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Council Candidates Discuss
Current Issues in Westfield
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Seven candidates
in next month’s election for town
council squared off on Monday night
in a debate that addressed downtown
issues, municipal spending and revenues, parks and recreation and matters relating to the town’s four wards.
Four seats are up for grabs on November 5, with the council presently
split between four Democrats, plus
Democratic Mayor Shelley Brindle,
and four Republicans.
The 90-minute program sponsored
by The Westfield Leader kicked off
with a question for the candidates

about what they see as the biggest
issues in their particular wards. First
Ward Republican candidate Robert
Benacchio cited the lack of field space
for sports, the recent slate of thefts,
for which he suggested a neighborhood network, and pedestrian safety.
His opponent, Democrat Jim Boyes,
said that the “most common lament is
taxes; taxes are driving us out of
Westfield.” He suggested further efforts at controlling municipal costs
such as through lower insurance expenses.
Democrat Mark Parmelee, who is
seeking a seat in the Second Ward,
said implementing the strategic

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

GET YOUR TICKET...Westfield Town Hall’s community room has been transformed into a model train exhibition room. Gomez’s Dynamite Model Railway
exhibit has trains from The Model Railroad Club of Union County, Central Jersey
N-Trak, and the Gersten family, whose small-scale model railroad layout was built
to represent major Westfield landmarks, past and present. There also is art from
Charles Addams and historical photos displayed. See addamsfest.com for details.

Cranford Receives FEMA
Grant for Home Elevations
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – A new wave of flood
control grant funding is making its way
into the township. Six homes located
near the Rahway River have been approved by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to be elevated and will give the township close
to $2 million to make it happen.
The federal share of the grant funding is $1,668,563 while the balance of
$57,536 is to be split amongst two of
the six homes. Those two homes were
granted to receive 90 percent of the
FEMA funding. The other four homes
will be given 100 percent of the cost to
elevate their homes. The homes that
were submitted in the grant request
from the township are described as
being sever repetitive loss (the four
homes) or have a repetitive loss (the
two homes) after a flood has hit.
“We submit severe repetitive loss
and repetitive loss to balance out the
cost befit ratio to make our application
more appealing to FEMA,” said Commissioner Thomas Hannen, Jr., who
also sits on the flood advisory board.
The homes that have been approved
to receive the grant funding are: 105
Edgewood Road, 12 Forest Avenue,

14 Kensington Avenue, 610 Riverside Drive, 2 Venetia Avenue and 9
Richmond Avenue.
The township had once before received grant funding from FEMA for
elevations, but at the times the
homeowners were receiving 75 percent of the cost to elevate about the
flood levels, while having to foot the
bill for the remaining 25 percent. It
has historically cost about $225,000
to elevate a home in Cranford, Mr.
Hannen said, and homeowners had to
pay roughly over $50,000 in their
share in the first phase of grants.
The township committee at last
Tuesday’s meeting passed three resolutions that will move the elevations forward. Those resolutions will allow the
township to advertise for proposals for
a grant administrator, for construction
management to oversee the process,
and for architectural services to design
how the homes will be elevated.
Typically, elevated homes would be
required to have its first floor elevated
to one foot above base flood elevation
as shown in the FEMA maps. But the
township seeks stronger flood control
by elevating the homes higher to one
foot above the flood levels recorded
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred R. Rossi for The Westfield Leader

PIE, ANYONE?..Apple pies of every shape, size and recipe were a big attraction
at the AppleFest event at the Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center in
Westfield during Union County's Four Centuries in a Weekend celebration.

parks plan and bike safety is a priority in his district. His Republican
opponent, Richard Bodmer, was
unable to take part in Monday’s
forum.
Third Ward Republican Councilman Mark LoGrippo said public
safety is “something that is always on
my mind,” noting that increased development in Westfield and Garwood
will lead to an increase in traffic. He
said the flashing beacons program
has been very successful as has the
recently-installed traffic light at Lamberts Mill Road and Rahway Road.
His Democratic opponent, Jennifer
Gilman, said that as she campaigns
door-to-door, residents are concerned
with infrastructure and road paving,
sidewalks, flooding and direct, peaktime train service into New York.
Fourth Ward Republican incumbent Doug Stokes highlighted his
teamwork with Councilwoman Dawn
Mackey on such matters as PSE&G’s
proposed 69kv power line. “We need
to make sure we handle that smartly,”
he said. He also mentioned Tamaques
Park, saying that “we need a playing
field for our kids.” His Democratic
opponent, Scott Katz, said issues in
Ward 4 are getting a one-seat train
ride, road resurfacing, and the future
of Tamaques Park. “I want to maintain the natural beauty of that park,”
he said. “I don’t think it makes sense
to make that into a sports facility.”
The candidates were asked several
questions about the downtown business district, including the current
vacancy rate, the future of the Rialto
Theatre and their vision for the downtown in the coming years. Messrs.
Parmelee, LoGrippo and Boyes and
Ms. Gilman agreed that implementing the town’s master plan is key.
“Addressing parking is a big deal” for
both employees and shoppers, Ms.
Gilman added. Mr. Stokes called atCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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TOWN COUNCIL DEBATE...Westfield Town Council candidates participated in a forum moderated by Fred Rossi of The
Westfield Leader (not pictured) Monday night at the municipal building. Pictured, from left to right, are: Ward 1 candidates
Democrat Jim Boyes and Republican Robert Benacchio, Ward 2 candidate Democrat Mark Parmelee, Ward 3 candidates
Republican Councilman Mark LoGrippo and Democrat Jennifer Gilman, and Ward 4 candidates Republican Councilman
Doug Stokes and Democrat Scott Katz.

Garwood Cands. Air Views
On Services, Redevelopment
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD - Incumbent Democratic council members Jennifer
Blumenstock, Marc Lazarow and
Russell Graham, all of whom are seeking reelection, debated Republican
challengers Bill Bellomo, Joe
Nicastro and Victor Stevens Thursday at a forum sponsored by The
Pointe condominium association.
Each candidate read a two-minute
introduction, closing, and responded
to various questions on topics includ-

Hate Speech Topic of Panel
During Forum at UCC
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — State Assembly
Republican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) moderated a panel on “The Serious Issue
of Hate Speech and Division in
America” Monday at The Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in
Cranford.
Featured members of the panel included current New Jersey Attorney
General Gurbir S. Grewal; Executive
Director of the State and Local Government Program at Georgetown Law
School Meryl J. Chertoff; former New
Jersey Attorney General and U.S.
Senator Jeffrey Chiesa; former NJ
NAACP Political Director Walter
Fields and former New Jersey Attorney General Christopher S. Porrino.
The purpose of the panel discussion
was to bring attention to the rise in
documented hate and bias crimes in
recent years as reflected by statistical
data.
“In 2016, the reported number of
bias and hate crimes in New Jersey
was 417,” Mr. Grewal said. “In 2017
the number was 549. In 2018 the
number increased to 569. We are not
done with 2019, and as of October 1,
there were 705 documented hate and
bias crimes in New Jersey. I think
what that shows you is that incidents
of bias and hate in this state are on the
rise.”
The Internet and social media took
a beating on this night, with panelists
in agreement that the growth of this
technology has provided platforms to
those who harbor hateful ideology.
“Things have gotten much worse
because of the rise of the right on the
Internet,” said Ms. Chertoff, a former
Westfield resident. “It is not an accident. A lot of these groups are well
funded. They are finding
spokespeople at the high levels of

government and society and they are
working at the grassroots level to
recruit.”
Mr. Bramnick asked Mr. Fields for
his unique perspective on the issue of
hate.
“You really have to look at what we
are doing in our public school system
to make sure that children are aware
of the cultural diversity that we have
in New Jersey and respect that. What
are we doing in communities so that
neighbors actually know each other
again? I always tell the story that the
only reason my wife and I purchased
a home in Maplewood was because
when my wife and I were looking at
the house, a soon-to-be white neighbor walked out and said to us that she
really hoped we would buy the house
and that it would be great to have us
there. That started a 22-year friendship. Part of it is interpersonal, part of
it is systemic, but I will not say that it
is new. I think it has always been
there.”
Mr. Bramnick asked Mr. Porrino
whether it is ever acceptable for public figures and elected officials to be
confronted at restaurants or while out
with their families.
“I think that when you sign up for
the job, you go in with your eyes
open. It goes with the territory,” Mr.
Porrino responded.
Mr. Chiesa weighed in on the same
topic. “When I was in the Senate, I
saw it. Folks would be confronted, on
both sides. I always thought it was
terribly unfair. Luckily for me, nobody knew who the hell I was. So I
never had that problem. When people
are trying to enjoy their personal lives,
I think that kind of thing is completely
off limits.”
Mr. Grewal brought up a statistic
relating to who the actual perpetrators of bias and hate crimes are and

ing shared-service agreements, redevelopment projects, and other borough-related topics.
A Garwood resident for more than
30 years, Mr. Stevens has volunteered
on the Garwood First Aid Squad.
Professionally, he works as a local
engineer while spending free time
raising money for children with special needs.
Mr. Stevens stated that he will focus on three key areas if elected:
taxes, schools and public safety.
“My taxes are higher now than my
mortgage to buy into Garwood,” Mr.
Stevens said.
The candidate said he will be living
off a “small pension” and Social Security some day, which is why he will

focus on making Garwood’s financials
“leaner.”
Mr. Nicastro has been a Garwood
resident for five years and is raising a
three-year old daughter. Professionally, he is a public works employee in
another community. Mr. Nicastro said
his extensive knowledge of public
works, town operations, including
catch basin repair, tree removal, as
well as building and grounds repairs,
will be applicable if serving on the
council.
“I am doing this because I love
where I live; I want the kids of
Garwood to have a future here. I want
the people of our town to have a
voice. I want Garwood to put us on
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Letters -- “Their Opposition to
Forced Consolidation of Our
Schools” by Vincent Kearney,
Garwood; “Mary Ann Kjetsaa for
Garwood BOE” by Carolyn Warchol,
Garwood; “Please Support Rob
Benacchio For Town Council” by
Andrew Wasserman, Westfield;
“Vote for Stevens, Nicastro &
Bellomo” by Thomas MacInnis,
Garwood; “These Democrats Do Not
Represent the Best of Garwood” by
Bernie Segebade, Garwood.

Community -- “Westfield YMCA
Kindergarten Visits Fire Department.”
Sports -- Summit Burns Blue Devil
Boys on PKs in UCT Semi; Blue
Devil Boys Win UCC XC, WF Girls
3rd; Soccer Blue Devils Advance to
UC Finals Via Shootout; Cougars Disrupt Royals, 2-1, in UCT Girls Soccer Semi; Cougar Gridders Recoil;
Prey on JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0; Br
H2O Downs Westfield, 17-6, in Classic Football Showdown; Raiders Stun
Cougars In Girls’ Soccer.

Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader

EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY COOKING...The Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield was built in 1740 by Samuel Miller. This past Sunday, docents costumed
in 18th-century clothing showed visitors the process of cooking over an open
hearth as part of Union County’s Four Centuries in a Weekend festivities.
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LIFE IN 1840s...The Crane-Phillips House in Cranford was built in 1840 by
Josiah Crane. It was built to use rainwater that would be stored in the watertight
basement and used for cooking. Crane-Phillips was one of the many local museums
open this past weekend as part of Union County’s Four Centuries in a Weekend.

Lincoln School Students’
Test Scores Announced
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Lincoln School Principal Mary Emmons presented the New
Jersey Student Learning Assessment
(NJSLA) grade 3 through grade 8 testing
results for Lincoln School at the October
15 meeting of the board of education.
Lincoln School students in all grades except grade 5 outperformed the state average on English Language Arts (ELA),
stated Ms. Emmons. The NJSLA tests
both mathematics and ELA.
Lincoln School grade 3 outperformed
the New Jersey state average at meeting or
exceeding expectations in the ELA subject category by over 15 percent, stated
Ms. Emmons. Lincoln School students
met or exceeded expectations in a majority
of 65.6 percent while the state average was
50.3 percent, Ms. Emmons said. Lincoln
School grade 8 tested at meeting or exceeding expectations in the ELA subject
category by 81.4 percent while the state
average was 62.8 percent.
Lincoln School grade 5 students tested
below the state average at meeting or
exceeding expectations in the ELA category, with 51 percent of students meeting
or exceeding expectations compared to
the state average of 57.9 percent.
The NJSLA test is scored amongst five
categories expressed as Level 1 not yet
meeting expectations, Level 2 partially
meeting expectations, Level 3 approaching expectations, Level 4 meeting expectations, and Level 5 exceeding expectations, Ms. Emmons explained.
Each student receives a numerical score
based on a number of questions answered
correctly versus incorrectly. The numerical number would place the student within
a category.
Between grades 3 through 8, including
grade 8 Algebra, Lincoln School students
outperformed the state average in five of
the seven grades, with Lincoln students
having underperformed the state average
in mathematics, stated Ms. Emmons.
A total of 38.8 percent of Lincoln grade
5 students met or exceeded expectations in
the mathematics content category. Ms.

Emmons said 23.8 percent of Lincoln
grade 8 students met or exceeded expectations compared to the state average of 29.3
percent.
Lincoln grade 7 students outperformed
the state average by 7 percent in the mathematics category, stated Ms. Emmons,
saying 50 percent of the grade level met or
exceeded expectations in mathematics
compared to the state average of 42.1
percent.
Resident and teacher Dana Parkhill said
Lincoln’s grade 5 last year (the current
grade 6) students may have had a disadvantage created by a large class size. Ms.
Parkhill said the grade 5 student population is above average for Garwood’s typical classroom size.
“Maybe three groups would be better
for that class versus two groups, especially
in math,” Ms. Parkhill told the board.
Ms. Emmons said Lincoln administrators will consider three groups versus two
groups for larger student population grades
in the future and for the grade 5 cohort
moving forward.
Following the NJSLA testing results,
the district developed intervention strategies to elicit intellectual and testing score
growth amongst the student population.
Ms. Emmons said the district will implement increased differentiation in the classroom to help the students improve from
meeting expectations (level 4) to exceeding expectations (level 5). In addition,
students who already receive special-education services and students who did not
meet expectations will be provided with
one or more of the following interventions.
The district will implement intervention strategies including in-class support,
basic skills improvement programs, increased personalized instruction and practice based on IXL analytics, homework
club, as well as extra help during lunch
time, stated Ms. Emmons. She said the
IXL analytics is a new intervention strategy. IXL analytics will provide parents
with a portal identifying the students setbacks and progress on specific content
areas throughout the year.

Cranford FEMA Grant
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

during Hurricane Irene, which is “about
two feet above base flood elevation” on
the FEMA map, Mr. Hannen said, to
protect the homes from flooding.
The homeowners who go ahead
with the FEMA-funded elevations will
need to submit an elevation certificate and be reassessed for flood insurance, which will dramatically reduce their flood insurance costs.
The basement in elevated homes are
no longer a usable space but rather a
space where the flood waters can easily
flow through, which is through flood
vents instead of windows, which in turn
reduces stress on the foundation walls
by lowering the levels of hydraulic
pressure, Mr. Hannen explained.
The elevations are expected to begin
next summer and can take about threeto four months to complete. During the
process, part of the grant funding, about
$6,000 per household, covers living
expenses while the homeowners are
living elsewhere during the construction period, Mr. Hannen said.
While these elevations will greatly
reduce insurance costs some annual
premiums going from thousands to
just a few hundred dollars, others
who live in flood zones in Cranford
are seeing rising flood insurance rates.
Mr. Hannen said those homeowners
who purchased their homes more recently in the flood area are seeing
those hikes in insurance. At a recent
township committee meeting, the
homeowner of 9 Richmond Avenue

(one of the homes selected to be elevated) said his insurance rate went
from just under $3,000 to over
$10,000 in a four-year period.
While those who have lived longer
in their home have a “grandfather
clause,” Mr. Hannen said, thanks to a
bill passed by Senator Bob Menendez
(D-NJ) in 2014 that caps the amount
the national flood insurance premium
can be raised to property owners who
would have otherwise been “mapped
into higher risk” zones, according to
a press release on Sen. Menendez’s
website (Mar. 4, 2014).
Another flood control project on
tap in the township is Phase 2B. This
will connect additional storm sewers
along Riverside Drive and streets that
are tertiary to Riverside Drive to the
pump station located on Riverside
Drive. Roads such as Riverside Drive
and Richmond Avenue, “they wind
up having no place for the water to
go” with the old system in the storm
sewers, Mr. Hannen said.
With that project underway, the
township is “going back to the DEP
(New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection) for permission” to
move forward with design plans for
flood improvements at Orchard
Brook, Mr. Hannen said.
“That flooding is really getting
onerous,” he said adding that the new
apartment buildings being constructed
in Garwood will only further add to
the flooding of Orchard Brook.

tention to a report by the Downtown
Task Force and said the town should
act on its recommendations. Mr.
Stokes also urged more attention on
promoting the downtown, making it
more user-friendly and thinking of
new ways to revitalize the area.
Mr. Katz called for “building the
brand of Westfield” and finding interesting and creative retailers. Mr.
Benacchio called for the town to move
at a more rapid pace in making
changes to allow for new types of
businesses to come in, incentives to
tenants, improving parking via a mobile app that shows available parking
spots and the development of a network of downtown businesses. Mr.
Boyes also said parking improvements are needed.
All the candidates agreed that the
Rialto Theatre needed to be preserved,
if not to show movies then as some
type of a cultural arts facility.
Mr. LoGrippo said he would like to
see it reopen, but if a theater is not
viable going forward he would like to
see it as a cultural hub dedicated to
the arts, or a mixed-use property.
The Rialto not being in existence
“is not an option,” Ms. Gilman said.
She said one option could be to seek
historic designation for the building.
“It’s an important landmark in town
and we need to protect it as such,”
Ms. Gilman said.
Mr. Stokes agreed, saying that “historic preservation is the way to go.”
Mr. Katz said he could envision the
theater, which closed abruptly in August, as a space for live music and
food, and a performing arts center.
Mr. Benacchio suggested to transform the theater into a space that
would show films, while also offering
classes for children and a space for
the performing arts.
Mr. Boyes said he favored keeping
the Rialto as a viable operation while
maintaining it as a landmark.
Mr. Parmelee admitted that “the
reality of the business landscape for
theaters has changed,” adding that
the future use of the Rialto “needs to
be reimagined.”
The candidates were also asked
where they saw the direction of the
downtown’s future. Mr. Stokes said
he would like to see it be attractive for
both young people and senior citizens. Mr. Katz favored making the
downtown a dining destination along
with independent stores, to create a
mix of businesses. Mr. Benacchio
called for more flexible zoning for
businesses looking to come into town.
Mr. Boyes said better parking availability for both shoppers and employees was important to boosting foot
traffic.
More foot traffic combined with
higher density “will drive the downtown economy,” Mr. Parmelee said.
He also applauded the various new
weekend events on Quimby Street
and the annual AddamsFest as important to increasing foot traffic.
Mr. LoGrippo said the rents in the
downtown are high in comparison to
nearby downtowns based on conversations he has had with business owners considering downtown Westfield.
“At the end, we have to be a destination,” he said.
Ms. Gilman disagreed, saying that
while rents may have been high a
decade ago, at present they are “on
par” with nearby downtowns. She
said a variety of businesses are necessary to drive foot traffic, and support
from the Downtown Westfield Corporation is necessary. Also, 24-hour
operations in Ward 3 are a concern,
especially if further zoning changes
are made, Ms. Gilman said.
Responding to a question about
ways to keep municipal expenses
under control and municipal revenues
healthy, Mr. Benacchio said he would
look at negotiating labor contracts
and insurance to reduce non-discretionary items in the budget. “We are
spending surplus too quickly,” he
added.
Finding new sources of additional
revenue to offset expenses is key, Mr.
Boyes said. Investing in capital purchases to reduce long-term maintenance costs and utilizing technology
to be more efficient were among his
suggestions.
Mr. Parmelee said he feels the town
surplus is “healthy” and can be used
for equipment replacement and road
repairs.
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Mr. LoGrippo said the surplus is
important for times when an unexpected circumstance arises, such as
when emergency funds were needed
in the wake of Hurricane Sandy in
2012. He favored using the surplus to
reduce property taxes, especially for
seniors.
Ms. Gilman said the zero-percent
tax levy increase this year was appreciated during the recent property revaluation. “High taxes are a concern
here,” she said. To reduce expenses,
she said it is important to seek out
additional grant funds.
Mr. Stokes said hiring “great
people” for lead roles in the town is
key, as is seeking grant money for
various initiatives promoted by the
town’s Green Team.
Mr. Katz agreed that the town needs
a surplus, “but not at the expense of
our infrastructure. Our roads are horrendous,” he said. Mr. Katz cautioned
against using revenue from parking
violations “to pay our bills. There has
to be better ways.” Mr. Katz favored
using surplus funds to invest in technology, reduce taxes and for other
efficiencies.
With more than 20 percent of the
property tax levy earmarked for the
county government, the candidates
were questioned about whether
Westfield is getting a fair share of that
money back.
Mr. Parmelee said the town should
seek out further county grants.
Mr. LoGrippo pointed out that
Westfield is “the tenth largest town in
Union County, yet we get the least
amount back in services.” Mr.
LoGrippo vowed to work with people
from both parties to improve that
showing.
Ms. Gilman said the town needs to
also “seek shared-services where applicable.”
Mr. Stokes said Westfield needs
“to start having conversations with
the county” about “how we are going
to get some of that money back.” Mr.
Stokes credited the county government for its assistance in putting up
safety signs such as the Hawk lights.
Mr. Katz said that continuing to
foster the “good relationship” the current administration has with the county
freeholders is important.
Mr. Benacchio stated that “$41
million of our money goes to the
county” and said that “we need to
start asking why they are taking as
much as they are taking and not letting that money stay in Westfield. We
need to change the relationship to
keep more money here.”
Mr. Boyes said he believes the
county is supplying many services to
the town, and that the “fractured”
relationship with the county is “improving.” Mr. Boyes also agreed with
some of the others that grants need to
be pursued further.
A question about conditions at the
town’s parks and ballfields led to a
variety of responses.
Mr. LoGrippo said he was “committed to moving Westfield forward
in updating the parks.”
Ms. Gilman said, “Our parks are
not just for athletes” so “we need to
make sure our parks are meeting the
needs of everyone in the community.” She agreed with the current
strategic plan process to look at the
town’s parks and recreation facilities.
Mr. Stokes said the master plan is
“broad” but not specific and so the
town needs to move faster to get
parks and field improvements completed. “With all the usage fees we
collected, what time frame? I want
to make sure that time frame is sped
up so our families can enjoy these
ballparks,” he said.
Mr. Katz noted that he lives across
from Tamaques Park and “sitting in
my front porch I have a great view of
the path leading out to the pond and
I would hate to have anything happen to that because it’s a lovely point
of view for us.” He said the park has
many uses, such as 5K races, walking and playgrounds. While he agreed
that more kids are playing sports in
the park, “it doesn’t mean we turn
our parks into athletic fields.” He
said the town needs to work with the
board of education. Also, he suggested the possibility of putting a
field on a roof or other “out-of-thebox ideas.”
Mr. Benacchio said the master plan
process “takes too long” and only
gives “an overarching view.” He said
the town should implement the
Tamaques Park plan. “We need a
more active and stronger rec. commission,” he said, adding the panel
could help in the scheduling of field
use. “We gotta play our home games
at home,” Mr. Benacchio said.
Mr. Boyes, supporting the strategic parks plan process, said the
“fields are always being used and as
a result we are not able to properly
maintain them.”
Mr. Parmelee said after he looked
into the Tamaques Park plan, it does
not address parking problems, “it
barely enhanced the field and included a 9,000-square-foot structure
in the middle of the park.” He said he
was “committed to improving the
fields” and said the “goal is to plan
for generations to come and is an
opportunity to be a leader.”
The debate can be viewed at http:/
/www.goleader.com/misc/services/
video/19oct21-WF-Forum/TV36 as
well as on TV-36 and the town’s
Facebook page.

Courtesy of Christopher Loder

LEADER AT PENN STATE...Westfield showed up in full force for Saturday’s
White Out at Penn State along with a copy of The Westfield Leader. Everyone in
this photo is a Westfield resident. The Nittany Lions defeated Michigan. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Grace Loder, Alissa Witzel, Joe Dwyer, Brendan Loder,
Chris Loder, Jeff Dattilo, Sam Della Fera, Rich Bodmer, Claire Loder, Erin
McAndrew, Regan Schultz and Mark Szollar.

Garwood Council
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

the map, where it belongs,” the candidate said.
Mr. Bellomo is a United States
Army veteran who sits on the
Garwood Little League Board of Directors, often frequenting various
borough functions. Mr. Bellomo’s
father was an Elizabeth Fire Department captain.
Mr. Bellomo stated that on the way
to the debate he was listening to John
Mellencamp’s song “Small Town.”
“That’s what we are. We are all a
part of a small community,” said Mr.
Bellomo.
Democratic incumbent and Council President, Mr. Lazarow, began
serving on the council in 2016. Previously, Councilman Lazarow served
as the governing body’s finance committee chairman, amongst other various sub-committee leadership positions.
“I intend to keep taxes in check, but
not sacrifice the quality of our services,” he said.
Councilman Lazarow stated that
Garwood had the “three lowest successive property-tax increases” in two
decades.
“It required going line-by-line,
meeting for hours with the department heads, making thoughtful cuts,
and being aware of our five-year capital plan,” Councilman Lazarow said.
Councilman Lazarow stated that
he wants to continue leadership that
allows “residents to be heard.”
In collaboration with Mayor Sara
Todisco, Councilman Graham and
Councilwoman Blumenstock, Councilman Lazarow launched the bipartisan Citizens Advisory Panel.
“Over the past three years, we have
held multiple town halls about the
Russo property, as well as the fire
department’s ladder truck,” Councilman Lazarow said.
Councilwoman Blumenstock has
served on the borough council since
2016. Ms. Blumenstock has created
programs to celebrate volunteers, such
as the volunteer discount card. She
also implemented the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service in the borough.
“We have a team of hardworking
residents who have come together
and rolled up their sleeves to support
Garwood’s environment,” said Councilwoman Blumenstock, describing
the newly-created Green Team.
Councilwoman Blumenstock stated
that she wants to focus on delivering
a “low tax impact” while addressing
any redevelopment issues and continuing to negotiate beneficial opportunities for Garwood residents.
Councilman Graham was appointed
by Mayor Todisco to fill her vacated
council seat in 2017. He has represented Garwood as a liaison to the
Union Country Transportation Board.
As buildings and ground subcommittee chairman, Councilman Graham
oversaw the “much-needed repairs to
the firehouse roof,” stated Councilman Graham.
Councilman Graham said he has
advocated for NJ Transit to restore
one-seat rides to New York City.
“What should the borough be doing now to prepare for the traffic and
other problems that growth will produce?” asked Bill Connolly, who
served as moderator for the event.
Councilman Lazarow stated that
public input groups such as the Citizens Advisory Panel allow Mayor
Todisco and council members to effect changes within the borough’s
ordinances to adjust to whatever
changes redevelopment may bring to
the municipality.
Councilwoman Blumenstock stated
that Councilman Lazarow, Councilman Graham and herself have “already begun planning for it,” by establishing a joint committee consisting of Mayor Todisco, the borough
council, the board of education and
Garwood’s planning board.
Councilman Graham said it is important to realize the developments
were considered to be implemented
as part of a transit community, which

could manifest less traffic than anticipated.
“Speculating. All we’re doing is
speculating,” said Mr. Bellomo, criticizing the incumbents’ belief that the
Raritan Valley Line’s one-seat rides
to New York City will be restored.
Raritan Valley Line “one-seat rides”
would make commutes into New York
City easier, stated Mr. Bellomo. However, to have more one-seat rides,
“another tunnel into (New York City)
would have to be built,” he said.
“Stop speculation,” Mr. Bellomo
said.
Mr. Nicastro stated that a 25-percent population increase would be
substantial and that the council must
consider more crosswalks, crossing
guards and other public safety concerns related to more traffic.
“Garwood has shared-service
agreements with Fanwood for a DPW
superintendent, with Cranford for a
building inspector, and with Westfield
for other services. Are all of them
working to our advantage?” asked
moderator Mr. Connolly.
“I’m totally in favor of looking at
better options if better options actually exist,” Councilman Lazarow said.
Mr. Lazarow said the council has
saved Garwood $70,000 annually by
sharing a DPW superintendent with
Fanwood.
Mr. Nicastro stated that he is “not a
fan” of Garwood’s shared-service
agreement terms with Fanwood. “We
should be getting more from Fanwood,” he said. Mr. Nicastro said
making the borough engineer a parttime DPW director would save additional funds invested into the shared
DPW director with Fanwood.
Mr. Bellomo said Garwood spent
money on a street sweeper because
Fanwood was not sweeping the
Garwood streets appropriately. He
said expenses must be budgeted for,
as Garwood’s debt keeps going up.
“We invested in a street sweeper,”
Councilman Graham responded.
Councilman Graham said the previous Garwood-owned street sweeper
had been around since the 1990s and
the borough could no longer find parts
nor was interested in paying constant
repair costs.
Mr. Stevens said additional sharedservice agreements involving borough
court services could save Garwood
additional funds each year.
“We never accept just what we have;
we always try to get more,” said Councilman Graham on the council’s mentality towards shared-service agreements.

Forum
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

how the numbers among this demographic are rising.
“In 2018, 46 percent of the known
actors in bias incidents in this state
were juveniles. The majority of those
incidents took place on college campuses, universities or elementary
schools. Social media, political rhetoric and the rise of hate groups are all
creating the perfect storm for what
has happened since 2016 in contributing to these rising numbers,” Mr.
Grewal said.
The panelists were asked by Mr.
Bramnick what their greatest fears
were regarding the state of affairs.
“Civil unrest was probably in the
top two or three fears I had when I was
attorney general,” Mr. Porrino said.
“There are a number of different ways
that can manifest itself. Charlottesville
(where a car was driven into a crowd
of people during a white supremacist
group rally and counter rally in 2017)
is a perfectly horrible example. Standing up for each other, I think, is the
message we should be taking away
from this forum.”
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Karen Mitchell Sworn In As
New SP-F BOE Member
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Karen A.
Mitchell was sworn in last Thursday
as the newest member of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education,
filling a board vacancy.
Ms. Mitchell, a licensed social
worker, was picked earlier this month
to fill a vacancy left by the resignation
of Cynthia Clancy. Ms. Clancy and her
family moved to Texas. Ms. Mitchell’s
term will expire in November of 2020.
To fill the seat for the duration of its
term, board members sought applicants to contact the board office by

the deadline of October 1.
The board then held an interview
night for all interested candidates,
which amounted to three on October
10 in the administration building on
Cedar Street. The meeting was open
to the public.
In other business, the board recognized its newly-tenured staff at a ceremony preceding the regular business of the board meeting.
Teachers receiving tenure included
Avery Boettcher and Reyna Martoccia
from School One; Joanne Boettcher,
Lynee Cinella, Jennifer Drechel,
Cristhian Mora-Franco, Courtney

Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood

FANWOOD CLERK RETIRING...Fanwood Council President Tom Kranz
announced Monday night that Fanwood Borough Clerk and Administrator
Eleanor McGovern is retiring at the end of the year after 35 years of service. She
is shown here during a tour in April 2019 of Bayshore Recycling.

Board OKs Zoning Change
For Route 22 Gas Station
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The planning
board last week approved a rezoning
amendment to the township’s master
plan and then endorsed a proposed
ordinance to codify that zoning
change.
At its October 16 meeting, the board
heard a presentation from planner
Michael Mistretta on whether the
property at 2650 Route 22, currently
in a residential zone, should be rezoned to the B-3 Highway Business
zone. The property — which lies on a
piece of land between the highway
and Mountain Avenue — is now, and
has been for decades, a gas station
and auto service facility.
Mr. Mistretta told the board that,
given the history of the property, he
could not justify keeping it in the R2 Residential zone. “It’s in the wrong
zone. It should have been in the B-3
zone a long time ago,” he said. The
property “entirely meets” the goal of
the master plan to have non-residential commercial businesses along the
Route 22 corridor, he said, adding
that any significant changes to the

property in the future would likely
require hearings before the planning
board or the zoning board of adjustment.
Several residents living near the
property expressed their opposition
to the zoning change, with Rolling
Knolls Road resident John Lama
wondering if the board knew what the
property owner intends to do with the
site. After Deputy Mayor Josh
Losardo said he had heard of plans to
turn the auto service building into a
convenience store, Board Chairman
Joseph Doyle cautioned against
speculating. “We don’t have any actual idea,” he said.
The board then voted unanimously
to endorse the zoning change’s addition to the master plan and then voted
to support the proposed ordinance
changing the zoning designation. The
township council will hold a public
hearing on the ordinance at its Tuesday, November 12 meeting.
The board also was briefed last
week on a few changes to the redevelopment plan for the Snuffy’s Pantagis
property. The 5.5-acre site is slated to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MAKING A NEW FRIEND...A petting zoo for the kids was one of the attractions
at Saturday's Harvest Festival at Frazee Park in Scotch Plains.

Noon-Vargas and Matthew Ritsko
from Park Middle School; Thomas
Andrews and Rachel Cuzzo from
Terrill Middle School, and Ashleigh
Boyce, Swati Bulusu, Michael
Hergenhan, Joshua Jordan, Kelly May,
Li Salewski and Theresa Skoog from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
Karen Wetherell was tenured as an
administrator and Jaclyn Tumolo was
tenured in the Department of Special
Services.
Michael Davis, Ryan Dominguez,
Darlene Kendrick, Michelle Napier
and Judi Resnicoff were all tenured
as central office staff.
In other business, it was announced
that during the week of November 15
through November 22, a new block
schedule will be piloted for students
at the high school.
It was explained that a block schedule allows students to have longer
class periods to have a more concentrated day.
Block scheduling also allows for
having those periods every other day.
For example, if a student had a 40minute math class daily, he or she
would instead have a math class for an
hour and 20 minutes every other day.
It was reported that the classes
would run 77 minutes per class and
also would give the students a slightly
longer lunch period.
Additionally, it was reported that
the concept of the block scheduling
process was one that came from the
strategic planning process meetings
that come up every few years within
the district. Other neighboring districts such as Clark adopted the A/B
block schedule a few years ago.
Audience members were further
reminded that this was just a trial
process to see if the new schedule
could be adopted.
The next board meeting will be
held tonight, October 24, at 7:30 p.m.,
in the administration building.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FOUR CENTURIES WEEKEND...Mayor Alexander Smith, center left, joins other Scotch Plains residents on Saturday at
the Shady Rest Clubhouse, which was among the highlights during Union County’s annual Four Centuries in a Weekend
celebration.

Eleanor McGovern Retiring
As Fanwood Borough Clerk
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – It was announced
Monday evening at the Fanwood
Borough Council’s regular meeting
that longtime Borough Administrator/Clerk Eleanor McGovern will retire at the end of the year.
Mrs. McGovern has served in her
current position for 35 years.
According to Council President
Tom Kranz, more details on her last
day will be reported at an upcoming
council meeting.
Mrs. McGovern started her career

Hate Speech Topic of Panel
During Forum at UCC
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — State Assembly
Republican Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) moderated a panel on “The Serious Issue
of Hate Speech and Division in
America” Monday at The Roy Smith
Theater at Union County College in
Cranford.
Featured members of the panel included current New Jersey Attorney
General Gurbir S. Grewal; Executive
Director of the State and Local Government Program at Georgetown Law
School Meryl J. Chertoff; former New
Jersey Attorney General and U.S.
Senator Jeffrey Chiesa; former NJ
NAACP Political Director Walter
Fields and former New Jersey Attorney General Christopher S. Porrino.
The purpose of the panel discussion
was to bring attention to the rise in
documented hate and bias crimes in
recent years as reflected by statistical
data.
“In 2016, the reported number of
bias and hate crimes in New Jersey
was 417,” Mr. Grewal said. “In 2017
the number was 549. In 2018 the
number increased to 569. We are not
done with 2019, and as of October 1,
there were 705 documented hate and
bias crimes in New Jersey. I think
what that shows you is that incidents
of bias and hate in this state are on the
rise.”
The Internet and social media took
a beating on this night, with panelists
in agreement that the growth of this
technology has provided platforms to
those who harbor hateful ideology.
“Things have gotten much worse
because of the rise of the right on the
Internet,” said Ms. Chertoff, a former
Westfield resident. “It is not an accident. A lot of these groups are well
funded. They are finding

spokespeople at the high levels of
government and society and they are
working at the grassroots level to
recruit.”
Mr. Bramnick asked Mr. Fields for
his unique perspective on the issue of
hate.
“You really have to look at what we
are doing in our public school system
to make sure that children are aware
of the cultural diversity that we have
in New Jersey and respect that. What
are we doing in communities so that
neighbors actually know each other
again? I always tell the story that the
only reason my wife and I purchased
a home in Maplewood was because
when my wife and I were looking at
the house, a soon-to-be white neighbor walked out and said to us that she
really hoped we would buy the house
and that it would be great to have us
there. That started a 22-year friendship. Part of it is interpersonal, part of
it is systemic, but I will not say that it
is new. I think it has always been
there.”
Mr. Bramnick asked Mr. Porrino
whether it is ever acceptable for public figures and elected officials to be
confronted at restaurants or while out
with their families.
“I think that when you sign up for
the job, you go in with your eyes
open. It goes with the territory,” Mr.
Porrino responded.
Mr. Chiesa weighed in on the same
topic. “When I was in the Senate, I
saw it. Folks would be confronted, on
both sides. I always thought it was
terribly unfair. Luckily for me, nobody knew who the hell I was. So I
never had that problem. When people
are trying to enjoy their personal lives,
I think that kind of thing is completely
off limits.”
Mr. Grewal brought up a statistic

under Mayor Patricia M. Kuran in the
1980s. She has been a part of many
borough functions and volunteer activities throughout her more than three
decades of service, including organizing Christmas gifts from Fanwood
and Scotch Plains residents for special-needs children in Union County
in the 1990s.
Helping to fill the position that will
be vacated by Mrs. McGovern will be
the Government Strategy Group from
Shrewsbury.
The first reading of a resolution
was approved Monday evening for
the governing body to help identify a
new borough clerk. According to the
resolution, the individual will act as
the borough’s custodian of records,

secretary to the governing body and
administrator of local elections, as
well as other important governmental
duties.
The borough will pay the Government Strategy Group $9,950 for its
work in recruiting a new municipal
clerk.
In other business, the borough council recognized four members of the
Fanwood Garden Club for “implementing and facilitating the beautification of Fanwood’s downtown.”
These four members include Mary
Kelly, Suzanne Jacobs, Eileen Morris and Millie Yarcheski. Each volunteer was given a sketch of the
borough’s historical train station
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Letters -- “Their Opposition to
Forced Consolidation of Our
Schools” by Vincent Kearney,
Garwood; “Mary Ann Kjetsaa for
Garwood BOE” by Carolyn Warchol,
Garwood; “Please Support Rob
Benacchio For Town Council” by
Andrew Wasserman, Westfield;
“Vote for Stevens, Nicastro &
Bellomo” by Thomas MacInnis,
Garwood; “These Democrats Do Not
Represent the Best of Garwood” by
Bernie Segebade, Garwood.

Community -- “Westfield YMCA
Kindergarten Visits Fire Department.”
Sports -- Summit Burns Blue Devil
Boys on PKs in UCT Semi; Blue
Devil Boys Win UCC XC, WF Girls
3rd; Soccer Blue Devils Advance to
UC Finals Via Shootout; Cougars Disrupt Royals, 2-1, in UCT Girls Soccer Semi; Cougar Gridders Recoil;
Prey on JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0; Br
H2O Downs Westfield, 17-6, in Classic Football Showdown; Raiders Stun
Cougars In Girls’ Soccer.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRANSPORTATION HISTORY...Visitors view borough artifacts and historic
documents on Saturday at the Fanwood Train Station, which was one of the many
stops in Union County during the Four Centuries in a Weekend celebration.
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Fanwood Rec. Comm. Looks
At Master Plan, Local Events
By LAUREN A. SILVA
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Courtesy of Tom Kranz

WOMEN POWER...Pictured, from left to right, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr,
Andrea Stein of the Summit Democratic Committee, Westfield Mayor Shelley
Brindle and former State Assembly candidate Jill Lazare attend the October 17
fundraiser for the Fanwood Democratic Committee at Darby Road of Scotch
Plains in support of this year’s Fanwood candidates.

Fanwood Clerk McGovern
To Retire at Year’s End
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

building, as is the standard “thank
you” gift from the borough’s governing body.
In addition, the borough recognized October 20 to 26, 2019, as
National Friends of Libraries Week,
and October as National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month.
According to the borough’s statistics, more than 10 million women
and men fall victim to domestic
abuse from physical, emotional,
sexual, psychological and economic
control. In addition, it was noted
that at least 33 homicides have been
linked to domestic abuse yearly.
It was revealed that the Fanwood
Police Department participated in
the Union County Regional Domes-

tic Violence Response Team.
In addition, the council recognized October 6 through October
12 as National Fire Prevention Week
and confirmed that October also
will be recognized as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month and specifically
Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness.
The council read a resolution recognizing METAvivors of New Jersey as the first state chapter of the
group, which emphasizes metastatic
research and support.
The next Fanwood council meeting is scheduled for Monday, November 4, at 7 p.m., at Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine
Avenue, Fanwood.

Hate Speech Forum
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

relating to who the actual perpetrators of bias and hate crimes are and
how the numbers among this demographic are rising.
“In 2018, 46 percent of the known
actors in bias incidents in this state
were juveniles. The majority of those
incidents took place on college campuses, universities or elementary
schools. Social media, political rhetoric and the rise of hate groups are all
creating the perfect storm for what
has happened since 2016 in contributing to these rising numbers,” Mr.
Grewal said.
The panelists were asked by Mr.
Bramnick what their greatest fears

were regarding the state of affairs.
“Civil unrest was probably in the
top two or three fears I had when I was
attorney general,” Mr. Porrino said.
“There are a number of different ways
that can manifest itself. Charlottesville
(where a car was driven into a crowd
of people during a white supremacist
group rally and counter rally in 2017)
is a perfectly horrible example. Standing up for each other, I think, is the
message we should be taking away
from this forum.”

Support Local Journalism

be turned into a Lidl supermarket, a
51-space park-and-ride lot for bus
commuters and a separate, smaller
building situated closer to Route 22.
Mr. Mistretta said the developers have
agreed that there will be no drivethrough-type or fast-food restaurant
located in the second building, the
size of which will be expanded from
the earlier 6,000 square feet to 7,600
square feet.
The council at its November 12
meeting is scheduled to hold a public
hearing on the redevelopment plan.

Zoning Bd.
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Courtesy of Borough of Fanwood

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK…Fanwood Council President Tom Kranz, left,
reads a proclamation for Fire Prevention Week at Monday’s council meeting. The
council observed Fire Prevention Week with a visit from Fanwood Fire Chief John
Piccola, right, who reinforced reminders about fire safety practices and educating
young people regarding safety measures at home.

FANWOOD — There was much
discussion about the Forest Road Park
Master Plan and borough events at
Tuesday night’s meeting of the Fanwood Recreation Commission. The
borough’s Halloween events were
discussed at length.
Halloween festivities will take place
on Thursday, October 31, at 6 p.m.,
with a parade, costume contest, jacko’-lantern contest, music and refreshments. The parade begins outside the
Fanwood Memorial Library, located
at 5 Forest Road, and concludes at La
Grande Park. The borough’s holiday
celebration plans are underway and
will be held on Sunday, December 8,
on the front lawn of the Fanwood
Train Station.
Recreation
Director
Bob
Budiansky spoke about the status of
the Forest Road Park redevelopment
plan. Mr. Budiansky received an updated overlay of the park on Tuesday

from Gary Oliva at CME Associates.
Mr. Oliva spoke at the commission’s
September meeting.
“The playground area seems to have
shrunk. This gives the park less functionality for people,” Mr. Budiansky
said. Mr. Budiansky emailed Mr.
Oliva expressing his concerns. He is
awaiting a reply. Mr. Budiansky mentioned a matching grant, in the amount
of $52,000, that needs to be used
soon. The commission is considering
putting new dugouts in Forest Road
Park. Mr. Budiansky sent the dugout
information to Mr. Oliva.
Mr. Budiansky spoke about vacancies on the commission, of which
there currently are three. “The recreation commission consists of seven
full commissioners and four alternates,” Mr. Budiansky said. Anyone
interested should contact him.
The recreation commission’s next
meeting is Tuesday, November 26, at
7:45 p.m., at La Grande Park. All are
welcome to attend.

Garwood Cands. Air Views
On Services, Redevelopment
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD - Incumbent Democratic council members Jennifer
Blumenstock, Marc Lazarow and
Russell Graham, all of whom are seeking reelection, debated Republican
challengers Bill Bellomo, Joe
Nicastro and Victor Stevens Thursday at a forum sponsored by The
Pointe condominium association.
Each candidate read a two-minute
introduction, closing, and responded
to various questions on topics including shared-service agreements, redevelopment projects, and other borough-related topics.
A Garwood resident for more than
30 years, Mr. Stevens has volunteered
on the Garwood First Aid Squad.
Professionally, he works as a local
engineer while spending free time
raising money for children with special needs.
Mr. Stevens stated that he will focus on three key areas if elected:
taxes, schools and public safety.
“My taxes are higher now than my
mortgage to buy into Garwood,” Mr.
Stevens said.
The candidate said he will be living
off a “small pension” and Social Security some day, which is why he will
focus on making Garwood’s financials
“leaner.”
Mr. Nicastro has been a Garwood
resident for five years and is raising a
three-year old daughter. Professionally, he is a public works employee in
another community. Mr. Nicastro said
his extensive knowledge of public
works, town operations, including
catch basin repair, tree removal, as
well as building and grounds repairs,
will be applicable if serving on the
council.
“I am doing this because I love
where I live; I want the kids of
Garwood to have a future here. I want
the people of our town to have a
voice. I want Garwood to put us on
the map, where it belongs,” the candidate said.
Mr. Bellomo is a United States
Army veteran who sits on the
Garwood Little League Board of Directors, often frequenting various
borough functions. Mr. Bellomo’s
father was an Elizabeth Fire Department captain.
Mr. Bellomo stated that on the way
to the debate he was listening to John
Mellencamp’s song “Small Town.”
“That’s what we are. We are all a
part of a small community,” said Mr.
Bellomo.
Democratic incumbent and Council President, Mr. Lazarow, began
serving on the council in 2016. Previously, Councilman Lazarow served
as the governing body’s finance committee chairman, amongst other various sub-committee leadership positions.
“I intend to keep taxes in check, but
not sacrifice the quality of our services,” he said.
Councilman Lazarow stated that
Garwood had the “three lowest successive property-tax increases” in two
decades.
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“It required going line-by-line,
meeting for hours with the department heads, making thoughtful cuts,
and being aware of our five-year capital plan,” Councilman Lazarow said.
Councilman Lazarow stated that
he wants to continue leadership that
allows “residents to be heard.”
In collaboration with Mayor Sara
Todisco, Councilman Graham and
Councilwoman Blumenstock, Councilman Lazarow launched the bipartisan Citizens Advisory Panel.
“Over the past three years, we have
held multiple town halls about the
Russo property, as well as the fire
department’s ladder truck,” Councilman Lazarow said.
Councilwoman Blumenstock has
served on the borough council since
2016. Ms. Blumenstock has created
programs to celebrate volunteers, such
as the volunteer discount card. She
also implemented the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Day of Service in the borough.
“We have a team of hardworking
residents who have come together
and rolled up their sleeves to support
Garwood’s environment,” said Councilwoman Blumenstock, describing
the newly-created Green Team.
Councilwoman Blumenstock stated
that she wants to focus on delivering
a “low tax impact” while addressing
any redevelopment issues and continuing to negotiate beneficial opportunities for Garwood residents.
Councilman Graham was appointed
by Mayor Todisco to fill her vacated
council seat in 2017. He has represented Garwood as a liaison to the
Union Country Transportation Board.
As buildings and ground subcommittee chairman, Councilman Graham
oversaw the “much-needed repairs to
the firehouse roof,” stated Councilman Graham.
Councilman Graham said he has
advocated for NJ Transit to restore
one-seat rides to New York City.
“What should the borough be doing now to prepare for the traffic and
other problems that growth will produce?” asked Bill Connolly, who
served as moderator for the event.
Councilman Lazarow stated that
public input groups such as the Citizens Advisory Panel allow Mayor
Todisco and council members to effect changes within the borough’s
ordinances to adjust to whatever
changes redevelopment may bring to
the municipality.
Councilwoman Blumenstock stated
that Councilman Lazarow, Councilman Graham and herself have “already begun planning for it,” by establishing a joint committee consisting of Mayor Todisco, the borough
council, the board of education and
Garwood’s planning board.
Councilman Graham said it is important to realize the developments were
considered to be implemented as part
of a transit community, which could
manifest less traffic than anticipated.
“Speculating. All we’re doing is
speculating,” said Mr. Bellomo, criticizing the incumbents’ belief that the
Raritan Valley Line’s one-seat rides
to New York City will be restored.
Raritan Valley Line “one-seat rides”
would make commutes into New York
City easier, stated Mr. Bellomo. However, to have more one-seat rides,
“another tunnel into (New York City)
would have to be built,” he said.
“Stop speculation,” Mr. Bellomo
said.
Mr. Nicastro stated that a 25-percent population increase would be
substantial and that the council must
consider more crosswalks, crossing
guards and other public safety concerns related to more traffic.
“Garwood has shared-service
agreements with Fanwood for a DPW
superintendent, with Cranford for a
building inspector, and with Westfield
for other services. Are all of them
working to our advantage?” asked
moderator Mr. Connolly.
“I’m totally in favor of looking at
better options if better options actually exist,” Councilman Lazarow said.
Mr. Lazarow said the council has
saved Garwood $70,000 annually by
sharing a DPW superintendent with
CONTINUED ON NEXT COLUMN

Courtesy of Christopher Loder

LEADER AT PENN STATE...Westfield showed up in full force for Saturday’s
White Out at Penn State along with a copy of The Westfield Leader. Everyone in
this photo is a Westfield resident. The Nittany Lions defeated Michigan. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Grace Loder, Alissa Witzel, Joe Dwyer, Brendan Loder,
Chris Loder, Jeff Dattilo, Sam Della Fera, Rich Bodmer, Claire Loder, Erin
McAndrew, Regan Schultz and Mark Szollar.

Lincoln School Students’
Test Scores Announced
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – Lincoln School
Principal Mary Emmons presented
the New Jersey Student Learning
Assessment (NJSLA) grade 3 through
grade 8 testing results for Lincoln
School at the October 15 meeting of
the board of education. Lincoln
School students in all grades except
grade 5 outperformed the state average on English Language Arts (ELA),
stated Ms. Emmons. The NJSLA tests
both mathematics and ELA.
Lincoln School grade 3 outperformed the New Jersey state average
at meeting or exceeding expectations
in the ELA subject category by over
15 percent, stated Ms. Emmons. Lincoln School students met or exceeded
expectations in a majority of 65.6
percent while the state average was
50.3 percent, Ms. Emmons said. Lincoln School grade 8 tested at meeting
or exceeding expectations in the ELA
subject category by 81.4 percent while
the state average was 62.8 percent.
Lincoln School grade 5 students
tested below the state average at meeting or exceeding expectations in the
ELA category, with 51 percent of
students meeting or exceeding expectations compared to the state average of 57.9 percent.
The NJSLA test is scored amongst
five categories expressed as Level 1
not yet meeting expectations, Level 2
partially meeting expectations, Level
3 approaching expectations, Level 4
meeting expectations, and Level 5
exceeding expectations, Ms. Emmons
explained.
Each student receives a numerical
score based on number of questions
answered correctly versus incorrectly.
The numerical number would place
the student within a category.
Between grades 3 through 8 including grade 8 Algebra, Lincoln
School students outperformed the
state average in five of the seven
grades, with Lincoln students having
underperformed the state average in
mathematics, stated Ms. Emmons.
A total of 38.8 percent of Lincoln
grade 5 students met or exceeded
expectations in the mathematics con-

tent category. Ms. Emmons said 23.8
percent of Lincoln grade 8 students
met or exceeded expectations compared to the state average of 29.3
percent.
Lincoln grade 7 students outperformed the state average by 7 percent
in the mathematics category, stated
Ms. Emmons, saying 50 percent of
the grade level met or exceeded expectations in mathematics compared
to the state average of 42.1 percent.
Resident and teacher Dana Parkhill
said Lincoln’s grade 5 last year (the
current grade 6) students may have
had a disadvantage created by a large
class size. Ms. Parkhill said the grade
5 student population is above average for Garwood’s typical classroom
size.
“Maybe three groups would be
better for that class versus two groups,
especially in math,” Ms. Parkhill told
the board.
Ms. Emmons said Lincoln administrators will consider three groups versus two groups for larger student population grades in the future and for the
grade 5 cohort moving forward.
Following the NJSLA testing results, the district developed intervention strategies to elicit intellectual
and testing score growth amongst the
student population.
Ms. Emmons said the district will
implement increased differentiation in
the classroom to help the students improve from meeting expectations (level
4) to exceeding expectations (level 5).
In addition, students who already receive special-education services and
students who did not meet expectations will be provided with one or
more of the following interventions.
The district will implement intervention strategies including in-class
support, basic skills improvement
programs, increased personalized instruction and practice based on IXL
analytics, homework club, as well as
extra help during lunch time, stated
Ms. Emmons. She said the IXL
analytics is a new intervention strategy. IXL analytics will provide parents with a portal identifying the students setbacks and progress on specific content areas throughout the year.

Garwood Council Candidates
Air Views During Debate
CONTINUED FROM LEFT

Fanwood.
Mr. Nicastro stated that he is “not a
fan” of Garwood’s shared-service
agreement terms with Fanwood. “We
should be getting more from Fanwood,” he said. Mr. Nicastro said
making the borough engineer a parttime DPW director would save additional funds invested into the shared
DPW director with Fanwood.
Mr. Bellomo said Garwood spent
money on a street sweeper because
Fanwood was not sweeping the
Garwood streets appropriately. He
said expenses must be budgeted for,
as Garwood’s debt keeps going up.

“We invested in a street sweeper,”
Councilman Graham responded.
Councilman Graham said the previous Garwood-owned street sweeper
had been around since the 1990s and
the borough could no longer find parts
nor was interested in paying constant
repair costs.
Mr. Stevens said additional sharedservice agreements involving borough
court services could save Garwood
additional funds each year.
“We never accept just what we have;
we always try to get more,” said Councilman Graham on the council’s mentality towards shared-service agreements.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

HISTORY LESSON...Docents speak with visitors to the historic Osborn Cannonball House in Scotch Plains last weekend during Union County's Four Centuries
in a Weekend celebration.
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Jennifer Gilman for Westfield Council

Mark LoGrippo, Westfield Council
One of the many things that attracted
Maria and me to Westfield was the
old-world charm of our Downtown.
One morning while we were house
hunting, we grabbed breakfast at
Vicki’s Diner, and it just felt right. We
always imagined that as our kids got
older, they’d spend time downtown
with their friends after school and during the summers.
Unfortunately, over the past few years
there’s been a significant increase in empty
store fronts. This is the result of several
factors including affordability of NJ and
an uptick in online shopping – to name a
couple.
As a councilman and Third Ward resident, I have always supported our local
businesses. I get my haircut at Central
Avenue Barber, eat lunch at Five Star
Deli, bring my kids to Buona Pizza and
Tutti Baci Café, among many others. In
most cases, I am on a first name basis
with the owners of these establishments,
and often check in to see how I can help.
In 2016, Westfield elected officials,
residents, and merchants came together to

form a Downtown Task Force. While I am
pleased many of our initial recommendations were passed, including the allowance of rooftop dining and microbreweries,
there is still a lot we can do!
Per state law, Westfield is required to
refresh its Master Plan every 10 years.
This past year, I worked collectively with
the Mayor to lay the foundation for our
updated plan. Thank you to the Westfield
residents who contributed to this process
over the years!
I will always work with Republicans,
Democrats and Independents to do what
is best for our community.
Have questions about the new Master
Plan?
Please
email
meat
mlogrippo@westfieldnj.gov.
Mark LoGrippo
Westfield Third Councilman and
Candidate

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified

Scott Katz for Westfield Council
Qualifications: I studied economics
at Tulane, operated a successful family-business for two decades, and currently manage sales accounts for top
small-businesses in New Jersey. I intimately understand the day-to-day pressures our business-owners face, the
modern expectations of consumers, and
the imperative of foresight to see what’s
next.
Westfield operated without a holistic
Town Plan, which left us unprepared for
the challenges that came with a shifting
economy. For years, we were reactive
with a piece-meal approach that left
Downtown vulnerable, especially our
southside businesses.
Now, we’re seeing the results of a
strong economic development plan that
will need new energy to help see it through.
My experience implementing strategies
that engage small-businesses in driving
sustainable growth, consumer satisfaction, and innovation to stay ahead, are
some of the skills I’ll bring as your Ward
4 councilman.
Top priorities: First, road paving is
finally prioritized. After too many years
of disrepair, 20 plus miles of roads
were repaved in the last year alone. I
look forward to supporting a needbased, technology-driven approach to
road repair.
Second, parks (especially Tamaques)
make our community special. There’s so
much potential in our public spaces, and
so much we need to protect. Like so many
residents, I’ve spent hours on our fields
and on those in neighboring towns as a
coach and cheering dad—the difference
in conditions is stark. Because of this,
Mayor Brindle initiated Westfield’s first
holistic Strategic Parks Plan, currently
underway. I’ll work to make sure our
natural spaces are preserved, and that we
finally deliver modern recreation facilities, athletic fields, bicycle and walking
trails, and recreation programs to all resi-

dents. Tamaques Park will be central to
this plan.
Finally, peak one-seat rides to NYC are
a major, unrealized economic development
opportunity for our Downtown, southside
businesses, home values, and overall quality of life. I’m not sure why town leaders
were silent or satisfied with off-peak direct
service for so long. I’m not, and I won’t stop
fighting until residents have peak one-seat
rides and better service.
Fiscal responsibility: Smart, conservative fiscal stewardship, while wisely
investing in our municipal assets, are
essential features of fiscal responsibility. Having achieved our first 0 percent
municipal tax increase; maintained a
$9.5-million surplus and AAA-bond rating; and updated the town’s cash management program, which doubled our
interest earned for 2018—we’re finally
seeing the returns residents should expect from town leadership. But with so
much more to do in Westfield to ensure
viable long-term success, I will propose
pro-growth strategies that consider
today’s evolving business and retail climate.
Downtown: I work with independent
retail businesses every day. Whether it’s
a new business owner, or an existing
merchant who’s expanding or experiencing stagnant growth—I’m with them
from start to finish. In helping set, realize, and exceed their goals, they can
better serve the communities they reside
in. I’ll use this experience to attract new
businesses to town, and identify opportunities for established businesses to stay
relevant.
Learn
more:
email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com. Election Day is Tuesday, November 5!
Scott Katz
Candidate for Westfield Council,
Ward 4
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CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER...The Fanwood Democratic Committee held a
fundraiser last Thursday at Darby Road in Scotch Plains in support of its 2019
candidates, from left to right, Councilman Jeff Banks, Councilwoman Kathy
Mitchell, Mayor Colleen Mahr, and Council candidate Francine Glaser. Also
attending the event was Union County Clerk and County Surrogate James
LaCorte (not pictured).

Mark Parmelee for Westfield Council
Qualifications: I’m currently a partner and securities litigator at a global
law firm. I served as a prosecutor in the
Manhattan DA’s office, where I presented more than 175 cases to the grand
jury and conducted 25 criminal trials.
My through-line in these experiences
was constantly innovating my approach—which helped me win the first
hate crime trial conviction in New York
State.
Additionally, I performed in the Washington School Show for 13 years. One of
the most personally transformative experiences, the show introduced me to
neighbors who became great friends and
established my sense of home. It’s important for me to give back to the community that has given my family and I so
much.
Top priorities: I’m committed to addressing quality of life issues focused
on safety, transportation, and infrastructure to ensure Westfield thrives for generations to come. I look forward to:
supporting a Parks Strategic Plan that
meets community need for recreation
and athletic fields, working to get our
fair share of Union County grants and
investment, and; fighting for peak oneseat rides to improve quality of life for
our families.
Fiscal responsibility: We already see
that fiscal responsibility in effect.
Mayor Brindle’s proactive and holistic approach to governing has, rather
expeditiously, made a visible difference in our community. She led the
effort to achieve Westfield’s first 0
percent municipal tax increase, maintained a target level of surplus at $9.5
million and our AAA bond rating,
doubled our interest earned for 2018,
and established the town’s first Investment Advisory Council.
All these ‘firsts’ made while investing

in long neglected infrastructure, tripling
road paving to 20 miles (the most in town
history), and creating community events
like AddamsFest to drive economic development and centralize foot traffic
Downtown.
Downtown: Westfield did not have a
holistic town plan, a basic function of
municipal governance, for over a decade—and it’s why we remained reactive
for so long. By implementing the town’s
first community-driven Master Plan process, Mayor Brindle is helping set
Westfield on track for the future and
doing the work to get us ahead of the
curve.
The progress we’ve seen in the past
year alone, is indicative of those efforts.
New businesses have come in and are
thriving, like Farinolio and Warby Parker.
Others like Spice Bazaar, Midtown Authentic, and Fettle + Fare expanded to
meet customer demand, doubling down
on their commitment to Westfield. We’ll
soon have our first brewery, and dining
with a view—which is a direct result of
newly-enacted, pro-growth ordinances
allowing microbreweries and rooftop dining.
These new actions aren’t inherently
special. They did, however, require—
and will continue to require—imagination, capable leadership to set the vision
and an energized team to execute it. I look
forward to joining this effort, and putting
in the work to ensure these initiatives
meet our economic and quality of life
expectations.
Learn
more:
email
mark@westfieldtogether.com or visit
parmeleeforward2.com. Election Day is
Tuesday, November 5!
Mark Parmelee
Town Council Candidate for Ward 2

Qualifications: After graduating magna cum laude from Boston College, I
became a public and private school
teacher. Then as a legislative leader for
Moms Demand Action, I met with lawmakers to fight for sensible gun reforms
in Trenton. I tracked bills at state and
federal levels, and led constituencies to
help them come into law—making our
communities safer. And when residents
needed action on pedestrian safety in
Ward 3—I pushed for solutions.
I’m proactive, unafraid of our biggest
challenges, and prepared to do the work
ahead. I’m running to be your Ward 3
Councilwoman to get the jobs we’ve
needed done—done.
Top priorities: Residents of all ages
deserve town leadership that actively
champions and works to achieve the
progress we need, and have come to
expect. As your Ward 3 Councilwoman,
I will: fight—tooth and nail—for peak
one-seat rides and better service to NYC;
push for traffic and pedestrian safety improvements—like I did with the Beacon
Light on South Avenue and Cacciola
Place; push for ordinances that preserve
town character, while reducing teardowns and subdivisions which cause overcrowding in our schools; advocate for
Master Plan recommendations that enhance our southside businesses and parks,
like Windsor.
Fiscal responsibility: The town should
scrutinize every dollar spent to ensure
we’re getting the biggest bang for our
buck, budget conservatively, and retain
ample surplus to maintain our AAA bond
rating. We should be equally focused on
maximizing revenue by regularly assessing our investments as interest rates fluctuate.

We need to continue making strategic
investments in technology and infrastructure that drive efficiencies, like the
Westfield Connect app, and enable online
payments for all town services. These are
basic expectations that improve services
while also reducing costs.
Westfield is the largest tax contributor
to Union County; it’s imperative that we
proactively seek all grant opportunities
and take advantage of all county services
and resources.
Downtown: I’ll remain focused on issues that matter to southside businesses,
ensuring the Master Plan incorporates
new ideas and solutions. Listening to
business owners, patronizing their stores,
and being their champion to the broader
community will remain among my ongoing priorities.
As councilwoman—I’ll be their fiercest advocate to the Downtown Westfield
Corporation, ensuring each business gets
the attention they deserve, and has the
concerns they’ve shared with me addressed, like: enhanced streetscapes, improved pedestrian lighting, and solutions
to employee parking challenges.
The few apartment buildings under
construction and set for completion within
the next one to two years will bring welcomed foot traffic to our southside businesses. However, they may also bring
traffic and pedestrian safety concerns
which I will proactively address.
Learn
more:
email
jenn@westfieldtogether.com or visit
gilmanforward3.com. Election Day is
Tuesday, November 5!
Jennifer Gilman
Candidate for Westfield Council,
Ward 3

Coleman Statement On
Passing of Cummings
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D12th, NJ) released the following statement after news that Congressman Elijah
E. Cummings (D-Md.), chairman of the
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, died after complications from longstanding health challenges.
“There are few leaders, in this Congress or in the world with the strength and
integrity to consistently stand on their
values and lead with the interests of others as their primary focus. That kind of
leadership is amazing to behold, and that’s
what I saw in Elijah Cummings. His loss
will be felt in the city he fought for,
among the workers he sought to protect,
and across a country that may never understand how dedicated he was to their
best and brightest futures.
“When I arrived to Congress and joined
him on the Oversight and Reform Committee, I immediately found a colleague
always willing to share his knowledge
and experience, and someone who taught
me so much. His diligent work on that
committee, to protect federal employees,
whistleblowers, access to healthcare, ba-

sic constitutional principles and more,
were an extension of his belief in the kind
of people and country we should be.
“I am heartbroken to see our nation
lose such a fighter, but I take comfort in
knowing that he inspired us all to do more
and be better for generations yet unborn,
and I will not be alone in taking up the
battles he fought. I send prayers of comfort, peace and condolence to his family
in this moment of grief.”

SAGE to Host Program
On Medicare Plans
SUMMIT – SHIP (State Health Insurance Assistance Program) at SAGE will
host free programs to discuss Medicare
2020 changes, plans, options, and answer
questions. The same information will be
covered all four dates.
The Medicare 2020 program will take
place at SAGE Eldercare 290 Broad
Street, Summit, on Thursdays: October
31, November 7, November 14 and November 21, from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. To
register,call (908) 598-5548 or email
education@sageeldercare.org.

REJECT THE LAST MINUTE SMEARS
Women of All Parties are Standing with Jon Bramnick
“Somewhere between the
far right and the far left is
common sense. Leaders
like Jon Bramnick ﬁt
that mold and represent
us all with strength
and compassion.”

“I stand ﬁrmly for
Jon Bramnick because
of his common sense
and middle-of-theroad approach to
any situation he
encounters.”

“Bramnick ﬁghts
against higher taxes
and spending to
keep New Jersey
affordable for
families and seniors.”

— Amy Edelman,
Westﬁeld Democrat

— Anne Bergin, Garwood
Independent Voter

— Stacy Weinman,
Westﬁeld Republican

“I’m a lifelong Democrat voting for
Jon Bramnick. He serves with our
best interests in mind.”

“I support Jon Bramnick because he’s
a leader with integrity, working across
party lines to do what’s right for
New Jersey.”

— Jennifer Donato, Mountainside Democrat

— Lisa Hetﬁeld, Plainﬁeld Democrat

“Jon is a common
sense voice for us.
We need more good
people like him in
Trenton.”
— Tola Murphy-Baran,
Westﬁeld Democrat

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ 07090

“Jon Bramnick is
the best choice for
voters to stand up
for us in Trenton.”
— Pam Crane,
Berkeley Heights
Democrat
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Jen Blumenstock, Garwood Council
Garwood police officers, firefighters,
and Department of Public Works (DPW)
employees keep us safe in our homes and
keep our streets clean. But over the years,
the equipment and fleets that our
borough’s various departments had come
to rely on were aging badly and becoming
unsafe.
When I was elected to Garwood Council in 2016, I decided to review and
ensure that our borough’s Police Department, Fire Department and Department
of Public Works had the right tools to get
their jobs done safely and effectively.
In fact, after reviewing the poor condition of the old DPW garbage truck, my
very first act as councilwoman was to
move that the council invest in a new one.
The old truck was so old, and in such
disrepair, that it had a hole rusted out of
the body. How can you pick up garbage
effectively with a hole in your garbage
truck? Since we invested in a new truck,
our employees who work hard picking up
our trash across town are safer and doing
their jobs more effectively.
Meanwhile, our Fire Department had
an aging, 40-plus-year-old fire truck, and
our Police Department was using outdated computers and a fleet of vehicles
well past their recommended mileage.
Because we had not made investments in
new equipment in quite some time, our
departments were forced into trying to
keep this equipment going, throwing an
inordinate sum of good money at bad.
How can we expect our hardworking
DPW and emergency responders to provide the top-notch services that our resi-

dents deserve without the proper equipment to do so? It was time to change the
way things were done in Garwood. I
believe that there are smart and sensible
ways to budget and plan for these purchases.
Council immediately set out to create a
five-year capital plan with our various
departments to assess and prioritize their
needs. Over the past three years since
Marc Lazarow and I were elected to
Garwood Council, the borough has invested in a garbage truck, dump truck,
and street sweeper for the DPW; police
cars, proper signage and computer equipment for the Police Department; and turnout gear and, most recently, a ladder fire
truck for the Fire Department.
By sticking to the capital plan, identifying new revenue and cost-saving opportunities, we’ve been able to do this all
while keeping the budget stabilized and
the impact to Garwood’s taxpayers at a
minimum.
Everyone in Garwood deserves to feel
protected by our emergency responders
and to have their streets kept clean and
properly functioning. Our work over the
past three years has brought our services
up to speed and set a path for the future
where our departments do not feel neglected. This is the Garwood that every
resident deserves—and we’ll continue to
fight to keep it that way!
Jen Blumenstock
Garwood Councilwoman and
Candidate

Jim Boyes for Westfield Council
Qualifications: I served on the Mayor’s
Parking Advisory Committee in 2001,
am currently on the town’s reinvigorated
Green Team, and volunteer with Ward 1
Community Connect. With an engineering degree from UMass Amherst, I built
a career managing risk to strengthen communities just like ours for the long term.
Additionally, I volunteer for the Raritan
Valley Mayors Alliance, fighting for peak
one-seat rides and better service for commuters like me.
Top priorities: I look forward to supporting a long-term vision for Westfield
that revitalizes our Downtown and reflects our priorities: fiscal responsibility,
smart growth, sustainability, and quality
of life. We need to ensure our community
is viable for all ages, and continue being
responsive to our residents’ needs. This
includes:
Getting our fair share of Union County
investment and grants for parks and infrastructure.
Advocating for environmentally sustainable initiatives in the Master Plan.
Addressing property owner concerns
about flooding, Historic Preservation and
parking.
Fiscal responsibility: Expand on the
fiscal discipline expertly led by Councilwoman Linda Habgood, who is also finance chair, and Mayor Shelley Brindle.
So far, they achieved a 0 percent municipal tax increase for the first time, maintained Town’s AAA-bond rating, stabilized $9.5 million of surplus. All while
delivering the basic services and infra-

structure maintenance residents should
expect from town—like the unprecedented 20 miles of road paving.
Downtown: Westfield is undergoing
it’s first community-driven Master Plan
process, which makes Downtown revitalization and parking solutions a top
priority. In reviewing the Master Plan
survey feedback, and speaking with residents throughout Ward 1, it’s clear our
neighbors want more entertainment establishments, restaurants, and enjoyed
Quimby Street being turned into a pedestrian plaza for community events. The
initial Master Plan feedback and recommendations are presented on the town’s
website.
As was done to make way for rooftop
dining, microbreweries, and sustainable
development, I would further review existing ordinances to ensure agility in meeting our modern and evolving community
needs. Having served on the Mayor’s
Parking Advisory Committee in 2001, I
recognize that the absence of a parking
solution is not just an inconvenience, but
a deterrent to economic growth. With that
in mind, I will aggressively push for the
most logical solutions for Westfield to
meet our parking needs.
Learn
more:
email
jim@westfieldtogether.com or visit
boyesforward1.com. Election Day is
Tuesday, November 5!
Jim Boyes,
Westfield Town Council Candidate,
Ward 1

County Chapter Of NOW
Announces New Officers
COUNTY — The Union County chapter of the National Organization for
Women of New Jersey (NOW) – a statewide women’s rights activist organization consisting of thousands of women
and men – members, activists, and allies
– elected new officers on October 10. The
newly elected officers for the 2019-2020
term are as follows:
President, Denise Wilkerson, a Roselle
councilwoman; Executive Vice President,
Jill LaZare, a Summit attorney and former
candidate for State Assembly; Secretary,
Janice McLean; Treasurer, Terri Tauber;
Membership Vice-President, Linda Weber of Berkeley Heights, a 2018 7th Congressional District candidate; Program
Vice-President, Colleen Mahr, Fanwood
mayor; Fundraising Vice-President, Nancy
Imbalzano, and State Board Delegates,
Mariann Mann and Ms. McLean.
Ms. Wilkerson is the first AfricanAmerican to serve in the position of presi-

Sample Ballots
Now Available Online
COUNTY – Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi has announced that
sample ballots for the Tuesday, November 5 General Election can be viewed and
downloaded on the County Clerk’s elections website unioncountyvotes.com, and
through the Union County Votes app, a
free download for all mobile devices.
Ms. Rajoppi’s office also mails sample
ballots to every registered voter after the
close of voter registration, approximately
10 days before the election.
“The website and app offer a convenient way for voters to familiarize themselves with their ballot, even before they
receive their copy in the mail,” Ms.
Rajoppi said.
Voters with any questions about their
sample ballots can call the County Clerk’s
Elections Division at (908) 527-4996 or
by emailing the Elections Division at
ucvote@ucnj.org.
For all County Clerk programs and
services visit online at ucnj.org/countyclerk or call (908) 527-4787.

dent of the Union County chapter. She is
a community activist, a Roselle elected
official, entrepreneur, motivational
speaker, and feminist.
“What an amazing honor to serve as
president in 2020, which will be the 100-year
anniversary of the women’s suffrage movement. As president, my goal is to apply
intersectionality to the women’s movement.
Our tactics will take into consideration the
impact race, religion, class and gender have
on women’s issues, so our advocacy can
deliver change for ALL women,” Ms.
Wilkerson said. “I am excited to lead the
Union County chapter of NOW and to work
with an amazing group of women.”
NOW Union County focuses on six
priority issues: reproductive rights, ending sex discrimination/constitutional
equality, promoting diversity and ending
racism, economic justice, stopping violence against women, and LGBTQIA
rights. The chapter welcomes new members to help fight for women’s rights on
the local and national level.
To contact NOW Union County, please
email UnionCountyNOW@gmail.com.

TALKING CAMPAIGN STRATEGY...Garwood Democratic Borough Council
candidates, from left to right, Councilmen Marc Lazarow and Russ Graham and
Councilwoman Jenn Blumenstock, discuss campaign strategy.

Garwood DEM Candidates Statement
As council members and taxpayers, we
take fiscal responsibility very seriously.
We believe there needs to be a proper
balance between maintaining our services and infrastructure and the funding
they require. Our track record shows how
we successfully prioritize safety and quality of life, while keeping taxes and debt in
check.
So how is Garwood’s financial health?
We have a favorable bond rating of AA
stable. We only carry less than a quarter
of the amount of debt allowed by the
state, including the recent purchase of a
rescue platform ladder truck. When compared to surrounding towns, such as
Cranford, Clark, Springfield and
Kenilworth, our debt percentage is one of
the lowest in Union County.
How about our record on taxes? In the
last three years, we have produced the
three lowest consecutive tax impacts in
two decades, including no increase at all
in 2018. The average municipal tax increase in the last three years is just $33
compared to a decade ago when the average was $140 from 2007 to 2009.
From our experience, we know
Garwood can continue to be strong economically. For one, we can continue to
utilize state and county grants to return

My name is Andrew Bauer and I am
running for a seat on the Westfield Board
of Education. I am a 10-year resident of
Westfield and I have three kids in the
district (Tamaques, Edison and Westfield
High School).
As part of the process of running for a
seat on the board, I have had the privilege
of speaking to principals, teachers and
parents throughout Westfield. While these
discussions touched on a broad range of
subjects, I was surprised to find one topic
dominated my conversations. It is clear to
me that there is a deep concern about our
childrens’ well-being and their ability to
manage the pressures and anxieties of
their everyday lives. I know this is not a
surprising conclusion to many parents.
But it is clear is that we, as a community,
are not doing enough to address the issue.
The problem is still getting worse.
I am not suggesting there are easy
answers, as complex problems require
thoughtful, multi-faceted solutions. I believe the first step is acknowledging that
this is a challenge that will require more
significant time and resources. While the

Brelinsky No Longer
Running for BOE
FANWOOD — Scott Brelinsky is no
longer running against Amy Winkler for
the Fanwood seat on the Scotch PlainsFanwood Board of Education seat, the
school district announced last Thursday.
His name is on the election ballot because
he withdrew his name too late for it to be
removed, but he actually pulled out of the
race for personal reasons, it was announced
by the district. Incumbent board members
Stephanie Suriani and Nancy Norris-Bauer
are also running unopposed for their seats
representing Scotch Plains on the board.

Garwood BOE to Meet
Nov. 12, Dec. 10
GARWOOD — The Garwood Board
of Education will hold Committee of the
Whole board meetings on Tuesdays, November 12 and December 10, in addition
to the previously scheduled meetings. The
board will open the meetings at 7 p.m.

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,
child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Jen Blumenstock, Garwood Councilwoman and Candidate
Marc Lazarow, Garwood Councilman and Candidate
Russ Graham, Garwood Councilman
and Candidate

district has taken initial steps regarding
the importance of students’ social and
emotional well-being over the past couple
of years, we are still well behind many
other New Jersey districts in rolling out
programs and initiatives that prioritize
these issues.
To learn more about my ideas on this
topic,
please
visit
www.bauerforboard.com. I’d love to hear
your thoughts on this issue. Please reach
out at BauerForBoard@gmail.com or on
my
Facebook
page
@BauerForBoardOfEd. Thank you for
your consideration on November 5.
Andrew Bauer
Candidate for Westfield BOE

To my fellow Cranford residents:
I am seeking re-election to the Cranford
Board of Education for the same reason I
began in 2016: I want to give back to a
school district that has benefited my children and I want to play a role in the
ongoing effort to make the Cranford Public School District the best that it possibly
can be for the children of our community.
The past few years have been both
rewarding and challenging. I have served
as chair of the Finance Committee and
Personnel Committee, along with being a
member of the Policy Committee. It’s
been about doing what’s right in a professional and meaningful manner for all the
children in the district. It’s about continuing the conversation with the community to further explore ways to improve the district. I don’t have a set agenda
and always try to keep an open mind.
With input from Cranford residents, I am
interested in exploring: full-day kindergarten, continued security improvements,
enhancing special education support and

programs, updating science labs, improving performing arts spaces and other
mutually supported benefits to our children and community.
By way of background, my wife and I
are 19-year residents of Cranford and
proud parents of two children attending
schools within the district. Professionally, I am a vice-president within the
human resources organization for a Fortune 50 financial services company.
The Cranford Public School District is
great and we need to evaluate ways to
implement thoughtful and impactful ways
to keep it great going forward for generations to come.
Patrick Lynch
Candidate for Re-Election to
Cranford Board of Education
Note: The opinions expressed here are
those of the author and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions or views of the
Cranford Board of Education.

Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE
Serving twice on the BOE during my
40 plus years in Garwood, I have been on
the Education/PR and Finance/Facilities
Committees. I provided active oversight
of the educational system attending all
meetings. To date, two of my safety/
security ideas have been implemented. I
seek to increase information to and engagement of community and parents. I
am currently on the Website Committee.
I look to continue to ask safety, budget,
program, curriculum, and educationbased questions.
I was on the board when strategic
planning was presented and the board
decided to move forward with it. Strategic planning is a multi-year plan that
involves a long-range vision with goals
and action plans to guide the focus of
education, professional development,
facilities and budgeting including input
from community, parents, staff and ad-

ministration. I was part of the strategic
planning workshops that identified four
goal areas (listed on the school website).
Goal statements and objectives were also
developed. With multiple groups involved, the plan has a wider base and
would allow for shared communication
between groups.
The beneficiaries of strategic planning
include the students and their education, community, and taxpayers. It allows for careful budget planning to
maximize education dollars and seeks
to minimize taxpayer impact. During
my education career, I had valuable
firsthand administrative experience
chairing and co-chairing strategic planning committees. This is an important
initiative. I ask for your support- vote
column 5 on November 5.
Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Ph.D.
Candidate for Garwood Board of Ed.

Joseph Nicastro for Garwood Council
This past week we had The Pointe candidates forum. What a truly awesome experience. People who share the love that we
have for Garwood joined us there, as well as
from their homes on Garwood LIVE.
I was reminded of a Dr. Seuss quote
that I have seen in The Lorax, that my
daughter and I have watched countless
times. It ends with, “Unless someone like
you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is
going to change. It’s not.” Think about
that for a second.
Garwood has already done so many
great things, but I sit here and worry that
our debt has increased to an alarming
rate. I think that we need to revisit our
shared-services agreements with other
towns, but I also think these articles are
about getting to know me.
The big thing about me is I have a
massive heart. I don’t want to see the
things that could happen to Garwood
happen. Does it keep me up at night? I can
sit here and tell you yes.
I care about our children’s future. I care

about how older residents are going to be
able to afford to stay here in Garwood. I
care about having every resident satisfied
with the job that I can do for Garwood. I’m
someone who, “cares a whole awful lot.”
Thanks again for the opportunity.
Joseph Nicastro III
Candidate for Garwood Council
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your tax dollars to work for you here in
Garwood. These grants have helped offset road projects to the tune of approximately 50 to 70 percent and the Hartman
Park revitalization project by 48 percent.
Also, we can continue to ensure we keep
the budget tight and seek new revenue
sources. The five-year capital plan, which
is reviewed on an ongoing basis, is another way we can make sure large purchases are planned sensibly. In fact, we
extended the capital plan from three to
five years after taking office.
We will continue to ask for your input
on financial decisions by keeping an open
line of communication. Informal meetings, such as Breaking Down the Budget,
and the new Citizens Advisory Panel are
just some examples of our community
outreach.
With your support on November 5th,
we will continue to keep Garwood financially strong.

Andrew Bauer for Westfield BOE
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Respect & Tolerance: Where Are They?
Respect and tolerance were the rule of the day in
Westfield politics until recently. During my 16 years on
the Westfield Town Council I have never witnessed anything like today’s local political climate. In the past,
elected officials and constituents could disagree in a way
that was both respectful and civil. Now, not only are
people afraid to speak up at Town Council meetings, but
residents in the audience are booing and hissing at our
council members, myself included. Not until I asked
publicly from the dais that the mayor stop this unconscionable and uncivil behavior did it stop.
Unfortunately, however, on social media the bullying
and ridicule has continued. Every day I’m sent examples
of personal attacks and horrific accusations against our
candidates, volunteers, and supporters that are only meant
to deflect from the real and important issues facing this
town, like the many empty storefronts downtown, the loss
of the Rialto, the break-ins and car thefts, issues with
outsourcing our crossing guards, decreased revenues…
the list goes on and on.
So what has changed? Over the last few years the
national political chaos has seeped into local municipalities. On the positive side that has inspired people to get

involved in a way they never have before. Personally, I
think that is great… that is what democracy is all about.
However, the cruelty, vitriol, scare tactics and public
shaming that are poisoning national politics are now
poisoning Westfield. Democrats are publicly humiliated
for supporting local Republicans and candidates’ families
and children are being criticized.
I am writing this letter to say enough is enough. I will not
tolerate or acknowledge this type of behavior from either
side. I have spoken to too many people who are afraid to
say who they support for fear of being labeled. This
labeling, targeting, and intolerance is new to Westfield,
and it is disappointing. If this behavior continues, good
people will not want to engage in their local government,
and can anyone blame them?
As we near Election Day, let’s remember that we are all
neighbors; we frequent the same restaurants, stores, and
places of worship; and largely, we all want the same
things. We can disagree on the issues, but let’s keep it civilit is the least we can do.
JoAnn Neylan
Westfield Ward 2 Councilperson

The Importance of Historic Preservation
The Cranford Historic Preservation Advisory Board is
continuing to advocate for incorporation of a Historic
Preservation Element in the township’s Master Plan, with
advisory board members saying such an element can be
beneficial regarding future developments.
The topic was addressed at the October 2 workshop
session of the Cranford Planning Board. During the meeting, advisory board member Sarah Oliver noted that,
“most towns have a historical element in the Master Plan
and it would be healthy for Cranford to have it as well.”
The Advisory Board has drafted a Historic Preservation
Element for potential inclusion in the Master Plan. Advisory board member Steve Saltzman said during the planning board meeting that the Historic Preservation Element
lists properties already determined to be historic, along
with others that may qualify as historic.
According to the Historic Preservation Advisory Board’s
website, preservecranford.com, the Historic Preservation
Element “can be used as guidance by the Planning and the
Zoning Boards, and other township boards and committees in making decisions.”
We have previously touted on this page of our newspapers the importance of historic preservation in helping to

retain a community’s heritage. Just within our immediate
area are residential dwellings and other structures dating
from the colonial, Civil War, Victorian and Edwardian
eras, and over multiple generations significant efforts
have been made to preserve them.
Nevertheless, we do not wish to see property owners
unnecessarily constrained in what they are permitted to do
concerning alterations or renovations to their properties.
We believe a Historic Preservation Element, such as the
one proposed for the Cranford Master Plan, can be a
valuable resource for any municipality in addressing these
concerns and others.
As noted by the Advisory Board members at the recent
Cranford Planning Board meeting, a Historic Preservation Element can guide municipal boards in rendering
relevant decisions, rather than dictating to property owners how they can develop their properties.
Among the hallmarks of our local communities is their
collective ability to honor the past while simultaneously
enriching present-day life for residents and planning for
the future. We hope to see historic preservation efforts
remain an integral part of municipal planning, as a channel
for keeping alive the rich legacies of all our area towns.

Unnecessary Vestibule Security in Schools
Last week the Westfield Board of Education opted not
to add vestibule security measures at town schools. School
board members noted the high cost — $5 million — and
maintained that it was not necessary, given the significant
security measures already made as well as those coming in
over the next year.
These include requiring appointments 24 hours in advance, updated cameras, and drop boxes for items such as
lunches that school children may have forgotten.
Anyone visiting a school building during school hours
also must be buzzed in, and only those with appointments
will be admitted.
School officials explained that an enhanced vestibule
security system would require individuals to be in the
building in order to swipe their identification; thus the
board determined the system would not provide any
additional security measures.
“In each instance, the experts confirmed that the new
system was just as effective in keeping individuals outside
the building,” Board of Education member Gretchan
Ohlig said.
Also, all staff wear tags that provide admittance to
school buildings they work in. Access is revoked once a
staffer is no longer employed by the district. Additionally,
staff are trained in lockdown situations and panic buttons
are in all classrooms to be used to quickly lock classroom
doors. Also, new classroom, cafeteria, library and gym
doors are being installed at Edison and Roosevelt Intermediate Schools and Westfield High School. New elementary-school doors will be installed next year. Once

these doors are installed, all doors will be automatically
locked during lockdowns.
Security gates also have been installed in the intermediate schools and the high school to block access to the rest
of the school when events such as school plays are taking
place, to prevent access to the rest of a school.
In addition to the district’s school resource officers,
police visit Westfield elementary schools and the Lincoln
Early Childhood Center twice a day.
As we have previously reported, the Union County
Board of Elections has worked with Westfield by changing polling places to school gyms that provide one entrance and exit point to prevent anyone from gaining
entrance to the rest of the schools. Police also provide an
added security presence during elections.
Other area school districts also now require visitors to
push a button to identify themselves when accessing
school buildings, along with classroom panic buttons.
Westfield had an after-school incident this past spring
when an armed man who had been dating a teacher entered
Tamaques Elementary School looking for her. He was
arrested in his car by police without incident and was
found to be in possession of a handgun and ammunition.
This followed the arrest last November of an Orange
Avenue School teacher in Cranford for making terrorist
threats.
We encourage parents and staff of our schools to remain
vigilant in these turbulent times. As the saying goes, “If
you see something, say something.” We would add to that,
“if you hear something, report it.”
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Letters to the Editor
Dems Are Screaming With Made Up
Scandals, Imaginary Whistleblowers
To all my fellow Westfield Leader readers, If you are sick and tired of
impeachTrump circus from the Democrats like I am, here’s a very simple
solution: Simply email/fax/phone/write
your nearest Democratic representative
(Their contact info. is listed on the Internet
at https://www.usa.gov/elected-officials/
and state “JUST DROP IT ALREADY!”
Tell them to do the jobs they were elected
to do like lower health care/medical costs
for our senior citizens, bring our military
up to proper standards, address the antisemitism from Reps. Omar and Tlaib and
keep our streets safe.
Encourage your friends, neighbors,
coworkers, and everyone you know until
they beg you to stop.
Recently, I tried this at a recent Cranford
street fair at Bette Jane Kowalski’s booth.
I politely asked one of her people when
they were going to stop all this impeachment nonsense and concentrate upon the
more important issues mentioned above.
Kowalski immediately got defensive and
stated, “Do you see any signs here stating
that?” I replied, “No...but the Democrats
are using the media to push for this quixotic nonsense 24/7.”
Then when I politely asked when they
were going to do something about Tlaib

and Omar’s rabid anti-semitism, one of
her people stated, “It was only a problem
with my psyche!” - Are you listening
Union County residents of the Jewish
faith?
That’s right fellow Union County residents, this is your Board of Freeholders at
work (or Board of Freeloaders as many in
the know in Union County can attest).
When I visited the booth of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick at the same street fair,
his reaction was to be expected and I
encourage you all to support him on
Election Day.
The real reason why the Democrats are
screaming for impeachment 24/7 with
their made up scandals and imaginary
whistleblowers is very simple: They are
furious that President Trump enjoys the
support of a vast majority of Americans
(63 million) and is ripping apart the legacy
of Obama to the cheers of said vast majority. They are also doing this cover up the
pathetic Chinese fire drill they call a
Presidential campaign as seen by the
Biden scandals and lackluster debates.
I predict Hillary Clinton will step in for
2020 after the Democrats fall apart at the
2020 Convention in Milwaukee.
Jim Kurdyla
Clark

Reimagining Cranford Schools
“Reimagine” is a term that needs little
explanation for most Cranford residents.
A year ago, Cranford Superintendent Dr.
Scott Rubin started a conversation with
the community bearing the now-infamous
moniker. The conversation included ideas
such as centralizing grade levels, adding
additional busing, and offering full-day
kindergarten. Months of debate led to a
town-wide survey that showed a desire to
maintain neighborhood schools. The district committed to pursue change in line
with the community’s values and brought
an end to discussions about centralization
and additional busing.
While I did not support the centralization initially proposed, I supported the
effort to deliver full-day kindergarten,
create space, and offer new services. I
believed in the goals, but the tradeoffs of
disrupting the neighborhood school model
and introducing an unpredictable traffic
impact were a bridge too far. I applaud
our superintendent and board for being
bold with their ideas and engaging the
community to provide feedback and influence the process.
A year later, most of us have moved on.
Unfortunately, some remain focused on
the past. Rather than engaging constructively, they have resorted to anonymous
mudslinging, misdirection, and fear-mongering about the intentions of current
board members and the superintendent.
Those who stand up to the negativity have
become targets themselves.
Despite attempts to conflate the issue,
this is not a debate about educational
philosophy, zoning preferences, or the
public’s right to transparency. Enlightened disagreement and healthy debate
move a community forward. Fighting to
maintain the things we love about Cranford
– while asking tough questions of our
elected volunteers – is our shared responsibility. But in this fight, the method is as
important as the cause. The slanderous
politicking we’ve witnessed is unacceptable; it is the type of nonsense that many
of us hoped to avoid when choosing to
raise our families here.

Over the next decade, we face a growing student population driven primarily
by state-mandated high-density housing
requirements, and we will need to invest
in solutions that keep our schools at the
top of the charts. At times, this will challenge our paradigms and sacred cows.
We need honest, forward-thinking representatives to lead us through that journey.
According to the district survey, we
favor plans that deliver improvements
but also come at a higher price tag for
taxpayers. Some of our priorities will
prove costly to keep, and it is disingenuous to claim otherwise. Alternatively,
doing nothing and maintaining status quo
may seem fiscally attractive, but it is
certainly not the way to remain a top
school district. This is short-sighted thinking, and it will negatively impact our
property values and quality of life.
As Election Day nears, my request is
simple: stand up to this counterproductive behavior and reflect on the message
received by children when it is normalized rather than repudiated. Regardless
of who you choose to support, put our
children’s education and emotional wellbeing first. Beware of hollow rhetoric
and grandstanding that politicizes discontent with “Reimagine” and drums up
fear about the resurgence of a proposal
that is dead. Do not allow anger and
hyperbole to overshadow experience and
good judgment.
It is time to reimagine politics and
move forward together. It cannot be overstated: we are all neighbors in Cranford,
and our community is founded on good
principles. Disparaging your neighbors
for political gain is unacceptable. If we
allow that behavior to persist, decent and
civic-minded individuals will be discouraged from pursuing public service – the
negative effects of which would be far
worse than any school bus. We must
reject the negativity as passionately as we
reject high-density apartment buildings.
Eric Rubinson
Cranford
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Czardas – A Hungarian dance consisting of a fast movement and a slow
movement
2. Zain – A dark-colored unspotted
horse
3. Culpable – Guilty, blameworthy
4. Jako – The gray African parrot
FUCIVOROUS
1. In botany, the part that is soon shed;
not permanent
2. Decaying; rotting
3. Aromatic; scented
4. Eating or subsisting on seaweed
INCOGITATIVITY
1. Without the power of thought
2. Inflexible; stern
3. That which cannot be felt or touched
4. Unobtainable; nonexistant
TUREEN
1. Swollen or bloated
2. A large deep dish with a lid
3. A ditch or canal
4. An auger used by coopers
TUFA
1. A species of palm used by Brazilian
Indians for making bowstrings and fishing nets
2. A mound or hillock
3. A porous limestone formed by deposits from springs and streams
4. A thick tuft of twigs, grass, sedge,
etc.

Policy on Political
Endorsements
The newspaper will publish political
endorsements in its online media, available with download of the newspaper at
www.goleader.com. Submittals should
be emailed to editor@goleader.com.
Those who would like their political
endorsements also published in the printed
newspaper can do so by using the paid
service at https://www.goleader.com/
form/bulletin.htm.
We publish letters to the editor in the
printed newspaper on issues of importance to our readers at the discretion of
the editors.

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.
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Westfield Town Code Should Be
Amended for Nuisance Fires
The October 17 Westfield Leader accurately reports my October 15 public
petition to the Town Council for a redress of a specific grievance arising from
certain yard fires, when noxious fumes
and perhaps also smoke may enter and
linger inside an adjacent residence, even
up to several hours, constituting a genuine nuisance, if not also a health hazard.
And to be clear, nuisances are generally
taken, not given. Someone could be blasting Metallica at midnight while a neighbor shouts, “Turn it up!”
Enjoying a controlled fire on one’s
property is an inalienable right, selfevident as the pursuit of happiness. The
matter at hand is the absence of recourse
the Westfield Town Code accords any
citizen whose right to be let alone may be
infringed upon inside their home by
emissions from a nearby yard fire. Unlike several other municipalities locally
and statewide who have become proactive concerning this particular nuisance,
the current Town Code only addresses
the issue tangentially under “Smoke,”
one of 17 termed “public health nuisances,” when such smoke is “in quantity or strength sufficient to cause potential injury or damage to health.” The
Town Code also declares adherence to
the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code,
which establishes parameters for open
fires as well as recreational fires.
In 2009 Cranford Township adopted
a separate “Recreational Fires” ordinance, affirming the right to burn without a permit, while at the same time
authorizing: “The Fire Chief or his designee, a police officer, or health officer
may order any open fire, or use of a
chiminea, outdoor fireplace or fire pit
which creates a nuisance, to be extinguished.” Similarly, Edison Township
deems as a prohibited nuisance: “The
escape into the open air from any stack,
vent, chimney or any entrance to the
open air, or from any fire into the open
air, of such quantities of smoke, fly ash,
dust, fumes, vapors, mists or gases as to
cause injury, detriment or annoyance to
the inhabitants of this Township, or endanger their comfort, repose, health or
safety.” Such provisions also serve to
curtail the potential of an ongoing bullying course of conduct in this regard.
Unlike Cranford and other municipalities, no town health officer is empowered to order a nuisance fire extinguished. When police are called to a
nuisance fire, there is no enforceable
law other than the aforementioned smoke
ordinance which must be severe enough
that it impacts the general surroundings

at large and in which case a fire truck is
typically dispatched. This subjective,
not-clearly-defined "protocol" was expressed in an official investigation of
chronic nuisance fires, conducted by a
local fire official in September 2015
when he “continued to canvas the neighborhood and spoke to some other neighbors regarding the fire pit at . . . and
found none felt it was a problem.” Therefore, it was found to be not a nuisance,
unjustly shifting the onus onto the offended party.
The Westfield Town Code should be
amended in definitive terms to protect the
common law individual privacy right to
be let alone regarding nuisance fires,
terms which objectively defer to any reasonably aggrieved party, without equivocation or attempted rationalization.
Joseph Wilson
Westfield

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield, (908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
Summit, (908) 918-0414

My Apology for Not Attending
Westfield Council Candidates Debate
I would like to apologize to the Town
of Westfield for not attending the debates
held last Monday.
Based off a letter submitted to the Tap
from Rupa Motwani, chairwoman of
Westfield Democratic Committee, I would
like to address the truth about her lies
about my non-appearance at this debate.
Here is what I request from the Democratic Party for me to debate my opponent:
“Please tell Rupa that I will debate
Mark Parmalee once I see a letter in the
paper from the mayor and from Rupa
condemning the actions of Brindle’s bullies and they supply a statement stating
that they have no influence or participation in any way with the smear campaign
that has been going on for the last three
months. Also tell them that we want a
statement as to the leader board and we
would like to know what kind of capital
they have been paying.”
Now let me explain. The Democrats
have been paying people from Westfield
and all over the country to smear the
Republican candidates in the Westfield
2019 election through social media. The
reason we know this is because we discovered a Democratic Leader Board on
the Westfield Democrats webpage. On
this back-office webpage we found a
weekly and monthly tally of the leaders
and discussing capital payments. The
more you smear the more capital you
earn. After discovering this leader board
we presented it to the local news organizations. Within hours of notifying the

press the webpage was taken down.
What the Democrats have done is
known as weaponizing social media.
These hired guns have been creating lies
and spreading them with hundreds of
thousands of posts.
The objective in these attacks is to
manipulate the conversation about a candidate and their positions. These hired
extremists are targeting Republican candidates through Facebook, Tweets, etc.
creating giant smear campaigns that are
used as a weapon against the Republican
candidates. “This is a classic intimidation
tactic: mass-posting at someone’s account
to scream them into silence.”
As someone that has lived in this town
since 1970. I ask all of you to contact any
and all that are involved in our town
government and or running for government in Westfield and ask them about
these social bullies. Also, please watch
how they attack me and call me a liar over
the next few weeks. The good thing is, we
took pictures of the leader board so that I
can prove that I am not lying.
Once again I do apologize to Westfield
for not making the debate, but if the
Democrats leadership and my opponent
will not prove that campaign funds have
not been used to pay these extremists,
participating or steering these bullies, we
don’t have a great deal to discuss.
Now it is time for the Democrats to
apologize.
Rich Bodmer, Westfield
Town Council Candidate, Ward 2
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Crossing Guards Are Safety Risk At
Edison Intermediate/HS Drop-off
This letter was sent to Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle and copied to
this newspaper.
School children are facing a dangerous public safety risk every morning at
the drop-off area for Edison Intermediate and the High School in Westfield. I
drop off three kids every day at busy
intersections that are not properly monitored. Before someone is hurt or killed
on your watch, we need your help.
The danger to the kids is the crossing areas. Serious traffic congestion
puts lives at risk. Parents were told
busy areas would be monitored to
ensure public safety. They aren’t. In
past years, crossing guards managed
the four-way corners: stopping traffic
and allowing children to cross safety.
The process, continuous and predictable, saved lives.
No more. The new crossing guards
don’t know when it is safe to move,
nor do the cars — putting everyone at
risk! The guards aren’t standing where
they can be seen by drivers; the children are hesitant to move, and the
cars simply take their chances. What’s
most alarming: These intersections

have been managed well in the past.
Now, it’s an accident or accidental
death waiting to happen.
No one — public officials or parents — can be indifferent to the safety
of Westfield’s kids. And it’s a solvable
problem! I see crossing guards in neighboring towns directing cars and crossing kids smoothly each day. Edison
Intermediate and the high school used
to as well. With your help and proper
training, I’m sure we can again. But we
need immediate action.
Parents are livid that nothing is
being done to protect our children in
a “walking town.” We are approaching winter, visibility will be tricky,
and the current state of the intersections is a clear and present danger. We
need a strong, concerned police chief
to step in and rectify the situation. No
community can be casual about kids’
lives. What steps can you take to
ensure Westfield’s kids are safe each
morning? Your help is vital and appreciated.
Stacey Rokhsar
Westfield

NJ Democrats In Trenton Want
Control Of Your School
Trenton Democrats are telling you they
know which schools should close, which
ones should stay open, and that counties
should run them all. Their incredulous
claim is that it’s going to save all of us
money. Isn’t it amazing that Governor
Murphy and the failing State Legislature
who have unfunded pension liabilities of
over $200 billion and a state budget now
burgeoning to $40 billion a year now
know how to save you money?
Their idea is to consolidate school
districts and the power all the way down
to the county level and run a regional
school district. Over the last decade plus,
many people left their urban dwellings in
Hoboken, Jersey City, and New York to
settle in our suburban neighborhoods
throughout Union County mainly because
of their respective school’s reputations!
Is it fair that your child’s education in
Westfield, Berkeley Heights, and
Cranford will be decided by a bureaucrat
in Elizabeth instead of the local school
board?
As part of that plan, schools in Garwood
and Mountainside would be slated to be
closed and consolidated. Wouldn’t you
like to know how closing cost-efficient
schools in Mountainside and Garwood
would really save us money? As a
Mountainside or Garwood parent, didn’t
you move into town for its tight-knit
community and high-ranking schools?
Now Trenton Democrats, who clearly
don’t care about small towns and their
small communities, want to invade small
town politics for pipe dream savings, all

the while ignoring pension obligations to
our current teachers and first responders.
By now you’re aware that we have an
election with NJ State Assembly at the
top of the ticket. Republican incumbents
Jon Bramnick and Nancy Munoz are absolutely opposed to this consolidation
scheme and support our schools being
run by their respective local communities. Meanwhile, their opposition in Lisa
Mandelblatt and Stacey Gunderman stand
in lock-step with Governor Murphy and
Trenton Democrats with this dubious plan.
This November 5th your school sovereignty is on the ballot and that is why Jon
Bramnick and Nancy Munoz are the right
candidates in the 21st legislative district!
Joe Sarno, Chair
Young Republican Federation of NJ
State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
Linden, N.J. (908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
Rahway, N.J. (732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
Plainfield, N.J. (908) 561-5757
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey
(908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Thursday, October 24, 2019

Page 5

Letters to the Editor
Being Green Helps Sustainability and
Addresses Global Warming
The Westfield Green Team wanted
to let the Westfield community know
about the significant progress that we’ve
made over the past nearly two years in
helping make Westfield more sustainable and address the impact of global
warming. We recently presented these
accomplishments to the Westfield Town
Council and are submitting this letter
to the editor to help ensure the entire
town is aware of our efforts.
Since relaunching itself in Jan. 2018
under the direction of Mayor Shelley
Brindle, the Westfield Green Team –
comprised of 15 plus passionate and
hard-working volunteers – has actively
pursued the following eco-conscious
initiatives for both residents and businesses. Beyond these initiatives listed
below, the Green Team has also advocated for the planting of more trees in
Westfield and is happy to announce
that the Department of Public Works is
on track to plant more than 800 trees in
2019, an all-time record and a 5x increase over the average of the previous
12 years.
Here are some of our key accomplishments in each of our focus areas:
Recycling and Waste: Our goal is to
promote the 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse and
Recycle)
Launched five new recycling programs at the Conservation Center (plastic bags, plastic toys, household batteries, fluorescent bulbs, Styrofoam) as
well as Curb My Clutter household
pick-up recycling program for apparel
and electronics.
Launched the Green Westfield Program to promote sustainability among
downtown businesses – currently 23
business are signed up!
Ran 1st-ever FREE Market to promote re-use – and collected an estimated two tons of gently used household goods with one ton taken by residents and one ton donated to Green
Drop for families in need.
Provided 600 reusable bags and 600
reusable straws for residents to reduce
their use of disposable plastics.
Launched used backpack, Crayola
marker and other school supply re-use/
recycling programs.
Alternative Energy and Transport:
Our goal is to promote energy efficiency and alternative energy/transportation choices.
Launching Westfield’s first-ever
Home Energy Savings Program in Nov.
2019 enabling residents to take advantage of low-cost residential energy audits that will identify ways homeowners
can make their homes more energyefficient and finance through rebates
and low-cost financing
Key stakeholder in 2019 bikeways/

Collaborative

walkways master plan efforts to improve viability for both in town.
Education/Promotion: Goal is to educate residents about the importance of
living sustainability.
Held 1st-ever Earth Month in 2019,
a month-long program featuring lectures, events and movies, and held two
successful Earth Day events – one each
in 2018 and 2019 including a “Green”
vendor fair at the 2019 Earth Day event.
Held Park Clean-ups in April 2018
and 2019 with more than 70 plus volunteers this spring. Also held the town’s
first-ever Parks Clean-Up in the fall on
October 13.
Partnering with the board of education to hold “3 Rs” assembly in elementary schools – held the first one at
Tamaques in May 2019 and plan to
expand to Franklin and Washington
elementary schools this academic year.
Enhanced communication efforts to
residents including further development
of a dedicated Green Team page on
town website (www.westfieldnj.gov/
green), as well as actively promoting
events/topics on social media and create impactful recycling displays at the
library and downtown storefronts.
Developed and released two recycling videos – including one featured
on CBS Channel 2 News in NY.
Policy and Integrative Planning: Our
goal is to help make sustainability part
of our town fabric and integrate
sustainability into town government
policy/actions
Conducted FREE training on Green
Infrastructure for town officials and residents in conjunction with the Rutgers
Water Resources Extension to identify
ways to naturally address storm water
run-off and reduce local flooding.
Developing a demonstration rain garden using a technical assistance grant
from Rutgers Cooperative Extension.
Initiating a town-wide impervious
cover assessment and stormwater management plan with Rutgers.
Held several presentations from outside speakers on topics ranging from
the future of EV and green infrastructure.
Continuing to be a stakeholder and
active participant in this year’s Master
Plan process.
To learn more about our efforts,
please visit www.westfieldnj.gov/
green. And if you share our passion for
the protecting the planet and want to
get involved, please email us at
wfgreenteamchairs@gmail.com.
Thanks.
Medea Villeré, Tim Van Epp,
David Contract, Ward 3 Councilman

See More Letters Page 17
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If Pelosi Bounces Biden
by Sal Caruana, Former Westfield Councilman

Fast forward: It’s 11:45 p.m, Election
Day, November 3, 2020. Democratic
candidate Elizabeth Warren steps on to
the hotel ballroom stage to thank her
supporters, having just won the popular
and Electoral College vote over President Donald Trump. Who will merit
special thanks? First and foremost
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, who removed
the biggest obstacle in her path-Joe
Biden. After months of playing coy with
the idea of impeachment to protect the
Democrats recently elected in Republican districts, the wily Speaker finally
threw her support behind the impeachment movement in September 2019
when the chances for success in the
Senate were still zero. Why then? Pelosi
did so sensing a unique opportunity.
She knew the daily news grind of impeachment would put front-runner Joe
Biden’s dirty laundry on the front page
for weeks, effectively dooming his
fundraising ability and ultimately his
candidacy. And it did, as he went from
favorite to forgotten. Without speaking
her name, the Speaker anointed Warren
the nominee, having come to the conclusion that she was best suited to go
face to face with Trump in prime time.
And Pelosi was right.
Who else to thank? Warren should
turn next to “Never Trump” conservative columnist David Brooks, who in an
op-ed piece in The New York Times on
Friday, October 18, 2019 talked about
the unspeakable choice that confronted

many Republican, moderate and undecided voters: a candidate with extreme
fairy tale policy dreams, or an unhinged
President who is a daily nightmare to
those who love democracy, the rule of
law, and sanity in the White House.
Brooke’s personal conclusion was that
a very bad option-Warren-is better than
a suicidal one. Many voters agreed.
Finally, President-elect Warren could
also thank Retired Admiral and former
Commander of Special Operations William H. McRaven, who in an accompanying op-ed piece may have been speaking for the vast silent majority of American soldiers and officers when he said a
President who attacks our institutions
(FBI, CIA, State Department, the press),
who does not share our democratic values, and our military values too (duty,
honor, commitment to allies, defenders
against tyranny) should be replaced. “The
fate of our Republic depends upon it,”
wrote McRaven. No doubt millions of
service men, women and vets who were
troubled by Trump’s leadership and disrespect had their say in the voting booth
too.
But before she concludes her victory
speech, Warren will need to address
Trump’s earlier press conference at Mara-Lago, where he did not concede, in
fact he called it a “rigged election” and
promised not to leave the White House
until someone not from the “deep state”
can prove otherwise. Welcome, Madam
President-Elect.

Scott Katz - A Vote For Decency
Talking about politics has become
a minefield. The divisiveness is not
just among voters, it’s now equally
driven by our elected officials too.
And too much of it has trickled down
to our local elections. Aren’t you sick
of it? I am.
So, I want to talk about character,
and supporting a candidate that
represents our values.
Scott Katz is running for Ward 4
Town Council, and I think he is the
right candidate for us. I’ve gotten to
know Scott pretty well in the past
year. He’s genuine and decent; he has
a great dry sense of humor and is
wicked smart! Scott’s background in
small business management and his
easygoing manner will serve our
community well - and with a steady
hand at that.
Scott’s approach to his campaign
has been impressive. He’s worked
hard to understand all of the issues,

and their nuances among residents,
that Westfield faces. And he’s
trucking along to meet all the Ward 4
neighbors he can before Election Day,
November 5th.
After many conversations with
Scott, it’s clear that his business
acumen and lively personality will
be assets to the Town Council. I
encourage my neighbors to follow
Scott’s campaign online, and feel free
to get in touch with him if you have
any questions-he’s quick to respond.
I believe his integrity and his
character will make him a terrific
Councilman, and I wholeheartedly
endorse Scott Katz! To contact him
or to learn more, email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com.
Sally Cohen-Alameno

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Proactive

the line on the municipal portion of our tax bill while maintaining $ 9.5 million surplus and a AAA bond rating.
“ WeAndheld
we did this at the same time that we were investing in long-overdue road paving, purchasing much-needed equipment
for the Department of Public Works and fostering civic engagement. I’m proud of the progress we’re making and we have
so much more to do together. We need the talent of Jim Boyes, Mark Parmelee, Jenn Gilman, and Scott Katz to keep the
progress going. They won’t be content reverting to the complacency of the past. They will roll up their sleeves and work
to make Westfield an even better place to live.

“

VOTE TUESDAY, November 5

-Mayor Shelley Brindle

POLLS OPEN 6 AM TO 8 PM

Jim Boyes for Ward 1:
An environmental engineer, Jim currently serves on the reinstated Green Team and built a career managing risk.

Mark Parmelee for Ward 2:
Former Manhattan DA’s prosecutor and currently a securities litigator and shareholder in a global law firm. Mark is a 13 year
veteran of the Washington School Show.

Jenn Gilman for Ward 3:
Graduated magna cum laude from Boston College, went on to become a public school teacher, and a legislative leader for Moms
Demand Action, where she fought for sensible gun reforms in Trenton.

Scott Katz for Ward 4:
Studied Economics at Tulane, operated a family-owned business for over two decades, and is prepared to use his experience to
VXSSRUWRXU'RZQWRZQPHUFKDQWVb
Paid for by Westfield Democratic Committee, 772 Prospect street, westfield, nj 07090
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James G. Thomson, Loving Father,
Army Sergeant, Worked For Mobil Oil

– Obituaries –

Mark C. Smith, 78, Dedicated Teacher,
Principal, Superintendent of Schools

James G. Thomson of Scotch basketball team. He served in the
Plains, N.J., passed away on Sun- Korean War as a head sergeant in
day, October 20, 2019, at Over- the Army. He worked his whole calook Medical Center
reer for Mobil Oil Corin Summit, N.J. James
poration in New York
was preceded in death
City and Fairfax, Va.
by his wife, Barbara
Graveside services
(Pierson) Thomson,
will begin at 11 a.m. toand is survived by
day, Thursday, October
three
daughters,
24, 2019, at Fairview
Wendy S. Thomson of
Cemetery in Westfield.
Meriden, Conn., JenArrangements are by
nifer L. Thomson of
Gray Funeral Home in
Linden, N.J., and
Westfield. Please go to
Tracey S. Thomson of
www.grayfuneralhomes.com
Forked River, N.J.,
to offer condolences.
and a son-in-law,
In lieu of flowers, meMichael Novak of
morial contributions in
James G. Thomson
Meriden, Conn.
his memory would be apJames was born and raised and preciated to St. Jude Children’s Respent most of his life in Westfield, search Hospital or the Alzheimer’s
N.J. He attended Westfield High Association at ALZ.org.
October 24, 2019
School and was the captain of the

Rona C. Vernimb, 81, Known For
Gourmet Cooking, Love of Animals

Mark C. Smith passed away on
Friday, October 18, 2019, in Maine,
where he had retired. He was 78
years old.
Mark was an accomplished educator with a long career — first as
a high school history teacher, then
a high school principal, and for
twenty-seven years, a superintendent of schools in Chatham and
Westfield, N.J., and Framingham,
Mass. He was dedicated to excellence in educating children and fostering diversity in schools. He was
a graduate of Williams College,
Harvard University, and earned his
doctorate at Columbia University.
Mark fought for an equal learning
opportunity for all of his students,
regardless of their race or financial
status. The effects of his school
choice program in Framingham, regionalizing the Chatham Township
and Chatham Borough School Districts and his alternative graduation program in New Canaan are
among the proudest moments of
his career in education.
Even after he retired, Mark continued to instill his love for learning
in the people around him. For four
years, Mark was president of
Midcoast Senior College in
Brunswick, Me., where he led the
college to become an independent
non-profit organization. Mark was
a lifelong Red Sox fan and enjoyed
playing and watching many sports.
He was an avid hiker, spending many
summers in the White Mountains

Charles P. Woodward, 95, Avid Golfer;
Greatest Joys Were Family, Cape Cod
Charles Patterson Woodward, 95,
passed away on Tuesday, October 8,
2019, at his home in Westfield, N.J.
Born in Kansas City, Mo., on March
16, 1924, Chuck was the son of the
late Charles Doren Woodward and
Irene Patterson Woodward. He moved
to Denver, Colo., in 1934 and graduated from South Denver High School
in 1942. After graduation, Chuck enlisted in the United States Navy and
served from 1942 to 1945 as a naval
aviator, flying F4F Hellcat fighter
planes off aircraft carriers. With support for veterans from the GI Bill, he
attended the Colorado School of
Mines, where he received a metallurgical engineering degree in 1949.
Chuck worked after graduation for
General Electric for a short time before joining the Epicures’ Club, a
mail order fancy food business located in Union, N.J. In 1976, Chuck
purchased the Epicures’ Club and
successfully ran the business until
selling it in 1987. He was also a
member of the Board of Directors of
Union Center National Bank in Union,
N.J., from 1970 to 2001 and served as
non-executive Chairman of the Board
of the Bank from 1987 to 2001.
Family was the focus and pride of
Chuck’s life. He met his wife, Patricia
Lea Woodward, in 1955. It was a fast
and lifelong romance that started on a
blind date in March 1955; they were
engaged after two weeks and married
in June 1955. Their marriage spanned
57 years until Pat passed away in
2012. Chuck was most happy when
spending time with Pat and their ever
expanding family that grew to include four children, ten grandchildren and four great-grandchildren,
who all lived locally for many years.
One of Chuck’s and Pat’s greatest
legacies was introducing the family
to Cape Cod. For 54 years, their greatest joy was the time the family spent
extended time together at their home
in Orleans, Mass., a spot they consider the most beautiful place on earth.
Residing in Westfield for 64 years,
Chuck was an avid and accomplished
golfer. He was a member of Suburban
Golf Club in Union, N.J., where he
was Club Champion from 1964-1967
and served a term as President of the
club. In 1972, he joined Echo Lake
Country Club in Westfield, N.J., and
was an active member for 47 years. In
addition, he was a past President of
the New Jersey Senior Golf Association. Chuck and Pat were married at
the First Congregational Church of

Westfield, where he was an active
member for 64 years, serving as Moderator and President of the Board of
Trustees.
Chuck was predeceased by his wife
of 57 years, Patricia. He is survived
by his children, Tom Woodward and
his wife, Jennifer, of Orleans, Mass.,
Sally Yingling and her husband, John,
of Westfield, N.J., Anne Laird and
her husband, Scott, of Westfield, N.J.,
and Bill Woodward and his wife,
Debbie, of Orleans, Mass.; his grandchildren and great-grandchildren,
Andrew Woodward, his wife, Maggie,
and their son, Henry, Claire Woodward Mauke and her husband, Colby,
and Kate Woodward; Annie Yingling
Kaferle and her husband, Ian, and Jey
Yingling; Whitney Laird McCullam
and her husband, Rob, and their children, Luke and Molly, Emma Laird
Mitchell and her husband, Kevin, and
their son, Jack, and Chuck Laird; and
Will Woodward and his fiancée, Abby
Sard, and Lucy Woodward.
A memorial service will be held at
the First Congregational Church, 125
Elmer Street, Westfield, N.J., on Saturday, November 9, 2019, at 2 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory can be made to the First Congregational Church, 125 Elmer Street,
Westfield, N.J. 07090. Arrangements
are by Memorial Funeral Home in
Fanwood, N.J. For additional information or to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

Rona C. Vernimb, 81, formerly of loved grandchildren, Philip Vernimb
Scotch Plains, N.J., passed away (Caroline) and Kevin Vernimb, and a
Thursday, September 26, 2019, at cherished dog, Daisy.
Envoy of Winchester.
Along with her parents,
Ms. Vernimb was born
Ms. Vernimb was prein 1937 in Castleton, Vt.,
ceded in death by her life
daughter of the late
partner, Urban Beas.
Norman and Sue Cox. She
The family wishes to
was a graduate of The
thank Home Instead SeUniversity of Vermont
nior Care, Blue Ridge
and dedicated her life to
Hospice, and Envoy of
making lives of others
Winchester for their efbetter. Ms. Vernimb
forts to help Rona reworked many years with
main comfortable, as
a college student aid founwell as the cardiac care
dation, ensuring scholarnurses at Winchester
ships were available to deMedical Center for their
Rona C. Vernimb
serving students. In her
outstanding care during
later years, she was
Rona’s stays.
caregiver to several friends. She enA graveside service will be conjoyed classical music and opera, was ducted on Friday, October 25, at 10:30
an avid gardener, and known best for a.m., at Fairview Cemetery in
her gourmet cooking and love of ani- Westfield, N.J.
mals. Her friends admired her quick
In lieu of flowers, memorial contriwit, often delivered with a sharp butions may be made in Rona’s
tongue consistent with her Vermont memory to Blue Ridge Hospice, 333
Yankee heritage.
W. Cork Street, Suite 405, WinchesSurviving are a brother, Daniel Cox ter, VA 22601, or to St. Hubert’s Ani(Joan) of Phoenix, Ariz.; son, Peter mal Welfare Center, P.O. Box 159,
Vernimb (Nancy) of Fredericksburg, 575 Woodland Avenue, Madison, N.J.
Va.; daughter, Karin Leigh (Linwood) 07940.
of Chesterfield, Va., and son, Jeffrey
Please view obituaries and tribute
Vernimb (Dottie) of Bernardsville, wall at www.ompsfuneralhome.com.
October 24, 2019
N.J. She also leaves behind two be-

WESTFIELD EAGLE...Councilman Mark LoGrippo of Westfield joins Jason
Model for his Eagle Scout Project. Jason’s project includes building a community
vegetable garden at the Boynton Avenue Westfield Senior Housing Complex. He
is the son of Sabrina and Robert Model.

Kenilworth Historical Soc.
To Host ‘Roaring Funnies’

This is your new home
we are talking about

Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16
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Mayors Wellness 3K Walk
On Tap This Saturday

October 24, 2019

AUTHOR VISIT...Julie Salamon, pictured, will discuss her newest book,
“An Innocent Bystander: The Killing
of Leon Klinghoffer,” on Thursday,
November 14, at 7:30 p.m., at Temple
Emanu-El of Westfield. This event is
free and open to the public. Interested
persons are asked to RSVP at
tewnj.org/one-congregation-onebook. Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street.

and then relaxing at Lake Wentworth
in Wolfeboro, N.H., with his family. In his retirement, he discovered
a love for writing poetry and even
chronicled his cancer journey
through writing poems. Family was
his greatest pleasure and following
his grandchildren’s pursuits brought
him immense joy.
Mark leaves behind his wife and
best friend, Judy. They were married for a wonderful fifty-six years.
He is survived by their three children, Steven (Alisa), Kristen
(Glenn) and Joshua (Jennifer), and
six grandchildren, Alyssa and Sam
Smith of Wiscasset, Me., Jacob and
Clara Walling of Hopkinton, N.H.,
and Rowan and Linnea Chenoweth
of Port Angeles, Wash. Mark is
also survived by his brothers, Peter S. Smith and David B. Smith,
and their wives, Maureen and Judy,
all of Hilton Head, S.C.
There will be a memorial service
on Saturday, October 26, at 1 p.m.,
at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Brunswick, 1 Middle
Street, Brunswick, Me. Please be
advised that parking is on the street.
In lieu of flowers, donations can
be made to the Mark C. Smith Poetry
Fund, c/o Dr. Robert Tremblay,
Superintendent’s
Office,
Framingham Public Schools, 73 Mt.
Wayte Avenue, Framingham, MA
01702, or in his honor to the Midcoast
Senior College, 29 Burbank Avenue,
Brunswick, Maine 04011.

KENILWORTH — An evening of
suspense, humor and fun is in store
for those who attend “The Roaring
Funnies” whodunit mystery dinner
show to be hosted by the Kenilworth
Historical Society. It will take place
on Friday, November 15, from 6:30
to 11 p.m., at the Kenilworth Veterans Center, located at 33 South 21st
Street, Kenilworth.
Set in a roaring 1920s’ Prohibition-era speakeasy, the show will
feature “Sharkie” and other shady
characters portrayed by the acclaimed Riddlesbrood Touring Theater Company of Stratford, N.J.,
joined by some of Kenilworth’s own
officials/residents to give the show a
local twist.
The fun-filled evening will begin
with a three-course Italian pasta dinner to be enjoyed as the exciting whodunit plot unfolds and two bumbling
gangs “duke it out” for control of the
bootleg business. To enhance the
ambience, anyone wishing to come to
the event dressed in 1920s-style attire
is encouraged to do so. A 50/50 raffle
and gift auction also will take place
during the evening.
Admission to the mystery dinner
show is $50. Advance reservations
are requested by Friday, November 1.
The seating plan accommodates eight
to 10 people per table. Early reserva-

Pay Tribute to
Your Loved One
goleader.com/form/obituary

Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.

Sometimes it’s letting go.
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
complex process of divorce.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation
James McGlewˏII, Esq.
908.233.6800

Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
lindabury.com

tions are encouraged to ensure availability and avoid disappointment. For
information and reservations, call
(908) 709-0434 or visit Especially
Yours Florist, located at 13 North
20th Street, Kenilworth, where tickets are being sold.
Proceeds from the event will benefit the Kenilworth Historical
Society’s Oswald J. Nitschke House,
a circa 1880 “living history” museum and cultural arts center, by
helping defray operating expenses,
including the cost of an elevator that
makes all levels of the restored site
fully accessible to everyone.
The Riddlesbrood Touring Theater Company travels throughout
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New
York, Delaware and Maryland entertaining audiences with a broad
repertoire of murder mysteries, comedy shows and game shows. From its
beginnings nearly 20 years ago, the
professional traveling theater ensemble has produced more than
1,500 shows for private parties, corporate functions, fundraisers and
various other events. For more information about the theater company,
visit riddlesbrood.com.
The Kenilworth Historical Society
is an independent, volunteer-based,
non-profit, tax-exempt, 501(c)3 organization dedicated to the research,
preservation and interpretation of the
historic Oswald J. Nitschke House,
local history and culture.

Local Congregation
Helps Fight Hunger
MOUNTAINSIDE — Approximately 40 congregants from the
Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside were joined by Boy
Scouts from local Troop 177, their
leaders and other Mountainside residents on September 15 to participate in the Rise Against Hunger
food program.
The Reverend Leigh Gillis, interim
pastor, had participated in four previous events and arranged this one at
the Community Presbyterian Church.
The church is located at 1459 Deer
Path, Mountainside.
The Rise Against Hunger leaders
explained the process by which approximately 10,000 bags of food
would eventually be filled, sealed,
labeled and boxed for shipment.
The process was simple, very well
organized and highly productive. After one hour and a half, the group
filled, sealed, labeled and boxed
10,127 bags of food, each consisting
of a vitamin pack, vegetable mix,
soybean and rice. This output will
eventually provide 25,000 meals to
the hungry in a country determined
by Rise Against Hunger.

GARWOOD — Garwood residents of all ability levels are invited to join the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign’s 3K Walk this
Saturday, October 26, at the
Garwood Recreation Complex at
the eastern end of Myrtle Avenue.
This 3K Walk will highlight
Garwood resident Paul Nieves as
its Featured Walker. Mr. Nieves
has lived in Garwood for 17 years,
and recently retired from the U.S.
Army with the rank of major. Walkers of all ages are welcome to participate in this family-friendly
walk, and parents with strollers are
encouraged to join in.
This 3K Walk will start at 10
a.m. and will circumnavigate the
recreation center.
The Garwood Mayors Wellness
Campaign suggests that those participating in this month’s walk bring
non-perishable food items, paper
goods, soaps, shampoo and/or other
personal hygiene items, that will
be collected at the beginning of the

event. These items will be donated
to local food banks as part of
Foodstock 2019. For more information on giving to those in need,
visit FoodStockNJ.org.
Through public-private partnerships, the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign will establish
and continue to provide structure
and resources for healthy community initiatives. The Wellness Committee works together to increase
opportunities for Garwood residents to participate in many activities, with a long-term goal of creating better health, which in turn will
reduce personal health-care cost.
Interested residents are advised
to contact the Garwood Mayors
Wellness Campaign via email at
MWC@garwood.org for more details or to get involved with the
Mayors Wellness programs. The
Mayors Wellness Committee meets
on the second Monday of every
month, at 7 p.m., at Garwood Borough Hall.

DBSA Lists Dates, Speakers
For Two Upcoming Events
AREA — The Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance (DBSA)
will feature psychiatrist Rahul
Malhotra, M.D., at its monthly educational meeting on Wednesday,
October 30. A graduate of Rutgers
University and Tufts University
School of Medicine, Dr. Malhotra
did his residency in adult psychiatry at Thomas Jefferson University
Hospital in Philadelphia. He won
the Arnold P. Gold Award for Humanism and Excellence in Teaching in 2013. He is a member of
Partners in Psychiatry, LLP, along
with Mahamaya Malhotra, M.D.,
located in Summit.
Dr. Malhotra’s presentation will
be on “Paradox” (similar to what is
called “reverse psychology”). It
will include a short lecture followed by an open discussion on
paradox in psychiatry.
On Wednesday, November 13,
the DBSA will feature Bernard Ivin,
a Licensed Clinical Social Worker
specializing in cognitive behavioral
therapy in the treatment of mood
disorders and substance abuse. He
has been in private practice since
1998. For more information about
Mr. Ivin and the services he provides, visit strengthforchange.com.
His presentation will be entitled
“When Nagging, Lecturing & Yelling Do Not Work – A Guide to
Parenting the Strong-Willed
Child.” This seminar will teach
parents the key to being effective

with the strong-willed child, strategies for cultivating a cooperative
family environment, and a system
for effective discipline.
These educational meetings of
the DBSA take place on a Wednesday every month at 7:45 p.m. using
the facilities of the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship, 21 Normandy
Heights Road, about one block east
of the Morris Museum, in
Morristown. The public is invited
to attend all meetings; a nominal
donation is requested from nonmembers, when possible. Free literature is available to all attendees
and there is an extensive lending
library of educational audiotapes,
CDs and videotapes, also free.
In addition to the lecture series,
peer group support sessions led by
experienced facilitators are held
every Tuesday evening of the
month, also using the facilities of
the Morristown Unitarian Fellowship in Morristown, at 7:30 p.m.
Separate groups for young adults
are held every Tuesday evening
and separate groups for friends and
family are held periodically. All
are always welcome.
To learn more about the support
group and to view links to other
sources of helpful information, visit
the website of the Depression and
Bipolar Support Alliance/Morristown
Area at http://dbsanewjersey.org/
morristownarea. For further local information, call (973) 994-1143.

UNITED AGAINST HUNGER...Rise Against Hunger participants celebrate
their recent success in preparing more than 10,000 bags of food for those in need.
Congregation members from the Community Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside, together with Boy Scouts and leaders from Troop 177 and other
Mountainside residents, teamed up for the September 15 endeavor.
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Safety Walk Participants
To Receive Free Vests
WESTFIELD — Lifelong
Westfield, in partnership with the
Town of Westfield and the
Westfield Police Department, will
offer a “Walking Safety Presentation & Walk in The Park” on Friday, October 25. It will take place
at 10 a.m. at the Gazebo at
Mindowaskin Park in Westfield.
Mayor Shelley Brindle, Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro and
representatives of Lifelong
Westfield will kick off this new
safety initiative for senior citizens.
The Westfield Police Department
will provide participants with tips
on walking safely and the benefits
of wearing safety vests. Each at-

tendee will receive a free, highvisibility safety vest, courtesy of
the Town of Westfield and the
Westfield Police Department.
Lifelong Westfield is an initiative of the Mayor’s Senior Advisory Council to attract and retain
senior citizens. The Senior Advisory Council is a volunteer group
that includes representatives of the
Westfield Town Council, Westfield
Recreation Department, Westfield
Senior Citizens Housing, Westfield
United Fund, a geriatrician and
other interested residents.
For questions about the event,
call the Westfield Recreation Department at (908) 301-1287.

SAFETY FIRST...Brad Chananie, co-chair of Lifelong Westfield, left, and Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro demonstrate the new reflective safety vests that will
be provided free to senior citizens beginning this Friday, October 25, at 10 a.m.,
with a walk in Mindowaskin Park.

Library Event to Address
Healthy Eating at Holidays
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library will present
“How to Eat Well During the Holidays” on Saturday, November 2, at
2 p.m. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.
In this interactive presentation,
Maryanne Christiano-Mistretta, an
author and award-winning journalist and public speaker with a great
passion for health and nutrition,
will focus on eating healthfully and
offer simple health tips, as well as
a healthy dish to sample.
Audience members will be able
to enjoy the holiday season by striking a balance between staying true
to a healthy lifestyle, while joining
in the fun with a few treats.
Ms. Christiano-Mistretta is the
former editor of NJ Health & Fitness magazine and the writer of a

health column called “Here’s to
Your Health.” Her work was published in Skinny News magazine.
The program is free and open to
all, but space is limited, so interested persons must register for this
event. To do so, visit the library’s
website, wmlnj.org, and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.
Westfield Memorial Library
hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday through Thursday; 9:30 a.m. to
5 p.m., Friday and Saturday, and 1
to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Library Loop,” or stop by the library
for a copy of its award-winning,
quarterly newsletter, “Take Note.”

WF Firefighters Begin
Holiday Food Drive
WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Firefighters Mutual Benevolent Association (F.M.B.A.) Local 30 will
begin its annual Holiday Food Drive
this month for needy area residents.
Non-perishable food items will
be accepted at Westfield Fire Headquarters, 405 North Avenue West,
Westfield, and Westfield Fire Station No. 2, 1029 Central Avenue,
Westfield, between 8 a.m. and 8
p.m. every day until Sunday, December 1.
The food baskets will be distributed through local churches and civic
organizations in time for the holidays. In its first food drive, in 1996,
F.M.B.A. Local 30 distributed holiday meals to approximately 75 families. This year, F.M.B.A. Local 30
would like the help of the community
to reach its goal of supplying more
than 100 families with food baskets.

The current Medicare Open Enrollment period is October 15
through December 7.
Elyse Drucker, a SHIP representative from SAGE Eldercare, will
present an overview of upcoming
changes to help attendees identify
the plan that will best meet their
needs. Advance registration is recommended for this program. To
register, call the Reference Desk at
(908) 322-5007, extension no. 204.
Anyone with specific Medicare
questions also will have an opportunity to speak to a representative
one-on-one at the library on Tuesday, November 12, between 10 a.m.
and noon, the same time that the
township nurse conducts the hypertension clinic.
SHIP (State Health Insurance Assistance Providers) counselors provide free and objective information
about health insurance and receive
ongoing training from the Division
on Aging Services, New Jersey Department of Human Services.
The Scotch Plains Public Library
is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue,
one block from Park Avenue in the
center of the township.
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Here 2 Help Forum to Focus
On Connecting With Teens

Gary Mahmoud

Sam Mahmoud

Mahmouds to Recall Journey
Of Statue of Liberty to U.S.
WESTFIELD — As part of the
Westfield Historical Society’s First
Wednesday Luncheon series, actor
and Westfield native Gary Lee
Mahmoud will share the story of
“The Statue of Liberty – Meant for
Egypt, Ends in America” on November 6. The event will begin
with check-in at 11:45 a.m. at Echo
Lake Country Club, located at 515
Springfield Avenue, Westfield.
When the Suez Canal was constructed during the period from 1859
to 1869, it was the most important
world event of the time. A 36-yearold French artist and sculptor,
Frédéric Auguste Bartholdi, offered
to build a colossal statue at the northern entrance of the canal with a torch
in its hand. Mr. Mahmoud, along
with commentary from his father,
Sam Mahmoud, will discuss how
and why the statue was given to
America instead.
A 1996 graduate of Westfield
High School, Gary Lee Mahmoud
graduated from American University in 2000 with a Bachelor of Arts
in Political Science and a minor in
history before going to work as a
legislative assistant for former U.S.
Congressman John Boehner.
In 2007, he moved to New York
to pursue a career in the entertainment business. He has since appeared on television in “Blue
Bloods,” “Law & Order: SVU” and
“Jessica Jones,” and in movies such
as The Bourne Legacy and the Oscar-nominated Paul Schrader film
First Reformed.
Mr. Mahmoud also has appeared
in various online comedy shorts for
“The Onion,” “College Humor” and

“Above Average” and in commercials including the famous Eli Manning/Odell Beckham “Dirty Dancing” Super Bowl commercial. When
not performing, Mr. Mahmoud writes
and produces sketch comedy videos
for his YouTube channel, Cringe Factory, including viral hits that have
been shared in Time magazine and
on ABC’s “Good Morning America.”
His father, Sam Mahmoud, is a
historian, writer and former columnist. Currently, he is a Westfield
Historical Society trustee emeritus. During his active membership
he made 16 presentations on ancient, Medieval and modern histories to the Westfield Historical
Society, Rotary clubs, churches and
various other organizations.
Those wishing to attend the luncheon may make a reservation by
email
to
westfieldhistoricalsociety@gmail.com,
or by calling (908) 654-1794, before Friday, November 1. Attendees are asked to advise if there are
special dietary needs. The luncheon
fee is $35 for Westfield Historical
Society members and $40 for nonmembers and includes a threecourse meal, coffee/tea and gratuity. The luncheon fee should be
paid in advance, with checks payable to the Westfield Historical
Society and mailed to Westfield
Historical Society, P.O. Box 613,
Westfield, N.J. 07091, or online at
westfieldhistoricalsociety.org/registration. Payments should be received by Friday prior to the luncheon. Westfield Historical Society memberships also will be available at the luncheon.

SHIP Rep to Visit Library
For 2020 Medicare Preview
SCOTCH PLAINS — A 2020
Medicare Preview will be offered
on Saturday, November 2, at 2 p.m.,
at the Scotch Plains Public Library.
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STUFFED WITH LOVE...Members of the Woman’s Club of Westfield display
some of the stockings they recently filled to be sent to deployed U.S. troops for the
holidays. Pictured, from left to right, are: Front row, Vivian O Neil, Pat D’Angelo
and Julie Nardone, and back row, Nancy Muserlian, Ruth Positan, Nancy
Hatfield, Jane Walsweer and Mary Anne Sepe.

Woman’s Club of Westfield
Fills Stockings For Troops
WESTFIELD — Eight members of
the Woman’s Club of Westfield spent
the afternoon of October 7 busily filling many Christmas stockings to the
brim with greeting cards of good cheer,
writing pads with pens, decks of cards,
candy, lotions, fun items and more.
The stockings will be shipped to
those active in the military with the
hope of bringing a smile to a soldier’s
face and as a way of showing club
members’ appreciation and gratitude
for all the work that service men and
women do and for all the sacrifices
they make defending the United

States.
These stockings will join many others as part of the “Boatsie Boxes”
delivery system. Boatsie Boxes began in 2004 when Master Sergeant
Patrick R. Boatsie’s mother, Gail,
forwarded a personal request from
the Deputy of Programs in Baghdad
for personal items needed for the
military in hospitals there. Four
months later, Master Sergeant Boatsie
was deployed from Baghdad and the
care package delivery system was
extended to include any deployed
troop in need of support.

WESTFIELD/SCOTCH PLAINS
AREA — The Fanwood-Scotch
Plains-Westfield Here 2 Help Mental
Health Coalition will offer its third
library forum aimed at providing useful information regarding common
stress and anxiety concerns. The presentation will be held on Wednesday,
October 30, from 7 to 8:30 p.m., at
the Westfield Memorial Library.
During this event, entitled “Connecting with your Teen: Difficult Conversations and Setting Boundaries,”
Here 2 Help experts will identify
parenting styles, the advantages and
disadvantages of each, and provide
empirical research about outcomes.
Angelo D’Amico from High Focus Centers in Cranford will discuss
and lead a panel of experts about
setting healthy boundaries, detaching with love and empathic support.
Originally organized by the
Westfield and Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCAs, the mission of the Here 2
Help Mental Health Coalition is to
improve community awareness and
understanding of mental health is-

sues through education, basic skills
training and resource information and
to help break down barriers that prevent people from seeking care.
Coalition members include Caring
Contact, High Focus Centers, Imagine, Jewish Family Service, Prevention Links, Resolve Community
Counseling Center, plus representatives of area school districts, municipalities, clergy and other concerned
citizens and organizations.
Information about Here 2 Help
can be found at here2helpnj.org and
on its Facebook page, here2helpnj.
Both are filled with timely and important mental health-related resource information.
The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. Admission to the forum is free, but seating
is limited. To register, visit https://
H2Hlibrarymentalhealthforum.eventbrite.com.
For more information, contact Bonnie
Cohen at bcohen@westfieldynj.org,
(908) 301-9622, extension no. 240, or
Tracy Crane at tcrane@fspymca.org or
(908) 889-8880, extension no. 116.

DOG ADOPTION ADVOCATE...For her Girl Scout Gold Award Project, Eva
Boyes created a website called “Adoption Option,” highlighting the misconceptions that are associated with rescuing a dog. Through the site, she hopes to show
people that they can adopt dogs of any breed, age, size, color or other aspects —
without feeling like they are “settling.” In addition to the site, she has visited
classrooms and pet adoption events, educating people on adoption. Eva, the
daughter of Jim and Maria Boyes, is pictured with Lynn Bilman’s kindergarten
class at Westfield Day Care. To learn more, visit evacboyes.wixsite.com/website.

Conservancy Plans Program
On Holiday Floral Pieces
CRANFORD — The Hanson Park
Conservancy invites area residents to
attend a Holiday Floral Demonstration featuring floral designer Kerry
Patel on Tuesday, December 3, at 7
p.m. It will take place at the Cranford
Community Center.
Ms. Patel will demonstrate holiday
tablescape and wreath ideas that are
easy to replicate for holiday parties.
From a sophisticated focal centerpiece
to small accent florals, she will talk
about how to dress up one’s home and
dining table with seasonal fresh florals.
At the end of the evening, participants will have a chance to win the
arrangements made during the event.
Ms. Patel is the owner of Kerry
Patel Designs, a fine art floral design
and styling studio based in Madison,
designing romantic, evocative florals

Library Book Club
To Meet on Nov. 3
GARWOOD — The Garwood Public Library has announced that its
Thursday Evening Book Club will
meet at 7 p.m. on November 3 to
discuss “Loving Frank” by Nancy
Horan. No registration is required.
The library is located at 411 Third
Avenue, Garwood. For more information, call (908) 789-1670. Information
about library programs also is available at youseemore.com/garwood.

and tablescapes for small, intimate
weddings and events.
The Cranford Community Center is
located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
Cranford. A suggested donation of $5
will be collected at the door. No registration is required, but seating is available on a first-come, first-served basis. This presentation is sponsored by
the Hanson Park Conservancy. To learn
more, visit the Conservancy’s website,
hansonparkconservancy.com, or like
the organization on Facebook.

Congratulations
on your
joyous occasion!
Weddings
Births
Engagements
Anniversarys
To reserve your space
Contact Suzette Stalker,
Community Editor
908-232-4407
community@goleader.com
goleader.com/form/wedding

TRICK OR TREAT
BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H
BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office
and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy weekdays
between November 1st and November 8th will receive
four free movie passes to AMC Theaters!!

Criminal Defense Matters

For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference
CELEBRATING ADDAMSFEST...Graham Barton, left, and Brandon Jawor
recently decorated the Roosterspin Restaurant in Westfield for the AddamsFest
celebration. The young men volunteered to decorate the restaurant façade for the
festive downtown Wicked Windows of Westfield.

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!
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Please Support Rob Benacchio
For Town Council
I am writing in support of Rob
Benacchio for Town Council and to
urge my First Ward neighbors to
support him too. In the years I’ve
known Rob, I’ve admired and
appreciated his genuine love of our
town and dedication to its success
and wellbeing.
I had the pleasure of sitting with
Rob for several years on the Zoning
Board of Adjustment where Rob still
serves the town as a board member.
His concise and insightful comments
during public hearings often led
directly to pragmatic solutions to
seemingly deadlocked problems.
He’s a born problem solver and his
ability to take complex situations and
boil them down to their essence
helped build bridges between people
of differing views and drive solutions.
He listens to all sides. We need these
qualities on our Town Council.
Rob’s dedication and commitment
to the town are long-standing and
well established. Rob and his wife
Michele planted roots in Westfield
over a decade ago and are raising
their three children here. In addition
to his service on the Zoning Board,
Rob has been very involved in
Westfield youth sports including
coaching flag football and girls’
basketball, softball, and soccer.
Rob’s opponent is, no doubt, a
capable and sincere person. But neither
he nor his supporters have yet, in my
view, made a good argument for voting
for him. What I’ve mostly heard from
his campaign and supporters focuses
not on what he has done, and can do,
for the town, but how he is plugged
into, and will be a willing member of,
Mayor Brindle’s team.

Garwood Kids Benefit from
Renovated Hartman Park

The mayor and her council
majority, however, have had nearly
two years to demonstrate what they
can do. In that time, we’ve seen
downtown vacancies skyrocket
(including the loss of the iconic Rialto
Theater, Victoria’s Secret and
Theresa’s restaurant); the loss of the
one-seat ride (which we just got back
thanks in large measure to
Councilman Mark LoGrippo’s
tireless efforts); an increase in car
break-ins (at least in the First Ward);
and the trashing of the well-developed
Tamaques Park field and parking
improvement plan, to name a few.
The last thing our town needs is to
further entrench the Mayor’s majority
rule. We need balance and
independence on our Town Council
now more than ever.
If elected, I have every confidence
that Rob will be that independent
voice, calling it as he sees it. He’ll
approach his responsibilities as
councilmember as he does everything
else: thoughtfully and thoroughly.
And yes, he’ll no doubt respectfully
voice his opposition from time to
time as appropriate; but he’ll also
support the mayor where it’s the right
thing to do for our town and the First
Ward. Most importantly, he’ll offer
constructive, creative, pragmatic
solutions. Rob’s a collaborative and
independent-minded bridge builder
and problem solver. He’s got my vote.
I hope he’ll have yours.
Andrew Wasserman
Westfield

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Tony LaPorta Former Democratic Town
Councilman Supports LoGrippo
Dear Neighbors, I am writing to
express my support for the re-election
of Mark LoGrippo to the Westfield
Town Council.
I first met Mark this past January at
the Martin Luther King Breakfast,
held at the Westfield Community
Center. We had a good conversation
about the Town of Westfield and
serving on the Town Council. From
there, we would bump into each other
around town often, grab a cup of
coffee together and continue our
conversation.
I'd ask people I knew in the Third
Ward about Mark, and all responses
would be the same ... extremely
positive and supportive of Mark's
service to the Town. What I heard
was, "He always gets back to me
when I contact him"..."Mark supports
road safety, improvements to our

parks and playing fields, replacement
of town trees, improving our
commute on the Raritan Valley train
Line, watching carefully how our tax
dollars are spent, improving our
downtown"..."Mark is an overall
good, honest guy."
I know Mark to be a considerate
person, not one to search for the
limelight. You won't find him at an
event only for a photo op. If he is
there, it's to work and get the job
completed. Mark is the voice of
reason, nonpartisan when it comes to
working towards the best outcome
for Westfield.
Tony LaPorta
Former Democratic Town
Councilman and Committee Member

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

INFANT LOSS AWARENESS MONTH...At last Tuesday’s council meeting,
Mayor Shelley Brindle issues a proclamation, accepted by Lou Magrone on behalf
of Walk In Sunshine Charity, recognizing October as Pregnancy and Infant Loss
Awareness Month.

Town of Westfield Issues Proclamation
for Infant Loss Awareness Month
WESTFIELD — On October 15,
the Town of Westfield issued a proclamation recognizing October as
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Awareness Month on behalf of Walk In
Sunshine Charity.
“This is a huge honor,” said Lou
Magrone in a statement. “Special
thanks to Mayor Shelley Brindle for
acknowledging how important this
topic is and deciding to grant this
proclamation in the Town of
Westfield.”
Mr. Magrone said, “The first step
in reducing the amount of pregnancy
and infant loss is awareness.”
“These babies have names and it is
ok to use their names,” he said. “My
son’s name is Joseph and he rests in

Fairview Cemetery, and it is ok to
acknowledge him.”
Infant loss awareness month was
started in 1988 by President Ronald
Reagan. In 2017, 4.1 million deaths
of infants worldwide, less than one
year old, were reported by the World
Health Organization (WHO), and an
estimated 2.6 million stillborns were
reported worldwide by WHO in 2018.
Walk In Sunshine Charity tries to
bridge the gap by providing online
resources to families all around the
world and contributing financially to
families in need in the New Jersey
area. To learn more about Walk In
Sunshine Charity, please visit their
website
at
www.walkinsunshinecharity.org.

Jenn Gilman: A Vote for the Future
I grew up here - attended
kindergarten at the Westfield Day
Care Center, moved on to Tamaques,
then Edison, and finally graduated
from Westfield High School in 2004.
My husband Dave and I are small
business owners, and he works nights.
During the few hours of daylight we
get together, we make the best of
them. From walking in Tamaques
Park, lunch downtown, or simply
enjoying the jazz music during
summer - everything feels like it’s
right around the corner, and that’s a
blessing.
I’ve seen the continued efforts for
diversity, inclusivity and strides taken

to uphold both. It feels like we finally
have leadership that gets it, and
celebrates it too.
The community in #Westfield has
helped build the foundation of who I
am. My prayer is that it will keep
getting better for young families, like
my husband and me, our future
children, and all the generations to
come.
Jenn is focused on the future, and
this is why she has my vote!
Alicia Fairfax Harper

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Letter of Endorsement for Mark Parmelee

LoGrippo Helps Stop PSE&G
Monster Power Lines
Dear Neighbors,
I want to thank Councilman
LoGrippo for his help to my family
and neighbors when we were fighting
with PSE&G related to the infamous
Reliability project. After my family
found out about this project, we
reached out to Councilman LoGrippo.
He patiently listened to our concern
and immediately pledged help as well
as gave us advice. Councilman also
joined neighbors when we visited
each household in our neighborhood
to bring awareness to residents. As
the event unfolded, Councilman
LoGrippo kept the residents informed
with updates.
When the matter came to a
satisfactory solution favoring
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residents in Ward 3, we felt supported
and helped by Councilman LoGrippo
throughout the events in March/April.
Yours truly,
Jing Liu
3rd Ward Resident

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Write Whatever
You Want ...
We’ll Publish It!
goleader.com/form/bulletin

I am writing a letter of endorsement
for Mark Parmelee for Ward 2 Town
Council. I have known Mark, his
wife Megan and their 4 children for
19 years.
My family moved to Westfield in
2000 and the Parmelee family was
one of the first families we met. We
became friends and have raised our
combined 8 children together.
Mark’s wife Megan and I ran the St
Paul’s Day School parents
organization together for 2 years and
Mark was always at every event and
beyond helpful.
At every stage of raising our
families over the last 19 years, Mark
has been involved, committed and
completely trustworthy.
Those are the exact characteristics
Westfield should be looking for in a
new councilman. I have zero doubt

that Mark will surpass everyone’s
expectations and assist our town in
positive growth and change.
Margaret Smith
913 Mountainview Circle, Westfield
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

I am writing this letter to express
my endorsement for the re-election
of Jen Blumenstock, Marc Lazarow,
and Russ Graham to the Garwood
Council. Specifically, I would like to
speak about how their leadership has
positively impacted our family and
the Garwood community. Starting in
2017, Councilman Lazarow and
Councilwoman Blumenstock led the
charge to revitalize Hartman Park
which was an under-utilized and
dilapidated space that had not been
updated for 30 years. They quickly
transformed the park with brand new
equipment including a special needs
sensory tunnel, play areas suitable
for multiple age groups, and ample
benches and picnic tables for parents
to more easily monitor their children.
Councilman Lazarow and
Councilwoman Blumenstock were
even able to stay within budget to
include repaving the basketball court
that was suffering from cracks and
faded lines. This was all
accomplished with more than half of
the cost funded by county grants that
were ambitiously advocated for by
Jen and Marc. When an opportunity
to apply for the same grant existed
the following year, they seized the
moment to enhance the experience at
Hartman Park to bring more shading
and to repair a broken water fountain.
These projects were eventually
implemented under the new
leadership of Councilman Russ
Graham who took over as chair of the

I am writing this letter in support of
the current Democratic team running
for Council that includes, Jen
Blumenstock, Marc Lazarow, and
Russ Graham.
I proudly served on Council for six
months in 2018 as an appointed
Republican. I had the pleasure of
working with Marc and Jen on the
Buildings and Grounds Committee. I
was impressed with the hard work
and dedication that Marc and Jen
demonstrated. Working together was
productive, and rewarding. Issues
were discussed, options explored, and
decisions made--teamwork at its
finest.
Throughout 2019, I have continued
to attend Council meetings. The
meetings I could not attend, I watched
on Garwood Live. My first
observation was that the meetings
are now much more civil, and show
real cooperation between Democrats
and Republicans. It is clear that party
is left at the door, and Garwood's best
interest is the only interest.
I truly appreciate Marc and Jen's
attention to details, such as making
sure the municipal budget tax bill
was flat in 2018, and only increased
$35 in 2019. The "breaking down the
budget" town halls held for the
residents required real effort, time,
and commitment to the taxpayers of
Garwood. I say this as a fiscal
conservative.
Since Russ Graham’s appointment
in January, I’ve watched him hit the
ground running as he oversaw the
new shading at Hartman Park and
monitored the quarterly maintenance
checklists of our parks. I believe
Hartman Park is an asset to Garwood
and the children that play there can
attest to that.
Having run last year, I learned
firsthand how some folks are
deflecting blame just to create more
division amongst our town. I found
the piece mailed by the Garwood

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH
Do you really want to deal with
the insurance companies yourself?
I can help.
Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience
In New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Slips & Falls
Dog Bite Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com
No Fee If No Recovery
Call Me For A Free Consultation

Michael Ferrara
Garwood Resident

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Former Garwood GOP
Councilwoman Endorses Dems

The Law Office of

INJURED?

Buildings and Grounds Committee.
Also, Jen, Marc, and Russ have
ensured that this investment of
taxpayer dollars will be protected
with quarterly maintenance reports
by the foreman of the Garwood DPW.
Since the park re-opened this past
July, I have heard nothing but
excitement for the brand new
Hartman Park. Anytime you pass by
the park, there are tons of kids and
parents enjoying it, which was not
typical prior to the revitalization. It is
great to be able to enjoy such a fun
and safe playground with my children
in our great town of Garwood.
Knowing that this project was well
planned, implemented, and stayed
within budget shows that this team is
able to balance priorities by ensuring
Garwood residents are surrounded
with accessible and enjoyable
outdoor destinations while being
mindful of the costs. I firmly believe
that Garwood is lucky to have these
three individuals willing to continue
to look out for our community in the
years to come. Please join me on
Tuesday, November 5th in electing
Councilwoman Jen Blumenstock,
Councilman Marc Lazarow, and
Councilman Russ Graham to
Garwood Council.

Republican
Club,
which
impersonated a school-publication
called “The Garwood Connection,”
disturbing, as it was riddled with
misrepresentations, misstatements,
and flat out falsehoods.
I attended the Forum at The Pointe
this past Thursday evening. After
listening to all the candidates, it is
crystal clear that Marc, Jen and Russ
are here to work hard for Garwood,
as they have already, and will
undoubtedly continue to do so!
Running a municipality is hard
work and comes with many late hours.
That cannot be accomplished if
everyone isn't willing to work
together. A cohesive group is what
sits on the dais now and I hope to see
them continue.
This is why I encourage all
Democrats, Republicans, and
Independents alike to vote
Blumenstock, Lazarow and Graham
for honest leadership that is
dependable for real results for our
town on November 5th.
Stephanie Bianco
Former Garwood Councilwoman (R)
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On Tuesday November 5th, Vote For Rich Bodmer Running For Town Council Ward 2
14. 62-66 Elm Street - VACANT

Bus our kids out of town?
In addition to the importance we place on following our local election is a
major issue of importance that deserves our attention on the state level. It
concerns shuffling the school age children within each county. Putting our
kids on buses to neighboring communities, and kids from neighboring
communities being bused into ours. In Trenton under direction from the
Governor, the NJ Department of Education (NJDOE) proposes that all of the
township Boards of Education be combined. This would mean that Westfield
would have very little say in how our schools are managed. The idea behind
this NJDOE plan is to lower the cost of education for each town. Please know
that Westfield pays the Board of Education north of $121 Million dollars a
year from taxes the town collects. Let me repeat that, Westfield pays north of
$121 Million dollars in taxes to the Board of Education each year. To put this
into perspective Westfield only collects around $170 Million dollars a year in
total (about 70% is going to education).

15. 76 Elm Street - VACANT
16. 118-126 Elm Street ( 3 stores VACANT)
17. 138 Elm Street - VACANT
18. 189 Elm Street - VACANT
19. 215 Elmer Street - VACANT
20. 204 Lenox Avenue - VACANT
21. 220 Lenox Avenue (2nd floor office space) - VACANT

If you believe that property owners in Westfield have the same priorities in
terms of the proposal to bus school age children from one district to
another/combine local boards of education, think again.
Now for any of you that read my letters to the editor about the value of our
homes, you might remember that I think of the value of our homes has three
spokes. Spoke one: Schools/Education. Spoke two: The physicality of the
home (remodeling/how many bedrooms, etc.). Spoke three: The Downtown.
Well, spoke three is already bent with 27 vacant storefronts. If something
happens to spoke one (Schools/Education), we have lost more value on our
homes. Frightening? Well, every time I mention this to a Westfield resident, I
am told the town would never allow this. If our town supports the Governor
and the Board of Education on this program our entire town will lose its
value.
Please ask the candidates from your ward how they feel about this issue. I
can assure you, I will not use one-seat ride train seats as a negotiating chip
with the Governor to risk losing control of the Westfield Board of Education.
My Apology
I would like to apologize to the town of Westfield for not attending the
debates held last Monday.
Based off of a letter submitted to the Tap from Rupa Motwani, Chairwoman,
Westfield Democratic CMTE, here is what I request from the Democratic
Party for me to debate my opponent:
“Please tell Rupa that I will debate Mark Parmalee once I see a letter in the
paper from the mayor and from Rupa condemning the actions of Brindle’s
bullies and they supply a statement stating that they have no influence or
participation in any way with the smear campaigns that have been going on
for the last three months. Also tell them that we want a statement as to the
leader board and we would like to know what kind of capital they have been
paying.”
Now let me explain, the Democrats have been paying people from Westfield
and all over the country to smear the Republican candidates in the Westfield
2019 election through social media. The reason we know this, is because we
discovered a Democratic Leader Board on the Westfield Democratic
webpage. On this back-office webpage we found a weekly and monthly tally
of the leaders and discussing capital payments. The more you smear the
more capital you earn. After discovering this leader board we presented it to
the local news organizations. Within hours of notifying the press the
webpage was taken down.
What the Dems have done is known as Weaponizing social media. These
hired guns have been creating lies and spreading them with hundreds of
thousands of posts.
The objective in these attacks is to manipulate the conversation about a
candidate and their positions. These hired extremist are targeting Republican
candidates through Facebook, tweets, etc. creating giant smear campaigns
that are used as a weapon against the Republican candidates. “This is a
classic intimidation tactic: mass-posting at someone’s account to scream
them into silence”.
I have lived in this town since 1970. I ask all of you to contact any and all that
are involved in our town government and or running for government in
Westfield and ask them about these social Bullies. Also, please watch how
they attack me and call me a liar over the next few weeks. The good thing is,
we took pictures of the leader board so that I can prove that I am not lying.
Once again I do apologize to Westfield for not making the debate, but if the
Dems leadership and my opponent will not prove that campaign funds have
not been used to pay these extremists, participating or steering these bullies
we don’t have a great deal to discuss. Now it is time for the Demorcats to
apologize. Vote For Bodmer Town Council Ward 2.
Ghost-Town
Brand recognition is a very important element when you are running for
office. It used to be, a knock on the door and a conversation with your
neighbors and the job was done. Well, the internet has certainly changed
those days. Now within seconds messages from around the world are now in
your in-box. A lawn sign being stolen off of someone’s property does not
even move the dial. The smear campaign is the new norm. The down side,
you work and do all the right things your entire life and with the stroke of a
key or an altered picture your credibility is attacked with lies. The upside,
people that have known you for 50 years see this as a horrible smear
campaign and decide they don’t want these types of Government tactics and
come to your support. Thank You.
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank Liz-ard, O-fear-able and Lurch (there are 10
other names we could have used that they hide behind) for doubling my
name recognition and reminding so many people of all of my business and
personal success such as: The CLUBHOUSE, Shout, NFL, Real estate developer
and my involvement with over 70 charities. Their goal is to distract you from
the real issue, our ghost downtown.
As of September 5, 2019, the following buildings are empty downtown:
1. 21 E. Broad Street - VACANT
2. 109 E. Broad Street - VACANT
3. 129 E. Broad Street - VACANT
4. 233-235 E. Broad Street - VACANT
5. 250 E. Broad Street - VACANT
6. 253 E. Broad Street - VACANT
7. 266 E. Broad Street - VACANT
8. 21 Elm Street - VACANT
9. 23 Elm Street - VACANT
10. 33 Elm Street - VACANT
11. 47 Elm Street - VACANT
12. 52 Elm Street - VACANT
13. 58 Elm Street - VACANT

Raising children with all of the craziness that we see in the news makes a
vibrant downtown an important tool in raising your children. Remember “It
takes a village to raise a child”. Our village now has 22 vacant store fronts. I
am running for Town Council, I have the business background to help the
present administration solve this dangerous problem.
The value in a cup of coffee

22. 226 North Avenue W. - VACANT
23. 231 North Avenue W. (office space on second floor) - VACANT

“I would like to get downtown Westfield to be more like it was when I was
growing up here”.

24. 241 North Avenue W. (3rd floor office space) - VACANT
25. 251 North Avenue W. - VACANT

If you believe that State of NJ will be lowering our annual taxes anytime
soon, I am guessing you have not lived in NJ for very long. The Board of
Education and the state will find new and different ways of spending the
tax money/your money.

surrounding businesses. Diner, shopping, ice cream or a cup of coffee before
or after seeing a movie is what we a losing. In other words the Rialto brings
business to our downtown. But more importantly it is a part of your
children’s youth that has been taken away.

26. 411 North Avenue W. (new building next to the firehouse) - VACANT
27. 600 South Avenue W. - VACANT

I was told: “you can’t say that if you want to win, it’s not the same Westfield”.
What?

Our Town of Westfield has helped me enjoy my life in so many ways

All I have ever wanted to do was race cars. At 15, I went looking for a job,
back when gas stations repaired cars. My plan was to get a job, buy a car and
work on it till I was old enough to drive. So, I went to each station and
explained about my mechanical ability and motivation. All offered me a job at
$3.75 an hour except one that offered $3.50. I went back to my $3.50 offer
with the intention of convincing the owner to offer me the additional .25
cents. What I didn’t expect was his reply “wouldn’t it be worth .25 cents to
learn how to deal with people?” delivered from the biggest smile you’ve ever
seen. “Think about it and get back to me.”

For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Richard Bodmer. I have been
a member of the Westfield Community since 1970. You might remember my
mother Jacqueline Bodmer and my father Dick Bodmer; both were very active
in the community, church, the choir, our Westfield Community Players, etc. My
parents were the first in our family to move here, and this move changed the
trajectory of my life. Please grant me a few minutes to explain why. My hope is
that this story inspires you to reflect on the choice you made to live here and
set up roots.

I could not shake those words. Looking back on it, he was challenging me to
invest in myself. The next afternoon I accepted my $3.50 an hour job at
Romeo’s Gulf. From the day I started I began to learn. I watched how Russell
would make each customer feel at ease and assure them he would take care
of their car. He was a great business owner; he taught me to listen, to be kind
and to realize how important helping these families was. He would fix
peoples cars that couldn’t afford the repair and let them pay over time. He
understood what community meant and how his business was an important
part of that community.

There are 13 vacant storefronts between the train station and Trader Joe’s on
Elm Street. Before the last election there were 14 vacant storefronts in whole
town.
As a businessman, I have been a tenant, landlord, developer and builder. I can
make a difference in our downtown. Please ask someone that really knows me.

It was the spring of 1986, I had come home from the University of Delaware
with my girlfriend, one of my football teammates and his girlfriend for the
weekend. For my teammate and me our college football days were over, we
were seniors (no spring football).
We decided to spend the weekend at my home in Westfield because we could
easily take the train into NYC for dinner and a show. On our way into NY, we
were standing on the platform (waiting for the connecting train) and looking
around. Further down the platform we noticed what looked like a homeless
man. He was wearing a long tan colored coat that was filthy, and had long hair
and a beard. It looked as though he hadn’t washed in weeks. As we noticed the
man, he noticed us. He started walking towards us. I could only assume that he
was coming over to ask for money; he was now about 100 feet away from us. As
he got closer, I remember saying to my football friend, “here we go.” I had
imagined that the disheveled man was going to go into a song and dance as to
why we needed to give him our money. Then, when he was within 25 feet of
where we were standing, I could feel him staring at me. He stepped even closer
and spoke directly to me, “Rich, Rich Bodmer it’s me, Bill from Queen of Peace.”
I almost fell over. It was one of the kids I had gone to school with from nursery
school all the way up through 7th grade. It was back in the summer between
7th and 8th grade when my family moved out of town, to Westfield. Bill and I
had gone to school together all those years ago. I could not believe he
recognized me. The last time I saw him I was 13 years old. I might have been
5’8" at 110LBS then. Now, I was 6’5" 248LBS. and about to report to football
camp for the Miami Dolphins.
Bill spent the next 15 minutes telling me about his struggles. He also told of
various horror stories related to other kids that we were friends with back then.
It was a roster of overdoses, jail time, sadness and loss. I could not believe that
those kids, the ones that I had received my first Holy Communion with, was
confirmed with, and who at the time had such promising lives, had gone so out
of control.
As the NY train finally arrived I wished Bill well, we parted ways and I got on the
train with my friends. I reviewed what had just happened on the platform and
explained that when my parents told me about the move, I wasn’t having it. All
of my friends were there. Friends I had known my whole life. I did not want to
go. Against my objections we did move, my parents wanted something different
for us and I didn’t see it then.
The next morning I went into the kitchen and began hugging my mother and
thanking her. She began to ask me what was wrong (as only a mother can do). I
told her nothing was wrong and how thankful I was that she and my father
made me move to Westfield so many years ago. I told her about the encounter
with Bill on the train platform the day before; she remembered him. She also
remembered the other kids that Bill and I talked about. It made us stop and
appreciate how the move to Westfield impacted our family.
The Westfield community has been a great place to invest our lives, and it will
continue to be this. Our town is filled with people who understand working
hard, the power of a good education, supporting our businesses and neighbors.
It’s an incredible place to live. I am a second generation Westfield resident, and
I would like to sustain the important values of our community while moving our
great town into the future. I would like to serve you in our local government as
town councilman. I have decided to run on the Republican ticket in November
for Town Council, Ward 2 to keep our community strong. Your vote for me is a
vote to strengthen and keep our community strong. Vote for Bodmer.
Save the Rialto
As I came down the stairs into my kitchen, my mom asked me “where you going
and what are you dressed up for?” As I could feel the blood rushing to my face I
said “downtown to the movies”. Before I could be discovered I went out the
back door and jumped on to my bike. What I didn’t reveal to my mom as I was
pedaling away was I was going on my first date since we had moved into the
town.
As I arrived downtown I met my date and we headed into the Rialto. After
tickets were paid for it was off to the snack bar. My order was a bag of popcorn
to share along with some drinks. Popcorn is the perfect snack for a first date.
You see, in the mind of a 14 year old boy you have to plan the perfect first date.
A boy at this age will spend many hours planning this very important moment in
his life. It is the beginning of manhood. Popcorn is a major component in a
strategic plan. The idea is that during the movie you happen to brush hands as
you both reach for some popcorn. Based off of her reaction you would know
whether you could try and hold her hand as you were leaving the Rialto. This
very scientific plan has been perfected throughout time. Besides that Kevin’s
much older brother Tommy who was 16 told me.

The best lesson: always have a pot of coffee brewing. Russell made the worst
coffee, but that didn’t stop the town fathers stopping for a cup. Coffee and
discussions that covered everything: economy, government, kids, but the
worst were the tragedies. The sadness that affects every town as time passes:
the loss of a family member or a loved one, a car crash, sickness. Discussion
was the main ingredient stirred in with the cream and sugar. Questions, how
it occurred and how the community might support those in need. I listened
and learned from the people of Downtown Westfield how to become a better
man. They taught me it was never about me, it was always about us as a
community.
Time after time watching how this town rallies to help its own, someone’s
hospital bills, cleaning a yard or just a helping hand, Westfield is a great town.
Differences of opinion, was always embraced at Romeo’s Gulf. So, I will wish
you and your families some of the kindness, wisdom and love this town gave
me growing up. Westfield, please hold on to the kind soul this town has
always had, by stirring in a little community in your next cup of coffee.
I became a licensed NASCAR driver in 1993. Thanks Russell, best .25 cents
ever spent. Vote for Bodmer, Ward 2.
Christmas Break
For anyone that has ever been involved with collegiate sports you will know
that there isn’t much time to do anything except go to classes and play your
sport. Should you be lucky enough to have your school pay for education, you
will also know that it is a bit of a double edged sword. You see not only do
you not have the time for a job, but the NCAA has rules that eliminate you
from working. A job could affect you eligibility. So, most collage athletes
come home for the holidays with no money in their pockets.
My brother Stephen and I were both playing football in college and fortunate
enough to have our sport support our education. But, we were unable to
work, so when we came home for Christmas break we didn’t have much
money for Christmas. To give you an idea of the timeline, the VCR was the
new big rage in the electronics world. When we asked our mother what dad
might want for Christmas? She told us how all of our father’s friends were so
excited about their VCR’s.
Well, knowing that the few dollars my brother and I had in our pockets was
not going to pay for a VCR. I decided to go downtown Westfield to see if I
could find a gift for my dad. Back then every store front in Westfield was
filled with great shops. It was always so much fun to be downtown leading up
to the holidays. It was like a great reunion of every graduation class. As I was
bouncing from store to store, I stopped in to Elm Radio to visit my friend Rick
Schadle. Rick’s family owned Elm Radio at the time. For anyone that has not
been in the store, they carry a large assortment of items for washing
machines to radios. As Rick and I were catching up, I noticed several models
of VCR’s on the shelf. I walked over to take a look and asked Rick how much
they cost. I think they started at $299.00 and went up from there. I explained
to him about my dad wanting one and how far away it was from my brother
and my budget. While I was looking the VCR’s over, Rick excuse himself and
went to the back of the store. When Rick returned, he asked me “how much
money I had?” $50.00 I said, why? He said “give me the $50.00 and pay me
the rest when you can, Merry Christmas” as he handed me a brand new VCR.
I couldn’t believe it, he and his family business had made our family’s
Christmas. Needless to say the VCR was the hit on Christmas morning.
Westfield has so many stores in town that are owned and operated by people
you can walk in and talk to. If you go into Jay’s Cycles, Sole’ shoes, Hershey’s
Subs and so many other stores, there will be a Jay, Anna or Jerry there to help
you. Sure they are there to sell their products, but they are also there to
support you and family. The holidays will be here before you know it, so
before you hop on your computer consider that you need the downtown as
much as the downtown needs you. Please shop in downtown Westfield.

https://www.facebook.com/Save-the-Rialto109724090396364/?modal=admin_todo_tour
https://www.facebook.com/voteforbodmer
voteforbodmer@gmail.com

VoTE!

When I got home that night my mom and dad were in the living room watching
TV. My mom asked how I liked the movie? Before I could even answer my father
said “Your mom really wants to know, how was your date?” You see nether of
them were ever concerned about where I was. Because they knew if I was on
my bike I was going somewhere in town. They never had to be concerned the
entire time I was growing up in Westfield.
The Rialto has just closed. Yes, it might not have been a state of the art theater
but was one of the most valuable businesses in Westfield. The Rialto was a
destination business, meaning people from outside of Westfield and town went
there for a reason. No one from another town is coming to Westfield just for a
coffee. In most cases, a night at the Rialto would be a feeder system to the
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McGOVERN SCORES, MURRAY’S LONG SHOT NETS GOAL

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Freshman Aileen McGovern and
senior Maggie Murray successfully
found the net, while the Cougars’
dogged defense consistently disrupted
the efforts of Yasla Ngoma to earn the
top-seeded Cranford High School
girls soccer team a 2-1 victory over
fifth-seeded Oak Knoll in the semifinal round of the Union County Tournament held at AL Johnson High
School in Clark on October 19.
The 13-2-1 Cougars’ starting defense consisting of seniors Claire
Ganley and Caroline Ewing and juniors Abby Ahern and Morgan Heim
were all over Ngoma and attacker
Julia Ford. And even when Ahern

went down with a temporary injury,
backups Gabiella Baiada and Nellie
Clark filled in to ward off their penetration.
“Our point of defense was me and
the other defenders wanted to keep
Yaz [Ngoma] in our view the whole
time. We have a great interchangeable defense, so Gabby stepped up.
She [Ngoma] was on her side a lot, so
Gabby contained her on the sideline
most of the time, so she would receive
the ball at the 50 but she wouldn’t
really get a lot of through balls in,”
Ahern explained.
“We knew that their game plan was
going to be look for Yaz [Ngoma] up
top, play into the corners, try to get
some space so she could run onto it. I

thought the back four did an amazing
job of closing down those opportunities. We kept Yaz’s touches to a minimum. She didn’t really get a lot of
action today, which is great for us.
Then not only did we win it back, it
wasn’t like we were trying to boot it
up the field, we were playing to the
third, playing to feet, so it all started
with those back four,” Cougar Head
Coach Andrew Gagliardo pointed out.
Although the Royals were a step
ahead for the first five minutes, the
Cougars’ midfield adjusted well to
shift the momentum for the remainder
of the game. The Royals’ go-to person, Ngoma, did get off a wicked shot
but Cougar goalkeeper Amanda Vath
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Cougars Disrupt Royals, 2-1,
In UCT Girls Soccer Semifinal
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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laura Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUSING A FUMBLE...A host of Blue Devils scramble for the ball after a Panther running back fumbles the ball in
Bridgewater on October 18. The Panthers scored 14 unanswered points in the second half to beat Westfield, 17-6.

SHAPIRO FIRES TO ROONEY FOR 11-YD TOUCHDOWN

BrH2O Downs Westfield,17-6;
In Classic Football Showdown
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bridgewater-Raritan got a little bit
of the revenge it desired with a 17-6
victory over the Westfield High School
football team on October 18, at John
Basilone Field in Bridgewater. Two
seasons ago, Bridgewater lost 20-7 to

Westfield in the 2017 North 2 Group
V championship game which was part
of a long losing streak the Panthers
had against the Blue Devils. On Friday night though, quarterback (QB)
Alex Fromberg connected on 14 of 24
passes for 157 yards and a score to
lead the Panthers past the Blue Dev-

ils. The long history of failures against
Westfield was on the mind of BR
players as the clock ticked down and
the players rushed to the fences to
celebrate with their families and
friends.
“Playing so many state title games
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

LYGHT, ‘DOBO’ SCORE IN REG.; WEINSTEIN PK WINNER

Soccer Blue Devils Advance
To UCT Finals Via ‘Shootout’
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ATTEMPTING TO GET A FOOT ON THE BALL...Cougar freshman Aileen McGovern, No. 5, and an Oak Knoll Royal
attempt to get a foot on the ball during the Union County Tournament semifinal game at AL Johnson High School in Clark
on October 19. The top-seeded Cougars defeated the Royals, 2-1, to advance to the UCT championship game.

COACH ROSENMEIER RECORDS 100TH CAREER VICTORY

History was made the moment junior Julia Weinstein slid her penalty
kick (PK) past Raider senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler to secure the
third-seeded Westfield High School

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Less than four minutes into the game
the Cranford High School football
team gave Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier a good indication that he
was going to collect his 100th career
win when the Cougars scored two
touchdowns en route to a 41-0 shutout of the visiting JP Stevens Hawks
on Senior Night at Memorial Field in
Cranford on October 17. The win
established Rosenmeier as the only
CHS head football coach to achieve
that milestone.
Although senior quarterback
Connor Katz did complete five passes

for 110 yards, all of the Cougars’
touchdowns came by way of the run.
Katz, who carried nine times for 49
yards, crossed the goal line three times
with respective runs of eight yards,
two yards and 16 yards. Junior running back Marcus Johnson carried
three times for 64 yards, which included a 44-yard touchdown gallop.
Junior Dennis DeMarino added a twoyard touchdown run and sophomore
running back Colin Murray (3 carries, 46 yards) had a five-yard touchdown run.
Katz connected with Mike Kalnins
twice for 48 yards, Cole Blazek once
for 47 yards, Anthony DeCostello

once for nine yards and Jake
DeClerico once for six yards. He had
little need to hook up with one of his
favorite receivers, co-captain Tom
Korzeneski.
The Hawks quickly discovered that
they were going to get nowhere with
their running game. Running back
Charles Dixion was thrown for a threeyard loss on his first attempt and
nailed for a six-yard loss compliments
of Cougar Evan Kanterman (6 tackles). After a one-yard gain, the Hawks
were forced to punt where Blazek
returned it to the Hawks’ 30. Katz
connected with Kalnins good for 22
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

while second-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood managed to get only two
inside the posts during the UCT semifinal game at AL Johnson High School
in Clark on October 21.
When it came to UCT championCONTINUED ON PAGE 14

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

Cougar Gridders Recoil; Prey
On J.P. Stevens Hawks, 41-0
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

girls soccer team advancement to the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship game to face topseeded Cranford at a place yet to be
determined (As of October 22). After
a 1-1 , double overtime tie, the Lady
Blue Devils sank their first four PK’s,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TIME TO CELEBRATE...The Lady Blue Devils celebrate after winning a penalty kick shootout against the Raiders in the
semifinal round game at AL Johnson High School in Clark on October 21.

Coldwell Banker Wesƞield West & Elite ProperƟes Presents:

Westfield Woods

Patrick A. Manfra Jr, Broker Sales Associate
908.370.1046 Cell
908.233.0065 Oĸce
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DISRUPTING THE PITCHOUT...Cougars Nate Caldwell, No. 31, Jeremy West, No. 79, and Parker Melchoire, No. 45,
attempt to disrupt a Hawk pitchout during Senior Night in Cranford on October 18. The Cougars won, 41-0.

patrick.manfra@cbmoves.com

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions.
©2019 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark
licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real
estate brokers.

Sparking the Mind
An opportunity to learn, to discuss and to be a part of a stimulating community.
For adults of all ages.

Upcoming Series Tuesdays at the JCC from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov • Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800
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WF’S SPERGEL GETS 1ST, MAURILLO 2ND, HACKER 6TH

Blue Devil Boys Win UCC X-C;
WF Girls Finish 3rd, SPF 4th
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REACHING A MILESTONE...The Cougars display a banner to indicate that Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier attained his
100th career win when Cranford shut out the JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0, on Senior Night in Cranford on October 18.

Cougar Gridders Prey on JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

yards then from the eight, Katz hooked
right for the touchdown with 9:28 on
the clock.
A seven-yard throw for a loss (TFL)
recorded by Cougar Nate Caldwell (5
tackles) and a joint three-yard TFL by
Liam Loughlin (4 tackles, sack) and
Matt Coates (10 tackles) convinced
the Hawks to punt on their next series
and the Cougars took over at the
Hawks’ 49. Katz tossed a 47-yard
strike to Blazek, who was pushed
down at the two.
Blazek offered his opinion. “I ran
the torch route and Connor threw a
nice ball. I was in bounds. I stretched
and I was in the end zone and the ref
made a chippy call and I have to live
with that.”
Katz then slipped in for the touchdown with 8:33 left in the first quarter.
Early in the second quarter after
Loughlin recorded an 11-yard sack,
the Cougars got great field position at
the Hawks’ 35. On the third play, Katz
zigzagged his way for a 16-yard touchdown and a 21-0 lead.
On his team’s running success in
the game, Katz emphasized, “Patrick
Blowe! It starts with him the leader of
our line. A great captain, takes care of
everything up there. Mike Fanelli,
Kevin Shriner. Garrett Lynch stepped
up because Matt Fries is injured. He
did a great job. Danny Quinones did
a great job too. Then they [Kalnins,
Korzeneski] blocked on both of my
touchdown runs. It was a whole team
effort for me to get in there.”
The Hawks attempted an onside
kick to start the third quarter but it
rolled out of bounds at their own 44.
On the first play, Johnson hooked
down the left side for the touchdown
with just 14 seconds off the clock. A
PUBLIC NOTICE

bad snap prevented the point after
attempt.
Linebacker Kevin Keogh recovered a fumble and the Cougars were
back in business at the Hawks’ 25.
Katz scooted for 21 yards. DeMarino
carried for two yards then followed
up with his two-yard touchdown
plunge with 10:16 left in the third
quarter.
The Hawks answered with their
only threat of the evening and got the
ball down to the Cranford eight but
Cougar cornerback Luke Pachkowski
intercepted in the end zone and returned it to midfield.
In the fourth quarter, the Cougar
starters sat for a breath and sophomore Shane Van Dam took over at
quarterback and engineered a nineplay, 54-yard scoring drive, which
included a 27-yard run and a fiveyard touchdown run by Murray. Van
Dam did have a five-yard completion
to sophomore Amari Folk.
The lopsided victory was quite a
contrast from the lopsided loss the
Cougars suffered the week before to
the undefeated Rahway Indians.
“It was more of a we didn’t really
practice hard enough during the week.
We weren’t drilling to our full potential, so in order to beat teams that are
good we are going to have to practice
to our fullest potential. I didn’t think
that that team was that much better
than us. Going into that game we got
to know that we got to be on point
every day at practice,” Korzeneski
said.
“We have the talent to do about
everything we want to do this season
but I feel like it’s about discipline and
doing all the things that coach told us
to do. We did that this week in practice and I feel like when we do that, we
PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE 2019-13
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
CRANFORD, SECTION 1. PART II GENERAL LEGISLATION, CHAPTER
393 TOWING, ARTICLE III REQUIREMENTS, SECTION 6(D) MINIMUM
STANDARDS OF PERFORMANCE AND SECTION 2. PART II GENERAL
LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 393 TOWING, ARTICLE IV PROCEDURE,
SECTION 15. RATES
WHEREAS, the governing body of the Township of Cranford, in cooperation with the
Cranford Police Department, is committed to providing safe, reliable and cost effective
motor vehicle towing services for vehicles when such services are necessary; and
WHEREAS, currently towing operators who are granted licenses by the Township must
store their towing vehicles either within the limits of the Township of Cranford or within two
miles of the municipal building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee recommends increasing the distance between
licensed towing facilities and the municipal building to within four miles to provide more
options and ultimately a better level of service to Cranford residents; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee recommends increasing tow service fees, which
have not changed since 1993 to ensure quality service to its residents; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Committee of the Township
of Cranford that the Municipal Code for the Township of Cranford be amended as follows:
SECTION 1. Part II General Legislation, Chapter 393 Towing, Article III Requirements, Section 6(D) Minimum Standards of Performance. is hereby amended as
follows:
393-6 Minimum standards of performance.
To qualify for inclusion on the list of towing operators, each applicant must meet the
following minimum standards:
. . .
D. (1)(c) The location of the storage facility shall be either within the limits of the
Township or within a two-mile four-mile radius of the Cranford Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey.
. . .
SECTION 2. Part II General Legislation, Chapter 393 Towing, Article IV Procedure, Section 15. Rates. is hereby amended by repealing it in its entirety and inserting:
A. The following rates are applicable within the purpose and intent of this chapter:
Service
Rate
Towing charge
Category I (all vehicles up to 10,000 pounds GVW)
$ 150
Category II (all vehicles 10,001 to 16,000 pounds GVW)
250
Category III (all vehicles 16,001 pounds and over GVW)
500
Winching cable
(to be used only when vehicle has left the roadway)
350 per 1/2 hour
Recovery-winching heavy duty
(16,001 GVW and above), per hour
600
Inside storage
Category I (above)
$ 90 per day
Category II (above)
180 per day
Category III (above)
250 per day
Outside storage
Category I (above)
$ 45 per day
Category II (above)
90 per day
Category III (above)
125 per day
Jump starts
125 per hour
Tire changes
125 per hour
Lockouts 125 per hour
....
SECTION 3. All other ordinances or portions thereof in conflict or inconsistent herewith
are hereby repealed.
SECTION 4. This ordinance will take effect upon publication after final passage as
required by law.
NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE
The foregoing ordinance was introduced and approved on first reading at a meeting of
the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday, October
15, 2019 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing to be held
at the Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
November 12, 2019 at 7:30 PM or as soon thereafter as this matter can be reached. All
persons interested will be given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance.
Copies of Ordinance 2019-13 are available in the office of the Township Clerk, Cranford
Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey, during the hours of 8
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $124.44

are going to hit our stride,” Katz added.
“The practice aspect is actually
what’s killing us right now. We got to
keep playing hard in practice, keep
our assignments, keep the discipline
and I think we have a shot at any team
in the state. I believe that we have one
of the most talented groups in the
state and I think that we will be able to
push past any team if we practice
hard,” Blazek emphasized.
The Cougars will get another opportunity to display their talent when
they get on the bus for a trip to face
North Hunterdon this Friday at 7.
p.m. Next will be a trip to Summit on
Saturday, November 2, at 2:30 p.m.
“Right now we are focused on winning the conference next week. That’s
just going to get the first championship under our belts. That’s a good
game to see where we are at before
going into Summit and going into the
playoffs,” Korzeneski said.
“We are going to take it game-bygame. Obviously you want to win the
conference but it’s about getting better every week and building off the
win. I feel if we have another great
week in practice, we are going to get
better. This was our Senior Night.
Might be our last time playing here
but we want to win out and get another
one here,” Katz expressed.
“The O-line came out and this week
we had an amazing practice, the best
I’ve ever had there as an O-lineman
with these guys. Everybody bought
in, everybody was ready, everybody
had each other. I think we are going to
come out, put in the same work this
week and we will be able to grind it
out,” Blowe said.
“I think we have enough to win out.
I hope we get another home game
here. It’s just about the work ethic and
how hard we practice. That’s what it’s
really going to come down to. If we do
that, you are going to see us at states,”
Blazek predicted.
JP Stevens
Cranford
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Extremely high winds and an interestingly winding course greeted the
boys and girls at the Union County
Conference Cross-Country Championships at Oak Ridge Park in Clark on
October 17. Seniors Zach Spergel
and Alex Maurillo finished 1-2 to
lead the Westfield High School boys
to the Watchung Division crown, while
the Union Catholic (UC) Vikings
placed first in the Watchung girls division.
The Blue Devil boys finished with
a total of 26 just ahead of the Summit
Hilltoppers at 37. The UC Vikings
took third at 74 and the Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders took fourth at 110.
The Viking girls totaled 34, while
Summit took second at 46, followed
by Westfield at 57 and the Raiders at
98.
Resting a few of their top runners,
Will Loggia, Jon Givelber and Will
McGlynn, Blue Devil Kevin Yucetepe
set the pace at the one-mile mark,
followed closely by Maurillo with the
remainder of the pack well behind.
But when it came time for the home
stretch, Spergel and Maurillo, with
the wind at their back, crossed the

against them and coming up short and
then this year coming up short in the
games that we lost, it was a combination of those two things that made us
feel extra happy about this victory,”
said Fromberg, a senior.
For a while, it looked like the Blue
Devil dominance over Bridgewater
would continue as Westfield scored a
touchdown on an 11-yard pass from
QB Hank Shapiro to wide receiver
Griffin Rooney on their opening drive
of the game. Westfield milked the
lead throughout much of the first half.
Michael Pastor kicked a 24-yard field
goal to pull Bridgewater to within 63 before the halftime break.
The formula for a win looked pretty
good for Westfield which relied on
running back Tim Alliegro and a
staunch defense to control the ball
and preserve the lead. But the tide
was slowly turning as the first half
ended and the Blue Devil offense had
turned the ball over a couple of times,
scuttling their chances to increase the
lead.
“We came out had a great start then
got a turnover,” said Westfield Head
Coach Jim DeSarno. “Then we’re
moving the ball and we turned it over.
From that point on, they were a little
bit too much for us to handle, I guess.”
In the third quarter, the Panther
defense began to assert itself. They
began to disrupt the Westfield passing game with consistent pressure on
Shapiro. A key sequence occurred
late in the third quarter with the Blue
Devils backed up in inside their 20yard line. A sack of Shapiro forced a
punt, allowing Bridgewater to take
PUBLIC NOTICE
tion, Chapter 255 Land Development,
Article V Zoning Section 39(B)(22) is
hereby amended as follows:
§ 255-39. Conditional Uses.
. . .
B. Specific conditions for conditional
uses.
. . .
(22) Residential uses.
(a) Each apartment shall have its own
entrance to a hallway, staircase or to the
exterior.
(b) The ground floor entrance to the
apartment unit or units shall be separate
from the entrance to the ground floor use.
(c) The applicant or developer shall
provide credible evidence to the satisfaction of the reviewing board that sufficient
parking spaces are available and/or reserved in either public or private off-street
parking lots for the overnight parking of
vehicles of the prospective tenants of the
apartment or apartments.
(d) Such apartments shall be a minimum of 700 square feet or one-room studio or efficiency apartments and 150 square
feet for each additional bedroom, but in no
case contain more than two bedrooms.
(e) No boarders shall be permitted to
occupy such apartments, nor shall any
portion of the space within the apartment
be sublet or rented out for any time period.
(f) A minimum lot size of 5,000 square
feet is required.
(g) A gross density shall not exceed 20
10 units per acre.
(h) A principal nonresidential use must
be located on the ground floor of the building.
SECTION 3. All ordinances or parts of
ordinances inconsistent herewith are
hereby repealed to the extent of such
inconsistency.
SECTION 4. This ordinance will take
effect upon publication after final passage
as required by law.

WHEREAS, Pursuant to N.J.S.A.
40:55D-89, New Jersey Municipal Land
Use Law requires that each municipality in
the State of New Jersey reexamine its
Master Plan and development regulations
at least every ten years; and
WHEREAS, on September 18, 2019,
the Township of Cranford Planning Board
adopted a Reexamination Report memorializing the findings and recommendations
arising out of the Planning Board’s reexamination of the Township’s Master Plan;
and
WHEREAS, the Reexamination Report
proposed certain changes to Township of
Cranford’s land use regulations including
to reevaluate residential zoning to simplify
and better reflect the existing housing stock
in each zone; and
WHEREAS, the Reexamination Report
specifically recommends a rezoning of a
portion of the R-6 Zone near Bloomingdale
Avenue to reflect existing conditions and
maintain consistency with the Township’s
Land Use Plan; and
WHEREAS, the Reexamination Report
specifically recommends providing sufficient parking in the downtown as it continues to develop and that the downtown
contain the greatest density and intensity
of use; and
WHEREAS, the Township Committee
desires to implement these specific recommendations promptly and without further delay.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED
by the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford that the Municipal Code
for the Township of Cranford be amended
as follows:
SECTION 1: Part II General Legislation, Chapter 255 Land Development,
Attachment 2, the Zoning Map, as defined in Section 255-35B, is hereby
amended to reflect that Blocks 294, 295,
300, 302, and 324 and Block 299, Lots
1.01, 1.02 and 1.03 shall be part of the R3 Zone, as exemplified in the attachment
hereto.
SECTION 2: Part II General Legisla-

CONTINUED ON PAGE ??

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A 1-2 PUNCH...Zach Spergel, left, and Alex Maurillo finished 1-2 to lead the Blue
Devil boys to the Union County Conference Watchung Division Title.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11
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ORDINANCE 2019-12

ils Colman Scanlan at 16:48.9 and
Yucetepe at 16:50.3 finished 8-9. Blue
Devils Charlie Stock finished 12th at
16:55.5 and Declan O’Connor finished 16th at 17:10.5. Raiders Miles
Roper at 17:17.5 and Pete Shih at
17:43.2 finished 18-25. Jesse Artz,

BrH2O Downs Westfield, 17-6, in Grid Classic

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

AN ORDINANCE TO IMPLEMENT CERTAIN RECOMMENDATIONS FROM TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD’S MASTER PLAN REEXAMINATION
REPORT PERTAINING TO
PART II GENERAL LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 255 LAND
DEVELOPMENT, ATTACHMENT 2 AND PART II GENERAL LEGISLATION, CHAPTER 255 LAND DEVELOPMENT, ARTICLE V ZONING
SECTION 39(B)(22)

finish line 1-2 with respective times
of 16:33.1 and 16:35.5. Viking Matt
Granizo at 16:42.6 crossed third, followed by Summit’s Jacob Pantoya at
16:43 and Luke Mauriello at 16:43.2.
Blue Devil Ben Hacker finished
sixth at 16:44.2, followed by Matt
Fridel (Summit) at 16:48. Blue Dev-

NOTICE OF PENDING ORDINANCE
The foregoing ordinance was introduced
and approved on first reading at a meeting
of the Township Committee of the Township of Cranford, New Jersey on Tuesday,
October 15, 2019 and will be further considered for final passage after public hearing to be held at the Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey
on Tuesday, November 26, 2019 at 7:30
PM or as soon thereafter as this matter can
be reached. All persons interested will be
given the opportunity to be heard concerning such ordinance. Copies of Ordinance
2019-12 are available in the office of the
Township Clerk, Cranford Municipal Building, 8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
Jersey, during the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30
p.m.
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $112.20

over at the Westfield 27-yard line.
Three plays later, running back Nick
Vizzoni took a handoff on a jet sweep
around the right side and scored an
11-yard touchdown run that gave the
Panthers a 10-6 lead with 10:49 left in
the fourth quarter.
Westfield had a chance to reclaim
the lead as a nice return of the ensuing
kickoff by Alliegro set the Blue Devils up at midfield. Alliegro then ran
for 28 yards to put Westfield at the
Panther 22-yard line. But another sack
of Shapiro followed by three straight
pressures that led to incompletions
left Westfield without any points.
“We struggled to protect the quarterback,” said DeSarno. “I thought
we ran the ball well but we got into a
position where we were taking too
many negative plays, so it was hard to
stick with it. I would have loved to
just run the ball for the whole game
but it didn’t work out that way.”
Bridgewater took over at its own
28-yard line with 9:10 remaining. The
Panthers quickly moved the ball across
midfield. Then on a third-and-eight
play from the Westfield 39, Fromberg
found wide receiver Miftar Hasanaj
wide open in the middle of the
Westfield secondary. The speedy junior ran a post route and hauled in
Fromberg’s throw in stride before
splitting the Westfield safeties on his
way to the end zone.
“We put that play in because they
had shown that when we spread them
out on defense they will leave the
middle of the field open,” said

Fromberg. “When Miftar gets in the
open it is hard to stop him.”
Trailing 17-6 with just under five
minutes remaining, Westfield
mounted one last drive that saw them
get inside the Panther 10-yard line.
But once again, back to back sacks of
Shapiro hampered the drive. The game
effectively ended with a desperation
fourth down flip from Shapiro to
Alliegro, who weaved his way down
to the five-yard line before being
stopped short of the end zone.
“Hey! We just didn’t finish off three
drives,” said DeSarno. “You’ve got to
get points when they are there to be
had and we just didn’t get them and
that was the story of the ball game.”
On offense, Bridgewater was very
effective in the second half by utilizing a hurry up offense. The move
seemed to keep the Westfield defense
off-balance and out of position on run
plays.
“Once we got a couple of plays
working we kept the hurry up on,”
said Fromberg. “They couldn’t get set
up on defense and our running backs
made quick cuts with the ball. We
were able to overpower them.”
Alliegro rushed for 90 yards on the
game. Brett MacMath led Bridgewater
with 64 yards on the ground. Westfield
fell to 4-2 on the season. Bridgewater
improved to 4-3. Westfield will look
to get back on the winning track when
they visit Phillipsburg Friday, October 25, at 7 p.m.
Westfield
BrH2O-Raritan
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Raiders Capture UCT Title
In Gymnastics, Westfield 3rd
Within a few weeks of grabbing the
crown at the Cougar Invitational, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School gymnastic team captured the
Union County Tournament crown at
Cranford High School on October 18.
The Raiders had a team total of 106.2,
followed by Summit (S) at 105.8.
Westfield (W) took third at 105.05
and Cranford (C) was fourth at 103.3.
Jonathan Dayton (D) took fifth at
97.97.5, followed by Union (U) at
93.925, Union Catholic (UC) at 61.1,
Rahway (R) 33.925 and Governor
Livingston at 24.95.
Summit’s Catherine Singow recorded the top all-around total with a
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
November 7, 2019 at 7:30 p.m., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of Morks Soorial, of Scotch Plains,
New Jersey, who is proposing an alteration and addition to the already existing
two-family dwelling, which is a pre-existing
non-conforming use in this single-family
zone district, at 1970 Grand Street, Block
1602, Lot 19, R-3A Zone, contrary to the
following Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-6, Non-Conforming Uses:
23-6.1 Continuance
a. Except as otherwise provided in this
chapter, the lawful use of land or buildings
existing at the date of the adoption of this
chapter may be continued although such
use of building does not conform to the
regulations specified by this chapter for
the zone in which such land or building is
located, provided however,
3. That no nonconforming use may be
expanded.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $35.70

35.9, followed very closely by Blue
Devil Allison Fernandez at 35.85 and
Raider Shaylin Farley at 35.275.
Emma Kessler (D) was fourth at 34.75,
followed by Emma Burke (S) at 34.45
and Raider TT Singletary at 34.25.
Cougar Charlie Bauer placed seventh
at 34.125, followed by Emma Heilich
(R) at 33.925, Cougar Kelly Anderson at 33.125 and Jasmine Jourdain
(U) at 33.075.
Cougar Catherine Blowe took top
honors on the uneven bars with a 9.3,
followed by Singow at 8.75 and
Singletary at 9.7. Raiders Kelly
Zimmerman at 8.6 and Elisa Bianco
at 8.55 placed 4-5. Blue Devils
Fernandez and Allison Bachman and
Summit’s Sofia Confalonieri tied for
sixth at 8.525. Cougars Anderson at
8.475 and Bauer at 8.45 placed 9-10.
Dayton’s Inoha Bendezu won the
vaulting with a 9.325, followed by
Bianco at 9.2 and Jordain at 9.125.
Fernandez took fourth at 9.075, followed by Raider Natalia Nervi at
9.0. Cougar Teagan Waters placed
sixth at 8.95, while Farley (SPF)
and Kessler (D) tied for seventh at
8.9. Burke, Confalonieri and Blue
Devil Julia Singer tied for ninth at
8.85.
Raider Jordana Reisberg took first
on the balance beam with a 9.425,
followed by Fernandez at 9.4,
Singow at 9.35 and Burke at 9.275.
Bachman placed fifth at 9.15 and
Kessler took sixth at 9.1. Summit’s
Emma Claus and Margaret Griffin
tied for seventh at 9.05, followed by
Confalonieri at 9.025 and Rahway’s
Emma Heilich at 9.0.
Farley won the floor exercise with
a score of 9.225, followed by Singow
at 9.00 and Fernandez at 8.85.
Kessler took fourth at 8.8, followed
by Burke at 8.65. Summit’s Mia
Murdock placed sixth at 8.55, followed by Singletary at 8.5. Bauer
and Jordain tied for eighth at 8.45.
Raider Nicole DeFrancesco, Cougar Waters and Blue Devil Halle
Riordan tied for 10th at 8.4.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Summit Burns Blue Devil Boys
On PKs (4-3) in UCT Semifinal
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Goalkeeper Jake Maslin was the
star of the evening as his poised performance powered third-seeded Summit
past second-seeded Westfield in a
Union County Tournament boys soccer semifinal match played on October
19 at Arthur L. Johnson High School in
Clark. With neither team able to break
a 1-1 deadlock after 40 minutes of
regulation and two 10-minute overtime periods, the two foes set up for
penalty kicks to decide the matter.
Ultimately it would be Summit that
prevailed (4-3), sending the Hilltoppers
into the UCT finals on Saturday, October 26, at Kean University.
During the fateful penalty kick se-

quence, the two teams remained knotted 2-2 after two rotations. But Maslin
came through with a big stop against
AJ Bertch on Westfield’s third attempt, opening the door for the
Hilltoppers to take charge. Summit
continued to drill home their penalty
kicks, going a perfect 4-for-4 and putting pressure on Westfield’s senior
captain Ronit Rao to make his kick in
order to give the Blue Devils a chance
to play on. Once again, Maslin was up
to the challenge, anticipating the direction of Rao’s kick then diving to the
left to knock it away.
“They had gone right four times, so
I knew the last guy was going left,”
said Maslin. “I was so confident in the
five guys we picked out to shoot.

After I made that first stop, I knew it
was over because every single ball
was going to end up in the back of the
net. Theo Hodges, our best defender
and Owen Healy, our top scorer, without them, this game was everything
for us. I knew today it was my turn to
carry their load. I got us into the PK
and I just said that from here on out,
whatever happens, I’ve done my best.”
Maslin’s heroics set off a celebration by the Hilltoppers, who had
battled to a scoreless draw with
Westfield earlier in the week. Blue
Devil players on the other hand
seemed to be in a state of disbelief
over the sudden ending after a second
half effort that saw them with several
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCRAMBLE IN THE BOX...Cougar Laurel Teel, left, gets her foot on the ball to threaten the Royal defense during the Union
County Tournament semifinal game at AL Johnson High School in Clark on October 19. The top-seeded Cougars defeated
the Royals, 2-1, to advance to the UCT championship game.

Cougars Disrupt Royals in UCT Soccer Semi, 2-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING TO GAIN CONTROL...Blue Devil senior Elias Carayannopoulos, No. 23, and a Summit Hilltopper work to gain
control during the Union County Tournament semifinal game in Clark on October 19. The Hilltoppers won in a 4-3 shootout
to advance to the UCT Championship game to play top-seeded Elizabeth.

MURPHY SCORES ON PENALTY KICK, WIDMAN SCORES

Elizabeth Stings Raiders, 3-2,
In UCT Soccer Double O.T.
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jacoby Calvo scored with just over
a minute remaining in the second overtime period to provide top-seeded
Elizabeth with a stunning, 3-2 victory
over Scotch Plains-Fanwood in the
semifinal round of the Union County
Tournament. The match was played
on October 19 at ALJ High School in
Clark as the second half of a boys’
soccer doubleheader, which had earlier seen number two seed Summit
defeating Westfield. Calvo swept in
from the left side of the net and was
the beneficiary of a beautiful cross
from Matthew Giraldo on the play.
Calvo slammed the ball into the corner of the goal before Raider keeper
Dan Coyle could recover.
“I saw my teammate and he saw me
just as I broke in for the ball,” said
Calvo of his match winner. “For a
split second, I thought the keeper [Dan
Coyle] was going to get to it but when
I saw it go in, I didn’t know how to
feel. I just ran to the crowd. It was
crazy.”
The sudden ending to the match
came as a surprise as for much of the
second half, fourth-seeded Scotch
Plains-Fanwood had gotten the better
of play. After allowing two first half
goals to Giraldo, the Raiders tightened up and did a much better job of
defending the middle of the field.
“I thought we played brilliant, after
being down 2-1,” said SP-F Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky. “What can
you say? It goes into two overtimes
and guys are playing their butts off.
You can’t knock anybody. It was a
hard-fought battle between two very,
very good teams.”
The match did not start off well for
the Raiders. Elizabeth played very
much like the Top-5 ranked school in
the state that most observers view
them to be. The Minutemen showed
speed, athleticism and a confidence
that borders on arrogance as they exploited the middle of the field on runs
to the Raider end.
Elizabeth broke through on a goal
by Girlado in the seventh minute.
Four minutes later, the Raiders tied it
on a penalty kick by Owen Murphy.
Elizabeth took a 2-1 lead on Giraldo’s
second goal of the game, which came
in the 14th minute.
The pace of the match was too fast
for the Raiders in the first half and it
seemed like Elizabeth might roll to an
easy victory.
Down 2-1 coming out of the inter-

mission, the Raiders struck quickly
and tied the game at 2-2 less than 30
seconds into play on a goal by Ryan
Widman.
“They got us off guard. Quality
teams will do that to you. This is what
we always try to explain to our kids
that they have to be ready every single
time,” said Elizabeth Head Coach
Jacques Gonzaleaz. “These are all
battles. We know they are one of the
best teams in the state. Their record
does not reflect that. We have our
goals set up at the beginning of the
season. It doesn’t matter who is in
front of us we just have to go out and
do our best.”
But the Raider game-tying goal
would not prove to be a fluke. Instead
it signaled the beginning of a phase
that would last throughout the rest of
regulation in which Scotch PlainsFanwood was the aggressor and got
the better of the chances to take the
lead.
“They are a very good team,” said
Calvo. “We know what they can do.
Having beaten them twice we knew
we were going to have to play very
hard and very well to beat them here.
I felt like they were putting more
pressure on us, cutting our passes off.
They just wanted it more than us for a
while but we pulled it out.”
With an edge in possession through
the rest of regulation, the Raiders
simply could not finish opportunities
that would have given them the lead.
Things looked even better for the
Raiders’ chances after Elizabeth starting goalkeeper Steven Rivera went
down late in the first overtime period
with a knee injury. He was replaced
by his younger brother, Dylan Rivera.

“I didn’t have any concerns,” said
Gonzaleaz of having to go with his
backup keeper in a pressure packed
situation. “Our top goalie is Steven
but Dylan is his little brother and he is
as good as Steven, so we feel confident with him in goal for us. The team
kept it’s composure. We never panicked. We just continued to play.”
The younger Rivera responded with
two saves in the second overtime period. Older brother Steven notched
eight saves before exiting with the
injury. Elizabeth will take on Summit
Saturday, October 26, at Kean University to decide the Union County
Title.
The Raiders on the other hand, is
left to wonder what might have been
had they been able to convert on any
of several opportunities to score in a
second half in which they dominated
play.
“It is unfortunate but I couldn’t be
prouder of the guys,” said Breznitsky.
“Now we’ll concentrate on the states
coming up.”
Sc Pl-Fanwood
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made the save. From that point onward, when Ngoma brought the ball
downfield, little toe taps by Ganley,
Heim, Ahern and Ewing would throw
off Ngoma’s rhythm.
“She’s absolutely deadly! Anything
you can do to disrupt the play. If that’s
a toe poke, if it’s winning a header, if
it’s making life difficult for her, that’s
what we wanted to do because she is
one of the best strikers in the county.
I think we did a good job of that
today,” Coach Gagliardo said.
“And the midfield too! We all made
great defensive efforts to get to the ball
fast and not really reach too much but
just contain and keep them in front of
them so they would have to pass the
ball back or pass the ball down to the
other side,” Ahern explained.
Seven minutes into the game
Murray launched a corner kick into
the box where a furious scramble took
place and the Cougars got off a shot
that ricocheted off the crossbar. Then
midway through the half, Murray
pulled off an impressive overhead
back kick on the right side, pivoted
around the defender and got control
of the ball herself to take a long shot.
“They were on my back really tight.
I knew couldn’t turn because I was
right on the line. I juggled it up a little
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soccer standout Maggie Murray has
verbally committed to continue her athletic and academic career playing D1
soccer at Texas A and M Corpus Christi.

Write Whatever
You Want ...
We’ll Publish It!
goleader.com/form/bulletin

53 Elm Street • Westfield NJ • 07090

(908) 232-8787
kaplowlaw@aol.com

richardjkaplow.com

Goods & Services Directory
OLIVER A

PAVING

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

The 11-4-1 Piscataway High School
Chiefs boys soccer team shocked the
hosting 9-5-2 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders, 4-3, on October 15. Raider
Dean Kirian scored twice and senior
co-captain Owen Murphy scored once
and added an assist. Ryan Widman
contributed an assist. Diego Trujilo
scored three goals, including the game
winner for the Chiefs. Santiago Rojas
scored the other goal.

“We’ve really been working on
combinations and moving off the ball
with our three strikers and with our
midfielders going forward. We were
super excited to see Aileen get a goal
in she’s a freshman. She’s not starting
and getting a lot of minutes but the
minutes she gets she’s making it count.
She’s got like six goals on the season.
In a county semifinal, she steps up
and gets a huge goal for us,” Coach
Gagliardo said.
One thing that was quite apparent
throughout the game was Murray’s
mastery of ball control plus her field
awareness and ability to pass accurately to an open teammate.
“I like to call it game IQ. She knows
the field. If you watch her, she’s always scanning her shoulders, taking
mental snapshots. She’s got speed,
she’s got skill, playing the ball down
the line or serving the ball in. That
second goal today was a classic example. She was like 30 yards out. We
encourage that with all our strikers.
When you see a chance, take it. What’s
the worst that can happen? Why not!
She knows her strengths and she sticks
to it,” Coach Gagliardo said.
With 1:35 remaining in the game, the
Royals managed to get on the scoreboard
when Ngoma lifted a left-to-right shot
into the upper right corner.
The Cougars will play for the UCT
title slated for October 25, at Kean
University at 7 p.m (TBA).

RICHARD J. KAPLOW, ESQ.

Chiefs Shock Raiders
In Boys Soccer, 4-3

Piscataway
Sc Pl-Fanwood

bit and knew that another forward
would run behind, so I hit it behind
my head then I did like a ‘J’ run
around the defender who was on my
back,” Murray explained.
The with some help from her
friends, Zoe Trotta and Kirsten Williams, McGovern ripped a shot into
the netting with 12:24 left in the half
for a 1-0 lead.
“I think it started with the ball going
into the box. There was a lot of trying
to get the ball into the goal and not
messing around with it. I know that
Zoe [Trotta] had the ball and she gave
it to Kirsten Williams. She had a lot of
people on her but I was just lucky
enough to be wide and calling for the
ball. So all she had to do was tap it to
me and I didn’t think about it. I shot
and it went in,” McGovern described.
The Cougars’ next score also came
on a three-way combination when
Brooke Swandrak crossed to Lauren
Teel, who spotted Murray on the right
side and quickly slipped the ball to
her. From 31-yards out, Murray
blasted a left-footer that sailed over
the keeper’s head and into the left
corner for a 2-0 lead with two minutes
remaining in the half.
“I prefer my right [foot] but my left
isn’t much different. I crossed it into
the middle and it was like Aileen
bobbling it in the middle and people
hit it. Brooke saw me out wide with no
one on me. She lightly hit it and I hit
it with my left foot one time,” Murray
recalled.
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Devil’s Den

WHS Looks to End
P-burg Jinx on Friday
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two of the state’s all-time
winningest football teams – No. 1
Phillipsburg and No. 4 Westfield –
will meet on Friday night at Bellis
Field at Maloney Stadium.
The Stateliners are currently 7-0
and recently passed 700 victories in
program history. They have won 14
state sectional titles. The Blue Devils
are 4-2 and have 641 wins all-time.
Westfield has 15 state sectional titles.
The teams have met four times,
with P-burg winning each time: 35-7
in 2009, 35-7 in 2012, 24-13 in 2013
and 42-14 last fall.

H.S. Sport Shorts:
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

QUITE A MATCH-UP...Blue Devil Faith Dobosiewicz, left, and Raider Corinne Lyght jockey for position during the Union
County Tournament semifinal game at AL Johnson High School in Clark on October 21.

Blue Devil Soccer Girls Advance to UCT Finals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

ship appearances, the Raiders have
been in every one since 2005 and
shared or won the title outright except
for 2009 when Taylor D’Antico sank
a penalty kick in the first half to earn
Cranford a 1-0 victory and the title.
The Blue Devils shared the title in
2006, 2112 and 2017.
“We said our one goal was we had
to match their energy and we did. We
knew they were going to come out
flying. The last game they weren’t
happy about that tie. In the first half it

“After they scored, there was no
reason to have her back. We pushed
her up and we knew that given the
chance, she can drop a bomb from 30
yards away. And she did,” Coach
Schmidt explained.
From that point until the overtime,
the Blue Devils seized the offensive
but four minutes into the first overtime a Raider push forced Harris out
of the goal, Lyght got behind her and
took a shot just as Blue Devil defender Julia Johnson-Milstein deflected it to prevent the
score.
“Julia! She did! She did!
It was a very huge one. She
really saved me there,”
Harris expressed.
“She cleared it off the
line. Corinne is that fast
and that good. Sofia
Carayannopoulos was
marking her most of the
game. If she’s up, Julia
should be back there covering. And she did,” Coach
Schmidt said.
Both teams continued
nonstop until it came time
for the PK phase.
“We new that we were
big underdogs, so it took a
lot of pressure off of us
knowing that they have won
this county championship
for so long. I think that was
a big motivator for us. We
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENDING AGAINST DANGER...Blue Devil Julia Johnson-Milstein, right, defends against wanted to knock them off.
We wanted the title for ourRaider Corinne Lyght. Milstein later made a game-saving deflection on a Lyght shot.
selves
this
year,”
was 0-0. I thought they definitely
“We have a goalie coach who works Dobosiewicz said.
outplayed us the first half. We hung in with her on these things. We talk
“We wanted to be the ones to make
there. We moved some things around about when the kicker runs up a cer- the history for our program and for
at halftime as they did as well,” Blue tain way, they are going to try to shoot the county. And we did that. It’s a
Devil Head Coach Alex Schmidt said. this way. PK’s! There’s no real pres- great feeling but we are looking forDuring that climactic PK phase, the sure on the goalkeeper. All you have ward to the final now,” Harris said.
Blue Devils selected Alyssa Martinez, to do is you make one save, great. She
“After we scored and tied it up, we
Riley
Ciarletta,
Sofia made a save. I actually think she had a lot of momentum. The momenCarayannopoulos and Weinstein to moved the right way every single tum shifted from our half to their half.
go to the line with Faith Dobosiewicz kick,” Coach Schmidt opined.
It was a really well-played game on
waiting in the wings if necessary.
The Raiders did have the edge in both sides. The refs were fantastic.
Raider Corinne Lyght went to the line the first half but no one was able to We always said if anybody is going to
first and hit the left post then Martinez find the net. Very early in the second knock them off, we would love the
skid her PK past Kessler into the low half, Rachel Schoss lofted a corner chance to do it. This gets us to the
left side. Raider Leah Klurman suc- kick from the left side into the box county finals and now we are going to
cessfully lodged her shot into the up- where Lyght headed it in to give the play Cranford. And that is no easy
per center then Ciarletta sank hers Raiders a 1-0 lead with 37.53 on the task either,” Coach Schmidt said.
into the low left. When Blue Devil clock.
Westfield
0 1 0 0 (4) 1
goalkeeper Erin Harris stopped Lizzy
Dobosiewicz was then brought up Sc Pl-Fanwood
0 1 0 0 (2) 1
Ley’s PK, Carayannoupoulos ripped from her center back position to assist
PUBLIC NOTICE
her PK into the upper right to give the on the attack and it worked when she
TOWNSHIP
OF CRANFORD
Blue Devils a 3-1 advantage. Lily launched a booming left-footed kick
BOARD OF HEALTH
Camacho kept the Raiders’ hopes alive from 30-yards out and it sailed over
MEETING NOTICE
when she buried her PK into the upper the outstretched hands of Kessler to
In compliance with the Open Public
left but Weinstein’s shot sealed the knot the score with 12:34 left in reguMeetings Act, please accept this memodeal.
lation.
randum as official notification that the Board
“Maybe like 25 yards. I’m not re- of Health of Cranford will hold a meeting on
PUBLIC NOTICE
ally sure. I saw the ball pop out and we Monday, December 16, 2019 at 6:30 pm in
have been working on shooting in the Cranford Municipal Building, Room
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
8 Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New
practice, hitting it with power, hitting 108,
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
Jersey. Please note that formal action may
it
on
frame
over
the
goalie.
And
that’s
that the following Ordinance was passed
be taken at the meeting.
exactly what I did,” Dobosiewicz deon first reading by the Township Council of
Monika Koscova-Jencik,
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
MPH, REHS, CPO, CMR
scribed.
Union, New Jersey on the 17th day of
September 2019; first Public Hearing was
held on October 15, 2019 pending Planning Board review, said Ordinance will be
considered for final adoption at a meeting
of the said Township Council to be held in
the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue,
on the 12th day of November 2019 at 7:00
p.m., at which time and place a public
hearing will be held prior to final passage
of said Ordinance and all interested persons will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning the same. Copies of
said Ordinance can be obtained from the
Township Clerk’s Office at any time prior to
final adoption at no cost to any member of
the general public who requests same.
ORDINANCE 2019-23
ORDINANCE ADOPTING A
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN
FOR AN “AREA IN NEED OF
REDEVELOPMENT” KNOWN
AS THE “SNUFFY PANTAGIS
REDEVELOPMENT AREA”
CONSISTING OF BLOCK 803,
LOT 1 AS SHOWN ON THE
TAX MAP OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS IN ACCORDANCE WITH N.J.S.A.
40A:12A-7, AND SUPPLEMENTING AND AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII ENTITLED
“ZONING” BY THE AMENDMENT OF SUBSECTION 233.2 ENTITLED “ZONING
MAP”, AND BY THE ADDITION OF NEW SUBSECTION
23-9.4 ENTITLED “SNUFFY
PANTAGIS REDEVELOPMENT PLAN (BLOCK 803,
LOT 1)”.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $42.33

The pressure had to be intense,
especially on the goalkeepers who
have to read their opponents’ minds.
“There’s so many ways, so many
factors that go into it but at the end of
the day, you just got to pick a side and
guess. Hope that you pick the right
side,” explained Harris, who added,
“It was pretty nerve racking but we
came out here yesterday practicing in
the rain, so I felt pretty prepared. I had
a feeling in my gut that this game was
going to go our way.”

1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader

PUBLIC NOTICE

Fee: $14.79

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 10/31/19 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:
Route 22 Bloy Street to Liberty Avenue, Contract No. 057058004,
Township of Hillside, County of Union
Federal Project No: NHP-0022(343), UPC NO: 058004, DP No: 19142
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 10/10/19, 10/17/19 and 10/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $211.14

Lady Blue Devils Shell
Farmers in Soccer, 5-0
Freshman Alyssa Martinez netted a
pair of goals and senior co-captain
Faith Dobosiewicz scored one goal
and contributed an assist to lead the 83-4 Westfield High School girls soccer team to a 5-0 shutout of the Union
Farmers on October 15. Sophomore
Ellie Sherman had two assists, sophomore Izzy Gautier and junior Grace
Lanza each scored once, senior
Catharine Miller and junior Jullia
Weinstein each had an assist, and
junior goalkeeper Sara Perlin was
credited with five assists.

Westfield, Summit Boys
Battle to 0-0 Deadlock
In a prelude to the Union County
Tournament semifinal match-up, the
No. 18, 6-4-4 Westfield High School
boys soccer team and the No. 20, 104-2 Summit Hilltoppers battled to a 00, overtime tie on October 15. Blue
Devil goalkeeper Nick Senyk recorded four saves.

FH Blue Devils Edge
Cranford Cougars, 1-0
Lily Ceraso scored the only goal to
give the 8-9 Westfield High School
girls field hockey team a 1-0 victory
over the Cranford Cougars in Cranford
on October 14. Blue Devil goalkeeper
Lilia McMahill was credited with
three saves.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF PENDING
BOND ORDINANCE
The Bond Ordinance published herewith was introduced and passed upon first
reading at a meeting of the Borough Council of the Borough of Fanwood, New Jersey, held on October 21, 2019. It will be
further considered for final passage after
public hearing thereon at a meeting of said
Borough Council to be held at the Municipal Building, 75 North Martine Avenue, in
said Borough on November 18, 2019 at
7:00 o’clock p.m. and during the week prior
to and up to and including the date of such
meeting, copies of said Bond Ordinance
will be made available at the Clerk’s Office
to the members of the general public who
shall request the same.
ELEANOR MCGOVERN
BOROUGH CLERK
ORDINANCE 19-16-S
BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 17-13-S FINALLY
ADOPTED BY THE BOROUGH COUNCIL OF THE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD,
NEW JERSEY ON SEPTEMBER 5, 2017
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOROUGH
COUNCIL OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION,
NEW JERSEY (not less than two-thirds of
all the members thereof affirmatively concurring), AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Bond Ordinance of the
Borough Council of the Borough of
Fanwood, in the County of Union, New
Jersey (the “Borough”) entitled “Bond Ordinance Providing Appropriation Of
$1,012,000 For Streetscape Improvements
Along South Avenue By And For The Borough Of Fanwood In The County Of Union,
New Jersey And Authorizing The Issuance
Of $199,500 In Bonds Or Notes Of The
Borough For Financing Part Of The Appropriation” finally adopted on September 5,
2017 (the “Ordinance”) is hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.
Section 2. The Ordinance is hereby
amended by (a) deleting the reference of
“$1,012,000” for the appropriation and
estimated cost and “$199,500” for the estimated maximum amount of bonds or
notes and substituting in lieu therefor
“$1,437,000” and “$1,426,500”, respectively; and by (b) deleting the reference to
“$210,000” for Section 20 costs and substituting in lieu therefor “$425,000”.
Section 3. The capital budget of the
Borough is hereby amended to conform
with the provisions of this ordinance to the
extent of any inconsistency herewith. The
resolutions in the form promulgated by the
Local Finance Board showing full detail of
the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director of the
Division of Local Government Services is
on file with the Clerk and is available there
for public inspection.
Section 4. This Section 4 constitutes a
declaration of official intent under Treasury Regulation Section 1.150-2. The Borough reasonably expects to pay expenditures with respect to the Improvements
prior to the date that the Borough incurs
debt obligations under this Bond Ordinance. The Borough reasonably expects
to reimburse such expenditures with the
proceeds of debt to be incurred by the
Borough under this Bond Ordinance. The
maximum principal amount of debt expected to be issued for payment of the
costs of the Improvements is $1,426,500.
Section 5. All other provisions of the
Ordinance shall remain unchanged.
Section 6. This amendatory bond ordinance shall take effect twenty days after
the first publication thereof after final adoption as provided by Local Bond Law.
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $78.03

The ’Liners are currently the top
seed in the North Group 4 rankings.
The Devils are currently No. 10 in
North Group 5, where Ridgewood is
No. 1, Ridge 3, Union No. 5 and
Bridgewater-Raritan No. 9.
For a team to beat P-burg, which
runs the ball 80 percent of the time, it
will have to slow down Matt Quetel.
The junior running back has over
1,000 yards and 16 touchdowns. Defensively, the Coury twins – linebacker
Bobby and safety Tommy – are the
mainstays.
The Devils have a more balanced
run-pass ratio – 60 percent run, 40
percent pass – led by senior quarterback Hank Shapiro and senior running back Tim Alliegro.
Shapiro, under more pressure this
year than in his previous two seasons
as starter, has just about every school
passing record, and he’s got a trio of
senior receivers in Griffin Maloney,
John Czarnecki and Nick Martini.
Alliegro is on the verge of becoming the first player since records started
being kept in 1957 to lead WHS in
rushing three straight years. In Friday’s
17-6 loss to Bridgewater-Raritan, he
moved into fifth place in career yards,
passing Lee Gallman and closing in
on Ricardo Johnson.
But, no matter how talented a team
is at the skill positions – and P-burg
and WHS both are – most games on
all levels of football are still decided
in the trenches or with great defense.
Or both. And with two very good
defenses going at it Friday night, this
game figures to be no different.
600 FOR V-BALLERS
The girls volleyball team won the
600th game in program history last
Wednesday with a 2-0 victory over
Plainfield in their Union County Tournament opener. The first team was in
1982.
And the Blue Devils (16-4) started
on the next 100 last Friday by beating
New Providence in Friday’s
quarterfinals, behind the outstanding
play of Jessica Schlewitt and Julia
Becker. If they beat Governor
Livingston (12-2) in Wednesday’s
semifinals, they would likely get another shot at Union Catholic in Saturday night’s final at Kean University.
The Vikings won two earlier meetings, both 2-1.
THIS AND THAT
Boys cross-country: Zach Spergel
won the individual title and WHS
reclaimed the Union County Conference Watchung Division title. Spergel,
a senior, became WHS’s 25th individual conference winner, and the first
since Matt Russo in 2014; the team
title was the program’s 47th. Two
seconds behind Spergel was classmate Alex Maurillo. Next up is the
Union County championships next
Tuesday at Warinanco Park. WHS
has won the last four years, 12 of the
last 14 meets, and 36 times total.
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD
Please take notice that on November 20,
2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 18 Tower Place, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 26 Lot 68, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Jeffrey & Liliana Boland.
The applicant requests Shed which is in
violation of:
Section 184-133(B2) of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Oversize Shed; Permitted: 10x10; Present:
10x10; Proposed: 10x14.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
Jeffrey & Liliana Boland
18 Tower Place
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $33.15

PUBLIC NOTICE

Girls cross-country: The girls ran
a tight pack, led by the Salz sisters,
Sam and Stacey, but finished third
behind Union Catholic and Summit.
They’ll be looking to win their fourth
straight Union County title next Tuesday.
Field hockey: The fifth-seeded
Devils beat Piscataway 4-0 in
Monday’s state tournament opener,
advancing to play Wednesday at
fourth-rated Montgomery. In their last
eight games, resurgent WHS (10-9)
has six shutout wins (goalie Lila
McMahill) and losses to state powers
West Essex and Oak Knoll.
Gymnastics: The Devils finished
third at the Union County championships with 105.05, behind Scotch
Plains and runner-up Summit. Junior
Allie Fernandez placed in top-six for
every event, including a second on
beam (9.4). WHS has won the event
19 times, most recently in 2015, finishing off a 10-year run as county
champs.
Boys soccer: WHS’s three-year
reign as Union County Tournament
champions came to an end last Saturday, when Summit won on penalty
kicks after a 1-1 deadlock. They’ll set
their sites on the state tournament,
where they last won a sectional title in
2001, and a state title in 1995.
Girls soccer: Faith Dobosiewicz
scored the tying goal, and the thirdseeded Lady Devils converted their
first four penalty kicks, including the
clincher by Julia Weinstein, to stun
Scotch Plains in Monday’s Union
County Tournament semifinals. WHS
will be seeking its 21st county championship when it plays top-seeded
Cranford in the final on Friday night
at Kean.
Tennis: After winning the 17th sectional title in school history, and first
since 2010, the girls fell to unbeaten
East Brunswick, 4-1, in Friday’s state
semifinals at Mercer County Park.
(The Bears later won the Group 4
title.) The Blue Devils, ranked No. 5
in the state, finished with a 16-4 record,
losing only to the state’s top three
teams: Moorestown Friends, Kent
Place (twice) and East Brunswick.
Nobody asked me, but how did two
Bergen County schools (Leonia and
Glen Rock) that are just 13 miles
apart play in different sections (North
1 and North 2) and then face each
other in the Group 1 final? (Leonia
won 3-2.)
ON THIS DATE
Oct. 24, 1964: Rudy Brown ran for
223 yards and four touchdowns as
WHS beat Rahway 45-27 in a fightmarred game.
1987: Dave Brown threw for a
schoolrecord 239 yards and a pair of
touchdowns to Jim Mozoki during a
13-6 win at Irvington.
1992: Chris Infantino completed
five of six passes for 118 and three
touchdowns in a 40-3 win over Newark East Side. Late in the third quarter, Brian Ciemniecki became the second WHS freshman to score a touchdown – Lee Waring was the first in
1928 – on a 20-yard run. Current
senior co-captain Colin Freer became
just the third ninth-grader to score in
2016 against Plainfield.
The Devil’s Den appears during
the school year.
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL
MEETING NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the Township of Scotch Plains has
scheduled a SPECIAL MEETING for Tuesday, October 29, 2019 at 8:00 A.M –
Upstairs meeting room.
The purpose of the special meeting is to
approve a Resolution for a Change Order
to the Westfield Road Section 3 reconstruction and to approve a Bill List. Formal
action will be taken at the meeting.
The meeting will be held in the Council
Chambers at the Township Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey. The Township of Scotch Plains
does not discriminate against persons with
disabilities. Those individuals requiring
auxiliary aids and services must notify the
ADA Coordinator of the Township of Scotch
Plains as soon as possible in advance of
the meeting.
BOZENA LACINA,
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $23.46

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 11/12/19, downloaded, and
publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New
Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey
08625; for:
Maintenance Timber/Underwater/Drainage Structural Repair Contract, North2020, Various Locations, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris, Passaic, Sussex, Union
and Warren (Including and North of Route 57) Counties; 100% State; DP No: 20426
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L 1975, c.
127); N.J.A.C. 17:27.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.19, contractors must provide a Certification and
Disclosure of Political Contribution Form prior to contract award.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specification and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and
bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the following locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, New Jersey 07856
Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 10/24/19, 10/31/19 and 11/07/19, The Leader
Fee: $168.30
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Blue Devil Boys Win UCC XC; Girls Finish 3rd
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Josh Garcia, Chris Downey and Harry
Mills finished 27 through 30.
“I think we did really well. Kevin
[Yucetepe] got out really fast. We
were behind him. After the first one,
we sort of linked up and ran as a
pack,” Maurillo explained.
“We wanted to get a pack at the front.
You want to work together and just go
hard as best we can,” Spergel said.
“Our practices we always roll to-

ing it. It was blowing really fast,”
Maurillo added.
The competition will indeed be
much stiffer at the Union County Tournament where all the county teams
compete and the two best times recorded at the conference meets were
Maximus Russo (Oratory Prep) at
15:58.6 and Chris Casmus (New
Providence) at 16:00.5.
Maurillo said, “There’s going to be

followed by Summit at 51 and the
Raiders at 59. Riley Semler (Summit)
crossed first at 17:30.9, followed by
Blue Devil Justin Cheripka at 17:41.6.
Blue Devils Sal Brown at 17:54.4 and
Dan Laide at 17:54.8 finished 5-6,
followed by Raiders Adam Ali at
17:55.3 and Jim Sullivan at 17:56.1.
Blue Devils Will Fiorentino at 17:57.3
and Roberto Panora at 18:00 finished
9-11. Raiders Miles Varner at 18:16.4,

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

more photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

POSITIONING HIMSELF WELL...Blue Devil sophomore Max Rokshar, No. 18, positions himself well to keep the ball away
from a Summit Hilltopper during the Union County Tournament semifinal game in Clark on October 19.

Summit Burns Blue Devils on PKs in Semifinal
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ONLY THE BEGINNING...The Blue Devils, SPF Raiders, Union Catholic, Summit and Governor Livingston girls begin the
Union County Conference Watchung Division race at Oak Ridge Park in Clark on October 17.

gether. If we do that in a race, it’s
going to push each other more,”
Maurillo added.
But the wind definitely did have an
effect on their strategy. “Everyone is
running into the same wind, so you
run it like a normal race. If the wind is
blowing really hard, maybe you don’t
run as hard so you don’t tire yourself
out. But you have to run like it’s any
other race,” Spergel explained.
The Union County Championship
scheduled for Tuesday, October 29,
will have a different venue at
Warinanco Park in Roselle.
“Honestly it’s pretty similar because
both are very flat, very open. The
wind was definitely a factor so it’s
hard to judge but they felt very similar,” Spergel said.
“I feel they are both pretty similar
because there’s not that many hills

a lot of people but we are going to
keep the same philosophy, roll together as a pack. And I think that’s
what suits us best. As long as we can
see the other person, we just try to reel
them and then work together. That’s
the best thing we can do.”
UC Viking Leena Morant had the
meet’s best time for the girls at 18:40,
followed by teammate Abby Granrath
at 18:48. Caroline May (Summit) finished third at 19:19.2, followed by
Raider Olivia Zambrio at 19:20. Blue
Devils Sam Salz at 19:36.3, Stacey
Salz at 19:40.4 and Caroline Collins
at 19:43 finished 7-8-9. Blue Devil
Elizabeth Bielen crossed 14th at
19:55.5, followed by Raider Gabby
Crona at 20:05.3. Blue Devils Emily
DeSarno at 20:25 and Grace Morgan
at 20:42.7 crossed 19-21. Raider
Lauren Hahn finished 24th at 20:59

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

EXCITED WITH THE ACTION...This dog finds the action exciting when Raider
Olivia Zambrio crosses the line at the Union County Conference Meet.

and, of course the wind, it was like a
wind tunnel coming at you, so the
weather conditions definitely made it
tougher but I feel today we were feel-

and Blue Devil Madeleine Lerner finished 25th at 21:00.
The Blue Devil boys took top honors in the JV race with a total of 32,

Terence Downey at 18:17.7 and Owen
Higinbotham at 18:22.5 finished 1416-17.
Westfield also won the girls JV
race with a total of 40 just ahead of the
UC Vikings at 42. Summit took third
at 62 and the Raiders were fourth at
90. Blue Devil Aden Brooks crossed
first with a time of 20:57.1 with teammate Naia Tan taking third at 21:51.
Raider Maritza Garcia finished seventh at 22:37.7. Blue Devil Natalia
Vollaro came in ninth at 22:45.1, followed by Raider Brenna Sullivan at
22:45.6 and Blue Devil Hailey Stogner
at 22:47. Cranford Cougar Maggie
Furer finished 13th at 22:59.5. Blue
Devil Kaity Bai crossed 16th at
23:16.2. Raider Juliette Ciullo finished 19th at 23:16.2, followed by
Blue Devil Kareena Gandhi at
23:18.4. Cougar Abby Bacall finished
23rd, followed respectively by Raiders Greta McLaughlin, Grace Sacco,
Isabella Wolff, Amya Castellanos and
Amelia Golub.
Westfield also won the boys freshman 2.2-mile race with a total of 37.
while the Raiders took fourth at 120.
Viking Caudell Cajuste came in first
at 10:45.6, followed by Blue Devil
Liam Maurillo at 10:59.1. Blue Devils Jon Scalia at 11:15.5 and Lucas
Buonopane at 11:19.4 finished 7-10,
while Tyler Richter, Owen Craig, Dan
Cortese and Cristian Martin finished
12 through 15.
The Summit girls literally ran away
with top honors in the freshman race
placing seven in the Top-9 and finishing
with a total of 19, followed by Westfield
at 42 and Cranford at 83. Blue Devils
Jaylin Gonclaves at 13:04.8 and Melissa Fiorentino at 13:12.8 finished 4-5,
while teammates Bella Hill at 13:44.8
and Lauren Booher at 13:52.1 finished
10-11, followed by Raider Ava
Mustacciuolo at 13:55.2 and Blue Devil
Catherine Collins at 13:59.3. Raider
Lucy Burke came in 16th and Cougar
Mia Alvarez finished 17th.

opportunities to win the match.
“We didn’t really challenge him
enough or put him in tough situations.
All of our shots were up,” said
Westfield Head Coach Eric Shaw.
“We weren’t composed enough at
times. We weren’t clinical enough at
times. You have to have both of those
in order to win matches.”
Summit scored first in the match,
taking a 1-0 lead in the 28th minute.
The goal came after Westfield
goaltender Ryan Friedberg knocked
away a header by Jose Osorio. The
ball caromed away from Friedberg
into the middle of a scrum where
Jeffrey Greenstein found it and quickly
drove it into the back of the net.
In the second half, Westfield made
some changes and took control of the
possession battle for the remainder of
regulation. The hard work paid off
when Bertch received a feed from
John Desena and finished the play for
a goal in the 63rd minute that evened
the match.
“We were down one to nil, so what
did we have to lose?” said Shaw after
the match. “We changed the way we
playing and the shape, which gave us
a lot more attacking presence in the
second half. They really didn’t have
an answer for that. We changed our
shape from a 4-4-2 to a 3-4-3. We

asked more questions in the midfield
and up top and allowed our players in
the back to be in a little bit more of a
one-v-one situation. It put them under
a little bit more pressure and I think
that is where we got the goal from and
created more opportunities with having more numbers in the final third.”
Having tied the match, the Blue
Devils had Summit on the defensive
but could not get the second goal that
would have given them the victory
despite numerous chances. Once
again, it was the play of Maslin that
kept them in the match. Maslin made
many saves in the final 20 minutes of
regulation that preserved the tie, while
his teammates struggled to find offense.
“It just comes down to us not finishing those chances and making it
too easy for the keeper,” said Shaw.
With Maslin continuing to form an
impenetrable shield, Summit held on
throughout the two overtime periods
as well forcing the issue to be decided
by penalty kicks. It was a landmark
win for the Hilltoppers, who will now
face top-seeded Elizabeth in the final.
Their head coach, Liverpudian, Ben
Stuart shared in his players’ excitement.
“We started the game without two
big players in Theo Hodges at the

back and Owen Healy at the top. We
were already two down and as the
game went on they definitely edged
us in possession. They are very good
on the ball, very sharp. He (Eric Shaw)
was rotating and I was a bit limited.
We just had to start playing long.
They defended like animals and they
were very solid in front of the goal. In
games like this, it was a repeat of
Tuesday where we were deadlocked,
you need that little bit of lift and Jake
Maslin, with two penalty saves
matched up against their great sophomore keeper (Ryan Friedberg), who I
think is already getting looked at by
colleges and who is a phenomenal
athlete. Commiseration to their captain (Ronit Rao), who missed the penalty shot there at the end. He’ll do
fine. He is a great player. He’ll go off
and play in college. Jake Maslin, he
leads from the back like a true captain. He organizes. He was exceptional. He made one-handed saves,
his distribution was good. I actually
went to talk to him before the penalty
kick scenarios and I was going to tell
him to pick a spot and he looked at me
and told me not to say it because he
knew what to do. He was fully in
control of the moment.”
Westfield
Summit

0
1

1
0

0
0

0 (3) 1
0 (4) 1

Open House - October 27th-1-4pm

Raiders Stun Cougars in Girls Soccer, 3-2
Trailing 1-0 at the half, the eighthranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood girls
soccer team answered with three second-half goals to stun the No. 7
Cranford Cougars in Scotch Plains on
October 15.Atightly contested struggle
from the start the 11-2-1 Cougars took
a 1-0 lead early in the first half when
senior attacker Maggie Murray drove
down the right sideline and crossed
into the box where junior Kirsten Wil-

liams tapped it past Raider goalkeeper
Maya Kessler for the score.
Both teams had additional opportunities in the first half. Raider juniors
Corinne Lyght, Faith Price and Holly
Nelson pressured Cougar goalkeeper
Amanda Vath on several occasions
and one of their shots went sailing just
a few feet to the left of the near post. In
the meantime, Williams, Riley
Korzenbeski, senior Brooke Swandrak

and Murray continued their assault.
In the second half after Cougar
Swandrak and Raider sophomore
Leah Klurman each scored a goal,
Raider freshman Lily Camacho
banged in a header to knot the score
2-2. Then with less than two minutes
remaining, Lyght nailed the game
winner to give the 13-1-1 Raiders the
victory. Vath recorded six saves and
Kessler recorded seven saves.

more photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports

320 Jefferson Avenue, Westfield
Beautifully situated on .40 acre of beautiful private grounds, this very gracious and spacious
true Center Hall Colonial showcases exceptional architectural detail and millwork. A soft
neutral palette flows throughout and the recently refinished hardwood floors are gleaming!
Fall in love with the charm, excellent room flow and meticulous condition of this warm and
inviting home. The 11 rooms include 5 bedrooms , 3.5 baths, plus mudroom and 2-car
attached garage. The lower level is beautifully finished, adding three more rooms of living
space. Surrounded by other stately homes in a premier neighborhood, this Westfield “gem” is
location perfect—so close to Westfield’s exceptional schools, fine shopping, library, parks and
NYC commuter transportation. An exceptional value at $1,175,000!
For additional information or a private
tour, please call:

Carol Tener

Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence 1984-2017
Direct: (908) 233-2243

Westﬁeld-West ȣ 600 North Avenue West, Westﬁeld ȣ 908-233-0065
$OOLQIRUPDWLRQGHHPHGUHOLDEOHEXWQRWJXDUDQWHHG6XEMHFWWRHUURUVDQGRPLVVLRQV
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING FOR THE BALL...Raider Holly Nelson, No. 10, and Cougars Laurel Teel, No. 12, and Maggie Murray, No. 7,
battle for possession of a loose ball during a regular season game in Scotch Plains, The Raiders won 3-2.

9&ROGZHOO%DQNHU5HDO(VWDWH//&&ROGZHOO%DQNHULVDUHJLVWHUHGWUDGHPDUNOLFHQVHGWR&ROGZHOO%DQNHU5HDO(VWDWH//&$Q(TXDO2SSRUWXQLW\&RPSDQ\(TXDO+RXVLQJ2SSRU
WXQLW\2ZQHGDQG2SHUDWHGE\157//&,I\RXUSURSHUW\LVOLVWHGZLWKDUHDOHVWDWHEURNHUSOHDVHGLVUHJDUG,WLVQRWRXULQWHQWLRQWRVROLFLWWKHRIIHULQJVRIRWKHUUHDOHVWDWHEURNHUV
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WY Devilfish Start Season
With Annual Classic Invt’l

LEAGUE CHAMPS...Garwood’s Kilmer, Marcazo and Simitz Win District 2
10U Parkway League Championship.

Lincoln School Girls Win League Crown
Courtney Kilmer, Caitlyn Marcazo and Lia Simitz, 5th graders at Lincoln
School in Garwood and softball players on the Clark White 10U softball
team, beat the number one seeded Cranford Black Team, 6-4, to move them
onto the final championship game where they secured a win against Clark
Blue, 7-6, on a chilly October 18 in Cranford’s Adams Park. The District
Two Parkway League is the premier youth fast pitch softball league for girls
in Union, Essex, Morris, and Middlesex counties.
PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
PLANNING BOARD

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY

Please take notice that on November 20,
2019 at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough
Hall, located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 91 Glenwood Road, Fanwood,
New Jersey, also known as Block 47 Lot
41, as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map,
owned by Louis and Gina Cammarano.
The applicant requests Installation of
permanent Gas Generator which is in
violation of:
Section 184-134 I9 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Generator Install; Permitted: Not Permitted;
Present: 19 Feet; Proposed: 12 Foot Front
Yard Set Back (Sun Valley).
Section 184-115 E9 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
Improvement Coverage; Permitted: Maximum Improvment Coverage 35%; Present:
Existing 36.74%; Proposed: Proposed
36.91%.
The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.
The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during normal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Office of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.
Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accordance with the rules of the Fanwood Planning Board.
Applicant:
Louis and Gina Cammarano
91 Glenwood Road
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/24/19, Thee Times Fee: $39.78

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-001292-19
FILE NO. 26186-18
NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT
(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
KEITH V. JORDAN, JR.; MRS.
KEITH V. JORDAN, JR., WIFE
OF KEITH V. JORDAN, JR.;
YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which MTAG CUST FOR EMPIRE VIII NJ PORTFOLIO is the plaintiff
and KEITH V. JORDAN, JR., ET ALS; are
defendants, pending in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Chancery Division, UNION
County and bearing Docket No. F-00129219 within thirty-five (35) days after October 24, 2019 exclusive of such date. If you
fail to answer or appear in accordance with
Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may be
rendered against you for relief demanded
in the Amended Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure.
You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may communicate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may communicate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone number of such agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.
THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 16-059, sold
on 12/9/2016, dated 12/13/2016, and was
recorded on 2/6/2017 in Book 14230 at
Page 53, made by SONYA L WINGATE,
Collector of Taxes of HILLSIDE TOWNSHIP, and State of New Jersey to MTAG
CUST FOR EMPIRE VIII NJ PORTFOLIO
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
MTAG CUST FOR EMPIRE VIII NJ PORTFOLIO. This covers real estate located in
HILLSIDE TWP, County of UNION, and
State of New Jersey, known as LOT 17
BLOCK 425 as shown on the Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate of HILLSIDE TOWNSHIP. and concerns premises
commonly known as 194 GRUMMAN AVENUE, HILLSIDE TOWNSHIP, New Jersey.
YOU, KEITH V. JORDAN, JR., are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because you are the owner of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.
YOU, MRS. KEITH V. JORDAN, JR.,
WIFE OF KEITH V. JORDAN, JR., are
made party defendant to the above foreclosure action because plaintiff has been
unable to determine whether defendant
KEITH V. JORDAN, JR. is married, and if
married, the name of KEITH V. JORDAN,
JR.’s spouse. If KEITH V. JORDAN, JR. is
married, the plaintiff joins MRS. KEITH V.
JORDAN, JR., WIFE OF KEITH V. JORDAN, JR. as a defendant for any possessory or marital rights you may have.
DATED: October 18, 2019
Michelle M. Smith, Clerk
Superior Court of New Jersey
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $75.99

NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process
in
accordance
with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-343 authorizing
said Contract are available for public inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856
SERVICE: Engineering Services in Connection with the NJ DOT FY 2017 and FY
2018 South Union Avenue Improvements
(Sections 3 and 4) Program
FEE: Not to Exceed $88,750.000
DATE: October 15, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $21.93

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
On September 26, 2019, bids were received by the Township of Cranford for the
2019 Municipal Paving Program. Respondents were required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C. 127 and
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1 et seq. The Township of Cranford
has awarded Contract for said project. The
contract and Resolution No. 2019-337 are
available for the public inspection at the
office of the Municipal Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Esposito Construction,
253 Main Street, Suite 385, Matawan, New
Jersey 07747
SERVICE: 2019 Municipal Paving Program
CONTRACT AWARD: $ 285,344.24
DATE: October 15, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
CHANGE ORDER
The Township of Cranford has authorized Contract Change Order Numbers 1
(one) to 6 (six) for various items of extra
work for the Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater Management Project.
Resolution No. 2018-362 which authorized the award of contract to Underground
Utilities Corporation in November 2018,
such contract and Resolution No. 2019356 (authorizing the Change Orders) are
available for public inspection at the office
of the Municipal Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Underground Utilities
Corporation, 711 Commerce Road, Linden, New Jersey 07036
SERVICE: Northeast Quadrant
Stormwater Management Project Extra
Work
FEE: $114,136.29
DATE: October 15, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $24.99

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at its meeting on October 16, 2019, for the
following applications decided upon at the
meeting held on September 9, 2019.
Pedro Pizha, 612 Ripley Place. Applicant sought approval for an addition contrary to Section 12.03D & 12.04F1 of the
Land Use Ordinance to allow a front yard
setback of +6 feet where the Ordinance
requires a minimum front yard setback of
25 feet; to allow a building coverage of
22.9% where the Ordinance allows a maximum building coverage of 20%. Application approved with conditions.
John & Kathryn Reed, 12 Tudor Oval.
Applicants sought approval to retain an
existing basketball hoop and the width of a
driveway contrary to Section 13.02F1 and
13.03B1 of the Land Use Ordinance to
allow a driveway width of 38 feet where the
Ordinance allows a maximum driveway
width of 24 feet; to allow a basketball court
to be in the front yard where the Ordinance
requires a basketball court to be in the rear
yard. Application approved with conditions.
Jennifer Khichi, 229 East Dudley Avenue. Applicant sought approval to renovate an existing two-story carriage house
to be used as a cabana and gathering
room, and to add a pergola/patio addition
contrary to Section 13.01D and 13.01I1 of
the Land Use Ordinance to allow a floor
area of 1,441 square feet for an accessory
structure where the Ordinance allows a
maximum floor area of 750 square feet for
an accessory structure; to allow a building
height of 28.6 feet for an accessory structure where the Ordinance allows a maximum building height of 15 feet for an
accessory structure. Application approved
with conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Linda Jacus
Board Secretary
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $45.39

On October 13, the Westfield Area
“Y” Devilfish swim team hosted the
24th annual Devilfish Classic Invitational Swim Meet (DFC). Under the
leadership of DFC Chairperson, Beth
Riordan, many families volunteered
to make this meet a huge success. The
DFC, the teams’ primary fundraiser,
hosted over 600 swimmers from all
over the state as an opportunity to
swim a short course meet early in the
season.
Of the 240 Devilfish swimmers who
attended, many achieved personalbest times. In addition, meet records
were broken by Emily Constable:
Girls 13-14 100 Breast (1:07.38);
Clare Logan: Girls 13-14 50 Free
(25.04) and 200IM (2:22.00); Colin
Kavanagh: Boys 13-14 200IM
(2:07.07); Abby McKinney: Girls
15andO 100 Free (54.14).
TOP 3 DEVILFISH:
8U GIRLS: Gemma Giordano (1st
25 Breast)
8U BOYS: Joseph Casiere (1st 25
Back, 3rd 50 Free); Lucas Moussouni
(3rd 100 IM)
9-10 GIRLS: Emma Crall (1st 100
FLY, 2nd 100IM); Kaylie Gao (1st
100 Free, 3rd 50 Free and 50 Fly);
Lila Griffith (3rd 50 Breast); Blythe
Hoffman (2nd 100 Back); Jane
Kavanagh (1st 50 Free and 100 IM,
2nd 50 Back)
9-10 BOYS: Jacob Galczynski
(2nd 50 Free and 50 Breast, 3rd 50
Fly); Alex Giangone (1st 100 Free,
100 Fly, 100 IM); James Kavanagh
(1st 50 Back); Joseph Kiley (1st 50
Fly); Benjamin Lane (2nd 50 Back);
Noah Maloney (3rd 100 Breast);
Jonathan Peterson (1st 50 Free, 2nd
50 Fly and100 IM)
11-12 GIRLS: Brooke McAndrew
(3rd 50 Back); Riley McGoldrick (3rd
50 Fly); Jacqueline Moser (3rd 100
Breast); Catherine Ritter (1st 50 Free
and 50 Back, 2nd 100 Free)
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinances were finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 15th of October
2019.
ORDINANCE 2019-20
ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XVII, ENTITLED
“FIRE PREVENTION”, OF
THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS,
TO AMEND §17-4 FALSE FIRE
ALARMS; §17-5 FIRE LANES;
AND §17-9 EMERGENCY
SERVICES COST RECOVERY.
ORDINANCE 2019-21
ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER X OF THE TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED,
“PARKS
AND
GOLF
COURSE”, SUBSECTION 101.5 FEES, RENTS AND
CHARGES, TO INCLUDE A
“JUNIOR GOLFER” FEE.
ORDINANCE 2019-22
ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XV (STREETS,
SANITATION & SHADE
TREES) OF THE CODE OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH
PLAINS TO ESTABLISH ADDITIONAL PAVEMENT RESTORATION REQUIREMENTS
FOR STREET VACATIONS,
TO INCREASE THE DEPOSIT
AMOUNT FOR PROPOSED
STREET OPENINGS AND TO
REMOVE OBSOLETE SECTIONS.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
TAKE NOTICE that on the 21st day of
October the Zoning Board of the Township
of Cranford, in the County of Union took the
following actions:
1. Application ZBA 19-009: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Richard and Jessica
Hernandez, applicants, for a c(2) variance
for a rear yard setback for construction of
a family room. Minimum requirement is 30
feet for rear yard setback and 26 feet is
being proposed on Block 546 Lot 31, as
designated on the Township Tax Map also
known as 34 Mendell Avenue in the R-4
Zone.
2. Application ZBA 19-008: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Kevin and Blair McGrath,
applicants, for a c(2) variance for construction of a second story bridge to connect the
primary structure (house) to an accessory
structure (garage). The minimum required
side yard setbacks are 30 percent of lot
width or 30 feet combined, where the proposed combined side yard setbacks equal
24.4 feet. §255-34, Attachment 1, Schedule 1, on Block 516, Lot 4 as designated on
the Township Tax Map also known as 110
Thomas Street in the R-1 Zone.
3. Application ZBA 19-012: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Matthew DiGiovanni, applicant, for a c(1) and a c(2) variance for
construction of a new garage on an irregularly shaped lot. The minimum total side
yard setbacks are 30 percent of lot width or
16.9 feet combined, where the proposed
combined side yard setbacks are 15.5
feet. Minimum side yard setback of 10
percent of lot width or minimum of 7 feet
where 6.5 feet is existing and 5 feet is
proposed §255-34, Attachment 1, Schedule 1, on Block 616 Lot 26 as designated
on the Township Tax Map also known as
22 Cherokee Road in the R-4 Zone.
4. Application ZBA 19-011: Adopted a
Resolution of Memorialization approving
the request of Christopher and Melissa
D’Mello, applicants, for a c(2) variance for
construction of a porch. The minimum requirement for a front yard setback is 25
feet where 20 feet is being proposed. §25534 Attachment 1 Schedule 1, on Block 471
Lot 3 as designated on the Township Tax
Map also known as 6 Martin Place in the R3 Zone.
Robert Bovasso
Secretary
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $52.53

11-12 BOYS: Josh Cetin (3rd 50
Back), Michael Fisher (3rd 100 Free);
Dylan Lagrimas (3rd 50 Breast); Liam
Mulkeen (1st 50 Breast); Cole
Sharkey (2nd 100 Back and 50 Fly,
3rd 100 IM); Logan Swenson (1st 50
Free, 100 Free, 100 IM); Wes Young
( 3rd 100 Back)
13-14 GIRLS: Emily Constable
(1st 100 Breast, 2nd 100 Free, 3rd
100 Fly); Caitlin Farago (1st 200
Free, 2nd 50 Free and 100 Back);
Katie Ferris (3rd 200 Free); Isabella
Giacobbe (3rd 200 Back); Lauren
Lane (1st 100 Free, 200 Back, 100
Fly); Sarah Lincoln (2nd 200 Breast);
Clare Logan (1st 50 Free, 100 Back,
200 IM); Tyler Partridge (3rd 50 Free
and 200 IM); Katie Riordan (3rd 100
Free); Isabelle Shih (2nd 200 Free);
Selah Tedesco (1st 200 Breast, 3rd
100 Breast)
13-14 BOYS: Will Crall (2nd 200
IM, 3rd 50 Free and 100 Fly); Will
Heinze (3rd 100 Back); Charlie
Jeckell (3rd 200 Free); Colin
Kavanagh (1st 50 Free, 100 Breast,
200 IM); Patrick Miller (1st 200 Free);
Danny Pierce (1st 200 Back, 2nd 100
Back); Christian Tedesco (1st 100
Back, 2nd 50 Free and 100 Fly);
Aidan Troy (2nd 100 Breast, 3rd 200
Breast); JD Twilley (2nd 200 Breast);
Nathan Welsh (2nd 100 Free, 3rd 100
Breast)
15-18 GIRLS: ElianaCestero (1st
100 Breast); VivJeckell (1st 50 Free);
Erin McAndrew (2nd 50 Free); Julia
McGann (3rd 50 Free); Abby
McKinney (1st 100 Free, 2nd 100
Back); Erin McKinney (3rd 100
Breast); Maddie Sullivan (1st 200
Breast); Bridget Thomas (3rd 200
IM)
15-18 BOYS: Henry Brown (2nd
100 Free, 3rd 100 Breast); Seth
Camacho (2nd 200 Breast); Chris
Cheng (3rd 100 Fly); Matt Chen (3rd
50 Free and 100 Free); Bruce Kapp
(2nd 200 Free); Matt London (1st
100 Fly, 2nd 50 Free); Billy Maguire
(3rd 100 Back); Carsen Sharkey (2nd
200 Back); Matt Swenson (1st 100
Back and 200 IM); Barney Veres
(2nd 100 Breast and100 Fly)
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
November 7, 2019 at 7:30 pm., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of Robert & Emily Fissel, 2238 Elizabeth Avenue, Block 9101, Lot 10, R-3
Zone, who proposes to convert the existing attached garage at this single family
dwelling into living space, contrary to the
following Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-2.3 Regulations Applicable to All Zones, Minimum Required:
enclosed private garage of not less than
12 feet x 20 feet. Proposed: complete
elimination of garage space and conversion into a master bedroom and new master bath.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $30.09

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
CITIZEN INPUT FOR
REVENUE BLOCK GRANT
Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held on the HUD Revenue
Sharing Block Grant, Year 45 funding on
Wednesday, October 30, 2019 in Room
202, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey at 10:00 AM.
The Township of Scotch Plains will look
to set their funding priorities and seek input
from the residents of Scotch Plains to see
how the county allocation should be spent.
The hearing will be chaired by the
Township’s official delegates to the Revenue Sharing Committee and/or the
Township’s Grant Project Manager. Nineteen towns in Union County are involved,
and all projects must have a 2/3 majority of
the total committee membership approval
in order to become reality.
Application for projects will be available
at Township Hall and include complete
instructions concerning’ project eligibility.
Projects funded throughout the 19 member municipalities include: housing, rehabilitation, neighborhood preservation, code
enforcement, senior citizen facilities, child
care facilities, and various social service
programs.
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Alexander Mirabella
Municipal Manager
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE

Courtesy of Lorraine DeRick for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SNARING A PASS...Westfield PAL D tight end Anthony Narciso leaps for a pass
that he snared with one hand for a 22-yard gain to help set up Westfield’s second
touchdown of the game.

Westfield PAL D Hems In
Sparta Grid Kids, 18-6
In a NJSYFL American Conference contest at Kehler Stadium, the
Westfield PAL Tackle Football D
team defeated Sparta, 18-6, to improve its record to 5-1.
Quarterback Jordan Walsh, who
rushed for 130 yards on 10 carries,
scampered 57 yards on the third
play of the opening series of the
game. Two plays later, Westfield
took a 6-0 lead on a touchdown run
by tailback Dylan Pardes. Sparta
answered with a sustained drive
culminated by a one-yard touchdown run to tie the game at 6-6.
The Westfield offense picked up
where it left off on the opening
drive and took a 12-6 lead on a
three-yard touchdown run by
Walsh. The 65-yard drive was
sparked by an outstanding one-

SPF PAL Grid Kids Win
Three of Four in Football
Three victories of out four games
were accomplished by the Scotch
Plains Fanwood (SPF) PAL during
New Jersey Suburban Youth Football
League play on October 20. In
Bloomfield, the A team Raiders beat
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Township of Cranford has awarded
a Contract pursuant to the “fair and open”
process
in
accordance
with
N.J.S.A.19:44A-20.4 et seq. This Contract
and Resolution No. 2019-344 authorizing
said Contract are available for public inspection at the Office of the Township
Clerk.
AWARDED TO: Maser Consulting, 400
Valley Road, Suite 304, Mount Arlington,
New Jersey 07856
SERVICE: Engineering Services in Connection with the 2019 Municipal Paving
Program
FEE: Not to Exceed $ 29,500.00
DATE: October 15, 2019
Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $20.91

Bloomfield, 20-7, the C team Raiders
knocked off Somerset Hills, 19-0,
and the SPF E team beat Bloomfield,
8-6. The B team Raiders fell to
Bloomfield, 14-6. The D and third
grade Raider squads had byes.
The A team (eighth grade) Raiders
were sparked by the play of Chase
Hagler and Jason Delcore. Meanwhile, the undefeated but once tied C
team sixth-grade Raiders pitched a
shutout against a rugged Somerset
Hills behind the offense that was
guided by Patrick Maignan and the
defense that was anchored by Jayvon
Young.
The E team fourth graders for SPF
were led by Henry Jacobsen, Marcus
Schomberg and Tyler Doyle. In defeat, the B team Raider seventh graders were paced by James Freshwater
and Jacob Handy.
The SPF Raiders will play A, C, D
and E level games in Kenilworth this
Sunday, October 27, while the B team
has a bye. The third grade Raiders are
at Somerville Branchburg tonight,
October 24.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Zoning Board of Adjustment of the Township of Scotch Plains will hold a public
hearing on November 7, 2019 at 7:30 pm,
at the Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First Floor Council Chambers to
hear the application of Archana Parmar
and Chandra Sarkar, 1630 Raritan Road,
Block 14001, Lot 3, R-1 Zone who propose
to construct a detached garage contrary to
the following Zoning Ordinances:
Section 23-3.5, R-1 Residential Zone:
b. Permitted Secondary Uses
1. Private garages not in excess of 1,200
square feet of building area, including detached and attached garages
Existing: 400 square feet structure. Proposed: 3,600 square feet structure
Section 23-3.4D, Schedule of Yard
and Building Height Limitations for
Detached Secondary Buildings in Residential Districts:
Paragraph A, R-1 Zone: Structures
greater than 200 square feet are required
to be a minimum of 30 feet off the property.
Proposed: 8 feet. (one side of the property only)
An in-ground pool is also proposed. No
variance is required for this part of the
application.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $34.17

SOLICITATION OF PROPOSALS AND
QUALIFICATIONS FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES IN CONNECTION
WITH RENOVATIONS TO 375
CENTENNIAL AVENUE INDOOR
RECREATION FACILITY

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWN OF WESTFIELD, BOARD OF EDUCATION
302 ELM STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
The Westfield Board of Education has awarded contracts without competitive bidding
as a professional service pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-5 a (1). The contracts and the
resolutions authorizing them are on file and available for public inspection in the office of
Westfield Board Of Education.
Whereas, there exists a need for professional services in the specific area(s) mentioned
below for the 2019-2020 school year for the following professional services and whereas,
funds are available for this purpose, and whereas, the Public School Contracts Law
(NJSA 18A:18A-1 et seq.) permits the award of contracts without competitive bids for
Professional Services that require licensing and are regulated by law, and Whereas, the
Public School Contracts Law requires that the Board of Education adopt a resolution
awarding such contracts at a public meeting.
Dana Sullivan
Business Administrator/Board Secretary
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR
Interim Healthcare of NW NJ, Inc. Registered Nurse
PO Box 1235
LPN
South Plainfield, NJ
NOT TO EXCEED $125,000.00 (REVISED)

$59.90 per hour
$54.43 per hour

Therapy Travelers, LLC
Staffing-School Psychologist $85.00 per hour
PO Box 28870
Occupational Therapist
$85.00 per hour
Anaheim, CA
Speech/Language Therapist $85.00 - $95.00 per hour
NOT TO EXCEED $200,000.00 (REVISED)
BCBA
$90.00 - $100.00 per hour
Behavior Intervention
$85.00 - $90.00 per hour
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader

handed catch by tight end Anthony
Narciso on a pass from Walsh that
went for 22 yards.
Westfield’s defense took charge
the rest of the game, led by Narciso
and Jack Schwarzenbek, who had
five tackles each, Pete Cabrales
and Harrison Rekemeier.
Westfield’s running game kicked
into gear in the fourth quarter behind the offensive line play of Chase
Fiory and Everett O’Donnell and
Walsh scored his second touchdown
of the day on a one-yard run to put
Westfield up 18-6.
Head Coach Tony Borg said, “It
was great to see the boys settle
down and play outstanding team
defense after Sparta’s opening drive
and Anthony’s catch was one for
the highlight reel.”

Fee: $53.04

The Township of Cranford (the “Township”) is seeking sealed proposals and
statements of qualifications from Architectural firms; hereafter called “Proposer(s)”
to secure architectural design and construction administration services for the
renovations of an indoor recreation facility
located at 375 Centennial Avenue (Block
602, Lot 27), Cranford, New Jersey.
Proposers shall provide Architectural
services for pre-design, schematic design,
design development, construction documentation, construction administration and
inspections to complete an indoor recreation facility with a footprint of approximately 18,950 square/feet. All criteria will
be evaluated and confirmed by the successful Project Architect along with all
project stakeholders during the very early
stages of project research and design. The
Township will select the Proposer most
qualified to perform the services described
in the Request for Proposals and Qualifications, and who meets all relevant selection criteria.
A pre-proposal meeting will be held on
Friday, November 1, 2019 at 1:00 p.m.
at the 375 Centennial Avenue Indoor
Recreation Facility, 375 Centennial
Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. This
meeting is designed to provide Proposers
with the opportunity to ask questions about
the selection process and the program.
The full version of this RFP can be downloaded from the Township’s website at
www.crandfordnj.org. Hard copies will be
made available in the office of the Township Clerk located at 8 Springfield Avenue,
Cranford, New Jersey during normal business hours. Questions regarding this Request for Proposals should be directed to
the Qualified Purchasing Agent:
Michael Robinson
8 Springfield Avenue
Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 709-7200
m-robinson@cranfordnj.org
Proposers shall submit their sealed proposals no later than Thursday, November 14, 2019 at 11:00AM, to the Township of Cranford’s Municipal Clerk’s
Office located at the Township of
Cranford’s Municipal Building, 8
Springfield Avenue, Cranford, New Jersey. 07016 The sealed proposals shall be
clearly labeled “PROPOSAL FOR ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES – 375 CENTENNIAL RECREATIONAL FACILITY,
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD, NJ”.
By order of the Township Committee
Patrick Giblin, Mayor
Jamie Cryan, Township Administrator
Patricia Donahue
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $60.18

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION
WESTFIELD
Sunday, October 13, Wende
Matejek, 40, of Summit was arrested
in the area of East Broad Street and
Woodland Avenue and charged with
driving while intoxicated (DWI) subsequent to a police investigation. She
was transported from the scene to
Westfield police headquarters and
then to the Union County Police
Department headquarters for processing without incident. Matejek was
released on a summons with a future
court date to a responsible adult.
Monday, October 14, Kristen
Shedlock, 29, of North Haledon was
arrested and charged with DWI pursuant to a motor vehicle accident in
the area of Prospect Street and Ferris
Place. Shedlock was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released to a sober adult.
Tuesday, October 15, Klara
Zdenkova, 44, of Westfield was arrested and charged with DWI as the
result of a motor vehicle crash in the
area of South Chestnut Street and
Hillcrest Avenue. Zdenkova was transported to police headquarters, processed and released to a sober adult.
Wednesday, October 16, Adesina
Ajileye, 22, of Union was arrested
on an outstanding traffic warrant, in
the amount of $1,000, from the
Westfield Municipal Court at the
Union Police Department. She also
had warrants from Scotch Plains,
for $1,000; Springfield, for $500,
and Maplewood, for $750. Ajileye
was transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and held in
lieu of bail.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, October 15, Yeudy
Quiros-Delgado, 25, of Union was
arrested and charged with possession of marijuana during a motor
vehicle stop. Quiros-Delgado was
transported to police headquarters
and processed.
Tuesday, October 15, a resident of
Coles Avenue reported fraudulent
activity on a credit account. The
matter is under investigation.
Tuesday, October 15, officers responded to a store located on Route
22 on a report of a robbery. Upon
their arrival the manager stated that a
male had entered the store and attempted to take a display phone off
the counter. The manager confronted
the suspect and was assaulted as the
suspect attempted to flee the scene.
The suspect entered a silver BMW
and fled the area. A check of the area
for the vehicle was conducted but the
vehicle was not located. The matter
is under investigation.
Thursday, October 17, Adesina T.
Ajileye, 22, of Union was arrested on
active warrants out of Scotch Plains,
Maplewood and Springfield.
Thursday, October 17, Mark W.
Oberlies, 59, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with theft after
it was determined that he took a package that was delivered to his
neighbor’s house. He was transported
to police headquarters and processed.
Saturday, October 19, a resident of
Rivervale Court reported their motor
vehicle was burglarized during the
overnight hours. The matter is under
investigation.
Sunday, October 20, several incidents of criminal mischief were re-

Blood Drives Set
At Two Locations
AREA — Breast Cancer Awareness
Blood Drives are scheduled in two
area communities. One will be held
today, Thursday, October 24, from
1:30 to 7:30 p.m., at the Clark Rescue
Squad headquarters, 875 Raritan Road,
Clark. The other will take place on
Tuesday, October 29, from 3 to 7:30
p.m., at Hillside Avenue School, 125
Hillside Avenue, Cranford.
To make an appointment for either
drive,
visit
tinyurl.com/
GiveBloodNJBS, with Group Code
11959 for the Clark one and Group
Code 15861 for Cranford. Walk-ins
also will be welcome.
Sixteen-year-olds must have a
signed NJBS Parental Consent form.
All donors are advised to eat and
drink beforehand and to bring their
New York Blood Center (NJBC) identification card. For more information, visit nybc.org.
Support Local Journalism

ported in the area of Cook Avenue
and Westfield Avenue. The residents
reported having pumpkins smashed.
Sunday, October 20, a resident of
the 2000 block of Lyde Place reported an attempted burglary. A basement window was damaged but entry
to the home was not gained. The
matter is under investigation.
FANWOOD
Monday, October 14, an officer
made a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Shady Lane for a motor
vehicle violation. A check of the driver
showed an active warrant out of Elizabeth. The driver was arrested, processed and released by the Elizabeth
Municipal Court. She was identified
as Janet Caceres, 41, of Elizabeth.
CRANFORD
Wednesday, October 9, Deshawn
Claiborne, 25, of East Orange was
arrested on charges of possession of
under 50 grams of marijuana and
possession of paraphernalia. A 2017
Chevrolet was stopped at North Avenue East and the Garden State Parkway 137 Exchange for unclear plates.
Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver, Claiborne,
for suspected marijuana found inside
the vehicle. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, Claiborne
was issued motor vehicle summonses
for unclear plates, no valid driver’s
license in his possession and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Thursday, October 10, David
Cartagenovamartin, 23, of Elizabeth
was arrested on charges of possession of under 50 grams (marijuana)
and possession of paraphernalia.
Police units were dispatched to Quine
Street on a suspicious motor vehicle
occupied and parked in the area. Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested an occupant of the
vehicle, Cartagenovamartin, for suspected marijuana found inside the
vehicle. He was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date.
Friday, October 11, Tara Burrell,
46, of Linden was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI). A 2010 Lexus was
stopped at Raritan Road and Coleman
Avenue for failing to stop for a red
traffic signal. Following an investigation on scene, police arrested the
driver, Burrell, for DWI. She was
processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, Burrell was issued motor vehicle summonses for refusal to the
submitting of breath samples, careless driving, reckless driving, delaying traffic, disregard of an official
traffic control device, obstructing
traffic, an improper turn and an unsafe lane change.
Friday, October 11, Justin Sanzo,
47, of Cranford was arrested on
charges of possession of a controlled
dangerous substance and possession
of drug paraphernalia. A 2007
Chevrolet was stopped on Cranford
Terrace for a brake lamp out. Following an investigation on scene, police
arrested the driver, Sanzo, for suspected heroin found on him. He was
processed and provided with a Superior Court appearance date. In addition, Sanzo was issued motor vehicle
summonses for maintenance of
lamps, suspended driver and possesPUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED, that the Zoning
Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains will hold a public hearing on
November 7, 2019 at 7:30 pm., at the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue, First
Floor Council Chambers to hear the application of Nicole & Michael Manna, 2246
Elizabeth Avenue, Block 9005, Lot 2, R-3
Zone, who proposes to convert the existing attached garage at this single family
dwelling into living space, contrary to the
following Zoning Ordinance:
Section 23-2.3 Regulations Applicable to All Zones, Minimum Required:
enclosed private garage of not less than
12 feet x 20 feet. Proposed: complete
elimination of garage space and conversion into a master bedroom, as part of
other improvement works.
The Applicant is also requesting any and
all variances deemed to be necessary at
the time of the hearing, including any other
waivers, exceptions, interpretations and
other relief necessary to allow Applicant’s
proposed use of the property.
All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Zoning
Board of Adjustment and available for public inspection during regular office hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $30.09
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PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD
NOTICE OF INTRODUCTION OF
ORDINANCE 19-15-S
AND PUBLIC HEARING
An ordinance was introduced by the
Mayor and Council of the Borough of
Fanwood on September 16, 2019. Copies
of this ordinance can be obtained without
cost in the Clerk’s Office, at the Fanwood
Borough Hall, 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey between the hours
of 8 am to 4 pm, Monday through Friday.
This Ordinance amends Ordinance 1807-R of the Borough Code relating to the
Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund.
This ordinance is scheduled for public
hearing and adoption on October 21, 2019,
at 7:00 P.M., Fanwood Borough Hall, 75
North Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey.
Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Times Fee: $22.44

TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
AMENDMENT
The Township of Cranford has amended
a Contract Award to provide Affordable
Housing Legal Services to the Township of
Cranford. The Township of Cranford advertised a Request for Proposal for Affordable Housing Legal Services through a fair
and open process in accordance with NJSA
19:44A-20.4 et seq. This contract and
Resolution No. 2019-355 are available for
public inspection at the office of the Municipal Clerk.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

sion of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Saturday, October 12, Timothy
Colter, 21, of Cranford was arrested
on charges of possession of under 50
grams (marijuana) and possession of
drug paraphernalia. A 2005 Acura
was stopped on Estelle Place after
police units were dispatched to the
area for a suspicious vehicle. Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested a passenger, Colter,
for suspected marijuana found inside
the vehicle. He was processed and
provided with a municipal court appearance date.
Monday, October 14, Rui Santos,
29, of Roselle was arrested on charges
of possession of under 50 grams
(marijuana) and possession of drug
paraphernalia. A 2011 Honda was
stopped at Centennial Avenue and

the Garden State Parkway 136 Exchange for a view obstruction. Following an investigation on scene,
police arrested the driver, Santos, for
suspected marijuana found inside the
vehicle. He was processed and provided with a municipal court appearance date. In addition, Santos was
issued motor vehicle summonses for
unclear plates, a view obstruction
and possession of a controlled dangerous substance in a motor vehicle.
Tuesday, October 15, Lesley
Delgrippo, 49, of Cranford was arrested on charges of possession of a
controlled dangerous substance and
possession of drug paraphernalia.
Police stopped a pedestrian near Lincoln Avenue East and Broad Street
when she created a hazardous condition crossing the road. Following an
investigation on scene, police arrested
the pedestrian, Delgrippo, for possession of suspected cocaine and
heroin found in her possession. She
was processed and provided with a
Superior Court appearance date.

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

We Need Politicians Who Know What
They Can and Cannot Do and Care
This is the season of hype when the
politicians of all stripes come out of
the woodwork to extol their virtues,
slam the opposition, and make promises they know they cannot or will not
keep! And it is always the same! The
same signs that scar the landscape!
The same propaganda!
Ever meet a politician who says
her or she is over his or her head? We
have all heard the promises before in
various words!
Candidate Herbert Hoover, 1928,
promised “A chicken in every pot and
a car in every garage.”
FDR, 1932, declared “We are turning the corner” but the Great Depression only ended with the vast industrial demands of the Second World
War.
Candidate George H. W. Bush,
1968 Republican National Convention, “Read my lips: no new taxes.”
LBJ, Akron University, October
21, 1964,”We are not about to send
American boys 9 or 10 thousand miles
away from home to do what Asian
boys ought to be doing for themselves.”
President George W. Bush, USS
Abraham Lincoln, May 1,20103,
“Major combat operations in Iraq
have ended. In the battle for Iraq, the
United States and its allies have prevailed.”
President Obama repeatedly declared “If you like your doctor, you
can keep your doctor. If you like your
health care plan, you can keep your
health care plan.”
British Prime Minister, September 30, 1938 the day he signed the
infamous Munich Agreement with
Hitler and Mussolini, “I believe this
is peace for our time.”
What hope is there for us that any
politician will tell the unvarnished

truth if the powerful and mighty tell
whoppers?
But do not blame the politicians.
We are to blame for being gullible
accepting their blather! We have such
a deep seated desire for change that
we accede readily to the claims and
promises of the politicians most of
whom could not manage IBM,
Microsoft, or the United States Air
Force if they tried let alone start a
successful business!
Winston Churchill, New York City,
January 23, 1932, said it best! “The
world today is ruled by harassed politicians absorbed in getting into office
or turning out the other man so that no
much room is left for determine the
great issues on their merits.”
Let us have a moratorium on politicians! We do not need their vanity,
false promises, and incapabilities! We
need people who honestly know what
they can and cannot do and care about
us all year long!
Must it be that we have to have war
to unify us? Should not the considerations of unity in time of war also
apply in a time of peace? Churchill,
August 2,1938, speaking of the need
for national unity, commented, “What
does national unity mean? It surely
means that reasonable sacrifices of
Party opinions, personal opinion, and
Party interest should be made by all
to contribute to the national unity.”
March 8,1940, “Let Party interests be ignored, let all our energies be
harnessed, let the whole ability and
forces of the nation be hurled into the
struggle, and let all the strong horses
be pulling not the collar.”
Politicians out there! Are you listening? And you the public too?
Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Coleman Statement On
Passing of Cummings
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman (D12th-NJ) released the following statement after news that Congressman Elijah
E. Cummings (D-Md.), chairman of the
House Oversight and Government Reform Committee, died after complications from longstanding health challenges.
“There are few leaders, in this Congress or in the world with the strength and
integrity to consistently stand on their
values and lead with the interests of others as their primary focus. That kind of
leadership is amazing to behold, and that’s
what I saw in Elijah Cummings. His loss
will be felt in the city he fought for,
among the workers he sought to protect,
and across a country that may never understand how dedicated he was to their
best and brightest futures.
“When I arrived to Congress and joined
him on the Oversight and Reform Committee, I immediately found a colleague
PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF GARWOOD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the
Garwood Public Schools will hold a Committee of the Whole board meeting on
November 12 and December 10, 2019 in
addition to the previously scheduled meetings. The board will open the meeting at
7:00 pm.
Debi LeBrun
SBA/BS
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $11.73

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
CRANFORD, NEW JERSEY
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD
On October 10, 2019, bids were received by the Township of Cranford for the
Desilting of the Rahway River and Replacement of Dam Gates at Droescher’s
Dam and Hansel Dam project. Respondents were required to comply with the
requirements of P.L. 1975, C. 127 and
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C.
17:27-1 et seq. The Township of Cranford
has awarded Contract for said project. The
contract and Resolution No. 2019-358 are
available for the public inspection at the
office of the Municipal Clerk.

AWARDED TO: Jeffrey R. Surenian and
Associates, LLC, 707 Union Avenue, Suite
301, Brielle, New Jersey 08730
SERVICE: Affordable Housing Legal
Services
FEE: Not to Exceed $95,000.00
DATE: October 15, 2019

AWARDED TO: T.R. Weniger, Inc., 1900
New Brunswick Avenue, Piscataway, New
Jersey 08854
SERVICE: Desilting of the Rahway River
and Replacement of Dam Gates at
Droescher’s Dam and Hansel Dam Project
CONTRACT AWARD: $ 454,740.00
DATE: October 15, 2019

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $23.46

Patricia Donahue, RMC
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/24/19, The Leader Fee: $24.99

always willing to share his knowledge
and experience, and someone who taught
me so much. His diligent work on that
Committee, to protect federal employees,
whistleblowers, access to healthcare, basic constitutional principles and more,
were an extension of his belief in the kind
of people and country we should be.
“I am heartbroken to see our nation
lose such a fighter, but I take comfort in
knowing that he inspired us all to do more
and be better for generations yet unborn,
and I will not be alone in taking up the
battles he fought. I send prayers of comfort, peace and condolence to his family
in this moment of grief.”
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003448
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-018610-18
Plaintiff: U.S. BANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT INDIVIDUALLY BUT SOLELY AS
TRUSTEE FOR BLUEWATER INVESTMENT
TRUST 2017-1
VS.
Defendant: DAVID K. FERRELL II PATRICIA
HUZAR FERRELL A/K/A PATRICIA FERRELL,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 45 MILLBURN
ASSOCIATES LLC, AND FORD MOTOR
CREDIT COMPANY LLC
Sale Date: 11/20/2019
Writ of Execution: 06/19/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Six Hundred
Twenty-Four Thousand One Hundred Fifty-Three
and 61/100*** $624,153.61.
Property to be sold is located in the Borough of
Mountainside, County of Union and State of New
Jersey.
Commonly known as: 212 Glen Road,
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
Tax Lot(s): 23, in Block: 24.06 fka 24F.
Dimensions (Approximately): 0.350 AC.
Nearest Cross Street: Mill Lane.
First Mortgage
Mortgagor: Patricia H. Ferrell and David Ferrell
Mortgagee: Fleet National Bank.
Amount: $100,000.00.
Total Upset: ***Six Hundred Forty-Six Thousand Five Hundred Sixteen and 88/100***
$646,516.88 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO LLP
1325 FRANKLIN AVENUE
SUITE 230
GARDEN CITY NEW YORK 11530
(212) 471-5100
4 T - 10/24, 10/31, 11/07
& 11/14/19
Fee: $177.48
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CLASSIFIEDS
POLISH CLEANING LADY
“Great work, Free estimates”

References Available.
If you need a hardworking
person with great experience to
clean your house or apartment
Call Agnes (908) 787-3003

CLASSIFIEDS
The Newspaper
will be mailed to
All of Westfield
on 10/31/19
The deadline for
placing classified
ads NEXT WEEK is
Monday, 10/28/19
www.goleader.com
DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

CLARK ESTATE SALE

37 Rutgers Road
Sat.10/26 - Sun.10/27
10am - 3pm
Living Room, Dining Room,
Bedroom Furniture, China, Glass,
Art, Linens, Costume Jewelry,
Tapestry, Lamps, Tools & More!
For Pics DovetailsUSA.com
AUCTION FUNDRAISER

ESTATE SALE
COLLECTION OF PHS (SALE
ONE DAY ONLY) CONDUCTED
BY JB PLACE: AMERICAN
LEGION 1003 NORTH AVE W,
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090 DATE:
10/27/2019 (SUNDAY) TIME:
12:15PM TO 6PM THIS IS A
CASH OR CHECK SALE ONLY!
THIS SALE IS LOADED:
ANTIQUES
*
MODERN
FURNITURE * SCULPTURES *
JEWELRY * TOYS * CHINA *
BOX LOTS * TIFFANY & CO. *
CLOCKS * HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
* MILITARY ITEMS * ETC.
MORE INFO: (973) 204-0967
FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

UCPO Co-Hosting Forum
On Elder Abuse Prevention
COUNTY — The Union County
Prosecutor’s Office is joining forces with
the Union County Human Relations Commission to host a forum on elder abuse
prevention as part of a continuing series
of public events presented as part of the
New Jersey Office of the Attorney
General’s 21-County, 21st-Century Community Policing Project, acting Union
County Prosecutor Lyndsay V. Ruotolo
and Commission Co-Chairs Mark Spivey
and Jo Ann Hamilton jointly announced
last Wednesday.
The forum is scheduled for 6 p.m. on
Monday, October 28, at Union Public
Library, 1980 Morris Avenue in Union.
Admission is free, and citizens of all ages,
caregivers, as well as local representatives of social service agencies and other
organizations serving seniors, are encouraged to attend.
A panel of subject matter experts will
serve as the centerpiece of the forum,
with Prosecutor’s Office Special Prosecutions Unit Supervisor Melissa
Spagnoli moderating. Panel participants
will also include New Jersey Division of
Consumer Affairs Outreach Director
Melanie Hazim, New Jersey Office of the
Insurance Fraud Prosecutor Detective
Danielle Han, Union County Division on
Aging and Disability Resource Connection Director Frances Benson, and Peter
Jacob, a licensed social worker, of Jewish
Family Service of Central New Jersey,
which is co-sponsoring the forum along
with the Union Public Library. Mr. Jacob
is also the program manager for Project
CEASE: Combatting Elder Abuse
through Services and Education, developed by the Jewish Family Service of
Central New Jersey and the Jewish Federation of Greater MetroWest NJ to promote education about elder abuse. Also
appearing on the panel will be
Prosecutor’s Office Assistant Prosecutor
Patricia Cronin and Detective Dennis
Donovan, both of whom have years of
experience investigating and prosecuting
incidents of elder abuse.
“Attorney General Gurbir Grewal has
shined a light on elder abuse here in New
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003344
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-11933-18
Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF THE
RESIDENTIAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES
TRUST V-C
VS.
Defendant: KATRINA D. CORDERO;
ROBERTO S. CORDERO
Sale Date: 11/06/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/09/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Fifteen and
73/100*** $456,715.73.
The property to be sold is located in SCOTCH
PLAINS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 2429 WESTFIELD AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
Tax Lot No. 15 in Block No. 4202.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.233.
Nearest Cross Street: HENRY STREET.
BEGINNING at a point in the northerly Line of
Westfield Avenue (80 feet wide), said point being
distant 542.93 feet easterly from the intersection
of the northerly line of Westfield Avenue and the
northeasterly line of Henry Street (66 feet wide)
and running; thence
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty: $2,503.67.
TOTAL AS OF September 11, 2019: $2,503.67.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Sixty-Six Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-One and 64/100***
$466,291.64 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 10/10, 10/17, 10/24
& 10/31/19
Fee: $181.56

Jersey. Often, victims of these heinous
crimes suffer in silence. When law enforcement, service providers, and community leaders join together to publicly
discuss prevention of elder abuse crimes,
we break that silence,” Ms. Ruotolo said.
“This program is designed to provide
inspirational and interactive dialogue to
identify issues, strategies, and resources
to protect our senior citizens from the
debilitating results of elder abuse, which
can range from financial loss to physical
and emotional injury, pain, anguish, and
even death,” Ms. Hamilton added.
Elder abuse can present in the form of
physical, emotional, psychological, and/
or sexual abuse, and it can also feature
patterns of exploitation, neglect, confinement, and/or abandonment, according to
the National Council on Aging, which
reports that while one in 10 American
adults age 60 or over have experienced
such abuse, it is estimated that only one in
every 14 cases is actually reported to
authorities. Perpetrators can include children, other family members, and spouses,
as well as staff at nursing homes, assisted
living centers, and other facilities.
Light refreshments will be served at
the forum. Free parking is available, and
the facility is wheelchair-accessible. Preregistration is requested, but not required;
register online at www.ucnj.org/uchrc,
or for more information, please call (908)
527-4621.
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003411
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-021380-18
Plaintiff: REVERSE MORTGAGE SOLUTIONS, INC.,
VS.
Defendant: JOSEPH RAGONESE, INDIVIDUALLY AND AS EXECUTOR OF THE ESTATE
OF LINDA M. RAGONESE A/K/A LINDA MARIE
RAGONESE A/K/A LINDA RAGONESE;
CONNIE RAGONESE; LINDA ATKINSON;
JEFFERY ATKINSON; CARL BENJAMIN
RAGONESE; MRS. RAGONESE SPOUSE OF
CARL BENJAMIN RAGONESE; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Sale Date: 11/13/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/08/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Eighty Thousand Seven Hundred Seven and 13/
100*** $380,707.13.
The property to be sold is located in the municipality of GARWOOD in the County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as 529-531 WILLOW AVENUE, GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 07027.
Tax LOT 7, 8 FKA 233 AND 234; BLOCK 305
FKA 8.
Dimensions of Lot: 30 feet wide by 100 feet
long.
Nearest Cross Street: West Street.
*SUBJECT TO ANY UNPAID TAXES, MUNICIPAL LIENS OR OTHER CHARGES, AND
ANY SUCH TAXES, CHARGES, LIENS, INSURANCE PREMIUMS OR OTHER ADVANCES MADE BY PLAINTIFF PRIOR TO THIS
SALE. ALL INTERESTED PARTIES ARE TO
CONDUCT AND RELY UPON THEIR OWN
INDEPENDENT INVESTIGATION TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER OR NOT ANY OUTSTANDING INTEREST REMAIN OF RECORD AND/
OR HAVE PRIORITY OVER THE LIEN BEING
FORECLOSED AND, IF SO THE CURRENT
AMOUNT DUE THEREON.
• 2018 Taxes: $1,109.36 BILLED; $568.12
OPEN PLUS PENALTY; $541.24 PAID.
• 2019 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2019 $277.34 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY.
• 2019 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2019 $277.34 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY.
• 2019 Qtr 3 Due: 08/01/2019 $289.44 OPEN
PLUS PENALTY; ESTIMATED TAX BILL.
• 2019 Qtr 4 Due: 11/01/2019 $289.43 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 1 Due: 02/01/2020 $283.39 OPEN
• 2020 Qtr 2 Due: 05/01/2020 $283.39 OPEN
• Water: PRIVATE.
• Sewer: Included with Taxes.
For sale information, please visit Auction, at
www.Auction.com or call (800) 280-2832.
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Ninety-Two
Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Seven and 99/
100*** $392,857.99 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
RAS CITRON LAW OFFICES
130 CLINTON ROAD
SUITE 202
FAIRFIELD NEW JERSEY 07004
(973) 575-0707
4 T - 10/17, 10/24, 10/31
& 11/07/19
Fee: $242.76
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Cranford Selects Members Of
Referendum Steering Comm.

Photo courtesy of Westfield Public Schools

HELPING OTHERS...Members of the Jefferson School Early Act Club, which is
sponsored by the Rotary Club of Westfield, kicked off the school year with several
service initiatives, creating posters for a Halloween Costume Drive held from
October 8-21. New and gently-used costumes, along with unopened costume
makeup, were accepted. Club members also worked on posters to be placed around
the school advertising Wednesday Lunches, a weekly initiative that began on
October 16 and asks the Jefferson School community to bring in an extra lunch on
Wednesdays to be donated to others in need.

Cranford DAR Receives
Multiple Awards
goals.
Additional National Society DAR
awards were “Constitution Week
Leadership Award for Chapter and
Community” and “DAR School Committee for Outstanding Service.”
The National DAR Public Relations and Media Committee presented
“Crane’s Ford, New Jersey, Second
Place for Print Media in the Eastern
Division,” which includes seven
states, Delaware, Maryland, Washington, D.C., New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and 13 units overseas.

CRANFORD — Crane’s Ford
Chapter Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) was honored to
receive multiple state and national
awards for 2018 community endeavors. At the 2019 New Jersey State
DAR Fall Meeting in Princeton,
former Chapter Regent Mary Leonard
accepted the awards for the chapter.
Crane’s Ford has been awarded a
citation “For Outstanding Accomplishments in Attaining National Society DAR Top Level (1) Achievement” by reaching all National DAR

CRANFORD – A Referendum
Exploration Steering Committee
has been formed to serve to inform, guide, and, ultimately, shape
a referendum, Superintendent of
Schools Scott Rubin, Ed.D., announced in a letter. The committee
will consider funding for proposed
enhancements including: full-day
kindergarten, increased educational support spaces, Cranford
High School science lab upgrades,
modernization of library/multimedia centers to support 21st-century
STEM programs, technology upgrades, enhanced performing arts
spaces, improved accessibility and
options, installation of air conditioning in gyms, cafeterias and performing arts spaces, electrical service upgrades (all schools except
for Walnut Avenue School, which
has already been upgraded), door
(interior) and window replacements, including hardware, repaving, masonry and concrete repairs.
The school district received approximately 160 responses from
interested community members.
“The overall quality and extensive
contributions to the community
represented across the information
provided was beyond impressive;
Cranford is truly a community that
cares. Needless to say, this also
made the selection of individual
participants extremely challenging.
In the end, participants were selected based on ensuring full representation of the community, geographically and ideologically, with
preference given to those who are
in leadership positions and those
actively involved in the commu-

nity,” Mr. Rubin stated.
The individuals who will make
up the Referendum Exploration
Steering Committee are: Christopher Acosta, Daniel Aschenbach,
Richard Belluscio, Peter Billows,
Christopher Chapman, Frederic
Faulkner, Lisa Ford, Patrick Giblin,
Christine Hoffman, Richard Hurley,
Jessica Kelly, Marcy Kielczynski,
Michael Klimko, Rita LaBrutto,
Matthew Lubin, Colleen McDonald,
Tracy McSweeney, Stacy Nick,
Patricia Pavlak, David Pringle,
Vicki Priscoe-Spurr, Amy Saccone,
Nicole Savino Mulcahy, Megan
Scanielo, Susan Shaw, Sharon
Steele, Lauren Whitmore, Andrea
Yurcision and Mark Zucker.
These individuals will join the
following at-large members who
will provide assistance and resources throughout the process:
Scott Rubin, superintendent; Brian
Heineman, assistant superintendent; Robert Carfagno, business
administrator; Kurt Petschow, Jr.,
Board of Education president, and
Lisa Carbone, Board of Education
vice-president. The committee also
will include student representation.
“Although the committee will
help steer the referendum process,
there will be additional opportunities for those individuals who volunteered, but unfortunately, were
not selected for the steering committee, as well as for the general
public to be involved in the process. Please also know that agendas and minutes of the meetings
will be released publicly so that
everyone can be a part of the process,” he said.

SAFETY FIRST...Firefighters visit the morning class at Christopher Academy.

Christopher Academy Students
Receive Visit from Local Firefighters
AREA — Firefighters from the
Scotch Plains and Westfield Fire Departments visited the Christopher
Academy Scotch Plains and Westfield
campuses to instruct the children on
fire safety in the home, at their school
and other public places. The children
were given the opportunity to ask
questions, to see up close a fire truck
and to learn the significance of the
different equipment on board. A
firefighter also donned his safety gear,

step by step, and demonstrated how
well protected they are when responding to a fire and also to encourage
confidence in the children should they
be involved in an emergency situation and encounter a firefighters in
uniform. Through such sharing, the
young students come to understand
the importance of such public helpers
in contributing to keeping the greater
community at large safe and well protected.

MSRHS Plans Science Day,
Musical All Shook Up
CLARK — Mother Seton Regional
High School (MSRHS), located at
One Valley Road, Clark, will hold a
Saturday Science/Engineering Day on
Saturday, November 2, from 8:30 to
11:30 a.m. Girls in grades 6 through 8
are invited to experiment in its labs.
Also, MSRHS will present its an-

nual musical, All Shook Up, on Friday, November 8, and Saturday, November 9, at 7:30 p.m., and Sunday,
November 10, at 3 p.m. Ticket prices
are: Adults, $10, and students/senior
citizens, $8.
For information, call (732) 3821952 or visit motherseton.org.

Lincoln School Youngsters
Visit Pumpkin Patch

BRAIN THIEF...Caroline, a fourth grader at Brookside Place Elementary School
(BPS) in Cranford, won the pumpkin carving contest at the BPS Fall Fest held
Sunday. She entitled the pumpkin “Brain Thief.” Students had a chance to vote for
their favorite pumpkin. She won a $50 gift card to Ambeli Greek Taverna in
Cranford. BPS Fall Fest is a fun-filled day with games and activities for the kids
to enjoy and also has a chili contest and a contest for the kids to win a variety of
gift cards.

WESTFIELD — It was a chilly
day at Westfield’s Lincoln School
playground, but all the preschoolers
and kindergartners were aglow with
warm smiles.
On October 11, Lincoln School
held its annual Pumpkin Patch event.
Amidst tall scarecrows and beautiful
mums, the children came from their
classrooms to a field transformed into
a pumpkin farm. There they were
greeted by eager parent volunteers
who first regaled them with the tale of
“Spookley the Square Pumpkin.”

Next, they continued to the game
area, where they participated in an
over-under hand-to-hand relay race
with pumpkins, earning spooky stickers for their teamwork.
However, the favorite moment of
the day was when each child was sent
into the “patch” to pick his or her very
own sugar pumpkin. Even after
school, parents and caregivers were
seen shopping for flowers, gourds
and cider donuts, all ready to enjoy
Fall’s arrival as they headed into the
weekend.

MERIT SCHOLARS…Sofia Santos, director of Student Services at Mount Saint
Mary Academy in Watchung, reported the names of three students who have been
named National Merit Commended Scholars. These students are being recognized
for the exceptional academic promise demonstrated by their outstanding performance on the PSAT. The names of the National Merit Commended Scholars are:
Alexa Mistichelli of Watchung, Christina Tillinghast of Watchung and Anna
Muller of New Providence.

THE 12TH ANNUAL
HALE SPEAKER SERIES
Made possible by grants from
The Anne and Lee Hale Fund and
The Thomas Glasser Foundation
Hosted by the Friends of the Westfield Memorial Library

“Architectural Gems in
Westfield-Part II”
Carol Tener
Westfield resident,
Realtor, and member of
the Westfield Historical
Society Board and Historic
Preservation Commission

Wednesday, November 6 7:00 pm
Westfield Memorial Library
Back by popular demand—come hear more about
the history of our homes and neighborhoods.
Open to the public. Pre-registration required.
Register online at www.wmlnj.org
or call 908.789.4090 ext. 0.
The Westfield Memorial Library
550 East Broad Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

PATCH FULL OF FUN...This youngster was among preschoolers and kindergartners at Lincoln School in Westfield who enjoyed Pumpkin Patch festivities on
October 11.

Sensory Trail to Be Closed
Nov. 12-15 For Maintenance
MOUNTAINSIDE – A section of
the Watchung Reservation Sensory
Trail will be closed from November
12 through 15 due to routine scheduled maintenance.
The Sensory Trail, which officially
opened in August 2018, is a 0.3-mile
ADA accessible loop with a central
gazebo. It is designed to provide
sensory stimulation and interaction

CONGRATULATIONS…Chris Teare, director of College Counseling at The
Wardlaw+Hartridge School in Edison, announced that five students have been
named Commended Students in the 2020 National Merit Scholarship Program.
They are, pictured from left, with Andrew Webster, Head of School, and Mr.
Teare: Ryan Brace of Scotch Plains, Sydney Johnson of Piscataway, Sahil Mulji
of Edison, Kenneth Shen of Edison and Kevin Vasquez of North Plainfield.
Although they will not continue in the 2020 competition for National Merit
Scholarship awards, Commended Students place among the top 50,000 scorers of
more than 1.5 million students who entered the 2020 competition by taking the
Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

while meeting the physical, social
and cognitive needs of different age
groups.
For more information, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road, Mountainside, and is a service of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Christopher Academy
THE MONTESSORI SCHOOL
Accredited by American Montessori Society

We Sell
Space
To Advertise,
Call the Spaceman
908-232-4407
sales@goleader.com

Please join us for our

Admissions Open Houses
November 5
6:30 p.m.
Westfield Campus
510 Hillcrest Avenue
908-233-7447

November 12
6:30 p.m.
Scotch Plains Campus
1390 Terrill Road
908-322-4652

Kindly RSVP to respective campus

www.christopheracademy.com

Photo courtesy of John Brzozowksi

ALL EASTERN CHOIR…Westfield High School juniors Zaria Katz and Aishik
Palit have been accepted into the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA)
All Eastern Choir. The two will perform with high school students from across the
eastern seaboard at a March conference in Rochester, N.Y., under the baton of Dr.
Edith Copley.
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Rocker Willie Nile to
Perform at the JCC

WHAT A WOOKIE...At the dog parade in Cranford Saturday, Victoria and her
dog Chewy dress up as Star Wars personalities.

Gomez’s Dynamite Model
Railway at Town Hall
WESTFIELD – Go see the model
train display at the Westfield Town
Hall Community Room, 425 East
Broad Street, before it leaves. The
display is up through October 27.
Take in the exhibits from both The
Model Railroad Club of Union
County and the Gersten family,
whose small-scale model railroad
layout was built to represent major
Westfield landmarks, past and
present. This immersive experience,
which also includes a display of historical memorabilia and a photo exhibit, is a can’t-miss event for train
lovers of all ages.
Tickets are available on the
AddamsFest
website,
addamsfest.com, on a first-come,
first-served basis, with a suggested
donation of $5. Space is limited, and

advance reservations are recommended. Tickets at the door will only
be made available as space permits.

‘Life of Charles
Addams’ Talk This Sat.
WESTFIELD -- AddamsFest continues with “The Life of Charles
Addams, by Addams Enthusiast Ron
MacCloskey” is scheduled for Saturday, October 26, at 11 a.m. A lifetime
fan of Addams, Mr. MacCloskey has
spent his life bringing the world of
Charles Addams to light, including
getting the Westfield childhood home
of Addams declared a historic landmark and founding the Westfield
Foundation’s Charles Addams Scholarship, which supports students majoring in art.

The Late Christopher Bean is
On Stage This Weekend
WESTFIELD - Westfield Community Players (WCP) production of the
comedy, The Late Christopher Bean
will have its final performances this
weekend It is being directed by Jeanne
Johnston and produced and stage managed by JoAnne Lemenille, WCP VP
of Productions.
The Late Christopher Bean is by
the acclaimed author of "They Know
What They Wanted" and "The Silver
Cord". This play opens some years
after the death of acclaimed artist
Christopher Bean with an excited
world in pursuit of his work and any
details they can gather about his life
and character. Yankee practicality
collides with New York's sophisticated Art World in this sly comedy.
All hell breaks loose when the celebrated painter's early works are
traced to the humble home of a country doctor. Both a biting satire on the

destructive power of greed and a
touching view of a family in turmoil,
this feisty comedy will have you cheering for the most unlikely heroines. Dr.
Haggett and his family of patrician
New Englanders own some of Bean's
canvases and become avaricious when
informed of their market value.
In the cast are WCP's veteran actors
John Correll as Dr. Haggett, John
Schweska as Tallant, Russell Ortiz as
Rosen, Tracey Lincoln as Abby. In the
cast are also several newcomers to
WCP. They include Kathy Quinn
Vacarri as Mrs. Haggett, Kristin
Gellner Keiser as Susan Haggett, Sarah-Elisabth Stein as Ada Haggett and
Robert Podolack as Warren Creamer.
The remaining production dates for
The Late Christopher Bean are October 25 and 26, at 8 p.m. Tickets are
available
online
at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

Fanwood Library Presents
The Music of Judy Garland
FANWOOD — Hear Francine
Evans and Joel Zelnik perform at the
Fanwood Memorial Library on Sunday, October 27, at 2 p.m. Their concert, Forever Judy, celebrates the 80th
anniversary of the film The Wizard of
Oz. Francine and Joel will take the
audience on a memorable, musical
journey highlighting songs from Judy
Garland’s concert years, music from
The Wizard of Oz and hits from the
Broadway musical The Wiz.
Mr. Zelnik has served as a
bandleader and jazz pianist for 40
years, has recorded four CDs, entertained five U.S. Presidents, and per-

formed with his wife Ms. Evans at
concert venues in New York, Atlantic City, Las Vegas, Japan and Greece.
Ms. Evans is a singer, pianist, guitarist, songwriter and theatrical producer. She has performed with her
big band in most major hotel ballrooms in New York City and has
appeared in cabaret clubs and folk
venues on both the east and west
coasts.
This program is sponsored by the
Friends of the Fanwood Library. Visit
the
library
website
at
www.fanwoodlibrary.org to reserve
a space for this event.

Hudson Shakespeare Co. Presents
Doctor Faustus at Cranford Lib.
CRANFORD — Just in time for
Halloween, the Hudson Shakespeare
Company presents Christopher
Marlowe’s chilling tragedy Doctor
Faustus, directed by Jon Ciccarelli.
The production, which will be performed in the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue,
on Wednesday, October 30, at 7 p.m., is
sponsored by the Friends of the Cranford
Public Library. Registration is not required for this free event.
In this classic dark play, Doctor Faustus
makes an offer that Mephistopheles, a
servant of the devil, can’t refuse: He will
sign away his soul in exchange for 24
years of life and Mephistopheles at his
beck and call. Faustus embarks on a
journey through time and space in search
of life’s meaning.
The Hudson Shakespeare Company
has presented over 100 productions
since 1992, including an annual
Shakespeare festival, modern theater
and educational programs. They are
known for producing many lesser-

known and lesser-performed works “in
order to expose audiences to all facets
of Elizabethan and Jacobean drama.”

Weavers Guild to Hold
Holiday Show and Sale
WESTFIELD — A show representing
the work of a collective of fiber artists
named the Westfield Weavers Guild,
will take place on Saturday November
2, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Springfield
Public Library located at 66 Mountain
Avenue, Springfield. The show and sale
represents a unique opportunity to
appreciate and understand weaving and
its related art forms. Weaving and
spinning demonstrations will be ongoing
as the artists are eager to share their
passion for weaving and to educate
visitors about the tools and techniques
of the fiber arts. As always, admission is
free. All items in the show are available
for purchase. For more information,
email contact@westfieldweavers.org or
call (908) 397-8130.

SCOTCH PLAINS – New York songwriters of the past thirty years”
City-based rocker Willie Nile and his said The New Yorker. No Depression
band will perform at the JCC of Cen- raved “Willie Nile’s artistic renaistral New Jersey in Scotch Plains on sance continues unabated.”
Saturday, November 2, at 8 p.m.
His 2016 album World War Willie
Singer/songwriter Brad Ray will open appeared on numerous year end topthe show.
10 lists. As American Songwriter said,
Advance tickets are $30 and can be “Nile cranks up the volume and tears
purchased at www.jccnj.org or by into these tunes with the same hunger,
calling (908) 889-8800, ext. 253. The passion and exuberance he displays
concert is part of the on-going Split in his legendary sweat-soaked shows.”
Level Concert SeWorld War Willie
ries, which highwas voted “Album
lights critically acOf The Year” by
claimed singerTwangville Magasongwriters in a
zine and the song
uniquely intimate
“Forever Wild”
setting.
was
named
The New York
“Coolest Song In
Times called Willie
The World” by
Nile “one of the
Little Steven’s Unmost gifted singerderground Garage.
songwriters to
In 2017, he reemerge from the
leased the critiNew York scene in
cally acclaimed alyears.” His album
bum Positively
Willie Nile
Streets Of New
Bob – Willie Nile
York was hailed as
Sings Bob Dylan.
“a platter for the ages” by UNCUT
Mr. Nile has toured across the U.S.
magazine. Rolling Stone listed The with the Who and has sung with Bruce
Innocent Ones LP as one of the “Top Springsteen & The E Street Band. As
Ten Best Under-The-Radar Albums the induction program from the Bufof 2011” and BBC Radio called it falo Music Hall of Fame says: “His
“THE rock ‘n’ roll album of the year.” live performances are legendary.” His
Bono, Bruce Springsteen, Pete 12th studio album Children of ParaTownshend, Lou Reed, Lucinda Wil- dise was released in the summer of
liams, and Little Steven are among 2018 to universal acclaim. He is curthose who have sung his praises. His rently bringing his dynamic live show
album, American Ride, won “Best and amazing rock and roll band to
Rock Album of the Year” at the Inde- enraptured audiences worldwide.
pendent Music Awards. It appeared
The JCC of Central New Jersey is
on over 100 year-end Top Ten lists for located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
2013 and Bono called it, “One of the Scotch Plains. The JCC of Central
great guides to unraveling the mys- New Jersey is a constituent agency of
tery that is the troubled beauty of the Jewish Federation of Greater
America.”
MetroWest NJ, United Way of Greater
In November 2014, he released an Union County and the Westfield
album of piano-based songs, If I Was United Fund. Financial assistance is
A River, to universal critical acclaim. available for membership and vari“One of the most brilliant singer- ous programs.

POPCORN
Pain & Glory
Regret & Joy
4 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

“No man is an island, entire of
itself; every man is a piece of the
continent,” said the poet, John Donne.
But Antonio Banderas’s Salvador
Mallo, the famed director whose poetic sensibilities are woven throughout Pedro Almodóvar’s expertly
crafted Pain & Glory, sure tries to
prove him wrong. In self-imposed
hiatus and exile from his storied career when we meet him, Señor Mallo
is an anxious confluence of nostalgia,
regret, uncertainty and just a little
glimmer of hope that might just be
our wishful thinking.
Born into more than humble roots
of which we are apprised in beautifully etched flashbacks as Salvador
painfully and painstakingly tries to
find meaning in his approaching
golden years, the biographical backand-forth is a finely executed, purposely enigmatic study of a life scrutinized. Maybe you don’t do it. But I
do...shyly admitted, mentally
chronicle my life as it fleets
along...think back, make connections
to the present and, through it all, try to
mine some purpose in the phenomenon that has placed us, alive and
thinking, on this orb our ancestors
named Earth. It’s a lot to mull, but
then what better subject is there to
study when you’re not otherwise trying to find a cure for cancer, attempting to extinguish poverty and suing
for world peace?
But while not to diminish the creativity you might employ in your own
introspection, with Pain & Glory Mr.
Almodóvar artistically unfurls why
he is the auteur and we are the audience. He takes the personal and, tossing it around in his creativity machine, presents the universal truths
that make us a piece of that continent
to which the English cleric Donne
alludes. There is a wrestling match
that takes place among our id, our ego
and whatever other parts of our inner
nature exact their affect as we work
through the process. The indulgence
is that there is destiny in us human
beings, spiritual or otherwise.
So this is highfalutin stuff...a necessary, anti-philistine offering that,
through the touching, simple biographical moments beneath the hoitytoity postulations, raises its fists to
the mendacious robber barons currently trying to wrest away all that
civilized people have achieved. Films
of this cerebral caliber are reminders.
We have worth, and aren’t about to
trade our humanitarian gains for the
fool’s gold that is implied in a so-

Don’t Get Fed a Line of Bull!

Subscribe for hyper-local
journalism that matters to you!
goleader.com/form/subscribe

called good economy that anomalously deprives way too many folks
from affordable health care, causes
some to work two jobs to survive and
each night sends an unconscionable
number of kids to bed hungry.
While Almodóvar’s latest tour de
force doesn’t directly address its altruistic reaction to those piggish parts
of our population who don’t care a
feather or a fig, a good part of its
aesthetic appeal, as in many other
forms of 24-carat art, is in the truthdivulging filigree. In one scene when
Salvador visits a sketchy neighborhood in Madrid to score drugs, the
director implies volumes of sociological perception. If I were a bit
smarter, I’d probably know what sort
of realism it is, or maybe even coin
my own term for it. But the fact is, the
protagonist’s Hesse-like journey
through his past and present is arguably a microcosm of our worldview,
or, to be a bit more precise if not
entirely pretentious, what the German thinkers call Weltanschauung.
Adding, even in its anguishing and
most confusing moments, to the bittersweet celebration of the life experience, is Mr. Almodóvar’s ceaselessly fascinating use of his filmic
palette. His deft sleight of hand in the
integration of visually arresting backdrops adds a complementing dimension that is a veritable party for the
eyes. Like a great ballplayer who
makes his peerless abilities seem easy
if not outright G-d-given, there is a
deceptive
simplicity
in
construction...an economy of genius
that allows him to fit all of his
narrative’s elements into a storytelling
package that is neither small nor large,
old or new.
Hence, mixing the art and science
of the medium with a catalytic dab of
the alchemy that is pure Almodóvar,
Pain & Glory deserves a place on
every cineaste’s dance card. And, for
students of the art who might hope to
make a buck at this game one day, the
technical expertise of the seamlessly
accomplished flashbacks is a
moviemaking lesson unto itself.
Getting the nod to play the object
of Pedro Almodóvar’s concern, affection and disdain, arguably as much
an honor as being singled out by
Hitchcock, Kubrick or Altman, Mr.
Banderas is superb as a modern-day
Job. Swirling around in the troubled
waters of what was and might be, he
is visibly haggard, but, despite more
than one frightening health scare and
a dabbling in drugs, he is thus far a
survivor, a mortal crash dummy with
a soul. All of which engages our imagination as we anxiously hope that, by
movie’s end, Salvador Mallo’s glory
will outweigh his pain.
Pain & Glory, rated R, is a Sony
Pictures Classics release directed by
Pedro Almodóvar and stars Antonio
Banderas, Penélope Cruz and Asier
Etxeandia. In Spanish with English
subtitles. Running time: 113 minutes.

Follow Us on Instagram
@westfieldleader

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

THEM BONES...Things are getting spooky in Cranford with this house on Alden
Street decorated with a variety of skeletons all with their own personalities.

Area Halloween Activities
Downtown Westfield Halloween
Festivities This Sunday
WESTFIELD — Halloween festivities in downtown will take place on
Sunday, October 27, from 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. at Foundation Park at The South
Avenue Train Station Parking Lot.
The Optimist Club’s Annual Halloween Parade will begin in Foundation Park at 2 p.m. accompanied by
music from the Westfield High
School marching band. The parade
is a great way for kids to show off
their costumes as they get in the
Halloween spirit!
Downtown Westfield Corporation’s

Halloween Parade
Returns to Fanwood
FANWOOD — The annual
Fanwood Halloween Parade and Costume Contest will begin on the front
lawn of the Fanwood Memorial Library at North and Forest Avenues on
Thursday, October 31. Children and
adults who want to join the parade
should assemble in front of the library
by 6 p.m. because at 6:15 p.m. the
parade will depart. Once the parade
arrives at La Grande Park, at approximately 6:30 p.m., the Costume Contest will begin for children of all ages.
Anyone who wants to enter a pumpkin in the Jack-o-Lantern Contest
should bring his or her carved creation to the park and fill out an entry
form by 6:30 p.m. Prizes will be
awarded for the best costumes and
the best jack-o-lanterns! Free cider,
donuts and coffee will be available to
all. This event is presented by the
Fanwood Recreation Commission.
There will be a collection bin for the
FoodStock Challenge on location.

Costume Contest, from 2:30 to 3p.m.,
will be giving out medals for children’s
costumes in multiple categories.
At Pugsley’s Trunk or Treat, from 2
to 3:30 p.m., kids will trick-or-treat
from the trunks of decorated cars,
bringing together everything kids love
about Halloween - whimsical and
spooky decorations, candy, music,
prizes and much more!
Please note, entry to the Trunk or
Treat is limited to children under 12
years of age and their families, and
candy will be distributed only while
supplies last. There will also be allergy-friendly treats available.

Scotch Plains to Host
Trick or Treat
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Township will host its annual Trunk or Treat
celebration on Saturday, October 26,
from 3 to 5 p.m. The event will feature
hayrides, a dog costume contest and of
course, lots of candy. To participate as
a “trunker,” vehicles must be registered via the Community Pass.

Halloween House Décor
Contest in Garwood
GARWOOD — Today is the final
day to register your home for the
Halloween House Décor Contest.
Houses will be judged in three categories: scariest, funniest and most
creative. To enter, please email the
house
address
to
garwoodcelebrations@garwood.org
no later than today October 24. Winners will be announced on Halloween, October 31.

Cranford Halloween Parade, Costume
Contest and Pumpkin Chunkin
CRANFORD - The Cranford Recreation and Parks Department and the
Cranford Jaycees will be hosting the
Brian Jenkins 19th Annual Halloween
Parade, Costume Contest, and “Pumpkin Chunkin” on Sunday, October 27.
The costume contest will begin at 1
p.m. in the parking lot at the Cranford
Community Center. Judging will begin at 1:30 p.m. Awards will be given
out for Best Costume in the following
age groups: ages 0-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9,
10-11, and 12-16. Other categories
include: adult/child team, group,
hand-pulled mini floats, and pets.
The parade will begin at 2 p.m.
starting at the Cranford Community
Center. The parade will make its way
towards Downtown Cranford via
Walnut Avenue, and end near the
Gazebo in Parking Lot #1, near the
Fire Department.
Immediately following the Parade,
the Pumpkin Chunkin will commence

when Cranford Fire Department officials will drop several pumpkins from
the fire truck ladder to make a big
splash on North Union Avenue.

Garwood Halloween
Parade, Contest
GARWOOD -- The Lions Club of
Garwood will be holding the Annual
Halloween Parade/Costume contest
Halloween Night. Participants are
asked to gather at Borough Hall with
the parade starting at 7 p.m. on October 31. The parade with proceed to
the Lincoln School where costumes
will be judged and prizes to be
awarded. The categories range from
newborns to adults and every participant in the costume contest gets a full
size candy bar and a dollar. Cash
prizes are given for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
place in each category.

Voting is Open for the ‘Haunt Your
House Contest’ in Westfield
WESTFIELD – Voting is now open
for The Haunt Your House Contest.
Residents have until October 26 at 10
p.m. to cast their vote for their favorite
Halloween house, and can vote for up
to four homes. Voters can only vote
once. Vote at addamsfest.com.
The homes that have entered the
contest are:
House No. 1, 236 Massachusetts
Street, House No. 2, 132 Boynton
Court, House No. 3, 124 Summit
Court, House No. 4, 8 S Wickom
Drive, House No. 5, 625 Norwood
Drive, House No. 6, 1088 Rahway
Avenue, House No. 7, 1201 Rahway
Avenue, House No. 8, 795 Knollwood

Terrace, House No. 9, 702
Shackamaxon Drive, House No. 10,
695 Dorian Road, House No. 11, 241
Hazel Avenue, House No. 12, 569
Edgar Road, House No. 13, 211 N
Scotch Plains Avenue, House No. 14,
440 Downer Street, House No. 16,
112 Greene Place, House No. 17, 206
Elizabeth Avenue, House No. 18, 205
E Dudley Avenue, House No. 19, 812
Lenape Trail, House No. 20, 431 Colonial Avenue, House No. 21, 158
Harrison Avenue, House No. 22, 229
Baker Avenue, House No. 23, 706
Castleman Drive, House No. 24, 221
Wells Street, House No. 25, 18 Carol
Road, House No. 26, 35 Carol Road.

Planning a Halloween party for the kids? Try this ’70s-inspired Addams
Family recipe to get your kids screaming with delight.
Grandma’s Grubby Gummies
Supplies:
1 Packet Strawberry Gelatin
3 Packets Unflavored Gelatin
1/3 Cup Cold Water

1/2 Cup Cream
15 Drops Green Food Coloring
Gummy worm mold

Directions:
Combine gelatin and cold water on stovetop. Bring to boil for 5-10
minutes, stirring constantly. Remove from heat. Add 15 drops of green food
coloring to ½ cup cream. Add cream to gelatin mixture. The green cream will
give the gummy worms a more realistic look. Add gelatin mixture to mold and
place in refrigerator to set. Once set, remove worms from mold and enjoy!
Find more Addams Family recipes, kid’s activities, coloring sheets,
intricate art to decorate the party, pumpkin carving stencils, a snap-along
video, and The Addams Family Mystery Mansion mobile game, at
www.addamsfamily.movie/activities.
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The Neverending Story Opens This
Weekend at Orange Ave. School

TAKE ME AWAY...The Neverending Story, produced by Orange Avenue School
(OAS), will take the stage this weekend at 7:30 p.m. on October 25 and 26 and at 2
p.m. on Sunday, October 27. Tickets may be purchased at the door for $9, or
reserved seating at oascnj.booktix.com. OAS is located at 901 Orange Avenue,
Cranford. Pictured, Danny Kennedy is playing the role of Bastian.
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD -- How does a director harness the energy of 70 preteens
and teens to present the fall play at
Orange Avenue School (OAS) in
Cranford? Director Rebecca Randazzo
said there is no “secret” in getting the
students to focus, channel that energy
and do what they are supposed to do in
the upcoming play, The Neverending
Story by Michael Ende.
“The kids are happy to be at rehearsals, they want to learn, they are enjoying what they are doing and are pretty
cooperative. Oh, sure, there are times
that I have to sit them down on the stage
and have ‘the talk’ to pull them back in,
but they love staying three days
afterschool per week to rehearse,” the
director said in a phone interview. In
her enthusiasm, Ms. Randazzo shared
that it’s, “Fun for me, too.”
“I’m impressed with these kids,” she
said. “I treat them like I would adults in
an adult show and they rise to the
challenge.” Ms. Randazzo, who is a
talent agent, youth division, by day, has
also directed multiple productions at
the Cranford Dramatic Club. This is her
seventh year producing/directing shows
at Orange Avenue School. Her own
children--two sons and her daughter—
all participated in the plays and musicals while they were in the Cranford

school system and are still involved
with theater, so she knows the benefits
of theater arts for all ages.
“Michael Ende’s fantasy novel, that
was made into a movie, is a little hard to
follow for the uninitiated,” Ms.
Randazzo said, so there will be a short
synopsis in the playbill.An overview of
the story: A motherless boy who has
been bullied by his classmates steals a

book that piques his interest and takes
him to another place in time. He hides
away in the attic to read it and discovers
the magical land of Fantastica, a place
of wonder ruled by the benevolent and
mysterious Empress. A great delegation comes to the Empress to seek her
help against a formless entity called,
“The Nothing.” The Empress is dying,
and the boy warrior is asked to find a
cure. The story has it all–escapism,
antidote for bullying, and an unlikely
hero.
Ms. Randazzo has added puppetry
and dancing to the piece to include
whimsy and add more cast members.
“There were so many enthusiastic kids
who came out for auditions, I needed to
find a spot for all of them,” she explained. Presently, she is constructing a
15-foot dragon that will involve handlers. It’s made primarily from recycled
materials. “My dining room table is
loaded with this creature,” she chuckled. “Friends have been saving their
packaging from ‘Hello Fresh’ containers for me for it.” To bring even more
actors to the stage, she’s added another
character--a gigantic turtle who is moved
onstage by 14 kids who “move as a big
clump.” It sounds reminiscent of the
recent Broadway staging of King Kong
where a dozen handlers moved the
beast’s arms and legs to bring it to life.

THE FANTASTICKS...Cranford High School Performing Arts Department will present the longest running musical The
Fantasticks on November 1 and 2 at 7:30 p.m. in the Cranford High School auditorium.

CHS to Present Hit Musical
The Fantasticks on Nov. 1 and 2
CRANFORD — Cranford High
School Performing Arts Department
will present the classic musical The
Fantasticks on Friday, November 1,
and Saturday, November 2, at 7:30
p.m. in the Cranford High School
(CHS) auditorium.
The Fantasticks is the world’s longest-running musical, playing off-

Broadway continuously from 1960
until 2015.
Tickets for CHS’s production are
available at chs.booktix.com for $15,
and will be available at the door.
Student rush tickets will also be available for $10 at the door for each
performance with a valid student ID.
The Cranford Public Schools Per-

mitted Items Policy will be in effect
for the two performances; large bags
and purses will not be allowed into
the auditorium.
An open dress rehearsal for senior
citizens will take place on Wednesday, October 30, at 7:30 p.m. Note
that there will be no performance on
Thursday, October 31.

Edison Intermediate to Present
Comedy Mystery Clue on Nov. 1, 2

DRAGON TRAINING...Students rehearse for The Neverending Story. Pictured are:
far left, Ryan Turnamian as Falkor, the luck dragon, with Vivienne Caccavale
(Ygramul), Connor Perez (Atreyu), Leah Rogers, Megan Bendert, Rebecca Handsman,
Ava Lanier, Izzy Aslin, Emily Coppola, Lindsey Mychalczuk and Valerie Lynn.

WESTFIELD – Edison Intermediate School (EIS) has announced its
fall play will be Clue. On a dark and
stormy night, six unique guests, plus
a butler, a maid, many servants and
uninvited crashers assemble for a dinner party at the home of Ms. Boddy.
When their host turns up deceased, it
is clear that no one is safe! Soon the
guests are racing to get a clue as to
who did it, with what, and in what
room before the others can guess.

9 1 0 Ba i l ey C ou rt - We st f i e l d

Based on the popular board game
and adapted from the cult classic film,
Clue is the comedy whodunit that will
keep the audience guessing (and laughing) to the very end. Assembling for the
fall drama are many talented students
both on stage and behind the scenes.
They include Cara Cogen, Nolan Daly,
Sigal Goldstein, Alexandra Haar,
Caroline Kobin, Rachel Klemm, Jacob
Spiewak, Madeline Von Boch, Ethan
Young and many more.

Clue will be presented on the evenings of Friday, November 1, and
Saturday, November 2, in the EIS
Auditorium at 7 p.m. Tickets are $8
pre-sale and $10 at the door. Ticket
sales begin on Monday, October 28,
after school in the EIS vestibule.
There will also be a special preview performance on Wednesday,
October 30, at 4 p.m. General admission tickets for that performance will
be sold at the door for only $5.

5 9 L o c u st Av e - fanwoo
od

LIVE PROMINENT
550 A rl i n g ton Avee - w e stff i e l d

200 North Avenue East | Westfield, New Jersey 07090 | Office 908.654.6666 | prominentproperties.com
Regional Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey

1 2 2 Hi l lcrest Ave - cranford

Living in New Jersey is a Genius DecisionTM
Each oﬃce is independently owned and operated
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RAIDER LYGHT, BLUE DEVIL ‘DOBO’ SCORE IN REGULATION.; WEINSTEIN HITS PK WINNER

Soccer Blue Devils Advance to UCT Finals Via Shootout
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

History was made the moment
junior Julia Weinstein slid her
penalty kick (PK) past Raider
senior goalkeeper Maya Kessler
to secure the third-seeded

Ballyhoo

Westfield High School girls soccer team advancement to the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
championship game to face topseeded Cranford at a place yet
to be determined (As of October
22). After a 1-1 , double overSee & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

To Advertise Your Business in this Online-Only section,
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

time tie, the Lady Blue Devils
sank their first four PK’s, while
second-seeded Scotch PlainsFanwood managed to get only
two inside the posts during the
UCT semifinal game at AL
Johnson High School in Clark on
October 21.
When it came to UCT championship appearances, the Raiders have been in every one since

l'ennemi du journaliste

2005 and shared or won the title
outright except for 2009 when
Taylor D’Antico sank a penalty
kick in the first half to earn
Cranford a 1-0 victory and the
title. The Blue Devils shared the
title in 2006, 2112 and 2017.
“We said our one goal was we
had to match their energy and
we did. We knew they were going to come out flying. The last
game they weren’t happy about
that tie. In the first half it was 00. I thought they definitely

outplayed us the first half. We
hung in there. We moved some
things around at halftime as they
did as well,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Alex Schmidt said.
During that climactic PK phase,
the Blue Devils selected Alyssa
Martinez, Riley Ciarletta, Sofia
Carayannopoulos and Weinstein
to go to the line with Faith
Dobosiewicz waiting in the wings
if necessary. Raider Corinne
Lyght went to the line first and
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Cholesterol
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Vision
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hit the left post then Martinez skid her
PK past Kessler into the low left side.
Raider Leah Klurman successfully lodged
her shot into the upper center then
Ciarletta sank hers into the low left.
When Blue Devil goalkeeper Erin Harris
stopped
Lizzy
Ley’s
PK,

Carayannoupoulos ripped her PK into
the upper right to give the Blue Devils a
3-1 advantage. Lily Camacho kept the
Raiders’ hopes alive when she buried
her PK into the upper left but Weinstein’s
shot sealed the deal.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

✓
✓
✓

When was the last time you
had your hearing checked?
Hearing loss affects 37 million Americans – expected to grow to
80 million in the next 10 years – and ranks as the 3rd most common
medical condition in America. Hearing loss can be detrimental to
everyday communication and your social life.

Have your hearing tested today.




Call for your appointment!
We
Westfield
Hearing Aid Center
940 South Ave W.


Westfield, NJ 07090
ZZZZHVWILHOGKHDULQJDLGFHQWHUFRP

Erich H. Golden, NJ Lic#727
E

Hearing instruments help many people hear better, but individual results may vary. Hearing Instruments help many people hear better,but cannot solve every hearing
problem or restore normal hearing. © 2010 Siemens Hearing Instruments, Inc. All rights reserved XX/XX. SHI/12509-11
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The pressure had to be intense, especially on the goalkeepers who have to
read their opponents’ minds.
“There’s so many ways, so many factors that go into it but at the end of the

day, you just got to pick a side and
guess. Hope that you pick the right
side,” explained Harris, who added, “It
was pretty nerve racking but we came
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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out here yesterday practicing in
the rain, so I felt pretty prepared. I had a feeling in my gut
that this game was going to go
our way.”

New Jersey

Ballyhoo

“We have a goalie coach who
works with her on these things.
We talk about when the kicker
runs up a certain way, they are
going to try to shoot this way.

PK’s! There’s no real pressure on
the goalkeeper. All you have to
do is you make one save, great.
She made a save. I actually think
she moved the right way every

Sports, Humor and Commentary

single kick,” Coach Schmidt
opined.
The Raiders did have the edge
in the first half but no one was
able to find the net. Very early in

Sponsor This Page!
Advertise Your Business in
This Online-Only Space
10.5 x 3.5 ($60.00 per Month)
Contact Jeff Gruman, Sales Manager
Phone: 908-232-4407
email: sales@goleader.com

the second half, Rachel Schoss
lofted a corner kick from the left
side into the box where Lyght
headed it in to give the Raiders
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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more photos next page
a 1-0 lead with 37.53 on the
clock.
Dobosiewicz was then brought
up from her center back position
to assist on the attack and it
worked when she launched a
booming left-footed kick from
30-yards out and it sailed over
the outstretched hands of Kessler
to knot the score with 12:34 left
in regulation.

“Maybe like 25 yards. I’m not
really sure. I saw the ball pop
out and we have been working
on shooting in practice, hitting it
with power, hitting it on frame
over the goalie. And that’s exactly what I did,” Dobosiewicz
described.
“After they scored, there was
no reason to have her back. We
pushed her up and we knew that

given the chance, she can drop a
bomb from 30 yards away. And
she did,” Coach Schmidt explained.
From that point until the overtime, the Blue Devils seized the
offensive but four minutes into
the first overtime a Raider push
forced Harris out of the goal,
Lyght got behind her and took a
shot just as Blue Devil defender
Julia Johnson-Milstein deflected
it to prevent the score.
“Julia! She did! She did! It was
a very huge one. She really saved
me there,” Harris expressed.
“She cleared it off the line.
Corinne is that fast and that
good. Sofia Carayannopoulos
was marking her most of the
game. If she’s up, Julia should
be back there covering. And she
did,” Coach Schmidt said.
Both teams continued nonstop
until it came time for the PK
phase.
“We new that we were big
underdogs, so it took a lot of
pressure off of us knowing that
they have won this county championship for so long. I think that
was a big motivator for us. We
wanted to knock them off. We

wanted the title for ourselves
this year,” Dobosiewicz said.
“We wanted to be the ones to
make the history for our program and for the county. And we
did that. It’s a great feeling but
we are looking forward to the
final now,” Harris said.
“After we scored and tied it up,
we had a lot of momentum. The
momentum shifted from our half
to their half. It was a really well-

played game on both sides. The
refs were fantastic. We always
said if anybody is going to knock
them off, we would love the
chance to do it. This gets us to
the county finals and now we are
going to play Cranford. And that
is no easy task either,” Coach
Schmidt said.
Westfield
Sc Pl-Fanwood

0
0

1
1

0
0

0 (4) 1
0 (2) 1
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Raiders Score 3 in 2nd
To Stun Cougars, 3-2
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Cougars Down JP Stevens Hawks, 41-0, on Senior Night
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Summit Burns Blue Devils in PKs at UCT Semifinals

Story on page 13
of The Westfield Leader
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Cougars Stop Oak Knoll
in UCT Semi, 2-1

Story on page 11
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Their Opposition to Forced Consolidation of Our Schools

It was good to see Council
candidates Mr. Bellomo and Mr.
Nicastro at the October 10th
meeting of the Mayor and Council. It shouldn’t be too much to
expect people who run for public
office to try to attend the meetings they would be contributing
to if elected. However, their statements during the public comment portion were puzzling. Both
said essentially the same thing,
in reference to a resolution the
Mayor and Council were considering to voice opposition to the
consolidation of school districts
that do not operate a high school
by the State, which has concerned many Garwood residents.
While they said they agreed in
their opposition to forced consolidation, they did not want the
Council to act. From Mr. Bellomo
we heard, “this Council, any
Council, anyone sitting on this
Council, should not make this
decision”. Mr. Nicastro stated, “it
should be decided amongst the
town and put to a vote whether
we go with Clark or whoever else
it may be”.
I have concerns about these

statements. First, it is absolutely
the job of our local elected officials to voice their opinions about
State mandates that would impact our town, like this resolution (which was passed 6-0 by
the bipartisan Council) did. Secondly, they implied the decision
should be made by a referendum. Unfortunately, the State
proposal is to force towns, which
means a local referendum could
not stop it from happening.
Our current Mayor and Council
reach out to the public in numerous ways from street corner conversations to formal town hall
meetings. I absolutely believe
they should give Garwood residents’ a voice to the State by way
of this resolution or any other.
The bipartisan Council did the
same last year when it spoke up
against the forced merger of small
towns, which shortly came off
the table of recommendations of
the State Senate President after
numerous small towns passed
similar resolutions.
The underlying disdain for the
Council in both the words and
tone of the Republican Council

Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE
As a resident of Garwood for
most of my life, I would like to
voice my support of Mary Ann
Kjetsaa, a candidate for the
Garwood Board of Education, who
brings a wealth of knowledge
and years of experience in the
field of education, as well as prior
BOE service that would certainly
make her an asset to the Board.
I have known Mary Ann for
many years and have always
valued her commitment to education; first as a teacher, then as
an administrator in a K-12 District for many years and also as a
Board of Education member. I
have witnessed her dedication to
providing a quality education to
all students while making choices
which consider the needs of
teachers, administrators and taxpayers as well. She knows that

the job of a Board Member is not
to run the school, but to see that
it is run well. She has proven her
ability to work well with others to
get the best results for all constituencies. Mary Ann is a dedicated individual who will work
tirelessly to be sure that Garwood
schools maximize taxpayer dollars to provide a quality education for the students thus ensuring a school system which will
maintain property values by being able to attract people to buy
homes in Garwood.
Please join me in Supporting
Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Board of
Education. Vote Column 5 on
November 5th!
Carolyn Warchol
Garwood

New Jersey
The Westfield Leader/Times

Vote for Stevens, Nicastro & Bellomo

vocal in criticizing the council’s
increased spending and lack of
concessions from property developers whose approximately
500 residential units he predicts
will bring gridlock to Garwood’s
streets.
The Democrat incumbents were
generally dismissive of their adversaries’ concerns. While conceding that the debt had in fact
increased 60% in three years, the
spending was necessary to prevent future expenditures. No candidate addressed why the purchase of a new fire truck had not
been funded by developers as
promised. In regards to seeking
damages from the faulty construction of the fieldhouse, litigation
was too risky. The return of New
Jersey Transit’s one seat ride to
Penn Station (off peak 5/wk) was
touted as a major victory. Finally,
Democrats took the dubious position that the 25% population increase would not have the feared
traffic consequences because the
newer younger residents don’t own
cars and will use public transportation. Councilmen Graham and
Lazarow elaborated on this, deVincent Kearney
scribing the future Garwood as a
Garwood
transit hub community filled with
millennials who drink good coffee.
Do Democrats really think
Garwood can be a transit hub
with commuters having to transfer through Newark on poorly
run NJ Transit, or riding a 90
minute bus through the tunnel?
I’m sure that Garwood could become more crowded and expensive, like Hoboken, but is that be
a positive development? Overall
Democrats and Republicans
agree on the major issues. Traffic will get worse and taxes will
have to go up to cover the debts.
The difference is the Democrats
want you to think that’s progress.
Kristan McAliney for The Westfield Leader On November 5th restore balHISTORIC FIGURES..The exterior of the Hetfield House is ance to the Garwood council with
adorned by many scarecrows representing figures in history. a vote for Stevens, Nicastro &
The scarecrows are created by Mountainside Fifth Grade Bellomo.
students from the Deerfield Elementary School. The house
was one of many through Union County that was open for
Thomas MacInnis
Four Centuries in A Weekend.
Garwood
candidates is very concerning.
They seem to be saying we should
have zero trust in our local government, when it is the closest
and most responsive form of
democracy we can experience in
America. Our local government
is comprised of regular people,
not career politicians, who are
doing the best they can to ensure
Garwood is the best it can be.
I wonder, is the only plan of the
Garwood Republican Party to hold
a referendum on every action
taken by our local government?
Are these gentlemen, if elected,
going to refuse to make decisions or cast votes about matters that come before the Council? After all, the only thing I have
heard during this year’s campaign from the GOP side are calls
for referendums.
We elect representatives to
make informed decisions on behalf of our community. The last
thing we need at any level are
elected officials who will refuse
to do the jobs they claim to
want.

Thursday’s debate between
incumbent Democrat council
members and the Republican
candidates offered two competing visions. Democrats steadfastly maintained that everything
was going well in Garwood and
defended the decisions of the 5/
6 Democrat controlled Borough
council. Republicans were sounding the alarm about the Town’s
increased debt, crowding and
traffic issues related to the three
major developments currently
underway. Both parties seemed
to agree that the future of
Garwood was one of a residential
bedroom community with an ancillary service industry, the
Democrats remaining positive
and upbeat about that future and
the Republicans raising serious
issues with the changes.
Victor Stevens was almost
emotional at times describing his
concern that rising property taxes
would find him unable to remain
in Garwood throughout his retirement. Joseph Nicastro was
generally skeptical about debt
issues and how the development
underway would alter the family
friendly atmosphere in Garwood.
Finally Bill Bellomo was the most
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These Democrats Do Not Represent
The Best Of Garwood
I have lived in Garwood for
over 14 years and I have seen
my share of characters that’s for
sure but this year I am taken
aback by what I reading and
hearing from the Democrats running for council. It started at the
end of last year’s election when I
saw something from the Democrats showing the Republican
candidates pictured with the word
“Losers” written in what looked
like blood across their picture.
What a shame that these people
now run our town and expect our
vote.
Since that day I knew we made
a big mistake, it wasn’t about
what was best for Garwood. Since
then our town has been flooding,
we have a rat epidemic, and
these Democrats are not offering
any solutions to what they
caused. They are just out there
doing more smearing, divisive
tactics to tear up our town. This

is not the Garwood I fell in love
with. These Democrats do not
represent the best of Garwood.
In speaking to the Republican
candidates, they offered solutions to our debt and problems
that have plagued our town since
the Democrats took over. Victor
Stevens, Bill Bellomo and Joe
Nicastro have presented themselves in a professional manner,
serious to take on the issues and
actually have a plan. We need to
come together as a town and
support these three men so we
can get past the juvenile smear
tactics. This is one election we
cannot afford to sit out, Garwood
deserves better. Please join me
in electing Republicans Victor
Stevens, Bill Bellomo and Joe
Nicastro
Bernie Segebade
Garwood

FIRE PREVENTION MONTH... As part of October Fire Prevention Month, the Westfield Area
YMCA full-day Kindergarten class recently took a walking trip from the Bauer Branch to the
Westfield Fire Department on North Avenue. A fireman showed the students the trucks,
equipment and the big map where all the calls come in. The fireman also showed them how
they slide down the pole when they get a call and how their gear needs to go on fast and in
a specific order.
www.goleader.com
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CIVIC SERVICE AWARDS… Fanwood Garden Club members
Mary Kelly, Millie Yarcheski, Eileen Morris and Suzanne Jacobs
are retiring after a collective 45 years of volunteer service.
Councilwoman Trisha Walsh, left, expressed gratitude to the
members who were each presented certificates Monday by
the borough council. Pictured, from left to right, are: Councilwoman Walsh, Ms. Kelly, Ms. Morris and Ms. Yarcheski.
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