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VOTE TUESDAY, November 5 POLLS OPEN 6 AM TO 8 PM

Paid for by Westfield Democratic Committee, 772 Prospect street, westfield, nj 07090

An environmental engineer, Jim currently serves on the reinstated Green Team and built a career managing risk.

Former Manhattan DA’s prosecutor and currently a securities litigator and shareholder in a global law firm. Mark is a 13 year
veteran of the Washington School Show.

Graduated magna cum laude from Boston College, went on to become a public school teacher, and a legislative leader for Moms
Demand Action, where she fought for sensible gun reforms in Trenton.

Studied Economics at Tulane, operated a family-owned business for over two decades, and is prepared to use his experience to

Jim Boyes for Ward 1:

Mark Parmelee for Ward 2:

Jenn Gilman for Ward 3:

Scott Katz for Ward 4:

Collaborative Engaged Proactive

Learn more at westfieldtogether.com

We held the line on the municipal portion of our tax bill while maintaining $ 9.5 million surplus and a AAA bond rating.
And we did this at the same time that we were investing in long-overdue road paving, purchasing much-needed equipment
for the Department of Public Works and fostering civic engagement.  I’m proud of the progress we’re making and we have
so much more to do together.  We need the talent of Jim Boyes, Mark Parmelee, Jenn Gilman, and Scott Katz to keep the
progress going.  They won’t be content reverting to the complacency of the past.  They will roll up their sleeves and work
to make Westfield an even better place to live.

“

“

-Mayor Shelley Brindle

Scott Katz Leads by Example on Bike Safety
I am endorsing Scott Katz because

he is and will continue to be an
excellent champion for bike and
pedestrian safety.

I was fortunate to meet Scott this
summer while attending meetings
related to the Westfield Master Plan
Re-Examination. I was happy to
discover that, among his motivations
to run for Town Council in Ward 4,
included a genuine concern for
pedestrian and cyclist safety.

I’m an avid cyclist and learned
Scott is too. Knowing this is personal
for him, as it is for me, is important.
We have first-hand experience with
the challenges of trying to navigate
Westfield on two wheels, and this
experience will inform his leadership.

As a Professional Engineer I am
very mindful of process, I operate by
analyzing facts, reviewing lessons
learned, and welcoming peer review
of the conclusions reached, and
solutions presented. When I saw Scott
was organizing group rides in
Tamaques Park to meet residents, I
attended several to evaluate his
experience and gauge his seriousness
on this issue. These are my
observations and conclusions:

1. I was glad to see in the event
invitations that helmets were required to
participate. And sure enough, only those
with helmets could participate. He had
the foresight to bring several extra
helmets knowing some individuals do
not practice this basic safety precaution.
He also discussed some basic difference
between bike helmets.

2. I noticed Scott’s use of safety
lights on his own bike; these lights

are important because they make
cyclists more visible to motorists,
pedestrians, and wildlife. He
mentioned that he uses his lights
whenever he is riding no matter the
visibility conditions.

3. It feels ancient, but Scott uses
hand signals to communicate his
direction changes for other cyclists,
motorists, and pedestrians (wildlife
doesn’t understand this one yet!).

4. Many cyclists use smartphone
“apps” as GPS, and to monitor their
health/performance stats. Scott has
his phone securely attached to the
center of his bike using a sturdy
mounting system; a crucial hands-
free safety measure.

5. Scott told all of us about the
Town’s information on bike safety:
westfieldnj.gov/safety.

These seem basic but they often go
unpracticed, and often make the
difference in remaining safe. New
members join the cycling community
every day, and it’s clear to me there’s
a need for awareness and continued
public education on the fundamentals
of bike and pedestrian safety.

Scott showed me that he leads by
example, has essential experience,
uses a thoughtful process in
approaching problems, and I believe
he’ll be the positive force we need in
Ward 4 as our next Councilman.  To
contact or learn more, email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com.

Allyson Hroblak, Westfield
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I Knew Scott Would Be a Leader
I write today on behalf of Scott

Katz, who is running for the Ward 4
Council Seat in Westfield.

I met Scott when I was 14 and new
to the United States. My family and I
immigrated to Edison in or around
1985, from India and we lived in an
apartment complex not far from J.P.
Stevens High School in Edison. Being
Indian in the 1980s in New Jersey,
was a truly challenging experience.
There were many kind people who
welcomed people of my background
with open arms. Unfortunately, there
were many more who were unkind,
and unafraid to show their bias in an
open, volatile manner. It was not
uncommon to be ridiculed, harassed,
and assaulted by teenagers and
sometimes adults, in open public
places. High school was no different.

I met Scott during this rather
formative time. Scott, then 16, was
handsome, dynamic and popular. He
was also unconditionally helpful, kind
and welcoming. He never once
belittled my accent, my attire, or my

background. At a time when social
cache was at a premium, Scott treated
me as an equal. He had nothing to
gain from allying with me, and he did
it anyway. I kept in touch with Scott
over the years and witnessed him
excel in his career and family life.

I am not from Westfield. I know
little of Westfield’s recent political
transformation, and I am not a policy
savant. However, I knew that Scott
would be a leader from the moment I
met him. And, I have no doubt that
Scott’s competence and selfless,
compassionate leadership style will
be an invaluable asset in his position
as Councilman in Ward 4.

I am therefore asking that you cast
your vote for him on Tuesday,
November 5. To contact or learn more,
email scott@westfieldtogether.com or
visit katzforward4.com.

Vik Advani
Edison
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Jenn Gilman
for Ward 3

I’m a Ward 3 resident, Westfield
High School graduate Class of ‘79,
and a physician. Last week I witnessed
a woman who presented herself
professionally, thoughtfully and
concisely at the candidate forum.

This—coupled with her actions as
a candidate, already shows why we
need her on the town council.

For years, residents on Cacciola and
Windsor streets—the neighborhood
were I grew up—have raised
complaints about speeding cars and
their children's safety. No one addressed
their concerns ‘till Jenn became
involved and heard their stories.

Now, there is a speed monitor on
Windsor, and soon awaiting county
approval, a pedestrian light at the
Cacciola and South Avenue crosswalk.

This shows all of us that Jenn
Gilman is the Councilwoman we need
for Ward 3. Actions speak louder
than words. That’s why we need to
vote for Jenn Gilman for Ward 3!

Pamela Brug
Westfield
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Support
Mark Parmelee for

Ward 2 Councilman
Ward 2 Residents - I am writing to

give my support to Mark Parmelee
for our Ward 2 Councilman. My wife
and I met Mark several years ago
when we were participating/
volunteering in the Washington
School Show where he demonstrated
his commitment to our community.

Mark is a devoted family man,
neighbor and friend. We spent many
occasions on the sports fields cheering
on and coaching our kids together. He
always exemplified a calm, thoughtful
and measured approach in his
interactions with the kids. He is a
great communicator and with his
experience practicing law, his many
skills will transfer to an ability to help
move our town forward. Mark's
passion for our town is second to
none, and his vision mirrors the vision
of Mayor Brindle. We are excited to
see all the great things he can
accomplish representing our town.

Please join us on November 5,
2019 and cast your vote for Mark
Parmelee, the most qualified
candidate for Ward 2. Thank you.

Jeff Bryk, Westfield
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My First Endorsement Letter –
Jim Boyes for First Ward Town Council

I’m writing to express enthusiastic
support for Jim Boyes’ candidacy for
Westfield Town Council. As a 40-
year Westfield resident, I’ve
encountered a lot of candidates for
local office. I’ve read their
biographies and campaign literature
and followed the conduct of their
campaigns. Over the years, I’ve voted
for Democrats and Republicans but
this is the first time I’ve stated my
preference in a public forum and I am
happy to do that for Jim.

Jim is an environmental engineer
and risk management expert. His
background will be especially
important as the town seeks to meet
current challenges while creating a
clear vision for its future that builds
on and enhances the qualities and
opportunities that make living in
Westfield desirable. This is especially
relevant to me. I raised my family
here. I have children and grandchildren
living here and I want to be able to live
out my retirement here.

I first got to know Jim about 20
years ago when he was appointed to
the Parking Advisory Council and
worked with local residents concerned
about plans to construct a parking
facility in the First Ward. This was a
highly contentious and often emotional
debate. Jim distinguished himself
throughout by a calm search for facts,
a willingness to listen to all points of
view and a forthright determination to
bring concerns of residents to the
Advisory Council and ultimately to
the Town Council. I am also well
aware of Jim’s hard work to
reinvigorate Westfield’s Green Team
where he’s been engaging local
businesses in finding new ways to
make their operations more
sustainable while reducing costs and
environmental impact.

And then there are the goats. There
is probably no better example of Jim’s
willingness to find new,
environmentally sound and
sustainable solutions to old problems
than exploring how some neighboring
towns are using goats to manage
vegetation in public open space areas.
This is the kind of unabashed out-of-
the box thinking Jim will deploy in
all aspects of town governance. He
will not be afraid to investigate,
consider, and assess with his
engineer’s acumen the efficacy and
potential application of creative or
what some might consider
unconventional solutions.

Jim’s willingness to volunteer and
to serve the community – Green
Team, coaching youth sports, the
Neighborhood Watch, Ward One
Community Connect – is well known
and appreciated among his neighbors.

He’s a commuter who knows how
important a reliable transit system is
to the quality of life of residents and
the economic vitality of the town.
He’s a homeowner lovingly restoring
a 100+ year-old house who knows
first-hand how Westfield’s history
should inform its future. He’s a fact-
driven professional who will bring
years of relevant experience to
Westfield governance. Westfield has
made great progress over the past
two years in financial management,
delivery of services, infrastructure,
and improving the vibrancy of
downtown. Jim is the right person to
help continue that progress. And he
is the right person to help finalize the
Master Plan so important for building
Westfield’s future.

One final point. I make this
recommendation because I’ve come
to know Jim as an optimistic, open-
minded, positive, and decent person.
In my opinion, these attributes are as
important as professional
qualifications. I urge my neighbors
and First Ward residents to vote for
Jim Boyes to represent us on the
Westfield Town Council.

Neil Brown
Westfield
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Ward 3 Needs Jenn Gilman on Town Council
Jenn first told me she was running

for the Ward 3 Town Council back in
March. So when she asked if I would
volunteer on her campaign, I instantly
said YES! I’ve long admired her work
as a tireless volunteer with the Girl
Scouts and Moms Demand Action,
and I know she will make an amazing
Town Councilwoman.

As her campaign manager, I’ve been
behind the scenes delivering signs,
making walklists and planning the
events. I’ve watched Jenn knock on
doors in the heat and rain, listen intently
as residents share their concerns, and
most importantly, take action to
address them. Particularly, the long-
standing safety issues on Windsor
Avenue, and at the South Avenue &
Cacciola Place intersection.

My husband Joe and I grew up in
Westfield, graduating from high school
in ‘00 and ‘99, respectively. After
several happy years in living in
Brooklyn, we made the move back to
Westfield to start our family. Eleven
years and three kids later, we’re thrilled
to raise them in the community that
brought Joe and I together. Our kids
even attend Tamaques Elementary, the
same school where I went!

Joe and I have lived here long
enough to know that many of
Westfield’s challenges — from the
ups and downs of Downtown,
parking, and the state of our roads,
athletic fields and playgrounds —
have been points of resident
frustration for too many years. That’s
why we’ve been impressed with the
visible progress made by Mayor
Brindle’s administration in just two
short years. Roads are finally being
paved, ordinances have been updated
to allow for Westfield’s first brewery,
and new community events like
AddamsFest have been established.

This all took vision and the type of
proactive leadership Jenn’s
demonstrated she has in spades. As
our Ward 3 Councilwoman, Jenn will

be the champion for Southside
residents and businesses we’ve
needed for years, and she will actually
do the hard work it takes to achieve
the progress residents expect.

If you haven’t voted early already,
I encourage my neighbors here in
Ward 3 to vote Jenn Gilman on
Tuesday, November 5! She’s on it!

Lee McDermott Schaefer, Westfield
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Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HAPPY TRUNK OR TREAT...Hundreds of kids attended Scotch Plains annual
Trunk or Treat event on Saturday on Park Avenue. Trunk or Treat is fun for all
ages from kids to adults. The event featured two dozen decorated cars stocked with
candy, games and trinkets.


