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Independent Charles Coady Brown.
There is also a race for two seats on
the borough council between GOP
incumbent René Dierkes and running
mate Donna Pacifico and Democrat
Carlos Gomez. Veteran Republican
Councilman Glenn Mortimer is not
seeking reelection. Mr. Gomez previ-
ously ran for council in 2017.

Mountainside Board of Education
candidates Carmine Venes and James
Ruban, Jr. are seeking reelection. No
one filed for the third open board
seat.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
Democrat, is unopposed in her quest
for a fifth term. Borough Council-
woman Katherine Mitchell, a Demo-
crat who first elected in 1998, and
Democrat Francine Glaser, who re-
placed Kevin Boris on the ballot, are
running for the two council seats. Ms.
Glaser was previously an elected com-
mitteewoman in Edison. Running for
the Republicans are Brian Walter and
Jay Morris. Two-term Councilman
Tom Kranz, a Democrat, is not seek-
ing reelection.

Democratic Councilman Jeffrey
Banks is running unopposed for a
one-year unexpired term on council.

There is no Scotch Plains munici-
pal election this year. Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education incum-
bents Stephanie Suriani and Nancy
Norris-Bauer of Scotch Plains and
Amy Winkler of Fanwood are run-
ning unopposed for reelection to their
board seats. Scott Brelinsky of
Fanwood dropped out of the race a
few weeks ago but his name appears
on ballots as they had already been
printed.

At the state level, in the 21st Legis-
lative District, Republican Incumbent
Assembly members Jon Bramnick of
Westfield, a private practice attorney
in Scotch Plains, and Nancy Munoz
of Summit, a registered nurse, are
seeking reelection. Mr. Bramnick,
who serves as Republican minority
leader in the Assembly, served two
terms as a city councilman in
Plainfield from 1984 to 1991. They
are opposed by Democrats Lisa
Mandelblatt of Westfield, a former
New York white-collar criminal de-
fense attorney, and Stacey Gunderman
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Summary of Election Races
of New Providence, an activist and
community organizer and former fi-
nancial professional.

Also running are Independents
Martin Marks of Cranford, a dental
surgeon and former Scotch Plains
mayor, and Harris Pappas of Spring-
field, an independent insurance bro-
ker who served on the Springfield
Township Committee in the early
1990s. The 21st Legislative District
includes Cranford, Garwood,
Mountainside and Westfield.

In the 22nd Legislative District,
Assemblyman James Kennedy of
Rahway and Linda Carter of
Plainfield, both Democrats, are being
challenged by former Garwood mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi of Clark, a Re-
publican. Mr. Kennedy previously
served 20 years as Rahway mayor
and Ms. Carter has served as a Union
County freeholder and Plainfield
councilwoman. She is a business edu-
cation teacher at Passaic High School.
Mr. Kennedy is president of a family-
owned jewelry store and operates a
consulting firm, while Ms.
Quattrocchi, who ran for county free-
holder six times, is a retired executive
search consultant.

At the Union County level, in-
cumbent Democratic Freeholders
Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford,
Sergio Granados of Elizabeth, and
Rebecca Williams of Plainfield are
being challenged by Republicans
Peter Kane of Summit and Glenn
Gelband of Mountainside. Demo-
crats have held all nine seats on the
board since 1998.

Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte of Union, a Democrat who
has been surrogate for 20 years, is
being opposed by Republican Peter
Lijoi of Summit.

There is one question on the ballot
this year. The constitutional amend-
ment, if approved by voters, would
allow eligible veterans “who live in
continuing care retirement communi-
ties to receive the value of the $250
property tax deduction currently
granted to veterans who reside in a
private residence.”

Election Polls on Tuesday, Tues-
day, November 5 will be open from 6
a.m. to 8 p.m.

gency is maneuvering the intersec-
tion of Park Avenue and East Second
Street.  Moving to Plainfield Avenue,
he said, will enable the department to
serve the same number of houses more
quickly. He also noted that most of
the department’s volunteer firefighters
live east of Park Avenue and often
encounter delays in crossing Park
Avenue to get to the northside station
when called. Police Chief Ted Conley
said he never thought the police de-
partment belonged in the middle of
downtown.

Another audience member stood
up and said the mayor’s statement
on the relocation at a council meet-
ing in mid-October “sounded like a
done deal,” but the mayor and oth-
ers stressed that no plans have been
formally considered or even put
forth by the developers condition-
ally chosen for the downtown ef-
forts. But the mayor said that “don’t
do anything is not a solution.”

Committee member Colleen
Gialanella called for civility, say-
ing there was “a lot of fear and a lot
of anger” evident early in last week’s
meeting as residents shouted at the
committee from their seats. Deputy
Mayor Josh Losardo emphasized
that “no decision is being made to-
night or next month” while another
committee member, Michael
Alvarez, said that ‘we have no
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Redevelopment Committee
choice but to develop—and do it
sensibly.”

Henry Street resident Leonard
Brzozowski, who had spoken out
against relocating municipal facili-
ties at the council’s October 15 meet-
ing, reiterated his concerns last week
and also claimed that the conserva-
tion zone property had once been a
dump and was contaminated. The
mayor and others said that before
any development went forward on
that site, environmental studies
would be conducted and then have
to be approved by state environ-
mental protection officials.

Most of the residents who spoke
last week raised concerns about the
safety of children in the neighbor-
hood, especially if police and fire
vehicles were racing to an emer-
gency on Westfield Avenue. An Ev-
ergreen Avenue resident said the
neighborhood was choked with
parked cars and pedestrians on high
school graduation night and asked,
“How are you going to get to an
emergency?” Mr. Brzozowski and
others worried that Henry Street
would be used as a conduit between
Westfield Avenue and Route 22, but
Mr. Paal said that out of the more
than 900 calls his department re-
sponds to annually, only a small
handful are on the highway.

Committee members were urged
by a few residents to come to the
neighborhood during the morning
and afternoon times when school-
children are walking and observe
the conditions.

A few residents offered other ideas
including relocating the library in-
stead to the Plainfield Avenue site
and building housing at the Scotch
Hills Country Club property. Mayor
Smith said a needs study conducted
found that library officials favored
keeping the library where it is, in the
downtown, and he said building on
the golf course property was not per-
mitted because the site has been des-
ignated by the state as Green Acres,
making it off-limits to development.

“We’re down to a very few par-
cels of [available] land,” the mayor
said.  He emphasized that the com-
mittee and the council will be thor-
ough and transparent in their efforts
and that if the developers’ propos-
als are not satisfactory, then they
will not be accepted. “Hopefully,”
he said of present-day leaders,
“people twenty years from now will
say that they got it right, they took
the time to get it right.”

schools, first-responders—when cal-
culating a town’s affordable-housing
obligations and also provides a popu-
lation-based cap for those obligations.

The third bill, A-1649, would pro-
hibit affordable-housing obligation
exemptions for urban aid municipali-
ties and allow for such housing re-
quirements in those cities. Prior regu-
lations excluded such municipali-
ties—which include Elizabeth,
Plainfield, Linden and Rahway—
from providing any contribution to-
ward a region’s affordable-housing
needs. Those exemptions have led to
a greater housing burden being im-
posed on other, primarily suburban
towns. The fourth piece of legisla-
tion, A-1644, would allow munici-
palities to establish an affordable-
housing preference for their own resi-
dents so that long-time residents who
may be downsizing in retirement or
cannot afford to live in their homes
any longer can remain in their town.

Mayor Smith said that he will be
talking about the committee’s efforts
and the petition on New Jersey 101.5
FM radio on Tuesday, November 5 at
8 a.m.
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Petition

from Terrill Road during the same
hours. Raised sidewalks will also be
installed across the development’s
driveways in an effort to slow cars
exiting the complex, Mr. Conley said,
and new pedestrian sensors will be
installed at both driveways that will
trigger flashing lights to alert enter-
ing and exiting cars if any pedestrians
are nearby. Chief Conley also said
that “do not block the box” cross-
hatches will be painted onto the end
of the driveway.

Prior to their vote to approve the
site plan, several board members la-
mented that—with their hands tied to
a great extent by court orders to build
affordable housing—another large
swath of former farmland was disap-
pearing to developers.
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Dentist Office Denied
Variance By Board

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – In an ironic ending
to an application to add small on-site
parking to an already existing dental
practice at 225 North Martine Av-
enue, Dr. Ankit Parikh was denied
relief from a variance that would have
allowed the Fanwood dentist the abil-
ity to install eight parking spaces in
the back of his building.

Even though the board’s vote count
included four “yes” votes and three
“no” votes, the application had to be
denied because of the parameters
within the D variance for the addi-
tional coverage. The variance states
that five “yes” votes must be ob-
tained, and Dr. Parikh received four.

The three no votes came from board
members John Steigerwald, Michele
Moore and Michael Lysicatos.

Dr. Parikh had come before the
board in August with a bigger parking
lot plan, flood lighting on six-foot
poles and plans for a monument sign
on the building.

According to testimony from
Kristin Osterkorn of Omland and
Osterkorn, an engineering firm in
Bergen County, the new plan included
a lower number of parking spaces,
lessening the width of the blacktop by
two feet, lowering the lighting by two
feet, changing to candle white light-
ing on a timer, adding a six-foot pri-
vacy fence for neighbors and lessen-
ing the size of the sign proposed to be
attached to the building.

Many neighbors came out to voice
their unfavorable opinion about the
improvements proposed. Neighbor
after neighbor expressed their distaste
for the dentist’s upgrades stating that
they did not want to take away from the
neighborhood feel of the street.

Planning Board member David
Blechinger asked members of the
neighborhood who had spoken out

against the project, such as Judy Lynch
and Jeff Friedman, how long they had
been in the neighborhood versus how
long the dental practice had been
there. Many neighbors stated that they
had bought their homes with the den-
tal practice already existing. The den-
tal practice has been in existence for
over 30 years.

When asked about the hours of
operation, Dr. Parikh stated that he
planned on operating his practice from
8 a.m. until 8 p.m. daily, except no
hours of operation on Sundays and a
much shortened day on Saturday. He
noted, however, that he may come
back to the office before 8 a.m. or
after 8 p.m. if one of his patients had
an emergency.

Dr. Parikh also testified that he pro-
posed the parking area for the safety of
his patients and staff. He said he had
planned for three spots to be for him-
self and his two staff members, four
spaces were dedicated for his patients
and one would be an “extra.”

He noted that crossing the busy
street in the immediate area was dan-
gerous and that one of his staff mem-
bers was involved in an accident
within the recent past.

It also was noted that the applicant
had a drainage and landscaping plan
that was submitted to the borough.

The next planning board meeting is
scheduled for Wednesday, Novem-
ber 20, at 7:30 p.m. There is only one
planning board meeting scheduled
for the month of November.

LEADER IN UTAH...Richard and Jeanette Pelikan enjoy the latest issue of The
Westfield Leader while visiting Monument Valley in Utah.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPINNING SPOOKINESS...A giant spider takes over the front lawn of this house
in the township as the homeowners decorate for Halloween.

SP-F BOE Recognizes
Athletes, Principals

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Many stu-
dent athletes were recognized Tues-
day evening at the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education meet-
ing.

First to be recognized were the
young women on the high school’s
Gymnastic Team for winning the
Union County Gymnastics Tourna-
ment. The tournament was held Octo-
ber 18 at Cranford High School.

The team’s score at that tourna-
ment was reported to be a total of
106.3. According to local reports, the
girls won by a fraction of a point,
beating other local towns such as
Summit and Westfield.

Team captains are Emily Grill,
Nicole DeFrancesco and Kelly
Zimmerman. All three gymnasts are
seniors. The team’s head coach is
Lisa Cerchio.

Also recognized were members of
the Varsity Girls Tennis Team for
winning the Mountain Conference
Title.

In addition, it had previously been
reported by Board Vice-President
Evan Murray that Raiders football
player Shawn Martin was voted the
Courier News Mid State Player of the
Week last week with 36.8 percent of
the votes for six candidates.

It was said that this player, who
currently is a junior at the high school,
was reported to rush for 204 yards on
25 carries and three touchdowns dur-
ing last week’s Raider victory over
J.F. Kennedy High School in Iselin.
The score was 21 to 20.

In other business, October was
deemed National Principals Month
and honors were given to all district
heads of schools. All eight principals
were saluted at the October 17 Princi-

pals Recognition and Newly Tenured
Staff ceremony. They include Karen
Wetherell, Coles Elementary School;
Scott Bortnick, Brunner Elementary
School; Justin Fiory, School One El-
ementary; Colleen Haubert, Ever-
green School; Sasha Slocum, McGinn
Elementary School; Jocelyn
Dumaresq, Park Middle School;
Kevin Holloway, Terrill Middle
School, and David Heisey, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. All
eight principals also are highlighted
on the district’s website, spfk12.org.

Separately, it was announced at last
week’s meeting that during the week
of November 15 through November
22 a new block schedule will be pi-
loted for students at the high school.

It was explained that a block sched-
ule allows students to have longer
class periods to have a more concen-
trated day.

Block scheduling also allows for
having those periods every other day.

It was reported that the classes
would run 77 minutes per class and
also would give the students a slightly
longer lunch period.

Additionally, it was reported that
the concept of the block scheduling
process was one that came from the
strategic planning process meetings
that occur every few years within the
district.

The next Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting will be
held on Thursday, November 14, at
7:30 p.m., in the Administration Build-
ing.

Also, Election Day for board mem-
bers is Tuesday November 5. Incum-
bents Stephanie Suriani and Nancy-
Norris Bauer, both of Scotch Plains,
and Amy Winkler of Fanwood are
running for re-election. All three seats
are uncontested.

Vandalism and HIB Are
Focus of Westfield BOE

By JENNIFER GLACKIN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A parent left
Tuesday’s board of education meeting in
tears after discussing incidents of “hate
speech” graffiti at Westfield High School
(WHS), referencing a vandalism incident
last week involving a swastika.

“The N-word is all over the boys’
bathroom,” she continued. This parent
claimed she had pictures of the vandalism
at home. “What is going to be done?” she
asked. “I don’t think that something be-
ing said in a morning announcement is
sufficient for the students.”

Board member Tara Oporto asked Su-
perintendent Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., if
this incident qualified as a Harassment,
Intimidation and Bullying (HIB) inci-
dent. Ms. Dolan responded that it de-
pends because “the specifics absolutely
matter” for HIB classification.

Board member Brendan Galligan added
that there also must be a known culprit to
take official HIB action. Earlier in the
meeting, Superintendent Dolan reported
on the district’s HIB incidents from Janu-
ary 1, 2019 to June 30, 2019. Other
incidents that do not fall under the state’s
specifications of HIB, such as vaping,
also were reported.

According to Superintendent Dolan’s
presentation, last year there were eight
incidents including violence, vandalism,
substances, weapons or confirmed HIB
cases, and 14 “other incidents leading to
removal” at WHS during that time. Also,
according to her report, WHS met or
exceeded requirements on the “8 Core
Elements” of HIB response: HIB pro-
grams, training on BOE policy, other
staff instruction, curriculum and instruc-
tion on HIB, HIB personnel, school-level
reporting procedure, investigation pro-
cedure, and HIB reporting.

Superintendent Dolan also said that
the district is working with the Anti-
Defamation League’s (ADL) No Place
for Hate® program. According to the
ADL’s website, “ADL’s No Place for
Hate® initiative is a school climate im-
provement framework that provides PreK-
12 schools with an organizing framework

for combating bias, bullying and hatred,
leading to long-term solutions for creat-
ing and maintaining a positive and equi-
table climate.”

Superintendent Dolan said that she
had previously attempted to work with
the program, and that the district was
approved by the ADL to begin the pro-
gram last month.

Parents voiced concern over the re-
sponse to such incidents. One parent stated
that after a previous incident at Edison
Intermediate School, administrators held
assemblies telling students that this type
of behavior would not be tolerated. Su-
perintendent Dolan said that “whenever
we (the board, administrators, teachers,
etc.) are made aware” of such incidents,
they are taken care of immediately.

Mr. Galligan added that consequences
for vandalism will follow the district’s
code of conduct and can range from a
Saturday detention to a 10-day out-of-
school suspension. Superintendent Dolan
added that when situations warrant the
intervention of the police department,
perpetrators are given consequences both
in school and by the law. Ms. Oporto
asked what could be done immediately to
clean up the “N-word” bathroom graffiti
reported during the meeting. Business
Administrator Dana Sullivan said an email
had been sent to the appropriate persons.

Superintendent Dolan said the school
district will continue to promote the mes-
sage that “students should respect them-
selves, others, and also their school com-
munity.” She also said this “work is on-
going and it’s important.”

In other ongoing work by the board,
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Office of School Prepared-
ness and Emergency Planning will present
“School Safety and Security for Parents”
on Wednesday, November 20, from 7 to
9 p.m., in the Edison Intermediate School
auditorium. Some topics to be discussed
are situational awareness, school safety
drills, recommended visitor proceedings,
and communication during a crisis.

The next board meeting will be Tues-
day, November 12, at 7:30 p.m., at 302
Elm Street.


