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 Lisa M. Black, LLC
53 Cardinal Drive, 3rd Floor, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

www.lblacklaw.com
Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,
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Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong. 

Sometimes it’s letting go.

Westfield • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work, 

our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the 

complex process of divorce.

Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs 

Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation

James McGlew II, Esq. 

908.233.6800

LYNSKY NAILS GAME WINNER IN OT; BLAZEK NETS GOAL

Cougars Nip Oratory in OT, 2-1,
On Boys Soccer ‘Senior Night’

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The seniors on the Cranford High
School boys soccer team saved their
very best for last during a stunning 2-
1, double overtime victory over Ora-
tory Prep (9-8-1) on October 23 at
Memorial Field in Cranford. With
clock ticking down under 10 seconds
to play, Kyle Lynskey deposited the
game-winning goal into the back of
the net as time expired in the second
overtime period sending the Cougars
into a wild celebration on Senior
Night.

“I saw Connor (Blazek) on the wing
with the ball and we’ve been working

on these midfield runs the whole sea-
son,” said Lynskey. “The coaches have
really been working with us and try-
ing to get us to make them. I just went.
Connor and I have been playing to-
gether so long we kind of know where
each other are. I got the ball on my
foot and I knew it had to be finished.”

The highly improbable outcome
was made even more amazing con-
sidering that Oratory Prep had the
ball on the Cranford end of the field
with under a minute to play. The vis-
iting Rams seemed poised to have the
last best shot at breaking the tie but
Cranford got the ball back with sec-
onds remaining and moved the ball
down the field quickly.

The ball made its way from the

right side of the field over to the left
side and found its way onto Lynskey’s
foot with five seconds remaining.
Lynskey knew he had to make a quick
move.

“I was worried about the clock,”
said Lynskey. “I moved around the
defender then I took my one touch
just to control it and the keeper was
already on the other side. I kind of
thought I was putting it way over the
crossbar.”

Lynskey’s shot was true and as the
clock hit zero, Cranford players
erupted into a spontaneous celebra-
tion made all the more sweet given
that it occurred on Senior Night.

“This was huge,” said Cranford
Head Coach Greg Campbell. “Spe-
cial things happen on Senior Night. In
part because of the crowd and in part
because of what it means to the se-
niors in particular. We pretty much
went with an all senior line-up for
most of the game. It’s a night where
they can pick up the intensity level
and the energy level and they’ve got
the crowd and their friends and their
family behind them. I’m just so happy
for these guys. We hope that this last
second win gives us the push that we
need to compete in the state tourna-
ment starting next week.”

Cranford got out of the gates fast
with Blazek scoring in the third minute
of play for a 1-0 Cougar lead.

“Well, the ball was poking around
and I saw it and took it and turned
around and shot at the post and it went
in. It worked,” said Blazek of the
initial goal.

Oratory Prep, a team which battled
hard against Union County Tourna-
ment runner-up Scotch Plains-
Fanwood during a 3-2 loss in the
county quarterfinals, got back into
the game early in the second half on a
header by Nick Jardim in the 43rd
minute. The contest remained knot-
ted at 1-1 throughout regulation and
for 19 plus minutes of overtime be-
fore Lynskey’s last ditch heroics.

Jack Coyne recorded five saves in

goal for the Rams. Andrew Iacovano
had six saves for Cranford.

The victory afforded the Cougars
(4-12-2) a chance to savor a thrilling
home success tacked onto the end of
what has been a disappointing sea-
son. A tie on Senior Night would have
been tough to accept after having led,
and outplayed the opponent for much
of the contest. The players seemed to
know it.

“After this season?” asked Connor
Blazek. “I’d say so, especially after
the kinds of things that have hap-
pened to us this year, yeah, it was a
really special win. We really wanted
to win.”
Oratory 0 1 0 0 1
Cranford 1 0 0 1 2

CHUNG 17 SERVICE POINTS, BERISHA NOTCHES 8 KILLS

Raider Volleyballers Dominate
Lady Cougars in Straight Sets

By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Scotch Plains-Fanwood juniors
Kaelie Chung and Adelina Berisha
dominated play during a straight sets
victory (25-7, 25-23) over Cranford
in a girls varsity volleyball match
played on October 24 at Scotch Plains
High School. Chung and Berisha have
been playing together since grade
school. As eighth graders they quali-
fied for the USA Junior National Vol-
leyball Championship in Minneapo-
lis. The pair offered up a perfect 1-2
punch in this most recent win.

Against Cranford, Chung delivered
17 service points and eight aces over
the course of the two-set victory for
the Raiders.

“I usually focus on trying to target
the other team’s least reliable play-

ers,” said Chung. “I like to see how
they are going to receive the serve to
see if they can return it or if we can get
them in a defensive posture right
away.”

She certainly did that. Chung started
off in serve for the Raiders and helped
her team to an 11-0 advantage in the
first set. The visiting Cougars
struggled to find their footing in the
first set eventually falling behind 22-
3 before succumbing 25-7.

Cranford came out strong in the
second set. The Cougars took the early
lead at 7-4 and held it throughout
much of the set. Time and again
Cranford turned back Raider charges.
When Scotch Plains-Fanwood pulled
to within two at 10-8, the Cougars re-
established a four-point advantage at
13-9. The Raiders rallied to tie the set

four separate times at 13-13, 16-16,
19-19 and 21-21 with Cranford tak-
ing the lead back each time.

“I think we were a little relaxed
maybe because the first set was such
a great set for us,” said Chung. “We
weren’t going for balls. We were hesi-
tating. We weren’t calling out to each
other and the balls were falling be-
tween us. We needed to get our heads
back into the game.”

Serving with a 23-21 lead,
Cranford’s Mary Johnstone offered
up a serve that was wide, allowing the
Raiders to pull within one at 23-22.
Berisha then spiked home another
point for Scotch Plains-Fanwood that
tied the second set for the fifth time at
23-23. This time the Raiders would
finally get over the hump.

Set up perfectly with Chung back in
serve, the Raiders grabbed their first
lead of the second set after another
ace. Down 24-23, Cranford called
time out hoping to stabilize a set that
was about to slip away from them.
When the two teams returned to the
floor, Berisha settled the issue once
and for all. The Raiders’ statuesque
outside hitter led the team with eight
kills, none bigger than the one which
gave Scotch Plains-Fanwood the win
at 25-23.

“My teammates took over the game
with their serves,” said Berisha. “I
was just there to back them up. The
second set was a bit of a struggle for
me. I chinked a few. I missed a few
hits but I did get back in the game after
I focused on my shot. I just wanted to
do the best I could to help my team to
the victory.”

Chung also contributed 18 assists
to the winning effort. Madelyn
Yessman had five kills for the Raid-
ers, while Victoria Solsky chipped in
with nine service points. Cranford
fell to 7-12 on the season. With the
win, the Raiders improved to a healthy
14-7 on the year. It has been a nice
season for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
even if played under the tall shadows
cast by Union county powerhouses
Westfield and Union Catholic, who
once again played for the county
crown Saturday night.

“A win like this definitely boosts our
confidence,” said Berisha. “It is hard
playing against the really good teams
but at the end of the day, playing against
a good team makes you play better.
You want to show them that you are
just as good as they are. A win like this
will definitely help us in the future to
play to our best ability when we see
teams like Westfield and UC again.”

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG PERFORMANCE...The Lady Raider volleyball team defeated the Cranford Cougars in straight sets.

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STRONG PERFORMANCE ON SENIOR NIGHT...The Cranford Cougar seniors relax after defeating the Oratory Prep
Rams, 2-1, in overtime on Senior Night at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 23.
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DeMARINO 2-YD TD, KATZ 15-YD TD, KORZENESKI 21-YD TD

North Hunterdon Lions Jolt
Cougars in Football, 34-21

The Cranford High School football
team’s quest to gain a share of the
Mid-State 38 Raritan Division title
dissolved when the North Hunterdon
Lions took an early 20-0 lead and
held on to earn a 34-21 victory in
Annandale on October 25.

The 5-3 Lions entered the show-
down with victories over Immaculata
(20-0), Warren Hills (41-21), Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (33-21) and South
Plainfield (42-12) and losses to
Watchung Hills (27-0), Montgomery
(29-7) and Phillipsburg (28-0). The
4-3 Cougars entered with wins over
Montgomery (31-16), Immaculata
(31-8) and JP Stevens (41-0) and
losses to Somerville (40-7) and
Rahway (46-14).

Quarterback Ryan Rochelle led the
Lions in passing with nine comple-
tions in 20 attempts for 110 yards with
one touchdown and one interception.
The Lions also had 62 additional pass-
ing yards. Running back Jake Taylor

had a pair of rushing touchdowns and
Cole Matthews had a two-yard touch-
down run. Dylan Farino had two re-
ceptions for 51 yards, including a 44-
yard touchdown reception. Nate
Fossett also had a fumble recovery
that he returned 15 yards for a touch-
down.

The Cougars had 318 total yards
with quarterback Connor Katz com-
pleting 15 of 28 passes for 188 yards,
including a touchdown and an inter-
ception. Katz also carried 18 times
for 61 yards, including a 15-yard
touchdown sprint. Running back Den-
nis DeMartino carried nine times for
41 yards, which included a two-yard
plunge, and Marcus Johnson had 28
yards on four carries.

Cougar Tom Korzeneski had seven
receptions for 82 yards, which in-
cluded a 21-yard touchdown grab.
Jake DeClerico had two receptions
for 35 yards and Arjun Petgrave had
two catches for 34 yards. Cole Blazek

had two receptions for 21 yards, Mike
Kalnins had one for nine yards and
Anthony DeCostello had one for seven
yards.

The Lions scored early in the first
quarter on a five-yard run by Taylor
then took a 14-0 lead later in the
quarter on Taylor’s one-yard bash.
Four minutes into the second quarter
Matthews scored on a two-yard run to
make the score 20-0. Finally the Cou-
gars got on the scoreboard when
DeMartino scooted in from the two
and Diar Dautaga kicked the point
after just before the half.

The Cougars made it more inter-
esting, narrowing the score to 20-14,
when Katz found an opening and
sprinted 15 yards for his touchdown
in the third quarter. But Farino’s 44-
yard touchdown early in the fourth
quarter made the score 27-14. Back
came the Katz-to-Korzeneski con-
nection for a 21-yard touchdown and
a 27-21 score. The Cougars’ hopes
were dampened when Fossett
scooped up a Cranford fumble and
returned it for the touchdown to fi-
nalize the scoring.

Defensively, Cougar Nate Caldwell
was involved in 14 tackles. Evan
Kanterman and Nick Librera each
had seven tackles. Jake Chapman (1
throw for a loss - TFL) and Matt
Coates recorded nine tackles. Liam
Loughlin made five tackles, which
included a sack and a TFL. Kevin
Keogh had five tackles and Kalnins
had two, including a TFL. Korzeneski
had an interception.

The Cougars will complete their
regular season with a trip to face the
Summit Hilltoppers this Saturday,
November 2, at 2:30 p.m.

The Westfield High School gym-
nastics team beat the Jonathan Day-
ton Bulldogs and the Union Catholic
Vikings in a tri meet at Westfield on
October 21. The scores were
Westfield, 103.05, Dayton, 97.15, and
Union Catholic, 79.4. Westfield’s
record is now 5-3.

In both meets, Blue Devils Ashley
Amman, Erin Petrie and Chloe Samet
tied for first on vault with a score of
8.7. Blue Devil Ally Pacifico took
first on uneven bars against both teams
with a score of 8.4. Blue Devil Isabella
Cano placed first on balance beam
with a score of 8.9 in both meets as
well. Emma Kessler of Dayton took
first on floor exercise with a score of
9.0 and Blue Devil Ariana Keith took
first on floor against Union Catholic
with a score of 8.7.

WESTFIELD 103.05, DAYTON 97.15
All Around: 1. Emma Kessler (D) 33.8; 2.

Jen Klein (D) 32.75.
VAULT: 1. Ashley Amman (W) 8.7; Erin

Petrie (W) 8.7; Chloe Samet (W) 8.7; 2.
Kessler (D) 8.6; Anna Swartz (W) 8.6;
Casey Heintz (W) 8.6; 3.  Klein (D) 8.4.

BARS: 1. Ally Pacifico (W) 8.4; 2. Ariana
Keith (W) 8.3; Julie Kurtz (W) 8.3; 3.
Kessler (D) 8.0.

BEAM: 1. Isabella Cano (W) 8.9; 2. Megan
Hinkel (W) 8.7; Klein (D) 8.7; 3. Amman
(W) 8.2; Kessler (D) 8.2.

Floor: 1. Kessler (D) 9.0; 2. Keith (W)
8.7; Inoha Bendezu (D) 8.7; 3. Klein (D)
8.65.

WESTFIELD 103.05, UC VIKINGS 79.4
ALL AROUND : 1. Isabella Gray (UC)

32.4; 2. Alana Beardsley (UC) 29.9
VAULT: 1. Amman (W) 8.7; Petrie (W)

8.7; Chloe Samet (W) 8.7; 2. Swartz (W)
8.6; Heintz (W) 8.6; Beardsley (UC) 8.6; 3.
Gray (UC) 8.5.

BARS: 1. Pacifico (W) 8.4; 2. Keith (W)
8.3; Kurtz (W) 8.3; 3. Halle Riordan (W)
7.9.

BEAM: 1. Cano (W) 8.9; 2. Hinkel (W)
8.7; 3. Keith (W) 8.5.

FLOOR: 1. Keith (W) 8.7; 2. Jess D’Agosta
(W) 8.6; 3. Swartz (W) 8.55; Amman (W) 8.55.

Blue Devil Gymnasts Top
Dayton, Union Catholic
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