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“I love the Town of Westfield. 
There’s no place Maria and I would 

rather raise our family.”
Always putting community before politics.
Councilman Mark LoGrippo

PAID FOR BY LOGRIPPO FOR COUNCIL

Dr. Maria LoGrippo:
Thoughts on Leadership

Dear Westfield Neighbors,
As we approach the upcoming

election, I want to share with you my
thoughts on servant leadership and
authenticity, which I feel are required
of individuals in local government. I
grew up in Turnersville, NJ in
Gloucester County, where my father
served several terms as a Town
Councilman. As a young girl, I recall
walking door to door with my father,
getting involved in hosting events,
and volunteering on campaigns. I
had most of these experiences before
I even went to college.

My family has always taken civic
responsibility very seriously. Soon
after we moved to Westfield in 2007,
my husband Mark and I sought out
opportunities for civic engagement.
Having a father in town government,
I encouraged and supported Mark to
serve as Ward 3 Councilperson. I
have never once regretted that
decision. It takes sacrifice, it takes
commitment, and it takes grit.
Through faith and family, we have
worked to serve this community,
whether it means being present at
local community events, raising
awareness of families/communities
in need, serving in leadership roles
on organizational boards, or
volunteering for school events. We
also do this to set an example to our
children what it means to be a servant
leader, instilling in them a sense of
community, and recognizing that
family and community matter.

Every registered voter can go to
the polls and vote for the individuals
who are most qualified to serve. I feel
that voting is a privilege… to elect an
individual who is willing, is
competent, and can fulfill that

obligation. From our experience, the
role of town councilperson in
Westfield is no simple task. It is not
just showing up to the scheduled
meetings to vote. It is much, much
more than that. It is more than simply
answering an email or text message.
I will tell you firsthand, it is many
hours spent visiting residents in their
homes, listening to their concerns,
and being present for events that occur
in your community. It means having
that support person back at home
who understands that not only
Tuesday nights are spent away from
family, but frequently Saturday
mornings and Sunday evenings, as
well. All of this to be able to
effectively represent and
communicate with residents on what
is happening, as well as to build
relationships. It means being
inclusive and transparent. It means
being accountable and not wavering
on your principles.

Lastly, each voter should make a
decision on an individual that they
know will put Westfield first. Those
who know my family can attest to our
commitment to serving Westfield.
There is no doubt that Mark has
demonstrated his commitment and his
dedication to representing not just
Third Ward residents but the broader
community. He is an authentic leader
that builds honest relationships, and
he values integrity and respect. We
ask kindly for your support in re-
electing Mark on November 5th.

Maria Torchia LoGrippo
PhD, MSN, RN

Westfield
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IN THE SPIRIT...As part of the Wicked Windows program in town, Girl Scout
Troop 40757 at Franklin Elementary School in Westfield painted the Evergreen
storefront on Elm Street on October 5.

Councilman LoGrippo hands out dog treats to canine supporters at this year's Memorial
Day Parade.

Liberals for LoGrippo
My wife Cheryl and I love raising

our family in Westfield. With election
day approaching, I’m reaching out to
acknowledge a true Westfield Leader
who deserves special recognition.

Mark LoGrippo is a friend who
happens to be running for town council.
Or is Mark LoGrippo a town councilman
who is also a friend? For so many of us
there is no distinction because Mark is
just always there. Always. He’s walking
in parades, solving traffic safety issues,
preserving our town’s trees and tirelessly
devoting himself to improving youth
sports in Westfield.

Mark LoGrippo is engaged, committed

and cares about sense of community! I
enjoy being part of the Liberals for
LoGrippo as a Democrat who believes
that local government should be
politically color blind when the right
person is already doing such a great job.

Regardless of party of affiliation,
Mark LoGrippo deserves your vote for
Town Councilman.

Sincerely,

Adam Park
Westfield
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Statement From Brian Walter
I am announcing my candidacy for

Councilman of Fanwood. As a life-
long and third generation resident of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains, I never
wanted any other place to raise my
family. I’ve been a proud homeowner
in Fanwood for 12 years. I attended
Coles Elementary, Terrill Middle
School, and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School. I continued my educa-
tion at the French Culinary Institute
and graduated with honors in 1999.

I am running for Fanwood council
because I want to contribute to the
future direction of our town and to
ensure that young families and senior
citizens can live in the same beautiful
small town we fell in love with. I will
do so by lowering our taxes, increas-
ing our property values and keeping
urban development out. High density
housing has not brought in significant
tax revenue to reduce homeowner’s
property taxes but has only brought
more traffic and congestion. This is
just the beginning; Fanwood is set for
more and more redevelopment. I be-
lieve over redevelopment is changing
the fabric of our town and is not in the
best interests of the homeowners and
residents. No more tax breaks for
wealthy developers while our taxes
go up every year.

 Fanwoodians need a voice on their
council that has no personal political

aspirations, a voice that has skin in
the game and a voice that only has the
Fanwood residents on his agenda. I
am that voice and I am ready to hit the
ground running.

As a long-time community volun-
teer and local business owner I’ve
held several leadership roles. I served
as President of the Fanwood Busi-
ness Association, board member for
the Fanwood Community Founda-
tion and as Founder and president of
the Fanwood St. Patrick’s Day
fundraiser which has raised thousands
of dollars for Scotch Plains-Fanwood
music boosters and township sports. I
am honored to have volunteered ser-
vices to the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA, JCC of Central New Jersey,
McGinn School, Fanny Wood Day,
Center for Hope Hospice, Rotary
Club, “Go Red for Women”, Chelsea
Senior Living Village, Union County
Baptist Church, American Legion, and
Boy Scout Troop 277.

My three driving forces are God,
Family and Country. It’s our duty as
Americans to be involved in our com-
munity, to protect the weak, serve the
less fortunate, and to always question
our leaders.

Brian Walter (R)
Candidate for Fanwood Borough

Council

Twelve years ago, Maria and I
moved to Westfield to start our fam-
ily. Today, we couldn’t imagine rais-
ing our children anywhere else. Like
all of you, we love this town and are
invested in seeing it thrive.

I am proud of my record on coun-
cil. I’ve always put the safety of our
children and community first, sup-
porting our first responders and push-
ing for several of the new beacon
crosswalks. We’ve planted over 2,000
new trees across town. The Third
Ward has had more roads paved than
any other ward over the last eight
years. I helped our town earn and
maintain its AAA bond rating. Col-
lectively, we passed last year’s bud-
get with a 0 percent municipal tax
increase. I continue to advocate for
our commuters, fighting for a one-
seat ride. And this past year, I worked
together with the Mayor to lay the
foundation for our updated Master
Plan. I believe that better-quality trans-
portation and improved parking op-
tions will boost opportunities for our
businesses and downtown.

I’m not a polished politician. I’m a
husband and a father, I coach my
son’s baseball team, commute to work,
and pay my taxes. I enjoy public
service and giving back to the com-

Statement From Mark LoGrippo
munity, and I care about my neigh-
bors. That’s just how I was raised and
who I am.

Westfield has always been very
good to my family. I love being a
councilman because it is a direct and
tangible way to give back. Over the
past eight years, I’ve spent countless
hours outside of election seasons
walking the Third Ward, getting to
know new residents, and helping in
any way that I can.

Our neighbors know that they can
count on me to deliver for them.
Whether it’s working to keep resi-
dents informed amidst a crisis like
Hurricane Sandy or a major snow-
storm, I am always prepared to serve
our community.

I take my responsibilities as Third
Ward councilman very seriously, and
I embrace the opportunity continue
leading us forward. Serving the com-
munity should never be about poli-
tics, and I will always put our neigh-
bors’ concerns and needs first. I look
forward to earning your vote on No-
vember 5th! Thank You.

Mark LoGrippo (R)
Councilman and Candidate for

Westfield Town Council

Support Mark Parmelee
for Ward 2 Council Member

My name is Josie O’Brien. I have been
a Westfield resident for nearly 13 years.
I have five children, four of whom
attended Washington School. That is
where I first met Mark Parmelee. Many
of you know Mark as a candidate for
Westfield Town Council, Ward 2. He’s
wicked-smart, forward thinking, even-
keeled and selfless with his time and
energy when it comes to the good of the
community. I’m going to tell you about
Mark, the friend, volunteer and all-around
good guy that I have the privilege of
knowing.

It was difficult moving to a new town
with school age kids. The stress and
anxiety of the move were often over-
whelming. Mark was a regular face
around school. Although he worked
full time, and later I found out that his
job was over an hour and a half away, he
managed to be present. Mark always
has a smile on his face, is warm, sincere
and approachable. We volunteered on
the same committees, and for many
years we performed together in the
Washington School Show.

I remember how Mark would come
flying in the door for play practice at 8
p.m, after a long day of work and

commuting. He would pull off his tie
and jacket, roll up his sleeves, smile and
say “let’s go.” Without fail, he gave
each performance 100 percent. With
grace, he rolled with lines misread and
scenes done incorrectly. Mark has a
knack for keeping people focused on
the big picture. When things didn’t go
according to plan, which was often, he
made the necessary adjustments without
drama. He was a joy to work with.

Mark doesn’t just talk the talk. He
walks the walk. You’ll see him in his
driveway playing basketball with his
kids. You’ll see him in town with his
wonderful wife. He’s at school events
regularly and cheering on our teams
without fail. He’s “in it.” Mark is the
real deal. He has yours and my best
interests as his top priority. His
priorities are ours. What happens in
our community is his business. He
wants to bring the very best of Westfield
to you and that’s why I encourage you
to vote for him on November 5th.

Josie O’Brien
Westfield
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