
Garwood

I have lived in Westfield, with my
family since the early 1990’s. In that
time there has been a lot of change
and mostly for the better. I have always watched politics from the national to local levels. As a constitutional conservative, I have always
tried to look at any issue through the
lens of country/state/municipality and
not party. Essentially, what is best for
the people and not any given party.
This seems to make sense — common sense.
In the election for New Jersey State
Assembly coming up on Tuesday,
November 5, the question again comes
up related to what makes sense for us,
the people. The answer I have concluded is the team of Jon Bramnick
and Nancy Munoz.
Jon Bramnick and Nancy Munoz
have an overall governing track record
of clear common sense for what is
best for the people they represent.
They have been at the forefront of the
fight to end court mandated highdensity housing in our communities.
They have a plan to return development decisions back to local governments instead of appointed judges.
They are taking on insurance companies to make sure treatment prescribed
by our doctors is covered and that any
pre-existing conditions don’t disqualify us from coverage. In my opinion, these actions are that of common
sense and will help all of us.
Jon and Nancy have also been leading the charge to make New Jersey

more affordable. Not for a given party
or select group but for all the people
they represent. They have a plan to
cap state spending and cut income
taxes by 10 percent to make sure
more of our hard earned money remains with us so we decide how that
money can best serve ourselves, families and the charities we care about.
Essentially, Jon Bramnick and
Nancy Munoz have been fighting to
improve our community, cut taxes
and keep us safe. All of us. Their
common-sense approach to governing continues to be needed.
While I think highly of others seeking to win the New Jersey State Assembly, I am troubled by how far the
Democratic Party has moved in a
direction that is more about party and
not about us and the people they represent. This is not true of every member but certainly too many members
of the party. Party must never be
valued over country. That simply does
not make common sense.
On Tuesday, November 5, I will be
voting for Jon Bramnick and Nancy
Munoz for New Jersey State Assembly and I urge you to do the same. Not
for party but for us. All of us. It just
makes sense.
John Lazzarotti
Westfield
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Experience Matters
I am writing today in support of
Rob Benacchio for First Ward
Councilman. I was previously a
member of the WRC but am now
registered as an Independent voter
with friends and family on both
sides of the aisle. Having been
involved with many Committees and
having been elected to many private
Board seats and offices I have had
the wealth of much experience with
various components of what has
made Westfield be the Town we all
love and support. The community
leaders I have had the good fortune
to work with and learn from has
been an amazing journey. I am so
grateful for all I have learned. I
have always voted my conscience
and this election will be no different.
Having already cast my ballot by
mail, due to upcoming obligations,
I am comfortable with being public
with my choices.
I have had the unique opportunity
of previously (and currently)

working on committees with both
First Ward candidates. There is no
denying that both are nice people.
My choice is made when it comes
down to actually getting something
done and having an active level of
involvement. Rob has consistently
shown up, ready to work, always
with an open mind and always having
done his homework. The adage of “If
you want something done, ask a busy
person” comes to mind when I think
of Rob. For a long while we would be
at volunteer opportunities and, in
talking, realized we had similar goals
regarding our mutual desire to help
Westfield be the best it can be. Rob,
in addition to being an attorney, is
also a long time Westfield Board of
Adjustment member as well as a very
active coach for several of his
children’s sports teams. I have been
impressed with his work ethic, his
legal knowledge and his willingness
to roll up his sleeves to get things
done. He has a great perspective on

life and is always giving back to our
community. I have found him to be
reliable, transparent, conscientious
and good counsel. Genuine is the
word that I think of when describing
him to others. Rob’s ability to find
quick, logical solutions for current
day issues is impressive. I have
watched him always speak his
conscience, be accountable and
never just go along with the crowd.
An independent thinker, he listens
but does not judge…a great quality
needed in leadership.
I look forward to Rob bringing
his years of experience and wealth
of knowledge of Town of Westfield
matters to our Town Council when
he is elected. I have confidence that
he will serve and represent us well
in the First Ward and the whole of
Westfield.
Debby Burslem
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Rob's Plan: Expect More
ACCELERATE downtown revitalization
...with local support for local businesses.

BUILD a working neighborhood watch
...unity, visibility, and real-time information.

IMPROVE athletic ﬁelds and facilities
...no more out-of-town home games.

INVEST in roads and sidewalks
...partnerships to increase pedestrian safety.

My family taught me the importance of giving back. It is a privilege to serve my Town as a
ﬂag football, soccer, basketball, and softball coach, and as a member of the Board of
Adjustment. As a council member, I will give back to the neighbors in Ward 1 by
representing them with a commitment to people and public service. Together, we can
help Westﬁeld continue to be its best. - Rob
Paid for by Benacchio for Council, Rodger Studwell, Treasurer, 528 Forest Avenue, Westﬁeld, NJ 07090
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Ward 3

Ward 4

Jim Boyes

Mark Parmelee

Jenn Gilman

Scott Katz

Statement From Doug Stokes
It has been an honor to serve the
Westfield community for four years
as a 4th Ward councilperson. The
action that my colleagues and I have
taken has continued to make Westfield
a great place to live and raise a family.
I have acted on my slogan of “Taking
Pride In Westfield” by (to highlight a
few):
Paving more roads each year since
being elected.
Managing Westfield’s affordablehousing obligations (COAH) through
2025 – including keeping high-density housing out of the Armory location.
Serving on the Department of Public Works Committee and Public
Safety Committee to ensure that residents needs are met through paving,
road repair, tree maintenance/
plantings, improved striping of crosswalks and roadways for pedestrian
safety and extending meter hours for
more free parking downtown.
Working with colleagues and town
officials to create a 0.0 percent municipal tax rate for Westfield residents while keeping a $9.5-million
surplus and AAA bond rating as a
member of the Finance Committee
for the last several years. I personally
analyzed every line item in every
department to ensure fiscal responsibility!
Supported and approved promotions in our Police and Fire Departments, including Police Chief
Battiloro and Fire Chief Tiller.
In order to build upon my efforts
for neighbors in the Fourth Ward and
residents throughout town, I seek reelection by continuing to take “Pride
in Westfield” by choosing not to put
out lawn signs this election season to
avoid pitting neighbor versus neighbor and business versus business. My
slogan for this election is;
“Think Local! Support Westfield!!”
I am currently focused on representing all of Westfield to collaborate
with all members of the Town Council as a bipartisan, independent thinker
with the emphasis being on Westfield
residents, our downtown business
district and our quality of life:
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Statement From J. Brendan Galligan

Provided alternative solutions for
PSE&G high powered 69kv lines.
Together, with Councilman Contract
and neighbors, we kept these lines out
of our neighbors’ residences! I will
continue to be vigilant and fight for
our neighborhoods!
Maintaining and improving our
parks to ensure all residents, young
and old, can access and enjoy improved bike lanes, walking paths, picnic areas and playing fields.
Ensuring our downtown business
district is thriving by making Westfield
business friendly through changes in
town code and ordinances. This includes promoting businesses to improve daytime foot traffic and exploring solutions for improved parking
options. Saving the Rialto and other
historic landmarks is essential to our
downtown as well!
Working with local and state constituents to improve transportation
options for commuters and residents.
Seeking alternative/out of the box
solutions with my colleagues and
constituents of the town to keep our
neighborhoods safe and welcoming
for our residents and new neighbors
seeking Westfield as their future
home.
My wife and I have been volunteering in the Westfield community since
moving here in 2002 by actively giving time to PTO’s, animal shelters,
coaching youth sports, assisting religious organizations, Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, 4H, Westfield Memorial Library and so forth. As proud parents
of a Girl Scout Gold award recipient
and soon to be third Eagle Scout, our
children have proudly volunteered
their services for the Westfield community as well.
I believe in integrity and honesty. I
will continue to do the research, get
the facts, ask the uncomfortable questions to make informed decisions, not
popular ones! I truly take pride in
Westfield, think local and represent
not just the 4th Ward, but all of
Westfield!
Doug Stokes (R)
Westfield Councilman /Ward 4 Cand.

J. Brendan Galligan is seeking reelection to the Westfield Board of
Education. He is a life-long Westfield
resident and a Westfield High School
graduate. He, together with his fiancé,
Hannah, is looking forward to raising
his family here in town. Professionally, Mr. Galligan is a construction
estimator and project manager, having studied civil engineering and business management in college.
Mr. Galligan has proudly served
the Westfield community as a member of the board of education since
2012. During his tenure, he has served
on every board committee and currently chairs the Negotiations Committee and Policies Committee, having also chaired the Facilities and
Legislation committees in recent
years. As the most experienced and
qualified candidate on the ballot, he
pledges to continue to bring a pragmatic approach to every board decision.

Mr. Galligan’s dedication to improving public education does not
end at the town line. In addition to his
district obligations, for the last five
years, he has served as the district’s
representative to the Union County
School Board Association and the
New Jersey School Boards Association, ensuring Westfield remains an
active partner in educational policy
making. He also has served two years
as the UCSBA vice-president, and
spent four years diligently representing the 21st Legislative District as a
delegate of the NJSBA Legislation
Committee. Additionally, Mr.
Galligan has earned the Certified
Board Member certification through
the Board Member Academy.
In August 2019 he was named to
the New Jersey School Boards
Association’s Board of Directors.
J. Brendan Galligan
Candidate for Westfield Board of
Education

Support Doug Stokes for Re-election
As a Westfield resident for almost
35 years I am enthusiastic to support
Doug Stokes for reelection to the
Westfield Town Council representing
the 4th Ward. During his time on the
Town Council I have always found
Doug to be approachable, open to an
exchange of ideas and responsive to
resident concerns.
It is refreshing to note that Doug
represents a return to the days of
yesteryear when residents ran to serve
Westfield with the sole interest of
giving back to our town. While
candidates ran based on party
affiliation that was seemingly more
for ballot placement than party politics.
Regardless of party affiliation
candidates had one objective – to make
Westfield the best town to live in
while being fiscally responsible to
stretch our tax dollars as far as possible
before any increase.
Party ideology and issues did not
enter local races, those were left for
the County, State and National levels.
Lawn signs, bumper stickers,
magnets, t-shirts, out of town

Jen Blumenstock,
Marc Lazarow & Russ Graham

campaign contributions, etc. were
never seen. It is refreshing that the
fourth ward will not be littered with
Doug Stokes lawn signs. A nice
reduction to his carbon footprint as
he campaigns.
I hope that all who will vote in this
Town Council election will support
the candidate they believe will make
Westfield the best town it can be at the
lowest tax cost leaving party politics
and affiliation out of their decision.
As we all know both parties leave a lot
to be desired and their partisanship,
ideology and platforms should not
enter our Council chambers.
Let’s elect town council members
whose sole interest is to serve Westfield
guided by what is best for Westfield
irrespective of the platforms or the
face of their party on a State or National
Level. For me that is Doug Stokes to
represent the 4th Ward.
Tom Madaras
Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Learn more at
Westfield
Together
.com
Paid for by Westfield Democratic Committee, 772 Prospect street, westfield, nj 07090

Statement From Brian Lopez
In the over 50 years that I have been
a resident of Cranford, I never witnessed the divide that exists within
our town. In October of 2018, the
current Cranford BOE introduced the
Reimagine Plan. For those who are
unfamiliar, Reimagine would have
eliminated our fabulous neighborhood schools and transformed our
beautiful, walking town into a busing
city. I listened to countless neighbors,
friends and colleagues, speak in anguished tones about negative effects
this policy would have upon their
children and the community. As a
lifelong resident, who had the privilege of attending our neighborhood
schools, their concerns truly resonated with me. Witnessing the despair and anger that was evident
amongst my fellow residents, propelled my candidacy.
As a result of the Reimagine plan,
Cranford has succumbed to vitriolic
behavior and this has trickled down
to the BOE race. In example, my wife
and I have been attacked for having
no children. Even more surprising,
there have been social media attacks
based upon that I am a retired Cranford
police officer. I believe these components of my life are an asset to the
board. Please allow me to explain.
As a candidate without children, I
can approach the issues at hand without any bias. I will not envision how
my decisions will benefit my own
children, but only how it impacts the
close to 4,000 children enrolled in the
Cranford schools and the taxpayers in
our town.Additionally, I offer a complementary perspective the to current BOE
members, as they are unaware of the
rationale for childless residents like
myself to remain in Cranford.
One of the most cited reasons for
families to move to and raise their
children in Cranford is our stellar public school system. Our highly-rated
school district also benefits residents
without children. The obvious reason
exists in the inextricable relationship
between school ratings and property
values. However, there are other, perhaps more valuable benefits for residents like my wife and myself.

Research supports a strong correlation between quality schools and community satisfaction. In a study published in the Journal of Urban Affairs,
the authors Zachary and Jennifer Neal,
present a compelling case as to how
communities with strong public schools
are inevitably found in communities
where residents tend to exhibit a greater
sense of civic responsibility. Residents
in these communities, with or without
children, are more likely to benefit from
the social network that extends beyond
the school system.
I have experienced this sense of community countless times throughout my
life in Cranford. Some were in happier
occasions as a spectator at town wide
events, like the annual Scarecrow Stroll.
Others occurred in more trying times,
such as after natural disasters, whereas
both a resident and a police officer, I
witnessed the strong bonds and connectivity of Cranford’s residents.
When I reflect on why residents,
like myself make the concerted choice
to stay in Cranford, and pay property
taxes that are amongst the highest in
the United States, I think of the joy
that living in this great town brought
to me as a child and now as a married
man. The top rated schools provided
me with the educational foundation
to be college ready and receive my
degree from Seton Hall University.
This coupled with a strong sense of
community and civic responsibility,
compelled me to dedicate my professional life to serving a police officer
and detective with the Cranford Police Department. I would like to continue to give back and serve on the
Cranford Board of Education to represent the children of our community
and all taxpayers.
Brian Lopez
Candidate For Cranford Board of
Education
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Real Action. Real Results.
What’s Next for Garwood
Keep Garwood’s municipal taxes low by researching and applying for
grants, identifying new revenue sources, and performing comprehensive
cost review.
Increase road paving, provide updates on paving projects through mobile
ƋåƻƋĹŅƋĜĀÏ±ƋĜŅĹŸ±ĹÚ±ĬĬŅƵųåŸĜÚåĹƋŸƋŅųåŧƚåŸƋŞŅƋĘŅĬåųåŞ±ĜųŸŅĹĬĜĹåţ
Expand engagement with local businesses and the Garwood community
through more town-wide events and launching an online informational
video series.
Advocate for the peak one-seat ride on the Raritan Valley Line
and push for increased stops in Garwood by continuing to work with
local groups and the State government.

Vote Column A on November 5th
www.Dems4Garwood.com •

ƐǇŽƵƌĐƵƌƌĞŶƚĐŽƵŶĐŝůƉĞƌƐŽŶ͕/ĂŵƉƌŽƵĚŽĨŵǇŵĂŶǇĂĐĐŽŵƉůŝƐŚŵĞŶƚƐ
ƐƵĐŚĂƐ͖
 ^ĞƌǀĞĚĂƐĂůĞĂĚĞƌŝŶĂďŝƉĂƌƚŝƐĂŶĞĨĨŽƌƚƚŽƉƌŽƚĞĐƚŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚƐ
ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚϲϵŬǀůŝŶĞƐĨƌŽŵW^Θ'
 ĚǀŽĐĂƚĞĨŽƌKŶĞͲ^ĞĂƚZŝĚĞƐ
 ^ƵƉƉŽƌƚĞƌŽĨŵŽƌĞƉĂƌŬƐĨŽƌĂƚŚůĞƚŝĐƚĞĂŵƐ
 ŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĂƚĞĚĞĨĨŽƌƚƐŽŶƉĞĚĞƐƚƌŝĂŶƐĂĨĞƚǇŵĞĂƐƵƌĞƐ
 ^ƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵůůǇƉĂǀĞĚŵŽƌĞƌŽĂĚƐŝŶƚŚĞϰƚŚ tĂƌĚƐŝŶĐĞďĞŝŶŐĞůĞĐƚĞĚŝŶ
ϮϬϭϱ
 ƵƌƚĂŝůĞĚŽǀĞƌďƵŝůĚŝŶŐŝŶŽƵƌŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚƐ
 /ŵĂĚĞĂƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůĐŚŽŝĐĞŶŽƚƚŽƉƵƚŽƵƚůĂǁŶƐŝŐŶƐĂƌŽƵŶĚƚŚĞƚŽǁŶ
ƐǇŽƵƌĐƵƌƌĞŶƚĐŽƵŶĐŝůƉĞƌƐŽŶŝŶƚŚĞϰƚŚ tĂƌĚ͕/ŚĂǀĞƚĂŬĞŶƚŚĞĂƉƉƌŽĂĐŚ
ƚŽƐĞƌǀĞĨŝƌƐƚĂŶĚĨŽƌĞŵŽƐƚǁŝƚŚŚŽŶĞƐƚǇĂŶĚŝŶƚĞŐƌŝƚǇ͘^ŽŵĞƚŝŵĞƐƚŚŝƐŝƐ
ŶŽƚƚŚĞŵŽƐƚƉŽƉƵůĂƌǀŽƚĞ͕ďƵƚŝƚƐĞƌǀĞƐƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŝŶĂƉŽƐŝƚŝǀĞĂŶĚ
ƉƌŽĚƵĐƚŝǀĞŵĂŶŶĞƌ͘

KŶEŽǀĞŵďĞƌϱƚŚ͕ƉůĞĂƐĞĐŽŵĞŽƵƚĂŶĚǀŽƚĞĨŽƌĂĐĂŶĚŝĚĂƚĞƚŚĂƚŝƐŶŽŶͲ
ƉĂƌƚŝƐĂŶĂŶĚĨŽƌƚŚĞďĞƐƚŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŽĨƚŚĞƚŽǁŶĂŶĚŽƵƌĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘

ZĞͲůĞĐƚ ŽƵŐ^ƚŽŬĞƐ͊
ϰƚŚ tĂƌĚŽƵŶĐŝůƉĞƌƐŽŶ

@Dems4Garwood
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On Tuesday November 5th, Vote For Rich Bodmer Running For Town Council Ward 2
14. 62-66 Elm Street - VACANT

Bus our kids out of town?
In addition to the importance we place on following our local election is a
major issue of importance that deserves our attention on the state level. It
concerns shuffling the school age children within each county. Putting our
kids on buses to neighboring communities, and kids from neighboring
communities being bused into ours. In Trenton under direction from the
Governor, the NJ Department of Education (NJDOE) proposes that all of the
township Boards of Education be combined. This would mean that Westfield
would have very little say in how our schools are managed. The idea behind
this NJDOE plan is to lower the cost of education for each town. Please know
that Westfield pays the Board of Education north of $121 Million dollars a
year from taxes the town collects. Let me repeat that, Westfield pays north of
$121 Million dollars in taxes to the Board of Education each year. To put this
into perspective Westfield only collects around $170 Million dollars a year in
total (about 70% is going to education).

15. 76 Elm Street - VACANT
16. 118-126 Elm Street (3 stores VACANT)
17. 138 Elm Street - VACANT
18. 189 Elm Street - VACANT
19. 215 Elmer Street - VACANT
20. 204 Lenox Avenue - VACANT
21. 220 Lenox Avenue (2nd floor office space) - VACANT

If you believe that property owners in Westfield have the same priorities in
terms of the proposal to bus school age children from one district to
another/combine local boards of education, think again.
Now for any of you that read my letters to the editor about the value of our
homes, you might remember that I think of the value of our homes has three
spokes. Spoke one: Schools/Education. Spoke two: The physicality of the
home (remodeling/how many bedrooms, etc.). Spoke three: The Downtown.
Well, spoke three is already bent with 27 vacant storefronts. If something
happens to spoke one (Schools/Education), we have lost more value on our
homes. Frightening? Well, every time I mention this to a Westfield resident, I
am told the town would never allow this. If our town supports the Governor
and the Board of Education on this program our entire town will lose its
value.
Please ask the candidates from your ward how they feel about this issue. I
can assure you, I will not use one-seat ride train seats as a negotiating chip
with the Governor to risk losing control of the Westfield Board of Education.
My Apology
I would like to apologize to the town of Westfield for not attending the
debates held last Monday.
Based off of a letter submitted to the Tap from Rupa Motwani, Chairwoman,
Westfield Democratic CMTE, here is what I request from the Democratic
Party for me to debate my opponent:
“Please tell Rupa that I will debate Mark Parmalee once I see a letter in the
paper from the mayor and from Rupa condemning the actions of Brindle’s
bullies and they supply a statement stating that they have no influence or
participation in any way with the smear campaigns that have been going on
for the last three months. Also tell them that we want a statement as to the
leader board and we would like to know what kind of capital they have been
paying.”
Now let me explain, the Democrats have been paying people from Westfield
and all over the country to smear the Republican candidates in the Westfield
2019 election through social media. The reason we know this, is because we
discovered a Democratic Leader Board on the Westfield Democratic
webpage. On this back-office webpage we found a weekly and monthly tally
of the leaders and discussing capital payments. The more you smear the
more capital you earn. After discovering this leader board we presented it to
the local news organizations. Within hours of notifying the press the
webpage was taken down.
What the Dems have done is known as Weaponizing social media. These
hired guns have been creating lies and spreading them with hundreds of
thousands of posts.
The objective in these attacks is to manipulate the conversation about a
candidate and their positions. These hired extremist are targeting Republican
candidates through Facebook, tweets, etc. creating giant smear campaigns
that are used as a weapon against the Republican candidates. “This is a
classic intimidation tactic: mass-posting at someone’s account to scream
them into silence”.
I have lived in this town since 1970. I ask all of you to contact any and all that
are involved in our town government and or running for government in
Westfield and ask them about these social Bullies. Also, please watch how
they attack me and call me a liar over the next few weeks. The good thing is,
we took pictures of the leader board so that I can prove that I am not lying.
Once again I do apologize to Westfield for not making the debate, but if the
Dems leadership and my opponent will not prove that campaign funds have
not been used to pay these extremists, participating or steering these bullies
we don’t have a great deal to discuss. Now it is time for the Demorcats to
apologize. Vote For Bodmer Town Council Ward 2.
Ghost-Town
Brand recognition is a very important element when you are running for
office. It used to be, a knock on the door and a conversation with your
neighbors and the job was done. Well, the internet has certainly changed
those days. Now within seconds messages from around the world are now in
your in-box. A lawn sign being stolen off of someone’s property does not
even move the dial. The smear campaign is the new norm. The down side,
you work and do all the right things your entire life and with the stroke of a
key or an altered picture your credibility is attacked with lies. The upside,
people that have known you for 50 years see this as a horrible smear
campaign and decide they don’t want these types of Government tactics and
come to your support. Thank You.
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Liz-ard, O-fear-able and Lurch (there are 10
other names we could have used that they hide behind) for doubling my
name recognition and reminding so many people of all of my business and
personal success such as: The CLUBHOUSE, Shout, NFL, Real estate developer
and my involvement with over 70 charities. Their goal is to distract you from
the real issue, our ghost downtown.
As of September 5, 2019, the following buildings are empty downtown:
1. 21 E. Broad Street - VACANT
2. 109 E. Broad Street - VACANT
3. 129 E. Broad Street - VACANT
4. 233-235 E. Broad Street - VACANT
5. 250 E. Broad Street - VACANT
6. 253 E. Broad Street - VACANT
7. 266 E. Broad Street - VACANT
8. 21 Elm Street - VACANT
9. 23 Elm Street - VACANT
10. 33 Elm Street - VACANT
11. 47 Elm Street - VACANT
12. 52 Elm Street - VACANT
13. 58 Elm Street - VACANT

Raising children with all of the craziness that we see in the news makes a
vibrant downtown an important tool in raising your children. Remember “It
takes a village to raise a child”. Our village now has 22 vacant store fronts. I
am running for Town Council, I have the business background to help the
present administration solve this dangerous problem.
The value in a cup of coffee

22. 226 North Avenue W. - VACANT
23. 231 North Avenue W. (office space on second floor) - VACANT

“I would like to get downtown Westfield to be more like it was when I was
growing up here”.

24. 241 North Avenue W. (3rd floor office space) - VACANT
25. 251 North Avenue W. - VACANT

If you believe that State of NJ will be lowering our annual taxes anytime
soon, I am guessing you have not lived in NJ for very long. The Board of
Education and the state will find new and different ways of spending the
tax money/your money.

surrounding businesses. Diner, shopping, ice cream or a cup of coffee before
or after seeing a movie is what we a losing. In other words the Rialto brings
business to our downtown. But more importantly it is a part of your
children’s youth that has been taken away.

26. 411 North Avenue W. (new building next to the firehouse) - VACANT
27. 600 South Avenue W. - VACANT

I was told: “you can’t say that if you want to win, it’s not the same Westfield”.
What?

Our Town of Westfield has helped me enjoy my life in so many ways

All I have ever wanted to do was race cars. At 15, I went looking for a job,
back when gas stations repaired cars. My plan was to get a job, buy a car and
work on it till I was old enough to drive. So, I went to each station and
explained about my mechanical ability and motivation. All offered me a job at
$3.75 an hour except one that offered $3.50. I went back to my $3.50 offer
with the intention of convincing the owner to offer me the additional .25
cents. What I didn’t expect was his reply “wouldn’t it be worth .25 cents to
learn how to deal with people?” delivered from the biggest smile you’ve ever
seen. “Think about it and get back to me.”

For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Richard Bodmer. I have been
a member of the Westfield Community since 1970. You might remember my
mother Jacqueline Bodmer and my father Dick Bodmer; both were very active
in the community, church, the choir, our Westfield Community Players, etc. My
parents were the first in our family to move here, and this move changed the
trajectory of my life. Please grant me a few minutes to explain why. My hope is
that this story inspires you to reflect on the choice you made to live here and
set up roots.

I could not shake those words. Looking back on it, he was challenging me to
invest in myself. The next afternoon I accepted my $3.50 an hour job at
Romeo’s Gulf. From the day I started I began to learn. I watched how Russell
would make each customer feel at ease and assure them he would take care
of their car. He was a great business owner; he taught me to listen, to be kind
and to realize how important helping these families was. He would fix
peoples cars that couldn’t afford the repair and let them pay over time. He
understood what community meant and how his business was an important
part of that community.

There are 13 vacant storefronts between the train station and Trader Joe’s on
Elm Street. Before the last election there were 14 vacant storefronts in whole
town.
As a businessman, I have been a tenant, landlord, developer and builder. I can
make a difference in our downtown. Please ask someone that really knows me.

It was the spring of 1986, I had come home from the University of Delaware
with my girlfriend, one of my football teammates and his girlfriend for the
weekend. For my teammate and me our college football days were over, we
were seniors (no spring football).
We decided to spend the weekend at my home in Westfield because we could
easily take the train into NYC for dinner and a show. On our way into NY, we
were standing on the platform (waiting for the connecting train) and looking
around. Further down the platform we noticed what looked like a homeless
man. He was wearing a long tan colored coat that was filthy, and had long hair
and a beard. It looked as though he hadn’t washed in weeks. As we noticed the
man, he noticed us. He started walking towards us. I could only assume that he
was coming over to ask for money; he was now about 100 feet away from us. As
he got closer, I remember saying to my football friend, “here we go.” I had
imagined that the disheveled man was going to go into a song and dance as to
why we needed to give him our money. Then, when he was within 25 feet of
where we were standing, I could feel him staring at me. He stepped even closer
and spoke directly to me, “Rich, Rich Bodmer it’s me, Bill from Queen of Peace.”
I almost fell over. It was one of the kids I had gone to school with from nursery
school all the way up through 7th grade. It was back in the summer between
7th and 8th grade when my family moved out of town, to Westfield. Bill and I
had gone to school together all those years ago. I could not believe he
recognized me. The last time I saw him I was 13 years old. I might have been
5’8" at 110LBS then. Now, I was 6’5" 248LBS. and about to report to football
camp for the Miami Dolphins.
Bill spent the next 15 minutes telling me about his struggles. He also told of
various horror stories related to other kids that we were friends with back then.
It was a roster of overdoses, jail time, sadness and loss. I could not believe that
those kids, the ones that I had received my first Holy Communion with, was
confirmed with, and who at the time had such promising lives, had gone so out
of control.
As the NY train finally arrived I wished Bill well, we parted ways and I got on the
train with my friends. I reviewed what had just happened on the platform and
explained that when my parents told me about the move, I wasn’t having it. All
of my friends were there. Friends I had known my whole life. I did not want to
go. Against my objections we did move, my parents wanted something different
for us and I didn’t see it then.
The next morning I went into the kitchen and began hugging my mother and
thanking her. She began to ask me what was wrong (as only a mother can do). I
told her nothing was wrong and how thankful I was that she and my father
made me move to Westfield so many years ago. I told her about the encounter
with Bill on the train platform the day before; she remembered him. She also
remembered the other kids that Bill and I talked about. It made us stop and
appreciate how the move to Westfield impacted our family.
The Westfield community has been a great place to invest our lives, and it will
continue to be this. Our town is filled with people who understand working
hard, the power of a good education, supporting our businesses and neighbors.
It’s an incredible place to live. I am a second generation Westfield resident, and
I would like to sustain the important values of our community while moving our
great town into the future. I would like to serve you in our local government as
town councilman. I have decided to run on the Republican ticket in November
for Town Council, Ward 2 to keep our community strong. Your vote for me is a
vote to strengthen and keep our community strong. Vote for Bodmer.
Save the Rialto
As I came down the stairs into my kitchen, my mom asked me “where you going
and what are you dressed up for?” As I could feel the blood rushing to my face I
said “downtown to the movies”. Before I could be discovered I went out the
back door and jumped on to my bike. What I didn’t reveal to my mom as I was
pedaling away was I was going on my first date since we had moved into the
town.
As I arrived downtown I met my date and we headed into the Rialto. After
tickets were paid for it was off to the snack bar. My order was a bag of popcorn
to share along with some drinks. Popcorn is the perfect snack for a first date.
You see, in the mind of a 14 year old boy you have to plan the perfect first date.
A boy at this age will spend many hours planning this very important moment in
his life. It is the beginning of manhood. Popcorn is a major component in a
strategic plan. The idea is that during the movie you happen to brush hands as
you both reach for some popcorn. Based off of her reaction you would know
whether you could try and hold her hand as you were leaving the Rialto. This
very scientific plan has been perfected throughout time. Besides that Kevin’s
much older brother Tommy who was 16 told me.

The best lesson: always have a pot of coffee brewing. Russell made the worst
coffee, but that didn’t stop the town fathers stopping for a cup. Coffee and
discussions that covered everything: economy, government, kids, but the
worst were the tragedies. The sadness that affects every town as time passes:
the loss of a family member or a loved one, a car crash, sickness. Discussion
was the main ingredient stirred in with the cream and sugar. Questions, how
it occurred and how the community might support those in need. I listened
and learned from the people of Downtown Westfield how to become a better
man. They taught me it was never about me, it was always about us as a
community.
Time after time watching how this town rallies to help its own, someone’s
hospital bills, cleaning a yard or just a helping hand, Westfield is a great town.
Differences of opinion, was always embraced at Romeo’s Gulf. So, I will wish
you and your families some of the kindness, wisdom and love this town gave
me growing up. Westfield, please hold on to the kind soul this town has
always had, by stirring in a little community in your next cup of coffee.
I became a licensed NASCAR driver in 1993. Thanks Russell, best .25 cents
ever spent. Vote for Bodmer, Ward 2.
Christmas Break
For anyone that has ever been involved with collegiate sports you will know
that there isn’t much time to do anything except go to classes and play your
sport. Should you be lucky enough to have your school pay for education, you
will also know that it is a bit of a double edged sword. You see not only do
you not have the time for a job, but the NCAA has rules that eliminate you
from working. A job could affect you eligibility. So, most collage athletes
come home for the holidays with no money in their pockets.
My brother Stephen and I were both playing football in college and fortunate
enough to have our sport support our education. But, we were unable to
work, so when we came home for Christmas break we didn’t have much
money for Christmas. To give you an idea of the timeline, the VCR was the
new big rage in the electronics world. When we asked our mother what dad
might want for Christmas? She told us how all of our father’s friends were so
excited about their VCR’s.
Well, knowing that the few dollars my brother and I had in our pockets was
not going to pay for a VCR. I decided to go downtown Westfield to see if I
could find a gift for my dad. Back then every store front in Westfield was
filled with great shops. It was always so much fun to be downtown leading up
to the holidays. It was like a great reunion of every graduation class. As I was
bouncing from store to store, I stopped in to Elm Radio to visit my friend Rick
Schadle. Rick’s family owned Elm Radio at the time. For anyone that has not
been in the store, they carry a large assortment of items for washing
machines to radios. As Rick and I were catching up, I noticed several models
of VCR’s on the shelf. I walked over to take a look and asked Rick how much
they cost. I think they started at $299.00 and went up from there. I explained
to him about my dad wanting one and how far away it was from my brother
and my budget. While I was looking the VCR’s over, Rick excuse himself and
went to the back of the store. When Rick returned, he asked me “how much
money I had?” $50.00 I said, why? He said “give me the $50.00 and pay me
the rest when you can, Merry Christmas” as he handed me a brand new VCR.
I couldn’t believe it, he and his family business had made our family’s
Christmas. Needless to say the VCR was the hit on Christmas morning.
Westfield has so many stores in town that are owned and operated by people
you can walk in and talk to. If you go into Jay’s Cycles, Sole’ shoes, Hershey’s
Subs and so many other stores, there will be a Jay, Anna or Jerry there to help
you. Sure they are there to sell their products, but they are also there to
support you and family. The holidays will be here before you know it, so
before you hop on your computer consider that you need the downtown as
much as the downtown needs you. Please shop in downtown Westfield.

https://www.facebook.com/Save-the-Rialto109724090396364/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.facebook.com/voteforbodmer
voteforbodmer@gmail.com

VoTE!

When I got home that night my mom and dad were in the living room watching
TV. My mom asked how I liked the movie? Before I could even answer my father
said “Your mom really wants to know, how was your date?” You see nether of
them were ever concerned about where I was. Because they knew if I was on
my bike I was going somewhere in town. They never had to be concerned the
entire time I was growing up in Westfield.
The Rialto has just closed. Yes, it might not have been a state of the art theater
but was one of the most valuable businesses in Westfield. The Rialto was a
destination business, meaning people from outside of Westfield and town went
there for a reason. No one from another town is coming to Westfield just for a
coffee. In most cases, a night at the Rialto would be a feeder system to the
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Patricia Quattrocchi Statement
As October draws to a close what
has been referred to as “the silly season” does as well. With Election Day
barely four days away it is the appropriate time to remind voters why I am
running for the New Jersey General
Assembly representing District 22 and
what I stand for.
Currently, there is 57 Democrats
and 26 Republicans in the Assembly,
35 Democrats and 15 Republicans in
the Senate and no Republicans on the
Union County Freeholder Board in
over 18 years. Also, both of our federal Senators are Democratic and only
one GOP Congressman represents the
entire state; all the 11 others are Democrats. Therefore many residents are
living with “taxation without representation” and tax our state government certainly does. Both of our incumbent Assembly members for the
22nd Legislative District, Linda
Carter and James Kennedy, have never
voted against increasing a tax or a fee.
Voters should know that I have signed
a pledge that I will not vote yes for
any measure that will increase taxes/
fees to the residents. It is quite simple
really, for me a promise is a promise
and not a “we’ll see.” Feel free to ask
my seven kids about that. Just a reminder; Mark Twain said: “When a
majority becomes too many it is time

Statement from
Patrick Justin Fahey
I am asking for your vote to the
Westfield Board of Education on November 5th.
I believe the safety of our children
is of the utmost importance and that
the incident at Tamaques School must
serve as a wake-up call on which we
can’t hit the snooze button. It is time
to be proactive. If elected I will work
hard for the students of the Westfield
School District and promise to be
fiscally responsible to keep taxes low
in this town we all love.
Patrick Justin Fahey
Candidate for Westfield Board of
Education

for a change.” District 22 certainly
needs a change.
While giving a speech recently at
Rowan University, our Governor Phil
Murphy actually stated: “If you’re a
one-issue voter and tax rate is your
issue, either a family or a business, if
that’s the only basis on which you’re
going to make a decision, we’re probably not your state.” Well excuse me.
Our personal finances are probably
the most important thing when it
comes to our families survival. New
Jersey residents have recently been
saddled with a rain tax, a parking
meter tax and just last week a tax on
pumpkins. Also coming soon the sales
tax will go back up as the 2016 gas tax
increase of 185 percent is just not
generating enough shekles to pay for
Murphy’s giveaways. New Jersey is
lagging behind the rest of the country
economically because it is so difficult
and expensive to do business here, so
changes need to be made. No more
sanctuary state, and medical decisions should be made between patients and their doctors not by the
insurance company. I experienced it
again just this week. And towns should
be able to decide for themselves what
to build where and not be told by the
courts. (And while I am at it something needs to be done about the endless nonsensical sales calls for car
insurance, paying off my nonexistent
student loans, getting a lower rate on
the credit cards I don’t have, and a
personal favorite solar panels for the
garden apartment I downsized to three
years ago.)
I ask that the residents of the 22nd
District, which includes Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, who want a new day in
NJ to cast their ballots for me on
November 5th. Understand that I care
about your family as I care about my
own and together we can keep NJ a
wonderful place to reside with our
families.. To learn more about me
visit my Facebook Page at “ Pat Q for
Dist 22.”
Patricia Quattrocchi (R), Clark
State Assembly Candidate, District 22

Statement From Rebecca Williams
I am running for reelection for a
full term because I am committed to
public service and I see how important it is have a strong body to represent and serve all 21 municipalities. I closely examine the county
budget to ensure that we are maintaining high-quality services. The
result is a good, responsible county
budget that has stayed below the 2
percent cap.
I continue to advocate for shared
services as part of the “Best Practices”
continuum to help save tax dollars, and
I remain open and accessible to all
constituents across the county and they
can (and do!) always reach me. I follow

up on their concerns, and I reach back
to them to ensure that they are satisfied.
I remain mindful of the needs of our
residents as we advance our progressive agenda on their behalf. It is my
distinct pleasure to work with Freeholder Chair Bette Jane Kowalski, Freeholder Sergio Granados, and Surrogate
James LaCorte—all ethical, effective,
dependable, and dedicated public servants with exemplary public service
records. I am proud to be a part of this
Democratic team.
Rebecca Williams (D), Plainfield
Freeholder And Candidate

Robbie Beth Drossner, MD Office Reopening
The general and cosmetic
dermatology practice of Doctor
Robbie Beth Drossner is pleased to
announce that we will be reopening
on November 5, 2019. As always, we
will be available to treat our loyal
and devoted patients as well as
accepting new patients of all ages.
Doctor Drossner seeks to provide
the highest quality individualized care
for every patient and participates with
both Medicare and most Blue Cross/
Shield Insurance Plans.
Our office offers a complete line of
award winning skin care products
and Doctor Drossner personally
assesses which products are best for
each patient who is interested in
advanced skin care and anti-aging
regimens. Long lasting dermal fillers

and Botox injections are also
available.
A certified experienced esthetician
is on staff and available, by
appointment, for facials and chemical
peels.
Please visit us at 2350 South
Avenue in Scotch Plains and contact
us for more information or to make
an appointment at 908-232-6668.
And be sure to look for our
informative dermatology articles and
special monthly offerings on our
website
at
www.robbiebethdrossnermd.com
WE LOOK FORWARD TO
HEARING FROM YOU!
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Statement from Rich Bodmer
As a Navy veteran, working with
our vets have been an important part
of my life.
Over the years I have worked
with many charities and organizations to help raise awareness of the
issues facing our veterans, including VetREST and Community Hope.
VetREST provides coaches to help
our nation’s vets suffering from Post
Traumatic Stress (PTS). Community Hope provides housing and
support services for veterans and
individuals to overcome mental illnesses, addiction, homelessness and
poverty.
In 2017, my NASCAR team Race
to Remember (RTR) partnered with
Momentum Solar and its “Give Back”
program to benefit the USO of Metropolitan New York (USOMNY)
throughout the 2017 racing season.
An article regarding this partnership
was written by solarreview.com and I
was quoted as saying, “I’m now working with Momentum to not only help
educate homeowners and business
owners on the benefits of solar en-

ergy, but to bring awareness to veterans that are struggling,” said Mr.
Bodmer. “We look forward to networking at the New York Auto Show,
help raise as many donations as we
can, and recruit veterans who are looking to reenter the workforce.”
One of my greatest honors while
severing in the Navy was being one of
the 10 men selected to be the
President’s Honor Guard. Honor,
pride and integrity are the qualities I
have tried to live my life by. Today, I
woke up with great pride as I watched
the President describe a victory by a
team I am so proud to have been a part
of the United States military. Well
done team.
My experience in helping our vets
and the charities and organizations
that provide them with assistance in
finding jobs, counseling, and homes,
will only aid my efforts in working for
and supporting the Westfield community as a Town Council member.
Rich Bodmer(R)
Westfield Ward 2 Town Council
Candidate

Statement From Bette Jane Kowalski
I am running for reelection as a
Freeholder to continue to serve the
people of Union County’s 21 cities
and towns. Sergio Granados, Rebecca
Williams and I – your Column A
Freeholder Team – are committed to
making life better for all our Union
County residents.
We have done our best to keep
County tax increases to a minimum,
and this year we were under 2 percent
for the second year in a row.
We continue to provide assistance
to our municipalities with grants used
for: infrastructure, kids’ recreation,
public safety, children’s library programs, and the arts.
With the Raritan Valley Rail Coalition, we have worked to have direct
rail service to New York restored. We
stood with our riders at the Westfield
Train Station when NJ Transit an-

nounced that the one-seat ride in offpeak hours would resume on November 4.
We have initiated programs for
women, the LGBTQ community, seniors, and our under-served communities. This year, we are conducting a
social services survey to see how to
improve services. Our commitment
to developing a Rahway River flood
control plan is ongoing
All of the above is in addition to the
day-to-day work of maintaining the
parks, roads, and facilities of Union
County. For my colleagues, Freeholders Sergio Granados and Rebecca
Williams, and myself, I ask for your
support on November 5.
Freeholder and Candidate Bette Jane
Kowalski (D)
Cranford

Statement From Veronica Doyle
As a candidate for the Cranford
Board of Education I am encouraged
with the outpouring of support that I
continue to receive. I cannot thank
everyone enough for their words of
encouragement.
Talking with residents they continue to express their support of our
neighborhood schools. They also support a fiscally-responsible board that
ensures every child is provided an
equal education.
As I have stated throughout my
campaign, I promise to:
Advocate for every child to ensure
each individually thrives and achieves
academic excellence;

Work with corporations to obtain
corporate grant investments and lobby
Trenton to increase our school funding
to balance our existing tax revenue;
Work with fellow board members to
continue the evaluation process of our
academic standards for our walk-able
neighborhood schools to enhance our
early childhood programs, to place
technology curriculum, and special
education on a path of exceeding standards;
Establish committees to work with
fellow board members and the administration to provide clear communications for teachers and parents regarding issues and resolutions that
arise within our schools to place “Our
Children First.”
Veronica Doyle
Candidate for Cranford Board of
Education

Jay Morris Statement
I am not running because I have
political connections or want them. I
am not running as a career move. I am
not running for recognition.
I am running because there is a
growing number of people, including
myself, who feel like they do not have
a voice in this borough. I do not owe
favors to anyone. I am not controlled
by a party. I do not have any donors
pulling the strings. I want to make
sure that decisions made benefit the
most people possible. It’s time for a
new perspective in Fanwood!
Jay Morris(R)
Candidate For Fanwood Council

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

Councilman LoGrippo with Campaign Manager Jacqueline Neely at this year's Westfield
PAL Breast Cancer flag football game.

Mark LoGrippo: My Friend
and Councilman
Dear Neighbors,
One of the many reasons my
husband and I chose Westfield was
for the “small town” feel. I’ve always
romanticized Westfield as the
storybook, “Friday Night Lights”
type of town, and I couldn’t imagine
a better backdrop to starting our
family.
A few months into moving to
Westfield, I met Mark LoGrippo and
his family. The LoGrippos embodied
everything you’d want in neighbors.
Mark and his wife are extremely warm
and inviting, and their two children
are bright, respectful, classy young
children. Both Mark and Maria work
full-time, their kids play multiple
competitive sports, and yet they find
the time to be active and engaged
members of the community.
I’ve attended multiple town events
with Mark over the past 6 months
where I’ve met many Westfield
residents. Each person’s story is
consistent: “Mark is a great guy who
gets the job done.” When we’re out
knocking on doors, I hear residents
thank him for getting a tree planted in
their yard or having their street paved.
I’ve gone with him to Westfield
Neighborhood Council events and to
many of our southside businesses
where he is on a first-name basis with
the owners. Beyond all of the above,
the most common reply I hear from
people is that Mark LoGrippo is
responsive, he follows through, and
his friendships and relationships with
Westfield residents are genuine and
unconditional. People who know
Mark aren’t swayed by the
disingenuous attempts to discredit
his hard work and service to the Town
of Westfield.
My husband and I both work fulltime with a 17-month-old in daycare.
When I first joined “Team LoGrippo”
as volunteer Campaign Manager, it
was with two objectives…to meet
people and to build friendships and
connections in Westfield. Thanks to
Mark and his family, I have done
exactly that! Along the way, I’ve also
become personally invested in seeing
this town succeed. So, for all of the
reasons listed above and more, I
choose to support Mark LoGrippo

and his re-election to Westfield Town
Council.
Reflecting back on the last 6
months, I can say with confidence we
ran a campaign that was authentic
and inclusive - that brought together
volunteers from “opposing sides” in
support of the greater good of the
community. We are team of Westfield
residents, perhaps with mixed
political beliefs, who just want the
best for our families and children –
what local politics should be about.
Together, we believe that Mark
LoGrippo is the best person for that
job. As they say, he is “one the good
ones.”
We first moved to Westfield mid2017 election cycle. When the Ward
3 Democratic Council candidate
knocked at my door that summer, he
made a point to tell me that I was an
independent woman, and that I should
feel empowered to vote for whoever
I wanted to come November. The
insinuation was that I should feel
permitted to “vote Democrat” even
though my husband was a known
“Republican.” I’ve had similar
conversations over the years, and I’m
disappointed by how easy it is for
people to typecast me. I support good
human beings regardless of their party
affiliation, as I believe everyone
should be empowered to do. At the
end of the day, the only thing
consistent about my voting record is
the two times I voted for President
Barack Obama (and I’d vote for him
a third time!!).
Whatever the outcome on
November 5th, I am forever grateful
for the kindness that Mark and his
family have shown to me and mine
over the past 2 years, and I deeply
value the friendship we’ve formed. I
am honored to have served as his
campaign manager, and I look
forward to continuing to support him
in any way that I can!
Thank you,
Jacqueline Neely
Ward 3 Resident, Working Mom,
Independent Voter & LoGrippo for
Council Campaign Manager
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3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates

Joanne Rajoppi
Union County Clerk

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,
child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

can be used to:
• Find polling places;
• Request a voter registration form;
• Find election and filing dates;
• Request a Vote by Mail Ballot Application;
• Get election results;
• View your sample ballot;
• Apply to work at the polls;

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

TRICK OR TREAT
BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H
BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office
and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy weekdays
between November 1st and November 8th will receive
four free movie passes to AMC Theaters!!
For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

And much more!
Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
link to the
iOS version

link to the
android version

a Free app from the Union County Clerk's Office

Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!
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Statement From Mark LoGrippo
Twelve years ago, Maria and I
moved to Westfield to start our family. Today, we couldn’t imagine raising our children anywhere else. Like
all of you, we love this town and are
invested in seeing it thrive.
I am proud of my record on council. I’ve always put the safety of our
children and community first, supporting our first responders and pushing for several of the new beacon
crosswalks. We’ve planted over 2,000
new trees across town. The Third
Ward has had more roads paved than
any other ward over the last eight
years. I helped our town earn and
maintain its AAA bond rating. Collectively, we passed last year’s budget with a 0 percent municipal tax
increase. I continue to advocate for
our commuters, fighting for a oneseat ride. And this past year, I worked
together with the Mayor to lay the
foundation for our updated Master
Plan. I believe that better-quality transportation and improved parking options will boost opportunities for our
businesses and downtown.
I’m not a polished politician. I’m a
husband and a father, I coach my
son’s baseball team, commute to work,
and pay my taxes. I enjoy public
service and giving back to the com-

munity, and I care about my neighbors. That’s just how I was raised and
who I am.
Westfield has always been very
good to my family. I love being a
councilman because it is a direct and
tangible way to give back. Over the
past eight years, I’ve spent countless
hours outside of election seasons
walking the Third Ward, getting to
know new residents, and helping in
any way that I can.
Our neighbors know that they can
count on me to deliver for them.
Whether it’s working to keep residents informed amidst a crisis like
Hurricane Sandy or a major snowstorm, I am always prepared to serve
our community.
I take my responsibilities as Third
Ward councilman very seriously, and
I embrace the opportunity continue
leading us forward. Serving the community should never be about politics, and I will always put our neighbors’ concerns and needs first. I look
forward to earning your vote on November 5th! Thank You.
Mark LoGrippo (R)
Councilman and Candidate for
Westfield Town Council

Statement From Brian Walter
I am announcing my candidacy for
Councilman of Fanwood. As a lifelong and third generation resident of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains, I never
wanted any other place to raise my
family. I’ve been a proud homeowner
in Fanwood for 12 years. I attended
Coles Elementary, Terrill Middle
School, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. I continued my education at the French Culinary Institute
and graduated with honors in 1999.
I am running for Fanwood council
because I want to contribute to the
future direction of our town and to
ensure that young families and senior
citizens can live in the same beautiful
small town we fell in love with. I will
do so by lowering our taxes, increasing our property values and keeping
urban development out. High density
housing has not brought in significant
tax revenue to reduce homeowner’s
property taxes but has only brought
more traffic and congestion. This is
just the beginning; Fanwood is set for
more and more redevelopment. I believe over redevelopment is changing
the fabric of our town and is not in the
best interests of the homeowners and
residents. No more tax breaks for
wealthy developers while our taxes
go up every year.
Fanwoodians need a voice on their
council that has no personal political

“

aspirations, a voice that has skin in
the game and a voice that only has the
Fanwood residents on his agenda. I
am that voice and I am ready to hit the
ground running.
As a long-time community volunteer and local business owner I’ve
held several leadership roles. I served
as President of the Fanwood Business Association, board member for
the Fanwood Community Foundation and as Founder and president of
the Fanwood St. Patrick’s Day
fundraiser which has raised thousands
of dollars for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
music boosters and township sports. I
am honored to have volunteered services to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, JCC of Central New Jersey,
McGinn School, Fanny Wood Day,
Center for Hope Hospice, Rotary
Club, “Go Red for Women”, Chelsea
Senior Living Village, Union County
Baptist Church, American Legion, and
Boy Scout Troop 277.
My three driving forces are God,
Family and Country. It’s our duty as
Americans to be involved in our community, to protect the weak, serve the
less fortunate, and to always question
our leaders.
Brian Walter (R)
Candidate for Fanwood Borough
Council
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Dr. Maria LoGrippo:
Thoughts on Leadership

Councilman LoGrippo hands out dog treats to canine supporters at this year's Memorial
Day Parade.

Liberals for LoGrippo
My wife Cheryl and I love raising
our family in Westfield. With election
day approaching, I’m reaching out to
acknowledge a true Westfield Leader
who deserves special recognition.
Mark LoGrippo is a friend who
happens to be running for town council.
Or is Mark LoGrippo a town councilman
who is also a friend? For so many of us
there is no distinction because Mark is
just always there. Always. He’s walking
in parades, solving traffic safety issues,
preserving our town’s trees and tirelessly
devoting himself to improving youth
sports in Westfield.
Mark LoGrippo is engaged, committed

and cares about sense of community! I
enjoy being part of the Liberals for
LoGrippo as a Democrat who believes
that local government should be
politically color blind when the right
person is already doing such a great job.
Regardless of party of affiliation,
Mark LoGrippo deserves your vote for
Town Councilman.
Sincerely,
Adam Park
Westfield
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Support Mark Parmelee
for Ward 2 Council Member
My name is Josie O’Brien. I have been
a Westfield resident for nearly 13 years.
I have five children, four of whom
attended Washington School. That is
where I first met Mark Parmelee. Many
of you know Mark as a candidate for
Westfield Town Council, Ward 2. He’s
wicked-smart, forward thinking, evenkeeled and selfless with his time and
energy when it comes to the good of the
community. I’m going to tell you about
Mark, the friend, volunteer and all-around
good guy that I have the privilege of
knowing.
It was difficult moving to a new town
with school age kids. The stress and
anxiety of the move were often overwhelming. Mark was a regular face
around school. Although he worked
full time, and later I found out that his
job was over an hour and a half away, he
managed to be present. Mark always
has a smile on his face, is warm, sincere
and approachable. We volunteered on
the same committees, and for many
years we performed together in the
Washington School Show.
I remember how Mark would come
flying in the door for play practice at 8
p.m, after a long day of work and

commuting. He would pull off his tie
and jacket, roll up his sleeves, smile and
say “let’s go.” Without fail, he gave
each performance 100 percent. With
grace, he rolled with lines misread and
scenes done incorrectly. Mark has a
knack for keeping people focused on
the big picture. When things didn’t go
according to plan, which was often, he
made the necessary adjustments without
drama. He was a joy to work with.
Mark doesn’t just talk the talk. He
walks the walk. You’ll see him in his
driveway playing basketball with his
kids. You’ll see him in town with his
wonderful wife. He’s at school events
regularly and cheering on our teams
without fail. He’s “in it.” Mark is the
real deal. He has yours and my best
interests as his top priority. His
priorities are ours. What happens in
our community is his business. He
wants to bring the very best of Westfield
to you and that’s why I encourage you
to vote for him on November 5th.

Dear Westfield Neighbors,
As we approach the upcoming
election, I want to share with you my
thoughts on servant leadership and
authenticity, which I feel are required
of individuals in local government. I
grew up in Turnersville, NJ in
Gloucester County, where my father
served several terms as a Town
Councilman. As a young girl, I recall
walking door to door with my father,
getting involved in hosting events,
and volunteering on campaigns. I
had most of these experiences before
I even went to college.
My family has always taken civic
responsibility very seriously. Soon
after we moved to Westfield in 2007,
my husband Mark and I sought out
opportunities for civic engagement.
Having a father in town government,
I encouraged and supported Mark to
serve as Ward 3 Councilperson. I
have never once regretted that
decision. It takes sacrifice, it takes
commitment, and it takes grit.
Through faith and family, we have
worked to serve this community,
whether it means being present at
local community events, raising
awareness of families/communities
in need, serving in leadership roles
on organizational boards, or
volunteering for school events. We
also do this to set an example to our
children what it means to be a servant
leader, instilling in them a sense of
community, and recognizing that
family and community matter.
Every registered voter can go to
the polls and vote for the individuals
who are most qualified to serve. I feel
that voting is a privilege… to elect an
individual who is willing, is
competent, and can fulfill that

obligation. From our experience, the
role of town councilperson in
Westfield is no simple task. It is not
just showing up to the scheduled
meetings to vote. It is much, much
more than that. It is more than simply
answering an email or text message.
I will tell you firsthand, it is many
hours spent visiting residents in their
homes, listening to their concerns,
and being present for events that occur
in your community. It means having
that support person back at home
who understands that not only
Tuesday nights are spent away from
family, but frequently Saturday
mornings and Sunday evenings, as
well. All of this to be able to
effectively
represent
and
communicate with residents on what
is happening, as well as to build
relationships. It means being
inclusive and transparent. It means
being accountable and not wavering
on your principles.
Lastly, each voter should make a
decision on an individual that they
know will put Westfield first. Those
who know my family can attest to our
commitment to serving Westfield.
There is no doubt that Mark has
demonstrated his commitment and his
dedication to representing not just
Third Ward residents but the broader
community. He is an authentic leader
that builds honest relationships, and
he values integrity and respect. We
ask kindly for your support in reelecting Mark on November 5th.
Maria Torchia LoGrippo
PhD, MSN, RN
Westfield
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Josie O’Brien
Westfield
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IN THE SPIRIT...As part of the Wicked Windows program in town, Girl Scout
Troop 40757 at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield painted the Evergreen
storefront on Elm Street on October 5.

I love the Town of Westﬁeld.
There’s no place Maria and I would
rather raise our family.

”

Councilman Mark LoGrippo
Always putting community before politics.
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Happy Halloween!
Boo! Ha Ha Ha!

THE WEEK
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SPORTS

CR’s WILLIAMS, TEEL; WF’s ‘DOBO’, WEINSTEIN SCORE

By QT RAVEN

Seemingly a one-way street in favor of top-seeded Cranford in the first
half, after a few crucial adjustments
the arrow quickly pointed in the opposite direction in favor of the thirdseeded Westfield High School girls
soccer team in the second half of the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship game at AL Johnson
High School in Clark on October 25.
The result was a 2-2 tie in regulation
followed by two scoreless overtime
periods and a share of the UCT crown.

“County finals! This is a game you
expect. Our entire game plan was shot
after the first 12 minutes. Cranford
came out with more energy. It took us
the entire half to realize that Hey! We
can stick with these girls. At halftime,
I said, ‘You get one, we are back in it.’
We moved things around. We moved
[Sofia] Carayannopoulos and Faith
[Dobosiewicz] to the middle. So we
had our two captains in the middle to
give us some energy, give us some lift.
We need to go after this game. Maybe
we lose 3-0, if we lose 4-0, but if we
get one, the momentum is going to

Sports Section
Pages 11-18
more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Blue Devil Rally Ties Cougars
For Share of UCT Soccer Title
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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swing,” Blue Devil Head Coach Alex
Schmidt explained.
In just over three minutes of the
first half, Cougar co-captain Maggie
Murray brought the ball down the
right side and crossed a shot into the
box where junior Kirsten Williams
got a head on the ball to give Cranford
a 1-0 lead with 36:45 on the clock.
Seven minutes later, Murray launched
a corner kick from the right into a box
where a scramble took place but senior Laurel Tell got to it first to up the
lead to 2-0.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

HAULING IN THE GAME WINNER...Blue Devil Griffin Rooney, No. 17, hauls in the game-winning pass from quarterback
Hank Shapiro in overtime to sideline the State Liners, 20-14, in Phillipsburg on October 25.

SHAPIRO HOOKS UP WITH ROONEY FOR GAME WINNER

Blue Devils Sideline P-Burg
With 20-14 Overtime Victory
By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

INTENSE ACTION NEAR THE GOAL..Blue Devil Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 17, and Cougar Zoe Trotta, No. 1, try to get their
heads on the ball, while the rest of the Blue Devils and Cougars scramble for position near the Westfield goal.

WIDDER, ROBINSON TD RUNS; MARTIN TD RECEPTION

Raider Gridders Win Fourth;
Nip Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20
By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since 2014 the previous Scotch
Plains-Fanwood football team had not
won a regular-season game. The only
games that were won during that
drought were consolations. However
the “New Raiders” managed to hold
off the Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20, at
Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on October 26 to earn their fourth win and
even their record at 4-4.
“It’s just great! You are part of the
change turning the culture around and
being the team that gets it done. It
gives you a real confidence boost and
helps you win games,” junior lineman Kenny Yeager said.
“I love winning. No matter what the
score is this program has changed at
an insane rate. I think it’s all coach
[Austin] Holman, who is bringing the
energy, giving it to us and we are just
doing it on the field,” junior quarterback Hayden Widder said.
“I think this is the way football
should be played. I have been with

this program last year. It’s a complete
180 with everyone’s thoughts on the
season and how we approach every
game. When we win games, it makes
football more fun,” junior linebacker
Jack Manville added.
“They are an excellent coached
team. They got a Hall of Famer in
coach Perotti. They got a lot of jewelry over there and do a good job,”
Raider Head Coach Austin Holman
said of Plainfield. “But our kids are
getting coached pretty well right now
too. My assistants have done an awesome job. They made some great adjustments. We came out firing and the
kids finished and they played hard.”
Widder, who carried five times for
11 yards, including a one-yard touchdown run, completed eight of 13
passes for 70 yards, which included a
32-yard screen pass to junior Shawn
Martin, who took it to the end zone.
Martin also carried 20 times for 70
yards. Sophomore running back Anthony Robinson gobbled up 57 yards,
including a 14-yard touchdown run,

on seven carries. Senior quarterback
Jake Hahn threw a 36-yard strike to
junior wide receiver Christian Piesch.
The Raider defense was also keeping the Cardinals in check, especially
early in the game. Sophomore safety
Matt Power recorded seven tackles.
Senior lineman Nick John and Yeager
(1 sack) each recorded five tackles.
Sophomore linebacker Isaiah
Nathaniel recorded five tackles and
Robinson recovered a fumble.
After a squib kick bounced out of
bounds, the Raiders got possession at
their own 44 then proceeded to march
56 yards to pay dirt on 12 running
plays when Widder slipped in from
the one with 6:46 left in the first
quarter. Akin Akinwunmi kicked the
point after for a 7-0 lead.
Early in the second quarter the Raiders doubled their lead to 14-0 using
just three plays. On the second play,
Widder limped to the sideline with an
apparent cramp. In came Hahn at quarterback. He then fooled them all with
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

more photos at goleader.com
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PHILLIPSBURG – No matter what
happens the rest of this season, this
was a game the players and fans will
be talking about for years, maybe
even decades, to come. This was one
to tell the grandkids about, to rehash
in bars at reunions. Last Friday night
was the time a wounded WHS football team went out to Phillipsburg
and, on Senior Night, before a packed
house at Maloney Stadium, knocked
off the unbeaten Stateliners, 20-14 …
AND in overtime, no less.
Westfield had its share of heroes on
both sides of the ball.
Quarterback Hank Shapiro completed a school record 25 passes – in
just 29 attempts – for 290 yards and

three touchdowns.
Split end Griffin Rooney had a school
record 14 catches for a school record
217 yards and a pair of touchdowns –
the tying score with 2:14 left in regulation and the winning score in OT.
And the defense, which played a 53-3 instead of the normal 4-4-3, was
gigantic all night.
Where to begin? Let’s start at the
end.
With six minutes to play it was a 77 game. The Stateliners (7-1) had
scored with 1:33 left in the half on a
17-yard pass from Ben Ries to Bobby
Coury. But the Devils tied it with 0:41
on the clock following a 70-yard
march that featured a 45-yard pass to
Rooney and a 25-yard scoring strike
to Nick Martini.

Phillipsburg seemed to break the
Blue Devils’ collective backs when
quarterback Ben Ries hit passes of 9,
34 and 17 yards for a first down at the
WHS one-yard line. Isaiah Craighead
scored untouched and the ’Liners had
a 14-7 lead with 6:00 on the clock.
But the Devils delivered in the
clutch again, despite allowing a sack
and suffering a 10-yard holding penalty, storming 75 yards downfield.
Shapiro connected with Rooney six
times during the drive – plus one
completion to Trey Constantinou –
the last one for 15 yards and a touchdown with 2:14 left. Mack Prybylski
booted the tying PAT with the help of
a nice spot by holder Aidan Scheper.
It was the senior quarterback’s secCONTINUED ON PAGE 17

Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GETTING A LINER FROM BEHIND...Blue Devil defensive lineman Matt O’Connor, No. 52, nails a State Liner running
back hiding behind his blockers.

Coldwell Banker Wesƞield West & Elite ProperƟes Presents:

Westfield Woods

Patrick A. Manfra Jr, Broker Sales Associate
908.370.1046 Cell
908.233.0065 Oĸce
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ABOUT TO GROUND A CARDINAL..Raider Christian Piesch, No. 10, with Tom Schmidt, No. 73, and Liam Mahr, No.
79, begin to bring down a Plainfield Cardinal running back at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on October 26.

patrick.manfra@cbmoves.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

LYNSKY NAILS GAME WINNER IN OT; BLAZEK NETS GOAL

Cougars Nip Oratory in OT, 2-1,
On Boys Soccer ‘Senior Night’
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The seniors on the Cranford High
School boys soccer team saved their
very best for last during a stunning 21, double overtime victory over Oratory Prep (9-8-1) on October 23 at
Memorial Field in Cranford. With
clock ticking down under 10 seconds
to play, Kyle Lynskey deposited the
game-winning goal into the back of
the net as time expired in the second
overtime period sending the Cougars
into a wild celebration on Senior
Night.
“I saw Connor (Blazek) on the wing
with the ball and we’ve been working

right side of the field over to the left
side and found its way onto Lynskey’s
foot with five seconds remaining.
Lynskey knew he had to make a quick
move.
“I was worried about the clock,”
said Lynskey. “I moved around the
defender then I took my one touch
just to control it and the keeper was
already on the other side. I kind of
thought I was putting it way over the
crossbar.”
Lynskey’s shot was true and as the
clock hit zero, Cranford players
erupted into a spontaneous celebration made all the more sweet given
that it occurred on Senior Night.

“Well, the ball was poking around
and I saw it and took it and turned
around and shot at the post and it went
in. It worked,” said Blazek of the
initial goal.
Oratory Prep, a team which battled
hard against Union County Tournament runner-up Scotch PlainsFanwood during a 3-2 loss in the
county quarterfinals, got back into
the game early in the second half on a
header by Nick Jardim in the 43rd
minute. The contest remained knotted at 1-1 throughout regulation and
for 19 plus minutes of overtime before Lynskey’s last ditch heroics.
Jack Coyne recorded five saves in

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG PERFORMANCE...The Lady Raider volleyball team defeated the Cranford Cougars in straight sets.

CHUNG 17 SERVICE POINTS, BERISHA NOTCHES 8 KILLS

Raider Volleyballers Dominate
Lady Cougars in Straight Sets
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood juniors
Kaelie Chung and Adelina Berisha
dominated play during a straight sets
victory (25-7, 25-23) over Cranford
in a girls varsity volleyball match
played on October 24 at Scotch Plains
High School. Chung and Berisha have
been playing together since grade
school. As eighth graders they qualified for the USA Junior National Volleyball Championship in Minneapolis. The pair offered up a perfect 1-2
punch in this most recent win.
Against Cranford, Chung delivered
17 service points and eight aces over
the course of the two-set victory for
the Raiders.
“I usually focus on trying to target
the other team’s least reliable play-

ers,” said Chung. “I like to see how
they are going to receive the serve to
see if they can return it or if we can get
them in a defensive posture right
away.”
She certainly did that. Chung started
off in serve for the Raiders and helped
her team to an 11-0 advantage in the
first set. The visiting Cougars
struggled to find their footing in the
first set eventually falling behind 223 before succumbing 25-7.
Cranford came out strong in the
second set. The Cougars took the early
lead at 7-4 and held it throughout
much of the set. Time and again
Cranford turned back Raider charges.
When Scotch Plains-Fanwood pulled
to within two at 10-8, the Cougars reestablished a four-point advantage at
13-9. The Raiders rallied to tie the set

Blue Devil Gymnasts Top
Dayton, Union Catholic
The Westfield High School gymnastics team beat the Jonathan Dayton Bulldogs and the Union Catholic
Vikings in a tri meet at Westfield on
October 21. The scores were
Westfield, 103.05, Dayton, 97.15, and
Union Catholic, 79.4. Westfield’s
record is now 5-3.
In both meets, Blue Devils Ashley
Amman, Erin Petrie and Chloe Samet
tied for first on vault with a score of
8.7. Blue Devil Ally Pacifico took
first on uneven bars against both teams
with a score of 8.4. Blue Devil Isabella
Cano placed first on balance beam
with a score of 8.9 in both meets as
well. Emma Kessler of Dayton took
first on floor exercise with a score of
9.0 and Blue Devil Ariana Keith took
first on floor against Union Catholic
with a score of 8.7.
WESTFIELD 103.05, DAYTON 97.15
All Around: 1. Emma Kessler (D) 33.8; 2.

Jen Klein (D) 32.75.
VAULT: 1. Ashley Amman (W) 8.7; Erin
Petrie (W) 8.7; Chloe Samet (W) 8.7; 2.
Kessler (D) 8.6; Anna Swartz (W) 8.6;
Casey Heintz (W) 8.6; 3. Klein (D) 8.4.
BARS: 1. Ally Pacifico (W) 8.4; 2. Ariana
Keith (W) 8.3; Julie Kurtz (W) 8.3; 3.
Kessler (D) 8.0.
BEAM: 1. Isabella Cano (W) 8.9; 2. Megan
Hinkel (W) 8.7; Klein (D) 8.7; 3. Amman
(W) 8.2; Kessler (D) 8.2.
Floor: 1. Kessler (D) 9.0; 2. Keith (W)
8.7; Inoha Bendezu (D) 8.7; 3. Klein (D)
8.65.
WESTFIELD 103.05, UC VIKINGS 79.4
ALL AROUND : 1. Isabella Gray (UC)
32.4; 2. Alana Beardsley (UC) 29.9
VAULT: 1. Amman (W) 8.7; Petrie (W)
8.7; Chloe Samet (W) 8.7; 2. Swartz (W)
8.6; Heintz (W) 8.6; Beardsley (UC) 8.6; 3.
Gray (UC) 8.5.
BARS: 1. Pacifico (W) 8.4; 2. Keith (W)
8.3; Kurtz (W) 8.3; 3. Halle Riordan (W)
7.9.
BEAM: 1. Cano (W) 8.9; 2. Hinkel (W)
8.7; 3. Keith (W) 8.5.
FLOOR: 1. Keith (W) 8.7; 2. Jess D’Agosta
(W) 8.6; 3. Swartz (W) 8.55; Amman (W) 8.55.

The Law Offices Of

Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com
www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
Wills, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

four separate times at 13-13, 16-16,
19-19 and 21-21 with Cranford taking the lead back each time.
“I think we were a little relaxed
maybe because the first set was such
a great set for us,” said Chung. “We
weren’t going for balls. We were hesitating. We weren’t calling out to each
other and the balls were falling between us. We needed to get our heads
back into the game.”
Serving with a 23-21 lead,
Cranford’s Mary Johnstone offered
up a serve that was wide, allowing the
Raiders to pull within one at 23-22.
Berisha then spiked home another
point for Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
tied the second set for the fifth time at
23-23. This time the Raiders would
finally get over the hump.
Set up perfectly with Chung back in
serve, the Raiders grabbed their first
lead of the second set after another
ace. Down 24-23, Cranford called
time out hoping to stabilize a set that
was about to slip away from them.
When the two teams returned to the
floor, Berisha settled the issue once
and for all. The Raiders’ statuesque
outside hitter led the team with eight
kills, none bigger than the one which
gave Scotch Plains-Fanwood the win
at 25-23.
“My teammates took over the game
with their serves,” said Berisha. “I
was just there to back them up. The
second set was a bit of a struggle for
me. I chinked a few. I missed a few
hits but I did get back in the game after
I focused on my shot. I just wanted to
do the best I could to help my team to
the victory.”
Chung also contributed 18 assists
to the winning effort. Madelyn
Yessman had five kills for the Raiders, while Victoria Solsky chipped in
with nine service points. Cranford
fell to 7-12 on the season. With the
win, the Raiders improved to a healthy
14-7 on the year. It has been a nice
season for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
even if played under the tall shadows
cast by Union county powerhouses
Westfield and Union Catholic, who
once again played for the county
crown Saturday night.
“A win like this definitely boosts our
confidence,” said Berisha. “It is hard
playing against the really good teams
but at the end of the day, playing against
a good team makes you play better.
You want to show them that you are
just as good as they are. A win like this
will definitely help us in the future to
play to our best ability when we see
teams like Westfield and UC again.”

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG PERFORMANCE ON SENIOR NIGHT...The Cranford Cougar seniors relax after defeating the Oratory Prep
Rams, 2-1, in overtime on Senior Night at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 23.

on these midfield runs the whole season,” said Lynskey. “The coaches have
really been working with us and trying to get us to make them. I just went.
Connor and I have been playing together so long we kind of know where
each other are. I got the ball on my
foot and I knew it had to be finished.”
The highly improbable outcome
was made even more amazing considering that Oratory Prep had the
ball on the Cranford end of the field
with under a minute to play. The visiting Rams seemed poised to have the
last best shot at breaking the tie but
Cranford got the ball back with seconds remaining and moved the ball
down the field quickly.
The ball made its way from the

“This was huge,” said Cranford
Head Coach Greg Campbell. “Special things happen on Senior Night. In
part because of the crowd and in part
because of what it means to the seniors in particular. We pretty much
went with an all senior line-up for
most of the game. It’s a night where
they can pick up the intensity level
and the energy level and they’ve got
the crowd and their friends and their
family behind them. I’m just so happy
for these guys. We hope that this last
second win gives us the push that we
need to compete in the state tournament starting next week.”
Cranford got out of the gates fast
with Blazek scoring in the third minute
of play for a 1-0 Cougar lead.

0
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1
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0
0

0
1

1
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North Hunterdon Lions Jolt
Cougars in Football, 34-21
The Cranford High School football
team’s quest to gain a share of the
Mid-State 38 Raritan Division title
dissolved when the North Hunterdon
Lions took an early 20-0 lead and
held on to earn a 34-21 victory in
Annandale on October 25.
The 5-3 Lions entered the showdown with victories over Immaculata
(20-0), Warren Hills (41-21), Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (33-21) and South
Plainfield (42-12) and losses to
Watchung Hills (27-0), Montgomery
(29-7) and Phillipsburg (28-0). The
4-3 Cougars entered with wins over
Montgomery (31-16), Immaculata
(31-8) and JP Stevens (41-0) and
losses to Somerville (40-7) and
Rahway (46-14).
Quarterback Ryan Rochelle led the
Lions in passing with nine completions in 20 attempts for 110 yards with
one touchdown and one interception.
The Lions also had 62 additional passing yards. Running back Jake Taylor

had a pair of rushing touchdowns and
Cole Matthews had a two-yard touchdown run. Dylan Farino had two receptions for 51 yards, including a 44yard touchdown reception. Nate
Fossett also had a fumble recovery
that he returned 15 yards for a touchdown.
The Cougars had 318 total yards
with quarterback Connor Katz completing 15 of 28 passes for 188 yards,
including a touchdown and an interception. Katz also carried 18 times
for 61 yards, including a 15-yard
touchdown sprint. Running back Dennis DeMartino carried nine times for
41 yards, which included a two-yard
plunge, and Marcus Johnson had 28
yards on four carries.
Cougar Tom Korzeneski had seven
receptions for 82 yards, which included a 21-yard touchdown grab.
Jake DeClerico had two receptions
for 35 yards and Arjun Petgrave had
two catches for 34 yards. Cole Blazek

This is your new home
we are talking about

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

Oratory
Cranford

DeMARINO 2-YD TD, KATZ 15-YD TD, KORZENESKI 21-YD TD

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation
James McGlewˏII, Esq.
908.233.6800

goal for the Rams. Andrew Iacovano
had six saves for Cranford.
The victory afforded the Cougars
(4-12-2) a chance to savor a thrilling
home success tacked onto the end of
what has been a disappointing season. A tie on Senior Night would have
been tough to accept after having led,
and outplayed the opponent for much
of the contest. The players seemed to
know it.
“After this season?” asked Connor
Blazek. “I’d say so, especially after
the kinds of things that have happened to us this year, yeah, it was a
really special win. We really wanted
to win.”

All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16

had two receptions for 21 yards, Mike
Kalnins had one for nine yards and
Anthony DeCostello had one for seven
yards.
The Lions scored early in the first
quarter on a five-yard run by Taylor
then took a 14-0 lead later in the
quarter on Taylor’s one-yard bash.
Four minutes into the second quarter
Matthews scored on a two-yard run to
make the score 20-0. Finally the Cougars got on the scoreboard when
DeMartino scooted in from the two
and Diar Dautaga kicked the point
after just before the half.
The Cougars made it more interesting, narrowing the score to 20-14,
when Katz found an opening and
sprinted 15 yards for his touchdown
in the third quarter. But Farino’s 44yard touchdown early in the fourth
quarter made the score 27-14. Back
came the Katz-to-Korzeneski connection for a 21-yard touchdown and
a 27-21 score. The Cougars’ hopes
were dampened when Fossett
scooped up a Cranford fumble and
returned it for the touchdown to finalize the scoring.
Defensively, Cougar Nate Caldwell
was involved in 14 tackles. Evan
Kanterman and Nick Librera each
had seven tackles. Jake Chapman (1
throw for a loss - TFL) and Matt
Coates recorded nine tackles. Liam
Loughlin made five tackles, which
included a sack and a TFL. Kevin
Keogh had five tackles and Kalnins
had two, including a TFL. Korzeneski
had an interception.
The Cougars will complete their
regular season with a trip to face the
Summit Hilltoppers this Saturday,
November 2, at 2:30 p.m.
Thank You for Your Support:
goleader.com/form/subscribe
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Blue Devils Tie Cougars for Share of UCT Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Cougars continued to pressure
the Blue Devils for the majority of the
half with two more corner kicks from
Murray that created concern in the
box. Blue Devil defenders
Carayannopoulos, Dobosiewicz and
Julia Johnson-Milstein, along with
keeper Erin Harris were put to the test
but held up. During that time,
Carayannopoulos made a key
takeaway, Harris made a diving stop
of Murray’s shot from the right and
Dobosiewicz turned the direction
around with several booming kicks
back into Cougar territory.
Just as the Cougars got a quick jump

I waited at the back post. It came to
me and I finished it. I kept calm,”
Weinstein described.
“In the first half, we were put under
a lot of pressure, so in the second half
we knew we had to pick up the energy,
so putting me and Sophie in there
would create a lot of energy in the
midfield and that would progress our
attack. Obviously we were able to get
two goals out of it, so I think we were
pretty successful in the second half,”
Dobosiewicz said.
“It’s tough. They start her
[Dobosiewicz] at the middle back.
They move her up to attacking mid.

“Martinez had one. The girls played
scrappy. We had to change formations. We had to put girls in spots they
weren’t used to but at the end of the
day, it’s soccer. It’s who wants it.
There was no give in these girls. I said
let’s put that entire first half in the
river. Move on! We had a big crowd.
Give them a show,” Coach Schmidt
expressed.
But the show was not over yet. With
less than 30 seconds remaining,
Dobosiewicz sprinted down the left
side, got into the box and banged a
shot that could have been a game
winner.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT CHAMPIONS...The Union Catholic Vikings defeated Westfield for the UCT Girls Volleyball Crown.

IJOMA NOTCHES 5 KILLS, 3 BLOCKS; BECKER 12 DIGS

UC Vikings Defeat Westfield;
Claim UCT Girls V-ball Title
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MANEUVERING FOR POSITION..Cougar Caroline Ewing, No. 22, and Blue Devil Ellie Sherman, No. 21, try to get
optimum position on the ball during the Union County Tournament Championship Game in Clark on October 25.

in the first half the Blue Devils got a
quick jump in the second half. With
less than three minutes off the clock,
Dobosiewicz, “The Hammer” used her
left foot like a sledgehammer to slam a
long shot from more than 35 yards out
on the left side to bounce the ball past
Cougar keeper Amanda Vath and into
the right corner.
“It was crazy, especially Faith has a
big foot who plays on the defense.
Once she gets up the field. I didn’t
play the first goal. She was far out and
she hit it over me in the upper corner.
I knew after that I had to get my
mentality in control and I needed to
play for my team to win,” Vath said.
Within minutes, Dobosiewicz continued to hammer huge shots at the
goal but Vath added a pair of saves.
The continued pressure from the Blue
Devils brought out the best in the
Cranford backfield of Abby Ahern,
Caroline Ewing, Clair Ganley and,
especially Morgan Heim, who handled
numerous wicked assaults on her wing.
Blue Devils Alyssa Martinez and
Grace Lanza got off dangerous shots
that Heim deflected.
Then with 20:47 left in regulation,
Dobosiewicz banged a long shot into
the box where Grace Friedberg tapped
the ball to Julia Weinstein who evened
the score at 2-2.
“She played the ball in and it was
kind of like a mess on the near post, so
PUBLIC NOTICE

They drop her off to holding mid, so
we are coming up with two or three
different scenarios. If she goes holding, we drop a striker back. If she plays
in the back, we are fine. If she goes
attacking, we man mark and we have
two midfielders open. But when it
changes in the flow, Westfield knows
what they are doing. They know their
game plan is to find Dobosiewicz. The
issue is that we got to make ourselves
more aware of those changes when
those things happen,” Cougar Head
Coach Andrew Gagliaro explained.
The two overtime periods were just
as furious. In the first overtime,
Dobsiewicz launched a free kick from
38-yards out that just lifted over the
crossbar. As time was running short,
Teel got off a shot. But in the second
overtime, Vath survived three major
attacks. First she made a wise decision to charge out of the box and boot
the ball downfield. Then she faced
double trouble when she dove to knock
away another Dobosiewicz long shot
but the ball went to Martinez, who
ripped a shot that she got a hand on.
“When I made the first save, I knew
I had to get up because I saw the other
girl [Martinez] coming across and
Morgan [Heim] was coming back on
defense. She cut back, so I jumped up,
I got the ball and I pushed it out. Then
it came to me and I dove on the
ground,” Vath recalled.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 11/21/19, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Structural Steel and Aluminum Repair Contract, North-2020, Various
Locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union and Warren
(Including and North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 20422
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 10/31/19, 11/07/19 and 11/14/19, The Leader
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“Thirty seconds she makes that run
down the left side and pulled the
trigger,” Coach Schmidt commented.
“He called me offside but I’m not
really sure. I might have been. It’s all
a blur. I was trying to get it in the back
of the net and make it count,”
Dobosiewicz recalled.
“We came out on fire that first half.
We went into halftime saying this was
a solid half but you need to make sure
you come out the first five. That will
dictate who wins this game. The first
two minutes of the second half we
said, ‘a little bit of a momentum shift.’
There’s some throw-ins, there’s some
corners. It’s going to be a bit of a
battle. Dobosiewicz buries one from
45 out maybe? All the sudden the next
one is in. From when it was 2-2, it was
a solid battle,” Coach Gagliardo expressed.
“We scouted this team. We knew
where we could shoot from. ‘Dobo’
last game, ‘Dobo’ this game! She’s
making a name for herself with that
left foot. Mikaela Buoscio made a
nice back pass to her. She nailed it. If
it wasn’t for that last second maybe
offside call but second half, super
proud of these girls. Everybody loves
a comeback, especially in the county
finals,” Coach Schmidt said.
“It’s a great day for the program
because it is the first time in a decade
winning this thing. Our JV program
won as well. To have a county sweep
is amazing. We should be proud but
we also know that we wanted it outright,” Coach Gagliardo said.
“It feels great even though we tied.
We have to share the trophy but it
feels amazing,” Vath expressed.
Westfield
Cranford
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Union Catholic captured its second
straight Union County Tournament
championship, and third in four years,
with a straight set win (25-22, 25-16)
over perennial rival Westfield in a girls
volleyball match played on October 26
in the Harwood Arena at Kean University in Union. The top-seeded Vikings
overcame a slow start, rallying to beat
the Blue Devils in the first set before
dominating in the second set.
“We jumped out pretty quickly to a
good lead and we held on to it throughout the second set,” said Union Catholic head coach Nancy Saggio. “I think
Alex Kwasnik started getting hot and
they (Westfield) got a little rattled
while we just started playing our game.
I think our serve was getting them to
move and I think it upset their rhythm
a little bit.”
Kwasnik, the 6’2” Cincinnati bound
senior drew a lot of attention from
Westfield, which tried to prevent her
from taking charge of the match. The
Blue Devils succeeded to some degree as Kwasnik’s numbers (8 Kills, 2
Blocks) were modest but in the end
she came up big when it counted.
“We had dedicated our blockers to
Alex and I thought we had done a
really good job of getting a lot of
touches on her hits and slowing the
ball down so we could pass,” said
Westfield Head Coach Bev Torok.
“They squeaked some in and we are
going to expect her to get some kills.
We just couldn’t maintain that lead.
We certainly dug a lot of balls and
kept a lot of balls in play.”
In the first set, Westfield played well
and took a 5-1 lead. Westfield defended the lead throughout most of the
opening set. Union Catholic clawed
back into the set, tying it three times at
14, 15 and 16 before the Blue Devils
extended to a 19-16 advantage.
But the Blue Devils made a couple
of errors that hurt their cause. Lydia

Nisita netted a serve and Stephanie
Margolies netted an attempt at a
crosscourt kill, allowing the Vikings
to tie the match at 19-19. From there
Union Catholic took its first lead when
Margolies was wide on another attempt. The Vikings would never trail
after that. Trailing 24-22, with
Margolies serving, Westfield tried to
rally but Olivia Szyszkiewicz won at
the net for a 25-22 set triumph.
In the second set, the Vikings used
a strong service game to jump out to
a 5-1 lead and never looked back
from there. Union Catholic got great
work from sophomore Brianna
Lamberty in serve. Lamberty had 15
service points in the match. She and
her Viking teammates did a great job
with placement of their serves in the
second set.
“That is that float serve that they
are so good at,” said Torok. “When
you float serve, it drops sometimes
and it lifts sometimes and you can’t
necessarily read it. It is not going to be
the same every time.”
The Blue Devils were left off-balance by serves which frequently had
them sending free balls back over the
net that were easy pickings for
Kwasnik and her Viking teammates.
Westfield could never get back into
the set, trailing by four to eight points
throughout most of the second set.
“I think we lost our energy,” said
Westfield junior Julia Becker. “We
just weren’t going for every ball and
I think we kind of suffered a little loss
of enthusiasm at the end. We put in a
lot of effort to beat out all of the other
teams to make it to the finals and to
lose to our rivals is just a very disappointing thing to have happen. We
really wanted to beat them especially
having lost the last two times we
played them this season. It is just
unfortunate that we didn’t get it done.”
The script seemed familiar for these
two powerhouse squads in Union
County. Westfield lost twice to Union

Catholic this season and the teams
have met each other three times a year
for the last four years.
“I think it helped just knowing that
we played them (Westfield) last year
and really, we’ve played them all four
years now, coming into the second set
after starting off a little slow in the
first set,” said Kwasnik. “I think that
in the second set we definitely pushed
for everyone to try and find spots and
put the ball in places where they
weren’t on the floor.”
The match was decided when
Szyszkiewicz spiked a winner off of
the forearm of Westfield’s Uzi Ijoma
for a 25-16 second set win. Ijoma led
Westfield with five kills and three
blocks. Becker had 12 digs in defeat.
While Union Catholic and their fans
in attendance began to celebrate, the
Blue Devil players were left to wonder what they could have done to
prevent their third finals loss to the
Vikings in the last four years.
“I feel like we doubt ourselves too
much,” said Ijoma. “In the first set,
we were definitely leading. I think if
we had played a little harder in the
beginning of the second set and had
that confidence that you need when
you are going up against a 6’2” player
who is like a top-25 recruit, that can
be pretty intimidating but at the same
time you can only control what we
can control. So we needed to just
come out and play our game and not
worry about all the other things that
we can’t control.”
Westfield (15-5) will now ready for
the state playoffs which begin next
week. Union Catholic, now 25-1 on
the season will now enjoy another
county title before getting ready for a
run at more titles.
“This means so much to me in my
senior year to get a conference title
and now a county title,” said Kwasnik.
“I’m just looking forward now to try
and get a sectional title and go for that
state title.”

2
2

Schmidt Special Note:
Amy Rollins is our mindfulness
and visualization coach. We meet
with her once a week in replace of
on the field practice. She is a huge
part of this team’s championship.
Not only were her teachings present
during the PK’s versus SPF, but
were also a huge part of why we
were able to come back from 0-2
down in the finals.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UCT RUNNERUP...The Westfield played the Union Catholic Vikings for the UCT Girls Volleyball Crown.

Goods & Services Directory
OLIVER A

PAVING

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

Precision Painting Plus
MOTOR VEHICLE TICKETS • DWI • DRUGS IN CAR
STATE AND MUNICIPAL CRIMINAL COURT MATTERS CALL US TO SPEAK WITH OUR TEAM OF
FORMER PROSECUTORS WHO CAN HELP.
CERTIFIED CRIMINAL TRIAL ATTORNEYS

53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ
908.301.9001 • www.stahlesq.com

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Specializing in Interior Painting,
Wall Repair, Spackling,
Professional, Neat, Reliable
No job too small
Book me before the holidays!
Free estimates

908-400-5599

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com
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Devil’s Den

Blue Devil Girls Ice Hockey
Ready to Skate Into Action
In March of 2019, the New Jersey
State Interscholastic Athletic Association (NJSIAA) approved by a
unanimous vote the first Invitational
Tournament culminating in a championship final game for the sport of girls
ice hockey. This was exciting news
for the Westfield High School (WHS)
team, one of only nine NJSIAA mem-

the formidable cost - ice hockey typically costs $30,000-$40,000 per season - the students and their parents
would need to find at least 12 other
interested players and show a model
of sustainability going forward. The
girls and their parents got to work,
recruiting players, coaches and organizing a major fundraiser.

portant part of our ability to expand
our program by allowing us more practice time. It will be instrumental in our
ability to increase our numbers with
female youth hockey players that can
potentially play for Westfield High
School in the future too.”
The excitement of having a local
rink has really fueled interest in the

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
November 13, 2019, in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.
Joseph Epstein, 1030 Irving Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
an addition contrary Section 11.09E7 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 25.5 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20% (1,702.6 square feet).
Proposed is 23% (1,976 square feet without trellis) and 27.2% (2,316 square feet
with trellis).
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 - 10/31/19, The Leader
Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF SOLICITATION FOR
COMPETITVE CONTRACTING
FOR THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS FOR THE YEAR 2020
Notice is hereby given that the TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, in the County
of Union and State of New Jersey seeks to
engage firms for Information Technology
Consulting Services for the year January
1, 2020 through December 31, 2020. The
term of the contract shall be for one (1)
year with two (2) one-year options commencing on January 1, 2020; the Township reserves the right, at its discretion, to
extend the contract term for an additional
two (2) one-year terms in accordance with
N.J.S.A. 40A:11-15. The contracts will be
awarded through the provisions of N.J.S.A.
40A:11-4.1 et seq., and N.J.S.A. 19:44A20.4 et seq.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
CONSULTANT SERVICES
Copies of the specifications may be requested from the Township Clerk Bozena
Lacina at blacina@scotchplainsnj.com.
Proposals must be received by the Township Clerk no later than 10:00 A.M. prevailing time on December 3, 2019 at 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076.
Please note: No proposals will be
accepted after the due date and time
noted.
Each envelope must be clearly marked
Information Technology Consulting
Services Competitive Contract for 2020.
Forward Proposals to the TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS, Attention: Bozena
Lacina, Municipal Clerk, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains New Jersey 07076.
Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager
Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/31/19, The Times Fee: $40.29

On May 10, 2016, the Westfield
Board of Education announced the
approval of a girls’ ice hockey team for
the 2016-2017 school year, making
WHS only the third public high school
in the state (after Princeton and Summit) with a girls’ team. Their first major fundraiser in September of 2016
raised approximately $30,000 and was
attended by over 175 members of the
community, as well as members of the
NJ Devils organization.
For the past three seasons the team
has sponsored “Yoga on the Green,” a
fundraiser held in June at
Shackamaxon Country Club that includes yoga and meditation. A portion of the proceeds from all
fundraising is always donated to the
community. Maddie McDevitt, cocaptain of the 2019-2020 season, explained, “It’s important for our team
to give back to the community that
has been so supportive of us.”
Head Coach Matt Gualtieri, who
has been with the program since its
inception, is proud of the sport’s explosive growth. “We started with 16,
increased to 23 and finished our third
season with 35 girls. We had a Varsity
and JV team last season. We’re anticipating the same for this season with an
outside chance of increasing to two JV
teams. The Westfield Rink was an imPUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018145-18
FILE NO. 25686-18

FH Blue Devils Fall
To Montgomery, 2-1

FH Raiders Edge
Mt. Holly in Section

The fourth-seeded Montgomery
High School field hockey team defeated the 10-10 Westfield Blue Devils, 2-1, in the quarterfinal round of
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
Tournament in Skillman on October
23. Emma Pietrewicz scored the lone
goal for the Blue Devils and goalkeeper Lila McMahill recorded three
saves. Lyndsey Devine scored both
goals for Montgomery and keeper
Lillian Lowenhar made seven stops.
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO REDEEM

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

FWDSL & ASSOCIATES L.P.;
PLAINTIFF VS. HERBERT J.
MARKHAM, HIS HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND
HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST,
ET
ALS.;
DEFENDANT(S)

The Board of Adjustment of the Town
of Westfield, New Jersey will meet on
November 13, 2019, in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 p.m. to hear and consider the following appeals for bulk (c) and/or (d) variance
relief from requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance.

TO: HERBERT J. MARKHAM, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; EMMA L. HILLIARD, HER HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST; RUTH
MARKHAM, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND
INTEREST; SHERRI MARKHAM; JOHN
DOE,
HUSBAND
OF
SHERRI
MARKHAM, SAID NAME JOHN DOE
BEING FICTITIOUS;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on October 25, 2019, the Superior
Court Fixed December 26, 2019, or the
next business day, between regular business hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of PLAINFIELD, located at 515
WATCHUNG AVENUE, PLAINFIELD,
NEW JERSEY 07061 as the time and
place when and where you may pay to the
plaintiff the amount so found due for principal and interest on its certificate of tax
sale as follows:
LOT 12 BLOCK 238 on the tax duplicate
of PLAINFIELD. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 15-0272 is
$47,639.63, together with interest from
September 15, 2019 and costs of
$1,428.02.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $63.24

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

sport of ice hockey in the community,
particularly among young girls. Participation in girls’ spring hockey clinics held at Union Sports Arena has
increased significantly in recent years
as well. Ally Hornstein, one of the
founding members of the WHS team
and its captain for the first two seasons,
currently plays on The Ohio State
University’s girls club ice hockey team.
“The WHS team definitely shaped
me into the person I am today”
Hornstein said.
Maddie Katz, co-captain of the
2019-2020 season, could not agree
more. “This team has been the foundation of my entire high school experience. I am so proud of how far we
have come in only four seasons. Getting formal approval from the NJSIAA
really validates girls ice hockey as a
high school sport.”

Photo courtesy of Jen Katz

ber schools sponsoring girls ice
hockey in the state.
As Sandy Mamary, the Athletic
Director at WHS, expressed, “It is
very exciting news to have the support of the NJSIAA to host a Girls
State Tournament. This is a fast-growing sport for female athletes and it’s
exciting to be involved at the inception of the sport’s inaugural state tournament. I am so proud of our student
athletes for being assertive and continuing to strengthen this program. I
am also very proud of our school
system, administration, and BOE for
recognizing the equitability and desire for these athletes to compete at a
high school level.”
The team has come a long way
since its inception in 2016. When
three travel hockey players, Ally
Hornstein, Maddie Katz and Maddie
McDevitt, decided in 2015 to bring
the sport they love to their public high
school, they faced an uphill battle.
Despite firm support from Mamary,
they were told that the formation of a
team would be difficult. In addition to

Devils: Forget P-burg,
North Brunswick’s Coming
You want to talk about ups and
downs. About ebbs and flows. About
the agony of defeat and the thrill of
victory.
The WHS football team came into
Friday night’s game at Phillipsburg’s
Maloney Stadium coming off a brutal
loss to Bridgewater-Raritan the previous week. Facing them was an unbeaten Stateliners squad, on Senior
Night, before a packed house.
No problem!
Hank Shapiro completed a schoolrecord 25 passes (just 28 attempts) for
three TDs, Griffin Rooney caught a
school-record 12 of them for 195 yards,
including the tying and winning scores,
and a new defensive alignment helped
the Blue Devils post a 20-14 overtime
victory. It was arguably the program’s
biggest regular-season victory in 50
years, since the Devils went north into
Essex County and knocked off unbeaten Montclair, 24-0, in 1969. That
win established Gary Kehler’s team as
a legitimate state power, not just some
bully who beat up on Watchung Conference schools every Saturday. (Note:
that was a couple of years before Union,
Plainfield, Linden and Elizabeth joined
the conference.)
It was WHS’s first win over P-burg
after four losses, in 2009, 2012, 2013
and 2018 by a combined score of 13641. Given all the circumstances, it was
a monumental victory.
But there’s no time to rest on their
laurels for coach Jim DeSarno’s guys.
This Saturday afternoon, once-beaten
North Brunswick visits Kehler Stadium. It could be the biggest regularseason game in these parts since WHS
held off a super Scotch PlainsFanwood team 14-7 in 1973’s famous
“Backfield in Motion” game.
This will be the first meeting ever
between the two schools.
North Brunswick is currently 7-1,
having beaten Hunterdon Central, 3528, last Friday, and is ranked third in
South Group 5. The Raiders feature
Myles Bailey, one of the best running
backs in New Jersey. Their only loss
was 22-20 to St. Joseph of Metuchen
in Week 2. They’ve posted narrow
wins over Piscataway (13-0) and Linden (15-13) in recent weeks.
Meanwhile, the Blue Devils are
coming off the ultimate high of Friday’s
overtime win. They are currently
ranked tied for sixth with Clifton in
North Jersey Group 5, which they won
in 2015, 2016 and 2017. Ridgewood,

GETTING READY FOR ACTION...The Westfield High School Blue Devils girls ice hockey team

Alex Caprio, 912 Stevens Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
a one-story addition contrary Section
12.04F1 and 12.04F2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage with a deck of 22%.
Proposed is 23.6%. Ordinance allows a
maximum building coverage of 20%. Proposed is 21.6%.
Joseph Epstein, 1030 Irving Avenue.
Applicant is seeking approval to construct
an addition contrary Section 11.09E7 and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum rear yard setback of 35 feet. Proposed is 25.5 feet.
Ordinance allows a maximum building
coverage of 20% (1,702.6 square feet).
Proposed is 23% (1,976 square feet without trellis) and 27.2% (2,316 square feet
with trellis).
Miriam & Joe Verga, 360 Orenda
Circle. Applicants are seeking approval to
construct a dormer addition contrary Section 11.06E6 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Ordinance requires a minimum side yard
setback of 12.5 feet. Proposed is 10.5 feet.
Augusto Russo, 506 Summit Avenue.
Applicant is seeking an amendment to a
previous approval granted September 11,
2017, contrary to Section 12.04F1,
12.04F2, 12.04F3 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage of 20%. Proposed is 26.3%.
Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage of with a deck of 22%. Proposed is
27.9%. Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage with porch of 24%. Proposed
is 28.4%.
Aldona Haines, 870 New England
Drive. Applicant is seeking approval to
construct an addition contrary Section
12.03D of the Land Use Ordinance. Ordinance requires a minimum front yard setback of 51.5 feet. Proposed is +46 feet to
main house new front gable design and
41.5 feet to the new 60 square foot front
addition.
Variances, waivers or exceptions from
certain site plan details or relief from requirements may be sought as appropriate.
Plans and application are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $59.16

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The 13-6, third-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School field
hockey team recorded its first sectional tournament victory with a 2-1
win over Mt. Olive in the quarterfinal
round of the North Jersey, Section 1,
Group 4 Tournament in Scotch Plains
on October 23. Raider Erin Lay scored
a goal and added an assist, while
Bridget Enis scored once.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003411
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021380-18
Plaintiff: REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS, INC.,
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH RAGONESE, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE
OF LINDA M. RAGONESE A/K/A LINDA MARIE
RAGONESE A/K/A LINDA RAGONESE;
CONNIE RAGONESE; LINDA ATKINSON;
JEFFERY ATKINSON; CARL BENJAMIN
RAGONESE; MRS. RAGONESE SPOUSE OF
CARL BENJAMIN RAGONESE; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 11/13/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/08/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty Thousand Seven Hundred Seven and 13/
100*** $380,707.13.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of GARWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 529-531 WILLOW AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.
Tax LOT 7, 8 FKA 233 AND 234; BLOCK 305
FKA 8.
Dimensions of Lot: 30 feet wide by 100 feet
long.
Nearest Cross Street: West Street.
*SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MUNICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, INSURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER ADVANCES MADE BY PLAINTIFF PRIOR TO THIS
SALE. ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE TO
CONDUCT AND RELY UPON THEIR OWN
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT ANY OUTSTANDING INTEREST REMAIN OF RECORD AND/
OR HAVE PRIORITY OVER THE LIEN BEING
FORECLOSED AND, IF SO THE CURRENT
AMOUNT DUE THEREON.
• 2018 Taxes: $1,109.36 BILLED; $568.12
OPEN PLUS PENALTY; $541.24 PAID.
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $277.34 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY.
• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $277.34 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY.
• 2019 Qtr 3 Due: 08/01/2019 $289.44 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; ESTIMATED TAX BILL.
• 2019 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2019 $289.43 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $283.39 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $283.39 OPEN
• Water: PRIVATE.
• Sewer: Included with Taxes.
For sale information, please visit Auction, at
www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Ninety-Two
Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Seven and 99/
100*** $392,857.99 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 10/17, 10/24, 10/31
& 11/07/19
Fee: $242.76

Union, Ridge and Passaic Tech are the
top four. The Devils also won North
Jersey Group 4 in 1976 and 1977.
Saturday figures to be another survival-of-the-fittest game, like
Bridgewater and P-burg. But this one’s
at Kehler Stadium.
“I’m so (darn) proud of you guys,”
DeSarno told his team after Friday’s
win. “We’re here now and people are
going to have to deal with us.”
Longtime defensive coordinator
Kenny Miller put the evening into
perspective on his way out of the legendary stadium.
“Tonight,” he said, smiling, “is going to be an Uber night.”
THIS AND THAT
Cross-country: Both the boys and
girls teams competed at the Union
County championships this past Tuesday (too late for deadline), and can
now concentrate on the big year-end
meets: sectionals (Nov. 9), states (Nov.
16) and, hopefully, the Meet of Champions (Nov. 23).
Field hockey: Junior Emma
Pietriewicz scored the lone goal as
WHS fell to Montgomery, 2-1, last
week. The Devils finished with a 1010 record.
Gymnastics: WHS should be
among the top teams at the North
sectional championships this Saturday at St. Thomas Aquinas (formerly
Bishop Ahr) in Edison. Junior Allie
Fernandez and Co. will be looking to
put up some personal best scores and
qualify for the following week’s state
competition.
Boys soccer: The third-seeded Devils opened play in the state tournament
Tuesday against East Orange. If they
won, they would advance to the sectional quarterfinals against the
Piscataway vs. Newark East Side winner, Friday, 3 p.m., at Kehler Stadium.
Girls soccer: The Lady Devils captured their 21st Union County Tournament title after a 2-2 tie against topseeded Cranford last Friday night. It
was their sixth co-championship, and
fifth in a row, the others coming in
2002, 2006, 2012 and 2017. Their last
outright title was in 2001.
The third-seeded Lady Devils began play in the state tournament Monday against Union. If they won, they’ll
play in the sectional quarterfinals
against the Bayonne vs. Piscataway
winner, today, 3 p.m., at Kehler Stadium.
Volleyball: WHS fell to Union
Catholic, 2-0, in the championship
match of the Union County Tournament. It was the teams’ 10th meeting
in a UCT final, and the sixth consecutive year. Now, it’s on the state tournament for the Devils (15-5).

FH Cougars Oust
Freehold Boro, 3-2
The ninth-seeded Cranford High
School field hockey team scored a
pair of second-half goals to oust
eighth-seeded Freehold Boro, 3-2,
in the first round of the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 Tournament in Freehold on October 22.
Leah Filimonczuk netted a goal and
an assist, while Allison Schubert
and Paige Brogan each scored once
and Brooke Bishop added two assists. Goalkeeper Dierdre Tighe
recorded four saves.
On October 23, the 5-11-1 Cougars defeated Newark Academy, 21, in a regular-season game. Brogan and Shannon Berry each scored
once and Holly Heester had an assist. Tighe made four stops.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003344
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-11933-18
Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF THE
RESIDENTIAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES
TRUST V-C
VS.
Defendant: KATRINA D. CORDERO;
ROBERTO S. CORDERO
Sale Date: 11/06/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/09/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Fifteen and
73/100*** $456,715.73.
The property to be sold is located in SCOTCH
PLAINS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 2429 WESTFIELD AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
Tax Lot No. 15 in Block No. 4202.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.233.
Nearest Cross Street: HENRY STREET.
BEGINNING at a point in the northerly Line of
Westfield Avenue (80 feet wide), said point being
distant 542.93 feet easterly from the intersection
of the northerly line of Westfield Avenue and the
northeasterly line of Henry Street (66 feet wide)
and running; thence
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty: $2,503.67.
TOTAL AS OF September 11, 2019: $2,503.67.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Sixty-Six Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-One and 64/100***
$466,291.64 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 10/10, 10/17, 10/24
& 10/31/19
Fee: $181.56

WHO’S NO. 1?
The football fans in Phillipsburg
and Easton, Pa., truly believe they
have the country’s best Thanksgiving
Day rivalry. And, technically, that is
probably true.
But having witnessed games and
talked to people out in Stark County,
Ohio, it’s hard to imagine any football
rivalry is bigger than Massillon
Washington’s annual regular-season
finale against Canton McKinley.
The “War of 1894” game will be
played this Saturday (it’s been played
on a Saturday in late October or early
November as the regular-season finale for over 100 years) before 20,000plus fans at Tom Benson Hall of Fame
Stadium. And yes, that’s the same
field the NFL uses for its annual Hall
of Fame game every summer.
This will be the 130th meeting of
the two schools, which USA Today
has called “the No. 1 high school
football rivalry in the USA.” Massillon
leads the series 71-53-5, including the
last three meetings. The Tigers and
Bulldogs are the two winningest programs in Ohio history, and both are in
the top 10 nationally in total victories.
This year the Tigers come into the
game with a 9-0 record, outscoring the
opposition by a 422-98 margin.
McKinley is 8-1, losing only an early
49-48 game to powerhouse Euclid (72).
Interestingly, when professional
football was becoming a thing in the
early 20th century, two of its earliest
teams were the Massillon Tigers and
the Canton Bulldogs, featuring Jim
Thorpe. Another familiar name, Paul
Robeson, played for the Akron Pros.
(Full disclosure: I painstakingly put
together a 1,000-piece jigsaw puzzle
of the 100th meeting in 1994 – a 42-41
Massillon overtime victory that was
covered by Sports Illustrated and
dubbed the Game of the Century. It’s
framed and hanging on my bedroom
wall.)
(WHAT) WAS HE THINKING?
Head football coach Brandon Gregory and his entire staff at St. Louis’s
Cardinal Ritter College Prep were fired
and the team’s unbeaten season was
canceled after it was discovered that a
running back, who should have been
under suspension, had suited up in a
different uniform for the season opener.
A St. Louis newspaper reported that
junior running back Bill Jackson, who
had been ejected from a championship
game last year, was supposed to sit out
the opening game. But he played in the
32-21 win over Nazareth Academy
while wearing uniform No. 24, which
was listed in the program as being
worn by a freshman. Jackson had 109
yards rushing, including a 56-yard
touchdown.
And the kicker: Jackson’s arm tattoos were what gave him away.
ON THIS DATE
Oct. 31, 1970: Joe Monninger’s 1yard quarterback sneak as time ran out
in the first half lifted WHS to a 14-8
football victory over Nutley at Recreation Field.
1992: Jamal Hester gained 180 yards
on 31 carries to lead WHS to a 25-12
win over Rahway.
IN PASSING
Rich Hingel (’85) passed away
last Saturday at age 53. He and classmate John Schaefer were the first
freshmen to wrestle varsity at WHS,
during the 1981-82 season. They split
the 101-pound weight class for firstyear coach Don MacDonald. Hingel,
a four-year letterman, wrestled on
two District 11 championship teams,
and served as co-captain of the 1985
squad that lost to Phillipsburg in the
sectional final.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003448
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018610-18
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR BLUEWATER INVESTMENT
TRUST 2017-1
VS.
Defendant: DAVID K. FERRELL II PATRICIA
HUZAR FERRELL A/K/A PATRICIA FERRELL,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 45 MILLBURN
ASSOCIATES LLC, AND FORD MOTOR
CREDIT COMPANY LLC
Sale Date: 11/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 06/19/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty-Four Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Three
and 61/100*** $624,153.61.
Property to be sold is located in the Borough of
Mountainside, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.
Commonly known as: 212 Glen Road,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
Tax Lot(s): 23, in Block: 24.06 fka 24F.
Dimensions (Approximately): 0.350 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Mill Lane.
First Mortgage
Mortgagor: Patricia H. Ferrell and David Ferrell
Mortgagee: Fleet National Bank.
Amount: $100,000.00.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Forty-Six Thousand Five Hundred Sixteen and 88/100***
$646,516.88 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
1325 FRANKLIN AVENUE
SUITE 230
GARDEN CITY NEW YORK 11530
(212) 471-5100
4 T - 10/24, 10/31, 11/07
& 11/14/19
Fee: $177.48
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Westfield PAL D Shuts Out
Cranford Grid Kids, 19-0

FALL SOFTBALL CHAMPS...The Westfield Girls 8U-Black traveling softball
team recently won the fall championship. Westfield scored five runs in the final
inning to overcome a 4-2 deficit to secure the championship. Pictured are Head
Coach Anthony Tessitore with assistant coaches Patrick Justin Fahey and Steve
Borghese and the Westfield 8U-Black traveling softball team.

Probitas Verus Honos
Support Local Journalism

In a NJSYFL American Conference contest at Kehler Stadium, the
Westfield PAL Tackle Football D team
defeated Cranford, 19-0 and clinched
a semifinal playoff berth with a 6-1
record.
Quarterback Jordan Walsh, who
rushed for 84 yards on seven carries,
opened the scoring for Westfield with
a 49-yard touchdown run in the first
quarter. Walsh scored again in the
second quarter when he broke free on
an option play and ran 35 yards to put
Westfield up 12-0.
The Westfield defense was led by

Luke Romano, who forced a fumble
in the third quarter that was recovered
by Jack Schwarzenbek, to set up
tailback Kieran Gerne’s 25 touchdown run.
Anthony Narciso also recovered a
fumble and Tysom Varner led the
Westfield defense with five tackles.
Pete Cabrales and Shaquann
McKenith had four tackles each to
help seal the shutout for Westfield.
Head Coach Tony Borg said, “The
boys love to play and they are thrilled
that their season has been extended
by qualifying for the playoffs.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2147
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
THE GENERAL PROVISIONS
OF THE TOWN CODE TO INCREASE PENALTIES FOR
VIOLATING MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES

Photo courtesy of Blossom Gao

NOTICE
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
October 29, 2019.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $17.85

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2144
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND USE ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE REGULATIONS
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council have strived to provide leadership and
guidance on emerging topics important to the people of the Town of Westfield (the
“Town”); and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council recognize the importance of supporting the
use of alternative fuel vehicles in the interest of improving air quality and reducing noise,
as well as to slow the effects of climate change; and
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Town Council anticipates a growing trend in the use of
electric vehicles and the need for supporting electric vehicle infrastructure (hereinafter,
“EVI”); and
WHEREAS, creating an EVI framework can improve the quality of life in the Town,
attract businesses to the Town, and encourage the purchase of electric vehicles; and
WHEREAS, creating an EVI framework addresses potential zoning conflicts and offers
consistent standards.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
SECTION I. Chapter LUL, “Land Use Ordinance,” of the Town Code shall be and is
hereby amended to establish a new Article thereof, to be known as Article 24, entitled
“Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Regulations,” as follows:
ARTICLE 24
ELECTRIC VEHICLE INFRASTRUCTURE REGULATIONS
Sec. 24.01.
Establishment and Purpose
A.
This Article shall be known hereinafter as, “the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure
Code.”
B.
The Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Code is designed to encourage the transition
to electric vehicle use and to expedite the establishment of a convenient, cost-effective
electric vehicle infrastructure that such a transition necessitates.
Sec. 24.02.
Alterations or Repairs
Alterations or repairs, other than increasing the height or area of a new structure, may
be made to any structure to comply with this Article, provided that such alterations or
repairs also comply with all other provisions to the Land Use Ordinance, the Exterior
Property Maintenance Code, and all applicable building and construction codes.
Sec. 24.03.
Word Usage Generally
A.
Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense include the future; words in
the masculine gender include the feminine and neuter; the singular number includes the
plural and the plural the singular.
B.
Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not defined in this article and are
defined in the Uniform Construction Code, they shall have the same meanings ascribed
to them as in the Uniform Construction Code.
C.
Terms not defined. Undefined terms shall have their ordinarily accepted meanings.
D.
The word “shall” is always mandatory and not merely directory.
Sec. 24-04.
Terms Defined
As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:
A.
AC: alternating current (electricity).
B.
Battery: (pl. batteries) a cell or cells onboard an electric vehicle which is used for
storing and furnishing electrical energy for the purpose of propelling the vehicle.
C.
Battery Electric Vehicle (“BEV”): an electric vehicle with an onboard battery that
operates exclusively from electrical energy from the battery, which battery is charged from
an electrical power source (charging station) not onboard the vehicle.
D.
Charging Level: the standardized indicators of electrical force, or voltage at which
an electric vehicle’s battery is recharged. Typical electric vehicle charging levels and
specifications are:
1. Level 1 – Slow battery charging (AC). Voltage is 120 volts.
2. Level 2 – Medium battery charging (AC). Voltage is between 120v and 240v.
3. Level 3 – Fast battery charging (DC). Voltage is greater than 240v.
E.
Charging Station: equipment that has as its primary purpose the transfer of
electric energy by conductive or inductive means to a battery or other energy storage
device located onboard an electric vehicle. Various types of charging stations include:
1. Accessible Charging Station: a charging station incorporated into or immediately adjacent to a handicapped parking space as “handicapped parking space” is
defined by Sec. 13-21.3(a) of the Town Code.
2. Level 3 Charging Station: (sometimes referred to as a DC Fast charging
station) a charging station that provides any single-phase voltage or current rating higher
than that of Level 2, or any three-phase supply voltage configuration.
3. Private Charging Station: a charging station that is: (1) privately owned and
restricted access (e.g., single-family home, executive parking, designated employee
parking, etc.); or (2) publicly owned and restricted access (e.g., fleet parking with no
access to the general public).
4. Public Charging Station: a charging station that is: (1) publicly owned and
publicly available (e.g., park & ride, public parking lots, on-street parking, etc.); or (2)
privately owned and publicly available (e.g., shopping center parking, non-reserved
parking in multi-family parking lots, etc.).
F.
Charging Station Equipment: the conductors, including ungrounded and grounded,
and the electric vehicle connectors, attachment plugs, and all other fittings, devices,
power outlets, charging stations or apparatus installed specifically for the purpose of
delivering electrical energy from the charging station to the electric vehicle.
G.
Charging Station Space: a dedicated, marked space that identifies the use
thereof as exclusively for the charging of electric vehicles.
H.
DC: direct current (electricity).
I.
Electric Scooters and/or Motorcycles: a 2-wheel or 3-wheel electric vehicle that
operates exclusively on electrical energy stored in the vehicle’s batteries.
J.
Electric Vehicle: a vehicle that operates, either partially or exclusively, on
electrical energy from a charging station or other electrical energy source that is stored
in the vehicle’s battery for propulsion purposes. “Electric vehicle” includes: (1) a battery
electric vehicle; (2) a plug-in hybrid electric vehicle; (3) a neighborhood electric vehicle;
and (4) electric scooters or motorcycles.
K.
Neighborhood Electric Vehicle: an electric vehicle with four (4) wheels that
conforms to federal regulations under C.F.R. § 571.500, which can attain a speed of 20
miles per hour (mph) from a stand-still within one (1) mile but cannot exceed a speed of
more than 25 mph.
L.
Non-Electric Vehicle: a vehicle that does not meet the definition of “electric
vehicle” as provided herein.
M. Plug-In Hybrid Electric Vehicle (“PHEV”): an electric vehicle that (1) contains an
internal combustion engine and also allows power to be delivered to drive wheels by an
electric motor, and; (2) charges its battery primarily by connecting to a charging station
or other electrical source not on board the vehicle; (3) may additionally be able to sustain
a battery charge using an on-board internal combustion-driven generator; and (4) has the
ability to be propelled through the use of electricity.
N.
Motor Vehicle: has the same meaning as provided in Section 39:1-1, et seq. of the
Revised Statutes of the State of New Jersey.
Sec. 24.05.
Permitted Locations for Charging Stations
A.
Level 1 and Level 2 charging stations are permitted in every zoning district, when
accessory to the primary permitted use of said district. Charging stations located at singlefamily and multiple-family dwellings shall be designated as private use only. Installation
of Level 1 and 2 charging stations shall be subject to building permit approval.
B.
Level 3 charging stations are permitted in the zones set forth in subsection
24.06(A)(2) below when accessory to the primary permitted use for a given parcel of land.
Installation thereof shall be subject to building permit approval.
C.
If the primary use of a parcel is the retail charging of electric vehicle batteries, then
the use shall be considered a gasoline service station for zoning purposes. Installation
of such charging stations shall be located solely in zoning districts that permit gasoline
service stations.
Sec. 24.06.
Charging Station Requirements and Design Criteria
A.
Charging Station Space Requirements for Multi-Family Residential and NonResidential Development.
1. Minimum Requirements. Charging station spaces shall be included in the

Photo courtesy of Lorraine DeRick

FORCING A FUMBLE...Westfield PAL D defensive tackle Luke Romano bursts
up the middle to force a fumble to set up Westfield’s third touchdown of the day
in their victory against Cranford.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNDEFEATED CHAMPS...Team Rome of the Westfield Baseball League just
finished an undefeated championship season in the 7th-10th grades division of the
Fall World Classic. Pictured with their championship shirts at Tamaques Park
Field 2 are, left to right, are: kneeling; Noah Rubenstein, Garrett Gao, Liam
Carno, Rowan McMahill and Sam Reichel; middle row, Philip Langhart, Derek
Kobrin, Braedan McDonald, Owen Hilliard and Evan Swiat; back row, coaches
Rob Reichel, Dali Gao, Matt Swiat. Not pictured are player Ethan Epstein and
coach Mark McMahill.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

calculation for minimum parking spaces that are required pursuant to other Town, County,
and State regulations.
2. Number. Beginning January 1, 2020, development in any of the following
districts shall be required to provide electric vehicle infrastructure:
(a) RA-1 (Housing for Elderly Residence District);
(b) RA-2 (Garden Apartment Residence District);
(c) RA-3 (Garden Apartment Residence District);
(d) RA-4 (Senior Citizens Housing Residence District);
(e) RA-5A (Multi-family Residence District);
(f) RA-5B (Multi-family Residence District);
(g) RA-5C (Multi-Family Residence District);
(h) NA-AH (Residential TOD);
(i) NS-AMFH (Residential TOD);
(j) WBS-AMFH (Residential TOD);
(k) O-1 (Office District)
(l) O-2 (Office District);
(m) GB-1;
(n) GB-2;
(o) GB-3;
(p) Commercial;
(q) CBD; and
(r) All Affordable Housing Overlay Districts.
3. For all of the above-districts, charging stations shall be required when any one
of the following occurs: (1) a new building with a new or existing off-street parking facility
is developed; (2) an addition or improvement to an existing building is made that increases
the size of the principal structure by more than 50 percent; or (3) the parking capacity of
an existing building, site, or parking facility is increased by more than 50 percent.
4. The required number of charging stations for all zones set forth above shall be
3 percent of the total number of parking spaces, with any fractional spot being rounded
up to the nearest whole number.
5. To the extent that this Section 24.06 applies to any property within the Central
Business District that has had its parking requirements waived pursuant to the Section
17.02(G) of the Land Use Ordinance, such property shall not be required to provide
charging stations as described above. Any property with a parking requirement that either
cannot or has not been waived by Section 17.02(G) is subject to the requirements
provided herein.
6. With respect to all other districts within the Town, in order to proactively plan
for and accommodate the anticipated growth in market demand for electric vehicles, it is
strongly encouraged, but not required, that all new construction in those zones be
constructed to provide a 220-240-volt/40 amp outlet on a dedicated circuit in close
proximity to designated vehicle parking to accommodate the potential future hardwire
installation of a Level 2 charging station.
B.
Charging Station Space Location and Design Criteria for Multi-Family Residential
and Non-Residential Development.
1. Where provided, spaces for charging station purposes are required to include
the following:
(a) Signage. Each charging station space shall be posted with signage as
described further herein in Sec. 24-08.
(b) Maintenance. Charging station equipment shall be maintained in all respects.
Contact information, such as a phone number, shall be provided on the charging station
equipment for reporting purposes when the equipment is not functioning correctly, or
other equipment problems are encountered.
(c) Accessibility. Where charging station equipment is provided within a pedestrian circulation area, such as a sidewalk or other accessible route to a building entrance,
the charging station equipment shall be located so as not to interfere with accessibility
requirements of the New Jersey Accessibility Code, N.J.A.C. 5:23-7.2, et seq., or other
applicable accessibility standards.
(d) Lighting. Where charging station equipment is installed, adequate site lighting
shall be provided in accordance with the Town Code.
(e) Charging Station Equipment. All required charging stations shall be Level 2
or Level 3, which may be determined at the property owner’s discretion. Charging station
outlets and connector devices shall be no less than 36 inches and no higher than 48
inches from the ground or pavement surface where mounted and shall contain a retraction
device and/or a place to hang permanent cords and connectors a safe distance above the
ground or pavement surface. Equipment mounted on pedestals, lighting posts, bollards,
or other devices shall be designated and located as to not impede pedestrian travel or
create trip hazards on sidewalks.
(f) Charging Station Equipment Protection. Adequate charging station equipment
protection, such as concrete-filled steel bollards, shall be used. Non-mountable curbing
may be used in lieu of bollards, if the charging station is setback at least 24 inches from
the face of the curb.
(g) Data Collection. To allow for maintenance and notification, the Town shall
require the owners of public charging stations to provide information on the charging
station’s geographic location, date of installation, equipment type and model, and owner
contact information.
(h) Usage Fees. An owner of a charging station is not prohibited from collecting
a fee for the use of a charging station, in accordance with applicable State and Federal
regulations. Fees shall be prominently displayed on the charging station.
2. Those providing charging station spaces should consider the following:
(a) Notification. Information on the charging station, identifying voltage and
amperage levels and time of use, fees, or safety information.
(b) Signage. Installation of directional signs at appropriate decision points to
effectively guide motorists to the charging station space(s) as described further herein.
(c) Location (Specific to On-Street Parking). Placement of a single charging
station is preferred at the beginning or end stall on a block face.
Sec. Sec. 24.07. Charging Station Location(s)

necessary to designate the accessible charging station exclusively for the use of disabled
persons. Below are two options for providing for accessible electric vehicle charging
stations:

Accessible Charging Stations. It is strongly encouraged, but not required, that a
minimum of one (1) accessible charging station be provided. Accessible charging stations
should be in close proximity to the building or facility entrance and shall be connected to
a barrier-free accessible route of travel to and from the building or facility. It is not

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing ordinance was approved for final adoption by
the Town Council of the Town of Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on October 29, 2019.
Tara Rowley, RMC,
Town Clerk
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader
Fee: $594.15

Comment: The illustrations and photos above show two options for providing accessible charging stations. Option 1 is a likely scenario for installation in existing parking lots.
By using an existing wider end parking stall or restriping, an accessible charging station
may be more cost effectively installed. Where feasible, a wider clear area around the
equipment (60") is preferable. Additionally, this location away from the near building prime
parking has a better likelihood of being available for disabled persons, since the
accessible charging station is not exclusively reserved for disabled persons. Option 2
provides a location that has a shorter travel distance for disabled persons and can be
easily installed in a new parking lot. This option may allow the installer to provide a wider,
more fully compliant aisle.
While other options, depending on the specific layout of the new or reconfigured parking
area, are likely, at a minimum, an accessible charging station must be located within
accessible reach of the barrier-free access aisle (minimum 44-inch width) and the electric
vehicle and connect to a barrier-free route of travel. However, because the charging
station facility is not a parking facility, the accessible charging station does not need to be
located immediately adjacent to the building entrances or reserved exclusively for the use
of disabled persons.
Sec. 24-08.
Signage
A.
Electric vehicle charging stations, other than in residential use, shall have posted
signage, as identified in this section, allowing only charging electric vehicles to park in
such spaces. For purposes of this subsection, “charging” means that an electric vehicle
is parked at an electric vehicle charging station and is connected to the charging station
equipment.
B.
Each charging station space shall be posted with signage indicating the charging
station space is only for use by electric vehicles for charging purposes. Days and hours
of operations shall be included if time limits or tow away provisions are to be enforced.
C.
All signage shall include: (1) information on the charging station to identify voltage
and amperage levels and any time of use, fees, or safety information; (2) as appropriate,
directional signs to effectively guide motorists to the charging station space(s); and (3) any
additional optional signage may be posted to alert potential charging station users as to
other expectations.
D.
All such signage shall additionally be compliant with the Manual Uniform Traffic
Control Devices (“MUTCD”) as published by the Federal Highway Administration (“FHWA”)
and shall be made at the recommended sizes described therein.
Sec. 24-09.
Electric Vehicle Charging Station Regulations
A.
Charging stations, where provided for public use, are reserved for parking and
charging electric vehicles only, except as otherwise provided by this Article.
B.
Electric vehicles may park in any parking space otherwise designated for parking,
subject to the restrictions that would apply to any other vehicle generally.
Sec. 24-10.
Prohibitions
When a sign authorized under Sec. 24-08 provides notice of a designated charging
station space, no person shall park or stand a non-electric vehicle therein. Any nonelectric vehicle parked or standing in a charging station space is subject to fine and/or
impoundment of the offending vehicle as described in Section 24-13.
Sec. 24-11.
Notice of Electric Vehicle Charging Station
Upon adoption of an ordinance by the Town establishing a charging station(s) in onstreet or municipally-owned Town parking lots, the Town Engineer shall cause appropriate signs and markings to be placed in and around the designated charging station
space(s), indicating prominently thereon the parking regulations therefor. The signs shall
define time limits and hours of operation, as applicable, and shall state that the parking
space is reserved for the charging of electric vehicles only. Charging station space
regulation violators are subject to fine and/or impoundment of the offending vehicle.
Sec. 24-12.
Applicability of Construction and Land Use Regulations
Nothing in this Section shall be interpreted as a waiver, replacement, or substitute for
any installation that requires a Construction Code or Land Use Approval under applicable
provisions of any statute, ordinance, rule or regulation. Installation of charging stations to
an existing parking space is exempt from any such site plan review.
Sec. 24-13.
Violations and Penalties
A.
The Police Department, through its officers, shall enforce this Article and shall
make a record of any parking violation in public areas, including the state license or
registration number of the vehicle, the date concerning the violation, and any other
pertinent details. The police officer observing the violation shall attach to the vehicle or
property a summons directing the owner or operator of the vehicle or property owner to
appear before the Town of Westfield Municipal Court on a regular court night, or report
to the violation clerk and pay the prescribed fine in accordance section 13-8(b) of the Town
Code. All sums so paid shall be transmitted to the Town Treasurer. Any person receiving
a summons for violating any of the provisions of this article may, in any event, be liable
to any of the penalties imposed by this article upon conviction of such violation in the
Municipal Court.
B.
The Zoning Officer shall enforce all signage and installation requirements
described in this Article pursuant to the provisions of Article 21 to this Chapter.
SECTION II. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with any
part of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent that they are in conflict or
inconsistent.
SECTION III. If any section, provision, or part of provision of this Ordinance shall be held
to be unenforceable or invalid by any court, such holding shall not affect the validity of this
Ordinance, or any part thereof, other than the part so held unenforceable or invalid.
SECTION IV. This Ordinance shall take effect after passage and publication in the
manner provided by law.
NOTICE
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Carol Tener to Return As
Hale Speaker November 6
WESTFIELD — When Carol and the Historic Preservation ComTener delivered a talk last year at mission. She also spent years as a
the Hale Speaker Series, the sold- volunteer docent at the Miller-Cory
out audience was enthralled as she House Museum in Westfield.
described the history of
The free, open-to-thehomes and neighborpublic talk will take place
hoods in Westfield. But
at 7 p.m. at the Westfield
in her hour-long speech,
Memorial Library, lowhich included photos
cated at 550 East Broad
of Westfield “gems,”
Street. Those planning to
Ms. Tener could only
attend should pre-regisfocus on a portion of
ter online at wmlnj.org or
her extensive material.
by calling the library at
So, for the first time,
(908) 789-4090, extenthe Hale Series has insion 0.
vited a speaker back. On
The Hale Series, now
Wednesday, November
in its 12th year, was
Carol Tener
6, Ms. Tener will highfounded by the late Lee
light “Architectural Gems in Hale in memory of his wife, Anne.
Westfield — Part II,” and describe Their daughter, Barbara Hale, serves
more of the special homes and build- on the Hale Series committee. The
ings that are part of the history of talks are hosted by the Friends of
the town.
the Westfield Memorial Library and
Ms. Tener, who moved to are funded by the Anne and Lee
Westfield in 1966, has spent more Hale Fund and the Thomas Glasser
than 37 years in the real estate in- Foundation. To learn more about
dustry. She is a member of the board the Friends of the Westfield Memoof the Westfield Historical Society rial Library, visit fwmlnj.org.

Mountainside Library Lists
Early November Programs
MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has announced multiple programs for the
first week of November, along with
all Tuesday Night Movies for the
month. Visitors are advised that the
library will be closed on Thursday
and Friday, November 28 and 29, in
observance of Thanksgiving.
The Friends of the Mountainside
Library will host their Holiday Boutique at the library, featuring unique
and festive gift items and holiday decorations. The boutique will be open on
Friday, November 1, noon to 5 p.m.;
Saturday, November 2, 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.; Monday, November 4, 10 a.m. to
4 p.m., and Tuesday, November 5, 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. All proceeds from the
Holiday Boutique benefit the library.
Tuesday Night Movies for the
month are as follows: Yesterday
(2019, PG-13) on November 12; The
Upside (2019, PG-13) on November
19, and Maria by Callas (2018, PG)
on November 26. Showtime is 6:30
p.m. for each movie. There is no
movie on November 5 due to the
Holiday Boutique.
“The Universe of Sounds” will be
featured on Thursday, November 7,
at 3:45 p.m. Learn Listen Play of
Philadelphia will return to the library to explore the sounds of space
using unique instruments and sound

processors. Using a voice box vocoder and microphone, participants
will change their voice to sound like
aliens and creatures from beyond.
They also will make music using a
Theremin, an instrument that can be
played without any physical contact,
that was used for sound effects in
early sci-fi films and has been featured on “The Big Bang Theory”
television series. This program is for
students ages 3 and up. To reserve a
place, call the library.
“Antiques Roadshow: What are
Your Treasures Worth?” also will
take place on November 7, at 6 p.m.
Professional appraiser Michael
Ivankovich will introduce his audience to the concept of “value” and
reveal what their antiques, collectibles and personal treasures are
really worth today. Each attendee is
invited to bring in one item for Mr.
Ivankovich to appraise.
The popular Friday Opera on Film
series, hosted by Mena Clemson, will
present Don Pasquale by Gaetano
Donizetti on November 8 at 1 p.m.
Additional programs will be
posted for later in the month. To
register for programs requiring it,
stop into the library or call the library at (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.

St. Michael Church to Hold
Special Liturgy, Concert
CRANFORD — During an annual
Mass of Remembrance this Saturday,
November 2, at 5:30 p.m., St. Michael
Church will honor relatives and
friends deceased this past year. Their
names will be read during the special
liturgy. All are invited to attend.
Monsignor Timothy Shugrue, pastor, will welcome those attending this
Sunday, November 3, at 4 p.m., for
the annual “Concert to Honor the
Month of All Souls” at St. Michael,
which will include, again, a reading
of those deceased during 2019. The
program will feature the church’s adult
choir, with professional flute, cello,
organ, harp and guest soloists.
The program will include the
Gabriel Fauré “Requiem,” the “Stabat
Mater” of Giovanni Pergolesi and the
selections from “Requiem” by John
Rutter, all with translations.

St. Michael Church is located at 40
Alden Street, Cranford, and can be
reached at (908) 276-0360.

Singles Group Gathers
On Sunday Mornings
WESTFIELD — The Sunday
Morning Singles Discussion Group
meets every Sunday, from 9 to 10:15
a.m., on the lower level of the First
Baptist Church of Westfield. Participants will meet next month on November 3, 10, 17 and 24, to share
thoughts on a myriad of topics.
This nondenominational group is
open to single people. A continental
breakfast is provided and a $2 donation is requested. The First Baptist
Church is located at 170 Elm Street,
Westfield. For more information, call
(908) 686-0563.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY INSURANCE FUND COMMISSION
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2018 AUDIT REPORT FOR PUBLICATION
AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S.40A:5-7
STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 2018
ASSETS
Cash and Cash Equivalents
Investment in Joint Venture

$ 4,268,821
2,006,003

TOTAL ASSETS

$ 6,274,824

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND NET POSITION
Accounts Payable
Loss Reserves
Net Position

$ 11,045
4,254,566
2,009,213

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND NET POSITION

$ 6,274,824

STATEMENT OF OPERATING RESULTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2018
REVENUE:
Member Assessments
County Payments to NJ Counties Excess JIF
Interest Income
TOTAL REVENUE

$ 5,739,964
2,518,601
49,908
$ 8,308,473

EXPENSES:
Provision for Claims
Administrative

$ 5,605,510
181,152

TOTAL EXPENSES

$ 5,786,662

Net Current Surplus (Deficit)

$ 2,521,811

Net Change in Investment in Joint Venture
Net Income

(512,598)
$ 2,0009,213

Net Position, Beginning

—

Net Position, Ending

$ 2,009,213
SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS
NONE

The above Summary or Synopsis was prepared from the Report of Audit of the Union
County Insurance Fund Commission, for the calendar year 2018. This Report of Audit
submitted by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Certified Public Accountants and Registered
Municipal Accountants, is on file at the Executive Director/Administrator’s office and may
be inspected by any interested person.
PERMA Risk Management Services
Administrator
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader
Fee: $89.76

Service League Thrift Shop
To Begin Doll and Toy Sale
SCOTCH PLAINS — The
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League Thrift Shop, located at 1741
East 2nd Street, Scotch Plains, will
begin the holiday season with its annual Doll and Toy Sale.
The sale will be held Tuesday, November 5, through Saturday, November 9. Dolls include Barbie and Barbietype dolls, fashion dolls, character dolls
and baby dolls. Stuffed animals,
puzzles and books also will be featured, plus a wide variety of favorite
games and toys by Mattel, Play School,
Disney and other major manufacturers. Legos are often available.
A large assortment of trucks and
cars are always available. Dolls and
toys are new or gently used. Prior to
stocking, the toy and doll collections
are examined for cleanliness and all
parts and pieces.
On Tuesday, November 19, the thrift
shop will stock its Christmas Bric-aBrac. For that festive look, shoppers
can deck the halls with home décor.
Tableware and cookware will be available for holiday gatherings. All items
are on a first-come, first-served basis
and cannot be held. All purchases are
cash only. The shop appreciates small
denominations and cannot guarantee
acceptance of bills $50 and larger.

Caregivers to Meet
Monday Evening
WESTFIELD — A support group
for those caring for elderly or chronically ill loved ones meets on the first
non-holiday Monday of each month,
at 7:30 p.m., in the Parish Center of
St. Helen’s Roman Catholic Church
on Lamberts Mill Road in Westfield.
The next meeting will take place on
November 4. These are information
and sharing sessions. For more information, call Marilyn Ryan at (908)
232-1214.

Thrift shop hours are Tuesday
through Friday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.,
and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. New
and gently-used saleable donations
are always welcome during business
hours. The Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League is an all-volunteer,
non-profit organization that has
served the local communities since
1974. Since its founding, the League
has donated more than $1.3 million
for local causes. Anyone interested in
learning more about the League or
membership is invited to call (908)
322-5420, visit the League’s website
at scotchplainsthriftshop.weebly.com
or speak to any of the volunteers at
the thrift shop. Interested persons also
may check out the organization’s
Facebook page, “Fanwood-Scotch
Plains Service League,” and give the
League a “Like.” Parking is available
on the street and in the rear of the
thrift shop building. Visitors may enter the parking lot via Willow Street.

Hist. Soc. Luncheon
Has Venue Change
WESTFIELD — Due to an unforeseen circumstance at Echo Lake Country Club involving the construction,
the Westfield Historical Society will
hold its First Wednesday Luncheon
on November 6 instead at Ferraro’s
restaurant, on the second floor, located at 14 Elm Street, Westfield.
Elevator access is available to the
second floor.
The luncheon program is entitled
“The Statue of Liberty — Meant for
Egypt, Ends in America,” featuring
Gary Lee Mahmoud and Sam
Mahmoud. It will begin with checkin at 11:45 a.m. Reservations and
payment are due before Friday, November 1. For full information, visit
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Author to Discuss Ice Sheet’s
Clues Regarding Climate
SCOTCH PLAINS — Jon Gertner
will return to the Scotch Plains Public
Library next Thursday, November 7,
at 7 p.m., to discuss his latest book,
“The Ice at the End of the World.”
Mr. Gertner explains how the
work in Greenland, aided by an
evolving array of technological
tools, has led to a deepening understanding of the natural world and
current climate crisis.
The story of Greenland’s ice sheet
includes hair-raising tales of adventure and frostbite; a cast of characters
who suffered misery on an almost
unimaginable level, and a number of
scientists who perceived in the ice a
method to decipher clues to the ancient and future earth.

Caregiver Conf. To
Address Alzheimer’s
CRANFORD — Alzheimer’s New
Jersey, in conjunction with the Union
County Division on Aging and Disability Resource Connection and
Union County College, will present a
free, half-day conference for
caregivers this Saturday, November
2, from 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Featuring doctors and an attorney,
the conference will take place in Union
County College’s Roy Smith Theatre, located at 1033 Springfield Avenue, Cranford. Free adult day care
services also are available. For complete details, call (973) 586-4300, or
to register online, go to alznj.org/
services/caregiver-conferences/.
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/24/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-888
AWARDED TO: Medcom, Birmingham, Alabama
SERVICES: To provide Retiree Benefit
Billing Services and COBRA Administration Services
PERIOD: November 1, 2019 -October
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$36,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/24/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-868
amending (Resolution No. 2019-577)
AWARDED TO: Various Agencies
SERVICES: to deliver services to the
Union County residents 60 years of age or
older and/or their caregivers
PERIOD: January1, 2019 – December
31, 2019
COSTS: in the amount of $138,235.00
for a new grand total not to exceed
$5,357,811.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $23.97

Mr. Gertner is a contributing writer
for The New York Times Magazine
and best-selling author of “The Idea
Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age
of American Innovation.” Registration is recommended.
Area residents are invited to return
to the library on Thursday, December
12, at 7 p.m., for the second part of the
library’s “Stories of the Rising Seas”
series. They will hear another New
Jersey native, journalistAndrew Lewis,
speak about how the state’s Bayshore
region has struggled to rebuild in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.
Mr. Lewis is a contributing writer
for Outside and also has written for
The New York Times Magazine. Registration is recommended.
For more information or to register, go to scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by
the Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927
Bartle Avenue, one block from Park
Avenue in the center of the township.

Scotch Plains Library
Offers Cookbook Club
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library invites area residents to join its new Cookbook Club.
Each month, registered participants
will choose, prepare and share recipes from the selected cookbook.
Members will get together to sample
the dishes and discuss the cookbook.
The club will meet on Monday,
November 4, at 7 p.m., to discuss and
sample recipes from “Trisha’s Table”
by Trisha Yearwood. Registration is
required. Interested persons are asked
to stop by the Reference Desk to
register and to select a recipe.
For more information, go to
scotlib.org, email library@scotlib.org
or call (908) 322-5007, extension no.
204. The Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one block from Park Avenue in
the center of the township.

Start Your
Sales Engines!

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Six Temples to Unite For
Program on Torah Scrolls
SCOTCH PLAINS — Temple
Sholom, located at 1925 Lake Avenue, Scotch Plains, will present a
commemorative program this Sunday, November 3, at 7 p.m. It will
take place in conjunction with Congregation Beth Israel of Scotch
Plains, Temple Beth O’r Beth Torah
of Clark, Temple Beth-El Mekor
Chayim of Cranford, Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield and Temple
Sinai of Summit.
Each of these synagogues is unique
because it possesses on long-term
loan a Torah scroll that came from a
Czechoslovakian synagogue. The
commemorative program will center around the story of these scrolls.
In 1939, the Nazis invaded
Czechoslovakia, and the assault on
its Jewish communities began. At
the time there were around 350 synagogues throughout the country. The
Nazis destroyed more than 60, and
the remaining were abandoned and
left to decay. During World War II,
the Nazis allowed valuable items
from the deserted Jewish syna-

Garwood Library Reveals
Inaugural November Events
GARWOOD — The Garwood Public Library, located at 411 Third Avenue, has released its schedule of activities for the first half of November,
as well as programs taking place
throughout the month. The library will
be closed Thursday through Saturday,
November 28 to 30, for Thanksgiving.
The Knitting Club is available
Mondays and Thursdays, at 10:30
a.m. No registration is required. Participants learn how to knit or show
others how it is done while enjoying
fun conversation. Needles and yarn
are provided to newcomers.
Kid’s Chess, an informal chess game
for children of all ages, is offered
Mondays at 3 p.m. No registration is
required but sessions are limited to 12
participants. This is a non-instructional
program with six boards provided.
The library will serve as a polling
location on Tuesday, November 5,
for the General Election. It will be
open but all programs are cancelled

‘Healthy Aging’ to Be
Lavy House Topic
WESTFIELD — An informational
program on “Healthy Aging: What’s
Normal? What’s Not?” will take place
on Tuesday, November 5, from 11:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at The Senior
Resource Center at The Lavy House,
located at 748 East Broad Street,
Westfield.
Jewish Family Service of Central
New Jersey Nurse Kathleen
McMahon, RN, will present the program. This event is free and open to
the entire community. A light lunch
will be served, with kosher dietary
laws observed.
A veteran registered nurse, Ms.
McMahon has experience working in
both hospital and community health
nurse settings. She was instrumental
in implementing the JFS Care Transitions program with Trinitas Regional
Medical Center and Holy Redeemer.
The Senior Resource Center at The
Lavy House is a joint venture between Jewish Family Service of Central New Jersey and Temple EmanuEl of Westfield. It provides programming and the services of Licensed
Clinical Social Worker Naomi
Kreutzer each Tuesday.
Registration is recommended if
planning to attend. Interested persons are asked to contact (908) 3528375 or info@jfscentralnj.org.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2148
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING,
AMENDING
AND
SUPPLEMENTING THE CODE
OF
THE
TOWN
OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
IN ORDER TO REGULATE
THE STORAGE AND DELIVERY
OF
PREMANUFACTURED
(MODULAR) HOMES AND
BUILDING COMPONENTS
NOTICE

goleader.com/form/bulletin
PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/24/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an extraordinary
unspecifiable service pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40A:11-5(1)(a) (11). This contract and the
resolution authorizing it is available for
public inspection in the Office of the Clerk
of the Board.
RESOLUTION NO: 2019-892
amending (Resolution No. 2018-897)
AWARDED TO: Cumming Construction Company, of Cranford, New Jersey
SERVICES: To provide additional construction management services associated
with the Ash Brook Golf Course Clubhouse Project located in Scotch Plains,
New Jersey
PERIOD: November 1, 2019 -October
31, 2020
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$163,408.80 for a new contract amount
not to exceed $1,513,131.80.
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $27.03

gogues to be brought to the Jewish
Museum of Prague. Among the treasures were some 1,800 Torah scrolls.
In 1964, Westminster Synagogue
in London was able to acquire 1,564
of these scrolls and to begin the
arduous task of cataloging them and
restoring as many as possible. A
trust was set up which retains ownership of the Czechoslovakian Torah scrolls but sends them out worldwide on long-term loan.
Each of the six congregations participating in the commemorative program on Sunday at Temple Sholom
will bring its Czechoslovakian scroll
for display. Peter Fleischmann, of
Congregation Beth Israel, will give
a history of the Czech scrolls and of
Kristallnacht. Students from the six
congregations will present a short
history of towns from which the Torah scrolls originated. This will be
followed by a liturgical service led
by Cantor Darcie Sharlein. The
evening will end with an informal
reception. The program is open to
the public and free of charge.

Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
October 29, 2019.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

and seating will be limited.
Kid’s Craft, for children in second
grade and up, will be featured on Tuesday, November 12, at 3 p.m. Participants will make a fun Thanksgiving
craft. Registration is required and participation limited to 20 youngsters.
Adult Craft also will take place on
November 12, at 6 p.m. Attendees
will make a Thanksgiving craft. Participation is limited to 10 individuals
and registration is required.
Toddler Story Time, for newborns
to age 4, is offered Wednesdays at
10:30 a.m. No registration is required.
The Pipsqueak Players will join the
group on November 20.
The Thursday Evening Book Club
will meet at 7 p.m. on November 3 to
discuss “Loving Frank” by Nancy
Horan. No registration is required.

Wed. Morning Club
Lists Guest Speaker
CRANFORD — Wednesday
Morning Club Co-Presidents Sue
Driscoll and Marie Mastorakis will
welcome guest speaker John Prescott
to the club’s business meeting on
Wednesday, November 6. Mr.
Prescott, history coordinator for
Union County, will give a PowerPoint
presentation on “Invention, Innovation, and Industry in Union County.”
The meeting will begin at 10 a.m. at
the Cranford Community Center, 220
Walnut Avenue. The public is invited.

Library Trustees
To Meet Nov. 6
GARWOOD — The Garwood Public Library Board of Trustees will
meet on Wednesday, November 6, at
8 p.m., at the library. This meeting is
open to the public. The library is
located at 411 Third Avenue.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR QUOTES
PLUMBER & ELECTRICIAN
The Township of Scotch Plains is looking to solicit the services of a PLUMBER
and ELECTRICIAN. If you are interested
in submitting a quote please fill out the
quote sheet available by requesting same
from the Township Clerk via email at
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com.
The successful low quote will be required to submit the appropriate paper
work within one week after being notified in
writing that you are the apparent low quote:
· Business Registration Certificate.
· Certificate of Insurance naming the
Township Insured and have the following:
o General Liability, including products/Completed Operations Limit
$1,000,000.00 CSL Authority be named
as additional insured.
o Auto Liability: Limit $1,000,000.00
CSL.
o Workers’ Compensation InsuranceStatutory Limits.
· Completed Risk Transfer Agreement
with an embossed copy of your seal.
All Quotes are to be e-mailed to
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com by December 10, 2019 at 10:00am. It is incumbent on the contractor to insure that the
Township has received the quote.
Any questions are to be e-mailed to
blacina@scotchplainsnj.com by December 3, 2019 at 1:00pm
The Township is not responsible to insure that we have received the quote.
Please call 908-322-6700 Ext 211 to
confirm.
Alexander Mirabella
Township Manager
Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/31/19, The Times Fee: $37.74

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/24/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

UNION COUNTY BOARD
OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
Date Adopted: 10/24/19
Public Notice is hereby given that the
Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders has awarded a contract without competitive bidding as an Professional
servicepursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)
(i). This contract and the resolution authorizing it is available for public inspection in
the Office of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-896
amending (Resolution No. 2019-692)
AWARDED TO: Ruderman & Roth,
LLC of Springfield, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in the matter entitled
Eric Graham v. UC, et als.
COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$10,000.00 for a sum not to exceed
$40,000.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42

RESOLUTION NO: 2019-894
AWARDED TO: CME Associates, of
Parlin, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: to prepare a comprehensive Open Space & Recreation Plan
Element of the Union County 2020 Parks,
Recreation and Open Space Master Plan
COSTS: in the amount not to exceed
$167,500.00
James E. Pellettiere, RMC, QPA, Clerk
of the Board Chosen Freeholders
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $21.42
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Blue Devils Sideline P-Burg in Overtime, 20-14
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ond game-winning or -tying drive late
in the fourth quarter, having done it
against Watchung Hills in Week 3.
P-burg drove to the Westfield 37,
but turned the ball over on downs
with 19 seconds left. Coach Jim
DeSarno had Shapiro take a knee and
the game went into overtime.
The ’Liners got the ball first and
picked up six yards on two plays, with
all-over-the-field linebacker Will
Kessler making both stops. A thirddown pass into the end zone was
almost a score as Jordan Ortiz and the
P-burg receiver battled for the ball,
coming down out of bounds. (The
’Liner faithful prematurely thought it
was a score, and quite a few fans fell
through the fence.) A fourth-down
keeper by Ries was stopped one yard
short of a first down by Matt Shinners.
Three plays later, Shapiro found
Rooney open in the right corner of the
end zone … and the white jerseys
went W-I-L-D.
“We couldn’t run the ball,” DeSarno
said. WHS had -three yards rushing
on 20 carries. Tim Alliegro being
limited to just four yards on 11 carries. But P-burg was not the only team
playing stout defense.
“Our defense was great tonight,”
DeSarno said. “Not too many teams
can hold them to only two scores. We

were physical and covered really well.
We were on defense a lot and our kids
never gave in. (P-burg) had to make
some unbelievable catches against
strong coverage.”
Colin Freer suffered a fractured
metatarsal in his right wrist last week
but was not going to miss the P-burg
game, so he played with his right arm
wrapped in a cast, WHS went with a 53-3 defense (from its normal 4-4-3),
moving the end inside to tackle, with
Henry Meiselman playing that end,
Matt O’Conner moved to nose guard,
with Jon Heard at the other tackle and
Will Heflin at end. Shinners, Dan
Shakal and Kessler handled linebacker,
with normal outside backer Reid
Colwell dropping back to play safety
in place of the injured James Csorba.
Corners Danny Varano and Ortiz were
strong against the run and pass.
“I knew the defense would make a
stop and they stepped up,” Shapiro
said of the overtime. “We earned it. I
mean, coming out here, where there is
so much tradition … it was a dogfight.
This feels so great, especially in this
atmosphere.”
Rooney almost had a spectacular
touchdown midway through the third
quarter but it ended up being an end
zone interception by Chris Chiulli. But
that did not slow down Westfield’s pass-

ing game. Shapiro was 8-for-9 in the
third period and 9-for-10 in the fourth.
“That was part of our game plan,”
Rooney said. “Just pick at them …
seven yards every play.”
Pick … pick … pick and then when
adjustments are made, hit the bigger
plays. Rooney had catches for 11, 24,
24 and 15 yards on the final drive in
regulation.
“You’ve got to give it to P-burg,
they came to play,” Rooney said. “This
field, this atmosphere, I mean, a lot of
colleges don’t have an atmosphere
like they have here. The band, the
crowd, it’s unreal.
“But I think it worked in our favor,
because we wanted to shut them up.”
Notes: Phillipsburg is the state’s
all-time leader in wins with 702.
Westfield is fourth on the list with
642. … P-burg had a 15-13 advantage
in first downs, and five of them were
third-down conversions. … Kessler’s
first punt went just six yards, but his
other two were high, soaring 39- and
37-yarders. … P-burg star Matt Quetel
limped off the field with 1:30 left in
the third quarter, finishing with 93
yards on 20 carries. … Colwell, who
used to sing the National Anthem
before WHS games as a youth, had
two nice last-second deflections to
thwart potential big gains.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELUDING SOME RAIDERS..The Plainfield running back tries to elude Raiders Matt Power, No. 27, and Jake Hahn, No.
1. The Raiders defeated Plainfield, 21-20, to even their record to 4-4.

Raider Gridders Win 4th; Nip Cardinals, 21-20
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THE CELEBRATION BEGINS...The Blue Devils hoist Griffin Rooney, No. 17, in celebration after grabbing the gamewinning pass from quarterback Hank Shapiro in overtime to defeat P-Burg, 20-14.

a slick pass to a wide open Piesch,
who barreled to the 14 before he was
taken down. With great blocking from
the offensive line, Robinson did the
rest with a 14-yard touchdown sprint
with 10:15 on the clock.
“Not many times you get to throw
one of them and Jake Hahn threw a
great pass. It was awesome for him.
We have been practicing that play for
about four weeks and we were just
waiting for the right moment to do it.
We saw the time to do it and it worked
out great,” Coach Holman expressed.
“Before the game coach told us that
once we get past the 50-yard line, it
was supposed to be on the first drive,
but we were just pounding the ball
down their throat, so on the second
drive he told me ‘go down, go down’.
I went down, acted like I had a cramp
in my calf. It was so the other team
didn’t seem suspicious that the backup
quarterback was coming in for no
reason. I thought it was a great play,”
Widder revealed.
As to Piesch’s role in the trickery,
Coach Holman said with a chuckle,
“Those are always the hardest ones to
catch. Christian has been playing great
for a kid who hasn’t played football
since middle school. He’s done an
awesome job on both sides of the ball.

He’s a team player.”
The Cardinals answered on their
next series, which included a leaping
grab good for 35 yards by Jymirr
Harvey and was concluded by a oneyard touchdown plunge with 7:18 left
in the half. The two-point conversion

attempt failed.
However the Raiders upped their
lead to 21-6 with 3:12 on the clock
when Widder performed a perfect
screen pass to Martin, who sprinted
into the end zone.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ALL ALONE..Raider Christian Piesch, No. 10, was all alone when he grabbed this
pass from quarterback Jake Hahn and turned it into a 36-yard gain.

102 Golf Edge, Westfield
$2,750,000 • 5 Bedrooms • 5.1 Baths

820 Lawrence Avenue, Westfield
$1,625,000 • 5 Bedrooms • 4.1 Baths

110 Wychwood Road, Westfield
$1,395,000 • 6 Bedrooms • 6.1 Baths

1115 Summit Avenue, Westfield
$1,299,900 • 5 Bedrooms • 4 Baths

Frank D. Isoldi
@frankdisoldi

•

•

908.787.5990
@homeswestfield

•

frankisoldi@gmail.com
•

theisoldicollection.com

209 Central Avenue, Westfield NJ 07090
908.233.5555
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Walk Down Memory Lane

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOVING OUT INTO THE OPEN FIELD..Raider junior running back Shawn Martin, No. 3, bursts into the open field in
the game against the Cardinals. Martin turned a screen pass into a 32-yard touchdown.

This week in 2015 - A peek from
the past. From the archives of The
Westfield Leader and The Times of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood - See it all
online at goleader.com/archives
October 31, 2015: Thirty eight
years ago (1977) there was the infamous New York City Blackout, Apple
Computer was incorporated, snow
actually fell in Miami (January 19),
David Berkowitz (Son of Sam) was
arrested, Star Wars opened, Reggie
Jackson hit three home runs in a World
Series win over the Dodgers, Saturday Night Fever was released and it
was the last time that the Westfield
High School football team went 7-0.
That was until the Blue Devils routed
the Warriors of Watchung Hills, 40-0,

recording six sacks and forcing nearly
all of his passes. Defensive tackle
Nick Maher recorded three sacks,
while Owen Kessler, Jake VallLlobera, Kyle Dombrowski, Devin
Zrebiec, Tom Morley and Jeff Gagum
were also involved in sacks and exerting extreme pressure.
Senior running back Jack Curry
finished with 93 yards rushing on 18
carries, including respective touchdown runs of 12 yards, four yards, 17
yards and eight yards. Kicker Mike
Moriarty added respective field goals
of 24 yards and 37 yards. Junior quarterback Phil Martini shared time with
Zach Kelly and the twosome mixed a
fine running game with a passing game
and came up with 134 yards in the air

pack of Blue Devils, crossing fifth
with a time of 16:46, better than his
time of 16:52 at the conference meet
where he finished two seconds behind teammate Ryan Siegel. Matt
Meusel took sixth at 16:55, far better
than his 17:11 time at the conference
meet. Raider Lukas Stein finished
seventh also at 16:55. Blue Devils
Alex Hall at 17:01, Siegel at 17:08,
Alex Campbell at 17:16 and Aditya
Singh at 17:17 took 10-12-15-16.
For the girls, Raider sophomore
Maddy Bord finished sixth with a
time of 19:56, much better than her
20:08 finish at the conference meet.
The Blue Devil girls also came in
with a pack mentality and the first
was Devyn Heinzerling, who crossed
12th at 20:26, followed by Julia
Gretsky at 20:27 and Julia Myers at
20:28. Emma Jackler was 16th at
20:30 and Brooke Schaeffer finished
20th at 20:47. Noelle Blackford and
Mia Melao finished 27-29.
October 30, 2015: Easy victory
vanished quickly in the third quarter
and the visiting Governor Livingston
Highlander football team made a valiant attempt to capitalize but the
Cranford Cougars finally came to their
senses to claim a 35-20 win at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 30.
The Cougars improved to 8-0.

Raider Gridders Nip Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

“Liam [Mahr] came in, put his hand
up. It went right over his hand. Kenny
pulled out, hit the corner and Shawn
was gone,” Widder described.
“The screen pass play was outstanding. It might have been a fiveyard pass but it was executed perfectly from up front with Kenny
Yeager kicking out the corner, from
Christian [Piesch] making an outstanding crack block on their inside
linebacker that really opened up everything. That won us the game right
there. Shawn was the player of the
week and everybody is proud of him
but everybody is working for each
other. That’s what it’s all about,”
Coach Holman emphasized.
Just before the half the Cardinals
narrowed the score to 21-12 on a fiveyard run.
Both defenses ruled the second half
with Robinson recovering a fumble
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
COUNTY OF UNION
NOTICE TO BIDDERS
Mr. Michael Robinson, QPA
PHONE 908-709-7226
FAX 908-709-7330
EMAIL m-robinson@cranfordnj.org
NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
Auditing/Consultant Services
Township Attorney
Prosecutor
Alternate Prosecutor
Public Defender
Alternate Public Defender
Township Environmental Attorney
Township Labor Attorney
Redevelopment Attorney
Affordable Housing Counsel
General Litigation Counsel
Bond Counsel
Tax Appeal Attorney
Planning Board Attorney
Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney
Planning Services for the
Planning Board
Planning Services for the Zoning
Board of Adjustment
Engineering Services
Risk Management
Consulting Services
Planning Services
Planning Services for
Affordable Housing
Appraisal Services
The Township of Cranford is soliciting
proposals through a fair and open process
in accordance with N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4
et seq.
Sealed RFP responses should be addressed to Patricia Donahue, Township
Clerk, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey 07016. Sealed RFP responses will
be received by the Township Clerk on
Friday, November 22, 2019, at 10:00 a.m.
in the office of the Township Clerk, Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey 07016, at which
time and place responses will be opened
for:
REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS/PROPOSALS FOR
Auditing/Consultant Services
Township Attorney
Prosecutor
Alternate Prosecutor
Public Defender
Alternate Public Defender
Township Environmental Attorney
Township Labor Attorney
Redevelopment Attorney
Affordable Housing Counsel
General Litigation Counsel
Bond Counsel
Tax Appeal Attorney
Planning Board Attorney
Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney
Planning Services for the
Planning Board
Planning Services for the Zoning
Board of Adjustment
Engineering Services
Risk Management
Consulting Services
Planning Services
Planning Services for
Affordable Housing
Appraisal Services
Beginning on Monday, November 4,
2019, submission packages may be obtained at the Township Clerk’s Office, (908)
709-7210, during regular business hours,
8:30 A.M. to 4:00 P.M., Monday through
Friday, excluding holidays, or by downloading the documents on the Township’s
website: https://www.cranfordnj.org/bids.
Registration on the Township’s website is
required.
Respondents shall comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and
N.J.A.C. 17:27. A copy of your New Jersey
Business Registration Certificate shall be
included with your proposal.
By order of the Township Committee
Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan,
Township Administrator
Patricia Donahue,
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $85.68

and Widder being intercepted. But
late in the fourth quarter with 1:51
remaining the Cardinals scored on an
uncanny 10-yard touchdown grab by
Harvey. The two-point conversion
was good but when the Raiders got
the ball they stuck to the ground and
ran out the clock.
“I got to give credit to our D-line,
especially Kenny [Yeager] because in
the first quarter they were dominating,
getting a really good push but then
they [Plainfield] started double teaming him and started doing outside runs
and passes. If one part of our defense
slacks, another part picks up. That’s
the way we work,” Manville explained.
The Raiders will host 4-4 Colonia
this Saturday, November 2, at 2 p.m.
“I think this week at practice there’s
going to be a lot of good energy,
everyone working their butt off, working towards the goal to get above
.500. I think this week, we are really
going to grind it out and show Colonia

what we can do,” Yeager said.
“We actually finished the regular
season undefeated away. All of our
fans hear about us but we really got to
show them who the Raiders are now,”
Manville said.
“This week is going to be an intense week because everyone wants
to be above .500 even though the past
years we haven’t even come close to
it. We are really thriving to make the
playoffs and if we win this game, we
have a big chance to make the playoffs,” Widder added.
No matter what happens the Raiders will return nearly their entire starting lineup next year. “I think it’s going to be a fun time next year with
everyone coming back and the whole
team being seniors, having the bond
that we have. We are a family here. I
think next year games will be not as
close,” Yeager predicted.
Sc Pl-Fanwood
Plainfield

7 14
0 12

0
0

0
8

21
20

SPF PAL C & D Shut Out
Kenilworth PAL Grid Kids
Two of the three Scotch Plains
Fanwood (SPF) PAL football teams
heading to the playoffs geared up
with victories this past October 27, at
a rainy Perry Tyson Field in Scotch
Plains. At SPF High’s wet turf field,
the C team Raiders (sixth grade) rolled
past Kenilworth, 35-0, while the D
team Raiders (fifth grade) also pitched
a shutout, 7-0, over Kenilworth.
The third SPF PAL team going to the
playoffs, the B team Raiders (seventh
grade), had a bye over the weekend.
The A team Raiders closed out the 2019
season with a tough 7-0 defeat to
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
PUBLIC HEARING
A Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, November 14, 2019, at 7:15 p.m., or
as soon thereafter as the matter can be
heard in Council Chambers, Municipal
Building, 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.
For the purpose of receiving public input
on the Borough’s Union County Development Block Grant Proposal(s) for year (46)
forty-six.
Proposals must be submitted in writing
to the Municipal Clerk by 4:00 p.m., Friday,
November 8, 2019.
Christina M. Ariemma, RMC
Borough Administrator/Municipal Clerk
Borough of Garwood
403 South Avenue
Garwood, New Jersey 07027
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $18.87

Kenilworth. In Flemington, the third
graders for SPF were defeated by the
host team, 26-6. The E team Raiders
(fourth grade) had its game with
Kenilworth called off due to the weather.
Joe DeRosa and Paul Boyle spearheaded the C team’s victory, while in
the other SPF shutout, Chris Horn,
Nick Marranca and Max Markho were
the standouts for the D team Raiders.
In the final game of their PAL careers, the A team was led by Aidan
Fairweather, Anthony Romano,
Michael Eitmanas and the entire eight
grade the Raider squad. In
Flemington, the third grade Raiders
received fine efforts from Nick
Hutchinson and Robert Lawson.
The New Jersey Suburban Youth
Football League playoffs start on November 10.

David B. Corbin (October 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

goleader.com/form/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 14-00186,
sold on 6/8/2015, dated 6/18/2015, and
was recorded on 8/11/2015 in Book 13967
at Page 913, made by PAUL M. LESNIAK,
Collector of Taxes of ELIZABETH, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK CUST
PFS FINANCIAL 1 and subsequently assigned to plaintiff, TLF NATIONAL TAX
LIEN TRUST 2017-1 on 7/19/2018 and
was recorded on 8/7/2018 in Assignment
Book 1443 at Page 2447. This covers real
estate located in ELIZABETH, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 490 BLOCK 5 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of ELIZABETH and concerns premises
commonly known as 410-412 1ST AVENUE, ELIZABETH, New Jersey.
YOU,
ALON
SHEMESH
and
MORDECHAI SHEMESH, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because you are the owner of a property
which is the subject of the above entitled
action.
YOU, MRS. ALON SHEMESH, WIFE
OF ALON SHEMESH and MRS.
MORDECHAI SHEMESH, WIFE OF
MORDECHAI SHEMESH, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because plaintiff has been unable to determine whether defendants ALON
SHEMESH and MORDECHAI SHEMESH
are married, and if married, the name of
ALON SHEMESH and MORDECHAI
SHEMESH’s spouses. If ALON SHEMESH
and MORDECHAI SHEMESH are married, the plaintiff joins MRS. ALON
SHEMESH, WIFE OF ALON SHEMESH
and MRS. MORDECHAI SHEMESH, WIFE
OF MORDECHAI SHEMESH as defendants for any possessory or marital rights
you may have.
DATED: October 25, 2019
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $84.66

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Complaint filed in a Civil Action, in
which TLF NATIONAL TAX LIEN TRUST
2017-1 is the plaintiff and ALON
SHEMESH, ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, UNION County and
bearing Docket No. F-014880-19 within
thirty-five (35) days after October 31, 2019
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Complaint. You shall file your Answer and
Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hughes Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accordance
with the Rules of Civil Practice and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax

and 178 with the run. Jack Shirk had
four receptions for 75 yards.
October 28, 2015: The Westfield
High School girls’ varsity volleyball
team nearly saw its dream of a county
title go up in smoke courtesy of a
spirited effort by the underdog
Cranford Cougars. Second-seeded
Westfield rallied after losing the first

COMING THROUGH THE PASS...The leaders of the pack come running
through the .6-mile point of the Union County cross-country championship at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 28, 2015. The Blue Devil boys won the title.

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on
October 31.
That 1977 team, which featured
Butch Woolfolk and Owen Brand,
now one of the Blue Devil coaches,
went on to beat Barringer in the sectional championship game at Giants
Stadium in front of a crowd of 33,000
to finish 11-0. In the section semifi-

Support Local Journalism

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-014880-19
FILE NO. 26983-19

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ALON SHEMESH; MRS.
ALON SHEMESH, WIFE OF
ALON
SHEMESH;
MORDECHAI SHEMESH;
MRS.
MORDECHAI
SHEMESH,
WIFE
OF
MORDECHAI SHEMESH;

David B. Corbin (October 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WRAPPING UP A WARRIOR...Blue Devil defensive tackle Tom Morley, No. 77, and a host of Blue Devils wrap up running
back Nadir Beyah at Kehler Stadium on October 31, 2015. Westfield ransacked Watchung Hills, 40-0.

nal, the Blue Devils defeated
Livingston in the presence of 13,000
screaming fans at Kehler Stadium.
Against the Warriors, the Blue Devil
defense refused to give quarterback
Sean Sullivan any breathing room,
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 2149
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
AND SUPPLEMENTING THE
CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY,
IN ORDER TO MEET THE
TOWN’S OBLIGATIONS UNDER ITS AFFORDABLE
HOUSING SETTLEMENT
AGREEMENT
NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the foregoing
ordinance was approved for final adoption
by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield at a Regular Meeting held on
October 29, 2019.
Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $20.40

set to take a 2-1 decision against
Cranford (21-25, 25-21, 25-15) in the
semifinals of the Union County Tournament held on October 28 at Arthur
L. Johnson High School in Clark.
Blue Devil Stephanie Borr notched
10 kills while Lizzy Sottung came up
with 29 digs, three assists and three
aces. Lindsay Miller had 14 digs and
18 assists.
October 28, 2015: Pack attack
mentality earned the Westfield High
School boys top honors in the Union
County cross-country championships
and the Blue Devil girls finished second at Warinanco Park in Roselle.
Each team moved up a notch from last
year’s showing where the boys lost to
Summit for the top spot and the girls
were third behind Union Catholic and
Summit, respectively.
Jacob Triarsi was the first in the

On the good side, the Cougars
pulled off a number of colorful plays
offensively. Quarterback Jack
Schetelich (10 carries, 68 yards) connected on nine of 13 passes for 135
yards, including four touchdowns
(TD). His favorite target was Ryan
Bakie, who had four receptions for
105 yards, including a 73-yard TD
reception and a 24-yard TD reception. Bakie also scored the Cougars’
first TD with a 22-yard run in the first
quarter.
October 30, 2015: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys’
soccer team did it again. In a season
dotted with late game heroics, the
Raiders pulled one more clutch performance out when it mattered the
most. Junior Robert Viglione headed
a service ball into the back of the net
for a stunning sudden death, overtime
victory over Elizabeth in the Union
County Tournament championship
match held on October 30 at Kean
University in Union. The win gave
the Raiders their fifth straight county
title and was their second straight OT
win of the tournament.
October 31, 2015: The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls’
soccer team did its part to keep the
legacy of Union County soccer dominance strictly within the Raider family. Scotch Plains-Fanwood won its
sixth straight Union County Tournament championship in a dramatic,
come-from-behind, 2-1 victory over
Westfield at Johnson High School in
Clark on Halloween. Christina
Rodgers drilled a direct penalty kick
into the back of the net with 8:38 to
play in regulation giving the Raiders
a 2-1 lead that they would defend to
the finish.
Westfield had the Raiders on the
ropes early in the second half when
Hannah Liddy on an assist from
Hannah Hawkins, slipped one past
the Raiders usually unbreakable goalkeeper Andrea Leitner. Raider Sophie
Brause played in a corner kick to
Caroline Babis, who headed the ball
past Westfield goalkeeper Lizzie
Brucia to tie it at 1-1.

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
NEW JERSEY
PLANNING BOARD
TAKE NOTICE that on October 23, 2019
the Garwood Planning Board memorialized the following resolutions of their September 25, 2019 decision:
Case #PB19-06: 502 Spruce Avenue,
Block 307 Lot 14 R/A zone
Applicant: William & Tammy Kleeman
Granting a Variance for a setback to
permit the construction of an addition which
shall encroach into the required setback.
The resolution is on file and available for
inspection in the office of the Planning
Board located in the Municipal Building
located at 403 South Avenue, Garwood,
New Jersey.
Adele C. Lewis
Board Secretary
1 T - 10/31/19, The Leader Fee: $19.89

David B. Corbin (October 2015 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TAKING DOWN A HIGHLANDER...Cougar linebacker Niko Cappello, No. 32,
hangs onto the leg of Highlander running back Stephen Sottosanti, No. 3, as Will
Fries, No. 51, and Ryan Bakie, No. 4, close in for the kill (October 30, 2015).

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

WESTFIELD
Saturday, October 19, police arrested
Earl Moore, Jr., 31, of Newark on an
outstanding Clark Municipal Court traffic warrant, in the amount of $545, and
a Seaside Heights Municipal Court
criminal warrant, in the amount of $300,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at East
South Avenue and Cacciola Place.
Moore was transported to police headquarters, processed and released on his
own recognizance.
Sunday, October 20, police arrested Christian Justiniano, 24, of
Elizabeth on charges of possession
of less than 50 grams of suspected
marijuana and possession of prescription pills without a prescription pursuant to a motor vehicle stop
at East South Avenue and Windsor
Avenue. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released with a summons.
CRANFORD
Thursday, October 17, Stafon
Kendrick, Jr., 19, of Newark was ar-

rested on charges of possession of under 50 grams of marijuana and possession of paraphernalia. A 2008 Nissan
was stopped at Centennial Avenue and
Raritan Road for a brake lamp out.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested a passenger, Kendrick,
for suspected marijuana found on him.
He was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date. In
addition, the driver was issued motor
vehicle summonses for maintenance
of lamps, suspended driver and no
valid driver’s license in his possession.
Saturday, October 19, Gerald
Tighe, 32, of West Long Branch was
arrested on charges of possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia. A 2005
Jeep was stopped at North Avenue
East and the Garden State Parkway
137 exchange for erratic driving.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver, Tighe, for
suspected marijuana found inside
the vehicle. He was processed and

Donna Grozuczak, 64, Advocate For
Children, Homeless, Disadvantaged
We celebrate the life and mourn was an equally generous and inspirthe passing of Donna Grozuczak, ing mentor to so many colleagues,
who died on Friday, October 18, and the heart and soul of the Union
2019, at the age of 64, in Millburn, County Office of the Law Guardian,
N.J. Donna lived for her family and where she worked for most of her
friends, but devoted the same pas- career.
Incredibly, Donna
sion and energy to the
made time outside her
children of New Jersey
personal and family life
she represented as a law
for many charitable purguardian attorney, and
suits. Most notably, she
the homeless in her
was actively involved
community she supwith the Elizabeth Coaported as a long-time
lition to House the
volunteer, fundraiser
Homeless for decades
and board member for
and served as a member
the Elizabeth Coalition
of its board from 1986 to
to House the Homeless.
2019. The Coalition, loDonna was a coal
cated at 118 Division
miner’s granddaughter
Street, Elizabeth, N.J.
born in Elizabeth, N.J.,
07201, provides invaluon March 20, 1955 to
able housing and emMichael Grozuczak,
Donna Grozuczak
ployment services to the
founder of Migro Mold,
a tool and die company located in neediest among us, and we ask that
Linden, N.J., and Stella Grozuczak, you make a donation in lieu of flowfounder of People for Animals, an ers to this worthy organization.
Donna was beautiful, brilliant,
animal protection agency located in
Hillside, N.J. Although Mike and grounded, funny, open and caring,
Stella did not attend college, they and she put these qualities to good
impressed the importance of higher use as a determined advocate for the
education on Donna from an early people and causes to whom she was
age. She attended Battin High School devoted. Gifted with infectious posiin Elizabeth with many of her lifelong tivity, an astronomically high EQ,
friends, and followed her big sister, and incredibly subtle powers of perJoAnn Goedert, to Mount Holyoke suasion, Donna usually got her way,
College, where she graduated in 1977. but rarely at anyone else’s expense.
Fortunately, Donna also passed these
Donna graduated Rutgers Law
School-Newark in 1983, and after a qualities on to her beloved children,
judicial clerkship for the Middlesex Alexandra Tunis and Rebecca Tunis,
County Superior Court she worked at her greatest gifts to her loving husband,
the New Jersey Office of the Public Eric Tunis; sister, JoAnn; brother-inAdvocate and the Community Health law, James Goedert; nephew, Nicholas
Law Project, where she represented Goedert, and his wife, Sumin; nephew,
people with mental health challenges Andrew Goedert; uncle, Anthony
in a wide variety of civil matters. Bestreski; foster nephews, Worku and
While at the CHLP in the 1980s she Tensae; cherished dog, Daisy, and many
was successful in overturning a de- other family members and friends. We
nial of benefits by Medicaid for a know that Allie and Becky will genertransgender client’s gender reassign- ously share their good fortune of havment surgery — a first in New Jersey. ing Donna as a mother with others,
Thereafter, Donna joined the Of- much as Donna carried on the legacy of
fice of the Public Defender as a law Mike and Stella.
We are heartbroken that we cannot
guardian attorney and served in that
position in a variety of locations for make new memories with Donna, but
over 31 years before she retired due we will be forever fortified by the ones
to illness in May of 2019. As law that we have. We will celebrate Donna
guardian attorney, Donna repre- and her extraordinary life on Sunday,
sented children of all ages in both November 17, at the First Congregaabuse and neglect cases as well as tional Church of Westfield, N.J., with a
termination of parental rights cases Memorial Service at 2:30 p.m. and a
filed by the state. Donna’s dedica- gathering in the church Fellowship Hall
tion to her clients was tireless, and that afternoon. All who knew Donna
her combination of compassion, hu- are welcome to join us to honor her,
mor and tenacity enabled her to be share their memories, and enjoy reincredibly effective in navigating the freshments and music. Our family will
complex competing interests inher- post details about the memorial service
ent in children’s welfare litigation. in the coming weeks.Arrangements are
She represented thousands of chil- by Gray Funeral Directors of Westfield.
dren over the years, and devoted Please go to grayfuneralhomes.com to
herself to each child with a generos- offer condolences.
October 31, 2019
ity of spirit that was inspiring. Donna

George Bruce McFadden, Family Man;
Hospital Administrator, Active Locally
George Bruce McFadden died
Bruce held numerous professional
peacefully at home on Monday, Octo- and service posts, including being a
ber 28, 2019, surrounded by his fam- member of the Executive Committee
ily. He was 85 years old.
of the American College of Graduate
Bruce, as he preferred
Medical Education
to be called, lived in
(1981-1985), the George
Westfield, N.J., from
Street Playhouse Board
1982 until his death. He
of Directors (1985was born in Winchester,
1990), the Westfield Y
Va., and attended Virginia
Board of Directors
Polytechnic Institute (BS,
(1985-1993) and the
1957) and the Medical
Westfield Board of EduCollege of Virginia (Mascation (1987-1993),
ters of Hospital Adminiswhere he completed his
tration, 1961). He was staterm as Vice-President.
tioned in Germany with
Since retirement, he
the U.S. Army Corps of
maintained an active life
Engineers and then prolargely devoted to
ceeded to work in the field
spending time with his
of hospital administration. George Bruce McFadden family and, until reHe worked at the Easton
cently, sailing.
General Hospital (Easton, Md.) from
He is survived by his wife, Lois; two
1963 to 1970 and it was here he met his children, Amy (with her husband,
wife, Lois.
Benton Cummings) and Christopher
Subsequently, he worked at the (with his wife, Elizabeth Ives), and his
Pennsylvania Hospital (Philadelphia, grandchildren, Ben,Addie, Henry, Gus,
Pa.) from 1970 to 1975 and then Ellie and Tucker. His twin brother, James
served as the Director of the Univer- D. McFadden, of Coral Gables, Fla.,
sity of Maryland Hospital (Baltimore, also survives him. Two siblings, Mary
Md.) from 1975 to 1982 and Presi- Scott and Samuel, predeceased him.
dent of Middlesex General Hospital/
Bruce fondly remembered sailing
Robert Wood Johnson University at the Bitter End with family as some
Hospital (New Brunswick, N.J.) from of his best memories. A beloved hus1982 to 1988. He later worked as the band, father and grandfather, he will
Executive Director for the New York be sorely missed. A private family
Regional Transplant Program (New service is planned.
October 31, 2019
York, N.Y.) from 1991 to 1995.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES
provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, Tighe
was issued motor vehicle summonses for an unsafe lane change,
maintenance of lamps and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, October 22, the management of a Route 22 gas station reported the theft of gasoline. A female
operating a Nissan Altima fled the
scene after fueling the vehicle. The
matter is under investigation.
Tuesday, October 22, a resident of
Stoneleigh Drive reported fraudulent activity on their credit card and
bank accounts. The matter is under
investigation.
Tuesday, October 22, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported fraudulent
activity regarding financial accounts
and property loans in another state. The
matter is under investigation.
Tuesday, October 22, a resident of
Beverly Avenue reported fraudulent
activity on a cellular account. The
matter is under investigation.
Tuesday, October 22, a burglary
was reported on Kevin Road. The
front door of the home was forced
open. The break-in occurred between
11:30 a.m. and 10:30 p.m. The matter
is under investigation.
Wednesday, October 23, Andrew
M. Zangrando, 23, of Westfield was
arrested during a motor vehicle stop

and charged with driving under the
influence. He was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Thursday, October 24, a resident of
Clover Lane reported a burglary. The
incident occurred between 7 a.m. and
8:30 p.m. The matter is under investigation.
Friday, October 25, a resident of
the 1400 block of Terrill Road reported an attempted burglary. A rear
door was damaged. The incident occurred between 9 a.m. and 12:45 p.m.
The matter is under investigation.
FANWOOD
Tuesday, October 15, a resident of
the 20 block of Rainier Road reported a burglary at their house that
occurred between 3:20 p.m. and 9:57
p.m. An unknown person forced their
way in through a rear window. Once
inside, the person ransacked the house
and removed several items.
Wednesday, October 16, the
Fanwood Police Department
charged a 17-year-old male juvenile from Elizabeth with multiple
counts of burglary as 13 unlocked
motor vehicles were burglarized in
mid August. All 13 vehicles were
located in the South East quadrant
of the borough.
Tuesday, October 22, between 11
p.m. on October 21 and 8 a.m. on
October 22, a victim reported his motor
vehicle was stolen while it was parked
on the 200 block of Forest Road.

– Obituaries –

Thursday, October 31, 2019
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CLASSIFIEDS
Place a Classified Ad Online at www.goleader.com/form/classified
POLISH CLEANING LADY

CRANFORD ESTATE SALE

Reliable service.
Reasonable rates.
I can provide references.
Call Lidia (908) 787-5620

218 Elizabeth Avenue
Sat. 11/2 & Sun. 11/3
10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Contents of Home
Living Room, Dining Room,
Bedrooms, China, Glass, Books,
Records, Clothing, Costume
Jewelry, Ladders, Tools, & More!
For Info DovetailsUSA.com

POLISH CLEANING LADY
“Great work, Free estimates”

References Available.
If you need a hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment
Call Agnes (908) 787-3003
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

Library to Host Bagels & Books
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Public Library will host Bagels
& Books on Monday, November 4, at
10 a.m., where book lovers share their
recent reading experiences with other
bibliophiles and pick up suggestions
for future reading. Light refreshments
will be served. Registration is required.

For more information or to register, go
to
scotlib.org,
email
library@scotlib.org, call (908) 3225007, extension no. 204, or stop by the
Reference Desk. The Scotch Plains
Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue
in the center of the township.

Stephen G. Malek, WHS Graduate;
Proud Marine, IT Operations Mgr.

Scott D. Gray, 58, Was Volunteer At
Church, Active In Special Olympics

Stephen Goodrich Malek of sister, helping to care for his mother
Wolfeboro, N.H., died peacefully of until her death at age 95.
Parkinson’s Disease at Mountain
His family’s New Hampshire
View Community in Ossipee, N.H., roots are deep, as they spent all
on Saturday, October 19, 2019, just their summers at the Goodrich/
short of his 80th birthday. He was Drake grandparents’ summer farm
born on October 27, 1939
on Upper Suncook
to Stanley and Elizabeth
Lake in Center
Malek, and raised in
Barnstead.
Westfield, N.J., where he
Along with his parattended Westfield High
ents, Stephen was preSchool. He graduated
deceased by his
from Brown University in
brother, Richard Barry
Providence, R.I., with a
Malek of Champaignmajor in Political Science.
Urbana, Ill. He is surHe served his country in
vived by his sister,
the United States Marine
Patricia Schroeck, and
Corps, rising to the rank
her husband, Kenneth,
of Captain upon his disof Wolfeboro, N.H.;
charge in 1965. He felt
nephews,
Brian
that this was one of the
(Denise) Schroeck of
Stephen G. Malek
highlights of his life, priWest Yarmouth, Mass.,
marily because of the
Larry (Erika) Schroeck
“deep and everlasting bonding with of Kittery Point, Me., and Paul
his fellow officers as well as the corps (Meredith) Schroeck of Lebanon,
itself.” He was a kind and gentle man. N.J.; nieces, Sharon Malek and Laura
In 1965, Stephen was employed by (Malek) Bartunek, both of Morrison,
the Liberty Mutual in Boston, Mass., Colo., and Suzanne (Malek) Whallon
as a trainee. In 1968, he moved to of Colorado Springs, Colo., and
Travelers Insurance Co. in Hartford cousin, Clarke (Gloria) Goodrich of
in its newly emerging Data Process- Manchester, N.H.
ing Department as a programmer. In
A 2020 Summer family gathering
1989, he became the IT Operations will be held at Floral Park Cemetery
Manager for the new Travelers Rein- in Pittsfield, N.H., where his deceased
surance Co., after introducing an HP- family members and generations of
based processing system which sig- his Drake and Goodrich ancestors are
nificantly alleviated their existing also interred.
paper intensive processing. During
If desired, donations may be made
his years of employment, he resided to Carroll County VNA Hospice
in Simsbury, Conn. As a member of which, along with the caring staff of
several groups, he was an avid skier Mt. View Community, were so helpat U.S. and world venues. He was ful to Stephen and his family.
also an active tennis player as a memThe Baker-Gagne Funeral Homes
ber of his high school team and and Cremation Service is assisting
through his retirement years.
the family with the arrangements.
Following his 27-year career with
Please share your condolences,
Travelers, Stephen retired to messages, stories and sign an online
Wolfeboro, N.H., where his interests guest book at www.bakerwere reading, tennis and its social gagnefuneralhomes.com.
October 31, 2019
functions, gardening, and, with his

“Every child is gifted; they just engaged in camping, golfing, biking,
unwrap their packages at different swimming, travel, board games, cards
and movies.
times.”
He will be forever cherished in
Scott D. Gray, 58, formerly of
Westfield, passed away peacefully our hearts.
Scott was predeceased by his parafter a sudden illness on Tuesday,
ents, Dean and Jessie
October 22, 2019, where
Gray, both of Westfield.
he resided, at The All
He is survived by one
American Adult Facility
brother, Brion; three
in Hillsborough, N.J.
sisters, Lynn, Lauren
As a 1979 Westfield
and Kathryn; one
High School graduate,
brother-in-law, NichoScott was employed at
las, and seven nieces
The OCUC, where he
and nephews.
was empowered by an
Funeral services will
educational curricube held at Gray Funeral
lum. In his earlier years,
Home on Friday, NoScott was an active parvember 1, 2019, at 10
ticipant in Union
a.m., where visitation
County’s
Special
Scott D. Gray
will begin at 9 a.m. InOlympics. As a devout
terment with his parents
parishioner, he volunteered at The Presbyterian Church, will follow at Brigadier General Wilassisting with the Youth Sunday liam C. Doyle Veterans Cemetery,
School program. After moving to Wrightstown, N.J. Please go to
south Jersey, Scott continued as a www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer condolences.
devoted family man.
October 31, 2019
Scott was skilled and gifted. He

Doris Goldman
Pharmacist and Pharmacy Owner
Doris Goldman passed away
peacefully on Monday, October 28.
Doris was born on May 5, 1922 to
Fanny and Meyer Kasofsky. She
grew up in Irvington, and later lived
in Newark with her in-laws, then
moved to Maplewood, next to
Livingston, and finally to Verona.
Dorrie was one of a handful of
women to graduate from the
Rutgers College of Pharmacy in
1942. It was at Pharmacy College
that she met the love of her life,
fellow student Sidney Goldman,
who she called on to pith her frog
during class. They had a war-time
wedding in 1944. She worked side
by side with Sid in their landmark
drug store, Orange Drugs. After
the store was sold, Dorrie helped
Sid build PIC Corporation, an insecticide company.
Dorrie will be remembered for
her natural elegance and sensitivity,
as well as her kindness and generosity to so many. She was a mildmannered person whose family was
most dear to her. She evolved from
being the baby of her family to a
respected, admired matriarch.
Dorrie was predeceased by her
beloved sister, Libby Wolff; her dear
brother, Lou Kaye, and her cherished husband, Sid. She is survived
by her treasured daughters, Lois
(Frank) Dyer and Phyllis (Allen)
Rubel, and adored grandchildren,
Abigail, Lisbeth, Lisa, Eric and
Beth, and six great-grandchildren.
The family is grateful for the
loving care she received from her
devoted caretakers and the very
thoughtful staff of the Claridge.
Private graveside family services
will be held. Shiva will be at the
Dyer home on Wednesday after-

noon from 3 to 5 p.m., evening
from 7 to 9 p.m., with a minion at
7:30 p.m., and Thursday from 1 to
4 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m., with a
minion at 7:30 p.m. Donations in
Doris’ name can be made to the
American Heart Association or any
charity of your choice.
October 31, 2019

Richard Hingel, WHS Wrestler;
Established Painting Company
Richard Hingel entered into eter- ing people laugh with his jokes and
nal life on Saturday, October 26, 2019, storytelling.
in New York City.
Richard is survived by
Richard was born in
his sister, Sherl Brand,
Summit on May 8, 1967.
and her husband, Owen
He was raised in
(Westfield); his nephWestfield and graduated
ews, Ryan Brand
from Westfield Senior
(Westfield) and Taylor
High School in 1985.
Brand (Manhattan); his
Richard was passionate
sister, Holly Anne
about wrestling and was
Marvelli Schumacher
a Varsity wrestler since
(Oakland Park, Fla.), and
ninth grade. During his
his niece, Jennifer
tenure on the Varsity
Marvelli Bernal (VirWrestling Team he was
ginia Beach, Va.). He is
part of two district champredeceased by his parpionship teams and one
ents, Arthur and Dorothy
sectional runner up. RiHingel, and his brother,
Richard Hingel
chard was named CoStephen Hingel.
Captain of the Varsity Wrestling Team
Richard’s visitation will be Wednesduring his senior year. After gradua- day, October 30, from 5 to 8 p.m., at
tion Richard started a successful paint- Gray Funeral Home of Westfield,
ing business, Final Touch Painting & where his funeral service will begin at
Decorating, which operated through- 10:30 a.m. Thursday, October 31,
out Union County.
2019. In lieu of flowers, please send a
Richard loved to surf and spend donation in his name to an addiction
time with family and friends. He also rehabilitation/recovery center or a charfound great joy in teaching his friends’ ity of your choice. Please go to
children difficult wrestling moves that www.grayfuneralhomes.com to offer
some still use today. Richard had a condolences.
October 31, 2019
contagious smile and the gift of mak-

Passport Fair Westfield Post Office
153 Central Ave
Westfield, NJ 07090
Saturday, November 9th, 2019
9:30AM ± 1:30PM No appointment necessary
Come in without appointment to apply for a passport, get photo taken and sent out all in one day!
Normal Passport Operation are Mon-Fri. 10:00 AM ± 4:00 PM and Saturday 10:00 AM ± 1:00 PM appointments only

For Additional Information or to schedule an appointment visit us at:
https://www.usps.com/international/passports.htm

ORIGINAL:
Raised Seal Birth Certificate with Parental Information or Naturalization Document REQUIRED

Per Applicant Paid
to:
USPS
$35 Execution Fee
$15 Photos
Expedited optional
Express Mail $25.50

Download & print or fill out applications in
BLACK INK ONLY
in advance at:
www.travel.state.gov
If you complete your application in advance
DO NOT SIGN IT.
You will be required to sign it in person
when
You bring it to a Post Office Location.

Standard Processing
6-8 weeks

Expedited Processing
2-3 weeks

$80 UNDER age 16
$110 OVER age 16
Fees paid to:
US Dept. Of State

$60 Expediting
$16.48 Express Mail Return
Fees paid to:
US Dept. Of State

Page 20

Thursday, October 31, 2019

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Westfield Municipal Alliance
Announces Palooza Contest
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Municipal Alliance has announced the
7th Annual Anti-Drug and Alcohol
Palooza, which recognizes the 21st
Annual National Red Ribbon Week
(October 23-31), focused on substance
use prevention. Entries are due November 18. Students can turn in entries
to the front office of the student’s
school. The theme of each poster this
year should convey: “Westfield, We
Have Better Things To Do; Healthy
Choices, Everyday Choices”.
The Poster Palooza has three age
groups, grades 1-5, grades 6-8 and
grades 9-12.
Grades 1-5 are invited to create an
original poster sized 8 1D2 by 11
inches in celebration of National Red
Ribbon Week.
Students in grades 6-8 can create an
original poem in the format of their

choice with a minimum of 15 words
and a maximum of 75 words in celebration of National Red Ribbon Week.
High school students are invited to
create, perform and produce a public
service announcement in celebration
of National Red Ribbon Week.
There will be prizes awarded for
first, second and third places in each
age group.
Details can be found online at
www.westfieldnj.gov/wma.
The mission of the Westfield Municipal Alliance is to create and support programs for substance use prevention education, in our schools and
the broader Westfield community. The
Alliance sponsors the WHS Dream
Team, which is a Westfield High School
club that encourages healthy choices
and provides drug/alcohol free social
events to the school community.

Councilwoman Dawn Mackey and Candidate Scott Katz for Ward 4

Councilwoman Mackey Endorses
Scott Katz for Ward 4
It has been my privilege to be your
Ward 4 Councilwoman these past
two years.
I am the council liaison to the
Downtown Westfield Corporation,
and chairperson of the Town Property
And Code Review Committee. I
established and currently chair
AddamsFest. During my first two years
in office I investigated best practices,
advocated for, and passed ordinances
that protect our roads - thereby the
investment in our infrastructure; and
implemented the first comprehensive
review of our nearly 400 roads, using
technology to identify the order of
urgency for repaving.
Additionally, I prioritized the
revitalization of our southside
businesses by: researching and
passing the ordinance to allow
Westfield’s first craft brewery;
spearheaded the effort to restore and
reopen the train station coffee hut;
initiated and secured sponsorships
for the mural project for the East
Broad Street underpass; and started
the first ‘Southside Business Stroll,’
that introduced merchants to each
other, showcased their spaces, and
encouraged them to build community
and inspire collaborations.
AddamsFest celebrates town
history, engages residents and drives
economic vitality. The mural visually
connects the northside and southside
and encourages pedestrian foot
traffic. Having our first brewery
strategically placed on the southside
and re-opening the coffee hut
provides quality of life improvements
residents want.
This all takes a lot of work outside
of regular town council and committee
meetings, but it’s worth it to energize
the community we all love.
I met Scott Katz through a mutual
friend and knew he was an active
community member. One night at
dinner we discussed two pivotal
issues:
The first was about misinformation
he’d been receiving about the
Tamaques Park renovation. Scott, like
many residents, believed this project
was moments from being ‘shovels in
the ground’, but since it had not yet
even been presented to the public,
this was not true. Scott was relieved
to hear this as he was interested in
maintaining the natural integrity of
the park.

Additionally, we spoke at length
about how local government impacts
our day-to-day lives, and the
importance of residents participating.
I suggested that if he liked what he
was seeing in town, he might consider
running for town council.
As an operations manager who
studied economics, Scott has the
business skills that are essential in
running a government of our size. As
a longtime resident and the father of
two children active in sports, he
recognizes the challenge we face with
our fields. As a biker who lives directly
across from Tamaques, he has an
intricate understanding of the needs
of the park’s users and realizes that
they must factor into any park plan.
Scott’s integrity and passion for
our town will make him an excellent
council person. His willingness to
put in the long hours needed to
research, introduce and accomplish
bold initiatives will make him an
excellent partner for Ward 4 and the
town of Westfield.
Paid for by: Dawn Mackey for
Town Council.
Councilwoman Dawn Mackey,
Ward 4
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W+H Families Perform
Service Learning Work
SCOTCH PLAINS -- Nearly three
dozen Middle School students and
parents from The Wardlaw+Hartridge
(W+H) School in Edison recently participated in the first Middle School
Service Learning Day of the new school
year. The W+H team worked on a trail
maintenance project at Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch Plains by collecting
large tree limbs and branches, which
will be trimmed for use in creating
boardwalk areas to enable hikers to
traverse the swampy areas of this local
preserve. The W+H students and parents also learned a great deal about the
reservation's ecosystem, native and invasive species, and history of the area
from an experienced guide and instructor, Marc Grobman of the Union
County Park System.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY NOVEMBER EVENTS
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090
www.wmlnj.org
Hours: Mon-Thurs 9:30 am-9:00 pm Fri & Sat 9:30 am-5:00 pm
Sunday 1:00 - 5:00 pm
Closed November 11 for Veterans Day
Closing at 5:00 pm on 11/27 and closed 11/28 for Thanksgiving

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS
11/1

1:30 pm

TGIF! The King’s Speech (movie)

11/2

2:00 pm

Eating Well for the Holidays-Limited to 20. You must register.

11/8

1:30 pm

TGIF! Won’t You be My Neighbor? (movie)

11/9

7:00 pm

The Life of Irving Berlin by Historian Marty Schneit

11/13

7:00 pm

Florian Schantz Dixieland Jazz Band

11/15

1:30 pm

TGIF! A Ballerina’s Tale: Misty Copeland (movie)

11/16

2:00 pm

Simple Gifts Musical Duo: Linda Littleton and Karen Hershon

11/19

1:00 pm

Knitting without Needles (MURAL patrons sign up November 12)

11/20

7:00 pm

The Adrian Cunningham Trio: Sponsored by Weiss Family Jazz

11/22

1:30 pm

TGIF! Classic Movie: “Shadow of a Doubt” A Hitchcock Classic

FULL STEAM AHEAD…Pictured are third- through fifth-grade students with
their coding teachers Catherine Halloran and Sally Susan Heyder during a Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics after-school enrichment program,
developed by Jefferson School teachers in collaboration with the PTO.

Free Pass to School Events
For Westfield Senior Citizens
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Public School District is once again
providing a senior citizens’ “Golden
Pass” to Westfield residents 65 years
and older to attend many school-sponsored events for free.
The pass will provide free admission to events that normally collect
entrance fees such as Westfield High
School musicals, matinee performances of plays and certain concerts.
The pass also will be accepted at
Westfield High School athletic events

Martha Lewand Represents
NJ at Journalism Conference
SCOTCH PLAINS – Martha
Lewand, of Scotch Plains, a senior at
The Pingry School, was selected to
represent New Jersey at the 2019 Al
Neuharth Free Spirit and Journalism
Conference, held this summer in
Washington, D.C. She is the first
Pingry student to earn this distinction.
The conference honors the late Al
Neuharth, former Chairman and Chief
Executive Officer of Gannett Co.,
who was known for his motto that
“free spirits dream, dare, do.” He
founded “USA TODAY,” the Freedom Forum Institute—a nonpartisan
foundation that champions the First
Amendment—and the institute’s
Newseum.
All 51 attendees—from 50 states
and the District of Columbia—were
rising high school seniors who are
interested in pursuing a career in journalism and who demonstrate qualities of “free spirit.”
An active participant in journalism
activities at Pingry, Martha is a writer
and copy editor for both the student
newspaper “The Pingry Record” and

current events magazine “Vital
Signs.” She also writes poetry in Arabic for Pingry’s language magazine
“Polyglot” and is a member of one of
the School’s Humanities Independent
Research Teams, focusing on poetry.
Among the conference’s highlights
were the Newseum, lectures by prominent journalists, the opportunity to
watch a live broadcast of “Meet the
Press” and speak with moderator
Chuck Todd, and a discussion with
Freedom Riders Joan Trumpauer
Mulholland and Ernest “Rip” Patton
who exercised their First Amendment
freedoms while fighting racial segregation. “I realized that, to make the
world a better place, I must seek and
report the truth and inform the public
on the injustices in our society,”
Martha said.
Returning from the conference, she
feels inspired to break barriers. “We
are the next generation of storytellers, truth-seekers, and supporters of
the First Amendment. And we intend
to carry Al Neuharth’s legacy of
“Dream, dare, do.” with us along the
way.”

with the exception of those organized
by the county and NJSIAA.
Westfield residents ages 65 years
and older can obtain the Golden Pass,
about the size of a credit card, in the
Business Office of the Westfield
Board of Education, located in Room
101 on the first floor of 302 Elm
Street. A list of popular scheduled
events in the school calendar also will
be provided. For more information
on the program, please call (908)
789-4463.

Westfield Together 2019
Endorsement Letter: Mark Parmelee
for Westfield Town Council Ward 2
We have had the pleasure of
knowing Mark Parmelee and his
family for the last decade. He is a
father of four; the oldest is now
completing his sophomore year of
college, the two middle kids attend
Westfield High, and his youngest is
at Roosevelt finishing the sixth grade.
We first met Mark as the coach of our
daughter’s soccer team. He created a
fun, positive experience for the girls;
our daughter still plays in high school
today. He is an incredibly generous
neighbor, giving his time and knowhow without ever hesitating. Many
times, he has helped us out on various
home projects and didn’t think twice
about sharing his portable generator
with us during Hurricane Sandy.
These are the types of traits that make
him a great neighbor, a tremendous
friend, and a warm, kind guy who
demonstrates that he’s not at all afraid
to roll up his sleeves and get to work
whenever he is needed.
We believe Mark is an excellent
candidate for Ward 2 Town Council.

He is not only the father of four very
active children but also a prior New
York state prosecutor and now an
accomplished corporate attorney. His
experiences would only bring positive
growth for the second ward and the
council as a whole. As a resident for
over 17 years, Mark truly appreciates
the town of Westfield and wants to
ensure the town will be a vibrant and
strong community, the kind of stable
community that will bring his kids
back to eventually settle to raise
families of their own.
He has a vision of engagement and
innovation; he is approachable and
collaborative. His intelligence, wit
and insight will help him represent
the issues here in Ward 2.
We are proud to support Mark
Parmelee; join us helping him become
elected for Ward 2!

FRIENDS MAKE A DIFFERENCE…Rebecca Planer, the art teacher at Lincoln
School in Garwood, announces that Isabel Cortese was the eighth-grade winner
in the Union County Red Ribbon Anti-Drug Poster Contest. The winners were
announced on October 19 at the Red Ribbon Walk that was held at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford. Isabel’s “Friends” themed poster won the hearts of many and
Lincoln School is so proud of her hard work and creativity!

Dave and Leslie O'Connor
Support Mark Parmelee
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THE
WARDLAW+HARTRIDGE
SCHOOL
V>Ìi`wÛiiÃvÀ`ÜÌÜ7iÃÌwi`
Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12 independent,
co-educational, college preparatory school

Photo courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

SPROUTING NEW LEARNERS...A dedication of Jefferson’s Outdoor Classroom and Learning Garden was held on October 15. Principal Susie Hung, Ed.D,
pictured, second from left next to Superintendent Margaret Dolan, thanked
Jefferson dads John Drennan, Thomas Nastasi, Marc Nissim, Christopher Thornton
and all those who contributed to the yearlong project. “It really shows the power
of community,” said Ms. Thornton who added that at 260 pounds of fresh produce
has already been harvested since last spring with 172 pounds donated to a local
food bank. The produce planted and harvested by students includes kale, asparagus, tomatoes, eggplant, cucumbers, string beans and zucchini.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PROGRAMS FOR KIDS
CHECK WEBSITE FOR SIGN UP AND ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
PARENTS/CAREGIVERS STAY WITH CHILDREN FOR MOST PROGRAMS

11/1, 8, 15, 22

10:00 am

Baby Playgroup 0-23 months Caregiver attends

11/2

10:00 am

Drop-in Chess Club-Must know how to move pieces

11/4 & 11/25

10:00 am

Yoga Storytime 2-5 years old with caregiver

11/4, 18, 25

7:00 pm

11/6, 13, 20

10:00 am

Zumba Fun 2-5 years old with caregiver

11/16

10:30 am

All About Thanksgiving Stories, craft. 3+yrs w/crgvr

Nov. 2 at 9 a.m. / Nov. 7 at 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

11/19

6:30 pm

Evening LEGO Club 5+yrs. Caregiver stays in library

Register online at WHschool.org/RSVP

11/23

10:00 am

Paws to Read-Beginning readers read to library dogs

For more information, call (908) 754-1882, Ext. 155

Girls who Code 8-10 years old

NEXT GENERATION STORYTELLER...Martha Lewand, of Scotch Plains, a
senior at The Pingry School, was selected to represent New Jersey at the 2019 Al
Neuharth Free Spirit and Journalism Conference, held this summer in Washington, D.C. She is the first Pingry student to earn this distinction.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 11/12/19, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Timber/Underwater/Drainage Structural Repair Contract, North2020, Various Locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union
and Warren (Including and North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 20426
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
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Statement From Jenn Gilman
My name is Jenn Gilman, and I’ve
spent the last six months knocking on
every door in Ward 3. My neighbors
have learned that my husband Keith
and I chose Westfield because we love
the downtown, the beautiful tree-lined
streets, and the strong sense of community. Our two young daughters attend
Jefferson and couldn’t be happier.
I’m a teacher, Girl Scout Troop
leader, active PTO volunteer, and
former legislative leader for Moms
Demand Action. I’ve advocated for
my students, for common-sense safety
legislation, and am ready to advocate
for the residents of Westfield by serving on Town Council.
Responding to constituents’ concerns is the most basic requirement
for our Councilpersons. In July, I
proactively advocated for the installation of a beacon light at the crosswalk of South Avenue and Cacciola
Place. It’s scheduled to be installed
within the next couple of weeks. This
was a major concern for residents in
that neighborhood for years, and no
action was taken. This prompted other
Ward 3 residents who’ve seen my
commitment to public safety, to reach
out about their concerns regarding
road striping and sidewalk ramps.
While I’ll enthusiastically address
your specific concerns, I promise to
go a step further and advocate for
broader infrastructure improvements
such as road paving, sidewalk protections, and overall safety measures
that all residents will benefit from.
Westfield is an amazing town, but
our prior complacency means we have
a lot of catching up to do. In addition
to listening to constituents concerns,
we need to be proactive in identifying
them before they occur. I want to be on
the team that has demonstrated this
kind of proactive leadership, because

that is how I’ve operated throughout
my life. And you only need to take one
look at all the candidates this year to
appreciate the unique perspective I
will bring to the council.
When Mayor Brindle first asked
me to run, I paused because I knew
what a huge commitment being a town
councilperson is. But then I remembered—the most worthwhile things
in life are often the hardest. And who
would I be if I didn’t follow through
on the pledge I take with my Girl
Scouts to serve God and country? I’ll
close by first thanking Mark for his
service to our town, and to his wife,
Maria, for the sacrifices that she’s
had to make. Most importantly, thank
you to my husband, Keith, for his
unwavering support, and to my two
beautiful daughters for whom I strive
to set a good example.
I’m invested in making Westfield a
place where all families feel welcome. A place where we continue to
have a local government that
proactively looks to solve problems,
and doesn’t rely on a quick band-aid
approach. I know bringing people
together and putting in the work, will
yield the results Westfield needs now
and for future generations. I’m honored to have the opportunity to serve
the residents in Ward 3, and I look
forward to earning your vote on Tuesday, November 5.
To contact or learn more, email
jenn@westfieldtogether.com or visit
gilmanforward3.com.
Jenn Gilman (D)
Candidate for Westfield Town
Council, Ward 3

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

Statement From Scott Katz
My wife Caroline and I moved to
Westfield from Hoboken 17 years
ago to raise our two kids. When I
started my campaign, I promised them
I would remain true to who I am, and
to earn the trust of our neighbors one
conversation at a time.
I’m an avid cyclist and love being
outdoors—it’s why my family and I
moved across the street from
Tamaques Park. We can, and should,
preserve the natural beauty of this
treasured public space. It’s why I held
several campaign events in the park,
and invited neighbors to attend the
Strategic Parks Plan workshops with
me to ensure Ward 4 voices were
heard.
Through this process, I met Zachary,
an 8th grader at Edison Intermediate
School, who walks everyday to and
from school on Rahway Avenue. In
the absence of bike lanes, he told me
kids ride on the sidewalk to avoid
being hit by cars in the street, and how
this impacts other students’ ability to
safely walk. Recognizing the opportunity to be heard, he was inspired to
submit his own ideas for the Bicycle
and Pedestrian Safety Plan survey.
When people like Zachary tell us we
need to improve safety and accessibility, we need to listen. Pursuing
these conversations with our neighbors, and actively making Westfield
as livable as possible for all residents,
is what being a councilman should be
all about.
For years, my wife and I were that
sandwich generation—raising our
children and also caring for my wife’s
parents. Like so many families in

town at the time, we faced a lack of
information about senior services and
spent hours searching for basic services for them. While knocking on
doors in Ward 4, I’ve met so many
seniors who’ve built their life in
Westfield and want to remain in town.
While the Mayor heard their concerns and established the Senior Advisory Council, making resources and
services accessible to residents and
caretakers, there’s still so much opportunity ahead of us. As your councilman, I’ll work to achieve solutions
and improve the quality of life for
residents of all ages.
I graduated from Tulane University with a degree in Economics, and
helped grow a $120-million familyowned business over 15 years. It’s
where I learned every aspect of running a successful company from the
ground up—including cleaning the
warehouse bathrooms as a teenager.
Today, I’m a regional operations and
sales manager for a major retail distribution company.
I wouldn’t ask anyone to do anything I wouldn’t do. And there’s no
part of any obligation, personal or
professional, that I shy away from. I
will maintain this discipline as your
Ward 4 Councilman, and I humbly
ask for your vote on Tuesday, November 5.
To contact or learn more, email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com.
Scott Katz (D)
Candidate for Westfield Council,
Ward 4

sees the immediate benefits but, more
significantly, he looks ahead to the
future when his children return as
young adults to raise families of their
own. He wants to invest his time and
energy now so they can return here
and find this great place even better
than when they left.
Westfield has always been an
amazing place to be, and in just a
short time we’ve grown that energy
and vitality exponentially with events
like Addamsfest and our recent multicultural event. We’ve broadened our
accessibility with our Westfield
Connect app and live-streamed
meetings. We’ve increased
community involvement and pushed
for more green solutions. Personally,
I am especially proud of the Bicycle
and Pedestrian Safety Plan we’re
enacting and the crosswalk beacons
we’ve installed.
The more excitement we bring to
Westfield, the more attractive and
valuable we become. We need not
only to continue this trend but to
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Six Candidates Face Off
In Garwood BOE Forum
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Photo courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

DOCTOR’S VISIT...Molecular biologist Dr. Mary Carayannopoulos recently
visits seventh graders at Roosevelt Intermediate School, providing real-life connections to a science unit on metabolic reactions in the human body.

Kowalski, Granados, Williams
Discuss Space Study, Grants
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Incumbent Freeholder
Democrats Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford, Sergio Granados of Elizabeth and Rebecca Williams of
Plainfield sat down with The Westfield
Leader on Friday to discuss county
issues as they seek reelection on Tuesday, November 5.
Discussing a “space study” conducted on allocation of all existing
county buildings, Ms. Kowaslki, current freeholder chair, said the county
is “looking for the best utilization of
our space” noting that the employees
of the Human Services Department
are working in “very cramped” office
space.
Discussing future use of the former
juvenile detention center in Linden,
which was closed earlier this year,
Ms. Kowalski said the county has not
determined how the space will be
utilized. However, she noted that a
garage and the county’s print shop at
another location burned down in 2017
and so it is “very likely” that the
county will move that operation into
the former juvenile detention center
“then assess what will also be moved
in there.”
Mr. Granados, who works for the
City of Elizabeth health division, said
one of the benefits of the space study
is identifying what existing leases the
county has “to make sure we are saving as much money as possible when
dealing with taxpayer dollars.”
He said closing the juvenile detention center and moving the few remaining juveniles to Essex County’s
facility is saving Union County $25
million over a three-year period.
Ms. Williams, an English professor at Essex County College, said she
favors “trying to get out of some
leases if possible” by moving some
county offices to other county buildings to save “as much money as we
can.”
On talk of a merger of the sheriff’s
office and county police by their opponents in next week’s election, Ms.
Kowalski, who is retired but still does
some freelance editing, said the two
departments serve different purposes.
The three freeholders noted that
county police operate Hazmat, a K-9
service, DNA lab, bomb squad and
arson unit.
“Our county police truly provide a
vital function....[They’re] not only
working
on
our
county
buildings…they are in local munici-

Councilman Dardia Endorses Mark Parmelee for Ward 2
It is with great pleasure that I write
in support of Mark Parmelee’s
campaign for Ward 2 councilman. I
first met Mark when our sons started
at Washington School together eleven
years ago. Over the years, as the
boys’ friendship deepened our
families became friends as well.
Mark and his wife Megan are
family people first and foremost. Like
so many of us, they settled in
Westfield because of what it offered
in terms of schools and community.
Mark immediately found a way to
participate in Washington’s major
fundraising endeavor, acting in the
school show for all thirteen years it
took for the Parmelee kids to work
their way through the school. His
humor and spirit helped galvanize
our Washington community and
provide financial support to the
school for well over a decade.
He is a terrific father. For twenty
years or so, he has picked up and
dropped off; he has shouted support
from side lines and theater seats. He
is the proud dad of three boys and a
girl who participate in a wide variety
of activities. He has spent countless
hours encouraging them to pursue
whatever interests them, making sure
that they have every opportunity and
every resource. After all, it is why he
chose Westfield.
His professional credits speak for
themselves. His career began in
public service as a district attorney in
Manhattan, and he is currently a
partner at a global law firm. It is this
appreciation of community
engagement and service that inspired
him to run for office.
When Mark was first considering
running for councilman, he spoke to
me about wanting to contribute to the
current efforts aimed at making
Westfield the most vibrant and
attractive town possible. He wants to
help actualize the Master Plan, spur
our downtown economic development
and improve our athletic facilities. He
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strengthen it. To do so, we need your
help. Support Mark this coming
election. Come meet him at an
upcoming event, hear what he has to
say and tell him what you need him to
hear. If you already know him,
consider inviting some friends to get
to know him as well. Most
importantly, vote for Mark this
November 5th. He is engaged,
enthusiastic and approachable. Mark
knows the challenges we face but he
has a lot of skin in the game; he wants
the best for his family and, as he has
always done, will work doggedly to
ensure it. He is a great friend, an
amazing father and husband, and an
accomplished lawyer. He will be an
outstanding councilman for Ward 2.
To contact or learn more, email
mark@westfieldtogether.com or visit
parmeleeforward2.com.
Councilman Mike Dardia, Ward 2
Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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PERFECT SCORES...Westfield High School (WHS) Principal Mary Asfendis,
pictured far right, congratulates WHS students on earning perfect scores on
subject tests of the September ACT. Pictured, left to right, are: senior Ryan
Zadrozny (Reading), junior Kyle Azzaretto (Science and STEM), senior Madeline
Katz (Reading), junior Julia Weinstein (English), and Alexander Joseph (Math,
Science, and STEM).

palities, they are providing backup,
they are making sure that when our
municipalities need help they are there
within those communities,” Mr.
Granados said in supporting maintaining a county police department.
Mr. Granados added that the 9-1-1
dispatch operated by county police
covers 13 towns and two hospitals in
Union County, saying it saves towns
money.
Ms. Kowalski noted that Cranford
has saved hundreds of thousands of
dollars by switching to the county
dispatch, which is operated out of
Westfield.
Ms. Williams said “ideally” more
towns will join the program saying
“the other mayors are seeing this is a
real cost savings.”
On the issue of infrastructure, Ms.
Williams said the county has opened
a spray park at Wheeler Park in Linden as well as made “numerous improvements in Nomahegan (Park in
Cranford), Cedar Brook in Plainfield
and Warinanco Park in Elizabeth and
Roselle,” home to the ice skating and
hockey rink. “We’ve done a lot of
upgrades,” Ms. Williams said.
She also noted the county has
awarded municipal grants for “inclusive” playgrounds, including
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield, that
are made for all people including
those with disabilities. Ms. Williams
noted that Ponderosa Park in Scotch
Plains also now has a spray park for
those living on the western portion of
the county. She said turf fields across
the county have been striped for football, soccer and lacrosse. She views
turf fields as another “cost saving” as
they have a longer life than traditional grass fields.
Ms. Kowalski noted the county is
close to closing on the acquisition of
112 Park Drive, located adjacent to
Nomahegan Park in Cranford, after
the Cranford Township Committee
“specifically asked us to purchase it,”
she said. The county is looking to
make the parcel part of Nomahegan
Park. A dilapidated house currently
sits on the property. She said over
past 20 years the freeholders have
added over 300 acres of green space.
Mr. Granados said grant programs
help parks and recreation as well as
helping senior centers make repairs,
road replacement and municipal
building repairs.
Ms. Kowalski noted that Westfield
and other towns benefit from human
services programs such Meals on
Wheels, noting that 3,000 meals are
provided annually. Paratransit also is
popular as it provides transportation
to medical appointments at a cost of
$2 per trip.
When asked about the county’s
debt, which stands at $587 million,
Ms. Kowalski said the county is paying down the debt service “with out
any major stretch.”
Mr. Granados said the board has
produced budgets that has tax increases at their lowest increases in
over 20 years “while continuing to
provide the vital essential services
that our residents need.”
Ms. Kowalski said the county paid
$4 million more on reducing the debt
than was scheduled to be paid off.
Mr. Granados said the county has
“put funding into the workforce development board” to provide jobs as
well as soft skills training for county
residents looking for jobs or those out
of work. He said the county provided
over 1,000 job opportunities through
its programs.
Ms. Williams said the idea is to
attract more people to Union County
given the return of off-peak Raritan
Valley Line train stops, citing new
businesses opening in towns like
Plainfield and Westfield.
Ms. Kowalski said the county has
worked with New Jersey’s United
States Senators Robert Menendez and
Cory Booker (both D-NJ) and Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th)
on flood-control issues. She said the
region received an extension on the
Rahway River Flood Control study
after it was announced the Army Corps
of Engineers had recommended that
the study be halted. Ms. Kowalski
had sought action from the state Department of Environmental Protection to keep the project alive.
Ms. Williams noted that Union
County became the first county to
open an Office of LGBTQ Affairs, as
well an office for people with special
needs to create a “barrier-free county”
for sexual orientations, as well as
mental or physical disabilities.

GARWOOD – Board of Education
candidates Salvatore Piarulli, Tina
Simitz, Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Tim Ryan,
Susan Groning and Adrienne Barnes
faced off October 21 in a candidates
night forum hosted by the Lincoln
School Student Council. The six candidates are running for three open
seats on the board in the Tuesday,
November 5 school board election.
Each candidate provided an introduction describing themselves and
their goals. Candidates were asked
about what qualities board members
should exhibit and what board areas
needed the most improvement.
Incumbent candidates include Mr.
Piarulli, Mrs. Simitz and Mrs.
Groning. Ms. Kjetsaa has served twice
on the board of education. Mr. Ryan
and Mrs. Barnes are seeking their
first board terms.
Mr. Piarulli is a child of two Italian
immigrants with four children who
went through the Garwood school
system. He said he just received his
Master’s degree in Business Administration working as an executive for
Verizon. Mr. Piarulli said he wants to
ensure all Garwood’s tax dollars are
“spent the right way.” He cited among
his goals providing transparency and
equipping teachers with the necessary resources to provide “students
with the best education possible.”
Mr. Piarulli said in his “free time,”
he enjoys coaching soccer, baseball
and football.
“Teaching teamwork through
coaching is something I am very passionate about,” Mr. Piarulli said.
Mr. Piarulli co-founded the Dean
Michael Clarizio Cancer Foundation,
which has raised $1.2 million for families fighting cancer. The charity was
developed to honor his childhood
friend’s vision, he added.
“I am not seeking to be all things to
all people, nor am I hoping to win a
popularity contest,” Mr. Piarulli said.
Ms. Kjetsaa said she has lived in
Garwood for more than 40 years,
having attained a bachelor of arts and
master’s degrees, along with a doctorate in education. Ms. Kjetsaa highlighted numerous experiences during
her time working in K-12 education
as both a teacher and administrator.
She said during her time as a board of
education member she addressed
many issues districts face through her
service on multiple board subcommittees.
Ms. Kjetsaa stated that if elected,
she will address taxpayer concerns,
the impact of redevelopment on the
local school system, facilities planning and maintenance, and school
safety and security. She said she also
will promote an increased flow of
information to parents and the overall
community.
Currently, Mrs. Simitz serves as
the board’s vice-president and Clark
Board of Education liaison.
“I am proud of my very important
contributions over the past three
years,” Mrs. Simitz said.
Mrs. Simitz said her accomplishments include providing insight to
the parent-district Facebook page,
which she “strongly advocated” to
implement. Mrs. Simitz said she was
instrumental in initiating the “middle
school orientation,” “kindergarten

tea,” and efficient bus scheduling for
students.
She said citizenship was instilled
in her character from a young age, as
both her parents were educators and
community volunteers.
Mr. Ryan said as a Garwood resident for 13 years and a teacher and
administrator at a high school for the
past 13 years, he would “love to bring
my professional experiences” to serving on the board of education.
“Effective education is a team effort. It requires the cooperation and
hard work of teachers, students, parents, administrators, board members
and the entire community,” Mr. Ryan
said.
Mrs. Barnes said the district must
support “evidence-based instructional
programs” addressing the needs of all
students and help them achieve their
highest potential as individuals.
“I will make every effort to maintain the delicate balance between the
fiscal responsibility to taxpayers and
the provisions of a superior education serving the long-term interests of
our children,” Mrs. Barnes said.
Incumbent Ms. Groning has served
as a board of education member for
the last 13 years. She stated that for
12 of those 13 years she has served as
the board finance chairwoman. Mrs.
Groning attended Lincoln School, as
did her three children.
Mrs. Groning said she has participated in superintendent searches,
teacher employment decisions, and
the shared-services agreement with
the borough.
“I am one of the few non-conflicted
board members who can serve on the
negotiations committee,” Mrs.
Groning said.
Student moderator Zoey Brown
asked each board member what qualities or behaviors each board member
should exhibit.
Mr. Ryan said board members
should be honest, empathetic, patient,
cooperative and curious.
Mrs. Barnes stated that board members should be trustworthy, reliable,
approachable and empathetic, while
“constantly attending meetings and
participating in discussions.”
Mrs. Simitz said teamwork is first
and foremost.
“I’ve worked on a team my entire
career. It requires a certain level of
patience,” Ms. Simitz said, adding
that board members should display
professionalism, leadership, and a
working knowledge of board-related
topics.
Mrs. Groning said board members
must remain curious and inquisitive
while working collaboratively with
fellow board members.
Ms. Kjetsaa said board members
should remain open-minded while effectively reporting information to fellow board members attained from
New Jersey-sponsored workshops.
Participation in initial “strategic planning steps” is an important multi-year
plan “driving the curriculum and budget.”
Mr. Piarulli said experience and
understanding is essential to assuming the responsibility which encompasses the position. He said a desire
to ensure teachers have all the resources to provide the best education
possible for all students is a good
quality to have.

Cranford PPD Joins State
Pedestrian Safety Campaign
CRANFORD — The Township of
Cranford will kick off another monthlong Street Smart NJ campaign in
November to raise awareness of pedestrian safety ahead of daylight saving time ending as the potential for
pedestrian-involved crashes increases
and darkness falls earlier.
The campaign is a collaborative
effort between the Township of
Cranford, EZ Ride Transportation
Management Association and the
North Jersey Transportation Planning
Authority (NJTPA), which coordinates the Street Smart NJ program.
The Cranford Police Department will
be enforcing pedestrian-related laws
and working with township officials
and the school district to educate everyone about safe driving and walking practices.
“We rarely are more vulnerable than
when walking in suburban areas, crossing busy streets and negotiating traffic. And we all are pedestrians from
time to time, so it’s important to pay
attention to what is going on around
us,” Cranford Police Chief Ryan Greco
said. He added, “We can’t stress enough
that we need drivers to obey speed
limits and stop for pedestrians in crosswalks. If we follow the campaign’s
simple safety reminders — stopping
for pedestrians, using crosswalks, putting down the phone and obeying traffic laws — we can save lives and
prevent crashes.”
Pedestrian safety is an ongoing
challenge in New Jersey. In 2017,
184 pedestrians died as a result of
pedestrian-vehicle crashes, according to the most recent data available
from the New Jersey State Police.
From 2013 through 2017, 825 pedestrians were killed on New
Jersey’s roads (NJSP). During that
time, more than 22,000 people were
injured. This translates into one
death every two days and 12 injuries daily.

“I commend the Cranford Police
Department and the township on
implementing our Street Smart NJ
initiative,” said Union County Freeholder Angel Estrada, who also serves
as chair of the NJTPA Board of Trustees. “The more communities that join
our pedestrian safety program, the
more we can educate people about
safe driving and walking practices.
Campaigns like Cranford’s are helping to make Union County a safer
place to live, work and visit.”
More than 80 communities have
participated in Street Smart NJ since
the campaign’s inception in 2013,
and the campaigns have had a positive impact. An analysis of campaigns
conducted by the NJTPA in 2016
found a 40 percent reduction in drivers failing to stop for pedestrians and
a 28 percent reduction in pedestrians
crossing mid-block or against the signal.
“The intersection of Walnut Avenue and Chestnut Street will be a
focus of the campaign. The Cranford
Police Department Traffic Bureau
will conduct pre-campaign observations at the intersection and will return to the intersection for post-campaign observations after the police
department concludes its education
and enforcement activities. Throughout the campaign, street signs, posters, safety tip cards, coasters and
cup sleeves will be on display in the
township.
“Cranford is excited to participate
in Street Smart NJ to help make our
streets safer for everyone,” Cranford
Mayor Patrick Giblin said. “Pedestrian safety is also good for our local
economy. When people feel safe, they
are more likely to walk around our
business district, visiting our restaurants and local shops.”
To learn more about the initiative,
please contact the Cranford Police
Traffic Bureau at (908) 709-7335.
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Garwood Addresses Article
On Drinking Water Quality

Letters to the Editor
Bodmer’s Reason for Not Attending
Cands. Debate Is A Fabrication
On October 21, 2019 The Westfield
Leader sponsored a Town Council Candidates Forum at the town hall. All candidates attended except Rich Bodmer, the
Republican candidate for Ward 2. I
thought your readership would appreciate some of the back story on his absence.
During email negotiations between the
Democratic Committee, the Republican
Committee and The Westfield Leader
staff, Mr. Bodmer had stated he was
unable to attend, as he was out of town on
business. He was then offered eight alternate dates to debate the Democratic Ward
2 candidate, Mark Parmelee, but Bodmer
declined stating he was out of town on all
dates. However, Bodmer has since stated
in a published letter to the editor October
24 and in a one-page proxy statement,
that he did not attend the debate because
of a perceived conspiracy theory that the
local Democrats have been paying people,
locally and nationally to smear Westfield
Republican candidate’s campaigns. As
the secretary of the Westfield Democratic
Committee, I assure you this is a fabrication. If this theory was true, then why did
the other three Republican candidates
attend the debate? For Mr. Bodmer to
request an apology from the Mayor and
WDC is ludicrous. In fact, I am surprised
The Westfield Leader would print such a
letter to the editor, after being part of the
negotiating process and witnessing
Bodmer’s shifting excuses for not attending. Truth and accuracy are the foundation of journalistic fairness in these situations.
Further, during the negotiations between the committees and The Leader,

the Republican representatives were concerned about “decorum,” stating they
wanted to set rules for behavior of the
audience. Republicans proposed training
a camera on the audience “for the benefit
of decorum” as they were “planning for
the worst behavior.” Ironically, once the
debate was underway, it was the Republican candidate, Councilman Mark
LoGrippo, who breached decorum in
confronting Mayor Shelley Brindle, who
happened to be seated in the front row.
Not just once, but on two occasions he
looked at her and asked in a confrontational tone from the dais, “Mayor Brindle
are you making faces while I am speaking?” Mayor Brindle had turned around
both times to someone whose cell phone
had repeatedly vibrated and had asked
them to politely “shush.” The second
time Councilman LoGrippo said this to
her, you can hear Mayor Brindle respond,
“I was shushing them to be quiet.” You
can also hear the audience react with a
murmur. I witnessed this as I was standing along the wall. Why was this behavior
not reported in the article about the council candidates’ debate? If a Democratic
candidate had done that, many of us feel
that it would have been reported by The
Leader.
In the course of the debate decorum
was breached, but ironically by Republicans candidates.
Sharon Stockwell,
Westfield Democratic Committee –
Secretary
Ward 1, District 1 Committeewoman

Statement From Robert Benacchio
Walking door-to-door since spring, the
most important thing I’ve learned is that
behind the doors of the homes in Ward 1
live some of the most honest, hard-working, family-oriented and generous people
you’ll ever meet. Some have been kind
enough to support my campaign through
donations, walking our neighborhoods
with me, and hosting events. For that, I’ll
be forever grateful. The decision to run
for office – for me –is about helping these
same friends and neighbors by taking
responsibility for our town and the families who live here. I want to make sure
their tax dollars are spent on the things
they should be. That they feel safe coming home and letting their kids out to
play. That our kids want to do what so
many others who grew up in Westfield
have: come back home to raise their own
families.
I’ve unfortunately learned a lot about
negativity. There is no justification, no
exception for engaging in the same behavior that our schools work hard to
eliminate from the character of our children. Our residents have real concerns
and cares; having met so many of them, I
can say with certainty that they do not
care to see this behavior any longer. If
you want that sort of thing in your government, you’ve unfortunately got plenty
of options. If you’re tired of it and want
local politics to be about what it should –
neighbor helping neighbor – then I’d
love to have your vote.
Finally, I’ve learned enough about the
challenges we face as a town to see them
in a different light: as possibilities. Yes,
we have empty stores downtown. I see

them as places reserved for the new businesses that will make Westfield an example of Downtown success in a new era.
We will do this through incentives to
tenants, a home and Downtown business
referral network, and modernized parking that uses solar panels to provide
weather protection, power for lighting
and charging stations, and power to spot
sensors that will let shoppers know the
location of available spots through a new
downtown app. We don’t have the fields
we need for our kids. But we have a plan
on the shelf – one formulated with the
input of sports leagues, recreation commission and yes, residents. We can put it
in place now as part of a larger planning
process so that our kids can play their
home games at home. As the only one of
the candidates with actual experience on
a Planning or Zoning Board, I’m looking
forward to being part of that process with
your vote. And while it is unfortunate we
have become targets of theft, we can use
that an opportunity to build a real neighborhood network that will bring us closer
together as a community.
These ideas have all sorts of detractors
and naysayers, and that’s ok – that’s how
most successes come about. Working together, we’ll push past negativity and
make local government about what my
kids think it is: public service for the
benefit of community. If you agree, please
trust me with your vote, and put me to
work.
Robert Benacchio (R)
Candidate for Westfield Council,
Ward 1

Statement From Mark Parmelee
My wife Megan and I fell in love with
this town when we first drove here from
New York City 21 years ago. That same
day, we bought the first house we saw
right here in Ward 2—four kids and a dog
later, we couldn’t imagine living anywhere else.
I’ve always felt lucky to live in a town
like Westfield, and there’s one experience that sums up why:
We’d been living here for just a few
weeks. I was walking the mile from my
house to Westfield Station, this day in the
rain, when Saul Heitner pulled up next to
me. We’d never met, but he was heading
to the train too and offered me a lift. What
began as one simple act of neighborly
kindness, turned into years of rides whenever he saw me walking, and a friendship
that has continued ever since.
In those five-minute car rides, Saul
convinced me to do the Washington
School Show, the school’s largest PTO
fundraiser, which I performed in for 13
years. The experience introduced us to
neighbors who became great friends, established our sense of community, and
made Westfield truly feel like home. That
morning in the rain, I knew I made the
right decision moving here. Saul’s basic
generosity is emblematic of the strength
of character and community that makes

Westfield such a great place to live.
Professionally, I have 23 years of experience as an attorney. I’m a partner in a
global law firm, where I work as a securities litigator. Prior to that, I was a prosecutor in the Manhattan District
Attorney’s office for almost seven years.
My work has taught me to be critically
analytical and evaluative. I need to understand the weaknesses of my cases in
order to fairly evaluate the strengths.
Westfield now has a thought-out, wellplanned vision for success, with representatives who are actually proactive,
creative, responsive and transparent, and
demonstrate a strong commitment to fiscal responsibility. As your Councilman,
I’ll work to solve our most long-standing
challenges and to seize our greatest opportunities.
This community has given me and my
family so much. And now couldn’t be a
better time to give back to the community
I love so much. Be sure to get out and vote
on Tuesday, November 5. To contact or
learn
more,
email
mark@westfieldtogether.com or visit
parmeleeforward2.com.
Mark Parmelee (D)
Candidate for Westfield Town
Council, Ward 2

Waste Recycling Program
Generates Bio-Energy
WESTFIELD — Westfield will be
launching Union County’s first FREE
food waste recycling program its Conservation Center on November 1. This
program will allow Union County residents to bring food waste of any kind to
the Center – instead of throwing it away
in the garbage – so that it can then be
turned into bio-fuel to help power the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority.
“I’m so pleased to see the Westfield
Green Team, DPW (Department of Public Works), and Waste Management
partnering on this innovative program
to tap into alternative energy sources
while addressing the issue of food
waste,” Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle said. “We’re proud to be the
first municipality in the county to participate.”
Residents can bring any type of food
waste to the Conservation Center, where
a dedicated bin for food waste that selfseals will be set up near the recycling
sheds. All types of food waste are acceptable including vegetables, fruits,
meats, seafood (except shells), dairy
and grains. Food waste can be delivered to the bin in any type of packaging

excluding glass containers and black
plastic bags.
This program is being launched in
partnership with Waste Management, a
leader in converting food waste into a
bio-fuel that creates green energy.
“Westfield’s food waste will be
turned into a bio-fuel in the co-digestion plant at the Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority,” said Arielle Bernard,
organics sales manager at Waste
Management’s food waste processing
plant in Elizabeth. “Our plant removes
contaminants from the food waste and
creates an ‘energy shake’ that helps
increase the production of clean natural gas. The gas then turns into electricity that is used to power the authority’s
treatment process.” Ms. Bernard said
the RVSA has a goal of using bio-fuel
to generate 100 percent of its electricity.
This program was developed by
Westfield’s Green Team and the
Westfield DPW in partnership with
Waste Management.
For more information on the
Westfield Green Team, please visit
www.westfieldnj.gov/green.
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LEADER IN FLORENCE...Mark and Megan Parmelee hold a copy of The
Westfield Leader on top of the Duomo in Florence, Italy. Mr. Parmelee is a
candidate for Westfield Town Council, Ward 2.

Freeholder Issue $1.4 Mil.
In Open Space Fund Grants
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders gave out $1.4 million in
three grants to municipalities and historical societies last Thursday.
Twenty towns were awarded
$999,697 in Kids Recreation Trust
Fund grants for parks and recreation
facility improvements, 18 municipalities received Greening Union County
grants totaling $102,072 for planting
new trees, and nine historic sites were
given a total of $303,315 for renovation projects. All of the grants were
paid out of the county’s Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation
Trust Fund.
Westfield received $52,400 from
the Kids Recreation Trust Fund that
will be used for a new playground at
Sycamore Field as well as engineering and surveying services at
Tamaques Reservation. In addition,
the town received $5,000 that will
used to plant 40 trees.
Cranford was awarded $46,000
from the Kids Recreation Trust which
Mayor Patrick Giblin said will be
used for resurfacing basketball courts.
The township also garnered $4,500
to plant 46 trees for the Greening
Union County Grant. The Cranford
Historical Society was awarded
$2,500 from the Preserve Union
County grant for exterior painting at
the Crane-Phillips House.
Garwood was awarded a $16,000
recreation grant that will be used for
a ballstop system at the Garwood
Sports and Recreation Center as well
as $5,000 for planting trees.
Fanwood received $40,000 from
the Kids Recreation Trust for improvements at Forest Road Park, $1,322 to
plant four trees and $2,000 from the
Preserve Union County grant program
for repairing and refinishing wood
floors at the Fanwood Carriage House.
Recreation Director Bob Budiansky
said the recreation grant will be used
for new playground facilities and dugouts at Forest Road Park.
Mountainside garnered $31,000 for
improvements to softball and baseball fields and dugouts at Deerfield
Elementary School and resurfacing
of the Echo Brook tennis courts and
realignment of the courts for
pickleball, according to Mayor Paul
Mirabelli. New Providence received
a $40,000 recreation grant to resurface the borough’s tennis courts, and
$2,500 to plant 20 trees.
Scotch Plains was awarded $63,000
that will be used to upgrade basketball courts at Kramer Manor Park,
$3,750 to plant 25 trees and $85,000
that will go towards exterior and structural renovations at the Frazee House.
Andrew Calamaras of the FanwoodScotch Plains Rotary Club said the
restoration project began in 2005 and
is expected to be completed in another four or five years. The renovation project has been sponsored by
Rotary Club.
“It really looks pretty good,” Mr.
Calamaras said of Frazee House renovations to date.
Berkeley Heights received $43,000
to be used for improvements to the drainage system at Columbia Park and $3,000
to plant 10 trees. Berkeley Heights also
received $85,000 for improvements to
the Littell-Lord Farmstead.
“This is the first time we are going
to be able to make some significant
improvements on that historical site
in a very long time,” said Mayor
Angie Devanney, who noted Berkeley Heights recently adopted an ordinance creating an historical preservation committee.
Clark received $42,000 from the
Kids Recreation Trust Fund and
$3,500 from Greening Union County,
the latter of which will be used to
plant 50 trees. The recreation grant
will be used for improvements at the
town’s Little League field.
Kenilworth was awarded $48,000
from the Kids Recreation Trust to be
used to fix up the borough’s 16th
Street Park and $3,000 from Greening Union County to plant 30 trees.
Another $21,000 was awarded to the
Nitschke House in Kenilworth to restore the attic to create additional
archival space and expand the
museum’s exhibition center.

New Providence received a
$40,000 recreation grant to resurface
the borough’s tennis courts and $2,500
to plant 20 trees; Springfield was
awarded $30,000 for playground
equipment and $5,000 to plant 33
trees and Summit garnered $62,000
for track resurfacing at Tatlock Sports
Complex and $13,000 to plant 90
trees.
Preserving Union County grants
were also awarded as follows:
$30,000 to Merchant Drovers Tavern
in Rahway for exterior renovations;
$19,715 to restore glazing of
Robinson window panels at the
Plainfield Arts, Culture and Education Center; $45,000 to the DuCret
School of Art in Plainfield for restoration of the front porch, and $10,000
to the Reeves-Reed Arboretum for
restoration of stone stairs behind the
Wisner House.
During public comments, Bruce
Paterson of Garwood commented on
a news reports of allegations made by
Linden Mayor Derek Armstead that
State Senator Nicholas Scutari (D22nd, Linden), in his role as municipal prosecutor in Linden where he
resides, missed nearly half the court
sessions in 2018 and was dismissed
by the mayor in January. Mr. Scutari,
the chairman of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, serves as chairman of the
Union County Democratic Committee.
“This is giving us a black eye here,
not only a black eye for Union County
but a black eye for our county Democratic Party,” Mr. Paterson said, asking the freeholders to urge Mr. Scutari
to resign as chair of the Democratic
Committee. “It makes us Democrats
look bad.”
Responding to Mr. Paterson, Freeholder Sergio Granados said, “We
are not here to comment on
allegations...We are also not going to
be getting involved in the political
issues that are taking place in Linden.” He called Sen. Scutari “a champion for the residents of his district.”
Freeholder Chris Hudak, a Linden
resident, said Sen. Scutari “has a long
and extinguished public career.” He
called the Linden document referenced in reports a “trumped up BS
document which was really a political hit job” that was released “really
just to embarrass the Senator.” He
said he would “welcome the City of
Linden to look into that sham.”
Freeholder Alexander Mirabella
called the Senator a “admirable, capable, professional, distinguished
public servant.”
He said the allegations are “based
on a disagreement with the (Linden)
mayor of that city.”
“You can stand up on a roof top and
shout it but that doesn’t mean its
true,” Freeholder Mirabella said.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
Notice is hereby given that ORDINANCE
NO. 19-15-S
AN ORDINANCE OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
COUNTY OF UNION, AND
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
AMENDING THE OPEN
SPACE,
RECREATION,
FLOODPLAIN PROTECTION,
AND FARMLAND AND HISTORIC
PRESERVATION
TRUST FUND PURSUANT TO
N.J.S.A. 40:12-5.7.
was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on October 21, 2019.
This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after final passage and publication as
required by law.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 10/31/19, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF NEW TOWNSHIP
COMMITTEE MEETING TIME
Please take notice that the Township
Committee Workshop Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at
7:00 p.m. in Room 108 of the Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey, has been rescheduled to begin at 6:00 p.m. Formal Action may be taken at this meeting.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
2 T - 10/31/19
& 11/07/19, The Leader
Fee: $62.00

GARWOOD – Mayor Sara Todisco
addressed Thursday’s council meeting concerning a recent news article
that raised concerns about local drinking water quality.
Mayor Todisco said article’s findings were published by a lobbyist
group called the Environmental Working Group (EWG).
“Although I have doubts as to the
accuracy of the article, I immediately
reached out to the appropriate agencies and organizations to find out if
there were concerns for residents,”
Mayor Todisco said.
Upon Mayor Todisco’s request,
New Jersey American Water’s water
quality manager and field operations
manager will be attending the next
council meeting on Thursday, November 14. New Jersey American
Water representatives will answer
residents questions while addressing
EWG’s claims within the article,
stated Mayor Todisco.
In a written correspondence to
Garwood’s leadership, New Jersey
American Water stated that water
quality and safety is “taken very seriously.”
“Our treatment processes ensure
our systems meet or surpass all current EPA and NJ DEP standards for
safe drinking water,” according TO
New Jersey’s American Water’s written correspondence to the borough
council.
Previously, the compounds listed
in the EWG report were reported by
New Jersey American Water to New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (NJDEP).
“Most are disinfectants by products, which result from the disinfection process, and we meet all regulatory standards for these,” New Jersey
American Water stated. They said
any remaining compounds are in the
source water at levels far below recognized drinking standards.
In addition, Garwood received
feedback from the NJDEP after the
EWG assertions were forwarded to
the NJDEP, stated Mayor Todisco.
In a written correspondence to
Garwood, the NJDEP stated that
EWG uses “their own health guidelines for contaminants.”
The guidelines are standards developed by the State of California,
based on the latest science, for many
contaminants found in water supplies,
as well as options for Americans who
want to reduce contaminants, according to the NJDEP written correspondence.
The NJDEP stated that the information presented in EWG’s database
could appear “contradictory” to
Drinking Water Watch because the
EWG published guidelines includes
water quality data collected as part of
the EPA’s Unregulated Contaminant

Rule.
“It could also illustrate that your
system (New Jersey American Water) has an exceedance for a contaminant, but the exceedance is based on
their own (EWG) health-based guidelines and not an existing maximum
contaminant level (MCL),” according to the NJDEP correspondence.
Councilman Sean Benoit said residents should “urge caution” when
interpreting EWG’s reports or findings. Mr. Benoit said after conducting a due diligence he discovered
EWG is a “D.C.” registered lobby
group.
Mr. Benoit said he discovered numerous EWG research and organizational criticisms. He said EWG trademarks over 100 products “deemed
safe” which businesses must pay
trademarking fees for an EWG designation.
The unanimous concession
amongst all council members was the
borough should investigate the assertions further while not accepting the
EWG findings blindly. Mayor Todisco
said a further inquiry will begin with
the NJ American Water representatives at the November meeting, stated
Mayor Todisco.
In other business, Mayor Todisco
presented Lauren O’Brien with a proclamation recognizing Ms. O’Brien’s
efforts in establishing the first New
Jersey METAvivor chapter.
METAvivor is a metastatic breast cancer awareness organization promoting awareness while bolstering metastatic breast cancer research funding
resources.
Ms. O’Brien stated that her friend,
Scotch Plains resident Tami Eagle
Bowling, and her have established
the New Jersey chapter to raise awareness to a disease kills 115 people per
day. Ms. O’Brien said metastatic
breast cancer is the “number one
killer” for women under 40 years old.
Ms. Bowling is a metastatic breast
cancer survivor who benefit from a
medication, which was approved the
year Ms. Bowling was diagnosed,
stated Ms. O’Brien. She said the
average life expectancy for an individual with METAstatic is 26
months.
Only two to five percent of research funding is available to stage-4
medications and patients, stated Ms.
O’Brien. Thirty 30 percent of cancer
patients who eradicate cancer initially
will be diagnosed with a stage-4 cancer.
Metastatic breast cancer is defined
as a cancer which spreads from the
breast tissue often into the lungs or
brain, explained Ms. O’Brien. Recently, Ms. O’Brien and Ms. Bowling
traveled to Washington, D.C. to support legislation which would provide
stage-4 cancer patients with “better
access to insurance,” Ms. O’Brien
said.

Statement From Jim Boyes
I come from an Irish Catholic family,
and am one of eight. I met my wife Maria
in high school and we married after graduating college. When it was time to start a
family, we chose Westfield.
In 1989, we purchased a two-family
house close to Downtown. Built in the
late 1800s, it was neglected and needed a
lot of work. We rented out the upstairs for
the first 10 years while renovating and
eventually, little by little, with a lot of
sweat equity, we were able to restore it
back to a single-family home. Most weekends, you can still find me working on it.
We love our home and feel fortunate to
have raised our three children here.
Through the years, I’ve coached youth
sports, served on the Mayor’s Parking
Advisory Committee, currently serve on
the Westfield Green Team, and volunteer
with Ward 1 Community Connect. I’ve
enjoyed serving this community and treasure the friendships I’ve made as a result.
Professionally, I’m an environmental
engineer and currently work as a risk
specialist for an insurance company. I
trust science, seek fact-based solutions,
and work to identify, evaluate and mitigate risks. Risk management is central to
what I do for a living and is essential to
any organization, whether it be a Fortune
500 Company or a mid-sized municipal-

ity in New Jersey. I know my skills can
assist the town as it works to revitalize
our business district and remain fiscally
sound.
I believe that proactive leadership,
coupled with the foresight to map out a
vision, will allow Westfield to plan for a
successful future. With the upcoming
adoption and implementation of the Master Plan, it’s critical to have smart, independent and fair-minded individuals on
the town council. As your councilman,
I’ll work to address your specific issues
and to formulate solutions to the larger,
underlying systemic causes of them.
I am running because I want my children to return to a community that I
helped strengthen. Which is why, as your
Ward 1 Councilman, I pledge to be accessible, to listen and act upon your thoughts
and concerns, to always be ethical, and to
focus on what moves our town forward.
I humbly ask for your vote on Tuesday,
November 5.
To contact or learn more, email
jim@westfieldtogether.com or visit
boyesforward1.com.
Jim Boyes (D)
Westfield Town Council Candidate,
Ward 1

Supervisor of Buildings and Grounds
Appointed in Westfield Schools
WESTFIELD — At its October dinates inclement weather re15 meeting, the Board of Education sponses, oversees on-demand
approved the approjects and
pointment of Sean
the repair and
McArthur as Superpurchase of
visor of Buildings
equipment,
and Grounds for the
and works
Westfield Public
closely with
School District, efadministrafective January 1,
tion, archi2020. Mr. McArthur
tects and engisucceeds Michael
neers on larger
Morris, who will reprojects.
tire on December 31
Prior
to
after 25 years of serworking in
vice.
Lacey Town“Mr. McArthur has
ship,
Mr.
extensive experience
McArthur was
in landscaping, facilifacilities manties management, and
ager with the
maintenance,” said
Aramark CorSean McArthur
Business Administraporation and
tor Dana Sullivan. “We look forward operations foreman/budget manto welcoming him to the district in ager in the East Brunswick School
January.”
District.
Mr. McArthur currently serves
“I really appreciate the opportuas Educational Facilities Manager nity to join this wonderful school
in Lacey Township Public Schools, district,” Mr. McArthur told board
where he supervises 57 custodial, members upon his approval, adding
maintenance and grounds person- that he understands and takes very
nel, maintains all buildings, seriously the importance of the posigrounds, and athletic fields, coor- tion.
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Charles Addams Leaves
Indelible Mark on Westfield
wit and humor that just made your
day,” Mr. Schoss stated in a press
Buh-Da-Da-Dum-Snap-Snap. release. “Having the opportunity to
Morticia, Gomez, Wednesday, be a part of this is one of the coolest
Pugsley, Uncle Fester, Lurch and the things I have gotten to do. I plan on
rest of “The Addams Family” started honoring the home’s unique history
with a sketch and then a cartoon in while updating and revitalizing it.”
Mr. Schoss had restored the origiThe New Yorker magazine by the late
former Westfield resident, Charles nal wood siding of the home, shored
Addams (1912–1988). Mr. Addams up and restored the front porch, built
was born in Westfield in 1912 and an addition at the rear and expanded
raised in town on Elm Street by his the basement, Mr. Schoss told This Is
parents Grace Spears and Charles Westfield.
Mr. Addams had lived in the home
Huy Addams.
For five-and-a-half decades, Mr. from 1920 to 1947 creating his gothic
cartoons that
Addams contribstirred up a pot
uted 64 covers and
full of fantastical
more than 1,300
stories by those
cartoons to The
who viewed his
New Yorker magaworks.
zine, and signed
According to a
them
Chas
2010 New York
Addams. “The
Times interview
Addams Family”
with Mr. Addams’
would later evolve
former
New
and become the
Yorker colleague
focus of two liveRobert Mankoff,
action half-hour
he said, one of the
TV shows, two
myths surroundanimated TV
shows, three moving the famed cartoonist was that
ies, a Broadway
because “the ficmusical in 2010, a
musical comedy
tional world of his
cartoons was
in the United
regularly inhabKingdom, and no
Charles Addams depicts the Rialto
fewer than 10
ited by people and
creatures who rebooks of his drawings. Nathan Lane and Bebe Neuwirth sembled sociopaths, he in some way
played, respectively, Gomez and shared these characteristics. Part of
Morticia on the Great White Way the ongoing myth was that he reguversion of “The Addams Family”. larly checked himself into a mental
Locally, Westfield High School stu- hospital when the demons he created
dents have memorialized Mr. Addams became his own. This is definitely not
and his work with a mural on a wall of true…”
Lynn Davis, in her book “Charles
his alma mater.
The seemingly “normal” middle Addams: A Cartoonist’s Life,” states
class Addams family that Mr. Addams the true Mr. Addams was instantly
penned had two children, Pugsley reassuring. In Ms. Davis’ words, “He
and Wednesday, who attended school. was a well-dressed, courtly man with
All the issues that bother regular par- silvery backcombed hair and a gentle
ents plagued the “kooky” Addams manner; he bore no resemblance to a
family as well, but with a macabre fiend. He stood six feet one inch tall,
shroud. Their family pet, Thing, in- with a head made for caricature: a big
stead of a dog, cat, bird or other usual round nose, large ears, squinty eyes,
animal, was a disembodied hand that and a thin-lipped mouth that never
appeared out of a box to light cigars, showed his teeth, even when he
pour tea and even play chess. The laughed — a source of endless fascitheme song for the television show nation and second-guessing for childescribed them: “They’re creepy and dren.”
The TV series creator David Levy
they’re kooky, Mysterious and
spooky, They’re all together ooky, said of Mr. Addams, “He was more
than just a cartoonist. He was a social
The Addams Family.”
The mansion in which this fiction- commentator and great wit.”
His wife Marilyn (“Tee”) must have
alized family inhabited is thought to
have been inspired by a Victorian shared his comically dark sense of
home located at 411 Elm Street, which humor. In 1988, when he died of a
Mr. Addams would walk by on his heart attack at age 76 inside his parked
car on a New York City street outside
way to high school.
Mr. Addams’ own home was steps their apartment, she remarked to The
away at 522 Elm Street. Built in 1907, New York Times with a quip that could
the artist’s home is a historic land- have been a caption for one of his
mark register in the Town of Westfield. cartoons: “He’s always been a car
In the spring of 2017, Schoss Con- buff, so it was a nice way to go.”
It’s been 30 years since, Mr.
struction completed a renovation to
the historic home of Charles Addams. Addams’ death, yet the myth of his
Ethan Schoss, owner of Schoss Con- life remains alive, his Westfield roots
struction, grew up watching “The stand firmly on Elm Street, and his
Addams Family,” so when this op- “family” is ever pressed in ink for all
portunity arose, he was more than to consume.
(This article is reprinted from the
excited to jump on it, he said in a
2018 edition of This Is Westfield in
press release.
“‘The Addams Family’ was one of the spirit of the town-wide
those timeless classic shows full of AddamsFest held this month.)
BY SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for This Is Westfield

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FALL FEELING...Mindowaskin Pond is framed in autumn colors as the fall
foliage turns and the Addams Family home, a replica of the one seen in the
animated show, is erected during the month of October. While Halloween is almost
over and the house will soon be removed until next year’s AddamsFest, the pond
is a place for residents to reflect and seek respite.

Fall Concert by Westfield
Community Concert Band
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Community Concert band will present
its annual Fall Concert on Thursday,
November 14, at 7:30 p.m. at Edison
Intermediate School (EIS), located at
800 Rahway Avenue. Thomas
Connors, conductor and music director of the band, has prepared a program which is highlighted by selections transcribed for wind band from
the Italian publishing firm, Scomegna.
The program will feature the band’s
premier performances of Historia
Ecclessiae Albae, by Italian composer,
Luciano Feliciani, and Danzon No. 2,
by Mexican composer, Arturo
Masquez. Historia, published in 2018,
celebrates the historic Italian village
of Ghisalba and was commissioned
by its local wind band. Danzon No. 2
is based upon Cuban dances that migrated to Mexico, homeland of the
composer, Arturo Marquez.
The band will also perform a composition for brass sextet and band,
entitled Concerto for Brass Sextet and
Wind Orchestra, by renowned contemporary composer, Derek Bourgeois, who composed many selections
for soloists and wind band. Concerto
features band members Glenn Parisi

on trumpet, Bruce McKinney on cornet, James Hurwitz on French horn,
Brett Porter on trombone, Joel Fleck
on euphonium and Marc Bernstein on
tuba. “We are very fortunate to have so
many talented musicians in the band,
allowing us the opportunity to perform selections such as Concerto,”
said Conductor Connors.
The program will also include
George Gershwin’s complete Porgy
and Bess Selections, arranged by
Robert Russell Bennett, the orchestrator of the original production of
Porgy and Bess. The band’s final selection will be Chorale and Alleluia,
by Howard Hanson, a founder of the
Eastman School of Music.
The band, completing its 107th
concert season, will also be presenting its annual Holiday Concert on
Thursday, December 12, at EIS.
Experienced area musicians may inquire about joining the band by contacting Barry Rosenberg, band president, at (732) 356-9400 or by email at
info@westfieldcommunityband.com.
The band rehearses each Wednesday
evening from 7:15 to 9:30 p.m. in the
community room located in the
Westfield Municipal Building.

POPCORN
Judy
As Illustrated by Renée
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

Years ago, as I walked on Bleecker
Street in The Village, a fellow weekend
Hippie in a granny dress ran up to me and
excitedly exclaimed, “Chuck Berry is at
So and So’s apartment playing for donations.” I didn’t go, so I don’t know if it
was true. But I was gratified several years
later during the Oldies Revival when a
rediscovered Chuck Berry probably raked
in more cash and deserved accolades than
when first he queried, “Maybellene, why
can’t you be true?” Unfortunately, director Rupert Goold’s Judy, a traditionally
constructed biopic about the great Judy
Garland, while detailing an attempted
career resurrection during a winter of ’68
concert tour in London, isn’t quite the
all’s well that ends well tale our hopeful
natures would have liked.
Instead, the beautifully filmed memoire
sings a more sad than sweet homage to Miss
Garland, smartly interlaced with flashbacks
that rationalize if not fully justify a fate
caused by the cruel perpetrations of the old
studio system. On the set of The Wizard of
Oz (1939), being a child star meant deprivation of food so as not to be anything but
svelte, being demeaned lest you got a swelled
head, and receiving even less sympathy
from a slave-driving stage mom than one
got from the tyrannically egomaniacal L.B.
Mayer. While the action-reaction, minithesis on the environmental causes of behavior leans a bit toward the pop psychology side of motivational study, our charitable inclination is pleased.
Physically and emotionally embodying the complex, showbiz wunderkindturned-major screen star and cabaret dynamo, Renée Zellweger etches an Academy Award-worthy portrayal that rises
above its albeit astonishing mimicry to
suggest the indulgence that only we understand Judy. But expect no run-of-themill, down-in-the-mouth diatribe about
the unfairness of life for movie stars who
have burned the candle at both ends.
Indeed, there is a nod to the gene that
causes multiple unhappy marriages, a
flipping of the bird to crooked, moneygrubbing agents and producers, and a
reasonably credible essay on the difficulty of parenting while trying to maintain one’s stardom. But it’s Miss
Zellweger’s personification of Judy when
she really feels something truly wonderful awaits over the proverbial rainbow
that wins our hearts and, alas, perhaps our
insight and understanding.
And then there’s the singing. Though
it’s probably true, this isn’t to say that I’m
too lazy or not enough of an Inspector
Clouseau to have played some Judy Garland albums after seeing the film in order
to compare the genuine wax to Zellweger’s
musical stylings. Rather, in this era when
we expect politicians to lie more than
usual, but won’t for a second brook a
dubbed singing scene, I’ve come to expect
actors to successfully do the melodious
voicings themselves. In fact, it’s accomplished so stunningly well here that in the
old days a trailer for the movie might have
rightfully boasted, “Renée is Judy!”
Zellweger’s extraordinary strumming
of the vocal cords is the ultimately complementing
aspect
of
her
characterization…the magical key it takes
to win our suspension of belief. Just as a
picture says a thousand words, when it’s

done right the emotive belting out of a
song opens a window into the soul of the
artist. And Miss Zellweger does it right.
Less extraordinary, but oh so necessary to telling the rags-to-riches-to-consignment shop story, are the nuts and
bolts of Garland’s downward spiral and,
where the narrative opens, her attempted
return to grace in London. Expect most of
the usual but apparently true clichés as
we are put in the position of bemoaning
Judy’s fate. Essentially homeless, addicted to pills and alcohol and financially
unable to take care of her children, her
plight wreaks havoc on our sensibilities.
Thus, in that vicarious simpatico that
happens in the mystical dark of the Bijou,
we cringe with every setback and wax
ebullient with each little success as our
title character strives to salvage not just
her celebrity, but the dignity that is usurped
when popularity wanes.
There’s a great, telling little scene that
conjectures volumes about the inner workings of the larger than life, showbiz phenomenon. It involves two, charmingly
stage-struck gay guys who our star befriends after noticing their regular attendance both in the theatre and outside the
stage door. We’d like to think the soulfully heartwarming, three-way tête-à-tête,
a touching testament to humanity’s better
instincts, is true. But Hollywoodization
or not, the interlude adds an important,
sociohistorical perspective to the period
in question. As the two middle-aged Brits
melancholily relate that the times are
better for them now, we can’t help but
think about the regressive, hateful intolerance greenlighted across America in
the last three shameful years. It is this
added perspicacity and dimension
throughout the chronicle that makes Judy
a little more than just another saga about
the fickle nature of fame.
Judy, rated PG-13, is a Roadside Attractions release directed by Rupert Goold and
stars Renée Zellweger, Finn Wittrock and
Rufus Sewell. Running time: 118 minutes.

Second Annual DAR Student
Fashion Competition
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR), a member of
the national organization (NSDAR),
will be hosting a fashion competition
again this year. Last year, student
participants from the Urban Sewciety
sewing shop in Westfield won top
awards in the state for their entries.
The DAR invites all students, grades
5-12, to participate this year by entering garments, which they have cre-

Joey G. to Play ’50s
Rock ‘N’ Roll at
Sunday Sounds
SCOTCH PLAINS — Join fellow community members for the
Scotch Plains Public Library’s
ever-popular Sunday Sounds series. On Sunday, November 3, at 2
p.m., Joey G. brings the audience
back in time to 1956, to Alan
Freed and the Birth of Rock n
Roll. Sunday Sounds is sponsored
by the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
Service League.
No registration is required for
this program. For more information, go to www.scotlib.org, email
library@scotlib.org, call (908)
322-5007, ext. 204 or stop by the
reference desk. The Scotch Plains
Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Avenue in the center of town.

ated. New this year, contestants can
enter items that they have knitted.
The Westfield Chapter will be awarding first-, second- and third-place
monetary awards. Winners from the
local competition will be submitted
for the N.J. state awards. The deadline for entries is January 15, 2020.
There will be two divisions: Junior,
having less than two years of sewing,
and Senior, having two or more years
of sewing. Two categories to enter
will be American history period wear
from the 1920s; or Fashion entries,
which can include separates, simple
ensembles, dresses, jackets/outerwear
or party/prom garments.
Judging will consider quality of
construction, creativity, difficulty and
selection of pattern and materials.
The Westfield Chapter of the DAR
encourages youth to be creative and
productive by learning to sew. Contact the Fashion Competition chair,
Diana
Kazazis,
at
Diana.kazazis@gmail.com to facilitate the process of registration and
pick up of garment entry.

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being
accepted for
This Is Westfield.
Send all hi-res submissions
for consideration to
ae@goleader.com.

Thank You for Your Support:
goleader.com/form/subscribe

Met Orchestra to
Present Fall Concert
MORRISTOWN — The Metropolitan Orchestra of NJ, now in its
48th season, will present a Fall Concert featuring G. Rossini’s “Thieving
Magpie Overture”, S. Prokofiev’s
“Lieutenant Kije Suite (Opus 60),
and J. Brahms’ Symphony 3 in F
(Opus 90). Conducting the orchestra
is Michael Stratechuk. The concert
will take place on Sunday, November
24, at the Dolan Hall in the College of
St. Elizabeth, located at 2 Convent
Road, Morristown. There is a suggested donation of $20. Visit
www.MetropolitanOrchestraNJ.org
or call (862) 571-5279 for more information.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader

CDC Holding Auditions for The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
CRANFORD – CDC Theatre is
holding auditions for The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee on Tuesday, November 5 and Thursday, November 7 at 7 p.m. Callbacks, by invitation only: Sunday, November 10, at
7 p.m. Those auditioning are asked to
prepare music that shows their talent.
Auditions are held at 78 Winans Avenue, Cranford. Learn more at
www.cdctheatre.org/auditions.html.
All characters are adults playing
high school students who can also
double as parents of high school students, except for Rona Paretti and
Vice Principal Paunch (both should be
comfortable with improv/adlibbing).
Character Breakdown:
Chip Tolentino: Boy Scout, social,
condent previous winner of the Bee.
Doubles as Jesus.
Logainne Schwartz and grubeniere:
Politically aware, driven, speaks with
a lisp, hates to disappoint her parents.
Leaf Coneybear: Least likely con-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IT’S A SCREAM...The Rialto, even while it remains closed to movie-goers, gets
into the Halloween spirit by adding a touch of Charles Addams style to its windows
and marquee. The marquee states it’s showing The Killer Moth and Stark Sheer
Terror—the same titles depicted in a sketch by Charles Addams (see at left).

testant, surprised to be in contest.
Doubles as one of Loagianne’s gay
Dads.
William Barfee: Severe allergy sufferer, smug, must move well.
Olive Ostrovsky: Shy but grows in
confidence during the show. Dictionary parented her more than her real
parents.
Rona Lisa Peretti: Adult co-runner
and former winner of the Bee. Sweet
and stern alternating throughout contest. Doubles as Olive’s mother.
Douglas Panch: Vice-Principal and
co-host of the contest. Tightly wound
and recovering from un-named incident. Droll sense of humor.
Mitch Mahony:Adult comfort counselor, tough talking ex-con with a heart,
doubles as one of Logainne’s gay dads.
Marcy Parks: Multi-talented. Character can twirl, dance, do martial arts,
speaks six languages, in essence can
do everything. Believes God wants
her to be perfect.

Sweet
Sixteen
Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!
THE JAMES WARD MANSION
8JUIPOFFWFOUBUBUJNFBOEPOFFWFOUBEBZ 
“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”JTBOPČFSZPVDBOOPUSFGVTF

ćF+BNFT8BSE.BOTJPOt&BTU#SPBE4USFFUt8FTUĕFME /+tt

www.jameswardmansion.com
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Whodunit Appears at Edison
Intermediate School This Weekend

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader and The Times

IT’S THE ADDAMS FAMILY…Sal and Darleen Caruana celebrate the spirit of Halloween at their home on Dudley Avenue
in Westfield. This year’s theme features the characters from the Addams Family, created by Westfield native, cartoonist
Charles Addams.

IT’S A MYSTERY…Students rehearse for the upcoming production of Clue at Edison Intermediate School in Westfield this
weekend. Tickets can be purchased for $10 at the door.
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Clue, the murder
mystery iconic board game turned
movie and play, is coming to Edison
Intermediate School (EIS) in play
form this weekend. Favorite characters--Ms. Scarlet, Colonel Mustard,
Mrs. Peacock, Professor Plum and
the rest of the gang will be there to
solve the mystery. The spoof, adapted
for the stage by Jonathan Lynn, will
be presented by Edison Intermediate
School on Friday, November 1, and
Saturday, November 2, at 7 p.m.
Michael Altmann, drama teacher at
EIS and director of the play, in a phone
interview last week, said that the students are up for the challenge of performing. “It’s all in their hands now. I
told them that at today’s (Saturday’s)
rehearsal. This is your stage, these are
your characters, this is your show,” Mr.
Altmann said. That’s his philosophy of
teaching the art of being on stage. The
sixth-, seventh- and eighth-grade students have been rehearsing with him for
six weeks. “This is really a student-run
production,” he explained. Of course,
he is the director and has given them the
blueprint of where the show should go,
but he said, “I push the kids to take
ownership of it, to explore, be creative

and make the characters their own.”
It’s not just the onstage actors who
get to learn and grow with this process though. “Everyone involved in
the show needs to realize they are
important in this effort--stage crew
and actors. We’re in it together as a
theater family,” he said.
Mr. Altmann should know how to
make it all work; he’s been directing
the fall dramas at the school for 21
years. Before he started teaching 24
years ago, he was a casting director of
youth for Disney productions. He explained that it’s thrilling to see his
students blossom and grow in the process. This year’s show will be especially fun, he promised. “I love the
board game, the movie and knew the
students would get into the slapstick
comedy of the show that is based on
the movie,” Mr. Altmann said. There’s
a universal element of whodunit underlying the comedy, though, so it’s
not necessarily just all fun and games.
“I enjoy letting the kids fall in love
with theater,” he said. And that doesn’t
just mean being on the stage. The
students take responsibility of the behind-the-scenes duties that make up
the whole process of producing a show.
When the preteens and teens audition for a Michael Altmann produc-

tion, they understand his process. There
are three judges who are asked to
assign numbers in specific categories
to each auditioner. He then takes the
highest scorers, looks at the notes from
the judges and starts to place the students in the lead roles. “Everything’s a
numbers game. We don’t play favorites here,” he explained.
Through the years, Mr. Altmann has
seen a marked improvement in the
ability of the students because of their
outside training. “I know we aren’t the
only game in town,” he said, “and I
love the fact that the kids are getting
more chances to perform or perfect
their skills.” The more knowledge they
bring to the stage, the better it is all
around. He said he loves to hear that
one of his students has a part in another
production in a nearby town or an
acting studio’s production. In fact, he
will work around the rehearsal/show
schedule when a cast member has a
conflict for another show.
“I see so much love and passion in
these kids--whether they go on to be
professional actors, this experience
gives them an opportunity to hone
their communication skills and that’s
so important in their everyday lives,”
Mr. Altmann said. Tickets may be
purchased at the door for $10.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCARECROW STROLL...“Where the Wild Things Are” is reimagined in a scarecrow during Downtown Cranford’s
Scarecrow Stroll held in October when the streets of downtown become dotted with artistic scarecrows created by community
members and business owners.

A MERICAN R EPERTORY B ALLET ’ S
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Union County Performing Arts Center | Rahway
November 23 | 7:30 PM
November 24 | 1:00 PM (sensory-friendly performance)

732-499-8226 | ucpac.org
arballet.org
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WIDDER 1-YD TD, ROBINSON 14-YD TD RUN, FUMBLE RECOVERY; MARTIN 32-YD TD RECEPTION

Raider Gridders Win Fourth; Nip Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Since 2014 the previous Scotch
Plains-Fanwood football team
had not won a regular-season
game. The only games that were
won during that drought were
consolations. However the “New

Ballyhoo

Raiders” managed to hold off
the Plainfield Cardinals, 21-20,
at Hub Stine Field in Plainfield on
October 26 to earn their fourth
win and even their record at 4-4.
“It’s just great! You are part of
the change turning the culture
around and being the team that
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

To Advertise Your Business in this Online-Only section,
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

gets it done. It gives you a real
confidence boost and helps you
win game,” junior lineman Kenny
Yeager said.
“I love winning. No matter what
the score is this program has
changed at an insane rate. I
think it’s all coach [Austin]
Holman, who is bringing the energy, giving it to us and we are
just doing it on the field,” junior
quarterback Hayden Widder said.

l'ennemi du journaliste

“I think this is the way football
should be played. I have been
with this program last year. It’s
a complete 180 with everyone’s
thoughts on the season and how
we approach every game. When
we win games, it makes football
more fun,” junior linebacker Jack
Manville added.
“They are an excellent coached
team. They got a Hall of Famer in
coach Perotti. They got a lot of
jewelry over there and do a good
job,” Raider Head Coach Austin
Holman said of Plainfield. “But

our kids are getting coached
pretty well right now too. My
assistants have done an awesome job. They made some great
adjustments. We came out firing and the kids finished and
they played hard.”
Widder, who carried five times
for 11 yards, including a oneyard touchdown run, completed
eight of 13 passes for 70 yards,
which included a 32-yard screen
pass to junior Shawn Martin,
who took it to the end zone.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Martin also carried 20 times for 70
yards. Sophomore running back Anthony Robinson gobbled up 57 yards,
including a 14-yard touchdown run, on

seven carries. Senior quarterback Jake
Hahn threw a 36-yard strike to junior
wide receiver Christian Piesch.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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When was the last time you
had your hearing checked?
Hearing loss affects 37 million Americans – expected to grow to
80 million in the next 10 years – and ranks as the 3rd most common
medical condition in America. Hearing loss can be detrimental to
everyday communication and your social life.

Have your hearing tested today.




Call for your appointment!
We
Westfield
Hearing Aid Center
940 South Ave W.


Westfield, NJ 07090
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Erich H. Golden, NJ Lic#727
E

Hearing instruments help many people hear better, but individual results may vary. Hearing Instruments help many people hear better,but cannot solve every hearing
problem or restore normal hearing. © 2010 Siemens Hearing Instruments, Inc. All rights reserved XX/XX. SHI/12509-11
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The Raider defense was also keeping
the Cardinals in check, especially early in
the game. Sophomore safety Matt Power
recorded seven tackles. Senior lineman
Nick John and Yeager (1 sack) each recorded five tackles. Sophomore linebacker

Isaiah Nathaniel recorded five tackles
and Robinson recovered a fumble.
After a squib kick bounced out of bounds,
the Raiders got possession at their own
44 then proceeded to march 56 yards to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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pay dirt on 12 running plays
when Widder slipped in from the
one with 6:46 left in the first
quarter. Akin Akinwunmi kicked
the point after for a 7-0 lead.

New Jersey

Ballyhoo

Early in the second quarter
the Raiders doubled their lead to
14-0 using just three plays. On
the second play, Widder limped
to the sideline with an apparent

cramp. In came Hahn at quarterback. He then fooled them all
with a slick pass to a wide open
Piesch, who barreled to the 14
before he was taken down. With

Sports, Humor and Commentary

great blocking from the offen“Not many times you get to
sive line, Robinson did the rest throw one of them and Jake
with a 14-yard touchdown sprint Hahn threw a great pass. It was
with 10:15 on the clock.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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awesome for him. We have been
practicing that play for about
four weeks and we were just
waiting for the right moment to
do it. We saw the time to do it

and it worked out great,” Coach
Holman expressed.
“Before the game coach told
us that once we get past the 50yard line, it was supposed to be

Ballyhoo

on the first drive, but we were
just pounding the ball down their
throat, so on the second drive he
told me ‘go down, go down’. I
went down, acted like I had a

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

cramp in my calf. It was so the son. I thought it was a great
other team didn’t seem suspi- play,” Widder revealed.
cious that the backup quarterAs to Piesch’s role in the trickback was coming in for no rea- ery, Coach Holman said with a
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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chuckle, “Those are always the
hardest ones to catch. Christian
has been playing great for a kid
who hasn’t played football since
middle school. He’s done an

awesome job on both sides of
the ball. He’s a team player.”
The Cardinals answered on their
next series, which included a leaping grab good for 35 yards by

Ballyhoo

Jymirr Harvey and was concluded
by a one-yard touchdown plunge
with 7:18 left in the half. The
two-point conversion attempt
failed.

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

However the Raiders upped
“Liam [Mahr] came in, put his
their lead to 21-6 with 3:12 on hand up. It went right over his
the clock when Widder performed hand. Kenny pulled out, hit the
a perfect screen pass to Martin,
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
who sprinted into the end zone.
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corner and Shawn was gone,”
Widder described.
“The screen pass play was
outstanding. It might have been
a five-yard pass but it was executed perfectly from up front
with Kenny Yeager kicking out
the corner, from Christian
[Piesch] making an outstanding
crack block on their inside linebacker that really opened up
everything. That won us the
game right there. Shawn was
the player of the week and everybody is proud of him but everybody is working for each
other. That’s what it’s all about,”
Coach Holman emphasized.
Just before the half the Cardinals narrowed the score to 2112 on a five-yard run.
Both defenses ruled the second half with Robinson recovering a fumble and Widder being
intercepted. But late in the fourth

quarter with 1:51 remaining the
Cardinals scored on an uncanny
10-yard touchdown grab by
Harvey. The two-point conversion was good but when the

Raiders got the ball they stuck to
the ground and ran out the clock.
“I got to give credit to our Dline, especially Kenny [Yeager]
because in the first quarter they

were dominating, getting a really good push but then they
[Plainfield] started double teaming him and started doing outside runs and passes. If one part
of our defense slacks, another
part picks up. That’s the way we
work,” Manville explained.
The Raiders will host 4-4
Colonia this Saturday, November 2, at 2 p.m.
“I think this week at practice
there’s going to be a lot of good
energy, everyone working their
butt off, working towards the
goal to get above .500. I think
this week, we are really going to
grind it out and show Colonia
what we can do,” Yeager said.
“We actually finished the
regular season undefeated
away. All of our fans hear about
us but we really got to show
them who the Raiders are now,”
Manville said.

“This week is going to be an
intense week because everyone
wants to be above .500 even
though the past years we haven’t
even come close to it. We are
really thriving to make the playoffs and if we win this game, we
have a big chance to make the
playoffs,” Widder added.
No matter what happens the
Raiders will return nearly their
entire starting lineup next year.
“I think it’s going to be a fun time
next year with everyone coming
back and the whole team being
seniors, having the bond that we
have. We are a family here. I
think next year games will be
not as close,” Yeager predicted.
Sc Pl-Fanwood
Plainfield
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Letters to the Editor
Restore Westfield, Vote Republican

My wife and I retired to
Lavallette after living in Westfield
for 31 years....Our kids were
raised and educated there. We
enjoyed our time there under the
very successful reign of Bagger,
Bud Boothe, Ron Freigero, Allen
Chin, and Andy Skibitsky.
When I was recently in town
for a family visit, I attended a
town board meeting, felt tensions and saw too many disagreements that never existed
before 2018. In earlier days the
town had a balanced budget and

the surplus was never dipped
into; but from what I read in The
Leader, the New Town Fathers/
Mothers have learned from their
“Elizabeth partners” how to fool
the public when they brag about
a “balanced budget.” But what
will they do when the surplus is
gone ?
Please, I appeal to the old and
new voters “Vote Republican” and
restore the town to its real traditions.
Francis Quinn
Lavallette

My Garwood BOE Vote Is For Mrs. Kjetsaa

Mary Ann Kjetsaa is running
for the Garwood Board of Education and I would like to tell you
why she has my vote. While I
have known Mary Ann for many
years, I first came to know her as
a teacher who ran a program in
which my high school daughter
was involved. Her caring and
dedication for educating these
high schoolers was apparent.
Mary Ann’s experience as an educator included working with children in various programs from
PreK through High School. Mary
Ann knows and cares about children and can understand issues
through the eyes of an experienced teacher.
Later in her career she became
a school administrator and served

in that capacity for many years.
As an experienced school administrator she is very qualified to
understand what it takes to run
an excellent and safe school for
our students, families, and community.
I have a grandson who is presently in kindergarten in Lincoln
School. I want the very best education for him and all the children
in Garwood. That is why I am
voting Column 5 on November 5
for Mary Ann Kjetsaa who has the
experience, ability, and dedication to be an outstanding member of the Board of Education.
Mary Beth Minson
Garwood
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Vote for the Current Cranford BOE
I am writing to support the
current members of the Cranford
School Board (Patrick Lynch,
Brian McCarthy, and Nicole
Kessler) who are up for re-election on November 5th. As a
Cranford parent and educator, I
consider our community lucky to
have a school board that is advocating for creative and forwardlooking programs to continue
building Cranford’s strong educational programs and to address some of the challenges we
face.
One such challenge is that we
do not offer full-day kindergarten. The Common Core curriculum is challenging to cover within

a half-day program. When my
youngest child was in half-day
kindergarten last year, he only
had art once every two weeks
and no recess because the
teacher had to meet Common
Core requirements in only a
couple of hours each day. I appreciate our school board’s proactive approach to this issue,
even though my kids won’t personally benefit from it, because I
have seen what a struggle it is for
young children to enjoy school
while meeting rigorous Common
Core expectations. I also appreciate that the board has considered residents’ concerns about
some of their proposed school

changes and is engaged in an
active discussion with stakeholders about the best proposal to
put forward to voters.
Replacing these thoughtful,
creative, and engaged school
board members would be a major loss to our students, teachers
and community. We need a board
that supports the great work that
is happening in our schools and is
also willing to consider improvements to the status quo. I hope
Cranford will re-elect the current
members of the board so they
can continue their hard work for
the community.
Rachel Carey, Cranford

Support Nicole Sherrin Kessler For Cranford BOE

Over the past year, you have
likely heard about the many ideas
and proposals to reimagine our
Cranford schools. Whether you
were feeling concerned about the
prospect of change or excited about
new opportunities for our kids, you
recognized that our Cranford Board
of Education is progressively moving the district forward, with the
kind of innovative learning environments and programs that our
kids need for future success. At the
forefront of these initiatives, chairing the board’s Curriculum Committee, is Nicole Sherrin Kessler.
As a Cranford resident, mom of
two Cranford students, and New
Jersey public school principal, I
firmly believe that Nicole is the
perfect person to serve our board.
She is a career educator, who
knows first-hand about current
trends in teaching and learning,
how our kids are being evaluated,
and the skills they will need to be
prepared for success in college,

careers, and beyond. Nicole has
served as a teacher and vice-principal, earning Teacher-of-the-Year
honors while working for Teach for
America. She was principal of Madison Junior School, where her students achieved 97th percentile for
growth in math and 71st percentile
for growth in language arts in a
very competitive peer group. As a
principal, Nicole advocated cutting
edge educational practices, and
now, as head of school for KIPP
New Jersey, she guides principals
and administrators towards higher
achievement in their schools.
During her time on the board,
Nicole has led the Curriculum
Committee, taking a critical look
at the resources that are driving
our kids’ classroom experiences.
As a proven successful school
leader, Nicole brings a unique
perspective and depth of knowledge that is vital to our board
and to decisions impacting kids
in Cranford’s schools. Nicole’s

experience as a teacher and principal helps her to truly connect
with our district’s teachers and
school leaders, as she works to
support their efforts to effectively use data, modernize learning spaces, integrate cuttingedge technology, and support
students with social emotional
and personalized learning. This
is the progressive, knowledgeable, child-centered approach
that our district needs!
Overall, Nicole really knows
quality teaching and learning,
and she has dedicated her career
to creating educational environments that make learning fun,
meaningful, and impactful for
kids. It is crucial that we keep
Nicole on the Cranford Board of
Education, so she can continue
to offer her expertise for the
benefit of all of our kids.
I hope you will join me in supporting Nicole Sherrin Kessler
once again, when you vote on
November 5th!

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union

TOP GUN...Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman Alexander
Mirabella, second from left, and Freeholder Sergio Granados,
leftt, joined Sheriff Pete Corvelli, right, in congratulating the
winners of the Sheriff's Office ninth annual pistol competition
at the sheriff’s range in Springfield. Sherriff’s Officer Richard
Brattole won first place,Sgt. Sean Dougherty of the Union
County Police Department took second place and Lt. Carlo
Caparruva of the Sheriff’s Office took third place

Christine McCoid
Cranford
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Letters to
the Editor
Vote Justin Fahey for
Westfield BOE

As a Westfield resident, father
of a current student, and someone who has known Justin Fahey
for the last few years, I proudly
support his election to the
Westfield Board of Education.
Today, kids and parents are faced
with scary realities in regards to
school safety and security. The
incident at Tamaques earlier this
year showed us that. I, perhaps
like many parents, felt powerless. Voting for a candidate who
avidly puts safety as one of his
highest priorities is one way I can
do something.
Justin’s experience as
Jefferson’s PTO vice-president,
chair of several school
fundraisers as well as Jefferson’s
first community service day combined with his passion of school
safety, the importance of drug
education to help keep our kids
drug-free, and the well-being of
all children in Westfield schools
is why he’s getting my vote on
Nov. 5th.
Tom Reichart
Westfield

online Extra

New Jersey
The Westfield Leader/Times

Mayor Shelley Brindle Comments From Oct. 29th Counncil Meeting
Good evening, and thanks to
everyone for coming out tonight.
I have a few brief updates before
we get to the business at hand.
UNION COUNTY GRANTS
Let’s start by talking about
grants we’ve received! We got
some great news last week from
Union County, as we were
awarded three grants for projects
expected to be completed in
2020: $5,000 from the Greening
Union County Grant program to
assist in a planting at Memorial
Park; $30,000 to assist in the
replacement of the Sycamore
Park playground equipment;
$22,4000 to assist in a wetlands
delineation study for a portion of
Tamaques Park;
MURAL UNDERWAY
I hope you’ve had a chance to
see the exciting progress on the
mural under the NJ Transit underpass near the South Avenue
circle. We are thrilled to see this
transformative public art project
come to life through the amazing
work of local artist and business
owner Ricardo Roig.
Thanks to the generous donations of The Presbyterian Church,
James Ward of The James Ward
Mansion, and an anonymous donor – in addition to online resident donations and grants from
the Main Street NJ and Union

County HEART programs – this
exciting project is off and running!
This mural project is only the
beginning of a broader strategy
for bringing public art in our town,
with the formation of a Public
Arts Commission to establish a
town-wide public arts vision, in
addition to managing contributions and funding.
THE WESTFIELD RINK
It’s hard to believe that winter is
almost here. As you’ve probably
seen, work has been underway to
get the Westfield Rink ready for
another fabulous season. Opening day is this Friday, November 1,
and we’ll have the full schedule up
on our website shortly.
I’m proud to report that the
town has been chosen as a winner of the 2019 Innovation in
Governance Award for the
Westfield Rink. Sponsored by the
New Jersey State League of Municipalities, the award highlights
successful innovative efforts by
a municipality or by partnerships
including a municipality. This
award recognizes the Westfield
Rink as an example of a public/
private partnership converting an
underutilized town asset into one
with community benefit, paid for
by a private operator.
Once again, a Westfield Rink
Advisory Committee has been

formed that will serve as an important body to keep the lines of
communication open between
residents, the towns of Westfield
and Garwood, and the rink’s operator to address any issues as
they arise. As we reported earlier this year, many new measures are being implemented to
address aesthetics and noise
concerns. I’m optimistic that we’ll
have a great season for hockey
teams, recreational skaters, and
other specialized programs that
will benefit the entire community, while also striving to be
good neighbors. Please come out
and support the rink.
RECENT EVENTS
Thank you to Lifelong Westfield
for hosting last week’s safe walking presentation for seniors in
Mindowaskin Park with our Police
Department. We had more than
30 seniors in attendance, all of
whom were provided a free walking safety vest. If any senior is
interested in receiving one, they
are available free of charge in the
Police Department.
Did you make it to “Coffee with
a Cop” at Starbucks earlier this
month? What a great event! Chief
Battiloro and his officers really
took “service” to the next level
as they put on barista aprons and
prepared coffee for everyone.

Doug Stokes: The Quiet Voice of Westfield
As we round the final weeks for
the next election, we are all focused on Halloween, apple picking, pumpkin patches and preparing for the holidays. However, the election has entered
our mail, social media accounts
and littered the town with various bling. Candidates has spent
a lot of money just trying to get
two seconds of our attention as
you ponder the right candidate.
I have had the honor of knowing Doug Stokes for over 13 years.
When he first decided to run for
town council in 2015, I was not
surprised by his decision because
he believes in giving back to the

community. He has raised four
children in our town, whom he
has taught the same thing as
they all contributed spiritually
and socially. I’ve learned more
about Doug in the short time he
has served as the 4th Ward councilman that I had in all of the
previous years. Over his term as
councilman, I discovered that
Doug took his responsibility very
seriously by spending painstaking time and effort to help the
Town of Westfield. Taking this
volunteer opportunity with a serious, yet humble approach has
served the town very well, but
nobody knows everything he has

done for this town. He has taken
a stand against the popular vote
because he truly believes it is the
best direction for the town. I
have see Doug’s contributions
first hand, but since he is not a
self promoter most people do
not know how this “quiet giant”
has enhanced our community.
To name a few of his accomplishments: he has paved more roads
since being elected, worked hard
to keep affordable housing in
check and has continued to lobby
to support local businesses in
town. He keeps his nose to the
grindstone and makes things
happen regardless of praise, ac-

colades or recognition. I can
confidently say, when you go to
fight for something, Doug is the
one person you want on your team.
His nonpartisan approach has quietly served us well and gave an
independent voice to Town Council.
As we continue to decide who
we want fighting for our town
that will serve the best interest
of the people, there is no other
person to vote for on November
5th. Keep your voice alive and
cast your vote for Doug Stokes
for 4th Ward Councilman!
Steve Silverman
Westfield

These community events provide a great opportunity for residents to meet with police officers, ask questions, and get to
know the men and women who
are so dedicated to protecting us
every day. Thank you, Chief, for
another great event.
ADDAMSFEST
I hope you’ll all join me in extending a huge thank you and
congratulations to Councilwoman
Mackey for another successful
AddamsFest! Even bigger and
better this year, there really was
something for everyone over the
last few weeks. I hope you all had
the chance to come out and enjoy
it – from the gorgeous Wicked
Windows downtown and Haunt
Your House entries throughout
Westfield, to the fabulous ale garden, art exhibit, movies at the
Rialto, lecture series, masquerade ball, and last-minute indoor
relocation of the trunk or treat.
I know that Dawn is in the
process of extending her thanks
to the many people who made
this possible, but let me just say
a quick thank you to our sponsors, numerous volunteers, and
town employees who took last
year’s inaugural event to the next
level. Our DPW, Fire and Police
Departments really outdid themselves, which I heard repeatedly
from attendees. The entire spirit
of AddamsFest is to embrace a
unique part of Westfield’s history
and make it about community
and inclusivity – and it has clearly
grown very quickly into something very special for our town.
BEST DOWNTOWN
And speaking of that, Westfield
has been selected as one of the
top 5 New Jersey downtowns by
nj.com. I will be giving a tour of
our downtown to a reporter from
The Star-Ledger tomorrow. So if
you haven’t voted already, please
do! And you can vote once a
day...so let’s do this!
MASTER PLAN & PARKS PLAN
As I mentioned last time, we are
CONTINUED ON PAGE C-3
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Rich Bodmer for Westfield Town Council, Ward 2
I have been a long-time resident of Union County, grew up in
Cranford but now live a little
west. I have been a fan of the
great Town of Westfield for all
my life. The people, the downtown area, the first class athletic
and scholastic programs, as well
as the overall beauty of the
townhave always been a beacon
of light and hope in Union County.
Today we seem to find ourselves
in a politically charged environment of attacks, lies, mis-trust
and mis-deeds, no matter your
political affiliation. I would like to
offer a CHARACTER reference for
Mr. Rich Bodmer who is running
for Westfield Town’s Council
inWard 2 this upcoming election.
I am offering this because not
only have I known Mr. Bodmer
for over 20 years, but he is a true
Patriot, serving in our nation’s
Navy, he is deeply concerned
how our veterans are being
treated, and he supports many
Veteran charities in New Jersey,
that help our local heroes. He
stands tall in the fight against

corruption, and his desire to revitalize the downtown area.
I have taken notice of the many
store front vacancies in this most
wonderful town, and have asked
the question as to “WHY?” What
is happening with Westfield that
they can no longer attract, support and maintain small businesses? I have spoken to Mr.
Bodmer about this, and I truly
feel that with his hard work, dedication to excellence, and commitment to the people of
Westfield, he will work hand in
hand with many of the anchor
tenants in the area to create a
thriving downtown area. Rich has
been a long time Westfield resident, and we often recall days
and nights spent at the Rialto,
the local movie theater currently
standing vacant.
Recently, when I reached out
to Mr. Bodmer for help with some
local veterans, he answered the
call. He draws on his Pro-Football
network, his NASCAR Team, and
many other local Patriots to pitch
in. With our VA and the help of

concerned citizens, we can win
the battle against PTSD, veteran
unemployment, suicide and we
can collectively combat the effects of mental health issues that
our vets face. I trust in the integrity and leadership of Mr. Bodmer
to not only to continue to aid our
nations heroes, but also to act
and restore Downtown Westfield
to the glory of old and make it a
true revival story.
In short, whatever your political party affiliation, I ask you to
look at the person and what they
will do for your community. I
stand behind Mr. Bodmer for his
values, his commitment to the
people of Westfield, his integrity, and his ability to overcome
odds placed against him. He is a
fighter, and he’ll fight for us all.
God Bless America.
Robert Vicci
LTC (Ret) the CEO of VetREST,
a West Point Graduate, an Operation Iraqi Freedom Veteran
and past NJ Army National Guard
Blackhawk Battalion Commander
(The Vandals)

Brindle
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

closing in on the end of our yearlong Master Plan Re-Examination
and Strategic Parks Plan after a
community input-driven process.
Please join us on December 2 at
the planning board meeting where
the final proposed plan will be
presented and adopted. In addition, the Parks Plan Steering Committee is meeting tomorrow with
final recommendations expected
by year-end as well. It’s a very
exciting time as we look to map
out the future of Westfield.
HAPPY HALLOWEEN
Jennifer Glackin for The Westfield Leader
I know the forecast looks rainy,
CANDIDATES FORUM...Candidates for the Westfield Board of Educa- but that won’t stop the kids from
tion discuss topics at the October 23 forum. Topics included student trick-or-treating. All drivers and
safety, full-day kindergarten, and athletic fields. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Incumbents Amy Root and Brendan Galligan, challeng- pedestrians should exercise exers Patrick Justin Fahey and Andrew Bauer, and moderator Lisa tra caution to ensure everyone’s
Winkler. Incumbent Michael Bielen did not participate due to a safety on this very busy night.
Thank you!
death in the family.
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Hartz Mtn. Sues Cranford
Over 750 Walnut Ruling
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Hartz Mountain
Industries, Inc., LLC, has legally
rejected the Cranford Planning
Board’s ruling to deny the rezoning of 750 Walnut Avenue by
filing a lawsuit against the Township of Cranford, the Township
Committee and the Planning
Board, stated Mayor Patrick Giblin
at Tuesday’s township committee meeting. The lawsuit rejects
the planning board’s “validity to
deny the rezoning application for
750 Walnut,” stated Mayor Giblin.
“As a member of the planning
board and the township committee, I stand by the decisions of
both entities,” Mayor Giblin said.
The planning board had rejected the application to rezone
the commercial-and industrialzoned property to residential, and
the township committee upheld
the board’s decision. Hartz Mountain had proposed an apartment
complex with 905-apartments on
a some 30-acre parcel of land at
750 Walnut Avenue.
Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the
mayor announced that PSE&G has
yet to determine a suitable route
for the electric system upgrade
power lines from 26 to 69 kV,
noting that a decision should be
rendered in several weeks. He
said PSE&G is in the final stages of
conducting a technical analysis to
determine the power lines route.
Cranford residents protested the
power lines running along Walnut
Avenue while opting for the lines
to run along the railroad tracks,
stated Mayor Giblin. The utility, he
said, is in discussion with Conrail
(which oversees the railroad
tracks), and analyzing the project’s
feasibility depending on Conrail’s
current and future operational
needs.Mayor Giblin said the upgrades would replace a 50-yearold electrical network.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
presented William Ilaria with the

evening’s “mayor announcement,”
recognizing Mr. Ilaria’s years of
service to the Cranford Municipal
Alliance. The Cranford Municipal
Alliance is a community organization providing families with educational resources aimed at preventing teenage substance abuse.
Mr. Ilaria has served as the Cranford Municipal Alliance chairman
for more than 10 years, stated
Commissioner O’Connor. Under his
leadership, the Municipal Alliance
is one “of the most respected” in
Union County, she stated.
As Municipal Alliance chairman,
Mr. Illaria implemented the “21
means 21” initiative, with its signs
having become a “recognized
staple in the community,” Commissioner O’Connor said. Mr.
Ilaria’s community network involved committee members,
business owners and numerous
other community leaders, stated
Commissioner O’Connor.
Mr. Ilaria has lived in Cranford
for more than 50 years, raising
two children on Sylvester Street.
Department of Public Works
(DPW) Superintendent Steve
Wardell has officially retired as per
a final resolution approval by the
township committee. Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr. said
Mr. Wardell has been a “behindthe-scenes person who keeps the
Township of Cranford running.”
“You name it, our Department
of Public Works does it. Under
Steve’s leadership, they have
done one heck of a job,” Commissioner Hannen said.
Commissioner Hannen said Mr.
Wardell’s presence in Cranford
will be “irreplaceable.” Mr.
Wardell started working in the
Cranford Engineering Department before being promoted to
DPW superintendent.
Commissioner Ann Dooley said
Cranford’s DPW will remain
“strong” under new leadership.
However, she said Cranford might
not ever find a “better employee.”
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Withdrawing Troops From Syria
The House of Representatives
voted 354 to 60 to condemn
President Trump’s decision to
withdraw American forces from
northeastern Syria because, it
was argued, his decision cleared
the way for Turkey to launch an
offensive against the Syrian
Kurds who are allied with us. The
question remains, however,
whether Turkey with 322,000
active military personnel, 3,200
combat 3,200 tanks, and 1.067
aircraft (Global Firepower) was
going to launch an offensive anyway, putting American forces in
extreme peril!
An unprecedented vote because the President is the Commander-in-Chief and not the
House of Representatives! The
House in its resolution called upon
Turkey to stop its offensive and
called for continued American
backing for the Kurds. But the
President as the chief diplomat
and not the House of Representatives makes foreign policy!
(Professor Louis W. Koenig, “The
Chief Executive.”)
(Oddly, the House of Representatives did not pass a resolution to condemn President Obama
for not taking any military action
to block the Russian take over of
Crimea!) What would the House

of Representatives want the
United States to do in these border and territorial disputes? British and Spanish claims to
Gibraltar; Indian and Pakistani
claims to Jammu and Kashmir;
Indian and Chinese border disputes; Territorial disputes over
the South China Sea; SomaliKenyan border conflict; Moroccan and Polisario Front dispute
over Western Sahara (formerly
Spanish Sahara).
Border and territorial disputes
have a long bloody history! Many
border and territorial disputes
result from colonial powers paying no attention to the wishes
and interests of the indigenous
peoples! At the Congress of Berlin, 1884-1885, for example, in
“The Scramble for Africa,” Belgium, Britain, France, Germany,
Italy, Portugal, and Spain sliced
up Africa among themselves as if
it were a loaf of bread.
The present-day dispute between Turkey and the Kurds over
the establishment of a sovereign
Kurdish state began in the dying
days of the Ottoman Empire one
of the Central Powers that the
Allies had defeated in the First
World War. The Treaty of Sevres
(1920) partitioned the non-Turkish territories of the remaining

Ottoman Empire among Armenia, Britain, France, Greece, and
Italy. Article 64 gave the Kurds
the right to proclaim independence from Turkey! Turkish nationalists bitterly opposed this
severe treaty! The Allies and
Turkey then came up with the
Treaty of Lausanne (1924). Turkey renounced its territorial
claims to the Ottoman Empire in
return for allied recognition of
the present-day borders of Turkey but no provision was made
for a Kurdish state to be carved
out of Turkey.
This despite Point Twelve of
President Wilson’s Fourteen
Points calling for “an absolutely
unmolested opportunity of autonomous development for “the
nationalists under Turkish rule,”
including the Kurds! The large
Kurdish population in the now
defunct Ottoman Empire was partitioned among Turkey, the
French mandate of Syria, the
British mandate of Iraq, and Persia (now Iran)! Nor did the League
of Nations pay any attention to
Kurdish nationalism!
How can we solve the paramilitary separatist Kurdish Workers
Party (PKK) with its MaristLeninist roots that since its founding in 1974 has bloodily de-

manded
an
independent
Kurdistan that would include
southeastern Turkey and parts
of Northern Iraq and Northern
Syria and that seeks the overthrow of the Turkish government?
The United States has designated
the PKK a “foreign terrorist organization.”
President Bush, May 30, 2008,
named the PKK as a significant
foreign narcotic trafficker under
the Foreign Narcotics Kingpin
Designation Act. The United
States Department of the
Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control, February 1,2012,
“Drug trafficking is one of the
PKK’s most lucrative criminal
activities and it uses its illicit
proceeds to obtain weapons and
materials.”
How can we salve Turkey with
a nearly 20 percent (12,000,000)
Kurdish population that fears
Kurdish nationalism will lead to
the establishment of a sovereign
Kurdish state carved out of Turkey? Turkey is very concerned
about the presence of PKK-related forces on its Syrian border.
Turkey has never forgotten the
1927 Kurdish rebellion that established the autonomous Republic of Arafat the Turkey Army
would destroy in 1930.

Are we to police the world while
our Western Allies stand by? No
small reason that our defense
budget is bigger by far than those
of the U.K., France, Germany,
Italy, Japan, and South Korea!
The United States has 13,398
aircraft, 6,287 combat tanks, 415
naval assets, including 24 aircraft carriers and 68 submarines!
The U.K., 811 aircraft, 331 combat tanks, 76 naval assets, including 1 aircraft carrier and 10
submarines. France, 1,248 aircraft 406 combat tanks, 118 total naval assets, including four
aircraft carriers and 10 submarines! Germany, 613 aircraft, 900
combat tanks, 81l naval assets,
including 0 aircraft carriers and
six submarines. (Global Firepower) Are any of them prepared to intervene in the conflict
between Turkey and the Kurds?
In a complex world there are
no easy solutions! And so we
must weigh very, very carefully
the role that the United States of
America should play on the world
stage! An excellent place to begin is President Washington’s
Farewell Address concerning foreign policy!
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Not Happy With The Spin?

Subscribe for balanced coverage
of local news that matters to you!
www.goleader.com/form/subscribe
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AddamsFest is arguably the
marquee event for Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC),
one of many events that are
intended to promote the town
and bring us all together. It is
remarkable to see all the brands
of our local merchants, sponsors, and public/private personalities coordinate to bring events
like AddamsFest to life. Planning
these events attracts risk because all the reputations of our
stakeholders, including the brand
reputation of Westfield, NJ, are
comingled and often listed together as the event is promoted.
When brands and reputations are
shared, appearing on lists together, one could easily argue
that the actions and words of one
are shared by all. It always feels
great to participate in a successful event, where all stakeholders
receive their contributed share
of benefit, and the community
shares in an opportunity to connect. This year’s AddamsFest
was consistent with those feelings.

Congratulations and great job, Dawn Mackey. Boo!

My hope is local merchants,
property owners, and citizens
share similar feelings to those I
have and see value in the connections AddamsFest makes
available to stakeholders of the
Westfield brand. Not everyone
has opportunity to be friendly
with Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey, therefore you’ll need to
believe me when I claim her hard
work on AddamsFest through the
DWC was evident, matched by
none, and that all of the accolades, social capital, and congratulations Dawn will receive
over these next few days is well
earned.
As Chairwoman of
AddamsFest, town council designee, and liaison between DWC
and Town of Westfield, people in
Westfield are already familiar with
Councilwoman Mackey’s leadership for bringing AddamsFest to
Westfield on behalf of reputations and stakeholders committed to our downtown.
Reputations and stakeholders
will be especially interested in
Councilwoman Mackey’s leader-

ship after a recent social media
post from @westfieldtoday, the
Twitter account used and controlled by the DWC, in response
to a tweet from @JonBramnick,
the twitter account used and controlled by New Jersey Assemblyman Jon Bramnick. This DWC
tweet was aggressive, political,
and antagonizing. Additionally,
this use of social media does not
reflect a “commitment to
strengthening the downtown
Special Improvement District as
the center of community life;
improving the District's economic
viability by supporting existing
businesses; encouraging the establishment of new enterprises;
…”
With all brands of our local
merchants, sponsors, and public/private personalities at risk,
in addition to the brand of
Westfield NJ, people are disappointed in the partisan attack
coming from the public/private
entity formed to strengthen the
community life of our town. Further, Westfield does not need Liz
Mullholland’s social media explanation on behalf of the DWC,
“please be advised the authorities have been notified about the
fake DWC post being shared,” to
determine the partisan individual
curating the DWC twitter account
made an error, and likely meant
to attack the Assemblyman from
behind her/his own twitter avatar.
With this matter, Liz
Mullholland is irrelevant, and
people are now asking why she
responding on behalf of the DWC
at all. Liz Mullholland is an unelected participant in the public
domain who has made her social
capital directing the attention of
Mayor Brindle’s 20/20 dragon. I
am pretty sure the brands of our
local merchants, sponsors, and
public/private personalities don’t
want their own social capital asKen Zierler for The Westfield Leader and The Times
YOU RANG?…For dinner this Halloween, Sal and Darleen Caruana sociated with or feeding the 20/
get into the spirit of Halloween at their home on Dudley Avenue in 20 dragon. Liz Mullholland using
Westfield, where they set the table with a skeleton as the main her own social media to respond
course and eye balls for the side dish. On the porch, they have on behalf of the DWC is confusing
recreated the Addams Family by cartoonist Charles Addams.
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to many people. People are also
interested in knowing who “the
authorities” are that
Liz Mullholland is referring to in
her post. Is there are formal
investigation?
It all seems so silly in the absence of full transparency. Knowing Councilwoman Mackey well
enough, you will need to believe
me that transparency will prevail. I am sure that Councilwoman Mackey will encourage
the person responsible for this
unfortunate error to identify
themselves, publicly apologize
to Assemblyman Bramnick from
their own twitter account, and
turn the DWC twitter account
over to someone that will better
care for the reputations and
stakeholders the DWC is committed to serving. Lastly, most
people can be assured that Councilwoman Mackey will immediately redirect the attention and
focus of the DWC to solving the
issue of empty street level storefronts in the Westfield downtown
by helping Mayor Brindle’s administration with implementing
the recommendations that were

made by the previous mayor’s
Downtown Task Force, and rerecommended by the current
mayor’s consultants.
Filled with merchants (or not),
the characters of Addams Family
painted on the windows of street
level stores are as fun as any
local gallery or museum I have
been to in some time. The ghosts
on our streetlights left me with a
spooky feeling that I might be
BOOed at any moment. Objectively, most stakeholders do not
want this mini-scandal to take
away from the terrific week
Westfield has had as the beneficiary of AddamsFest. The success of this festival is a victory for
our town. I do hope DWC can
bring this festival to Westfield NJ
for a very long time. I also hope
that Dawn Mackey can stay involved with this event beyond
her elected public service, as her
passion for and the results of this
event reflect Dawn’s hard work.
Congratulations and great job,
Dawn. Boo!
Edward T. Stellingwerf
Westfield, NJ

HOT DOG!...Due to rain, the Pugsley’s Trick or Trunk was held in the
Westfield Armory Sunday. This child is thrilled to get his fill of candy.
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My tenure on the Garwood
Board of Ed has been eye opening to say the least. We sometimes forget the Board of Ed is
the business aspect of the school
district. I believe our educators
need to do what they do best,
educate, and not worry about
the behind the scenes dollars
and cents and It is our responsibility to ensure teachers have all
the resources to provide the best
education possible for all of our
student. Over the past 12+ years
I have had at least 2 of my four
kids attending Lincoln School
during any given year and although that alone doesn’t qualify
one for being on the Board of Ed,
my involvement, understanding
and knowledge of how the system works does. Just like every
child, my four are very different
from each other in that they have
been able to take advantage of
all aspects of the curriculum from
the honor roll currently enrolled
at the prestigious Magnet School
to special needs, as a parent, I
have seen first-hand how our
students are driven to succeed
through the eyes of my own.
Safety, and finances are at the
forefront of my priorities. A few
months back I proposed starting
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a safety committee where we
would work with the community,
law enforcement and county officials to ensure we are always a
step ahead of those that have
evil in their heart. We spend so
much time, effort and money
making our schools the last line
of defense, my goal would be to
stop it before it gets to the that
position. Last year during my
first year on finance, we were
able to keep taxes at a ½ percent
increase. I fought to keep taxes
flat but eventually compromised
because it is important to work
as a team. This year I voted no.
I was adamant that we did not
have to raise taxes 1.9%. Nonetheless, my colleagues voted 62 for a 1.9% increase therefore it
is more important than ever to
keep our finance committee intact. BOE taxes are tricky. We
need to spend correctly and we
must react to poor decisions
made by the municipality. We
have been under unfair, constant attacks for the past 3 years
because they don’t seem to understand how finances work. 3
years ago, when our lawyers drew
up a letter explaining our concerns about their approval and
push for 4 apartment buildings

that could cause a significant
increase in BOE costs, especially
with out of district children, the
current council called us “liars”.
It is my responsibility as a board
member to ensure that EVERY
child gets the best education
possible. Because we are a small
school district, we simple don’t
have all the resources to do so
therefore we go to other districts. The budget later came out
showing it to be a fact. This year,
this current council has been telling residents that the BOE voted
to raise taxes 4%. That is NOT
true. Actually, it was the council
the front loaded the BOE taxes so
more appear on the first six
months of your property tax bill.
In addition, the BOE does not
borrow money to create the illusion that taxes are low while
incurring interest like we have
seen with council whose debt has
increased by 60% in the last 3
years. The BOE debt service is
based on the loan taken out for
building the school back in 2004.
Lastly, ensuring that all members of our community have
someone that represents them.
That is our job. A former BOE
member and current Garwood
Democrat chairperson said on

social media, in response to parents fighting to save the job of a
beloved teacher: "I commend
your efforts but they won't make
a difference". I am running again
to tell you that your efforts do
make a difference. Your voices
will be heard and the moment
someone tells you your efforts
don't make a difference is the
moment that person and the
people they stand for should
never get elected again. As the
middle child of Italian immigrants, I am a 47-year-old single
father that has been blessed with
four beautiful children that are
either currently in or went
through the Garwood school system.
I enjoy spending my free time
with my children coaching soccer, football and baseball. Teaching teamwork through coaching
is something I am very passionate about. Being an active soccer
player myself, I show my children the continued importance
of dedication and passion for what
you love is the most important
thing in life. I am a graduate of
Caldwell University and just recently earned my MBA. I am not
afraid to give my opinion and I
am not seeking to be all things to

I am Voting for Mary Ann Kjetsaa for the Garwood BOE
The purpose of this letter is to
explain why I’m voting for Dr.
Mary Ann Kjetsaa during the
Garwood Board of Education
(BOE) election on November 5,
2019. In my opinion, Dr. Kjetsaa
is a positive, hard-working individual who has integrity. She is
a wonderful listener and she is
also a great communicator. As a
Garwood BOE member, she will
take pride in helping every child.
Her passion for education is admirable. I know this firsthand
because I served as a BOE member with Dr. Kjetsaa.
The following are a few reasons why I’m voting for Dr.
Kjetsaa for the Garwood BOE:
1. Expertise and Experience
Matters

Dr. Kjetsaa served in a K-12
education setting for 45 plus
years, serving as both an educator and school administrator.
While teaching, she was named,
“Teacher-of-the-Year” for her
school district and for Union
County. While an administrator,
she was named, “Administrator
of the Year.”
2. Priorities
Children Come First
Dr. Kjetsaa believes that we
need to inspire every child and
engage them in learning opportunities that foster curiosity and
provide experiences, allowing
them to collaborate, problemsolve and innovate.
School Safety
Dr. Kjetsaa realizes “School

Safety” is a priority and how it is
imperative to have an environment in which effective teaching
and learning can take place. She
understands that school safety
supports student learning by creating a physically, emotionally,
socially and academically secure
climate for both students and
school staff.
3. Fiscal Responsibility
Dr. Kjetsaa understands the
role of BOE member from a financial perspective and will adopt
and monitor the finances of our
school district in an effective
manner. She realizes that as a
BOE member she will be serving
as a public official who will need
to be accountable to all stakeholders in our community —prop-

erty owners, residents, our kids
and their families and our school.
As our district continues to go
through challenging and exciting
times, I think we all agree that
we need effective, transparent
and accountable leadership on
our Garwood BOE. In my opinion, expertise and positivity matter, especially when it relates to
our children, our future. This is
why I’m voting for Dr. Mary Ann
Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE on
November 5, 2019 – Column 5.
Tracey Roland
Garwood, Prior BOE Member
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all people nor am I hoping to win
a popularity contest. This has
made me a target but it won’t
stop me for standing up for the
residents and continuing to do
what’s right. The current chairman of the GW Democrat Party
spread rumors that my kids don’t
live in town to try to get them
expelled. Is this who we want to
represent us? The current council continue to spin without solutions. The political atmosphere
and smear tactics have become
a sad commentary on our town
and it is more important than
ever that we move forward with
new council members and a Board
of Ed that that has the experience to provide better transparency and represent all residents
of Garwood to ensure our tax
dollars are spent the right way so
we keep the best teachers and
they are equipped with the resources so our children can continue to receive the best education possible. On November 5th,
I look forward to your support
and continuing to fight for all
residents of Garwood.
Sal Piarulli
Garwood BOE
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