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the borough council between GOP
incumbent René Dierkes and running
mate Donna Pacifico and Democrat
Carlos Gomez. Veteran Republican
Councilman Glenn Mortimer is not
seeking reelection. Mr. Gomez previ-
ously ran for council in 2017.

Mountainside Board of Education
candidates Carmine Venes and James
Ruban, Jr. are seeking reelection. No
one filed for the third open board seat.

Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr, a
Democrat, is unopposed in her quest
for a fifth term. Borough Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell, a Democrat who
first elected in 1998, and Democrat
Francine Glaser, who replaced Kevin
Boris on the ballot, are running for the
two council seats. Ms. Glaser was pre-
viously an elected committeewoman in
Edison. Running for the Republicans
are Brian Walter and Jay Morris. Two-
term Councilman Tom Kranz, a Demo-
crat, is not seeking reelection.

Democratic Councilman Jeffrey
Banks is running unopposed for a one-
year unexpired term on council.

There is no Scotch Plains municipal
election this year. Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education incumbents
Stephanie Suriani and Nancy Norris-
Bauer of Scotch Plains and Amy
Winkler of Fanwood are running unop-
posed for reelection to their board seats.
Scott Brelinsky of Fanwood dropped
out of the race a few weeks ago but his
name appears on ballots as they had
already been printed.

At the state level, in the 21st Legisla-
tive District, Republican Incumbent
Assembly members Jon Bramnick of
Westfield, a private practice attorney in
Scotch Plains, and Nancy Munoz of
Summit, a registered nurse, are seeking
reelection. Mr. Bramnick, who serves
as Republican minority leader in the
Assembly, served two terms as a city
councilman in Plainfield from 1984 to
1991. They are opposed by Democrats
Lisa Mandelblatt of Westfield, a former
New York white-collar criminal de-
fense attorney, and Stacey Gunderman
of New Providence, an activist and

community organizer and former fi-
nancial professional.

Also running are Independents Mar-
tin Marks of Cranford, a dental surgeon
and former Scotch Plains mayor, and
Harris Pappas of Springfield, an inde-
pendent insurance broker who served
on the Springfield Township Commit-
tee in the early 1990s. The 21st Legis-
lative District includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield.

In the 22nd Legislative District, As-
semblyman James Kennedy of Rahway
and Linda Carter of Plainfield, both
Democrats, are being challenged by
former Garwood mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi of Clark, a Republican.
Mr. Kennedy previously served 20 years
as Rahway mayor and Ms. Carter has
served as a Union County freeholder
and Plainfield councilwoman. She is a
business education teacher at Passaic
High School. Mr. Kennedy is president
of a family-owned jewelry store and
operates a consulting firm, while Ms.
Quattrocchi, who ran for county free-
holder six times, is a retired executive
search consultant.

At the Union County level, incum-
bent Democratic Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford, Sergio Granados
of Elizabeth, and Rebecca Williams of
Plainfield are being challenged by Re-
publicans Peter Kane of Summit and
Glenn Gelband of Mountainside.
Democrats have held all nine seats on
the board since 1998.

Union County Surrogate James
LaCorte of Union, a Democrat who has
been surrogate for 20 years, is being
opposed by Republican Peter Lijoi of
Summit.

There is one question on the ballot this
year. The constitutional amendment, if
approved by voters, would allow eli-
gible veterans “who live in continuing
care retirement communities to receive
the value of the $250 property tax deduc-
tion currently granted to veterans who
reside in a private residence.”

Election Polls on Tuesday, Tuesday,
November 5 will be open from 6 a.m. to
8 p.m.
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General Election Summary

tative practices. Ms. Root applauded
programs the schools and parent-
teacher organizations are already us-
ing to help combat student stress,
such as having therapy dogs during
exams. Mr. Galligan recently passed
along a packet of information with
“81 things school districts can do” to
relieve stress to Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan, Ed.D., and
she and the board are discussing what
can be implemented. Mr. Bauer said
the school board also must evaluate
the efficacy of programs to track if
they are effective at helping students.

The candidates split on the addi-
tion of SROs at the elementary
schools. Mr. Fahey and Mr. Bauer
supported adding more SROs, while
Mr. Galligan and Ms. Root did not.
Ms. Root and Mr. Galligan clarified
that SROs are not guards, they serve
more as a counselor and help enhance
student relations with the law. Ac-
cording to Mr. Galligan, the district
pays approximately $50,000 per SRO.

Mr. Fahey suggested using the
board’s surplus funds to help offset
the cost, which he estimated to be
$300,000. Ms. Root rebutted this sug-
gestion, saying surplus funds are lim-
ited in their use and legally cannot be
used to fund a recurring cost, such as
salaries. Mr. Bauer said that SROs
are only one part of a much broader
conversation about school safety.

The broader conversation also in-
cludes cyber-space. Mr. Bauer dis-
cussed the impact of 24-hour bully-
ing on social media and the effects it
can have on the social and emotional
well being on students. Adding to
that, Mr. Galligan said digital safety
is also about teaching students about
posting pictures and comments that
can have an impact on them in the
future. Mr. Fahey agreed that teach-
ing students how to use technology
appropriately and Ms. Root said its
about teaching students to think about
how they say things online.

Incumbent Michael Bielen did not
attend the forum, due to a death of his
mother. According to Mr. Bielen’s
opening statement, as read aloud by
moderator Lisa Winkler, his goal is
“to help ensure that all Westfield stu-
dents have the resources, instruction
and the safe physical environment
necessary to excel academically, ath-
letically, and emotionally in this rap-
idly changing world.”

The candidates were also asked
questions about offering full-day kin-
dergarten. Mr. Fahey said there have
been bills in both the state Senate and
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BOE Cands. Forum
Assembly to make full-day kinder-
garten mandatory and due to “con-
struction costs going up,” it would be
cheaper to act now rather than “when
we are mandated to do it.” Mr.
Galligan said he “is on the fence”
personally about full-day kindergar-
ten, but he “strongly supports the
board’s upcoming vote to put the ref-
erendum to the voters.”

Ms. Root said she supported send-
ing the question to the voters. Accord-
ing to Ms. Root, the biggest reason
Westfield has not been able to imple-
ment full-day kindergarten is because
of lack of space. The town;s school
buildings are “at capacity.” She said
other districts have been able to imple-
ment full-day kindergarten because of
declining enrollment, and therefore
have the space available.

As previously reported in The
Westfield Leader, the board passed a
resolution for a bond referendum vote
in March on the proposed $12-mil-
lion expansion. Another vote would
be necessary closer to the proposed
opening of full-day kindergarten in
fall of 2022 to approve the higher
operating budget, approximately $4
million per year for staff, support
staff, and other costs. “This is a com-
plex issue,” according to Mr. Galligan.

Mr. Bauer agreed that big changes
to the district, like full-day kindergar-
ten, should be brought to the voters,
but did not support the board’s pass-
ing of the March referendum due to
the two separate votes and the pos-
sible two-year span between them.
“We could, as a community,” he said,
“agree to pay $13 million” then end
up with empty classrooms if the oper-
ating budget does not pass. In regards
to the two separate votes, Mr. Bauer
said he understands “that their (the
board) hands were tied…with the way
the state has set things up,” but that he
would not have voted to proceed with
the initial referendum because of the
current structure.

The question posed to the candi-
dates about full-day kindergarten also
asked their plan for getting money
from the state. Ms. Root said she is
“almost 100 percent sure” that “the
state won’t pay for it.” Westfield is
considered an affluent district, she
continued, and is expected by the state
to handle its own improvements. Mr.
Galligan agreed saying, “the state will
not offer us funds” because it “is out of
funds to facilitate construction.”

Election Day is this Tuesday, No-
vember 5. Polls are open from 6 a.m.
until 8 p.m.

LEADER IN UTAH...Richard and Jeanette Pelikan enjoy the latest issue of The
Westfield Leader while visiting Monument Valley in Utah.

Green Initiatives Approved
By Westfield Town Council

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Green initiatives are
underway in the town. At Tuesday’s town
council meeting the governing body ap-
proved an ordinance requiring electric
vehicle charging stations in new develop-
ments, the town conservation center will
offer a food waste recycling bin that will
in turn be made into bio fuel and the town
has made an agreement with Ciel Power
LLC to provide an energy auditing ser-
vice to homeowners at a reduced cost.

The council adopted an ordinance that
beginning January 2020 that new multi-
family and non-residential development
will be required to provide charging sta-
tions at a rate of 3 percent of the total
number of parking spaces in the develop-
ment. The ordinance creates a new code
in the land use ordinance called Electric
Vehicle Infrastructure Code.

Waste Management and the Town of
Westfield have entered into a one-year
pilot program where Waste Management
will provide the conservation center bins
for collecting food waste and pickup the
waste weekly on Fridays, at a cost to the
town of $100 per month, Town Adminis-
trator Jim Gildea said. There is no cost to
the residents for this service, and there is
no conservation center permit required.
The food waste includes produce, meat
including bones and shells, dairy and
bakery and dry goods, among others,
which can be collected in a plastic bag in
the resident’s home and then dropped off
at the center. Waste Management pro-
cesses the waste in its facility in Elizabeth
and turns it into a bio-fuel that Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority will use to
power its plant.

Scott Fischer of Ciel Power gave a
presentation to the town that went over
the service it can provide to residents.
The program provides incentives to
homeowners to make energy efficient
options in their home. Those interested
can sign up for an energy audit of their
home and can find details on the govern-
ment website. If the homeowner chooses
to make the selected energy saving up-
grades by the auditor then Ciel will handle
the filing of rebates. Ciel can also do the
upgrades but there is no obligation by the
homeowner to choose Ciel. The cost per
resident for the audit is $49 and can be
credited to the cost of upgrades if home-
owner moves forward with Ciel doing the
upgrades, Mr. Fischer said.

Also, the council is to submit a grant
application to the Sustainable Jersey pro-
gram to fund low-E storm windows at the
municipal building.

Other green initiatives the town is con-
sidering is considering a power purchas-
ing agreement with solar power on mu-
nicipal property such as the Westfield
Memorial Pool, Councilman Doug Con-
tract said at the workshop session held
prior to the official meeting. He also said
to keep the storm sewers from clogging,
that the town is beginning January 2020
going to request that residents bag leaves
instead of raking them into the street. At
the conservation center, “We’ve collected
over 1,000 pounds of plastic bags and
earned a second free bench from Trex,”
Mr. Contract announced.

An ordinance was adopted to increase
penalties for violating municipal ordi-
nances. Those who violate can be pun-
ished by one or more of the following: a
fine not exceeding $2,000, or by impris-
onment in the county jail for a period not
exceeding 90 days, or to a period of
community service not exceeding 90 days,
the ordinance states.

An ordinance was adopted that outlays
procedures for those installing pre-manu-
factured modular homes. The ordinance
states that in recent years the increased
frequency of modular homes construc-
tion in the town has led to certain nega-
tive impacts to property owners adjoin-
ing the sites where modular homes are
built.

Also, in compliance with the town’s
obligations to fulfill its affordable-hous-
ing settlement agreement, the town passed
an ordinance that it will hold an annual
meeting with nonprofits to share ideas
and make proposals for affordable-hous-
ing units. The town is to encourage non-
profit affordable-housing organizations
to provide 20 units by end of 2025.

A new fire pumper truck was autho-
rized to be purchased at a cost of $599,900.
A firewood super splitter for the conser-

vation to be able to split large trees up to
seven feet in diameter was approved to be
purchased at a cost of $97,956. The town
had advertised bid requests twice and had
not received any response, so the town
negotiated with Cord King of Canada,
Ltd., according to the resolution.

Battalion Chief Richard Jurgens was
appointed as fire official for the town for
a one-year term. Police Captain Frank
Padovano and Fire Chief Anthony Tiller
were appointed as deputy emergency
management coordinators for the town,
with the appointment expiring October
31, 2022.

The town also renewed its member-
ship with the Joint Insurance Fund.

The town’s fall leaf pickup program is
to begin next week, Mr. Gildea said and
residents were urged to download the
Westfield Connect app that will tell of
leaf collection notices, which can also be
found on the government website and
social media pages. He urged residents to
keep leaf piles six inches away from the
curb so stormwater can flow to the sewer,
and to not add mums, branches and pump-
kins to the leaf pile, otherwise the town
cannot recycle the leaves.

During the public comment portion of
the meeting, Joseph Wilson of Downer
Street asked the council if they have
considered his earlier request to change
the town code regarding the enforcement
of nuisance fires. Mr. Gildea said the
council’s Code Review and Town Prop-
erty Committee does have the item on its
agenda to discuss.

Mr. Wilson went on to say his neigh-
bor Doug Stokes, also a town council-
man, builds fires outside in his yard,
which then blows smoke into Mr.
Wilson’s house, Mr. Wilson said. Mr.
Wilson is currently in a legal proceeding
in Union Township Municipal Court
about the matter, of which Mayor Shelley
Brindle replied that the matter is out of
jurisdiction of the town council. Council-
man Stokes replied that Mr. Wilson can
address his concerns with Mr. Stokes’
attorney.

Next, the candidates were asked if
they support developing the downtown
parking lot with the gazebo, called Lot
1 located at North and Springfield Av-
enues next to the firehouse and across
the street from the First Presbyterian
Church of Cranford, with a mixed-use
building, as was proposed by the Down-
town Management Corporation.

Ms. O’Connor said, “We need to
look at the downtown holistically… I
don’t want to see an overdeveloped
downtown.” She said a rehabilitation
status with low-interest loans is an op-
tion for development downtown. “I do
not want to see four- and five-story
buildings throughout our downtown,
she said. “It makes sense to have a
higher density but at the same time it
doesn’t have to be Hoboken or
Montclair, it still has to be Cranford.”

Mr. Andrews said, “I am against high-
density housing moving into residen-
tial neighborhoods.” With development
downtown he said it could be looked at
it “in a case by case basis.” He said
“River and Rail has been a great addi-
tion to town.” Developments have to
“fit in with the buildings we have and
the walkable approach but not over-
whelm traffic downtown,” he added.

Mr. Siliato said, “We do need to look
at the overall big picture. There are
plenty of other places in our downtown
to take advantage of and put the proper
development,” mentioning the aban-
doned Swan Cleaners and the vacant
MDTV building that the township owns.

Ms. Miller Prunty said, “I helped to
write a proposal to the township com-
mittee that identified four key locations
in the downtown…one cited in that
proposal was Lot 1,” she said. She said
by developing that lot, which she noted
is owned by the township, that it “af-
forded the opportunity to continue the
retail streetscape all the way up. Once
you have an interruption with a parking
lot, it ruins things. So, I think it is worth
discussing,” she said.

Mr. Andrews said in a rebuttal that he
feels the downtown needs more recre-
ation spaces. “I’d like to see more pub-
lic spaces that draw out the commu-
nity,” Mr. Andrews said.

With more development comes ad-
ditional vehicular traffic and in turn
pedestrian safety measures need to be
addressed. They were asked how they
would address safety and traffic mea-
sures.

Mr. Andrews and Ms. Miller Prunty
both said there needs to be a regional
approach to the roads and public trans-
portation, considering the development
happening up and down the Rahway
Valley Line corridor.

Mr. Siliato said the municipality needs
to keep up with its infrastructure and
roadways, work with the engineer to
update it, and “lean on the county” to
address their roads and signage/road
markings in the community.

Ms. O’Connor said, “public trans-
portation is a key part of this” to get cars
off the road. When the zoning and
planning boards hear applications, she
said traffic needs to be addressed. Also,
she said that the township needs to
work with police on traffic-calming
measures.

Mr. Siliato added the “Police De-
partment does an excellent job here in
town in regards to safety.”

Mr. Siliato, Ms. O’Connor and Mr.
Andrews all cited that better education
of the rules of the road and enforcement
needs to be stepped up.

Mr. Andrews said more lighted pe-
destrian signs throughout town would
be an improvement, as well as “to find
a way to make it safer at Dreyer’s Farm”
because people are crossing the road
there without a crosswalk. Ms. Miller
Prunty said the DMC, when she was
director, had a “walk audit” that was
done to make intersections more
walkable. “It is a serious issue,” she
said.

To see the full debate, watch it on TV-
35 online, cranfordtv35.viebit.com, or
on the channel’s Facebook page. Elec-
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Cranford Twn. Committee
out of the plan to make changes to
reduce flooding along the Rahway
River, the candidates were asked how
they would address flood mitigation
projects.

All four candidates had stated that
there needs to be support from the
federal and state government, as well as
the local communities that lie along the
Rahway River.

With the township seeing new devel-
opments going up over recent years, the
candidates were asked their opinion on
offering developers a Payment in Lieu
of Taxes (PILOT) program and if the
schools should get a cut of the PILOT
since the program does not set aside for
schools.

Ms. Miller Prunty said, “At this point,
Cranford has become quite a desirable
community, I don’t see the need for a
PILOT going forward.”

Ms. O’Connor said, “I don’t rule
them out entirely, I think sometimes
they do have a place and it depends on
the circumstances.” She said the 225-
unit apartment complex going up at
Birchwood Avenue, that the township
committee had the “goal to reduce den-
sity” when it decided to buy the prop-
erty and “a part of that deal to get a
developer to buy into that project a
PILOT was considered,” she said.

Mr. Andrews said, “I certainly want
to see the school system get funded to
the extent it should be…I want to make
sure they get an equitable piece of any
development.” He felt that PILOTs
should be viewed on a “case by case
approach.”

“I’m in agreement with Mr. Andrews.
A PILOT program should be looked at
case by case…we may need that extra
incentive to bring a project forward,”
Mr. Siliato said.

Westfield Fire
Prevention Bureau

reminds all to change
smoke detector
batteries when

changing the clocks
for Daylight Savings

Time.
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Westfield Bd. of Ed.
long-term solutions for creating and
maintaining a positive and equitable
climate.”

Superintendent Dolan said that she
had previously attempted to work with
the program, and that the district was
approved by the ADL to begin the
program last month.

Parents voiced concern over the re-
sponse to such incidents. One parent
stated that after a previous incident at
Edison Intermediate School, adminis-
trators held assemblies telling students
that this type of behavior would not be
tolerated. Superintendent Dolan said
that “whenever we (the board, admin-
istrators, teachers, etc.) are made
aware” of such incidents, they are taken
care of immediately.

Mr. Galligan added that conse-
quences for vandalism will follow the
district’s code of conduct and can
range from a Saturday detention to a
10-day out-of-school suspension.
Superintendent Dolan added that
when situations warrant the interven-
tion of the police department, perpe-
trators are given consequences both
in school and by the law. Ms. Oporto

asked what could be done immedi-
ately to clean up the “N-word” bath-
room graffiti reported during the
meeting. Business Administrator
Dana Sullivan said an email had been
sent to the appropriate persons.

Superintendent Dolan said the
school district will continue to pro-
mote the message that “students
should respect themselves, others, and
also their school community.” She
also said this “work is ongoing and
it’s important.”

In other ongoing work by the board,
the New Jersey Department of
Education’s Office of School Pre-
paredness and Emergency Planning
will present “School Safety and Se-
curity for Parents” on Wednesday,
November 20, from 7 to 9 p.m., in the
Edison Intermediate School audito-
rium. Some topics to be discussed are
situational awareness, school safety
drills, recommended visitor proceed-
ings, and communication during a
crisis.

The next board meeting will be
Tuesday, November 12, at 7:30 p.m.,
at 302 Elm Street.

See More News
at goleader.com


