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ONE DOLLAR

County to Support Closing
Schools on Election Days
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote tonight to support state legislation that
would close schools in New Jersey
during Primary and General Elections due to security concerns.
The Freeholders voted at their September 26 meeting to accept federal
Help America Vote Act (HAVA) grants
to improve Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance at Orange Avenue School in Cranford and
Frank K. Hehnly School in Clark.
The Cranford grant is for $5,374 and
the Clark grant is for $21,900.
Union County Board of Elections

Administrator Nicole DiRado last
week said the HAVA grants provide
funds for cybersecurity as well ADA
compliance.
She said the money will enable
Clark to install a concrete ramp with
hand rails at Hehnly School while
Cranford will use the money in install
modular ramps and curb cutouts at
the Orange Avenue School.
Ms. DiRado said the federal
government’s Department of Justice
has been visiting Union County and
other counties’ polling places, “to investigate the ADA compliance at polling places.”
“They continue to find deficiencies. A lot of them we can address

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader

A FUN EVENING...The Westfield United Fund Board of Trustees and friends
gathered on Saturday, October 5 for an Oktoberfest-style event and to give thanks
to their loyal donors. The event was held at the Westfield home of Carrie and Nico
Sumas. Pictured, from left to right, are: Darren and Kristie Mass, United Fund
Executive Director Deirdre Gelinne, Beth and Dan Saad.

Planning Bd. OK’s Private
Party Room for Xocolatz
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Xocolatz Restaurant and Grill was unanimously approved at Monday’s planning board
hearing to convert a 441-squarefoot portion of an existing basement into a private party room. The
restaurant has operated for over 17
years at the 235 Elmer Street location, stated Xocolatz owner Jamie
Chaves. He said the entertainment
space will be designed for intimatesetting events such as birthday parties.
The Westfield land use ordinance
requires 53 parking spaces, while
only 11 parking spaces were proposed in Xocolatz’s plan, the
applicant’s attorney, Stephen Hehl,
said. Mr. Chaves said Xocolatz is a
popular Westfield business, which
has community roots for almost two
decades. However, “the good old
days” when customers would line
up through the door to try the food
for the first time “are no longer.”

The restaurant remains frequented
by Westfield residents and non-residents alike, but often the patron
flow is varied, allowing for a varied
parking demand, Mr. Chaves said.
“It would be foolish to turn away
business,” said Mr. Chaves in response to whether the business
would limit the small room to evenings and weekends only.
Xocolatz employees “all take”
mass transportation when commuting to work, stated Mr. Chaves, suggesting the restaurant’s servers and
cooks would not have an impact on
parking demand.
Planning Board Chairman Robert Newell said the planning board,
after conducting further research
and observations, affirmed the business owner would not be mandated
to implement valet parking to address parking concerns.
However, Mr. Chaves said for a
busier gathering during a busy season, if necessary, the restaurant was
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader

UNDER CONSTRUCTION...Work to prepare for the construction of the temporary ice rink at Gumbert Park is underway. Basketball hoops are down. This will
be the second ice hockey season the Town of Westfield has entered into a six-month
agreement with an ice rink operator to build a temporary ice hockey rink at the park.

with temporary measures. But, of
course, they are only looking at deficiencies on Election Day, when really
the larger problem is access all year
round, not just two days a year,” Ms.
DiRado said. “We are doing what we
can with temporary measures in terms
of modular ramps at other polling
places, (and) mats if there are big
cracks in the sidewalks or parking
lots.”
Freeholder Chris Hudak said his
concern is that school districts are
putting an emphasis on new security
yet people are allowed into school
buildings to vote with no checks.
Ms. Dirado said the Board of Elections is “actively looking for other
locations to move (polling places)
out of schools.” She said already in
2019 it has have moved nine voting
districts out of four schools.
“You cannot ask for ID on Election
Day because people are voting. Anybody can walk into the schools. I
think it is a serious issue,” she said,
adding she “fully supports” bills in
the Legislature that would close
schools during Primary and General
Elections. The bills are Senate Bill
3846 and Assembly Bill 5716.
She said currently “pursuant to
(state) statute it’s up to the municipality and the school district as far as
what they want to do and how they
really need to do it.”
“My counterparts have been asking for this legislation for years,” Ms.
DiRado said. “It (closing schools on
election days) can be done. Elizabeth
did it. Elizabeth is the [largest] district in the county,” she said.
She said locating polling places in
school gyms helps as there is a single
access point “to and from the gym
only...so you don’t have to go down
the hallway.”
Freeholder Al Mirabella asked Ms.
DiRado how many school districts
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Courtesy of Robert Tarte

A DAY TO BE ITALIAN...Westfield held a Columbus Day ceremony on Sunday at the Westfield Train Station on Sunday
where Sam Della Fera, a former Westfield councilman, was honored as grand marshal. Pictured, from left to right, are: Rocco
Buonomo, president Westfield Italian American Club; Richard Esposito, president Greater Westfield UNICO; Westfield
Mayor Shelley Brindle; Grand Marshal Della Fera; Senator Tom Kean (R-21st, Westfield); Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
(R-21st, Summit); Assembly Republican Minority Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield); Robert J. Tarte, trustee,
UNICO Foundation Inc.; Robert DiBiase, chair, New Jersey Heritage Commission, and Anthony Bengivenga, district
governor, UNICO District X. The Columbus Day Ceremony took place on October 6, at the Westfield Train Station. Sam
Della Fera, former Westfield Councilman was honored as Grand Marshall.

Rec. Panel Discusses Storage
Space, State of Town Parks
By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission took steps last Wednesday night to approve the use of an
additional storage container for the
storage of lacrosse equipment at the
Houlihan/Sid Fay Fields for the
Westfield Lacrosse Club.
This comes in the wake of uncertainty surrounding what the parks
master plan will contain, specifically

Historic Pres. Element
Proposed For Master Plan
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The Historic Preservation Advisory Board is seeking
to add a Historic Preservation Element to the municipality’s master plan.
“Most towns have a historical element in the master plan and it would
be healthy for Cranford to have it as
well,” Sarah Oliver, a member of the
advisory board, said at the planning
board’s workshop session last
Wednesday.
The way in which the board has
drafted the element was so it could be
used as guidance by the planning and
the zoning boards and other township
boards and committees in making
decisions, rather than dictate how
property owners can develop a property considered historic in some way,
the advisory board members confirmed.
Historic Preservation Advisory
Board member Steve Saltzman said
there are properties listed in the Historic Preservation Element that are
already deemed historic, as well as
properties that could be potentially
deemed historic.
The planning board had inquired
about the roundhouse, a brick building where the Department of Public
Works operates and stores and services its fleet of vehicles, located on
North Avenue where Elizabeth Avenue intersects.
The Cranford roundhouse, dated
1913, originally serviced locomotives
and is one of only two said to be left
in New Jersey, according to Cranford
Radio.
Planning Board Chairperson
Kathleen Murray said to remove the
roundhouse off the list of historic
properties within the Historic Preservation Element.
The roundhouse had already been
listed as being historic by the State of

New Jersey, through a Phase 1 report,
which is an inventory-level report,
said Teresa Bulger, a member of the
advisory board.
There are some “issues” with the
building that the township would need
to address, Mayor Patrick Giblin said
of the roundhouse.
The planning board’s attorney,
Jonathan Drill, had some concerns
that by having the roundhouse on the
list of historic structures that it could
mean the township would have a
“moral obligation” to follow the historic guidelines regarding any updates or repairs the municipality may
need to do.
“The property is a key-contributing resource in the Central Railroad
of NJ Mainline Historic District, and
is individually eligible under Criterion C as a rare surviving example of
a once common railroad property
type,” according to the Historic Preservation Advisory Board Cranford
Historic Resources Survey, dated
November 2016.
According to the Historic Preservation office of New Jersey, Cranford
Township has the following properties on the New Jersey and National
Registers of Historic Places: Central
Railroad of New Jersey Main Line
Corridor Historic District, including
all associated features; Crane-Phillips
House; Cranford Masonic Lodge;
Droescher’s Mill; Lincoln Avenue/
High Street over Rahway River;
Droescher’s Mill Bridge; First Presbyterian Church; Entire Garden State
Parkway right-of-way; Garden State
Parkway Historic District; Lehigh
Valley Railroad Historic District;
North Cranford Historic District,
roughly bounded by Willow Street,
Springfield Avenue, Rahway River,
Central Avenue, Day Plaza, Orange
Avenue, Holly and West Holly Streets;

if the pending document will have a
solution for the lack of storage for
many sports teams across Westfield,
including the lacrosse club.
Gary Fox, chairman of the commission, emphasized the need to “set
some guidelines” when approving
future storage containers, with the
commission agreeing to draft policy
in connection to the usage and approval of storage containers.
Those containers, including 20-foot

and 40-foot units, are increasingly
being utilized across town and set in
parking lots to make up for a lack of
facilities capable of storing and protecting the equipment used by different recreational sports.
For residents involved in sports
like lacrosse, storage containers are
needed immediately in order to protect equipment from vandalism and
weather damage with the colder winCONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Letters -- “Red Meat, Multivitamins”
by Stephen L. DeFelice, M.D.,
Westfield; “Resident Endorses
Garwood Dems For Reelection” by
Laura Schilare, Garwood; “Transportation Taxes Are For Roads and
Bridges” by Patricia Quattrocchi,
Clark; “No More Excuses. It’s Time to
Fix NJ Transit” by Steve Sweeney.
Government -- “Union County
Freeholders Dedicate Charlotte
DeFilippo Park in Hillside.”
Community -- Westfield United
Fund Octoberfest.
Education -- EFG to Hold Scholarship Fundraiser with Wine Tasting;

Westfield Students’ Art on Display at
Addams Exhibit; “Guys Night of Singing” with GrooveBarbers at WHS;
Christina Sloan of Westfield Named
to Dean’s List At Providence College; WHS seniors achieve perfect
score on August 2019 SAT.
Sports -- Raider Gymnasts Capture
1st at Cougar Invitational; North
Hunterdon Lions Foil Raider
Gridders, 33-21; Westfield Blue Devils Trample Elizabeth Footballers, 3412; Cougar Footballers Ambush
Immaculata Spartans, 31-8; Cougars
Edge Blue Devils, 1-0, in Girls Soccer Clash.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

REMEMBERING ROBERT E. BREWSTER...The Brewster family was on
hand for the induction of Robert E. Brewster into the Westfield Hall of Fame. The
induction ceremony was held September 27 at Ferraro's Restaurant in Westfield.
Mr. Brewster, who passed away in 2010, founded and managed the Westfield
Basketball Clinic and served on the recreation commission for 10 years.
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Sparking the Mind
Tuesdays at the J from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Join us at the JCC for an opportunity to learn, discuss and be part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages.
Fact vs. Fiction in Historical Musicals – Sept/Oct • From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov • Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb
For information, contact Alison Rivlin at 908-889-8800 x260 or arivlin@jccnj.org.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800
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Health Bd. Continues Talk
On Vaping Products
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader

THE FARLEY FAMILY...The Farley Family gathers to accept the induction of
their family into the Westfield Hall mof Fame on September 27 at Ferraro's
Restaurant in Westfield. Katherine Farley was board chair of Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts and also served on the board of the New York Philharmonic.
Currently, she is senior managing director of Tishman Speyer. Thomas Farley, a
pediatrician, was New York City Health Commissioner.

Westfield Planning Board
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

prepared with a temporary valet
parking solution to assist business
patrons and surrounding businesses’
patrons.
Xocolatz is a Westfield business
serving residents for multiple generations, stated Mr. Chaves.
“We have seen young children come
into the business when we first opened.
Now they are older and still come in,”
Mr. Chaves said.
Mr. Chaves said the private party
room would allow the business to
serve a changing market, one where
customers prefer space where a private party can be held on special
occasions to celebrate birthdays or
other significant events amongst
friends and family.
“Terrific idea with the party room
concept. There is a market for it.
Much different than a closed-off restaurant section,” planning board member Ann Freedman said.
Ms. Freedman said a private room
with a casual setting is not as common
amongst Westfield eateries as one
may assume, making Mr. Chaves’ design a niche fit.
Mr. Chaves said Xocolatz customers have traveled from as far as Alaska,
including expanses within the United
States as far as California and Florida,
to try the restaurant’s food. Often the
far-away customers have traveled to

the area to visit family, choosing
Xocolatz as the first restaurant they
try, he added.
“Every customer is greeted with a
smile and a handshake. Each (customer) treated with courtesy,” Mr.
Chaves said.
The restaurant basement’s redesign
is set to help carry Xocolatz into a
new era while keeping Westfield businesses competitive, stated Mr.
Chaves.
“I want to keep my restaurant one
which people travel to Westfield to
try,” Mr. Chaves said.
A second applicant chose to review
the architectural design on the proposed mixed-use three-story office
space located at 440 North Avenue
East.
Planning board member Anastasia
Harrison said the board had reservations with the building’s architectural
layout, which was no longer representative to the existing board’s design standards. She said the architectural layout was similar to an architectural layout proposed nine years
earlier by the building’s owner.
“We will not let the planning board
design the building. However, the
board feedback is important and will
be considered by the applicant,” the
applicant’s attorney, Joseph Triarsi,
said.

Council to Hold Hearing
On Rt. 22 Property Rezoning
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – Neighborhood
residents are expected to attend the
township council’s public hearing next
month on an ordinance that will rezone
a piece of property on Route 22.
S&G Fuel 2650 LLC, which operates a gasoline station and service center at the wedge-shaped lot at 2650
Route 22 that is adjacent to Mountain
Avenue, is seeking the zoning change.
In July, the planning board endorsed
the zoning change from R-Residential
to B-Business. Board Chairman Joseph Doyle noted then that the property
has been designed an R2 zone “for a
long time” and said the type of business
that’s been there — a series of gas
stations over the years — has always
been a conditional use, meaning that an
proposed expansion of the property
would need to be approved by the planning board.
At the council’s conference meeting
last Wednesday, four residents living
near the property spoke in opposition
to the ordinance, with John Lama, a
Rolling Knolls Road homeowner,
noted that the site has been a gas
station for years and said he did not
understand why the zoning is being
changed. He recalled that in 2006, the
owners at the time had sought to expand and upgrade the property but
vocal protests from neighborhood residents led the zoning board of adjustment to deny the application.
Mike Michalisin, a former planning
board member, said he did not want the
rezoning to become “precedent setting” and also questioned the need for
any rezoning. A Roberts Lane resident
called the rezoning request “an end-run
around the community’s opposition”
13 years ago.

Mayor Alexander Smith said the
public will be welcome to attend and
speak at the Tuesday, November 12
public hearing on the ordinance.
In other business, at the council’s 45minute meeting, the governing body
awarded a contract not to exceed
$150,000 to Messercola Excavating
Inc. for loading and transporting leaves
during the fall leaf pick-up program.
The township’s annual audit showed
that municipal finances are “in very,
very good shape,” according to Township ManagerAlexander Mirabella. His
comments were echoed by Bill Swisher
from the Suplee Clooney firm that serves
as the township’s auditor. He said his
firm gave the township the highest rating available with no comments or recommendations for improving any aspect of the township’s financial statements.
At the start of the meeting, Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler read a proclamation declaring Sunday, October 13
as Metastatic Breast CancerAwareness
Day and the mayor read a separate
proclamation declaring October as
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

Cranford PB
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rahway River Parkway Historic District; Staten Island Railroad Historic
District; Sunny Acres Historic District; Union County Park System Historic District.
Shirley Gazsi, a trustee of the Cranford Historical Society, said during
public comment that Cranford is at a
“tipping point” in preservation of historical buildings and districts, and the
society she said “would like to work
with you on this.”

WESTFIELD – For several
months, the Westfield Regional
Health Department has been discussing the teen-vaping epidemic
that has been growing more and
more prominent amongst middleand high-school-age youth.
At Monday night’s Westfield
Board of Health meeting, Board
President Dr. Lawrence Budnick
said in recent weeks stories have
circulated relating how individuals
have been killed from chemicals
present within certain vaping liquids. The liquids believed to be
deadly are ones that have been associated with “black market” producers or which were adulterated,
stated Dr. Budnick.
The board of health will be considering a town ordinance enforcing vaping restrictions similar to
Morristown’s ordinance, he said.
The ordinance would place strict
age restrictions on vaping products,
allowing them to be purchased only
by customers age 21 years or older,
stated Westfield Regional Health
Department Director Megan
Avallone. The legal age to buy nicotine products in New Jersey is 21.
The sale of vaping nicotine products would be permitted in smokeshop settings or specified establishments dealing solely in the products, Ms. Avallone explained.
She said the prevailing philosophy is that establishments that market vaping-related products directly
to the public or that specialize in
such a market will be more vigilant
in enforcing age requirements. Ms.
Avallone said the Westfield Regional Health Department, in conjunction with the Westfield Police
Department, has fined businesses
that have sold to minors in “controlled purchases,” when an underage consumer is specifically sent
into a store to solicit an age-restricted tobacco product.
Amazon and other online distributors, working with federal and state
legislators, have started enforcing

stricter online delivery standards
for online vape product purchases,
Ms. Avallone said.
Ms. Avallone said all tobaccorelated products are beginning to be
required to receive a verified ageappropriate signer upon delivery.
She said proposed procedures tightening online purchase identity verification will reduce children receiving vaporizers or vaping products
secondhand.
In addition to addressing vaping,
the board of health will meet with
the owners of Fiamma Wood Fired
Pizza restaurant to discuss recent
health-code violations, stated Ms.
Avallone. Fiamma’s owners will be
present at November’s meeting for
an official board hearing, where a
fine could be implemented or temporary closure enforced, stated Ms.
Avallone.
The board is working alongside
the Mayor’s Wellness Committee
and will begin addressing the correlation between mental illness and
gun violence, stated Board of Health
member Elizabeth Talmont. She said
it is worth noting the role of guns in
correlated issues such as suicide
and domestic-abuse situations.
The health department has applied for state grants, which can
total up to $95,000, stated Ms.
Avallone. She said any grant amount
received by the health department
will be utilized in public-private
efforts to deter the spread of communicable diseases and to proliferate education on communicable diseases.
She said the funds could help provide treatment or resources to those
who otherwise could not afford such
treatments. The funds could allow
charitable organizations, government agencies and private organizations partnered with public organizations to prepare for future unforeseen communicable disease
outbreaks.
A grant amount has not yet been
awarded, stated Ms. Avallone. Updates will be provided at the November meeting.

All Six Garwood Candidates
To Appear at Oct. 17 Forum
GARWOOD – The six candidates
for seats on the Garwood Borough
Council are set to discuss the
municipality’s challenges and outline
their visions for its future on Thursday, October 17, at the eighth annual
Pointe Forum at the The Pointe condominium complex between Maple
and Chestnut Streets.
Garwood voters are invited to attend the session and are being encouraged to propose questions to be raised
there. The meeting will begin at 7:30
p.m. in the condominium clubhouse.
Questions may be sent to
PointeForum@gmail.com.
The Democratic candidates, all incumbents, are Jen Blumenstock, Marc
Lazarow and Russ Graham. The Republicans, all newcomers to elective
office, are Bill Bellomo, Joe Nicastro
and Victor Stevens.
Mr. Bellomo, an Army veteran and
the son of an Elizabeth fire captain,
has been a Garwood resident for six
years. He serves on the board of the
Garwood Little League and coaches
baseball and soccer. He is a professional in IT project management.
Ms. Blumenstock has served as
Department of Public Works (DPW)
commissioner, senior citizen liaison
and a finance committee member during her term on the council. She is a
member of the PTA, the Education
Foundation of Garwood and the Lions
Club, as well as the Union County
Commission on the Status of Women.
A Rutgers University graduate, she
also holds a teaching degree from
William Paterson University.
Mr. Graham, a member of the council for a year, leads its buildings and
grounds committee and serves on the
laws and licenses committee. A former
member of the Garwood Board of
Education, he is a graduate of Raritan
Valley Community College and a U.S.
Navy veteran. He recently retired after
working for 27 years in the HVAC
industry and is a substitute teacher at

Committed to You ... and Your Goals!
Whether Buying or Selling, I Will Help Bring Your
Real Estate Transaction to a Successful Conclusion!
Betty Lynch, ABR, SRES
Broker / Sales Associate
Immediate Reply Cell: 908-419-5141
Email: Bettylynch1935@gmail.com
www.BettyLynchRealtor.com

Westfield East Office
209 Central Avenue
(908) 233-5555
Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company.
©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

the Lincoln School.
Mr. Lazarow has been chairman of
the council’s finance and buildings and
grounds committees and a member of
its police and fire committees.Ateacher
at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield, he is a vice-president of the
Westfield Education Association. He is
also active in the Education Foundation
of Garwood. A graduate of the College
of New Jersey, he holds a master’s
degree from Kean University.
Mr. Nicastro, a Garwood resident
for five years, works at the Berkeley
Heights DPW. He is active in his local
church and volunteers in the veterans’
community.
Mr. Stevens has lived in Garwood
for more than 30 years. He has volunteered on the Garwood First Aid Squad
and led efforts to raise money for
children with special needs. He is an
officer of the Cranford Elks Club and
a former president of the Elks Motorcycle Club.
“We believe strongly that the voters
have a right to hear the facts before
election day,” said Christine Spear, the
president of The Pointe’s condominium board. “That’s why, every year
since 2012, we’ve opened our clubhouse for this important event. We
hope our Garwood neighbors will take
advantage of this opportunity.”
Light refreshments will be served
after the formal discussion. Parking is
available in the large lot behind the
commercial buildings on North Avenue between Maple and Chestnut
Streets. A stairway leads from the lot to
the clubhouse.

Arrest Made for
Burglary, Attempted
Theft of Vehicle
WESTFIELD – Westfield Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro has announced the arrest of Quinn
Mayweather, 21, of East Orange for
burglary and attempted theft of a
motor vehicle (both third-degree
crimes), which occurred on Tuesday,
October 1, at approximately 2:41 p.m.
Westfield Police responded to a report from the vehicle’s owner that, upon
approaching her parked vehicle on
Mountainview Terrace, Mayweather
was present inside of the car.
Mayweather was additionally
charged with criminal sexual contact
(a fourth-degree crime) for inappropriately grabbing the vehicle’s female
owner after she confronted him while
present in her vehicle. He was then
located by Mountainside Police walking on Mountain Avenue in the area of
Tanglewood Lane, where he was subsequently arrested by the Westfield
Police.
Mayweather was transported to the
Westfield Police Department, where
he was processed, served with a complaint-warrant, and committed to the
Union County jail in Elizabeth.
Mayweather will be subject to a first
appearance hearing in state Superior
Court within 48 hours to determine if
pre-trial release from custody or continued detention is appropriate.

LEADER IN SLOVAKIA...Irene and Chip Weiss of Cranford visit Irene’s
ancestral homeland, Bratislava, Slovakia, with their copy of The Westfield Leader.

Recreation Commission
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ter months approaching. With any
potential storage solutions in the master plan far off in the future, the storage containers have become the
commission’s and town’s short-term
remedy for storing sporting equipment.
Councilman Michael Dardia, who
represents the second ward and is
the town council’s representative on
the commission, commented on residents’ concerns regarding the slow
timetable in getting details surrounding the parks master plan.
Mr. Dardia pointed to a “priority
survey” done by a consultant firm,
which created a community survey
measuring what residents are looking for, whether it be bike paths, turf
fields or other recreational-related
additions that could find their way
into the master plan.
According to Mr. Dardia, the findings would be completed by Wednesday, October 23, with information
surrounding the study being shared
with the public in some form of which
Mr. Dardia did not specify.
“On October 23, when the subcommittee reconvenes, we will have
more answers,” Mr. Dardia said.
He did attempt to assuage concerns voiced by residents who want
to see new and upgraded fields reflecting a standard befitting
Westfield.
“We know there is a tremendous
need for accessibility and more
fields. Whether they are turf, lighted
or grass, we need the space for these
kids,” Mr. Dardia said.
Although
much
of
the
commission’s discussion revolved
around future planning and storage,
the night’s most pressing concerns
came from Sean Smith, a father with
multiple kids playing sports in
Westfield. His concerns revolved
around the basic state of and safety
of the fields.
“Walk your fields, walk Tamaques
right now. You can play basketball
on it because it’s concrete. There’s

no grass; it’s all weeds,” said Mr.
Smith. “It looks green for two weeks,
but for the rest of the year it’s mud
and dirt.”
He spoke about flag football and
the hundreds of participating kids,
two of whom, according to Mr. Smith,
sustained injuries and had to be carried off the field.
“One kid I know for a fact has a
concussion, and that’s not because
he hit heads with another child, but
because his head hit the ground,”
Mr. Smith said.
Mr. Smith said he would outline
further frustrations across the town,
such as a lack of bathrooms, and
rebuked the town for what he characterized as paying lip service to
more fields and greater accessibility, while the current fields suffer.
“We are very proud as citizens; we
have our children wearing uniforms
with a ‘W’ supposedly telling people
they’re from a town called
‘Bestfield,’” said Mr. Smith. “While
I know we want to increase field
space, you’re not even maintaining
the field space you have while you’re
going through this process.
The commission acknowledged
the poor state of the fields, commenting that members had walked
around the town’s fields and observed
the conditions. The commission
emphasized that maintenance of the
fields also falls under the responsibilities of the Department of Public
Works (DPW). While the commission reiterated that it was not deflecting responsibility for the poor
state of the fields, it is limited in
what it can do, but pledged to work
with the DPW and take action.
“Our immediate plan is to meet
with DPW (Director) Greg O’Neil
and walk the fields with Greg and
have him come up with an immediate plan to bring them [the fields] up
to a quality Westfield can be proud
of, and then a long-term plan to improve and maintain them,” Mr. Fox
said.

County Freeholders
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

close during elections to which she
responded that three towns will close
for the 2019 General Election and the
2020 Primary Election. They are
Elizabeth, Cranford and Hillside.
“Most (school districts) are open
[during] the Primary. Half are closed
for the General (Election). Some
have half days,” she responded. A
letter (see page 5) she sent to the
county’s state delegation shows that
11 school districts will be closed on
Election Day with another six closing early, but only the three districts
above will be closed for the June
Primary Election, with one district
closing early.
Ms. DiRado and the Board of Elections also supports Senate Bill 5726,
which would raise the pay for poll

workers to $300 per election. The
rate is currently $200. She said the
last increase was in 2001, when the
rate was $100. Poll workers report to
the polling locations at 5:15 a.m. and
stay until they close at 8 p.m.
In other business, the board considered resolutions at its agenda-setting meeting on October 3 for tonight’s
meeting, including concurring with
Westfield for installation of a solarpowered crosswalk system at the intersections of South Avenue at
Cacciola Place and West Broad Street
and Palsted Avenue, and to concur
with Cranford on its ordinance designating South Avenue East from the
Garden State Parkway to the Roselle
line as “parking prohibited at all
times.”

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader

CAMPAIGN KICKOFF...The Westfield United Fund Board of Trustees and
friends gathered on Saturday for an Oktoberfest-style event and to give thanks to
their loyal donors. The event was held at the Westfield home of Carrie and Nico
Sumas. Pictured, from left to right, are: John Dokko, Jed Kelly, Abigail Mulligan,
and Mijee Shin.

Serving the community since 1959
OUR 60th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 41-2019

USPS 485200
Periodical – Postage Paid at Rahway, N.J.

Thursday, October 10, 2019

(908) 232-4407
press@goleader.com

Published Every Thursday Since 1959

www.timesnj.com

ONE DOLLAR

County to Support Closing of
Schools on Election Days
By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Freeholders are expected to vote tonight to support state legislation that
would close schools in New Jersey
during Primary and General Elections due to security concerns.
The Freeholders voted at their September 26 meeting to accept federal
Help America Vote Act (HAVA) grants
to improve Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance at Orange Avenue School in Cranford and
Frank K. Hehnly School in Clark.
The Cranford grant is for $5,374 and
the Clark grant is for $21,900.
Union County Board of Elections

Administrator Nicole DiRado last
week said the HAVA grants provide
funds for cybersecurity as well ADA
compliance.
She said the money will enable
Clark to install a concrete ramp with
hand rails at Hehnly School while
Cranford will use the money in install
modular ramps and curb cutouts at
the Orange Avenue School.
Ms. DiRado said the federal
government’s Department of Justice
has been visiting Union County and
other counties’ polling places, “to investigate the ADA compliance at polling places.”
“They continue to find deficiencies. A lot of them we can address

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BREAST CANCER AWARENESS...The Scotch Plains community participates
in the Rose Checchio Breast Cancer Walk to Wipe Out Breast Cancer in memory
of the late Councilwoman on Saturday morning. Money was raised for cancer
research through Play for P.I.N.K. Proceeds from the race will go towards the
Breast Cancer Research Foundation.

Zoning Board Approves
Vestibule, Swimming Pool
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The zoning
board of adjustment, at one of its
quickest meetings in years, approved two applications last week
while putting off a third until its
November meeting.
Robert and Nancy Martinson were
given unanimous approval to construct a small vestibule/mudroom
and open porch to their home at 343
Rolling Knolls Road. Presently, one
enters the home through the front
door directly into the living room,
explained Mr. Martinson at the
board’s October 3 meeting, leaving
no place to remove wet clothes or
muddy footwear before proceeding
through the house.
The board also approved an application by Andriy and Victoria
Pastushenko to construct an aboveground pool in the rear yard of their
home at 2005 Mountain Avenue,
although board members were curi-

ous as to why a hearing was even
needed.
“Why are we hearing a case about
an above-ground pool?” asked
Board Chairman Ken Anderson. The
pool would slightly increase the
property’s lot coverage above the
50 percent maximum and the building coverage just above the 30 percent threshold, but Mr. Anderson
wasn’t certain that a pool — and an
above-ground one at that — should
figure into those calculations.
Board member Rich Duthie asked
whether a pool is considered a building and Board Attorney Vince
Loughlin replied affirmatively.
Board member Anthony Flagg asked
if an above-ground pool is considered to be a permanent structure
and Mr. Loughlin again said yes,
comparing a pool to a back yard
shed.
After Mr. Anderson bemusedly
asked his board colleagues, “Any
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BIKE AUCTION...A potential bidder looks over one of the many bikes available
at Saturday’s Scotch Plains Police Department bike auction at the Scotch Plains
Municipal Building. Mayor Al Smith served as auctioneer.

with temporary measures. But, of
course, they are only looking at deficiencies on Election Day, when really
the larger problem is access all year
round, not just two days a year,” Ms.
DiRado said. “We are doing what we
can with temporary measures in terms
of modular ramps at other polling
places, (and) mats if there are big
cracks in the sidewalks or parking
lots.”
Freeholder Chris Hudak said his
concern is that school districts are
putting an emphasis on new security
yet people are allowed into school
buildings to vote with no checks.
Ms. Dirado said the Board of Elections is “actively looking for other
locations to move (polling places)
out of schools.” She said already in
2019 it has have moved nine voting
districts out of four schools.
“You cannot ask for ID on Election
Day because people are voting. Anybody can walk into the schools. I
think it is a serious issue,” she said,
adding she “fully supports” bills in
the Legislature that would close
schools during Primary and General
Elections. The bills are Senate Bill
3846 and Assembly Bill 5716.
She said currently “pursuant to
(state) statute it’s up to the municipality and the school district as far as
what they want to do and how they
really need to do it.”
“My counterparts have been asking for this legislation for years,” Ms.
DiRado said. “It (closing schools on
election days) can be done. Elizabeth
did it. Elizabeth is the [largest] district in the county,” she said.
She said locating polling places in
school gyms helps as there is a single
access point “to and from the gym
only...so you don’t have to go down
the hallway.”
Freeholder Al Mirabella asked Ms.
DiRado how many school districts
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

THE GREAT PUMPKIN PATCH SETUP...Volunteers from the Rotary Club, Boy Scout Troop 33 and Friends of Frazee
House gathered at the historic Fanwood-Scotch Plains restoration project to set up for the big Pumpkin Patch event scheduled
from October 5 through October 31. All proceeds benefit the Frazee House restoration project.

Council to Hold Hearing
On Rt. 22 Property Rezoning
By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Neighborhood residents are expected to attend the township council’s public
hearing next month on an ordinance
that will rezone a piece of property
on Route 22.
S&G Fuel 2650 LLC, which operates a gasoline station and service
center at the wedge-shaped lot at
2650 Route 22 that is adjacent to
Mountain Avenue, is seeking the
zoning change. In July, the planning

Rec. Commission Discusses
Trunk or Treat, Pickleball
By JESSE WINTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The recreation commission met Monday night
with an eye towards communitywide activities such as the upcoming Trunk or Treat event, along with
news of increased participation in
pickleball and the township’s street
hockey league.
The recreation story in Scotch
Plains and beyond revolves around
the pickleball phenomenon.
Pickleball, “the fastest growing
sport you’ve never heard,” according to NBC News Diet and Fitness,
is a mix of tennis, ping-pong and
badminton played on retrofitted tennis courts with badminton dimensions. The paddles, resembling pingpong paddles, are wielded by players who strike a wiffleball-like ball
past their opponents landing within
the designated lines. Pickleball is
played as doubles or singles and is
a fast-paced sport friendly to a wide
range of age groups. And, unlike
tennis, pickleball does not require
the resources, specifically the
money spent on lessons and large
amount of time invested in learning
form before getting out there and
having fun, while competitively
participating in matches. Pickleball
has become extremely popular
across the country and Union
County, including Westfield, a community that has embraced the
pickleball craze.
Scotch Plains is no exception.
According to Recreation Director
DJ Salvante, pickleball participation at Brookeside Park experienced
a “200-percent” participation this
past Saturday with a wait list of
eager participants. Pickleball runs
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays
at Brookeside Park from 9 a.m. to

noon. No experience is necessary,
and there are pickleball ambassadors available to assist new players,
who are advised to bring their own
equipment. Pickleball will continue
to run through Saturday, November
2, with a later start time being considered to allow for a warming of
the courts.
In other news, during his recreation department report, Mr.
Salvante announced that the street
hockey league would conclude this
weekend. The department is happy
with the way the league has turned
out. The league sold out and had a
12-person waiting list, which it was
unable to fill. Mr. Salvante also
sees street hockey as a bridge for
Scotch Plains’ youth to transition
from street hockey to actual ice
hockey.
“There was a lot of demand for
the league. We’re looking at ways
we can build a bridge and get kids
on the ice who are interested,” Mr.
Salvante said.
Girls’ middle-school basketball
might get a fall season after a discussion with the Police Athletic
League (PAL). Mr. Salvante announced the intention to establish
and support a middle-school girls’
traveling basketball team for the
fall preseason. Mr. Salvante estimates the team to be established in
November with tryouts. The team
would play before the winter season begins and function as a preparation for the regular recreation season and offer a higher level of play
for those middle-school kids committed to competitive basketball.
“I think it’s an awesome thing to
offer another girls’ program, especially at the middle-school level.
All the support we can give to

board endorsed the zoning change
from R-Residential to B-Business.
Board Chairman Joseph Doyle
noted then that the property has
been designed an R2 zone “for a
long time” and said the type of business that’s been there — a series of
gas stations over the years — has
always been a conditional use,
meaning that an proposed expansion of the property would need to
be approved by the planning board.
At the council’s conference meeting last Wednesday, four residents

living near the property spoke in
opposition to the ordinance, with
John Lama, a Rolling Knolls Road
homeowner, noted that the site has
been a gas station for years and said
he did not understand why the zoning is being changed. He recalled
that in 2006, the owners at the time
had sought to expand and upgrade
the property but vocal protests from
neighborhood residents led the zoning board of adjustment to deny the
application.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Online-Only Bonus at goleader.com
Index
Letters -- “Red Meat, Multivitamins”
by Stephen L. DeFelice, M.D.,
Westfield; “Resident Endorses
Garwood Dems For Reelection” by
Laura Schilare, Garwood; “Transportation Taxes Are For Roads and
Bridges” by Patricia Quattrocchi,
Clark; “No More Excuses. It’s Time to
Fix NJ Transit” by Steve Sweeney.
Government -- “Union County
Freeholders Dedicate Charlotte
DeFilippo Park in Hillside.”
Community -- Westfield United
Fund Octoberfest.
Education -- EFG to Hold Scholarship Fundraiser with Wine Tasting;

Westfield Students’ Art on Display at
Addams Exhibit; “Guys Night of Singing” with GrooveBarbers at WHS;
Christina Sloan of Westfield Named
to Dean’s List At Providence College; WHS seniors achieve perfect
score on August 2019 SAT.
Sports -- Raider Gymnasts Capture
1st at Cougar Invitational; North
Hunterdon Lions Foil Raider
Gridders, 33-21; Westfield Blue Devils Trample Elizabeth Footballers, 3412; Cougar Footballers Ambush
Immaculata Spartans, 31-8; Cougars
Edge Blue Devils, 1-0, in Girls Soccer Clash.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

PACKED WITH FUN FOR EVERYONE...Cub Scout Pack 34 hosted a booth at the
Scotch Plains Day Fall Family Festival on Sunday in the downtown district on Park
Avenue. The troop raised money by selling popcorn to those who attended the street
fair. Scotch Plains Day is fun for all ages, from kids to adults, and included
everything from food trucks and inflatables to family entertainment and more!
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Sparking the Mind
Tuesdays at the J from 11:15 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.
Join us at the JCC for an opportunity to learn, discuss and be part of a stimulating community. For adults of all ages.
Fact vs. Fiction in Historical Musicals – Sept/Oct • From Bach to Sinatra – Oct/Nov • Great Museum Exhibits – Jan/Feb
For information, contact Alison Rivlin at 908-889-8800 x260 or arivlin@jccnj.org.

1391 Martine Ave
Scotch Plains
www.jccnj.org
908-889-8800
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GOP Cand. Questions Online
Post on Fanwood PD Page
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

STAYING HEALTHY...Saturday's annual health and wellness fair in Scotch
Plains offered flu shots, car seat checks, screenings and other health information.

Health Bd. Continues Talk
On Vaping Products
By MICHAEL BONACCORSO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – For several
months, the Westfield Regional
Health Department has been discussing the teen-vaping epidemic
that has been growing more and
more prominent amongst middleand high-school-age youth.
At Monday night’s Westfield
Board of Health meeting, Board
President Dr. Lawrence Budnick
said in recent weeks stories have
circulated relating how individuals
have been killed from chemicals
present within certain vaping liquids. The liquids believed to be
deadly are ones that have been associated with “black market” producers or which were adulterated,
stated Dr. Budnick.
The board of health will be considering a town ordinance enforcing vaping restrictions similar to
Morristown’s ordinance, he said.
The ordinance would place strict
age restrictions on vaping products,
allowing them to be purchased only
by customers age 21 years or older,
stated Westfield Regional Health
Department Director Megan
Avallone. The legal age to buy nicotine products in New Jersey is 21.
The sale of vaping nicotine products would be permitted in smokeshop settings or specified establishments dealing solely in the products, Ms. Avallone explained.
She said the prevailing philosophy is that establishments that market vaping-related products directly
to the public or that specialize in
such a market will be more vigilant
in enforcing age requirements. Ms.
Avallone said the Westfield Regional Health Department, in conjunction with the Westfield Police
Department, has fined businesses
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that have sold to minors in “controlled purchases,” when an underage consumer is specifically sent
into a store to solicit an age-restricted tobacco product.
Amazon and other online distributors, working with federal and state
legislators, have started enforcing
stricter online delivery standards
for online vape product purchases,
Ms. Avallone said.
Ms. Avallone said all tobaccorelated products are beginning to be
required to receive a verified ageappropriate signer upon delivery.
She said proposed procedures tightening online purchase identity verification will reduce children receiving vaporizers or vaping products
secondhand.
In addition to addressing vaping,
the board of health will meet with
the owners of Fiamma Wood Fired
Pizza restaurant to discuss recent
health-code violations, stated Ms.
Avallone. Fiamma’s owners will be
present at November’s meeting for
an official board hearing, where a
fine could be implemented or temporary closure enforced, stated Ms.
Avallone.
The board is working alongside
the Mayor’s Wellness Committee
and will begin addressing the correlation between mental illness and
gun violence, stated Board of Health
member Elizabeth Talmont. She said
it is worth noting the role of guns in
correlated issues such as suicide
and domestic-abuse situations.
The health department has applied
for state grants, which can total up to
$95,000, stated Ms. Avallone. She
said any grant amount received by the
health department will be utilized in
public-private efforts to deter the
spread of communicable diseases and
to proliferate education on communicable diseases.
She said the funds could help provide treatment or resources to those
who otherwise could not afford such
treatments. The funds could allow
charitable organizations, government agencies and private organizations partnered with public organizations to prepare for future unforeseen communicable disease
outbreaks.
A grant amount has not yet been
awarded, stated Ms. Avallone. Updates will be provided at the November meeting.

Ken Zierler for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ANYTHING BUT PLAIN...The Township of Scotch Plains hosted its annual
Scotch Plains Day Fall Family Festival on Sunday in the downtown district on
Park Avenue. Scotch Plains Day is an event that is fun for all ages, from kids to
adults. The event included food trucks, inflatables, local organizations, family
entertainment and more.

FANWOOD – A few borough residents addressed the borough council at its October agenda-setting
meeting held Monday evening at
Borough Hall.
Resident Jay Morris, a Republican candidate for council, said he
was questioning the validity of a
post that had been placed on an
alleged “official borough police
page” questioning his age and his
lack of experience for the upcoming council election next month.
Council members discussed looking into such a post and questioned
where it could have come from.
Councilman Anthony Carter, who
is the public safety chairman on the
council and works closely with the
police department, vowed to discuss the matter immediately with
Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo.
It was noted that the post has
since been taken down, but Mr.
Morris had brought a hard copy of
the communication.
Addressing the council and audience and speaking on behalf of his
son, Gary Morris then stated that he
would invite anyone to take a few
minutes to speak with his son to see
for themselves the qualities he possesses to effectively serve the borough.
“I would love for people to meet
my son, and wish people would take
a minute to find out about my son.
He has accomplished a lot already
in his young life,” Mr. Morris said.
Jay Morris is 24 years old and has
lived in the borough for 22 years.
He attended McGinn Elementary
School, Terrill Middle School,
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, Union County College and
graduated from Rutgers Business
School in Newark with top honors.
He is a volunteer at the Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains and was
involved in the town’s soccer program for 10 years.
Also running for borough council
this year are Francine Glaser and
incumbents Katherine Mitchell and
Jeffrey Banks, all of whom are
Democrats, and Republican Brian
Walter. Councilman Tom Kranz is
not seeking reelection.
In other business, borough resident Michael Lewis addressed council members regarding moving the
school board election from November back to April so that people can
vote on the school budget instead of
it being automatically passed if it
falls within the 2-percent state
spending cap.
This has been an ongoing concern of Mr. Lewis, as he has addressed the borough and the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education several times.
Mayor Colleen Mahr told Mr.
Lewis and other members of the
audience that the governing body
had looked into what it would take
to move the election and that other

towns have done the same.
She noted that there were 14 districts in the state that had moved
their elections back to the April
election timeframe.
Discussions of pros and cons included an April election enabling
the public to vote on the budget and
a November election saving approximately $50,000 by eliminating the need for two elections. In
addition, it was brought up that there
is a school of thought that says more
voters turn out for the fall elections
and therefore having a November
election encourages a more successful election process.
Councilwoman Erin McElroyBarker stated that the next step is to
talk to Scotch Plains officials to
gauge their thoughts on the matter.
Councilman Carter suggested having an in-depth conversation at the
next Scotch Plains-Fanwood Shared
Services Committee meeting.
To conclude the meeting, council
members and the mayor shared the
news that Fanwood had won New
Jersey Monthly magazine’s title of
“Best Small Town in New Jersey.”
The next Fanwood council meeting is scheduled for Monday, October 21, at 7 p.m., at Fanwood Borough Hall, located at 75 North
Martine Avenue.

Arrest Made for
Burglary, Attempted
Theft of Vehicle
WESTFIELD – Westfield Police
Chief Christopher Battiloro has announced the arrest of Quinn
Mayweather, 21, of East Orange for
burglary and attempted theft of a
motor vehicle (both third-degree
crimes), which occurred on Tuesday, October 1, at approximately
2:41 p.m.
Westfield Police responded to a
report from the vehicle’s owner that,
upon approaching her parked vehicle on Mountainview Terrace,
Mayweather was present inside of
the car.
Mayweather was additionally
charged with criminal sexual contact (a fourth-degree crime) for inappropriately grabbing the vehicle’s
female owner after she confronted
him while present in her vehicle. He
was then located by Mountainside
Police walking on Mountain Avenue in the area of Tanglewood
Lane, where he was subsequently
arrested by the Westfield Police.
Mayweather was transported to
the Westfield Police Department,
where he was processed, served with
a complaint-warrant, and committed to the Union County jail in Elizabeth.
Mayweather will be subject to a
first appearance hearing in state Superior Court within 48 hours to determine if pre-trial release from custody or continued detention is appropriate.

Scotch Plains Council
Discuss Rt. 22 Rezoning
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mike Michalisin, a former planning board member, said he did not
want the rezoning to become “precedent setting” and also questioned
the need for any rezoning. A Roberts Lane resident called the rezoning request “an end-run around the
community’s opposition” 13 years
ago.
Mayor Alexander Smith said the
public will be welcome to attend
and speak at the Tuesday, November 12 public hearing on the ordinance.
In other business, at the council’s
45-minute meeting, the governing
body awarded a contract not to exceed $150,000 to Messercola Excavating Inc. for loading and transporting leaves during the fall leaf
pick-up program. The township’s
annual audit showed that municipal
finances are “in very, very good
shape,” according to Township
Manager Alexander Mirabella. His
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comments were echoed by Bill
Swisher from the Suplee Clooney
firm that serves as the township’s
auditor. He said his firm gave the
township the highest rating available with no comments or recommendations for improving any aspect of the township’s financial
statements.
At the start of the meeting, Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler read a
proclamation declaring Sunday, October 13 as Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day and the mayor
read a separate proclamation declaring October as Breast Cancer
Awareness Month.

LEADER IN SLOVAKIA...Irene and Chip Weiss of Cranford visit Irene’s
ancestral homeland, Bratislava, Slovakia, with their copy of The Westfield Leader.

County Supports Closing
Schools on Election Day
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

close during elections, to which she
responded that three towns will close
for the 2019 General Election and
the 2020 Primary Election. They are
Elizabeth, Cranford and Hillside.
“Most (school districts) are open
[during] the Primary. Half are closed
for the General (Election). Some
have half days,” she responded. A
letter (see page 5) she sent to the
county’s state delegation shows that
11 school districts will be closed on
Election Day with another six closing early, but only the three districts
above will be closed for the June
Primary Election, with one district
closing early.
Ms. DiRado and the Board of
Elections also supports Senate Bill
5726, which would raise the pay for
poll workers to $300 per election.

The rate is currently $200. She said
the last increase was in 2001, when
the rate was $100. Poll workers
report to the polling locations at
5:15 a.m. and stay until they close at
8 p.m.
In other business, the board considered resolutions at its agendasetting meeting on October 3 for
tonight’s meeting, including concurring with Westfield for installation of a solar-powered crosswalk
system at the intersections of South
Avenue at Cacciola Place and West
Broad Street and Palsted Avenue,
and to concur with Cranford on its
ordinance designating South Avenue
East from the Garden State Parkway to the Roselle line as “parking
prohibited at all times.”

Recreation Commission
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

middle-school athletes, since the
schools don’t provide it, will be
important for the high-school program,” Mr. Salvante said. A meeting will be held next week to finalize details.
In more recreation sports news,
registration for youth wrestling is
open through Friday, October 25,
with standard pricing. The third- to
eighth-grade basketball league began signups on October 8 for residents, with non-residents able to
sign up starting today, Thursday,
October 10.
In connection to community

events, the Trunk or Treat event
will be held on Saturday, October
26, from 3 to 5 p.m., on Park Avenue. This comes in the wake of
Scotch Plains Day held this past
Sunday.
“It’s a safe event for kids to come
and trick or treat right on Park Avenue,” said Mr. Salvante. “Trunk or
Treat is a great event; we had over
2,500 people last year.” The event
will also host a vehicle-decorating
competition with the spookiest vehicle deemed the winner. Registration is currently open for Trunk or
Treat.

Zoning
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

body see anything wrong with
this?,” the board ended the minutes-long hearing and approved the
swimming pool.
A third application scheduled for
last week — by Archana Parmar
and Chandra Sarkar to construct a
detached garage at their home at
1630 Raritan Road — was put off
until the board’s Thursday, November 7 meeting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

UNDER CONSTRUCTION...Work to prepare for the construction of the temporary ice rink at Gumbert Park is underway. Basketball hoops are down. This will
be the second ice hockey season in which the Town of Westfield has entered into a
six-month agreement with an ice rink operator to build a temporary ice hockey rink
at the park.
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

REMEMBERING ROSE CHECCHIO...Mayor Alexander Smith spoke at a
wine-and-cheese event last Friday at Scotch Hills Country Club to raise money for
a meditation garden in memory of Councilwoman Rose Checchio.
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Marc Lazarow for Garwood Council

Jen Blumenstock for Garwood Council
When I ran for council three years ago,
I vowed to “Bring Garwood Together.”
This was more than a campaign slogan,
but a promise. What better way to bring
Garwood’s residents together than
through town-wide community events —
opportunities where we can meet our
neighbors, build relationships, and give
back to our community?
Inspired by a similar event in Fanwood,
I helped as councilwoman to transform
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day from a “day
off” to a “day on” for Garwood where we
could strengthen our community through
MLK Day of Service events. Our MLK
Day of Service provided everyone, from
children to seniors, with volunteer opportunities to pay it forward to those in
need. We spent the day in the Garwood
Firehouse, creating valentines for our
veterans, safety kits for our seniors, and
sandwiches for the homeless. It was a day
that truly exemplified Garwood’s spirit
as a “Small Town with a Big Heart.”
One of the most fun events that I’ve
helped organize over my past three years
as councilwoman was our incredible
“Touch-a-Truck” event. On Sunday, April
7, 2019, Garwood’s kids spent the day
exploring, climbing and touching (and
also plenty of honking) the vehicles that
Garwood’s service departments use every day — from police cars to backhoes to
fire trucks. Families, neighbors, and the
hard working men and women who take
care of Garwood daily came together – all
while enjoying some cotton candy. With
the effort of dozens of volunteers, this
event cost the borough nothing and was
free to all – by all measures a success!
If you’re like me, I love the parks and
other community spaces in Garwood, and
so, as councilwoman, I’ve helped organize efforts to keep Garwood clean and
green. Through Garwood’s Green Team,
I’ve led the charge in cleanups, plantings,

and other beautification projects throughout the year to bring residents together
and to enhance our beautiful town. Plastic recycling challenges and Clean Communities Day also gave those interested
in furthering Garwood’s environmental
sustainability a chance to meet others
who have similar interests and goals.
In a day and age where we spend so
much time on phone screens, Garwood’s
community events are opportunities where
we can all come together and share an
experience. It’s how we’re keeping the
“small town” spirit alive today, and I’m
proud of the work that we’ve done on
council over the past three years to make
these events happen. I look forward to
keeping these going and launching even
more in the future to Bring Garwood
Together!
Jen Blumenstock
Garwood Councilwoman and
Candidate

Giblin Statement on
Affordable Housing
CRANFORD — Cranford Mayor
Patrick Giblin released the following
update regarding affordable housing.
“The court held another status conference with the Special Master this morning (June 2). The Township of Cranford
was represented by our township attorney and affordable housing attorney. Fair
Share Housing Corporation was present,
as well as a law firm representing Hartz
Mountain (750 Walnut Avenue).
“The judge extended our immunity for
a builders remedy lawsuit until December 2, 2019. There will be another status
conference on November 15.The Township of Cranford expects to settle on our
Mt. Laurel affordable-housing obligations
by the end of 2019.”

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION...Dr. Shukla and staff of Great Smiles General
Dentistry celebrated 3 years at Addams Tavern. We welcome New Patients and all
our patients to call our office at 908-232-6132 to schedule an appointment. Please
maximize your dental benefits before they are lost for the year.
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AWARDED...K9 Resorts Luxury Pet Hotel has won the first-ever IBPSA Pet
Care Business Excellence Award. Pictured, left to right, are: IBPSA Board
Member Jessica Finnegan, K9 Resorts Hamilton General Manager Richard
Schlatter, K9 Resorts Co-Founder & Co-CEO Steven E. Parker, K9 Resorts
Fanwood General Manager Gabby Ali, and K9 Resorts Franchise Operations
Manager Chris Nielsen.

K9 Resorts Honored With Top
International Franchised Pet Resort Award
International Boarding & Pet Services Association's
first-ever Ibbys award honors K9 Resorts for setting the
gold standard in pet care professionalism and success
FANWOOD — K9 Resorts Luxury
Pet Hotel has won the first-ever
IBPSA Pet Care Business Excellence
Award. The prestigious award,
nicknamed the Ibbys, was established
by the International Boarding & Pet
Services Association to honor
businesses raising the bar for
professionalism and success in the
pet care services industry.
“As the pet care industry continues
to explode and competition increases,
it's important to recognize those
professionals who are setting
themselves apart from the crowd,”
said Carmen Rustenbeck, IBPSA's
founder and CEO. “Pet owners should
have a gold standard to look to when
choosing a pet care provider and K9
Resorts is helping set that standard.”
K9 Resorts is the first recipient of
this award from IBPSA. With pet
professionals from around the world
in attendance, the award was
announced during a special evening
presentation at the Seventh Annual
IBPSA Pet Care Services Conference
& Trade Show on Oct. 1 at the
Renaissance Indian Wells Resort &
Spa in California. The 2019 award
recipients were determined based on
a nomination and independent
selection committee process.
“As we approach our 15th
anniversary, we are honored to
receive this prestigious award,” said
Steven Parker, co-CEO of K9
Resorts, who founded the company
with his brother Jason in 2005. “We've

FAIRVIEW CEMETERY

always believed that a world-class
dog resort needs to combine state-ofthe-art facilities with the very best
training and staff. That's what we've
done at K9 Resorts, and this award is
a testament to the hard work and
dedication of all our franchise owners
and staff.”
K9 Resorts, which has 10 resorts
in operation and 29 additional
locations in development, in ten
states, has been named the best pet
service in New Jersey by a number of
publications, including New Jersey
Monthly Magazine, Monmouth
Health & Life Magazine and
Suburban Essex.
“I've had the privilege of working
with Steven and Jason Parker since
they hosted their first grand opening,”
said Colleen Mahr, Mayor of
Fanwood, New Jersey. “They've been
leaders in community initiatives, and
they have been recognized for years
as New Jersey's top pet resort. Our
Fanwood family couldn't be more
proud of K9 for reaching the world
stage with this international
recognition.”
About K9 Resorts Luxury Pet
Hotel:
K9 Resorts Luxury Pet Hotel
(www.k9resorts.com) strives to offer
the best pet care experience for all
the dogs in its care and was honored
with the 2019 IBPSA Pet Care
Business Excellence Award. Founded
in 2005, each K9 Resort is customdesigned with hospital-grade
ventilation systems, antimicrobial
flooring, cage-free luxury boarding
and world-class, professionally
trained
staff
members.
Recommended by numerous pet
professionals and several major
publications, K9 Resorts is proud to
lead the way in the pet hospitality
industry.
About IBPSA:
The International Boarding & Pet
Services Association was established
to foster and support the pet care
services industry and its members
including the owners and managers
of the pet boarding and daycare
facilities, veterinarians, pet sitters,
dog walkers, dog trainers, and holistic
pet care providers. The association
provides education, certifications,
resources, products, information, and
legislative support to help its
members succeed. As part of its
commitment to education and the
business of pet care, IBPSA holds an
annual conference with speakers,
sessions, and exhibitors dedicated to
helping pet care professionals grow
their business, plan for the future,
and maintain personal balance. For
more information on IBPSA, visit
https://www.ibpsa.com.
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Dedicated to providing Beauty, Dignity & Peace
compassionate care Lots, Graves, Niches & Mausoleums.
and dignified service
Faithfully Serving the Public
Since 1868 on 105 Acres
for its Owners and the
Community for 150 Fairview Cemetery
years. Located in
& Arboretum
Westfield NJ, the Cem1100 East Broad Street
etery is in an area of
Westfield NJ 07090
natural beauty – roll(908) 232-0781
ing wooded hills surFairviewcemetery1.com
rounding a tree lined
Instagram at #Fairviewcemetery
pond, tastefully landComing Soon 2019
scaped and expertly
Pond View Mausoleum
maintained.

“A Lasting Memorial, A Fitting Tribute”

The most important responsibility
that I have as councilman comes at
budget time when I work with my fellow council members to prepare a financial plan that keeps our borough
running while also keeping taxes as
stable as possible for taxpayers. But, as
many can imagine, fiscal sustainability
is not always a simple feat, especially in
New Jersey.
That’s why I am especially proud to
have served on the council that created
the three lowest successive tax impacts in
the past two decades. In fact, in 2018 I
supported the budget with no increase for
Garwoods’ taxpayers, something rarely
accomplished in Union County today.
Then in 2019, even though our recycling
contract and RVSA fees increased substantially, as the chair of the Finance
Committee, I helped to create and pass
the second lowest increase in more than
15 years.
I believe that a municipal budget is
strongest when it can be diversified, and
so I have worked with my colleagues to
identify new revenue sources. For instance, we are utilizing redevelopment
funds and selling excess sewer flow rights
to offset the annual increases in insurance, pension, and other overhead costs.
We have also worked hard to secure
grants to make necessary purchases and
improvements to our town, such as the
renovation of Hartman Park — which
was paid for in part by grants that we
applied for and won for Garwood.
While each budget is for the following
fiscal year, we cannot lose sight of the

Mark LoGrippo for Westfield Council
A few years back on a visit to my
hometown on Long Island, I noticed for
the first time how many trees had disappeared since I’d left. As a result of ongoing development without measures for
protecting the town’s natural elements, a
neighborhood that had once been characterized by its tree-lined streets was now
seemingly bare.
I have worked hard to not let the same
happen to our Town of Westfield. Five
years ago, I was influential in revising the
existing tree preservation ordinance, helping to preserve hundreds of trees. Updates included preventing developers
from clear cutting trees before applying
for approval and requiring anyone who
intends to remove three or more trees
within a six-month period to submit an
application to the town’s Tree Preservation Commission.
This year our town council passed additional enhancements based on findings
from our Tree Preservation Committee:
Stiffer penalties and fines for noncompliance with tree protection ordinances;
Bonding of trees so that more careful
attention is paid to construction around
and protection for bonded trees;
Formula for replacing trees that are
taken down without town approval, with
tree replacement or funds collected towards the town tree fund.
As a result of these ordinances and

since the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy,
I’m proud to report that we’ve planted
more than 2,000 trees across town in
partnership with our DPW professionals.
This includes 21 new trees planted earlier
this year at Jefferson Elementary School
thanks to the support of Principal Dr.
Susie Hung, the Jefferson PTO, and the
Westfield Rotary Club.
2019 – 824 Trees Planted (as of October 1, 2019)
2018 – 304 Trees Planted
2017 – 786 Trees Planted
2016 – 422 Trees Planted
As your councilman and Tree Preservation liaison to the town council, I will
continue to work with the town’s existing
Green Team to seek grant funds for new
trees and other environmental improvements. It is imperative that we continue to
explore new ways to preserve the town’s
tree canopy for future generations.
As they say…the best time to plant a
tree was 20 years ago, the second best
time is today!
Want a tree? If you would like to be on
the tree planting list, please email me at
mlogrippo@westfieldnj.gov.
Let’s connect!
Email: mlogrippo@msn.com.
Mark LoGrippo, Ward 3 Councilman, Candidate
Westfield

Mark Parmelee for Town Council
Note: This candidate’s statement is a
being rerun because The Westfield
Leader accidently cut off the last three
paragraphs in last week’s issue.
As I’ve been knocking on doors
throughout Ward 2, almost everyone I
speak with asks about Downtown and the
plan to revitalize it.
The setbacks we’ve experienced are
rooted in decisions made and not made a
decade ago. By implementing the town’s
first community-driven Master Plan process, Mayor Shelley Brindle is helping
set Westfield on track for the future and
doing the work to get us ahead of the
curve.
The progress we’ve seen this past year
is indicative of her efforts:
New businesses have come in and are
thriving, like Farinolio, Warby Parker,
Boxwood Coffee, Acting Out, Innovasion
Taco, and Buddha Fish. Others like Spice
Bazaar, Midtown Authentic, and Fettle
& Fare expanded to meet customer demand, doubling down on their commitment to Westfield.
We’ll soon have our first brewery, and
be able to enjoy BareBurger with a view.
This is a direct result of newly-enacted,
pro-growth ordinances allowing
microbreweries and rooftop dining. These
are modern, quality of life expectations
and a proactive driver for economic
growth.
New and updated community events
are just as impactful to this growth because they support and centralize foot
traffic. Routinely turning Quimby Street
into a pedestrian plaza has changed the
way we experience Downtown.
AddamsFest showed us the power of our
community story, and updating Sweet

Patrick Justin Fahey for BOE
According to the Pew Research center
in 2017, 13 percent (3.2 million) of teens
aged 12 to 17 had at least one major
depressive episode.
In an effort to expand its safety initiatives, Cranford schools recently trained
their teachers to spot the signs of a mental
health crises.
By training teachers to see the signs
(but not treat them — teachers already
have enough on their plate) and get them
to an individual who can help them —

future revenue and expenditures here in
Garwood. So that’s why I have incorporated a long-term perspective in our budgeting, developing a five-year capital plan
for Garwood and working with all our
departments to plan for their needs, both
today and tomorrow. This will help us to
identify projects that might not need funding today but may down the road.
Beyond creating and passing a budget, we have worked hard to be transparent about our budgeting and to communicate to all stakeholders —including
residents — about the budgeting process. This year, I hosted a “Breaking
Down the Budget” town hall before the
approval of the budget and had the opportunity to explain to everyone in
Garwood the decisions that went into
creating the budget.
While some may be tempted to promise quick and easy financial fixes to lower
taxes, I know that there are no shortcuts to
creating a sensible municipal budget.
Something has got to give — either you
will be cutting services that Garwood
residents rely on, or you effectively kick
the can down the road for the next council
to address.
Smart, sensible budgeting has allowed
Russ Graham, Jenn Blumenstock and
myself to continue providing Garwood
with top-notch services and keep more
money in your pocket, today and into
tomorrow. And if voters choose to elect
us, we will continue to strike a balance
between these two issues for the betterment of every Garwood resident.
Marc Lazarow
Garwood Council President

lives can be saved. By taking seriously
signs such as increased substance abuse,
talking about killing oneself or feeling
hopeless lives can be changed.
This is another simple and inexpensive
($2,000 for a district and $19 for a book
according to NJ.com.) way for Westfield
schools to keep our kids safe.
Patrick Justin Fahey
Westfield Board of Education
Candidate

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski
Jennifer L. Young, Esq. • Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq. • Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq.

3 Lawyers, 3 Levels of Experience, 3 Hourly Rates
All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce including
custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of assets, alimony,
child support, college costs, prenuptial agreements, mediation, domestic
violence, palimony and post-divorce changes in financial circumstances.

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, New Jersey 07016
(908) 272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

Sounds into a musical festival showcasing local talent, made Tuesdays in
Westfield even better.
These new actions aren’t inherently
special. They did, however, require imagination, capable leadership to set a vision
and an energized team to execute to fruition. And all of these call, first and foremost, for a proactive approach to problem solving. Westfield did not have a
holistic town plan, a basic function of
municipal governance, for over a decade.
It’s why we remained reactive for so long,
and we need to keep those days in the
past.
I work at a global law firm, was a
prosecutor in the Manhattan DA’s office,
presented more than 175 cases to the
grand jury and conducted 25 criminal
trials. My through-line in these experiences was constantly innovating my approach — which helped me win the first
hate crime trial conviction in New York
State.
We can’t do the same thing over and
over and expect a new result. This is
why I share in Mayor Shelley Brindle’s
optimism for our Downtown. In her
almost two years as mayor, she’s forged
a new paradigm for how town hall can
deliver new and better results for
Westfield. As your Ward 2 Councilman, I will help build on the progress
we’ve seen so far.
I look forward to earning your vote on
Election Day, November 5. Or, early in
person at the Union County Clerk’s Office on 300 North Avenue in Westfield,
which is now open! To contact or learn
more,
email
mark@westfieldtogether.com or visit
parmeleeforward2.com.
Mark Parmelee, Ward 2 Town
Council Candidate
Westfield

NJ LCV to Meet
Oct. 22 In Somerset
TRENTON – The New Jersey League
of Conservation Voters (LCV) will hold a
special meeting on Tuesday, October 22 at
the Imperia in Somerset, NJ at 6:30 p.m.
Attendees will hear from the keynote
speaker, New Jersey Attorney General
Gurbir Grewal, the first South AsianAmerican to hold his position in New
Jersey and the first Sikh American in U.S.
history to serve in his role.
State Senators Linda Greenstein (D14th, Cranberry) and Chris Brown (R2nd, Linwood) will receive the Green
Emerald Award in appreciation of their
devotion to protect New Jersey’s precious air, water and open space. New
Jersey LCV will also present its Change
Maker Award to those volunteers who
have made an impact in the community.
Gala attendees will be treated to
live music, food and cocktails and a
Silent Auction. Tickets can be purchased by going to https://
www.njlcv.org/gala.
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BRAMNICK | MUÑOZ
Westfield’s Common Sense Team
• Cap state spending and stop higher taxes in Trenton
• Voted for the toughest equal pay law in America
• Voted for universal background checks
• Working to stop high-density overdevelopment
• Putting doctors back in charge, not insurance
company bureaucrats

Bramnick & Muñoz for State Assembly
 VOTE NOW BY MAIL, OR VOTE ON TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5TH
Paid for by Bramnick for Assembly, 279 Watchung Fork, Westfield NJ 07090; Muñoz for Assembly, 121 Oak Ridge Ave. Summit NJ 07901
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While National Politics Dominate,
We Have Races to Decide Nov. 5
The tumultuous climate in our nation’s capital
right now, and the seeming daily twists and turns
within the 2020 Presidential race, are, not surprisingly, garnering the lion’s share of media and public
attention.
Nevertheless, the 2019 General Election is less
than four weeks away. Come November 5, we will be
asked to decide contests at the state, county and
municipal levels, including government and board
of education races.
National politics may dominate the headlines,
especially with the President battling calls for impeachment, but we also emphasize the importance of
elections being held this year. The victors will have
a hand in addressing myriad issues that affect all of
us, transcending political allegiance.
On the municipal front, residents and retailers are
concerned with property taxes, the economic viability of their business districts, quality of education
and town services, among other matters. Additionally, multiple towns within our readership area currently are involved in major redevelopment efforts.
Concerns among the public remain over the impact
certain large-scale projects will have on the commu-

nities they call home.
Decisions made by elected local, county and state
officials affect all of these categories and more. We
therefore owe it to ourselves as constituents to learn
as much as possible about those who represent us,
or aspire to, and their platforms and ideas. As
always, we want to make the most informed decisions we can at the polls.
Locally this year, there are competitive races for
seats on the governing body and board of education
in Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood and Westfield, plus
a Mountainside mayoral race. There additionally are
competitive races for Union County Freeholder,
Surrogate and for State Assembly in the 21st and
22nd Legislative Districts.
With so much playing out on the national stage
right now, and the spotlight already on 2020, voters’
eyes can easily be diverted from the current campaign season. We should indeed pay close attention
to critical events occurring at the highest levels of
our government today; they will shape the course of
our country going forward. Let us do our best,
however, to keep Election Year 2019 in our field of
vision as well.

New Jersey Schools Should Close
For General, Primary Elections
In light of the school shootings that have occurred
across our nation since the late 1990s with Columbine High School in Colorado, school districts have
been increasing security, including having more
school resource officers, restricting entry to buildings when school is in session and conducting active
shooter drills. Yet, here in New Jersey, many schools
do not close for General and Primary Elections. With
no security checks allowed for the voting public, this
enables people to enter polling places located in
schools without any verification of identification.
The next option is to require schools to close
during these elections. To that end, state legislation,
Senate Bill 3846 and Assembly Bill 5716, have been
introduced in Trenton. The Senate bill has been
referred to the Senate Education Committee while
the Assembly bill has been referred to the Assembly
Education Committee.
“The [Union County Board of Elections (UC BOE)]
has historically made use of public schools as polling
places without any interruption in the functioning of
the schools. The election board certainly considers
any concerns of the boards of education involving the
safety of school children and staff. Further, as the case
has always been, the board is available to address any
specific concerns the boards of education may have
about Election Day use of the schools as polling
locations, such as ingress and egress issues, traffic
concerns and, of course, specific safety concerns,”
Union County Board of Elections Administrator Nicole
DiRado said in a letter (see page 5) to the county’s
legislative representatives in Trenton.
“However, there is, of course, a risk involved with
allowing unidentified persons into the schools. Many
schools are starting to recognize this safety issue and
have made adjustments to their school calendars to
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either close the schools entirely or allow for a professional in service day. UC BOE fully supports closing
the schools on Primary and General Election Days
and would request that the schools consider an
adjustment starting with the Presidential Primary in
2020, if not sooner,” according to the letter.
Currently, 264 of Union County’s polling places
are located in schools. The elections board is working to move as many as possible out of schools. This
year, nine voting districts have been moved out of
four schools. Just last year, several voting districts
were moved from Westfield High School to the
Westfield Armory across the street. In some cases
where voting occurs in schools, it takes place in a
gymnasium, which has limited access for voters to
enter and exit, thus preventing them from entering
other areas of the school. This occurs here in Westfield
in the Edison Intermediate School and Wilson Elementary School gyms. Eight of Cranford’s polling
locations are in gyms and/or auditoriums. Four of
Scotch Plains’ 10 polling locations are in schools.
None of Garwood’s four voting districts or Fanwood’s
seven districts are located in schools (no public
schools are located in Fanwood), while four of
Mountainside’s districts are located at Deerfield
Elementary School.
Locally, Cranford schools will be closed for the
General and Primary Elections this school year while
Mountainside, Scotch Plains-Fanwood and Westfield
schools will have an early dismissal for the General
Election in November. All local school districts are
open for the Primary except Cranford.
We believe the only way to ensure the safety of
children is to close schools for both the General and
Primary Elections. An alternative would be to move
the Primary to late June after schools are closed.

Letters to the Editor
Discontiuing Rahway Flood Risk
Management Feasibility Study
Major General Jeffrey L. Milhorn
Corps of Engineers
Dear General Milhorn,
This is in response to your letter of
August 30, 2019 notifying the New
Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP) that the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers proposes to discontinue the Rahway Flood Risk
Management Feasibility Study, after
17 years of study and examination of
a total of 19 alternatives for protecting local communities from the repeated flooding along the Rahway
River in Union and Essex Counties.
As explained in your letter, the practicable alternatives that meet the
Corps’ engineering and cost-benefit
standards have not been accepted by
the local communities.
First, we would like to express our
appreciation for the considerable efforts that the Corps’ New York and
New England Districts have made
over the last 17 years to find viable
engineering and non-structural solutions to protect homes and businesses
in the Township of Cranford and other
municipalities from repeated flooding along the Rahway. The DEP does
not disagree with the Corps’ technical
feasibility and cost evaluations of the
various alternatives that have been
identified. And, we recognize the extra effort that the Corps made by
bringing in the dam experts from its
New England District and examining
five additional alternatives, after the
local community could not reach
agreement on potential solutions that
would involve the lowering of the
Orange Reservoir.
While we understand that the Corps
cannot justify significant additional

expenditure of federal funds for this
project if there is no prospect that any
of the viable alternatives will be accepted by the local jurisdictions, the
DEP has deep concern for the residents and business owners along the
Rahway who continue to face the
very serious threat of chronic flooding. It is with concern for these New
Jersey residents in mind that we
strongly urge the Corps to allow the
local jurisdictions a reasonable additional amount of time to come to
agreement on a solution thatmeets the
Corps’ engineering and cost-benefit
standards.
I look forward to discussing this
matter further with you this Friday,
October 4, and am grateful that you
are taking the time to come to New
Jersey, along with Colonels Asbery
and Conde, to explain the Corps’ final analysis and conclusions to the
representatives of the affected communities.
We thank you for the Corps’ considerable efforts to assist the residents of New Jersey with this serious
flood threat and appreciate your consideration of our request.
Catherine R. McCabe, DEP
c: Senator Robert Menendez
Senator Cory Booker
Rep. Donald M. Payne, Jr.
Rep. Mikie Sherrill
Rep. Albia Sires
Rep. Tom Malinowski
Joseph DiVincenzo, Jr.
Edward Oatman, Union County
Patrick Giblin, Mayor Cranford
Mayors Council,
Shawn LaTourette DEP
Dave Rosenblatt DEP

Stopping USACE Rahway River Flood
Mitigation Study Not An Option
Mayors from communities along
Rahway River, and county officials,
met with officials from DEP and
USACE in Trenton on Friday, October 4 to discuss the status of the
Rahway River Flood Mitigation Plan.
Since 2013, 19 different alternatives
have been evaluated and several additional options are now under consideration. The effort is to find an
acceptable plan to mitigate the type
of damages that results from major
storms like Irene the resulted in $100
million damages.
The communities pushed hard at
the meeting for USACE and NJDEP
to extend the flood mitigation study,
give communities more time to come
to consensus, and that USACE should
utilize the authority it has to extend it
to enable these activities to proceed.
Strong outpouring of letters were
made available from the local affected communities, Union County,
Essex County and federal legislative
representatives.
All elected officials from the impacted towns, the counties and the
federal and state legislative delegations are united that no action is not
an option and are going to keep pressing to find a solution that both the
State of NJ and the federal agencies
can support and help fund.
A federal-state project would be
funded 65 percent federal and 25
percent state funding with local support at 10 percent. The Rahway River

Flood Mitigation Plan had a recommended plan that reached consensus
in 2017 but the US Army Corps of
Engineers raised a new policy about
using forecasts, which required the
process to go back to the drawing
board.
The Mayors were gratified that federal elected officials have been responsive, in writing and in person,
pushing for more time for the local
communities to work together on a
plan and not to terminate it.
USACE made the case for why
they want to end the study based on
the federal law’s requirements that
studies happen in three years, and
without a more specific plan currently
that has buy in from all communities.
Twice before the study timetable has
been extended.
The affected communities hope to
get more information on additional
questions raised at the briefing, including availability of additional funding for USACE to work with the
communities. Mayors Council
Rahway River Watershed Flood Control stated “NJDEP needs to be an
aggressive advocate for the affected
communities and enable these activities to proceed. To that end, staff and
a department priority was announced
by the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection Commissioner Catherine McCabe.
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Diction Deception
Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?
If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read individual.
If you get three – word expert. If you get all
four – You must have a lot of free time!
All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.
Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Zaddick – In Judaism, a righteous
and just man
2. Cheongsam – Chinese high-necked,
closefitting dress with the skirt part way
up the sides
3. Abdal – A Mohammedan fanatic
4. Pomology – The art or science of
raising fruit
MACROGNATHIC
1. Having a very large cranium, with
reference to body size
2. Sharpness of the tongue, as with
lizards and snakes
3. Having very long jaws
4. Overly boisterous; very loud
HIPPIATRY
1. The practice of treating the diseases
of horses
2. A stable for horses and animals
3. The study of medicine
4. The practice of treating bone disorders
DAUW
1. To starve or die of hunger
2. A miser
3. A South Aftican Zebra
4. A maggot
TEEST
1. A light, rounded helmet with a visor
2. A scam or a hoax
3. Charred wick of a candle
4. A small anvil

Policy on Political
Endorsements
The newspaper will publish political endorsements in its online media,
available with download of the newspaper at www.goleader.com. Submittals should be emailed to
editor@goleader.com.
Those who would like their political endorsements also published in
the printed newspaper can do so by
using the paid service at https://
w w w. g o l e a d e r. c o m / f o r m /
bulletin.htm.
We publish letters to the editor in
the printed newspaper on issues of
importance to our readers at the discretion of the editors.

Letters to the Editor
The Deadline is Monday 9 AM
for publication on the coming
Thursday. The size limit is 200500 words.

Dan Aschenbach, Cranford

Westfield Didn’t Need Master Plan to Reset Downtown
With her most recent Letter to the
Editor, submitted to local print, digital,
and social media September 17, 2019,
Mayor Brindle has claimed that we in
Westfield are “victims” that have been
“complacent” and that our “downtown
problem, will of course now take time to
reverse.” Mayor Brindle then proceeded
with her letter, providing us with the
same information found in Addendum
One of the Initial Report of Research and
Recommendations submitted to then
Mayor Skibitsky by the Mayor’s Downtown Task Force (DTF) September 26,
2017, (specifically pages 7 and 8, under
section titled Additional Information).
With the town-wide meeting to summarize the Town of Westfield Master
Plan Reexamination this past October 2,
2019, Mayor Brindle and H2M, the consultant preparing the Master Plan Reexamination Report, presented a power point
deck to the public that looked a lot like the
power point deck prepared by LRK Consultants April 4, 2017. That deck was
used that same evening by DTF Chairman William Heinbokel to present the
Initial Report of Research and Recommendations to then Mayor Skibitsky and
that town council. Both documents provide an interested person with the exact
same information, yet only the latter is
available to the public for consideration.
It is unfortunate that the policy recommendations that brought the Lion’s Roar
Brewing Company to Westfield cannot
be considered by an interested party. It is
also unfortunate that the most transparent
administration in the history of Westfield,
NJ is unable make the formal policy of a
State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073
Asm. Nancy Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414
LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

previous administration accessible to
anyone interested in the public context
“for how we got here.”
Those also fortunate to have had “a
front seat to the evolution of our changing town,” yet used our seat to positively
engage our community over the past decade or two, have already seen a lot of
their time wasted by the priorities of
Shelley Brindle. As expected, Mayor
Brindle’s consultant agrees with consultant previously advising the DTF. All those
consultants probably went to the same
schools and attended the same trade
shows. The expert advice didn’t change,
one expert to the other.
Those also fortunate to be in front seat
with Shelley have to wonder what happened to the time and money spent confirming what the downtown revitalization specialists from two years ago already told us, and whether the social and
partisan priorities of the current administration got in the way of employing the
critical near-term recommendations made
by the non-partisan DTF in these subsequent two years. We needed the master
plan reexamination to comply with New
Jersey state laws. We didn’t need a master
plan reexamination to reset the economic
table downtown.
If we were indeed waiting for Mayor
Brindle and the input from 783 of our
neighbors, about 2.5 percent of Westfield
participated in the efforts of the DTF and
about 2.5 percent of Westfield collaborated with Shelley’s more inclusive effort. Admittedly, I did not participate in
the latest master plan surveys because I
didn’t believe the solutions industry ex-

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404
Asm. Jim Kennedy (D)
34 E. Cherry St.
Rahway, N.J. 07065
(732) 943-2660
Asw. Linda Carter (D)
200 West 2nd St., Suite 102
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757
LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark,
Rahway and Linden.

perts were recommending for downtowns
like Westfield would change in two and
a half years, and because I did not need
the social capital credits that Mayor
Brindle uses to feed to her 20/20 dragon.
Always welcome to act herself, and
contribute her own expert skills and genuine advice to Westfield these past 25
years, Shelley Brindle contributed little
from the front row seat her first 23 years
in town. Between first moving to
Westfield and her evening at town hall on
January 24, 2017, citizen Brindle’s only
engagement with the town was to offer
the dais her disingenuous complaints to
go along with her 20/20 vision; not her
advice, not her expertise, not even her
vote was cast from her front seat.
Over these last two years, the mayor
has used her elected opportunity planning parties, attending protests, and promoting an agenda of social activism.
Those also fortunate to have a front seat
with Shelley Brindle to the reality of our
downtown problem also remain “optimistic and steadfast,” yet have seen little
in the form of action that puts forward our
confidence Mayor Brindle understands
the priorities of Westfield “at its most
pivotal moment today.”
Edward Stellingwerf, Westfield
Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth (908) 527-4200
Ed Oatman, Mgr., eoatman@ucnj.org
Bette Kowalski, chair
bkowalski@ucnj.org
Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
sdelia@ucnj.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Tom Malinowski (D)
58 East Main St, Somerville, N.J. 08876
(908) 547-3307
[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]
12th Congressional District
Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D)
850 Bear Tavern Road, Suite 201, Ewing, N.J. 08628
(609) 883-0026
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]
senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
asmkennedy@njleg.org, aswcarter@njleg.org
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A Modest Proposal For
Westfield Gas Blowers
I have written to the editor previously
at my dismay over the constant blasting of
gas blowers throughout three seasons of
the year. I have engaged with the town as
well as anyone who would listen to my
concerns for the health and tranquility of
our residents, employees and guests. After much reflection (and considerable lack
of progress) I admit that I was misguided,
that I perhaps missed the bigger picture.
This proposal is my correction.
As we are facing a downtown full of
empty storefronts, victims of the new
online economy, as well as homeowners
hit with higher net taxes due to the loss of
tax deductions, we need a bold plan to
lead us through these challenging times.
One solution hiding is plain site involves zoning. I propose that we reclassify all properties currently listed as residential to a mixed designation, residential/industrial. The merits of this plan
may not at first appear obvious, but I
believe the logic will soon be apparent.
The change would be a mere formality.
Consider that currently the ambient noise
generated throughout our town rivals that
found in the most robust manufacturing
zones. I can attest to this having run a
high-volume processing operation in NJ
for over three decades.
I say with confidence that the sound
generated by blending 6,000 pounds of
material in a two-story blender falls well
short of the noise produced by one gasfired leaf blower, a familiar sight (and
sound) to any who wish to open their
window, take a walk, or even sit outside
during the day. And one blower is the
exception. Often it is two, both of which
are employed to move wayward grass
clippings for six months of the year when
there are no leaves. In the fall the noise
continues, but I submit with a little less
embarrassment as there are in fact some
leaves to blow. The sound coverage of
multiple blowers used by multiple crews
hopscotching throughout town is extended by the particular frequency emitted by these two-stroke gas engines, which
carry the sound farther than other machines (electric) with similar decibel levels.
Therefore, it is time to not merely accept the reality of Westfield industrial
life, but to embrace it. Let Westfield lead
into the future whether that future is over
a cliff or around it. As we transition from
the nationwide trend against brick and
mortar retail, we need to find revenue
elsewhere. It is fine to landscape our
lawns in order to create the illusion of a
picturesque town of manicured tranquility, one that suggests days spent relaxing
outside or peacefully gardening or sipping iced tea with friends. We can even
continue the latest trend, placing
Adirondack chairs on our front lawns to
encourage more interaction with our
neighbors. But let us do this with our eyes
open. By recognizing that our postcard
perfect properties have limited use for
such activities except perhaps after 6 p.m.
went most commercial landscapers have

The Bent Wheel
Several weeks ago I was called a
lightning rod candidate. I was a little
shocked when I heard the comment,
but I took some time to think about
the statement. So here is my response:
The purpose of a lightning rod is to
save your home or your building from
catastrophic damage. In fact in certain areas insurance companies demand a lightning rod before they will
insure your property. So I no longer
take offense to your description, I
now see it as a badge of honor. Because, if you have not noticed we are
in a terrific storm, with every burst of
lightning another business leaves our
beautiful town.
I look at the value of our homes as
a wheel with three spokes. Spoke one
is the school system. Spoke two is the
home itself (square footage, location,
remodeling, etc.). Spoke three the
downtown. So on your wheel, two
spokes are undamaged, spoke one:
the schools system, spoke two: the
home itself. Only these two undamaged spokes are holding the value of
your home right now. Spoke three is
bent: Our Downtown Westfield. Because of the decaying in Downtown
Westfield, our homes are losing value.
I had a meeting the other evening
with several home owners from
Westfield. We were discussing Downtown Westfield when one of the folks
said you mean, “Down Turn
Westfield.” The other comments I
heard was, “If the mayor spent as
much time on finding new businesses
as she does putting on her parties,
there would not be an empty store in
town.”
For the record, I think the Addams
Fest is a great idea for Westfield. It is
a program that could grow into a
wonderful event for our town. The
problem is there are not enough decorations to cover all of the empty storefronts in Downtown Westfield. Yes,
we who live here will look the other
way and enjoy the programs the town
is working so hard to put together for
AddamsFest. The problem as I see it,
our government should not be a promoter. What should have been done
was to have AddamsFest put out as a
bid to professional promoters. This
would free our government up to doing what it should, keeping spokes

from bending on our precious wheels.
Downtown Westfield is vital to
keeping the value of our homes growing. The value of our homes have
slipped in the last few years. As I
drive through Cranford, Garwood,
Summit I do not see nearly the number of vacancies on their downtown
streets as I do in Westfield. I would
much rather see our government working on bring[ing] new businesses to
Westfield rather than putting on parties. Sell the rights to AddamsFest to
a professional promoter, and go back
to work bringing some new businesses
into our Westfield.
Once again, I think AddamsFest is
a great idea and I hope the entire town
gets involved. For over 20 years I
have been involved in putting together concerts, street fairs, car shows,
charity events, car auctions, etc. I
understand all that goes into putting
on a large event such as AddamsFest.
What I can tell you is, a town should
not be a promoter and gamble taxpayers’ money on events. Sell the rights
to AddamsFest; get an events pro and
fill Downtown Westfield with new
businesses.
Rick Bodmer
Candidate for Westfield Council

UC BOE Support of Legislation:
S-3846 / A-5716 and A-5726
Editor’s Note: The following was sent to
Union County’s state delegation in Trenton.
I would like to take this opportunity to
voice the full support of the Union County
Board of Elections (“UC BOE”) for two
pieces of pending legislation: S-3846/ A5716: Permits school districts to close
schools on days of general and Primary
Elections, and A-5726: Raises pay for
election workers to $300 per day.
S-3846/A-5716: Permits school districts to close schools on days of general
and Primary Elections.
As you are aware, the Union County
Board of Elections is permitted to use
schools and other public buildings as
polling locations pursuant to statute.
Schools, and other public buildings, are
most compliant in terms of ADA accessibility and meet other statutory requirements including proximity to voters within
their election district.
The UC BOE has historically made
use of public schools as polling places
without any interruption in the functioning of the schools. The Election Board
certainly considers any concerns of the
boards of education involving the safety
of school children and staff. Further, as
the case has always been, the Board is
available to address any specific concerns the boards of education may have
about Election Day use of the schools as
polling locations, such as ingress and
egress issues, traffic concerns and of
course, specific safety concerns.
However, there is, of course, a risk
involved with allowing unidentified persons into the schools. Many schools are
starting to recognize this safety issue and
have made adjustments to their school
calendars to either close the schools entirely or allow for a professional in service

day. UC BOE fully supports closing the
schools on Primary and General Election
Days and would request that the schools
consider an adjustment starting with the
Presidential Primary in 2020, if not sooner.
Union County is fortunate in that all the
school board elections have been moved to
coincide with the General Election. Further, we do not have any fire districts, which
would necessitate additional elections.
Union County has 431 districts in 166
polling places, of which 82 are schools
and 264 polling districts are housed in
schools. The UC BOE has been
proactively looking for opportunities to
move polling places out of the schools.
Just this year, we moved nine districts out
of four schools. We encourage municipal
and community involvement in helping
us locate alternate polling locations; for
example, the changes made in Springfield this year were at the advice of a
constituent we met at the county’s National Night Out event.
For your review, below is a listing of
the county’s schools status for the 2019
General Election and the 2020 Primary
Election. It is encouraging to see that
Elizabeth, the county’s largest school
district, Cranford and Hillside are able to
accommodate the recommended school
closures in their calendar.
The state has an opportunity to be proactive in securing the safety of our children in
the schools – a place where children should
always be safe. The national climate relative to gun safety and statistics relative to
mass shootings is all the evidence the legislature needs to make this pending legislation a law in NJ. Your partnership in this
effort would be greatly appreciated and go
a long way in keeping our children safe and
facilitating the election process.

A-5726: Raises pay for election workers to $300 per day
Election board workers are currently
compensated $200 per day. Board workers have not received an increase in pay
since 2001, when the rate was standardized statewide and went from $100, in
Union County, for the day to $200. (In
other counties, the pay was $75 per election.) Board workers are required to
report to the polls at 5:15 a.m. and work
through the close of the polls at 8 p.m.
Often, the poll workers work until at least
8:15 to 8:30 p.m., depending on the lines,
shutting down the machines and packing
up their district supplies. According to
statute, poll workers are entitled to a onehour lunch, which means they are paid for
working a 14-hour day at a rate of $14.29.
But the truth is, many poll workers cannot take lunch either because the volume
of voters does not permit for it or because
not all poll workers reported for work that
day. Further, they must learn and administer new election laws and, in Union
County, they are now learning new hardware and software. In addition, they are
mandated to attend training every two
years which typically lasts between two
to three hours.
The UC BOE typically assigns five
poll workers per district. However, many
either cancel prior to Election Day or just

do not show up on Election Day. In fact,
in the 2019 Primary Election, we had a
few districts with no poll workers reporting at all as of the weekend prior to
Election Day and had to quickly reassign
our workforce. While we were able to
make due with less poll workers at our
tables in the 2019 Primary, this cannot
happen in the upcoming presidential election. We need to increase the compensation to retain our current workforce and
increase our complement.
The pending legislation also provides
an appropriation for county reimbursement wherein the county’s portion would
be $75 per poll worker and the state
would reimburse the county $225 per
poll worker.
Voting is paramount to the preservation of our democracy. The role poll
workers play is underestimated and undervalued; they are the face of Election
Day. I respectfully request your support
of A-5726 and the introduction of a senate counterpart, especially in time for the
2020 Presidential Election!
I sincerely thank you for your time,
attention and kind consideration. I welcome the opportunity to discuss these
important matters with you further.
Nicole L. DiRado, CMC, MPA
Administrator
Union County Board of Elections

As we enter another election season, I find myself simultaneously very
hopeful about, and very disappointed
with, what my fellow citizens are
capable of. In the last two years, I
have personally spoken to hundreds
of voters and visited thousands of
homes throughout the area. This is
where I find hope, in simple and
(mostly) short conversations about
what’s important to people and how
that relates to elections for Garwood,
the Assembly or Congress. At times,
I’ve found people who disagree on
policy, but unpleasantness in the conversation almost never results.
Contrast that with what has been
going on in politics for several years
now. Dating back a decade or so, core
groups of very negative people have
engaged in the worst sort of politics,
which are designed to divide rather
than unify while questioning not just
our politics, but the mutual love of
our communities we all should share.
It has sadly been an escalating issue at
the local level of politics in our area.
What possible motivation could
there be for some of our local politicians to characterize their opponents
in the political process the way they
do? They only reason I can think of is
that some people who are running for
office, or campaigning on behalf of
those who are, have no plan and no
platform. They apparently just don’t
like what the other people are doing.
So, the only thing they have is to bang
on the table, twist the facts (or flat out
make things up) and just repeat how
everyone but them is bad.
It’s really a shame to see this, because at the local and even state level
of politics it was once enough to be
able to disagree on points of policy,
funding priorities or the role of government. Discussions happened, compromises occurred, and the business
of governing moved on. We were
better than Washington politics as we
worked with our friends and neighbors to do the right thing regardless of
political affiliations!
Yet now we suffer through distor-

tions, lies and a constant barrage of
spin and personal attacks. It’s not just
that a project, a decision or a vote is
disliked or disagreed with, it must
have been done in bad faith and without integrity. The elected officials
must want to secretly “destroy” the
community we all live in together.
Because that makes sense.
I see these accusations and this
negativity time and again on social
media, or more notably arriving directly in my mailbox a week ago
courtesy of the Garwood Republican
Club disguised as a town or school
publication. Yet, I never have seen
the people hurling this vitriol out on
the street speaking to people. I rarely
see any of them at council or planning
board meetings where most of their
“concerns” could be aired out and
responded to. Because I have only
missed one of each type of meeting
since the beginning of 2018, while I
work to stream them over Facebook
Live so residents can watch the meetings even if they cannot personally
attend them; I must conclude this is
evidence of the same bad faith these
negative people so often accuse others of.
Perhaps all their lies and negativity
simply don’t work face to face. More
likely is that it won’t stand up to the
scrutiny of their fellow residents if
done at a public meeting that is recorded/streamed live, with real time
answers which contradict all their talking points with the clear facts.
Hope wins out over disappointment for me every time. Because I
know most of my fellow residents,
both here in Garwood and across our
state, are far too smart for bush league
tactics like negative advertising to
work, even when it’s literally disguised as “the news.” I look forward
to hearing the voters speak on November 5th. I am confident they will
get it as right in 2019 as they did in the
past.
Vincent Kearney
Garwood

Union County School Polling Places

We Support Mark Parmelee for Town Council
Dear Editor,
We are writing to share our thoughts
with our Ward 2 neighbors, in case
they have not yet had a chance to
meet Candidate Mark Parmelee who
is running for Town Council.
It is easy enough to learn about
Mark’s policy positions on his website
or Facebook page, so we would like to
share our thoughts about who Mark is
as a person. We have known Mark
Parmelee for about 15 years.
We first met Mark while working
together as volunteers at Washington
School where our kids attended. At
the time, Mark was commuting very
long hours but always showed up to
volunteer and always came with a
smile. He has a warm heart, an
infectious laugh and is always a
pleasure to be around. But Mark is
more than a really fun person to be
with. He has a sharp intellect and gets
things done efficiently and

TRICK OR TREAT
BRING YOUR DENTIST SOMETHING SWEET
TURN YOUR CANDY INTO CA$H
BY GIVING US YOUR SECRET STASH
Westfield Pediatric Dental Group is having their Annual
Halloween Contest. So bring your candy into our office
and receive a cash reward for the amount you bring. The
child who brings the most Halloween Candy weekdays
between November 1st and November 8th will receive
four free movie passes to AMC Theaters!!
For further information please contact our office at
908-232-1231 or come visit us at:

WESTFIELD PEDIATRIC DENTAL GROUP
555 WESTFIELD AVENUE
WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
www.kidsandsmiles.com

When You
Want Results–
Use
Leader/TIMES
Classified Ads
Inexpensive
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Tired of Negative And False News;
Can’t Wait Until Voters Decide

Letters to the Editor

finished for the day. My point is simple:
if we cannot enjoy our properties we
might as well monetize them.
It is only reasonable that the economic
benefit of the constant noise and pollution currently engulfing Westfield Industrial Park (this new name is just a suggestion) should extend beyond the handful
of landscapers currently employing gaspropelled two-stroke blowers. With a mass
zoning change, a mere swipe of the pen,
homeowner entrepreneurs will sprout up
throughout town. Bespoke manufacturing will spring up. Imagine the following
sprinkled throughout town: 3-D printing;
lumber mills, with bandsaws blazing; a
fat rendering plant; maybe even an abattoir, with no need to muffle the screaming
of the livestock.
To those naysayers who expect to be
able to find peace in their own backyard,
to listen to the birds, to hear children
playing we say, go indoors, close the
windows and put on the Nature Channel.
And to those who complain of the pollution generated by two-sroke engine backpack blowers we say if Westfield is going
to lead it needs to lead for better or worse,
locally as well as globally. And these
engines are unique enough to damage
both (consider the fact that you can smell
the exhaust of 25-pound leaf blowers
down the block, but not a 6,000 Cadillac
Escalade idling in your driveway). If we
mix oil and vinegar in our salads, surely
we should be able to mix oil directly with
the gas which is a toxicity unique to these
engines. And to those mostly young men,
whose job it is to strap on these machines
with or without hearing protection or
masks, let us leave that to free market.
Perhaps many have turned down many
great job opportunities and are willing to
damage their hearing and lungs for the
pleasure of working outdoors. Please
don’t counter with well-documented studies attributing increased stress levels
caused by excessive noise and the particular damaged caused by these machines.
These are bold times and we need to
toughen up. Besides, we can agree that
listening is no longer respected and rarely
practiced. In fact, it is not hard to imagine
that hearing itself may very well be delisted
as one of the five senses, sort of like the
delisting of Mercury as a planet. Honestly does anyone miss Mercury?
No, as a town we have committed
ourselves to fight the good fight. To remove at all costs (to our health, our hearing, our sanity) the scourge of the potential wayward twig or blade of grass in
spring and summer, and in the fall, to
weekly remove all (to the last leaf!) leaves
on our property (though on the street is
somehow fine?). We must use this passion as a springboard toward a new town
economy. Let the entrepreneurial spirit
guide us. As for me, I have already decided what I am going manufacture on
my property… decorative garden rakes.
Jonathan Spitz
Westfield

Thursday, October 10, 2019

purposefully.
On more than one occasion, Mark
has shown up in our yard early on a
weekend morning to help set up for a
party, or has been the last to leave so
he could help clean up. He is the
genuine article, and we will be lucky
to have Mark serving our town
council. We urge you to vote for
Mark Parmelee on November 5th.
He will serve us with balance, humor
and heart.
Sincerely,
Janet and George Sarkos
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

The Law Office of

Francis M. Smith, ESQ.

INJURED?

LEARN YOUR RIGHTS IN PLAIN ENGLISH
Do you really want to deal with
the insurance companies yourself?
I can help.
Over 30 Years of
Personal Injury Experience
In New Jersey
Motor Vehicle Accidents
Slips & Falls
Dog Bite Injuries
Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ 07092

908-233-5800 • www.FrankSmithLaw.com
Tell your friends to stop by our office
and bring their candy!

No Fee If No Recovery
Call Me For A Free Consultation
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Lori Arena to Lead Program
Of Faith-Based Holistic Care
WESTFIELD — The Holy Trinity tient coordinator at a private surgical
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield practice, where she created a comhas launched a new pilot program to prehensive program to guide patients
provide faith-based holistic care of through pre- and post-operative
mind, spirit and body to its parishio- phases of surgery, she has guided
ners, their families and caregivers, thousands of patients through their
Father
Anthony
healthcare journeys.
Randazzo, pastor, has
“I feel this is more
announced.
than just another chalLori Arena, RN, will
lenge, but actually a
lead this new ministry
calling,” said Mrs.
as Holy Trinity’s parArena of the new proish nurse, caring for
gram. “By incorporatmembers of the parish
ing my years of experiwho are sick, elderly or
ence and skills, I am
disabled and those in
excited to begin this
crisis or transition at
ministry to perform
any age or stage of life.
health assessments, apMrs. Arena will proproach each parishiovide part-time, non-inner holistically, provide
vasive medical supguidance and education
Lori Arena
port, including needs
and act as a caring liaiassessments, care plan development, son for available resources.”
patient advocacy and health education
Mrs. Arena has been a registered
to all parishioners.
nurse for more than 35 years. Follow“Holy Trinity welcomed its first ing the family tradition of community
parish nurse, Lori Arena, unanimously service, her husband of 25 years,
selected by its Health Cabinet. Lori’s Frank Arena, a software sales direcprofessional competency and com- tor, has served on the Westfield Town
passionate heart will serve members Council for the past 12 years. The
of the community in need of healing couple’s two children, Christopher
and wholeness on life’s sacred jour- and Carli, are both Westfield High
ney,” said Father Randazzo.
School graduates and recent graduA native New Yorker and resident ates of Auburn University and Penn
of Westfield for 25 years, Mrs. Arena State University, respectively.
has long exhibited a passion for both
Mrs. Arena can be reached on a
nursing and for helping others. As a part-time basis at (908) 232-8137
home care, wound care, acute care and
via
email
at
and long-term-care nurse, and as pa- ParishNurse@HolyTrinity.org.

College Women of Westfield
Announce Fall Luncheon
WESTFIELD AREA — The ColThe luncheon will be held from
lege Woman’s Club of Westfield will 11:45 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Our Lady
hold its Fashion & Flair Fall Lun- of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
cheon on Thursday,
Pollard Hall, located at
October 17. The
300 Central Avenue,
event will include
Mountainside. Indilunch, a speaker providual tickets are $50
gram featuring Kerry
per person, and all proCordero, and a
ceeds benefit the Colluxury item raffle.
lege Woman’s Club
This luncheon is
Scholarship Fund.
open to the public
Registration is
and all are welcome.
available online at
Ms. Cordero is a
cwclubwestfield.org/
personal stylist, imevents. Questions
age consultant and
about the event or
the founder of The
College Woman’s
First Look. Inspired
Club membership
to pursue her passion
may be sent to:
by her grandmother,
cwc.westfield@gmail.com.
Kerry Cordero
Pearl, Ms. Cordero
The
College
left her corporate
Woman’s Club of
sales position in 2007 and trained at Westfield has been supporting eduThe Fashion Institute in New York. cation for women in the local comHer consulting work focuses on style munity since 1917. For more inforand clothing empowerment, using mation about the club’s mission, or to
fashion to enhance confidence at any join
the
group,
go
to
age and in any setting.
cwclubwestfield.org.

Scotch Plains Library
To Host Cookbook Club
SCOTCH PLAINS — Residents
are invited to join the Scotch Plains
Public Library’s new Cookbook Club.
Each month, registered participants will choose, prepare and share
recipes from the selected cookbook.
Members will get together to sample
the dishes and discuss the cookbook.
On Thursday, October 17, at 7
p.m., the club will meet to discuss
and sample recipes from “Life is a
Party: Deliciously Doable Recipes
to Make Every Day a Celebration”

by David Burtka.
Interested persons may stop by the
Reference Desk to register and to
select a recipe. Registration is required.
For more information, go to
scotlib.org,
email
library@scotlib.org or call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204. The
Scotch Plains Public Library is located at 1927 Bartle Avenue, one
block from Park Avenue in the center of the township.

This is your new home
we are talking about

Learn Meditation and Hear
Blues at Westfield Library

HALLOWEEN AT MILLER-CORY...Treats, not tricks, will be featured at the
Miller-Cory House Museum during “Halloween Hocus Pocus” on Saturday,
October 26. A variety of festive family activities will be offered at the popular
annual event.

Halloween Hocus Pocus
On Tap at Miller-Cory
WESTFIELD — Area residents are
invited to enjoy some seasonal fun by
visiting the Miller-Cory House Museum on Saturday, October 26, from
1:30 to 4 p.m., to celebrate Halloween Hocus Pocus. This program is
appropriate for young children, ages
3 through elementary school. The
museum is located at 614 Mountain
Avenue, Westfield.
Costumed docents will greet visitors at the door of the museum. There
are numerous activities planned for
the afternoon, including decorateyour-own Halloween cupcake, a scavenger hunt, crafts and storytelling.
Festive refreshments will be served.
Attendees are encouraged to wear
their Halloween costume.

The fee for Halloween Hocus
Pocus is $5 per child, with no charge
for accompanying adults. Reservations are required and must be made
by phone or email through Wednesday, October 23.
Other upcoming events this month
include Union County’s Four Centuries in a Weekend, October 19 and 20,
from noon to 5 p.m. each day. Openhearth cooking, beehive oven demonstrations and a program about
Lenape Native American lore will be
featured during Four Centuries.
For information or reservations, call
(908) 232-1776 weekday mornings or
email millercorymuseum@gmail.com.
The museum’s website is
millercoryhouse.com.

Evangel Partners With
Greater Plainfield Habitat
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Evangel
Church in Scotch Plains will spread
love, hope and generosity throughout
the community this Sunday, October
13, as part of its “Service for Service”
initiative by assembling homes with
the Greater Plainfield Habitat for Humanity.
Over 1,200 volunteers will take
part in Service for Service. In addition to helping Habitat for Humanity, they will participate in a coffee
and a chat with veterans at the Veterans Hospital, packing food boxes
for Feed My Starving Children, doing handiwork for community members in need, and much more. Each
volunteer will have the opportunity
to make a difference in someone’s
life, including his or her own.
“We are grateful to have been in
partnership with Habitat for Humanity as part of our Service for Service
outreach since 2013,” said Pastor
Chris Morante. Their mission aligns
with our own of ‘Changed Lives,
Changing Communities’ in the most
practical ways. As we demonstrate
the love of Christ by rolling up our
sleeves to get a family in need into a
home, we can expect that God will do
His part of bringing transformation
into their lives.”
The work that the volunteers invest in the homes facilitates Habitat’s
ability to provide a no-profit, nointerest loan to families in need of an
affordable home. To date, Greater
Plainfield Habitat for Humanity has
constructed 47 houses locally.
Habitat will lend its tools, time, safety
and supervision to Service for Service.
Volunteers will lend their manpower,
enthusiasm and cooperation.
“One of our key values is that ‘We
Live on Mission,’ whether that is
across the street, or around the world,”
said Pastor Morante. “For some of

the volunteers, this may be the first
time they have served in such a tangible way. Once people experience
what it’s like to serve others in Jesus’
name, their lives are never the same.
As we step outside the walls of our
church to bless our community, God
also does a lasting work in us.”

Pumpkin Carve Out
Set In Cranford
CRANFORD — Jersey Central Art
Studios, with support from the
Cranford Jaycees, will host its sixth
Great Pumpkin Carve Out on Saturday, October 19. The rain date is
Saturday, October 26. For updates,
check jcas.org.
All the activities will take place at
Hanson Park, located at 38 Springfield Avenue, Cranford. The pumpkin-carving contest is a free event and
is open to all ages. Carved pumpkins
may be dropped off from 10 a.m. until
3 p.m. at Hanson Park on October 19,
along with a completed registration
form, also available on site.
Everyone is invited to come to
Hanson Park between 6 and 9 p.m. to
stroll along the pumpkin-lighted garden paths to see the carved pumpkins
on display, each on its own pedestal.
Cash awards will be given for funniest, scariest and most original and
will be grouped by ages: 4 to 8, 9 to
16, and 17 and up.
In addition, there will be a bigscreen presentation of the classic
Abbott and Costello Meet Frankenstein and more. Attendees are encouraged to bring blankets. The movie,
stroll and contest are all free and hot
cider will be available for purchase.
Registration forms will be available online at jcas.org before the
event. All pumpkins can be picked up
at the conclusion of the festivities.

FREE DIVORCE EDUCATION CLASS
Owen Brand
Mortgage Development Officer
Phone - 908.789.2730
Cell - 908.337.7282
Email - owen.brand@santander.us
NMLS # 222999
All loans subject to approval. Equal Housing Lender. Santander Bank, N.A. is a Member FDIC and a wholly owned
subsidiary of Banco Santander, S.A. 2017 Santander Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Santander, Santander Bank
and the Flame logo are trademarks of Banco Santander, S.A. or its subsidiaries in the United States or other
countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. C0427_12F 12/09/16
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WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN DIVORCING
For most people, divorce is much more than a major
legal process. It's also a challenging time of transition
that can negatively impact virtually every area of life:
emotional, psychological, domestic, parental, financial,
physical health, social, vocational, and more.
This special Divorce Education Class will provide helpful
tips to assist you through this transformation process.
It will help empower you to build the satisfying new
post-divorce life you desire and deserve.

Williams Law Group, LLC
830 Morris Turnpike, Suite 302
Short Hills, NJ 07078
Thursday, October 24th, 6pm to 7:30pm
Light refreshments will be served
Speakers: Patricia A. Dulinski, Esq., April Katz Israeli, Esq.,
and Laurie J. Madziar, Esq

Space is limited, call 908-810-1083
and ask for Judith to reserve your spot today!

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Memorial Library will offer programs
this month during which audience
members can be soothed with meditation or awakened with great music.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.
On Tuesday, October 15, at 7 p.m.,
experienced meditator Jim Rose will
present “Finding Lasting Happiness
through Meditation.” According to
Mr. Rose, too often, incessant stress,
distraction and constant challenges
leave individuals worn out and worn
down. Many people assume there is
no way out of this and resign themselves to an uninspired and unfulfilling
life. Meditation can be the key that
unlocks the inner doorway to a life of
deep and lasting inner happiness.
In this workshop, participants will
learn a simple yet highly-effective
method to help still restless minds,
achieve a state of lasting happiness
and reconnect with their source, according to a release from the library
describing the event.
“Experience for yourself how meditation can significantly change your
life,” said Mr. Rose, a retired executive with Johnson & Johnson and a
longtime meditator.
On Friday, October 18, at 1:30 p.m.,
TGIF! will host a special live performance of The Blue Jersey Band. This

duo will play an eclectic mix of swing,
gypsy, jazz and bluegrass.
TGIF! Fridays is a free series of
programs for adults including movies, music and occasional live performances. Light refreshments are
served.
The programs are free and open to
all. To register, visit the library’s
website at wmlnj.org and click on the
online calendar, or call (908) 7894090, option 0.

Garwood Announces
Community Cleanup
GARWOOD — The 15th Annual
Clean Communities Litter Cleanup
Day will be held in Garwood on Saturday, October 19, beginning at 10:30
a.m., rain or shine. Volunteer Services, neighborhoods, social and
school groups as well as individuals
are invited to work together to reduce
the amount of litter accumulating in
various parts of the borough.
Supervision must be provided for
all children’s groups and all participants must provide their own transportation to the Municipal Building
to get their supplies and site assignments. To sign up, call Borough Hall
at (908) 789-0710 or email
Kathleen@garwood.org by Thursday,
October 17.

Trinity Church Bake Sale
Sunday to Benefit Cristosal
CRANFORD — The Trinity Episcopal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, will hold a bake
sale fundraiser this Sunday, October
13, at 11 a.m. It will benefit Cristosal,
an independent, faith-based nonprofit
organization that partners with the
peoples of El Salvador, Guatemala
and Honduras in their struggle for
peace, justice and reconciliation.
The area in which these Central
American countries are located is one
of the most violent regions in the
world, with thousands of families forcibly displaced by violence committed by gangs, criminal organizations
and government forces. In 2016, El
Salvador was second only to Syria in
the per capita level of internal displacement by violence.
“At Trinity, we take Jesus’ words,
‘whatever you did for the least of
these, you did for me,’ to heart,
whether it’s here or across the world,”
said the Reverend Andy Kruger,
Trinity’s Priest-in-Charge. “We invite everyone to come and support
this very important work.”
Cristosal, born in 2000, is a collaboration between Episcopal clergy in the
United States and El Salvador as a way
for individuals and churches from
North America to build relationships

and share resources with the Church of
El Salvador to focus on justice and
rights in post-civil war El Salvador.
Cristosal works to advance human
rights in Central America through
rights-based research, learning, and
programming by protecting violence
victims, repairing the lingering effects of human rights violations and
building human rights frameworks to
create conditions where peace is possible. For more information about
Cristosal, visit cristosal.org/.
Trinity Episcopal Church, founded
in 1872, is a faith-based family that
welcomes all people and strives to
“know Christ and to make him known
through faith, love, and service.”
Sunday services, celebrated by Reverend Kruger, are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
Father Kruger also leads the Daily
Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer
Tuesdays to Fridays, at 8:30 a.m. and
5 p.m., respectively, in Witherington
Chapel. For more information about
Trinity, call (908) 276-4047 or visit
trinitycranfordnj.org/. Trinity also provides Trinity Episcopal Day School
(TEDS), a state-licensed facility serving children from 2½ years through
kindergarten. For more information
about TEDS, call (908) 276-2881 or
visit tedscranford.org.

Bell Pavilion adds 168 new independent living homes to campus.

Lantern Hill Opens New
Independent Living Building
NEW PROVIDENCE – Lantern
Hill opened its brand-new residential
building, Bell Pavilion, in October
2019. Bell Pavilion adds 168
independent living apartments to the
developed and managed Erickson
Living senior living community in
New Providence, New Jersey. The
name pays homage to the inventive
spirit of Lantern Hill’s neighbor, Bell
Laboratories.
“Lantern Hill is proud to meet the
tremendous demand in Union County
for our active and maintenance-free
retirement lifestyle,” said Executive
Director Craig Karczmer. “We are
thrilled to welcome our newest
residents to our beautiful community.”
Bell Pavilion features
underground parking, a new bistro
and wine bar, and courtyard amenities
like a bocce court, fitness center, fire
pit, and community gardens. Each of
the new apartment homes, from large
one-bedroom to luxurious twobedroom floor plans, can all be
customized to match residents’
personal preferences. Other features
include high ceilings throughout and
open layouts, modernized kitchens
with granite countertops and stainless
steel appliances and walk-in closets.
A climate-controlled walkway
connects Bell Pavilion to the Union
Square clubhouse, where multiple
dining venues, an all-season pool and
fitness center, medical center, art
studio, library, theater, and salon are
located. In addition to independent
senior living, Lantern Hill offers

assisted
living,
sub-acute
rehabilitation, nursing care, and
memory care in its continuing care
neighborhood located on campus.
"We are proud to offer so many
high quality services to our residents.
Bell Pavilion is selling out quickly. If
you're considering a future at Lantern
Hill, now is the time to act," said
Director of Sales Dan Millender.
Schedule a visit to learn more
about Lantern Hill at 800-515-2124
or visit LanternHillCommunity.com.
Lantern Hill is a not-for-profit
organization, developed and managed
by Erickson Living®. The community
is governed by its own board of
directors affiliated with National
Senior Campuses, who provide
independent financial and operational
oversight of the community.
About Lantern Hill: Lantern Hill,
one of 20 continuing care retirement
communities developed and managed
by Erickson Living®, is situated on a
scenic 26-acre campus in New
Providence, New Jersey. The notfor-profit community of more than
400 residents and 300 employees is
governed by its own board of
directors, affiliated with National
Senior Campuses, who provide
independent financial and operational
oversight of the community.
Additional information about Lantern
Hill
can
be
found
at
LanternHillCommunity.com.
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Stacey Farley to Be Hale
Series Speaker on Oct. 16
WESTFIELD — A former
Westfield resident, whose work is
exhibited on tiles at the town train
station and the Reeve House, will
deliver the next talk in the 12th annual Hale Speaker Series.
In a speech scheduled for Wednesday, October 16, at 7 p.m., Stacey
Farley will discuss “The Art of Ceramic Tile” and the techniques utilized to create her various installations. Her work centers on making
ceramic tiles that show historical stories about people doing ordinary
things. Transportation is a theme evidenced in her numerous murals. Ms.
Farley, a public artist, also works in
paint, wood and other materials. A

Stacey Farley

number of public agencies, including NJ Transit, have commissioned
her work.
An alumna of Brown University,
Ms. Farley received her Master of
Fine Arts degree from the University
of Illinois. She resides and works in
the Hudson Valley.
Past speakers for the Hale Series
have included two of Ms. Farley’s
siblings, Dr. Thomas A. Farley, the
former commissioner of the New York
City Department of Health and current
commissioner of the Philadelphia Department of Health, and Katherine
Farley, chair of the Lincoln Center for
the Performing Arts. Their mother, the
late Eileen “Mike” Farley, was the first
president of the Friends of the Westfield
Memorial Library, the group that hosts
the Hale Speaker Series.
Lee Hale founded the Hale Speaker
Series in honor of his late wife, Anne,
who died in 2007. Mr. Hale passed
away in 2013. Their daughter, Barbara Hale, is a member of the committee that oversees the series. Funding comes from the Anne and Lee
Hale Fund and the Thomas Glasser
Foundation.
Pre-registration is required for the
hour-long talk. Those planning to attend can register online at wmlnj.org
or by phone at (908) 789-4090, extension 0. To learn more about the
Friends of the Westfield Memorial
Library hosting the Hale Speaker
Series, go to fwmlnj.org.

Pedals for Progress To
Hold Bike Collection
WESTFIELD — Pedals for
Progress, in its continuing effort to
recycle bicycles properly, is having a
used bike collection sponsored by the
Rotary Club of Westfield. Anyone with
an adult or child’s bicycle in repairable
condition is invited to donate it.

Flu Shots Available
For Cranford Residents
CRANFORD — Seasonal influenza
(flu) immunizations will be administered by the Madison Health Department to Madison, Chatham Township,
Springfield and Cranford residents.
The dates and locations are as follows:
Tuesday, October 15, 3:30 to 6
p.m., at the Cranford Community
Center, 220 Walnut Avenue, Cranford.
Wednesday, October 16, 9 to 11
a.m., at the Madison Civic Center,
28 Walnut Street, Madison.
Wednesday, October 16, 1:30 to 3
p.m., at Chatham Township Senior
Center, 58 Meyersville Road,
Chatham Township.
Thursday, October 17, 12:30 to 2
p.m., at the Chisholm Community
Center, 100 South Springfield Avenue, Springfield.
Monday, October 21, 9 to 11 a.m.,
Madison Civic Center, 28 Walnut
Street, Madison.
Tuesday, October 29, 6 to 7:30
p.m., at the Chisholm Community
Center, 100 South Springfield Avenue, Springfield.

Pedals for Progress does not accept
bikes for parts or disassembled bikes.
Bikes can be dropped off from 9 a.m.
to noon on Saturday, October 19, rain
or shine, at the board of education
building, located at Walnut and Elm
Streets in Westfield.
To date, more than 136,000 bikes
have been shipped to developing
countries in Latin America, Africa and
Eastern Europe. These bikes provide
reliable transportation for commuting
to work, transporting produce to
market, or accessing health care and
other services.
It costs $40 to collect, process, ship,
rebuild and distribute each bicycle. A
donation toward shipping costs is
necessary (suggested minimum $10 per
bike). Peoples Capital Group
(www.PeoplesCapitalGroup.com) has
provided a donation to help offset this
expense.All cash and material donations
are fully tax-deductible and a receipt
will be available at the collection site.
Working portable sewing machines also
are being accepted.
Pedals for Progress is a 501 (c) (3)
corporation and a registered charity
in six states including New Jersey and
New York. Brochures explaining this
innovative program will be available
at the collection site. Pedals for
Progress seeks donations of wrenches
for its overseas shops. For detailed
information about overseas projects
and a current schedule of bicycle
collections, visit p4p.org.

Imagine Thanks Actress for
Being Celebrity Ambassador
MOUNTAINSIDE – Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss, has
thanked actress Kimiko Glenn, who
portrayed Brook Soso in the Netflix
series “Orange Is the New Black,”
who volunteered once again to be its
celebrity ambassador at this year’s
Cantor Fitzgerald Charity Day on
September 11.
Each year Cantor Fitzgerald and its
affiliates, BGC Partners and GFI
Group, in conjunction with the Cantor Fitzgerald Relief Fund, commemorate their 658 friends and colleagues
and 61 EuroBrokers employees who
perished on September 11, 2001, by
distributing 100 percent of the charity day’s global revenues to the Cantor Fitzgerald Relief Fund and selected charities around the world.

Imagine was honored to be selected
to participate in this event for the
second year in a row and to once
again have Ms. Glenn as its celebrity
ambassador.
“We are so grateful to Cantor
Fitzgerald and to Kimiko for saying
yes to our request to participate in
the day on behalf of Imagine,” said
Mary Robinson, Imagine executive
director. “Year after year, Cantor
Fitzgerald, through grit and perseverance, has been able to turn the
trauma and devastation of the day
into a contribution to the world, donating millions to charities around
the world. Our nonprofit, which offers grief-support services to children and families, is so fortunate to
be one of them.”
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Garwood Library Highlights
Further October Events

READY FOR PICKIN’...The First United Methodist Church Westfield will
welcome visitors to its third annual Pumpkin Patch, October 12 to 31, on the
church lawn. Sales of pumpkins and gourds will benefit the church’s international mission trip.

FUMC Pumpkin Patch To
Return Starting Saturday
WESTFIELD — The First United
Methodist Church Westfield will
host its third annual Pumpkin Patch
starting this Saturday, October 12,
and continuing through Thursday,
October 31. Open daily from 10:30
a.m. to 6:30 p.m., the Patch will be
held on the church lawn, located at
1 East Broad Street, Westfield.
Pumpkins and gourds of all shapes
and sizes will be available for purchase. All proceeds from the Patch
will go towards the church’s upcoming international mission trip.
In the last two years, the proceeds
from the Pumpkin Patch have supported mission trips to East
Rockaway, N.Y., with Next Step
Ministries and to Philadelphia, Pa.,
with The Philadelphia Project. The
mission teams and all of FUMC
Westfield are grateful to those who

have supported the Pumpkin Patch,
and they are ready for this year’s
Patch.
On select nights, free movies will
be shown in the Pumpkin Patch. These
events are open to everyone, so all are
invited to bring a blanket, some snacks
and lots of friends. The schedule is as
follows:
Friday, October 18 — Hotel
Transylvania, 6 p.m.
Friday, October 25 — Coco, 6 p.m.
Saturday, October 26 — The Nightmare Before Christmas, 6 p.m.
FUMC Westfield holds worship
every Sunday at 10 a.m., with Fellowship Time following worship at 11
a.m. For more information about
FUMC, visit the church online at
fumcwestfield.org, on Facebook
(FUMC Westfield) or on Instagram
(fumcwestfield).

Frank D. Isoldi Attends Esteemed
International Luxury Alliance Summit

GARWOOD — The Garwood Public Library has announced its program schedule for the second half of
October, including some events that
are taking place throughout the month.
Knitting Club meets on Mondays
and Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. No registration is required. Participants can
learn how to knit or show others how
it is done while enjoying fun conversation. Needles and yarn are provided to newcomers.
Kid’s Chess is offered on Mondays
at 3 p.m. No registration is required
but participation is limited to 12. This
non-instructional program provides
an informal chess game for children
of all ages. Six boards are supplied.
Toddler Story Time, for newborns
through age 4, is held on Wednesdays
at 10:30 a.m. No registration is required. Stories, songs, bubbles and
more are included. The Pipsqueak
Players will appear on October 16.
On October 23, a special guest from
the Westfield Pediatric Dental Group
will visit for a children’s interactive
dental health program.
Pipsqueak Players — Reading
Reimagined will be presented on
Wednesdays, at 1 p.m., starting October 16. This reading enrichment program for 4- and 5-year-olds will include
fun activities and games designed to
boost their ability to grasp sight words
and sounds. Registration is required
and participation limited to 10.

Aging Services Kiosk (ASK) will
be offered on Thursday, October 17,
from 10 a.m. to noon. Union County
Division on Aging staff will be on
hand to assist senior citizens age 60
and above or their caregivers with
information on services such as meal
delivery, respite care, adult day care
and support services for caregivers.
The Monday Afternoon Book Club
will meet at 1 p.m. on October 21. No
registration is required. Interested
persons are advised to check with the
library for its latest book selection by
calling (908) 789-1670.
LEGO Club will be available on
Thursday, October 24, at 3 p.m. Participants are encouraged to find inspiration through this month’s theme
and build whatever comes to mind.
Some Lego creations will be displayed
in the library’s showcase. Registration is required by phone or in person.
This activity is limited to 15 children
ages 4 to 12. Participants are asked to
attend only one Lego club per month.
The Garwood Public Library is located at 411 Third Avenue. For more
information and to register for programs, call (908) 789-1670. The library is open Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Fridays, 9 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. The library will be closed on
Monday, October 14, for Columbus
Day. Further information also is available at youseemore.com/garwood.

Mountainside Library Lists
Additional October Events
MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Public Library has
announced multiple programs happening at the library during the second half of October. Visitors are
advised that the library will be
closed on Monday, October 14, for
Columbus Day.
“Medicare Workshop” will be featured on Thursday, October 17, at 7
p.m. Bob Riley from Senior Advisors
in Cranford will present a seminar on
the basics of Medicare. Senior Advisors takes a simple, five-step approach
to helping individuals understand the
key areas of Medicare: Medicare
Overview, Individual Assessment,
Review of Available Options, Selection of Coverage and Annual review
of one’s Drug card. There is no fee for
this seminar.
“Come Read to Kalee” will take
place on Friday, October 18, at 3:45
p.m. Kalee, a Cavalier King Charles
Spaniel, returns to the library after a
well-deserved summer vacation. She
is a certified therapy dog and lives in
Mountainside. Participants are asked
to bring two of their favorite books
and come cuddle up and read to Kalee
for five to 10 minutes. This activity is
for beginning readers or older readers. To reserve a spot, call the library.
Brown Bag Academy will be held
on Mondays, October 21 and 28, at
1:15 p.m. The current Great Courses
series, “The American West: History,
Myth, and Legacy” will be presented
by Patrick N. Allitt, Ph.D., of Emory
University. The series proposes that
scenes from countless Western films
have so shaped public conception of
the American West that it is impossible to separate myth from reality. It
also reflects on how “wild” the West
really was and asks if it ever really
was “won.”
“Oboe and Piano Concert” will be
presented on Saturday, October 26, at
2 p.m. Fred Katzenberg (oboe) and
Gary Klein (piano) will perform works
for the oboe from Poulenc, Mozart,
Schumann and Marais. They have
performed at multiple area libraries,
churches and colleges and also have
been featured on WQXR.
Mr. Klein trained at the Mannes

College of Music in New York City
and at the State University of New
York at Purchase. Mr. Katzenberg also
is a graduate of the Mannes College of
Music and studied at McGill University in Montreal and at l’Ecole Normale
de Musique de Paris. The concert will
last between 60 and 90 minutes.
Remaining Tuesday Night Movies for the month of October are A
Dog’s Journey (2018, PG) on October 15; At Eternity’s Gate (2018,
PG-13) on October 22, and Itzhak
(2018, NR) on October 29. All films
start at 6:30 p.m.
To register for programs requiring
it, stop into the library or call the
library at (908) 233-0115. The
Mountainside Public Library is located at 1 Constitution Plaza.
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event, Mr. Isoldi and his colleagues
participated in business sessions
including industry insights led by Mr.
Gorman and took part in panel
Some people think that it’s holding on that makes one strong.
discussions about the wealthiest
markets around the world. Mr. Isoldi
Sometimes it’s letting go.
served as a panelist in a discussion
titled “Bringing the Seller and Buyer
Together in a Complicated Market.”
With more than 60 years of service within the communities in which we live and work,
Each evening closed with a reception
our family law attorneys have the resources and experience to guide you through the
and VIP dinner party, with participants
complex process of divorce.
enjoying a Boston Harbor sunset
dinner cruise and a visit to the U.S.S.
Divorce • Child Support • Alimony • Custody • Children with Special Needs
Constitution. The assembly of real
Post-judgment Modifications • Retirement & Pension • Relocation
estate industry luminaries included
icons affiliated with Coldwell Banker
James McGlewˏII, Esq.
throughout key markets in the United
908.233.6800
States and worldwide.
Mr. Isoldi is a member of the
Coldwell Banker International
Society of Excellence, an award
achieved by only 133 out of 92,000
Coldwell Banker agents worldwide
based on 2018 sales success. He also
ranked No. 1 out of approximately
Westﬁeld • Summit • Red Bank • New York • Philadelphia
3,700 sales associates affiliated with
lindabury.com
Coldwell Banker Residential

Start Your
Sales Engines!

CANTOR FITZGERALD DAY...Mary Robinson, left, Imagine’s executive
director, and Kimiko Glenn from “Orange is the New Black” are pictured at
Cantor Fitzgerald Charity Day on September 11. Ms. Glenn, along with other
celebrities, helped raise millions of dollars for charities around the world and for
Cantor Fitzgerald’s Emergency Relief Fund.
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Congratulations
on your
joyous occasion!
Weddings
Births
Engagements
Anniversarys
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Town Hall to Hold Model Train
Exhibit in Support of Art Scholarship
WESTFIELD – A model train exhibit is to be on display at town hall on
Thursday, October 17, through Sunday, October 27. Trains from both The
Model Railroad Club of Union County
and the Gersten family, whose smallscale model railroad layout was built to
represent major Westfield landmarks,
past and present, will be on display at
the Westfield Town Hall Community
Room, 425 East Broad Street.
The public is invited to see
“Gomez’s Dynamite Model Railway”
on Thursdays and Fridays, October
17, 18, 24, 25 from 3 to 7 p.m.;

Saturdays, October 19, and October
26, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays, October 20 and October 27,
from noon to 4 p.m.
Tickets are available online beginning on Monday, October 7, at 9 a.m.
with a suggested donation of $5, with
a portion of the proceeds to go towards
the Charles Addams Fund, which provides scholarships to Westfield High
School seniors pursuing a career in the
arts. Space is limited, and advance
reservations are recommended. Tickets at the door will only be made
available if space permits.
ACE STUDENTS...Achieving perfect scores on subject tests on the June and July
2019 ACT and the August 2019 SAT, pictured, front row, left to right, are: Clea
Demuynck, Alexis Hammer, Sivaji Turimella and Tara Sullivan; back row, left to
right, are: Grace Endy, Katherine Martinson, Elise Saint-Denis, Kailey Zhao and
Brad Hornbeck, with Westfeld High School Principal Mary Asfendis.

CANDIDATE SLATE...Mayor Shelley Brindle, second from left, endorses Mark
Parmelee for Ward 2, Jim Boyes for Ward 1, Jenn Gilman for Ward 3 and Scott
Katz for Ward 4, pictured left to right.

Building on Progress:
Mayor Shelley Brindle Endorses
Town Council Candidates
November ’s Town Council
election is particularly important for
the future direction of Westfield.
Over the next few years, we will be
making many community-driven and
transformative decisions regarding
Downtown, parking, pedestrian safety,
traffic, fields, parks, and more. To
make the most of this historic
opportunity, we need to elect
independently-minded
and
collaborative Councilpersons that
bring a diverse set of professional
skills and experience to represent you.
We’re incredibly fortunate to have
the following four candidates
running:
Jim Boyes for Ward 1: An
environmental engineer, Jim
currently serves on the reinstated
Green Team and built a career
managing risk.
Mark Parmelee for Ward 2:
Former Manhattan DA’s prosecutor
and currently a partner and
securities litigator for a global law
firm. Mark is a 13-year veteran of
the Washington School Show.
Jenn Gilman for Ward 3: Graduated
magna cum laude from Boston
College, went on to become a public
school teacher, and a legislative
leader for Moms Demand Action,
where she fought for sensible gun
reforms in Trenton.
Scott Katz for Ward 4: Studied
economics at Tulane, operated a
family-owned business for over two
decades, and is prepared to use his
experience to support our Downtown
merchants.
Two years ago, you voted for me,
along with Linda Habgood, Mike
Dardia, David Contract and Dawn
Mackey to bring growth and positive
change to our community. And now
you, again, have the opportunity to
elect four candidates with fresh
perspectives, unencumbered by a
“how things have always been done”
mindset.
As Westfield’s first full-time
Mayor, I’ve worked to ensure our
local government works efficiently,
responsively, and openly on behalf
of all residents, and to lead

proactively to address long-standing
concerns. So far, we:
—Achieved a 0% municipal tax
increase for the first time;
—Maintained a target level of
surplus and a AAA bond rating;
—Prioritized and aggressively
advocated for peak one-seat rides;
—Invested in long neglected
infrastructure and tripled road
paving—the most in Town history;
—Appointed strong, new
community-focused
Police
Department leadership;
—Opened the Town Board &
Commission application process;
—Led unprecedented planning
process to establish long-term holistic
vision for Westfield;
—Transformed
Town
communication with new technology,
social media and live-streaming;
— Created community events like
AddamsFest to drive economic
development—and have some fun!
I’m proud of how hard we’ve
worked to accomplish so much so
quickly. I think you’d agree—we’ve
rolled up our sleeves and focused on
issues that matter to you.
With friends and neighbors on both
sides of the ballot, local elections can
be difficult. But as residents and
taxpayers, we need to expect more
from our elected officials. Providing
basic constituent service and simply
casting a vote at public meetings is
no longer enough. We need
Councilpersons who will do the work
and be unafraid to take active roles in
championing progress.
Politics and party aside, I am
endorsing these four candidates
because they are the best people for
the job at this critical point in time.
On November 5th, vote for
continued progress in Westfield and
elect the Column A candidates Jim
Boyes for Ward 1, Mark Parmelee
for Ward 2, Jenn Gilman for Ward 3,
and Scott Katz for Ward 4! Let’s do
this!
Mayor Shelley Brindle
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Photo courtesy of Franklin School

LET’S PLAY...On September 27, Franklin School in Westfield unveiled a new
playground addition installed over the summer, thanks to the generosity of the
Franklin PTO. Franklin PTO Co-President Kendra Broad said, “We wanted to
celebrate the occasion with a ribbon cutting. The playground has been open for use
since the first day of school and the kids are loving it.” Joining Franklin students at the
ceremony, pictured, front row, left to right, are: teachers Barbara Piatkowski and
David Hancock, Assistant Principal Paul Duncan, Principal Eileen Cambria, Ms.
Broad, Jessica Siegel, Amy Blake and Board of Education Vice-President Amy Root.

WHS Students Earn Perfect
ACT / SAT Scores

100 PERCENT...Westfield High School (WHS) principal Mary Asfendis, pictured
far right, congratulates WHS seniors who received perfect scores on June 2019 SAT
subject tests. Pictured, first row, left to right, are: Ryan Billings, Samuel Ertman,
Max Tennant, Aidan Kilbourn, Grace Endy, Mira Mehta and Abbey Zidel; back
row, left to right, are: Spencer Rothfleisch, Thomas Lupicki, Henry Meiselman,
Alan Solovey, Sivaji Turimella, Kurt Hu, Zachary Fischer and Matthew Arndt.

WESTFIELD — Twenty-five
Westfield High School (WHS)
students achieved perfect scores on
ACT and/or SAT subject areas over
the summer. “I commend you for this
outstanding achievement for it speaks
volumes about your abilities and your
commitment to your education,” said
WHS Principal Mary Asfendis.
The students who achieved perfect
scores are:
June 2019 SAT: Matthew Arndt
(Math 2), Ryan Billings (Math 2),
Grace Endy (Math 2), Samuel Ertman
(Math 2 and Chemistry), Zachary
Fischer (Math 2), Kurt Hu (Physics),
Aidan Kilbourn (Chemistry), Thomas
Lupicki (Math 2), Mira Mehta (Math
2), Henry Meiselman (Math 2),
Spencer Rothfleisch (Math 2), Alan
Solovey (Math 2), Max Tennant (Math
2), Sivaji Turimella (Math 2) and
Abbey Zidel (Biology-M).
June 2019 ACT: Alexis Hammer
(English), Katherine Martinson
(Science, STEM, English), Elisa
Saint-Denis (English) and Tara

Sullivan (Science).
July 2019 ACT: Clea Demuynck
(Math and Reading), Alexis Hammer
(Math) and Brad Hornbeck (Math).
August 2019 SAT: Grace Endy
(Math), Mark Falletta (Math 2), Mira
Mehta (Math and Evidence-Based
Reading and Writing), Maxwell
Scialabba (Math 2), Madeline Stack
(Math 2), Sivaji Turimella (Math)
and Kailey Zhao (Math).

Support Local Journalism
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Walk to School Day
TRIBUTE...Susan Massa, local resident and Realtor with Keller Williams,
donates mums to World War I Memorial. She is pictured here with Craig Gibson,
Supervisor of the Westfield Department of Public Works.

World War I Memorial Gets
an Autumnal Look Donated
By Susan Massa
Susan Massa, local resident and
Real Estate Broker Associate of Keller
Williams, shown with Craig Gibson,
Supervisor of the Westfield
Department of Public Works, created
a beautiful autumn look of white and
yellow mums for the fall festivities in
Westfield and Veterans Day November
11, 2019, honoring all veterans.
The chrysanthemum, or the socalled “golden flower,” is one of the
most beautiful plants and possesses
the power to attract happy
circumstances into our lives. It is a
symbol of autumn, simplicity and ease
of life. The Chrysanthemum flower
got its name from the Greek words
Chrysos, which means gold, and
Anthemon, meaning flower. These two
words combined meant a flower of
gold or gold flower, and the name
itself was the perfect representation of
the beauty and value of this flower and
perfect for the World War I Memorial.
Though it is originally a golden
yellow color, today there are
thousands of different types and
colors in the world that naturally
have their meaning. Thus, the white
mum is the symbol of purity,
spirituality and truth, clarity of
thought; red is a sign of love and
accentuated passion; purple
symbolizes decency and nobility;
blue carries with it calmness and
inspiration, orange is a sign of

“Everyone here wants me to succeed, and I have
grown as a leader and a person because of it.”

– Suvan Bhat, ’20

That’s why it’s

Explore our downtown Jersey City campus...
Fall Open House | Sunday, October 20 | 1-4 p.m.
or anytime at spprep.org/tour

Saint Peter’s Prep
New Jersey’s Jesuit High School Since 1872

progress and warmth; while yellow
symbolizes happiness and joy as well
as a solemn remembrance. The
Triangle of Monuments Plaza, a focal
point to The Town of Westfield, is
cared for by Craig Gibson and
diligently tended by his team from
the DPW: Vinny Brodo, Rock
Steward, Lorenzo Scipioni, John
Giordano, Jr. and Jerry Guarino, and
is possible due to the support of
Administrator Jim Gildea and the
Westfield Council allowing the
freedom to be creative.
The chrysanthemum flower has
several important meanings: Lasting
friendship, True friendship, God energy
and optimism, Rebirth, Enduring life,
Loyalty, Devotion, Love.
From all of the above it is not difficult
to understand that chrysanthemums
are one of the most powerful, and
certainly the most beautiful, symbols
of optimism and caring life. The mum
also has a secret message telling you
to never give up on your dream, be
kind and bring joy to others, have
courage be happy and grateful no
matter what and honor those before us
on November 11, 2019.
The 11th hour of the 11th day of
the 11th month.
That’s when the armistice ending
World War I began in 1918, and that
is the origin of Veterans Day, a U.S.
holiday often confused with
Memorial Day. Memorial Day honors
America’s war dead, while Veterans
Day honors all American veterans,
living and dead, and has a special
emphasis on thanking living veterans
for their service to the country.
In November 1919, one year after
the armistice ending World War I,
President Woodrow Wilson declared
November 11 as the first
commemoration of Armistice Day
with the following words:
“To us in America, the reflections
of Armistice Day will be filled with
solemn pride in the heroism of those
who died in the country’s service and
with gratitude for the victory, both
because of the thing from which it has
freed us and because of the opportunity
it has given America to show her
sympathy with peace and justice in
the councils of the nations.” . . .
In 1938, Congress made November
11 an annual, legal holiday known as
Armistice Day to honor the cause of
world peace, but it was primarily
used to honor World War I veterans.
After World War II, in 1954, the law
was changed, and “Armistice” was
changed to “Veterans.” November
11 became a day to honor veterans of
all American wars.
I’m proud to be a Westfield
Resident.

144 Grand Street | Jersey City, NJ 07302 | T: 201-547-6389 | spprep.org
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Photo Courtesy of BPS PTA

WALK TO SCHOOL…Families were encouraged to walk to school last Friday,
October 4, for the annual Brookside Place School (BPS) Walk to School Day. Before
the school day began, members of the Cranford Police Department (CPD) came out
to support the effort and Sgt. Perrotta spoke about pedestrian and bicycle safety.
Safe walking and bicycling to school will reduce crashes, enables children to
incorporate reg physical activity and healthy habits, reduces vehicle congestion in
and around school grounds, and encourages independence in children, Sgt. Perrotta
said. Pictured are students of BPS and Principal Michael Klimko (pictured back
row, second from left) with CPD officers, left to right, are: School Resource Officer,
Detective Siessel, Sgt. Perrotta, Ptl. Donnerstag, Ptl. Drew, and Sgt. Toy.

Photo courtesy Township of Scotch Plains

WALKING TOGETHER...Scotch Plains Mayor Al Smith walks to school with
children at Evergreen Elementary School for the national Walk to School Day.

Photo courtesy Township of Scotch Plains

HEALTHY HABITS...Township officials joined local students at elementary
schools across Scotch Plains as they participated in Walk to School Day. Mayor
Al Smith was at Coles and Evergreen Elementary School, Councilman Ted Spera
attended McGinn Elementary School and Councilwoman Elizabeth Stamler and
Deputy Township Manager Margaret Heisey were present at School One. Walk
to School Day is an international event celebrated in October each year. Thousands of communities join in with fun and safe Walk to School Day events that get
families, teachers, city staff, and community members walking together, while
educating children and families about the benefits of walking.
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unsustainable. By repurposing or
restoring our existing structures, we
reduce the amount of construction
waste in our landfills, and abstain
from using the natural resources
required for new builds. Additionally,
repurposing a building can create
opportunities for ‘destination spots’
that drive economic growth and
revenue opportunities.
The preliminary findings of the
Master Plan survey show that many
residents are concerned about
teardowns and subdivisions
reinforcing Mayor’s Shelley Brindle’s
emphasis on historic preservation. As
your Ward 1 Councilman, I will
support a pro-growth vision for
Westfield’s future that preserves the
best of our past.
I look forward to earning your vote
on Election Day, November 5. Or,
Early In Person at the Union County
Clerk’s Office on 300 North Avenue
East in Westfield which is now open!
To contact or learn more, email
jim@westfieldtogether.com or visit
boyesforward1.com.
Jim Boyes
Candidate for Westfield
Council, Ward 1

Jenn Gilman for Westfield Council
Over the past few months, Ward 3
neighbors have been reaching out to
me with their long-standing concerns
regarding our roads and sidewalks.
The two most recent include: (1) ADAcompliant curb ramps at the Central
Avenue and Clover Street intersection,
and the absence of them at Clover and
Francis Terrace; and (2) the missing
striping, where recently paved Summit
Avenue intersects Grove Street.
These are outcomes of piece-meal
fixes and years of a reactive approach.
Francis Terrace is visibly in need of
paving, and though Clover Street has
the ADA-compliant curb ramps, they
are ineffectual without the connecting
sidewalk along Central Avenue.
Currently, the curb ramp goes directly
to grass.
These long-standing, fixable issues
need a proactive approach and holistic
solutions. That is why Mayor Shelley
Brindle initiated Westfield’s first
comprehensive review of our
infrastructure by:
Assessing and identifying ways to
make North Avenue from Central
Avenue to South Euclid safer and
more pedestrian friendly, with a
Complete Streets Grant.
Evaluating the condition of every
street in Westfield with Laser Camera
Array technology, which objectively
determines the order of urgency for

repaving. The outcomes and
recommendations will be presented
at a town council meeting in
November.
Our ward 3 neighbors recognize
the difference that repaving 20 miles,
versus the past annual average of just
four, has made to our quality of life.
We need to bring this big picture to
many of the long-standing challenges
in Westfield. Residents expect more
from their elected officials, and I’m
ready for the work ahead as your
Ward 3 councilwoman.
I look forward to earning your vote
on Election Day, November 5. Or,
early in person at the Union County
Clerk’s Office on 300 North Avenue
East in Westfield, which is now open!
To contact or learn more, email
jenn@westfieldtogether.com or visit
gilmanforward3.com.
Jenn Gilman, Ward 3 Westfield
Council Candidate

Write Whatever
You Want ...
We’ll Publish It!
goleader.com/form/bulletin
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Mary Ann Kjetsaa for Garwood BOE

Jim Boyes for Westfield Council
As I continue knocking on doors in
Ward 1, a common concern keeps
coming up: how do we preserve
Westfield’s character in the face of
teardowns?
My wife and I moved to Westfield
for the historic charm and have since
restored one of the oldest houses in
town. One of the primary reasons
people move here is for our charming
neighborhoods and the architecture
that reminds us of our 300-year
history.
Preserving Westfield’s charm has
many benefits:
Economically, buyers are seeking
homes with unique character and
mature trees in Westfield. And by
keeping our housing sizes diverse,
we create options for seniors, firsttime home buyers, and for our current
neighbors downsizing after the kids
move out.
Culturally, preservation highlights
the heritage of our community and
preserves the legacy of important
figures — like Charles Addams —
and our proudest stories. By
stewarding this “sense of place,”
residents are inspired and community
pride is strengthened.
Environmentally, the impact of
unnecessarily tearing down homes is
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I received an interesting question –
does the board meet every month?
Generally, the board meets once a month
for a public/action meeting with smaller
committee meetings like Finance/
Facilities, Education/PR held in between.
Currently, the board is considering
going to a “committee of the whole”
format, which would change the board
meetings to two public meetings with one
of them as a work session and one as an
action meeting. This format requires all
board members to attend two full board
meetings with potentially two non-public
executive sessions. Topics would be
discussed twice. Not a bad thing.
I have experience with both formats.
During my professional education career,

that board used “committee of the whole.”
During service on the Garwood board, I
experienced the individual smaller
committees and one discussion/action
public meeting. I see plus and minus
aspects to both formats. It’s a decision
each board must make. In addition, there
is always the reading and careful digestion
of the board agenda packet prior to each
meeting.
All in all, it’s a big commitment. One
that I take seriously and am willing to
commit the time and energy necessary to
serve. Please support me by voting
Column 5 on November 5.
Mary Ann Kjetsaa, Ph.D.
Candidate for Garwood Board of Ed.

Jenn Gilman for Ward 3
LEADER AT CHARLOTTE SPEEDWAY...Rich Bodmer of Westfield, a candidate for Westfield Town Council, holds his Westfield Leader while at Charlotte
Motor Speedway with Bill Kane.

Scott Katz for Westfield Council
Like so many of you, I’ve spent many
hours on our fields as a coach and a
cheering dad. And in traveling with my
son to other towns for baseball, the
difference in the condition of Westfield’s
fields could not be more stark.
For at least a decade we’ve been living
with the effects of an ad hoc and reactive
approach to stewarding Westfield’s nine
public parks and fields. In the absence of
a long-term vision and comprehensive
plan, we haven’t kept up with the growing
needs of our community.
My wife and I bought our house 20
years ago because it was across the street
from Tamaques Park. In 2017, a $6.8million Tamaques turf field project was
being planned, which would have
permanently altered one of Westfield’s
most treasured public parks. Most
alarming, this plan was proposed without
any broad community input, and certainly
none from the Tamaques neighbors.
My family never heard from our Ward
4 councilman alerting us to the recreation
commission’s proposal. If he had, I
would’ve asked the following questions
about the 2017 Tamaques field proposal:
Does it accommodate growth
projections for youth sports, considering
it only turfs an existing field without
adding capacity?
Is there a proposed parking solution, or
will it exacerbate an already absurd
parking problem?
Where’s the traffic study ensuring this
proposal doesn’t increase bicycle and
pedestrian safety issues?
What, if any, field options and locations
were otherwise considered?
I don’t believe I would’ve received the
answers because the due diligence wasn’t
done. The Tamaques field proposal was
an example of a hurried ‘fix’, instead of
the right solution.
There’s no question — we need to
couple protecting the natural spaces that
make Westfield special with the pressing
need for fields that make our community
proud. It’s doable, and Mayor Brindle

has taken the first critical step by initiating
a Westfield’s first ever Parks and
Recreation Strategic Plan, and asking for
our input.
And we responded! With 40,000 votes
on the public survey, and huge attendance
at the public workshops, the community
is finally part of the process.
This comprehensive plan will establish
a long-term strategic vision intended to
preserve our natural spaces while finally
delivering modern recreation facilities,
athletic fields, bicycle paths, walking
trails, and recreation programs for all
residents of all ages and abilities. And
Tamaques Park will be central to this
plan.
Whether it’s our kids’ flag football
games, cycling with friends, or pushing a
stroller around the park — Tamaques
brings us together in so many ways. I look
forward to receiving the Strategic Plan
recommendations knowing that whatever
solutions are proposed, they were driven
by our friends and neighbors. As your
Ward 4 councilman, I will ensure our
community is always at the forefront of
not only identifying our challenges, but
being a part of the solutions.
I look forward to earning your vote on
Election Day on November 5. Or, Early
In Person at the Union County Clerk’s
Office on 300 North Avenue East in
Westfield, which is now open! To contact
or
learn
more,
email
scott@westfieldtogether.com or visit
katzforward4.com.
Scott Katz, Ward 4 Town Council
Candidate
Westfield
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Continued Support
of Local Journalism
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As the co-leaders of the Union
County chapter of Moms Demand
Action for Gun Sense in America, we
are writing to you and the residents of
Ward 3 in Westfield in support of
Jenn Gilman and her candidacy for
Town Council.
We first met Jenn 4 years ago at the
founding of our local chapter of
Moms Demand Action, a volunteer
gun violence prevention group
fighting for a safer America, where
she took on the role of legislative
lead. Jenn was in charge of tracking
bills at the state and federal level, and
keeping our supporters informed on
bills we supported and how to help
them come into law.
Through her work as legislative
lead, Jenn quickly learned how to get
things done at every level of
government, a skill that further equips
her to be an effective member of the
Westfield Town Council. Jenn
continues to commit herself to our
chapter and the gun violence
prevention movement, and is always

ready to help if it means making our
kids and families safer from gun
violence.
A testimonial to her commitment
to gun violence prevention is the
endorsement she received from
Everytown for Gun Safety, the largest
gun violence prevention advocacy
group in the country.
Jenn is a passionate and empathetic
advocate for families in so many
ways, whether it be through her work
on gun safety, her years as a public
school teacher, or her passion for
making Westfield the best town it can
be. We are confident that Jenn has
not only the knowledge and
experience to be a great asset to Ward
3 and the town of Westfield, but the
passion and caring, as well.
Jessica Grant & Patti Fico,
Moms Demand Action for
Gun Sense in America
Union County Chapter
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Seniors for Jim Boyes!
I’ll say it ... I’m a senior citizen and
I’m not going anywhere! And I
support Jim Boyes for Town Council!
When I first met Jim and heard him
speak about his vision for Westfield,
I knew he was the right person to help
steward our town into the future for
all generations.
So much of my life is in Westfield.
My husband and I raised our daughter
here and now she is raising her own
family here, too. Our three
grandchildren attend the schools and
play in the same park we brought
their mother to when she was their
age.
My husband and I love walking to
town, dining in our favorite
restaurants, and working out at the
YMCA. We feel fortunate to live in
this town and take pride in our

continued participation in a
community and a school system that
are helping shape the lives of our
grandchildren.
My husband and I also feel
fortunate to have the perspective of
living for decades in Westfield. Under
Mayor Brindle’s leadership,
Westfield is on the right track. We
love living here more today than ever
before.
These are a few of the reasons why
I am voting for Jim Boyes to be our
next Ward 1 Councilman. I encourage
you to vote for Jim on Tuesday,
November 5th.
Lee Corcoran
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

New senior living apartment homes at
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Lantern Hill NOW
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OPEN

Announcing the NEW apartment homes and amenities at
Lantern Hill, the premier senior living community in New
Providence. Our new residence building, Bell Pavilion, is now
open, featuring stunning ﬂoor plans with high-end ﬁnishes, like
the stylish Belvedere.

AMC Mountainside 10

5RXWH0RXQWDLQVLGH1-

The Belvedere
One bedroom, one and a half bath
with screened-in balcony or patio.

Screened-In
Balcony/Patio
13’0” x 5’7”

:HGQHVGD\2FWREHU
SP

:HGQHVGD\2FWREHU
SP
Living/Dining Area
18’1” x 14’5”
Bedroom
13’10” x 14’6”

Linen

Walk-In
Closet
7’7” x 4’8”

W/D

DW

Bath

Kitchen
10’0” x 9’0”
Powder
Room
P.

0RQGD\2FWREHU
SP

0RQGD\1RYHPEHU
SP

7XHVGD\1RYHPEHU
SP

Ref.

ONLY A LIMITED NUMBER OF NEW HOMES REMAIN!

Call 1-800-208-1976 for your free brochure.

13796488

Tix at www.jccnj.org or Film Festival Hotline at 908-889-8800 x208.

0DGHSRVVLEOHE\IXQGVIURPWKH8QLRQ&RXQW\2Ư
  FHRI&XOWXUDODQG
+HULWDJH$ƪDLUVDSDUWQHURIWKH1HZ-HUVH\6WDWH&RXQFLORQWKH$UWV

New Providence
LanternHillCommunity.com
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SPORTS

SPF’S FARLEY WINS A-AROUND, COUGAR BLOWE 2ND

By DAVID B. CORBIN

Stiff competition resulted in some
very impressive individual scores at
the 18th Annual Cougar Invitational
Gymnastics meet held in Cranford on
October 3 but this time a superb team
effort earned the Scotch PlainsFanwood Raiders the title by a wide
margin. The Raiders recorded a season-high, and possibly an all-time SPF
high, total of 109.225, nearly four

points higher than the hosting Cougars, who placed second with a total
of 105.35.
The Westfield Blue Devils finished
third with a total of 104.975, followed by the Summit Hilltoppers at
103.7. The Union Farmers posted a
98.8 to take fifth and the Dayton
Bulldogs took sixth at 95.825. The
Union Catholic Vikings finished seventh at 72.8.
Prior to the meet Cougar Head
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Raider Gymnasts Capture 1st
At 18th Annual Cougar Invit’l
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Coach Michele Charney-Hulse said,
“The county is really strong. Summit’s
good, Westfield’s good, Scotch Plains
is good. There’s like four that are
really close to each other. It’s going to
be a good meet.”
Raider Head Coach Lisa Cerchio
was optimistic about her chances.
“We have a very strong team this
year. We came in with a very talented
group of freshmen to add to last year’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRIPPING UP THE RUNNER...Raider junior linebacker Jack Manville, No. 55, gets a hand on Lion Dylan Farina, No. 4,
to throw him for a loss during Senior Day at Scotch Plains on October 5. North Hunterdon won 33-21.

MARTIN 92 YD KICKOFF TD, 62-YD TD RUN, 7-YD TD RUN

North Hunterdon Lions Foil
SPF Raider Gridders, 33-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More photos at goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR INVITATIONAL CHAMPIONS...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders captured first at the 18th Annual
Cranford Invitational Gymnastics Meet at Cranford High School on October 4.

SHAPIRO 2 TD PASSES, ALLIEGRO 132 RUSH YDS, 2 TDS

Westfield Blue Devils Trample
Elizabeth Footballers, 34-12
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield defeated Elizabeth, 3412, in a varsity football game played
on October 4 at Williams Field in

Elizabeth. Quarterback Hank Shapiro
completed 14-of-20 passes for 131
yards and two touchdowns. The senior signal caller ran for another score.
Tailback Tim Alliegro rushed for 132

yards and two touchdowns. The win
was the 100th career victory for head
coach Jim DeSarno.
The Blue Devils struggled early in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

More photos at goleader.com
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Moments of glory were overshadowed by mental mistakes and emotions and it cost the Scotch PlainsFanwood football Raiders dearly in a
33-21 setback to the North Hunterdon
Lions on Senior Day in Scotch Plains
on October 5. An early mental mistake cost the 2-3 Raiders a 62-yard
touchdown reception and set the stage
for more mental mistakes then losses
of emotional control at the beginning
of the second half dug a deep hole that
they were unable to climb of.
The moments of glory came both
offensively and defensively. Junior
running back Shawn Martin returned
a kickoff 92 yards for a touchdown
then with fine blocking from his offensive line added rushing touchdowns of 62 yards and seven yards.
Martin finished with 16 carries for
150 yards and added an eight-yard
reception.
The Raiders’ defensive line and
linebackers came up with numerous

throws for losses and five quarterback sacks. Junior lineman Kenny
Yeager and junior linebacker Jack
Manville, along with senior lineman
Nick Johns, sophomore Tom Schmidt
and junior linebacker Alex Werkheiser
were involved in the majority of those
throwbacks. Juniors Meech Laylor
and Christian Piesch each recorded
an interception.
“Playing in the ‘D-line’ is a mentality. I’m going to be here all day. I’m
going to come at you with all my
forces. I am going to give everything
I have. That’s what the defense is
about now. It’s not the defense that
we’ve seen over the past couple of
years where we just lay down after we
get scored on. It’s a 100 percent effort
all the time from everyone on the
team,” Yeager emphasized.
“There were some glimpses of
strong defense. I think the coach this
week did a really good job of lining us
up in the right spots. For the most part,
we did tackle well but there were
some plays that we didn’t wrap up and

they got free, so we got to limit those,”
Manville pointed out.
“On defense, we were really good
in the second half. This week we are
going to push harder. I think this week
we are going to push harder and the
coach is going to set the tone for us,”
Martin said.
The 3-2 Lions got the first jump on
the opening kickoff that they returned
to the 31-yard line. Seven plays later
quarterback Chris Solino connected
with wide receiver Dylan Farina for a
27-yard touchdown with 9:33 on the
clock and with the successful point
after (PAT) the Lions had a 7-0 lead
The Raiders appeared to answer
immediately when junior quarterback
Hayden Widder tossed a long bomb
down the left sideline to Piesch, who
sprinted into the end zone for a 62yard touchdown but a flag brought the
ball back to the 28. Shaken but not
totally rattled the Raiders continued
and drove to the Lion 16 but Widder’s
pass was intercepted by Farina at the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Laure Ortiz for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CAUSING A FUMBLE...Blue Devil linebacker Matt Shinners jars the ball loose from Minuteman Wendel Cadet, No. 12,
at Williams Field in Elizabeth on October 4. The Blue Devils defeated the Minutemen, 34-12.

Coldwell Banker Wesƞield West & Elite ProperƟes Presents:

Westfield Woods

Open House ~ Sunday October 13th ~ 1-4pm

3601 Park Place, Springfield
Easy living awaits you in the very desirable Park Place Gated Community with pool,
tennis and clubhouse! This stunning end unit townhouse, impeccably maintained, is
light, bright and spacious with open floor plan and offers many recent improvements.
Polished hardwood floors flow under foot in Living Room and Dining Room. The updated eat-in Kitchen opens to Family Room with fireplace and sliders to private Patio.
The king size Master Suite with generous closet space and private bath, twin sized 2nd
Bedroom, Hall Bath, and Loft/Office area complete the 2nd floor. Laundry Room is on
1st floor. Garage is attached. The basement offers additional living space with a large
Recreation Room, Kitchenette, Office and large Storage Room. Minutes to Westfield’s
fine dining and shopping, Echo Lake Park, and easy NYC transportation. $375,000.

For additional information or a private tour,
please call:

Carol Tener

Patrick A. Manfra Jr, Broker Sales Associate
908.370.1046 Cell
908.233.0065 Oĸce
patrick.manfra@cbmoves.com

Sales Associate

1-$5&LUFOHRI([FHOOHQFH²

Call Direct: (908) 400-3670

All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed. Subject to errors and omissions.
©2019 Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark
licensed to Coldwell Banker® Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal
Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC. If your property is listed with a
real estate broker, please disregard. It is not our intention to solicit the offerings of other real
estate brokers.

1RUWK$YHQXH:HVW:HVWILHOG1-

2IILFH  

2ZQHGDQGRSHUDWHGE\157,QFRUSRUDWHG

"HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN'T EXPENSIVE - IT'S PRICELESS."
FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker/Sales Associate
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

FRANKDISOLDI
FRANKISOLDI@GMAIL.COM
CELL: 908-787-5990
THEISOLDICOLLECTION.COM

209 Central Avenue, Westfield
Office: 908-233-5555

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.
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Westfield Tobacco & News

7-11 of Westfield

7-11 of Mountainside

7-11 of Garwood

Westfield Mini Mart

Kwick Mart Food Store

Mountain Deli

108 Elm St. (Leader)

1200 South Ave., W. (Leader/Times)

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

309 North Ave. (Leader)

301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

190 South Ave. (Times)

2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

7-11 on Central Ave

Shoprite Supermarket

King's Supermarket

Baron's Drug Store

Scotch Hills Pharmacy

Wallis Stationery

Krauszer's

800 Central Ave. (Leader)

563 North Ave. (Leader)

300 South Ave. (Leader)

243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Blue Devils Trample Elizabeth Gridders, 34-12
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

a defensive slugfest with the Minutemen. Elizabeth (1-4) gave a spirited
effort that led to a scoreless opening
quarter. The home team applied steady
pressure to Shapiro and smacked down
several passes at the line of scrimmage
that scuttled Blue Devil drives.
“Credit to Elizabeth,” said Shapiro
of his first quarter struggles. “They
gave a heck of a fight out there in the
first half on defense. They were knocking down a lot of my passes. So I
really have to move my feet better and
do a better job of getting the ball to my
receivers. That was unacceptable on

know John does a really good job of
running that route. The offensive line
did a great job of giving me time and
I was able to put the ball in a place
where John (Czarnecki) could make
a play. It was a great call by Coach
DeSarno. We do that play every week
in practice and it was a good opportunity to run that play in that situation.”
The extra point was no good and
the Blue Devils had a 6-0 lead with
7:25 remaining before the half.
Westfield’s defense forced a punt and
the offense was back out on the field

But Westfield quickly reestablished
control of the game with a bruising
eight-play, 57-yard march for a touchdown on the opening drive of the third
quarter. Alliegro did much of the work
and capped off the drive by plowing
into the end zone for a three-yard
touchdown run. Alliegro probed the
middle then spun outside and found
pay dirt at the 7:26 mark.
The Westfield defense continued
to dominate, forcing another punt and
allowing the offense to take possession at the 38-yard line. Another churning scoring march followed. Once

Alex Lowe for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL SENIORS...Pictured, left to right, are: Chris Giglio, Jeremy Silber, Ronit Rao, Eric Ellner, Camilo CardenasCaceres, John DeSena, Eli Carayannopoulos, Andrew Echausse and Nick Senyk.

GIGLIO NETS 2 GOALS; SILBER, MEACOCK GET ASSISTS

Westfield Tops Hopewell Valley
On Boys Soccer Senior Day, 2-0
By ALEX LOWE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School Blue
Devils celebrated Senior Day in fine
style with a 2-0 victory over Hopewell
Valley in a boys soccer game played
on October 5 at Koehler Stadium in
Westfield. Senior Chris Giglio scored
a pair of goals to lead the Blue Devil
attack which looked as good as it has
all season.
“To be quite honest, I think we’ve
played very well in our last couple of
matches,” said Westfield Head Coach
Eric Shaw. “The difference today was
we finished our chances here. The
match against Princeton was a very
similar style game where we had much
of the ball and good possession, with
good shape and organization. We just
lacked that quality of finishing and
one or two goals is often the difference.”
Giglio certainly provided a quality
finish when he broke a scoreless tie in
the 18th minute of play. Giglio received a ball from fellow senior Jeremy Silber, then proceeded to curl a
shot around the Hopewell Valley
goaltender that found a home in the
corner of the net.
“The ball was played to me by
Jeremy Silber,” said Giglio. “I was

able to turn and just take a couple of
touches and get a shot off from around
twenty yards out. I got it into the
bottom right corner.”
Westfield took a 1-0 lead into the
break despite having controlled play
throughout much of the first half. The
Blue Devil attack looked smooth and
easily could have been up by a couple
of goals if not for the stellar play of
Hopewell Valley goalkeeper Liam
May. The senior Bulldog goalie impressed with several nice stops in the
first half. The inability to get separation goals has been a problem for
Westfield at times during the season.
“We’ve been working on it,” said
Shaw. “As a group, we know that is
what we struggle with. The final product. We have good shape and good
organization. The goaltender for them
came up with one good save in the
first half. They got one through ball
but other than that I don’t think they
had any real quality opportunities.
We played real well in the back. That
is where our strength lies but in order
to win games, you’ve got to score and
that has been what we’ve lacked in the
losses that we’ve suffered. Against
Princeton, Elizabeth and Scotch
Plains, we had good play but no goals
to show for it.”

DUGHI, HEWIT & DOMALEWSKI

Criminal Defense Matters
State and Municipal Criminal Court
Motor Vehicle Tickets • DWI

Giglio provided the insurance goal
in the 58th minute with his second
score of the game.
“Henry Meacock got it on the right
side and he was able to play it back in
to me. I turned past the defender and
I was able to just sort of dink it past the
goaltender. We showed a lot patience
today. Our midfielders did a great job
with their spacing. It can be a bit
frustrating because we only got two
goals and we felt like we could have
had more.”
Westfield had little trouble defending the 2-0 lead. The Blue Devils
cruised home to victory with their
defense keeping the visiting Bulldogs
from any sustained threats. Hopewell
Valley which started the season 7-0,
fell to 9-5 with the loss. Westfield (53-2) turned in one of its best efforts of
the season and appears to be coming
together at the right moment. With
games this week against Scotch Plains,
Elizabeth and Summit at hand, the
timing could not be better.
“As a team, we want to be patient,”
said Shaw. “We don’t want to go a
hundred miles an hour, kind of wear
teams down in some respects but at
the same time we want to be aware of
when we can go forward and when we
don’t need to or can’t. That all comes
from being comfortable with one another and I think it is something they
are learning as we head into the most
important part of our season with the
tournaments coming up.”
Hopewell Valley
Westfield
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1

0
1

0
2

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
goleader.com/form/classified
PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF NEW JERSEY
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL
LIMITED BREWERY LICENSE

Call Brandon Minde, Former Prosecutor
Mention this ad for a complimentary conference

340 North Avenue, Cranford, NJ
(908) 272-0200 • www.dughihewit.com

Take notice that Lions Roar Brewing
Company, LLC has applied to the Director
of the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control for a Limited Brewery License for the
premises situated at 517-519 South Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey.
Objections, if any, should be made immediately in writing to the Director of the
Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control,
P.O. Box 087, Trenton, New Jersey 086250087.
Corinne and Timothy Grant
211 North Scotch Plains Avenue
Westfield, New Jersey 07090
2 T - 10/10/19
& 10/17/19, The Leader
Fee: $35.70
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PRODUCTIVE EVENING AT ELIZABETH...Blue Devil running back Tim Alliegro, No. 5, rushed for 132 yards and two
touchdowns against the Elizabeth Minutemen at Williams Field in Elizabeth on October 5.

my end. At halftime we did a really
good job of adjusting.”
After Blue Devil defensive back
Jordan Ortiz recovered a fumble at
the Elizabeth 38-yard line with 8:42
to go in the half, Shapiro and the rest
of the offense came to life. It took
Westfield just three plays to move
into the red zone. Then facing a second and three situation from the 11yard line, Shapiro rolled to his right
then threw back to the opposite corner of the end zone where he found
John Czarnecki for a touchdown.
“That was a play that we have in
our goal line set,” said Shapiro. “I

V-Ball Blue Devils
Stop Minutemen, 2-0
The Westfield High School girls
volleyball team improved to 10-2
with a 25-11, 25-12, victory over
the Elizabeth Lady Minutemen on
October 3. Jessica Schlewitt provided 10 assists, four service points
with an ace, and three digs. Kerry
Donovan notched six kills and
added a block, four digs and a service point. Uzi Ijoma had six kills,
eight service points with four aces,
and two digs.
Julia Becker had 13 digs and five
service points with a pair of aces.
Stephanie Margolies had three kills,
seven digs and five service points
with two aces. Sintra Rumpeters
had five assists and a kill. Chelsea
Suan had four assists and a kill.
Lydia Nisita had four kills, five
service points with three aces, two
digs and an assist. Gianna
Mangiamele notched a pair of kills,
Emma Hanley had three service
points with an ace, a kill and a dig,
and Audrey Heber had two kills,
two digs and a service ace.

again, this time starting from their 27yard line with 5:13 left in the half.
Shapiro guided the offense on a methodical drive down the field which
ended with another touchdown pass,
this time to Griffin Rooney from 16
yards out that gave the Blue Devils a
13-0 lead with 1:04 to play before the
break. Shapiro sprinted out to his
right and found a wide open Rooney
by the pylon for the score.
“That was also a play that we run
every day,” said Shapiro. “It was one
of the first plays that we put in during
the summer. Griffin (Rooney) ran an
unbelievable route. Again, the line
did a great job. He was wide open, so
everyone did their job on that play
and it worked out well.”
The Westfield special teams allowed Elizabeth to return the ensuing
kickoff for a touchdown, sending the
two teams into the locker room with
the Blue Devils ahead 13-6.

again it was Alliegro punching it in
off tackle for a one-yard touchdown
run on third-and-goal. Alliegro’s score
put the Blue Devils up 27-6 with 2:25
remaining in the third quarter.
Shapiro would cap the scoring for
Westfield with a one-yard touchdown
run with :30 seconds left in the third
quarter and the competitive phase of
this game was over. Westfield improved to 3-1 on the season.
The Minutemen scored in the fourth
quarter but Ortiz blocked the point
after attempt.
“All credit needs to go to our defense,” said Shapiro. “They would
have had a shutout if not for a special
teams touchdown and then the touchdown they got on the turnover on the
last play of the game. They did a
fantastic job of getting things started
for us today.”
Westfield
Elizabeth
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Goods & Services Directory
ANGELO QUERQUES
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
ALL TYPES OF MASONRY WORK

Handyman
Mr. Reliable

(908) 462.4755

Paver Walkways
Sidewalks
Steps
Culture Stone
Water Proofing
Phone: 973-672-7599
Cell: 973-222-7335

OLIVER A

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS
PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE
BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

PAVING
Driveways • Parking Lots
Seal Coating • Railroad Ties
Belgian Block Curbing
Drainage Problems
Cement Sidewalks
“Serving the area for over 60 years”

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

908-753-7281

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • Call Jeff at 908-232-4407 • email Ad PDF to sales@goleader.com

Dale Horton for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NOT A TEAR OFF JERSEY...Blue Devil running back Shane Carlin, No. 20, tries
to get free from the slight grasp of a Minuteman defender during the game at
Williams Field in Elizabeth on October 4.

Blue Devil Volleyball Sets
Annual Pink Out Fundraiser
The Westfield High School girls
volleyball teams will host their 11th
Annual PINK OUT Fundraiser this
Friday, October 11, where all proceeds are directly benefiting Susan G.
Komen of North Jersey. The visiting
team will be the Bridgewater-Raritan
Panthers. The freshman game will
begin at 4 p.m. with the Junior Varsity
game following at 5:30 p.m. The main
event will be the varsity game at 7
p.m.
The event is expected to be a family-filled night benefiting the Susan
G. Komen of North Jersey. Enjoy a
night full of three exciting volleyball
games, a silent auction/tricky tray,
contests for the whole family, a food

court and a very special ceremony to
honor those affected by Breast Cancer.
Individuals can plan to be apart of
this event by attending, honoring yourself or a loved one, by becoming a
sponsor or by donating merchandise,
gift cards or food for the event.
October is Breast Cancer Awareness month, the Westfield High School
girls’ volleyball team is making the
first step towards a world without
breast cancer by raising funds to stop
this disease that affects 1 in 8 women
during their lifetime. Choose to help
in this event and be able to say, “I
made a difference in the fight against
breast cancer!”
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North Hunterdon Foils Raider Gridders, 33-21
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

three and returned to the Raider 47
where the Lions took just four plays
to add another touchdown when running back Jake Taylor scooted in from
the 12 for a 13-0 lead. The PAT failed.
Widder began to engineer another
drive from the 19 and got the ball to
the SPF 38. Then Martin broke
through into the open field but lost
control of the ball and the Lions recovered it on their own 39-yard line.
However on the very next play, Laylor
intercepted Solino’s long pass at the
five and returned it to midfield.
After a Raider three-and-out, the
Lions chewed up the clock and the
turf with a 15-play, 72-yard scoring

gap and I just ran as fast as I could,”
Martin described.
Momentum seemed to shift a bit as
the Raiders stopped the Lions’ next
possession and were back in business
with the ball resting on their own 44.
After a five-yard penalty, Martin got
great blocking and broke free for a
31-yard gain to the Lions’ 25. However three plays later, Widder’s pass
was intercepted by Jacob Lavigne at
the 17.
The Raiders began the second half
on fire but the fire turned out to be
greatly misdirected as personal fouls,
pushing and shoving, face mask calls,
roughing the passer and unsportsman-

the end zone from seven yards out.
“In the first half, we came out slow.
At halftime, we realized our mistakes
and started pushing. But then there
were the penalties, especially that big
one,” Martin said.
“I think we were pretty evenly
matched but penalties killed us, mental errors but as we grow as a team, I
think we can beat a team like North
Hunterdon,” Manville said.
“I think we came out slow in the
beginning but when we realized our
mistakes and we weren’t making any
progress, we changed our direction
and we decided to fight back. This
team I know them very well. We bend

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRYING TO HEAD HIM OFF AT THE PASS...Cougar defensive end Aidan Plick, No. 60, attempts to head Spartan
quarterback Pelton Esannason, No. 10, off at the pass. The Cougars defeated Immaculata, 31-8, in Cranford on October 4.

JOHNSON, KATZ, KALNINS, ‘KORZ’ TDs; DAUTAGA FG

Cougar Footballers Ambush
Immaculata Spartans, 31-8
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHEWING UP THE YARDAGE...Raider junior running back Shawn Martin, No. 3, rushed for 150 yards, which included
touchdown runs of 62 yards and seven yards. He also had a 92-yard kickoff return for a touchdown.

drive that ended with Taylor’s oneyard touchdown plunge for a 19-0
lead with 5:56 left in the half. The
PAT failed.
“Throughout the first half, they kind
of killed us in the flats. They were throwing quick passes and getting downfield
and moving the ball. I think if we play
another team that has this style, we got to
shift from a run stop defense to a spread
defense,” Manville said.
On the ensuing kickoff, the Raiders
caught a breath of hope when Martin
caught the ball on the right side at the
eight, hooked toward the center then
sprinted down the left sideline for his
92-yard touchdown, taking only 16
seconds off the clock. The successful
PAT made the score 19-7.
“On the kickoff return, the front
line blocked really well, opened the

like penalties showered them, allowing the Lions to skip down to the twoyard line where Taylor scored to make
the score 27-7.
“I think the big word this week in
practice was focus and I think we just
need to be more focused on game day.
We need to dial in and treat it like a
work day,” Yeager stressed.
A squib kick gave the Raiders good
field possession on the 38 where
Martin found an opening and dashed
62 yards for the touchdown with 6:23
left in the third quarter.
Late in the fourth quarter the Lions
completed a six-play, 64-yard drive
when Taylor scored from the two with
3:19 remaining to make the score 3314. The Raiders responded with an 11play, 72-yard scoring drive when Widder
pitched out to Martin, who hooked into

sometimes but we never break. We
are never down for the count. We are
there until the end,” Yeager expressed.
Because nearly the entire starting
team is comprised of juniors and
sophomores, the Raiders are optimistic about their future.
“We are really building our foundation here. Even if we don’t get what
we want some games. I think we are
moving in the right direction with
coach Holman, Kane, all the coaches
are getting us in the right place,”
Manville said.
“Being a young team I see it as one
team win can be two wins as seniors
next year because it’s one more year
where we learn how to play football
with each other,” Yeager said.
No. Hunterdon
Sc Pl-Fanwood
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Cougars Edge Blue Devils, 1-0, in Girls Soccer Clash
Cougar senior Maggie Murray scored a second-half goal to guide the Cranford High School girls soccer team to
a 1-0 victory over the Westfield Blue Devils at Kehler Stadium in Westfield on October 7.

Defense contained the Spartans’
running game, while the offense added
more artillery to its arsenal to record
four touchdowns and a field goal
resulting in a 31-8 Cranford Cougar
victory over Immaculata at Memorial
Field in Cranford on October 4. Fine
blocking from the offensive line
allowed the 3-1 Cougars to amass 199
rushing yards and gave quarterback
Connor Katz enough time to complete
10 passes for 193 yards, which
included an 80-yard touchdown strike
to wide receiver Tom Korzeneski.
The Cougars’ “Mad-Cat” defense
sacked Spartan quarterback Pelton
Esannason five times and added six
throws for losses (TFL). Only once
did a Spartan gain more than 10 yards
on a carry when Esannason scampered
for 11 yards. With the big linemen led
by senior Patrick Blowe plugging up
the holes, the linebackers and
defensive backs recorded the bulk of
the tackles. Matt Coates was involved

in 12 tackles as was Nate Caldwell,
who had a TFL. Nick Librera was
involved in nine tackles, including a
pair of TFLs. Jake Chapman assisted
in 11 tackles, Kevin Keogh had six
tackles and Mike Kalnins was
involved in eight tackles, including a
sack and a TFL.
“We prepared all week for it. This
was our original defense that is like a
4-2. But we came out in a 3-3 which is
our defense we ran all summer. We
knew what to do. We were comfortable
and we just dominated them,” Blowe
said.
The Cougars did, however, have
difficulty with the Spartans’ bizarre
five-man shift maneuver, which did
lead to a number of off-side penalties,
especially in the first half until the
Cougars finally adjusted.
“It’s all our fault we weren’t ready
for it. We have prepared a little bit for
it but I don’t think we’ve seen it like
that, especially with the whole line
shifting but we adjusted. We had much
fewer end of the game penalties. We

fixed it and I think we did a good job
handling it overall,” Blowe said.
Esannason also was limited to just
two receptions for 13 yards in the first
half but due to necessity, he managed
to complete five of eight passes for 79
yards in the second half to total 92
yards.
After the Spartans’ first series
quickly ran out of gas, the Cougars
got the ball on the 20 and on the very
first play, Katz spotted Korzeneski
sprinting down the right sideline and
fired a bomb resulting in the 80-yard
touchdown with 8:58 on the clock.
Diar Dautaga kicked the point after
(PAT).
“Usually I know what the first play
is going to be. I didn’t know until we
went out there. Tommy ran a great
route. Mike Kalnins did a great job of
setting it up for him. It was a little bit
of a pick play. They crossed and
Tommy came open. I had to get the
ball to him. He did the rest. He outran
everybody. It was a great way to start
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

COLDWELL BANKER

&

E X P E R I E N C E , T R U S T, R E L I A B I L I T Y S E RV I C E
OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 13th • 1-4PM
21 Mountainview Drive, Mountainside

More photos at goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MASSIVE SCRAMBLE AT THE NET...Blue Devil co-captain Faith Dobosiewicz, No. 17, attempts to deter Cougar Sophia
Montague, No. 16, from taking a shot at the Blue Devil goal during the game in Westfield on October 7.

Perched on beautifully landscaped .36 acre of property in ‘convenient to downtown Mountainside’ location.
Meticulously maintained 3 bedroom, 2.1 bath center hall style colonial. Elegant entrance foyer with leaded
glass side lights sets the tone for tastefully appointed rooms accented with custom millwork. Newer kitchen
with granite counters and breakfast bar. The enclosed porch with new sliders is a perfect three season retreat.
Spacious master bedroom with walk in closet and bath. Lower level with recreation room/exercise area - a
great room for fun and games. Picture Perfect setting for this bright and sunny home. Offered at $895,000.

Bernadette Houston, CRB
Broker / Salesperson
Cell: 908-209-3370
BMHouston460@gmail.com
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LOOSE BALL NEAR THE NET...Blue Devils Mikaela Buoscio, No. 5, and Alyssa Martinez, No. 24, along with Cougars
Abby Ahern, No. 19, and Claire Ganley, No. 8, observe a loose ball near the Cranford goal area.

Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2019 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved.
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Operated by a subsidiary of NRT LLC. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.

WESTFIELD EAST OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555
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Devil’s Den

DeSarno notches No. 100;
Harriers Streak Hits 114
By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PRESSURING THE QUARTERBACK...Cougar Liam Loughlin, No. 2, puts pressure on Immaculata quarterback Pelton
Esannason, No. 10, at Memorial Field in Cranford on October 4. The Cougars applied a lot of pressure and won 31-8.

Cougars Ambush Immaculata Spartans, 31-8
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

the game,” Katz explained.
Thanks to their bizarre shifting that
caused the Cougar linemen to jump
offside a number of times, the Spartans
prolonged a drive until they were
finally stopped at the Cranford 24.
Six plays later, Katz saw an opening
in the middle of the field and galloped
25 yards for the touchdown with 11:54
left in the second quarter. On that
drive, Korzeneski had a 26-yard
reception and running back Dennis
DeMarino (7 carries, 44 yards) had
carries of eight and nine yards.
On the ensuing kickoff, Caldwell
made a devastating tackle. Two TFLs
and a sack later, the Spartans had to
punt and the ball came to rest on the
Immaculata 44. The Cougars
advanced to the one where Marcus
Johnson (6 carries, 57 yards) plunged
in for an apparent touchdown but it
was negated and the ball was brought
back to the 14. Dautaga then kicked
his 31-yard yard field goal with 7:02
on the clock, making the score 17-0.
Just before the half, the Cougars

Soccer Cougars Beat
West Essex Girls, 1-0
Senior Claire Ganley on a throwin assisted senior Maggie Murray to
lead the 9-1 Cranford High School
girls soccer team past 8-3 West Essex
on October 4.

were on a roll again when Katz hooked
up with wide receiver Arjun Petgrave
for respective gains of 20 yards and
16 yards to put the ball on the Spartan
13. Kalnins then carried to the five
where the ball was jarred loose and
rolled into the end zone for a
touchback.
The Cougars received the kickoff
to open the second half. After a 17yard run from Johnson and a 20-yard
run from Katz the ball was on the 32
where Johnson weaved his way into
the end zone. But once again a holding
call negated his touchdown. However
an 11-yard reception by Cole Blazek
(2 receptions, 24 yards) and a 15-yard
gain by Johnson put the ball on the 18
where Kalnins got great blocking and
sprinted in for the touchdown.
The Spartans finally got on the
scoreboard with 4:09 left in the third
quarter on a 10-play, 76-yard drive
that ended with Tom McGuire
shooting in from the two. The twopoint conversion run by John Mallory
made the score 24-8.
Johnson finally got his justice when
he slit his way into the end zone from
the three to complete a six-play, 66yard drive with 9:58 remaining.
With a sigh of relief, Johnson
explained, “I got Blowe right here
doing the blocking, (Matt) Fries, a
couple of sophomores blocking pretty
good.”

The game came to an end just after
Korzeneski intercepted Esannason’s
desperation pass into the end zone.
The addition of Petgrave to the
receiving corps and Johnson with his
running abilities, has given Katz more
choices, which may make it more
difficult for opposing defenses to
handle.
“It’s always great. Arjun is a great
basketball player, so you can see his
athletic ability. He can jump, he can
move, he can do about everything you
need him to do. He’s got pretty good
hands, especially since this is kind of
his first real experience in a football
game getting some action. He did a
great job and he’s another weapon in
our offense that we can go to, along
with him [Johnson], Dennis
[DeMarino], Tommy [Korzeneski],
Cole [Blazek],” Katz said.
“Him [Katz] throwing all the passes
brings all the attention to all of them
[receivers], so when we run the ball
down the field, they are not expecting
it. And with him [Katz] running the
ball down the field to the red zone, it
gets the defense tired so we can just
punch it in,” Johnson added.
The Cougars will have a challenge
when they travel to Rahway River
Park to face the 4-0 Rahway Indians
this Friday, October 11, at 7 p.m.
Immaculata
Cranford
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Jim DeSarno wasn’t even in grammar school when Gary Kehler won his
100th game as the head football coach
at WHS on Nov. 10, 1973. Kehler
retired after the 1982 season with a
171-26-7 record in 22 years.
But last Friday night at Williams
Field, DeSarno became just the second Blue Devil coach to notch 100
victories with a 34-12 triumph over
Elizabeth. His record at WHS now is
100-44; it’s 118-76 overall including
an 18-32 mark at Kinnelon from 200105.
Ironically, Kehler was involved in
the interview process for DeSarno,
along with former coach/athletic director Ed Tranchina.
Kehler took a 94-9-5 record and a
42-game unbeaten streak into the 1973
season. After five wins and a tie, The
Streak I ended in Montclair on Nov. 3.
The Devils bounced right back to bury
Linden 46-6, including a 26-point
opening quarter. Glen Kehler had four
touchdowns that day.
That was midway through Kehler’s
13th year as head coach. DeSarno is
currently in his 14th year in charge.
His current team is 3-1 heading into
Friday night’s game at Edison.
A former three-sport athlete – football, basketball, baseball – at Pompton
Lakes (Class of 1987), DeSarno was a
four-year football letterman at
Montclair State. He then served time
as an assistant at Pompton Lakes, Rutherford and Linden, before taking the
Kinnelon job.
It seems incredible that WHS, the
fourth winningest public school football team in state history with over 640
victories, has had only two 100-plus
win coaches. Joe Freeman had 92 and
Tranchina 87.
DeSarno has had only two losing
records among his first 13 seasons,
REAL GYMNASTICS TOP-20:
(3-score average)
1. Freehold Twnshp
110.592
2. Middletown So.
108.517
3. Hillsborough
107.750
4. Scotch Plains-Fnwd 107.583
5. Old Bridge
107.558
6. St. John Vianney
107.000
7. Marlboro
106.408
8. East Brunswick
106.308
9. Bridgewater
106.267
10. Southern
106.267
11. Cranford
105.692
12 Mount Olive
105.550
13. Hunterdon Central 105.542
14. Westfield
105.242
15. Brick Memorial
105.142
16. Roxbury
104.925
17. Summit
104.758
18. North Hunterdon
104.458
19. Pascack Hills
104.450
20. Holy Angels
104.133

Westfield Boys 4th, Girls 6th
At Shore Coaches XC Meet

Cranford Cougar fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CONFERENCE PLAYER OF WEEK...Cranford Cougar senior Maggie Murray,
No. 7, has been selected Conference Soccer Player of the Week by NJ Advance
Media for the week ending October 2. As of that time, Murray had netted 13 goals
and contributed eight assists for the Cougars, who have received the top seed for
the Union County Tournament.

Westfield Baseball League
2020 Summer Travel Tryouts
Registration for 2020 Summer Travel
is Now Open for players currently in
3rd thru 6th grade (9u-12u)
There will be 60-90 minute
sessions based on enrollment
• 3rd grade: Saturday 10/26 9:00am
• 4th grade: Sunday 10/27 3:30pm
• 5th grade: Saturday 10/26 9:00am
• 6th grade: Saturday 10/26 9:00am

- 12:30pm at Gumbert
- 4:30pm at Gumbert
- 12:30pm at Gumbert
- 12:30pm at Gumbert

You must be registered in order to tryout.
Please do not attend the tryout without registering.
All other grades, 7u, 8u, 13u, 14u, Legions
and above will register in Spring 2020
To register please go to www.westfieldbaseball.com
Registration will close on Tuesday October 22nd at 10:00pm
Tryout schedules will be sent by Thursday, October 24th.

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team finished fourth in
the Varsity A race and the Blue Devil
girls placed sixth at the Shore Coaches
Meet in Holmdel on October 5. The
Blue Devil boys took top honors in
the JV A race and the girls placed
seventh. The Lady Blue Devils took
second in the Freshman race with a
total of 90, just one point behind the
Summit Hilltoppers with 89.
In the Boys A, Will Loggia finished
eighth with a time of 16:23. Jack
Maranz at 16:58 and Jonathan
Givelber at 17:01 finished 31-32,
while Will McGlynn at 17:07 and
Zach Spergel also at 17:07 finished
36-37. Alex Maurillo came in 45th at
17:18.
In the Boys JV, the Blue Devils had
a total of 40 and Colman Scanlan
SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003344
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-11933-18
Plaintiff: WILMINGTON SAVINGS FUND
SOCIETY, FSB, AS OWNER TRUSTEE OF THE
RESIDENTIAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES
TRUST V-C
VS.
Defendant: KATRINA D. CORDERO;
ROBERTO S. CORDERO
Sale Date: 11/06/2019
Writ of Execution: 09/09/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Four Hundred
Fifty-Six Thousand Seven Hundred Fifteen and
73/100*** $456,715.73.
The property to be sold is located in SCOTCH
PLAINS TOWNSHIP, County of UNION and
State of New Jersey.
Commonly known as: 2429 WESTFIELD AVENUE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY 07076.
Tax Lot No. 15 in Block No. 4202.
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 0.233.
Nearest Cross Street: HENRY STREET.
BEGINNING at a point in the northerly Line of
Westfield Avenue (80 feet wide), said point being
distant 542.93 feet easterly from the intersection
of the northerly line of Westfield Avenue and the
northeasterly line of Henry Street (66 feet wide)
and running; thence
PRIOR LIENS/ENCUMBRANCES
Taxes Open with Penalty: $2,503.67.
TOTAL AS OF September 11, 2019: $2,503.67.
Total Upset: ***Four Hundred Sixty-Six Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-One and 64/100***
$466,291.64 together with lawful interest and
costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 10/10, 10/17, 10/24
& 10/31/19
Fee: $181.56

crossed fifth at 17:40, followed by
Jake Holtzman at 17:44. Aidan
Kilbourn finished eighth at 17:49,
while Sivaji Turimella at 17:50 and
Ben Hacker at 17:51 crossed 10-11.
Declan O’Connor finished 19th at
18:06 and Spencer Harding finished
25th at 18:16.
Caroline Collins finished 17th at
19:45 in the Girls Varsity and Elizabeth Bielen finished 33rd at 20:21.
Samantha Salz finished 49th at 20:41,
followed by Grace Morgan at 20:46.
In the JV race, Sloane Slusher finished 27th at 22:50 and Naia Tan
crossed 33rd at 22:59.
Stacey Salz crossed third at 13:41
in the Freshman race and Melissa
Fiorentino finished 17th at 14:37.
Jaylin Concalves finished 20th at
14:44, Lauren Booher finished 32nd
at 15:15, Bella Hill finished 36th at
15:24 and Catherine Collins finished
43rd at 15:43.

Courtesy of Varsity Vantage

Jim DeSarno earned his 100th victory
as WHS’s football coach last Friday
night at Elizabeth.

and he was involved in The Streak II,
when WHS won 37 consecutive games
from Thanksgiving Day 2014, through
three straight 12-0 seasons that ended
with state sectional victories at MetLife
Stadium.
With the annual influx of talented
players from the PAL youth program,
and long-time dedicated varsity assistant coaches like Kenny Miller, Sam
Haiman, Joe Avena, Matt Andzel, Dave
Hancock, Don Dayon, Don Cassett,
Jim McKeon and Jay Cook, DeSarno
has brought the Blue Devil football
program back to the Kehleresque
heights of the 1960s and ’70s that
long-time followers thought they
would never live to see again.
STREAKING TO 114
The WHS boys cross-country team
extended its school-record winning
streak to 114 after last week’s romps
over Union Catholic and Cranford.
The Cougars were the last team to
defeat the Devils, back in 2004.
Before their current streak under
coach Chris Tafelski, the harriers had
an amazing run from 1973 through
1997 for Hall of Fame coaches Walt
Clarkson and Jack Martin, with win
streaks of 49, 48, 29, 24 and 23.
Now comes the big boy part of the
season, the Union County Conference
(Oct. 17), Union County (Oct. 29),
state sectional (Nov. 9) and state Group
4 (Nov. 16) meets, leading up to the
Meet of Champions on Nov. 23 at
Holmdel Park.
The girls cross-country squad has
also had several long unbeaten streaks
over the years. Under Hall of Fame
coach Thom Hornish, they won 92
straight from 1994-2003, then 37
straight from 2005-09, and then
notched 47 in a row between 2009-17,
with Jen Buccino replacing the late
Hornish in 2015 and continuing the
streak.
The boys swimming team had a
streak of 42 consecutive YEARS, from
1957 through 1998, when it either
won or shared the Union County championship. The two co-titles were in
1962 with Pingry and 1986 with Summit. And the mermen had a 59-meet
win streak ended in 1962, which they
followed with a 45-meet streak that
was halted in 1965, giving them 104
wins out of 105 meets.
As a school, WHS’s athletic teams
have had 28 winning streaks and eight
unbeaten streaks of 21 or more contests. The longest such win/unbeaten
streaks are:
WINNING STREAKS
114 boys cross country (2004-present)
92 girls cross country (1994-2003)
74 girls swimming (1984-90)
64 girls swimming (2010-14)
61 boys tennis (2007-08)
59 boys swimming (1957-62)
54 boys track (1969-74)
49 boys cross-country (1992-97)

48 boys cross-country (1977-83)
47 girls cross-country (2009-17)
45 boys swimming (1962-65)
44 boys golf (2003-05)
37 boys golf (1959-62)
37 girls cross-country (2005-09)
37 football (2014-17)
36 football (1969-73)
33 boys tennis (1956-58)
29 boys swimming (2016-17)
27 girls tennis (2010-11)
26 boys cross-country (1962-64)
25 softball (1978)
25 boys tennis (1996)
24 wrestling (1972-74)
24 boys cross-country (1986-89)
23 boys cross-country (1983-86)
22 boys tennis (1970)
21 football (1976-77)
21 softball (1985)
UNBEATEN STREAKS
69 girls swimming 68-0-1 (2010-14)
48 football 46-0-2 (1968-73)
42 girls soccer 34-0-8 (2016-18)
34 boys cross country 33-0-1 (1961-64)
27 wrestling 26-0-1 (1972-74)
24 football 23-0-1 (1975-77)
22 football 21-0-1 (1960-62)
21 football 18-0-3 (1930-32)

ALLIEGRO BREAKS OUT
Tim Alliegro had 23 carries for 132
yards and two touchdowns Friday night
in WHS’s 34-12 win over Elizabeth. It
was the senior tailback’s best game
since he put up 181 yards against Old
Bridge early last season, before injuries slowed down and eventually
stopped his junior year early with four
games left.
Alliegro now ranks No. 6 in career
rushing yards at WHS with 1,699, surpassing Hall of Famers Butch Woolfolk
and Rudy Brown, plus Bob McNally
and Terence Jenkins
He’s also sixth in career carries with
376, recently passing Lee Gallman,
A.J. Murray, James O’Rourke and Hall
of Famer Jim Kovacs.
BIG ‘W’ FOR V-BALLERS
When WHS beat Hunterdon Central, 2-1, on Oct. 4, it was one of the
biggest wins in program history. No. 1,
it was the first time coach Bev Torok’s
girls had beaten the Red Devils since
2002, around the time many members
of the current team were born. Since
then, starting with the 2002 state Group
4 final, WHS had lost 16 consecutive
matches to H.C. by a combined score
of 32-5.
And second, it was win No. 598 in
program history. Coming to town today
is defending state Group 4 champion
North Hunterdon and tomorrow it will
be Bridgewater-Raritan in the annual
“Pink-Out Celebration” to raise money
and awareness for breast cancer.
IN THE GENES
Monroe High School’s Emma
Bodmer is one of the top girls soccer
goalies in New Jersey. Emma is the
daughter of former WHS quarterback
Steve Bodmer (’79), who grew into a
Division 3 all-American defensive
tackle at Union College in Schenectady,
N.Y. She has committed to Providence
College next fall.
IN PASSING
Ginger Baker, the creative and volatile drummer and co-founder of the
band Cream in the late 1960s, passed
on Sunday at age 80.
ON THIS DATE
Oct. 10, 1931: Lee Waring scored
23 points (3 TDs, 5 PAT dropkicks) in
a 61-0 rout of Hamilton.
1964: Chip Demarest, filling in for
the injured Charlie Clark, ran for 141
yards in WHS’s 21-0 win over Roselle.
1981: Paul Leifer ran for five touchdowns in a 35-6 win over Scotch PlainsFanwood, which honored track superstar Reynaldo ‘Skeets’ Nehemiah before the game. Leifer’s scores came on
runs of 18, 2, 4, 60 and 18 yards.
1981: Former WHS star Harold
‘Butch’ Woolfolk carried 39 times for
253 yards as Michigan defeated Michigan State, 38-20.
The Devil’s Den appears occasionally during the school year.

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-19003042
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-014977-18
Plaintiff: NEWREZ LLC F/K/A NEW PENN
FINANCIAL, LLC, D/B/A SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE SERVICING
VS.
Defendant: DOMINIC J. AGNESE AND
HEATHER C. AGNESE, HUSBAND AND WIFE;
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sale Date: 10/16/2019
Writ of Execution: 08/12/2019
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution
to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the Union County Administration Building, 1st Floor, 10 Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on Wednesday, at two o’clock
in the afternoon of said day. All successful bidders must have 20% of their bid available in cash
or certified check at the conclusion of the sales.
The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Twenty-One Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-Six
and 50/100*** $321,296.50.
Commonly known as address: 409 Center
Street, Garwood, New Jersey 07027.
Municipality: Borough of Garwood.
Lot and Block: Lot 25 (fka 3), Block 410 (fka
14).
Approximate dimensions: 150 x 50 feet.
Nearest cross street: Spruce Avenue.
**To the best of this firm’s knowledge, the
property is not an affordable unit subject to the
Fair Housing Act.**
Total Upset: ***Three Hundred Twenty-Seven
Thousand Nine Hundred Eighty-Three and 69/
100*** $327,983.69 together with lawful interest
and costs.
Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfaction of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.
There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.
The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further advertisement.
Peter Corvelli
Sheriff
Attorney:
MCCALLA RAYMER LEIBERT PIERCE, LLC
(FORMERLY BUCKLEY MADOLE, P.C.)
485 ROUTE 1 SOUTH
WOODBRIDGE CORP CIRCLE
BUILDING F, STE 300
ISELIN NEW JERSEY 08830
732-902-5399
4 T - 09/19, 09/26, 10/03
& 10/10/19
Fee: $169.32

Photo courtesy of Lorraine DeRick

TURNING THE CORNER...Westfield PAL D quarterback Jordan Walsh, who
rushed for 64 yards and scored two touchdowns, turns the corner against Port
Reading.

Port Reading PAL Kids Top
WF PAL D Grid Kids, 26-12
In a battle of the two undefeated
teams in NJSYFL American Conference contest, Port Reading defeated
the Westfield PAL Football D team,
26-12, at Kehler Stadium.
Port Reading scored on the opening drive of the game, taking a 6-0 led
after an eight-yard touchdown run.
Westfield answered on the ensuing
possession, as quarterback Jordan
Walsh orchestrated a 65-yard drive
which culminated with his 13 yard
touchdown run.
Port Reading took a 13-6 lead into
halftime after a 43-yard run went for
a touchdown. They expanded their

lead to 26-6 with touchdown runs of
25 and 10 yards in the second half.
In the fourth quarter, Walsh led
another 65-yard drive for Westfield
and he scored his second touchdown
of the game on a 20-yard scamper.
Walsh, Pete Cabrales, Shaquan
McKenith and Anthony Narciso led
the Westfield defense in tackles on
the day.
Head Coach Tony Borg said, “Port
Reading has an outstanding team and
they capitalized on a few big plays
and we tip our caps to them. I am
proud of how our boys battled to the
final whistle.”
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PLACING SECOND...The Cranford Cougars placed second at the Cougar Invitational Gymnastics Meet.
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Courtesy of a Blue Devil fan for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLACING THIRD...The Westfield Blue Devils placed third at the Cougar Invitational Gymnastics Meet.

Raider Gymnasts Capture First at Cougar Invitational, Cougars Get Second, Blue Devils Third
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

freshmen. Together with some of our
upperclassmen juniors and seniors we
are really a cohesive unit. We have been
working really, really hard. They give
100 percent. Every time they go to a
meet they are super excited. We are 71. Our only loss was to East Brunswick.
We have two more dual meets left this
season, so we will see where that will
take us,” Coach Cerchio said.
“We lost six girls to graduation but
we gained six freshmen. So it’s kind
of a rebuilding year for us. The girls
have been doing great. We are working hard. We are striving to be more
consistent. We’ve added more difficulty to our routines,” Coach CharneyHulse said.
Blue Devil Head Coach Amanda
Diaz added, “It’s going to come down
to execution, landing and sticking
every routine and just staying clean.
Really anybody’s game which makes
for a good night of competition.”
In the previous Cougar Invitational
meets, the Blue Devils have won nine
and the Cougars have won six. Union
claimed the crown in 2005 and the
only other time that the Raiders won
was in 2004. Westfield holds the highest team total at 111.2 in 2009.
The Raiders’ key competitors were
expected to be freshmen Shaylin
Farley and Elisa Bianco, sophomore

TT Singletary and senior Nicole
DeFrancesco.
“We have Shaylin Farley. She’s been
competing all-around and doing very
well. TT Singletary is competing allaround. Nicole DeFrancesco is representing us today on three events. Kelly
Zimmerman is competing today, Elisa
Bianco is doing a couple events,”
Coach Cerchio said.
So far this season, Farley has been
the Raiders’ best bet at taking top allaround honors.
“I probably like the bars the best
because I think it’s really fun being
able to do all the cool skills but my
best event is probably floor,” said
Farley, who described her bar routine, “My dismount is a full twist, so
I basically do a toe-on, toe-off on the
bar then right out of it, I do a full. On
the low bar, I do a free of hand into a
toe shoot so I catch the high bar.”
As to her floor routine, she revealed, “I am doing a double full as a
first pass and my last pass.”
However she does have some concerns with the balance beam. “I don’t
like beam per say,” Farley confessed.
“But I do aerials and back tucks and a
full dismount.”
The Lady Cougars were counting
on getting some mileage from
Catherine Blowe.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ON THE BEAM...This Raider performs a back somersault on the 4-inch wide
balance beam at the Cougar Invitational.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

“My favorite event is bars because
I got some work on that a lot when I
was injured and worked a lot of different skills and perfected it. I am hoping
to hit a handstand pirouette into a toe
shoot on the low bar and then do my
giants into toe-front dismount on the
high bar,” Blowe explained.
Blowe, who happens to be very

was very close behind at 36.05 and
Catherine Singow (Summit) was
fourth at 35.7. Fernandez took fifth at
34.825 and Cougar Charlie Bauer
took sixth at 34.625.
The Raiders were dynamite on their
first event of the evening with Bianco
and Singletary tying for first on the
vault with 9.3 totals. and Farley taking

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SECOND ALL-AROUND...Cougar Catherine Blowe placed second all-around.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FIFTH ALL-AROUND...Blue Devil Alyssa Fernandez placed fifth all-around at
the Cougar Invitational Meet.

strong on the floor exercise, also described her balance beam routine.
“I start with back tucks then switch
to leaps and aerials. Then I do a roundoff layout,” Blowe said.
As to her thoughts on the competition, Blowe said, “There’s a lot of
teams in the running but Scotch Plains
is really the front runner. But Westfield
and Summit are close behind, along
with us.”
The Blue Devils’ best bets would
be from a few Allisons.
“We have Allison Fernandez and
Allison Bachman who are both juniors. They are competing all-around
for us today. We have a freshman
Isabella Pinto, who is a strong bar and
beam competitor. The rest of the girls
competing are putting in some new
skills tonight,” Coach Diaz said.
When all the stats were totaled after
the invitational, Farley took top allaround honors with a 36.6 total, followed by Blowe at 36.075. Singletary
PUBLIC NOTICE

Public notice is hereby given that I, Colleen M. Huehn Collector of Taxes of the Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union will sell
at public auction on Tuesday, October 22, 2019 in the Municipal Court, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 9:00 o’clock
in the morning or at such later time and place to which said sale may then be adjourned, all of the several lots and parcels of land assessed
to the respective persons whose names are set opposite each respective parcel as the owner thereof for the total amount of municipal
liens chargeable against said lands respectively, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:5-1, et seq. as computed to the 22ND DAY OF
OCTOBER 2019.
Take further notice that the hereinafter described lands will be sold for the amount of municipal liens chargeable against each parcel
of said land assessed as one parcel, together with interest and costs to the date of the sale. Said lands will be sold at the lowest rate
of interest bid, but in no case in excess of 18%. Payments for said parcels shall be made prior to the conclusion of the sale in the form
of cash, certified check or other method previously approved by the Tax Collector or the property will be resold. Properties for which
there are no other purchasers shall be struck off and sold to the Township of Scotch Plains at an interest rate of 18%.
At any time before the sale I will accept payment of the amount due on any property with interest and costs. Payment must be in the
form of cash or certified check.
Industrial properties may be subject to the Spill Compensation and Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-10-23.11 et seq), the Water Pollution
Control Act (N.J.S.A. 58-:10A-1 et seq) and the Industrial Site Recovery Act (N.J.S.A. 13:1K-6 et seq). In addition, the municipality is
precluded from issuing a tax sale certificate to any prosepctive purchaser who is or may be in any way connected to the prior owner
of the site.
In the event that the owner of the property is on Active Duty in the Military Service, the Tax Collector should be notified immediately..
OWNER NAME

PROPERTY LOCATION

00101 0002
00102 0014
00102 0015
00204.04 0001 CPC12
00302 0006
00302 0010
00302 0016
00302 0022
00401 0013
00501 0017
00502 0005
00503 0028
00602 0012
00602 0014
00603 0014
00702 0001
00704 0014
00901 0023
00901 0033
00902 0009
00902 0017
00902 0018
00903 0004
00903 0023
00903.01 0026 CKJ04
01001 0010
01102 0012
01104 0011
01201 0035 C0207
01502 0016
01602 0015
01904 0005
02001 0014
02002 0017
02101 0026
02102 0011
02302 0003
02501 0029
02502 0007
02603 0018
02801 0004
02802 0020
02803 0006
02803 0007
02903 0003

GOTTLICK, RUSSELL
SANCHEZ, NICHOL
JOBLON, RYAN M & RUHL,KELLY A
CRAWFORD, MATTHEW JAMES
DAVIDSON, JEFFREY/GRECO, CAROL
GALLEGO,FEDERICO L- VILLAGRAN,
COLON,CHRISTOPHER & JENNIFER
515 CICILIA VENTURES LLC
NAN, YOUSSEF
1589 SECOND ST, LLC
HJ3 ENTERPRISE LLC
MARTINEZ, CARLOS
SANDOVAL,OSBALDO & IVONNE
CHRISTIAN,RODNEY & JACQUELINE
BORQUIST, MATTHEW & CAITLIN
LYONS, WILLIAM & SILANCE, MARG
BANKS, ALBERT & MELINDA
WILLIAMS, MARLENE & JOHN
321 HUNTER LLC
ESTIVENE, FRANTZ & INGRID
WILLMOTT,THEODORE W & PAULA M
FRYER,FRANK
RICHARDSON, SAM III & STEPHANI
GENTY, RALPH & SHIRLEY
HANSELMAN,ERICKA
MAXWELL, ANTHONY
CLEARVIEW EQUITIES LLC
VIARI, JOHN & NANCY & PERRETTI
LEISSING, ERIC
1953 WESTFIELD AVENUE, LLC
PALMIERI, DARYL E & CASEY A
TUCKER, JEANETTE
LEPKOWSKI, BRENDAN E & JACLYN
LACOSTA, ROBERT & BEDNAR, JACL
LO RUSSO, ROBERTO & ANTONIETTE
ANICO, DAVID,M & KIMBERLY D
UTRIEGEL,SEAN M & ERIN B
KLEHM, LINDA
FELA, KIMBERLY
RUSSO, ROXANE
THE SPF YOUTH BASEBALL ASSOC.
KRONERT, MICHAEL
SANTORO, BERNADINE J
SANTORO,SCOTT & BERNADINE
DILIBERTI, ANTHONY

1509 FRONT ST
372 FARLEY AV
366 FARLEY AV
1533 E SECOND ST #D12
512 FARLEY AV
528 FARLEY AV
541 CICILIA PL
515 CICILIA PL
545 FARLEY AV
1589 E SECOND ST
1628 FRONT ST
415 HUNTER AV
361 HOE AV
369 HOE AV
1619 FRONT ST
1703 MOUNTAIN AV
218 MYRTLE AV
365 HUNTER AV
321 HUNTER AV
326 MYRTLE AV
360 MYRTLE AV
366 MYRTLE AV
353 MYRTLE AV
340 SYCAMORE AV
4 KING JAMES CT
331 HAVEN AV
411 MYRTLE AV
421 FLANDERS AV
530 PARK AV
1953 WESTFIELD AV
369 UNION AV
1996 PROSPECT AV
328 MONTAGUE AV
2025 GRAND ST
401 MONTAGUE AV
2003 BARTLE AV
1962 BIRCH ST
2100 WESTFIELD RD CI
2105 PORTLAND AV
2081 COLES AV
2081 VALLEY AV
2075 PROSPECT AV
2044 PROSPECT AV
2048 PROSPECT AV
225 WESTFIELD RD
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TOTAL

$14,037.51
$310.88
$291.24
$1,572.24
$292.58
$309.79
$299.97
$1,931.76
$205.98
$27,440.35
$8,813.19
$296.69
$330.53
$205.98
$289.06
$309.79
$294.51
$304.26
$205.98
$289.06
$302.33
$307.61
$307.61
$292.33
$286.07
$205.98
$1,792.61
$297.79
$303.24
$2,354.14
$292.33
$12,666.16
$294.51
$5,041.22
$301.06
$143.21
$292.33
$2,306.16
$1,887.34
$285.60
$574.31
$286.82
$660.06
$291.49
$289.06

03002 0001
03101 0011
03201 0038
03301 0007
03501 0005
03502 0004.06
03603 0008
03803 0010
03906 0007
03906 0008
03906 0012
03907 0007
04102 0021
04104 0010
04104 0020
04301 0020
04302 0015
04501 0023
04502 0006
04703 0005
04901.03 0003 CO302
06001 0008
06301 0003
06302 0001
06702 0001
06801 0014
06901 0029
07001 0024
07304 0014
07401 0031
08001 0022
08406 0004
08504 0001
08801 0010
08802 0006
08902 0017
09201 0010
09401 0007
09501 0011
10001 0020
10201 0015
10301 0028
10602 0007
11204 0016
11803 0005
11905 0019
11905 0038
12301 0011
12401 0046
12402 0006
12501 0005
13002 0009
13301 0017
13302 0010
13701.03 0003 CW015
13701.26 0003 CT010
14001 0001
14302 0006
14501 0024
14703 0010
15303 0017
15402 0002
15402 0020
16202 0002.01
16402 0001.03

Earlier in the season Coach Cerchio
achieved a first when the Raiders
defeated Westfield, 106.75-105.375.
“Our meet against Westfield was
our high score. It is the first time that
me as a head coach has ever beaten
Westfield. This is my 16th season. I
am calling this season my ‘Sweet 16’
because they have been very sweet,”
she expressed.
With such a dominate performance
the Raiders’ chances for the upcoming Union County Tournament also
look “sweet”.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WORKING ON HER GIANTS...This Cougar works on her giant swings on the
uneven bars at the Cougar Invitational.

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS NOTICE OF SALE OF PROPERTY FOR
NONPAYMENT OF TAXES, ASSESSMENTS AND/OR OTHER MUNICIPAL LIENS

BLOCK & LOT

fourth at 9.0. Cougar Teagan Waters
took third with a 9.1. Fernandez took
fifth at 8.95, while Blue Devil Casey
Heintz and Cougars Blowe and Bauer
tied for sixth at 8.9.
Farley was correct that the floor
was her best event when she captured
first with a score of 9.45, followed by
Singletary at 9.377 and Blowe at 9.35.
Emma Kessler (Dayton) placed fourth
at 9.2, Jasmine Jourdain (Union) took
fifth at 9.15 and Singow (Summit)
was sixth at 9.1.
Farley also took first on the uneven
bars with a 9.05, followed closely by
Blowe at 9.0. Singow was third at
8.95, followed by Blue Devil
Bachman at 8.7. Raider Zimmerman
was fifth at 8.6 and Blue Devil Jessica
D’Agosta was sixth at 8.55.
The Raiders swept the first three
spots on the balance beam with Jordana
Reisberg taking first at 9.25, followed
by Singletary at 9.175 and Farley at
9.125. Singow was fourth at 8.9, Blowe

took fifth at 8.825 and Blue Devil
Megan Hinkel took sixth at 8.8.
The Raiders not only had the highest score but they also had the largest
squad and coach Cerchio has enlisted
Tara Bozeterniak as her assistant.
“It’s been really wonderful to have
a second person in the gym. We have
the largest team in Union County
again this year with 28 girls. We are
trying to get as many of these girls
qualified for sectionals. She’s been
my right hand through this whole
process,” Coach Cerchio said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

PILGRIM, BARRY J & JACQUELIN K
BATES,CHRISTOPHER
MONTALVO, RICHARD & LUCILA
TEZUCAR, ONUR-BARDSLEY, JESSIC
BLECHERT, GISELA
VANTERPOOL,JEFFREY & RACHEL C
KLUCKAS, CHRISTOPHER & JENNIFE
TEVIS, PETER & KIM
AUSBON, RICKY & DEBRA
CZURLANIS, KENNETH & DEBORAH M
SHEVLIN, RICHARD
CATO, RAMONA
BLAES, KENNETH J & DONNA M
SALVIONE, PETER & CARRERA, C
SHELDON, ROBERT & SUSANNE
RODRIGUEZ, RAMON & GRISELDA
EGUES-DELGADO, MARIA
FAREZ, ANTONIO & GLADYS
DINICOLA, JOSEPH & ELIZABETH
MARI,MICHELLE O
CLARK, RENEE
HUDSON, SEAN L
TURPIN, PAULINE LARK
JENKINS, LEMUEL & ZULLA
BURNS,LISA CLARK
MARGIOTTA, MICHAEL S
SANGULILIANO ENT.INC./GARDEN C
BLACKER, MICHAEL & MARILYN
PRIL REI, LLC
FLAGG, ANTHONY/CASTILLO,LANITA
CUCCURULLO, ANTHONY P III & DO
MCAULIFFE, THOMAS J & ELIZABET
FAROUK, ALAA & ABDELBARY, MARW
NEAL, WAYNE & ALICIA
BOOKER, VANESSA
GOETZEE, HELEN
CURRIE, CRAIG T
SAVOCA, JOHN C JR & MICHELE A
LUSK, MICHAEL & PATRICIA
DEC, EDWARD & CHRISTINE
THEODORE, HELLO & CAROLE
CARO ESPOSITO, ANTONIO & CLAUD
PATEL, KALI ELIZABETH & ANNOJ
SICOLI,ROBERT & POFELDT,E
BARRETO, DANNY J & ERIKA P
CHABAD OF UNION COUNTY
SMITH, MICHAEL & CHAUNTE H/W
CHARLES, PAUL
PEDERSEN, STEVEN & SUSAN
PENSCO TRUST COMPANY LLC
MAC DOWELL, GAYLE A
REICH, WARREN A - REICH, STEVE
CHARLES,MATTHEW & SHERRY
STEELE, SCOTT K & NICOLE S
BATTS, ALETHEA M
LEPRE, GEORGE EDWARD
ASHBROOK REALTY,LLC
FOX & FOXX DEVP.,LLC
ALPHA RE ASSETS ONE LLC
JENEY, ROBERT J, JR & CAROL A
BYRNE, JACQUELINE PATRICIA
WOLMAN, MARK S & WENDI B
MAIGNAN, DAVID & LEAH
JUCO, RODNEY & DEROGATIS,DIANE
ALZOOBAEE, FAIZ & MAHA

PUBLIC NOTICE
2200 MOUNTAIN AV
2212 COLES AV
2257 EVERGREEN AV
563 WESTFIELD RD
2328 BELVEDERE DR
11 NICOLE CT
2274 COLES AV
240 BYRD AV
202 HARDING RD
204 HARDING RD
224 HARDING RD
213 MOUNTAINVIEW AV
436 VICTOR ST
407 WARREN ST
432 JERUSALEM RD
515 VICTOR ST
537 WARREN ST
515 JERUSALEM RD
347 ACACIA RD
2581 MOUNTAIN AV
302 DONATO CR
532 ROLLING PEAKS WY
2509 SMITH ST
2540 SMITH ST
2218 OLD FARM RD
2309 CONCORD RD
2401 BERYLLIUM RD
12 HOMESTEAD TR
2411 PARK PL
856 O’DONNELL AV
2365 LONGFELLOW AV
2224 JERSEY AV
2045 MAPLEVIEW CT
1160 WASHINGTON AV
1169 WASHINGTON AV
1126 HETFIELD AV
2096 NEWARK AV
1909 MARY ELLEN LN
1200 CHRISTINE CI
14 OXFORD RD
1351 GRAYMILL DR
1301 MARTINE AV
1490 LAMBERTS MILL RD
1591 SHACKAMAXON DR
1710 RAMAPO WY
1400 MARTINE AV
1671 COOPER RD
9 MANITOU WY
1889 NORTH GATE RD
17 BLACK BIRCH RD
1808 CHAPEL RD
2090 RARITAN RD
4 LINDEN LN
2035 WINDING BROOK WY
15 WAREHAM VI
10 TISBURY VI
1610 RARITAN RD
21 DONSEN LN
10 MICHAEL LN
9 WELLINGTON DO
1230 TERRILL RD
18 CHIP-LOU LN
1150 CUSHING RD REAR
850 RARITAN RD
6 KING ST
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$306.52
$293.37
$292.33
$292.58
$5,870.38
$297.79
$295.60
$306.52
$290.41
$185.76
$450.44
$2,863.98
$289.06
$295.60
$304.33
$294.51
$295.60
$205.98
$302.28
$293.42
$287.96
$6,192.99
$5,114.44
$205.98
$659.86
$16,269.11
$4,214.07
$225.96
$250.94
$322.89
$310.88
$302.15
$205.98
$287.96
$178.70
$10,365.90
$205.98
$300.78
$303.24
$9,049.70
$305.43
$306.52
$90.58
$304.33
$299.97
$356.30
$291.49
$295.60
$299.97
$11,916.91
$12,023.91
$7,923.81
$299.97
$150.51
$293.42
$312.98
$58,325.03
$301.06
$11,295.42
$297.79
$302.33
$296.69
$66.24
$298.88
$23,391.47

(Charge Legend: T=Taxes, S=Sewer, W=Water, I=SID, F=Fox-Lnc, O=Other Munic)

4 T - 09/26, 10/03, 10/10 & 10/17/19, The Times

Colleen M. Huehn,
Collector of Taxes
Fee: $1,370.88
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CLASSIFIEDS
COLONIA ESTATE SALE

FINANCE CLERK

24 Shadowlawn Drive
Sat 10/12-Sun 10/13, 10am-3pm
Contents of Home, Living Room,
Oak Dining Room, China Cabinet,
Secretary, Washstand,Oak
Pedestal Table, Bedrooms, China,
Glass, Kitchenware, Dolls, Bears,
Clothing, Costume Jewelry,
Holiday Decorations, Craft
Supplies, Sewing Machine,
Fishing, Patio Set, Tools, Lots of
Collectibles & More!!! For Pics & Info
DovetailsUSA.com

Borough of Mountainside
Union County
FT position of Finance Clerk
Assist and support the CFO with
payroll, personnel record keeping,
tax collection functions and
finance duties such as bank
reconciliations. Some knowledge
of NJ municipal finance laws or
experience in general accounting/
bookkeeping responsibilities
helpful. Knowledge of social media
and experience performing tasks
in social media also beneficial.
Public relations skills required as
there is much public contact in
person and by phone.
Submit letter of interest and resume
to Thomas E. Atkins, Interim
Borough Administrator by e-mail:
tatkins@mountainside-nj.com
Include salary request in
submission. EOE

YARD SALE OCT 12-13

YARD SALE!! Lots of household
items, Collectibles, games, books
and kitchenware. Saturday,
October 12 and Sunday,
October 13th from 10am-2pm
located at 501 First St. Westfield
DEYCI’S CLEANING SERVICES
Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work
Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices
Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available
(908) 510-2542

FREELANCERS WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories.
Please
email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
FITNESS EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Body By Jake FIRMFLEX Total
Body Trainer. Complete Workout
Exercise Machine. Space Saving
Design.
Padded
Bench.
Adjustable Height and Resistence.
Perfect For Home or Dorm!
Excellent Condition, $30.
Call (908) 654-6091

LEADER/TIMES
CLASSIFIED ADS PAY
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT
PLEASE BE ADVISED that at the Zoning Board of Adjustment meeting held on
October 3, 2019 the Board memorialized
the following Resolutions:
Carlos A. Marques & Anabela
Marques, 326 Farley Avenue, Block 102,
Lot 24, were approved to construct a 16
feet x 20 feet one-car detached garage
located in the front yard at the aforementioned property.
Ken & Marlena Majors, 2093 Aldene
Avenue, Block 9204, Lot 29, were approved to construct a two-story addition to
the rear of the house at the aforementioned single family dwelling.
Dion Natale, 515 Forest Road, Block
2201, Lot 45, was approved for a Certificate of Non-Conformity to continue the
pre-existing, non-conforming use as a twofamily dwelling.
Copies of said Resolutions have been
filed in the office of the Board and/or the
office of the Municipal Clerk and are available for public inspection during regular
business hours.
Shannon Rapant
Secretary to the Zoning Board
1 T - 10/10/19, The Times Fee: $27.54

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF AUDIT REPORT FOR PUBLICATION
SUMMARY OR SYNOPSIS OF 2018 AUDIT REPORT OF
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS AS REQUIRED BY N.J.S. 40A:5-7
COMBINED COMPARATIVE BALANCE SHEETS - REGULATORY BASIS
DECEMBER
31, 2018

DECEMBER
31, 2017

ASSETS
Cash and Investments
Taxes, Assessments, Liens and Utility
Charges Receivable
Property Acquired for Taxes - Assessed Value
Accounts Receivable
Deferred Charges to Future Taxation General Capital
Fixed Capital-Utility
Fixed Capital Authorized and
Uncompleted-Utiltiy
Fixed Assets
TOTAL ASSETS

$ 22,451,870.19 $ 30,096,160.13
1,899,787.95
284,900.00
1,092,028.61

1,742,997.37
284,900.00
825,816.33

20,979,893.55
175,000.00

20,820,893.55
175,000.00

2,700,000.00
40,828,954.70

39,531,914.27

$ 90,412,435.00 $ 93,477,681.65

LIABILITIES, RESERVES AND FUND BALANCE
Bonds and Notes Payable
Improvement Authorizations
Other Liabilities and Special Funds
Reserve for Certain Assets Receivable
Fund Balance
Investment in General Fixed Assets

$ 19,530,000.00 $ 18,810,000.00
7,119,454.56
4,090,864.81
9,058,357.39
18,000,388.46
2,201,817.38
2,042,830.02
11,673,850.97
11,001,684.09
40,828,954.70
39,531,914.27

TOTAL LIABILITIES, RESERVES
AND FUND BALANCE

$ 90,412,435.00 $ 93,477,681.65

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS
AND CHANGE IN FUND BALANCE
CURRENT FUND - REGULATORY BASIS
YEAR 2018

YEAR 2017

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED
Fund Balance Utilized
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Local
Property Tax Levies
Collection of Delinquent Taxes and
Tax Title Liens
Collection of Current Tax Levy
TOTAL INCOME

$ 3,400,000.00

$ 3,400,000.00

8,120,731.18

8,474,542.23

1,285,087.51
107,767,079.72

1,142,143.69
105,156,304.86

$ 120,572,898.41$ 118,172,990.78

EXPENDITURES
Budget Expenditures:
Municipal Purposes
County Taxes
Regional School Taxes
Open Space Trust Fund Taxes
Other Expenditures

$ 23,870,882.96 $ 23,767,887.20
22,828,765.40
22,095,614.51
69,584,965.00
67,607,167.00
199,756.50
199,298.71
2,389.53
18,339.76

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$ 116,486,759.39$ 113,688,307.18

Excess in Revenue

$ 4,086,139.02

$ 4,484,683.60

Fund Balance, January 1

5,633,509.96
$ 9,719,648.98

4,548,826.36
$ 9,033,509.96

Less: Utilization as Anticipated Revenue
Fund Balance, December 31

3,400,000.00

3,400,000.00

$ 6,319,648.98

$ 5,633,509.96

COMPARATIVE STATEMENTS OF OPERATIONS AND CHANGE
IN FUND BALANCE - SEWER UTILITY FUND
YEAR 2018

YEAR 2019

REVENUE AND OTHER INCOME REALIZED
Fund Balance Utilized
Collection of Sewer Rents
Miscellaneous - From Other Than Sewer Rents
Unexpended Balance of Appropriation Reserves
TOTAL INCOME

$ 658,335.00
2,602,387.60
68,257.45
252,718.40

$ 608,335.00
2,691,307.30
70,584.82
257,269.77

$ 3,581,698.45

$ 3,627,496.89

$ 2,883,718.00
24,617.00
50,000.00

$ 2,833,335.00
25,000.00
50,000.00

$ 2,958,335.00

$ 2,908,335.00

$ 623,363.45

$ 719,161.89

981,456.54
$ 1,604,819.99

870,629.65
$ 1,589,791.54

EXPENDITURES
Budget Expenditures:
Operating
Deferred Charges and Statutory Expenditures
Capital Improvements
TOTAL EXPENDITURES
Excess in Revenue
Fund Balance, January 1
Less: Utilization as Anticipated Revenue
Fund Balance, December 31

658,335.00

608,335.00

$ 946,484.99

$ 981,456.54

RECOMMENDATIONS
None
The above summary or synopsis was prepared from the report of audit of the Township
of Scotch Plains, County of Union, for the calendar year 2018. This report of audit,
submitted by Suplee, Clooney & Company, Registered Municipal Accountants and
Certified Public Accountants, is on file at the Township Clerk’s office and may be
inspected by any interested person.
Bozena Lacina, RMC, CMR
Township Clerk
1 T - 10/10/19, The Times
Fee: $170.34

WESTFIELD
Tuesday, September 24, Joseph
Fogel, 27, of Westfield was arrested
in the area of Longfellow and Forest
Avenues on outstanding Hillside Municipal Court warrants. They included a traffic warrant and a criminal warrant, each in the amount of
$450. Fogel was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, where
he was processed and turned over to
the Hillside Police Department in
lieu of bail.
Thursday, September 26, Daniel
J. Acosta, 21, of Elizabeth was arrested at the Summit Police Department on an outstanding traffic warrant from Westfield in the amount of
$1,000. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed and held in lieu of bail.
Friday, September 27, Oscar West,
43, of East Orange was arrested on an
outstanding traffic warrant out of
Dunellen, in the amount of $1,000,
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop on
Springfield Avenue near Route 22.
He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released on
his own recognizance.
Saturday, September 28, Jeffry
Cabrera, 18, of Westfield was arrested at Central and Roger Avenues
and charged with driving while intoxicated (DWI) resulting from a
motor vehicle accident. He was transported to police headquarters, processed and released to a sober adult.

Saturday, October 5, a resident of
the 700 block of Willow Grove Road
reported being a victim of fraud. The
victim reported that one or more
unknown suspects wrote and then
deposited/cashed checks against his
bank account without his authority.
The total amount of the fraud is
$1,596.
Sunday, October 6, Vincent Lazaro,
22, of Linden was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield Municipal
Court criminal warrant, in the amount
of $849, at the Linden Police Department. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and
held in lieu of bail.
SCOTCH PLAINS
Tuesday, September 24, a resident
of Jersey Avenue reported a motor
vehicle burglary that occurred in August. At the time the resident did not
believe anything had been stolen. The
Union Police Department recovered
items belonging to the victim during
the course of one of its investigations.
Tuesday, September 24, Alec J.
Coward, 25, of Plainfield was arrested for a parole violation and on
charges of hindering apprehension
and resisting arrest. Coward was arrested after a foot pursuit. Also arrested was Britney A. Tolliver, 22, of
Scotch Plains, on charges of hindering apprehension. Both arrests were
the result of a previous investigation
in which Coward fled from Scotch
Plains officers. Both were transported
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to police headquarters and processed.
Thursday, September 26, a resident of Dogwood Drive reported
fraudulent activity on their ATM card.
The incident is under investigation.
Friday, September 27, Katherine
L. Nemeth, 25, of Cranford was arrested and charged with driving under the influence during a motor vehicle stop. She was transported to
police headquarters and processed.
Friday, September 27, Benson
Philippe, 28, of Newark was arrested
on active warrants out of Cranford
and Tenafly during a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to police
headquarters and processed.
Saturday, September 28, Jassiem
Wahtuse, 22, of Fanwood was arrested and charged with harassment
during a disturbance call in the parking lot of a Park Avenue restaurant.
He was arrested, transported to police headquarters and processed.
Saturday, September 28, Toni T.
Lee, 30, of Newark was arrested on an
active warrant out of Newark during a
motor vehicle stop. Lee was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Sunday, September 29, Ivan
Mostacero, 37, of Piscataway was
arrested on an active warrant out of
North Plainfield during a motor vehicle stop. He was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Sunday, September 29, Walik A.
Hemingway, 28, of Newark was arrested on active warrants out of Scotch
Plains, Irvington and Newark during
a motor vehicle stop. Hemingway
was transported to police headquarters and processed.

History to Come Alive Again During
Annual ‘Four Centuries’ Weekend
COUNTY – Union County’s annual public heritage event, “Four
Centuries in a Weekend: A Journey
through Union County’s History,”
will take place Saturday, October
19, and Sunday, October 20, from
noon to 5 p.m.
Sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, with
the cooperation of staff and volunteers at 35 house museums and historic sites, the two-day free event
opens the doors to more than 370
years of history throughout the county.
“Four Centuries in a Weekend is a
Union County tradition that allows
residents and visitors to travel
through time to learn about the rich
history of how our county came to
be,” said Freeholder Chair Bette Jane
Kowalski. “I encourage all to explore the historic sites that reside in
our own backyards.”
Visitors will be able to stop by a
beautifully-restored mansion and
church, Revolutionary War burial
grounds, the county’s oldest railroad
station, quaint house museums, spePUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF CRANFORD
BOARD OF EDUCATION
TAKE NOTICE The Cranford Public
School District of the State of New Jersey
has received notification from Records
Management Services of the Department
of Treasury of the State of New Jersey that
a review and evaluation of the image processing system currently in use for district
records and an application for registration
of said image processing system for the
keeping of district records has been submitted, per P.L.1994, c.140 and N.J.A.C.
15:3-4 and 5.
Copies of the completed application are
available for viewing and examination by
the public at the Board of Education offices
of the Cranford Public School District, 132
Thomas Street, Cranford, New Jersey
07016 during regular business hours,
Monday through Friday (excluding State
holidays) between 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM.
Robert J. Carfagno
Business Administrator/
Board Secretary
1 T - 08/15/19, The Leader Fee: $22.95

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-011023-19
FILE NO. 26749-19
NOTICE TO REDEEM
C & E TAX LIEN FUNDS I;
PLAINTIFF
VS.
ADAM
LEMANSKI;
JOANNA
LEMANSKI, HIS WIFE; LVNV
FUNDING
LLC;
DEFENDANT(S)
TO: ADAM LEMANSKI; JOANNA
LEMANSKI, HIS WIFE;
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on October 4, 2019, the Superior
Court Fixed December 3, 2019, or the next
business day, between regular business
hours, at the office of the Tax Collector of
LINDEN , located at 301 NORTH WOOD
AVENUE, LINDEN, NEW JERSEY 07036
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:
LOT 42.02 ADTL LOTS: 10,2, 3A BLOCK
209 on the tax duplicate of LINDEN. Total
amount required to redeem tax sale certificate no. 15-00146 is $81,792.37, together
with interest from September 30, 2019
and costs of $1,273.24.
And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be debarred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.
Anything to the contrary notwithstanding, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judgment is entered.
Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/10/19, The Leader Fee: $46.92

cial exhibitions and more.
Some sites with special programs
or events highlighting their rich history are:
The Deserted Village of Feltville/
Glenside Park in Berkeley Heights
will offer children’s games, freshlypressed apple cider, interpretive
signage and opportunities to “meet”
key people from Feltville/Glenside
history.
Dr. William Robinson PlantationMuseum in Clark explores the role
of the U.S. servicemen and women,
and the civilians who supported them,
including: living history displays; a
fully-functioning 1919 Model T;
Army Signal Corps tent with equipment, uniforms and weapons on display; and live USO shows throughout the weekend.
Deacon Andrew Hetfield House
in Mountainside will exhibit a miniature diorama of the local 1780
Revolutionary War Battle of Springfield. There also will be guided tours
of this house (circa 1760).
Drake House Museum in Plainfield
will provide tours of this historic
site, both days, 1 p.m. until 3:30
p.m.: Ensembles from the Plainfield
Symphony Orchestra (PSO) will play
musical selections in the second-floor
PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD
PLANNING BOARD
Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board, at their meeting on October 7, 2019, adopted the following resolutions for the applications acted upon at the
September 4, 2019, meeting.
PB 19-07 Operating 8 Bluestone Capital Group, LLC. 540 Dudley Court & &
535 Bradford Avenue, Block 1110, Lots
8 & 9. Applicant sought approval to correct
a boundary encroachment between two
lots by moving the lot line. Application
approved with conditions.
PB 19-08 Martin Cronin, 114 Midvale
Terrace, Block 5001, Lot 5. Applicant
sought minor subdivision approval to subdivide the property into two fully conforming building lots. Application approved with
conditions.
Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Kris McAloon
Planning Board Secretary
1 T - 10/10/19, The Leader Fee: $26.01

PUBLIC NOTICE

ballroom. Under the direction of
Charles Prince, the PSO, New
Jersey’s oldest community orchestra, is celebrating its 100th season.
Roselle Park Museum in Roselle
Park will be exhibiting: From Science to Technology and Invention:
Edison, Keurig, Marconi and new
information on Nikola Tesla in
Roselle Park, plus Inventors and Invention in Roselle Park. Lifetime
member and iron worker Martin
Kiernan will demonstrate his model
of Tesla Coil, and provide information about how to make one.
Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield will have open-hearth
cooking demonstrations in the Frazee
Building. On Saturday, museum
cooks also will “fire up” the beehive
oven, a laborious task requiring skill
and experience. Sunday only: Presenters will discuss the Lenape tribe
of Native Americans, explaining
customs, beliefs and ceremonies, and
displaying artifacts. Includes a fun
and educational craft — children
may make their own medicine pouch
to take home. The gift shop offers a
wide array of items.
Reeve History and Cultural Resource Center in Westfield will provide guided tours of this Italianate
Victorian house. There also will be
an exhibit highlighting the life and
career of cartoonist Charles Addams,
who called Westfield his home, plus
other exhibits and artwork.
Nokia Bell Labs in New Providence/Murray Hill invites the public
to visit the on-campus museum from
noon until 5 p.m. on Saturday only.
Children can earn a Time
Traveler’s Certificate and a Four
Centuries Patch by visiting and obtaining a Time Traveler Passport at
any of the sites, having it stamped
and returning the completed form to
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs.
This program is funded in part by a
grant from the New Jersey Historical
Commission, a Division of Cultural
Affairs in the Department of State.
For free copies of the Four Centuries in a Weekend tour booklet, map
and further information, call (908)
558-2550 weekdays between 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., NJ Relay users
dial
711,
or
email:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Monday, September 30, Burno Q.
Lashan, 39, of Jersey City was arrested on an active warrant out of
Jersey City during a motor vehicle
stop. Lashan was transported to police headquarters and processed.
Monday, September 30, Dariusz
Golen, 52, of Watchung was arrested
and charged with driving under the
influence during a motor vehicle stop.
Golen was transported to police headquarters and processed.
CRANFORD
Friday, September 27, David
Ocampo, 23, of Colonia was arrested
and charged with possession of under
50 grams of marijuana and possession of drug paraphernalia following
a motor vehicle stop at Myrtle Street
and Baltimore Avenue for a cracked
windshield. The driver, Ocampo, was
arrested for possession of suspected
hashish found inside the vehicle. He
was processed and provided with a
municipal court appearance date. In
addition, Ocampo was issued motor
vehicle summonses for tinted windows and possession of a controlled
dangerous substance (CDS) in a motor vehicle.
Tuesday, October 1, Isaiah Ward,
19, of Linden and Stix Gibson, 21, of
Trenton were arrested and charged
with possession of under 50 grams of
marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia following a motor vehicle stop at Wall and Philips Streets
for a brake lamp out. They were both
processed and provided with municipal court appearance dates. In addition, Ward, the driver, was issued
motor vehicle summonses for maintenance of lamps and possession of a
CDS in a motor vehicle.
FANWOOD
Wednesday, September 25, between 9 p.m. on September 24 and 7
a.m. on September 25, a resident of
the 80 block of North Avenue reported his motor vehicle was stolen
from his driveway. The vehicle is a
2017 Nissan.
Wednesday, September 25, between 6:30 p.m. on September 24 and
8:30 a.m. on September 25, a resident
of the 60 block of Paterson Road
reported an unknown person had entered her unlocked and parked motor
vehicle and removed her purse, which
contained cash and credit cards.
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TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was passed
on first reading by the Township Council of
the Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey on the 2nd day of
October 2019, and that said Ordinance will
be considered for final adoption at a meeting of the said Township Council to be held
in the Council Chambers, 430 Park Avenue, on the 12th day of November 2019
at 7:00 p.m., at which time and place a
public hearing will be held prior to final
passage of said Ordinance and all interested persons will be given an opportunity
to be heard concerning the same. Copies
of said Ordinance can be obtained from
the Township Clerk’s Office at any time
prior to final adoption at no cost to any
member of the general public who requests same.
ORDINANCE 2019-24
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER XXIII, SUBCHAPTER 23-3.2 ENTITLED “ZONING MAP” OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
ORDINANCE TO REZONE
BLOCK 5503, LOT 1 (2650
ROUTE 22) FROM THE R-2
RESIDENTIAL ZONE TO THE
B-3 HIGHWAY BUSINESS
ZONE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE RECOMMENDATIONS MADE IN A MEMORANDUM (“THE REPORT”)
DATED MAY 24, 2019 WHICH
WAS MEMORIALIZED IN A
RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY
THE PLANNING BOARD ON
JULY 22, 2019.
BOZENA LACINA, RMC
Municipal Clerk
1 T - 10/10/19, The Times Fee: $38.25

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 600
TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received from Bidders classified under
N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.2 via the Internet until 10:00:59 A.M. on 10/31/19 at which time the bid
proposals submitted will be downloaded, and publicly opened and read, in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation,
1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton, New Jersey 08625; for:
Route 22 Bloy Street to Liberty Avenue, Contract No. 057058004,
Township of Hillside, County of Union
Federal Project No: NHP-0022(343), UPC NO: 058004, DP No: 19142
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964. Specifically, the contractor, sub recipient or subcontractor shall not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, national origin, or sex in the performance of this contract. The
contractor shall carry out applicable requirements of 49 C.F.R. Part 26 in the award and
administration of DOT-assisted contracts. Failure by the contractor to carry out these
requirements is a material breach of this contract, which may result in the termination of
this contract or such other remedy as the recipient deems appropriate.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, contractor must submit the Department of Treasury,
Division of Revenue Business Registration of the contractor and any named subcontractors prior to contract award or authorization.
Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.51, contractors must be registered with the New Jersey
Department of Labor and Workforce Development, Division of Wage and Hour Compliance at the time of bid.
The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.
Plans, specifications, any addenda to the specifications, and bidding information for the
proposed work are available at Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe
to use this service. To subscribe, follow the instructions on the web site. Fees apply to
downloading documents and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on
the web site. All fees are directly payable to Bid Express.
Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our various Design Field Offices at the following
locations:
200 Stierli Court
One Executive Campus Rt 70 West
Mt. Arlington, NJ 07856
Cherry Hill, NJ 08002
973-601-6690
856-486-6623
3 T - 10/10/19, 10/17/19 and 10/24/19, The Leader
Fee: $211.14

A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES

Thursday, October 10, 2019

Page 17

Jewish Film Festival Presents
Five New Films, New Locale

Photo courtesy of Joseph Sbarro

FOREVER FRIENDS…The Lucky Ones, directed by Westfield resident Betsy
True, and written by Lia Romeo, “reflects on what nourishes and supports
friendship, especially during rough, emotional times,” Susan M. Dougherty writes
in her review of the play, which is on through Sunday, October 13.

~The Lucky Ones review continued~
other as “lucky ones.” It makes the
audience check its assessment of the
word. Are we “lucky” because of hard
work that materializes? Are we somehow “lucky” because the universe smiles
on us with good health, good fortune
and happiness? The playwright, Ms.
Romeo, doesn’t give answers, but plants
the questions for us to find our own
responses.
Westfield resident Betsy True has

directed an exceptional cast with
thought and sensitivity. This isn’t a
maudlin play about cancer. It’s a poignant 90-minute play about life and
dealing with both its disappointments
and highlights with humor and wit.
To
buy
tickets,
visit
www.dreamcatcherrep.org. The play
will continue on Friday, October 11, at
8 p.m., Saturday, October 12, at 8 p.m.
and Sunday, October 13, at 2 p.m.

POPCORN
Ad Astra
“It is not in the stars to hold our destiny but in ourselves.”— Shakespeare
3 popcorns
One Popcorn, Poor — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

By Michael S. Goldberger
film critic

While I don’t love director James Gray’s
Ad Astra, a space cowboy adventure about
an accomplished astronaut’s (Brad Pitt)
mission to locate his legendary astronaut
dad (Tommy Lee Jones), previously presumed dead but perhaps gone rogue, I
must extoll its valuable subtext. You know
how you might just be fantasizing about
that dream house on a lake in Vermont and
suddenly you start getting Email advertisements on your phone about just such an
abode? Well, per this highly prescient
movie set “in the near future,” the thought
is we are just about there.
In this predicted tomorrow, that sort of
mind intrusion has been honed to a T, and
space travel has so advanced that Mr.
Pitt’s Roy McBride will sojourn to the far
reaches of our solar system in search of
the famed H. Clifford McBride. Expect
the usual cataclysms, setbacks, gloriously
painted vistas and geek-inspired space
travel lingo, probably more accurate in its
extrapolative depiction of such journeys
than ever previously seen on film. But
alas, I’m jaded and expect no less from
the FX folks as we dauntlessly proceed
into cinema’s brave new world. Although,
your frugal reviewer was set back a bit
when our intrepid protagonist paid $125
for a pillow and a blanket during a commercial flight to the moon.
It is the age-old conundrum, the equation to which we’ve never quite found the
answer, technology vs. our personal freedom, played out in tandem with Roy’s
abandonment issues, hero worship and
all the other tricky stuff that enters into
daddy and son relationships. While that
aspect of the script doesn’t add anything
especially new to the latest psychological
theories, it did jog some of my own
already established meditations: i.e. my
dad was always working; it would have
been nice to see more of him; but what
was he to do? I mean, who’d have kicked
in the $375 I needed in addition to the
$400 I’d saved since childhood to buy
that used ’60 MGA?
Happily, however, unlike the case of
Tommy Lee Jones’s storied space explorer, we never worried that dad’s need
to work was causing atmospheric disturbances that might ultimately result in the
Earth’s demise. We were far more concerned that getting overly excited whilst
watching professional wrestling on TV
would veer him out of our orbit.

In this movie rendition of dads away
from home, way out near Neptune, some
2.7 billion miles away, the brilliant scientist won’t relent in his originally assigned
mission: to find intelligent life. He’s not
impressed with what passes for it back on
terra firma. Geez, how much must Jacob
Marley howl and rattle his chains before
we get the message?
It’s not quite 1984, in the projected era
where Roy McBride fights the good fight
to save the world, but probably more like
1983-and-a-half…the implied message
being we can still work for a better future.
And thus, while the action and suspense
portions of Ad Astra don’t break any new
ground, the central metaphor that defines
and locates our time and place in history is
not only astute, but important. It’s a wakeup call to anyone who can wrest themselves from the football, beer and Cheetos
long enough to pay heed and, if it’s not too
much trouble, visit the voting booth.
Our civic obligations and pathway to
preserving our own civilization noted, I
would have liked a bit more futurism
tossed into the ruminations. The semifantastical prophecies of George Lucas’s
THX 1138 (1971) and Stanley Kubrick’s
adaptation of Arthur C. Clarke’s 2001: A
Space Odyssey (1968) far more piqued
my imagination than the cat-and-mouse
adventure yarns they so satisfactorily
complemented. ‘Tis the same here. It’s
fun to see what new appurtenances might
populate our surroundings, and what
novel conventions would make our lives
easier in return, of course, for sacrificing
a bit more of our privacy and civil liberties. In short…our soul.
But while the movie’s crystal ballinspired doodads, gewgaws and
thingamajigs are perhaps sublimated to
suggest the deal with the Devil they insinuate, the profoundness of what might
come to be is spookily evoked in Mr.
Pitt’s performance. His embodiment of
the hero it’d take to navigate the Big
Brother-inspired anxieties of this prophesied world is sublimely perceptive. That
he is at once wary, dejected, and resigned,
yet we fellow humans nonetheless hang
our hats on that glimmer of optimism we
discern in him, and thus in ourselves, is
Ad Astra’s redeeming, stellar attribute.
Ad Astra, rated PG-13, is a Twentieth
Century Fox release directed by James
Gray and stars Brad Pitt, Tommy Lee
Jones and Donald Sutherland. Running
time: 123 minutes.

Scotch Plains Artist Donald B. David
Exhibits ‘Bubble Wars’
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Les
Malamut Art Gallery is hosting an
exhibit, “Bubble Wars,” of whimsical paintings by artist Donald B. David
of Scotch Plains through October 31,
at the lower level of the Union Public
Library, 1980 Morris Avenue, Union.
“Bubble Wars” is a series of 10, 16inch by 20-inch paintings depicting a
whimsical look at toys, light and
bubbles. The paintings are done in oil
and were created one day amid a
flurry of water, intense light and
bubbles. Additionally, the artist included a favorite animation from
childhood, the moon men. The artist
paints exclusively in oils and feels the
rich, deep, allure of oil paint is something he was drawn to at an early age
and continues to develop.

Mr. David’s paintings have been
exhibited in galleries throughout the
East coast, including Gallery Henoch
in New York City; Adamar Fine Arts
in Miami; Suzanne Brown Gallery in
Arizona; Designers Gallery in Clark,
New Jersey; the Papermill Playhouse
Gallery in Millburn, New Jersey, and
the Philadelphia Sketch Club. In addition, his work was published by
Folio, a literary publication of American University in Washington, D.C.
Mr. David’s work is in numerous
private and corporate collections
throughout the United States, including those of Jay Leno of Los Angeles;
Eastern Bearing in Elizabeth, New
Jersey and Elite Medical Products in
Edison, New Jersey; and Empire Office Equipment in New York City.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Despite the
fact that the Rialto Theatre in
Westfield closed with no advance
notice, the JCC of Central New
Jersey’s Jewish Film Festival will still
take place as scheduled from Wednesday, October 16, through Tuesday,
November 12. Its new location is the
AMC Mountainside 10, located at
1021 Route 22 in Mountainside. All
films start at 7:30 p.m.
For 15 years, the Jewish Film Festival has been a community staple
bringing international films of all
genres to the Jewish and larger communities. The JCC originally launched
this festival in 2004 because of its
reputation for outstanding arts and
education programming and the local
population’s demand for more. In fact,
in 2009, responding to positive feedback and an appetite for more films,
the JCC added a spring mini-series
with two extra films. Now–10 years
later--the spring festival is also a regular part the of JCC arts and education
programming.
“There are so many wonderful films
to choose from each year; it’s hard to
narrow it down to just five,” said JCC
Arts and Education Director Randi
Zucker. “Our audience loves everything from historical and current dramas to comedies and documentaries.”
This fall brings five new films beginning on Wednesday, October 16,
with Love in Suspenders, a lighthearted comedy about the encounter
and relationship between two people
with very different personalities–a
relationship that has to result in a
nightmare…but love has its own rules.
On Wednesday, October 23, the documentary Back to Berlin is being
screened. In 2015, the European
Maccabi Games were held in Germany
for the first time since World War II.
This film follows 11 Israeli motor-bikers carrying the Maccabi torch from Tel
Aviv to Berlin, each destination hold-

ing resonance for the riders.
Next up is The Other Story on Monday, October 28. In this tale of broken
relationships and forgiveness, complications arise when a dysfunctional Israeli family tries to lure their daughter
away from Orthodox Judaism.
The Keeper, on Monday, November 4, is the true story of Bert
Trautmann, a German soldier and
POW who, against a backdrop of
British post-war protest and prejudice, secures the position of goalkeeper at Manchester City, and becomes a footballing icon.
Closing night, Tuesday, November
12, features Fiddler: A Miracle of
Miracles, the story of Broadway sensation, Fiddler on the Roof, and its
phenomenal impact around the world.
Interviews with Harold Prince, Jerry
Bock, Chaim Topol, Harvey Fierstein,
Fran Lebowitz and more.
Sharon Rockman, Film Festival
Committee Co-Chair, shared that
choosing the films is a yearlong process. “We meet every week to screen
the films; we watch close to 30 films
each season. During each festival, we
ask the viewers to rate the films so we
can keep our finger on the pulse of
our audience,” she said.
Visit www.jccnj.org for more information, movie trailers and pricing. Tickets can be purchased online
at www.jccnj.org, by mail or in person at the JCC in Scotch Plains.
The Jewish Film Festival of Central
NJ is made possible by funds from the
Union County Office of Cultural &
Heritage Affairs, a partner of the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts.
The JCC of Central New Jersey is
located at 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. The JCC of Central
New Jersey is a constituent agency of
the Jewish Federation of Greater
MetroWest NJ, United Way of Greater
Union County and the Westfield
United Fund.

Springfield Library Is
Hosting Indie Author Day
SPRINGFIELD — The Springfield
Free Public Library, located at 66
Mountain Avenue, will participate in
Indie Author Day from 1 to 4 p.m. on
Saturday, October 12, in the library’s
Palmer Museum.
Among the authors participating is
Garwood resident Eric Nierstedt. He
has been writing tales of urban fantasy
since he was 13 years old. Mr.
Nierstedt’s new novel “Silent Pantheon” continues that trend while bringing in elements of classic mythology.
Other authors participating in Indie
Author day represent both fiction and
non-fiction writing.
Kristin Bapst is the author of “The
Magic Awakens,” the first in her
planned “Six of Salem” series. This
paranormal romance fictionalizes
events and people from the infamous
Salem Witch Trials.
Jasmine Clark’s most recent work is
“Journey’s End,” the story of a girl who
comes of age as she journeys to find her
sister as war looms over the horizon.
Writer Vivian Fransen has published
“The Straight Spouse: A Memoir,” a
love story about a young woman who
is married to a man who turns out to be
gay and how this woman deals with the
truth in unexpected ways.
Springfield resident Leonard
Herman became the “father of
videogame history” in 1994 when he
wrote the first-ever comprehensive
history about videogames. His
groundbreaking, 800-plus page book,
“Phoenix IV: The History of the
Videogame Industry” is now in its
fourth edition and available in both
color hardcover and black and white
softcover editions.
Springfield resident Wendy Jones is
the author of “An Extraordinary Life:
Josephine E. Jones,” the story of her

Student Art On Display
At Addams Exhibit
WESTFIELD – Middle and high
school students’ artworks depicting
Charles Addams-inspired cartoons
are to be hung alongside Charles
Addams’ originals in the upcoming
“Chas Addams & Friends Art Exhibit” at the James Ward Mansion to
be held from Tuesday, October 15,
through October 23. The top three
student winners will receive gift cards.
The art exhibit will be open weekdays from 3 to 8:30 p.m., Saturday,
October 19, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Sunday, October 20, from 11 a.m. to
8:30 p.m., with weekday group tours
by appointment from October 16-18,
and October 21-23, between the hours
of 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
There is a suggested donation of $5
to $10, and a portion will go towards the
Charles Addams Fund, which provides
scholarships to Westfield High School
seniors pursuing a career in the arts.
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mother, who may have been the first
black woman manager at a Fortune
500 company and who was also a
community activist and culinary artist.
Lisa Kardos, Ph.D., writes nonfiction about how everyone can use
simple engineering principles to optimize their lives for success. She also
writes cozy mysteries under her pseudonym, Lizzie Benton, and is the
founder of the indie author marketing
website, Bookwerm.com.
Author Elissa Merkl’s memoir,
“Traveling Beyond the Topic of Cancer: The Sisters’ Journey,” spans the
final two years of her sister’s battle
against Hodgkins Disease and primary
liver cancer, told primarily through the
e-mails that were exchanged during
that period.
Anya Stassiy’s debut novel “Eyes of
Amber,” is a romance inspired by her
own experiences in medicine as a Physician Assistant.
Desiree Williams is the author of
“Designing Lives: Inspiring Our Children Today to Inspire Our World Tomorrow,” based on her extensive experience mentoring at-risk teens.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RIALTO RISING…The Rialto Theatre is opening for one night only, tonight
October 10, to show a premiere of The Addams Family animated movie. The town
is giving away 120 tickets in a contest they held that closed this past Tuesday. Those
interested in tickets were asked to submit an entry expressing what the Rialto
movie theater meant to them with submissions to be displayed at the “Rialto
Rising” exhibit in the theater’s lobby tonight to demonstrate the theater’s
significance to Westfield. The Addams Family, with an all-star voice cast led by
Oscar Isaac, Charlize Theron, Chloë Grace Moretz, Finn Wolfhard, Nick Kroll,
Bette Midler, Allison Janney, Elsie Fisher and Snoop Dogg, will be released by
United Artists nationwide on Friday, October 11. Pictured is Ron MacCloskey, a
Charles Addam’s enthusiast, sitting in the lobby of the Rialto on August 6, when
the town held a press day promoting AddamsFest and the film.

WML to Hold Lecture Series
About Charles Addams
WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street, will hold a series of
lectures about Westfield-born and
raised cartoonist, Charles Addams.
Tickets are free, although advance
reservations are recommended and
available at wmlnj.org.
The lecture series will provide attendees with the chance to get to
know the man behind the drawings,
what inspired him, how he lived as a
boy growing up in Westfield, and dig
deeper into the hidden messages behind his work.
“Apart from the Art: Charles
Addams’ Life Away from the Drawing Board,” will take place on Friday,
October 18, at 7 p.m. Today, Charles
Addams is known as a world-renowned cartoonist, and creator of The
Addams Family. But back in the day,
Addams himself was the toast of the
town. Always on top of the A-List, he
rubbed elbows with New York’s high
society (with women such as Joan
Fontaine, Greta Garbo and Jacqueline
Kennedy on his arm). Join biographer Linda H. Davis for a peek into a
life that was even more fascinating
than the kooky comic characters for
which Addams is best known.
“The Chas Addams Workshop by
New Yorker Cartoonist Felipe
Galindo” is a master class in
cartooning, and is to take place on
Saturday, October 19, at 11 a.m. and
2 p.m. Learn about the different types
of humorous art–cartoons, gags, comics, illustrations, animations, political, and more. Attendees can create
their own cartoons following stepby-step instructions. Participants are
welcome to bring samples of their

drawings for feedback.
“The Life of Charles Addams, by
Addams Enthusiast Ron MacCloskey”
is scheduled for Saturday, October 26,
at 11 a.m. A lifetime fan of Addams,
Mr. MacCloskey has spent his life
bringing the world of Charles Addams
to light, including getting the Westfield
childhood home of Addams declared a
historic landmark and founding the
Westfield Foundation’s Charles
Addams Scholarship, which supports
students majoring in art.

Reeve House to Hold
Ghost Hunt Tour
WESTFIELD — New Jersey Paranormal Investigations researches and
investigates the existence of energy
and spirits in the hereafter. Learn
about their recent paranormal study
of the 1872 Historic Reeve House
and then tour the home with their
experts to experience a real ghost
hunt. Hosted by the Westfield Historical Society, the tour will take place
on Saturday, October 16, at 6:30 p.m.
and 8:30 p.m. at the Reeve House,
located at 314 Mountain Avenue.
The Reeve House was occupied
for more than 100 years before it
became the Westfield Historical
Society’s home and museum, and
many of the former inhabitants of the
house are known to have passed away
inside. Are any of their spirits still
residing there?
Tickets are $5 for Westfield Historical Society members and $10 for nonmembers. Advance reservations and
payment are required on the Westfield
Historical Society website. Guests
must be 14 and older to participate.
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Who are The Lucky Ones at
Dreamcatcher Rep in Summit?
Westfield Community Players to
Celebrate 85th Anniversary
WESTFIELD — Westfield
Community Players (WCP) is
celebrating its 85th Anniversary this
season by presenting its very first
production that it performed back in
1934...the comedy, "The Late
Christopher Bean". It is being
directed by Jeanne Johnston and
produced and stage managed by
JoAnne Lemenille, WCP VP of
Productions. The Late Christopher
Bean opens on Oct. 12, 2019 at 8:00
PM."
"The Late Christopher Bean" is by
the acclaimed author of "They Know
What They Wanted" and "The Silver
Cord". This play opens some years
after the death of acclaimed artist
Christopher Bean with an excited
world in pursuit of his work and any
details they can gather about his life
and character. Yankee practicality
collides with New York's
sophisticated Art World in this sly
comedy. All hell breaks loose when
the celebrated painter's early works
are traced to the humble home of a
country doctor. Both a biting satire
on the destructive power of greed
and a touching view of a family in
turmoil, this feisty comedy will have
you cheering for the most unlikely

heroines. Dr. Haggett and his family
of patrician New Englanders own
some of Bean's canvases and become
avaricious when informed of their
market value.
In the cast are WCP's veteran actors
John Correll as Dr. Haggett, John
Schweska as Tallant, Russell Ortiz as
Rosen, Tracey Lincoln as Abby. In
the cast are also several newcomers
to WCP. They include Kathy Quinn
Vacarri as Mrs. Haggett, Kristin
Gellner Keiser as Susan Haggett,
Sarah-Elisabth Stein as Ada Haggett
and Robert Podolack as Warren
Creamer.
The production dates for "The Late
Christopher Bean" are Oct. 12, 19,
25, 26, 2019 @ 8PM; Oct. 20, 2019
@ 2PM - Matinee. Tickets are
available
on-line
at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org
The rest of WCP's season includes
the mystery-drama, "The Runner
Stumbles" by Milan Stitt and will be
directed by WCP veteran director
and seven-time NJACT Perry Award
nominee and Hall of Fame Inductee.
The Runner Stumbles opens in
January, 2020; the comedy, "The
Dining Room" by A.R. Gurney and
will be directed by Lynn Polan. "The

Westfield Community Players (WCP) is celebrating its 85th Anniversary
this season by presenting its very first production that it performed back
in 1934...the comedy, "The Late Christopher Bean".

Dining Room" will be presented in
March, 2020. And WCP closes its
season with the musical revue,
"Forever Plaid" by Stuart Ross and
will be directed by Sean Lough.
"Forever Plaid" will be presented in
May, 2020.
WESTFIELD COMMUNITY
PLAYERS (WCP), founded in 1934,
has brought more than 300 comedies,
dramas, musicals and mysteries to
life on our stage. All productions are
presented in our own 150 seat theater
on the corner of Edgewood Avenue
and North Avenue West in Westfield
. With our productions, we continue
to be part of the active cultural scene
in Westfield and surrounding
communities.
WCP is committed to offering
hands-on participation for those
wishing to learn more about various
aspects of live theatrical production
and performance while providing a
varied theater experience to a broad
audience. We do that by actively
seeking volunteers to keep our theater
functioning, and by maintaining an
open-casting policy where everyone
can audition for all of our scheduled
plays.
The key to our success and
longevity is the hard work and
dedication of our numerous volunteer
members. To join them and learn
about theater arts and the business
side of running a non-profit
organization, please visit our web
site
at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org
and click on the Menu link: Volunteer
Form.
Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/form/bulletin

Photo submissions of
Westfield are being
accepted for
This Is Westfield.
Send hi-res submissions
for consideration to
ae@goleader.com.

Photo courtesy of Joseph Sbarro

LUCKY ONES…Laura Ekstrand as Janie, pictured at left, and Harriett Trangucci as Vanessa co-star in The Lucky Ones,
the first mainstage production of the season at Dreamcatcher Rep in Oakes Center in Summit. The “thought provoking” play
that explores philosophical issues about friendship in on through Sunday, October 13.
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SUMMIT -- What is the basis of
friendship? The Lucky Ones, the first
mainstage production of the season at
Dreamcatcher Rep, an Equity Theatre Company housed in Oakes Center in Summit, is a play that explores
philosophical issues about friendship.
The thought-provoking show by Lia
Romeo that continues October 1113, reflects on what nourishes and
supports friendship, especially during rough, emotional times.
Dave Maulbeck’s ingenious set of
movable panels, doors, painted boxes,
chairs and a hospital bed suggest numerous locales during the one-act
play. The audience willingly uses its
imagination to fill in the missing elements of each scene.
At the top of the play, Janie (Laura
Ekstrand) and Vanessa (Harriett
Trangucci) sit in a doctor’s office
awaiting news of recent test results.
The doctor, “Man,” played by Scott
McGowan, is inept in delivering news
of Vanessa’s cancer diagnosis. His
excuse is that he’s only on day four of
being on the job. After a mid-life
change of his career from a circus
acrobat to junior oncologist, he says
that all the other doctors are on vaca-

1 7 fa
a i rway drivee - Gre e n b ro ok

tion, out sick or have the day off.
“I’ve not done this before,” he confesses. His bumbling, fumbling manner is darkly hilarious.
We laugh, but Vanessa is in denial
of the news that she has cancer because, as she tells the doctor, “I’ve
done everything right.” She drinks
smoothies of kale, beets and other
healthy ingredients and takes care of
herself physically because she’s an
actress who needs to be ready for any
role at any time. Ms. Trangucci plays
Vanessa thoughtfully. The actress is
supposed to be arrestingly beautiful.
In fact, Janie says about her friend,
“When she’s in the room, you don’t
want to look at anyone else.” And
although this is true of Ms. Trangucci,
it’s her ability to captivate the audience that shines.
The 47-year-old Vanessa is in shock
or just naïve in her blasé reaction to
the diagnosis. She was dating four
different men and didn’t want them or
any other friends to know of her illness. To ward off boredom, Vanessa
comes up with the idea of rewriting
Janie’s profile on a dating website.
Janie has been divorced for a few
years and has only had two or three
dates since her marriage caved. Cleverly staged new “photos” of Janie are

taken (through lighting by Syma
Birenbaum), the updated information
is posted on her profile, and a series
of undesirable men (all played adroitly
by Mr. McGowan) respond.
Then one special man from the
dating site writes her poetry, talks to
her until 3 a.m., is understanding on
their first date and sets up a unique
second date. Janie thinks he’s fantastic: “We seem to connect,” she beams
to the skeptical Vanessa. Tensions
arise, though, when Janie talks about
the date. Vanessa isn’t as thrilled for
her as Janie had hoped. Janie jumped
into the deep end of romance with
him, but in the process stalks him
until he ghosts her. Ms. Ekstrand’s
talent blossoms in this role. All the
emotions of the character’s opening
herself up to heartbreak, feeling rejected and disappointed spill over
into the girls’ friendship.
This is where the question of friendship emerges. What causes people to be
lifelong friends? Do they have chemistry? Can opposites remain friends?
What happens when two people have
the same dream and one realizes that
dream while the other just watches from
the sidelines? All three characters at
one time or other in the play refer to the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 17
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MARTIN 92 YD KICKOFF TD, 62-YD TD RUN, 7-YD TD RUN; YEAGER, MANVILLE SACKS, TFLS

North Hunterdon Lions Foil SPF Raider Gridders, 33-21
By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Moments of glory were overshadowed by mental mistakes
and emotions and it cost the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood football
Raiders dearly in a 33-21 set-

Ballyhoo

back to the North Hunterdon Lions on Senior Day in Scotch Plains
on October 5. An early mental
mistake cost the 2-3 Raiders a
62-yard touchdown reception and
set the stage for more mental
mistakes then losses of emotional control at the beginning of
See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

To Advertise Your Business in this Online-Only section,
Call 908-232-4407 or email sales@goleader.com

the second half dug a deep hole
that they were unable to climb
of.
The moments of glory came
both offensively and defensively.
Junior running back Shawn Martin returned a kickoff 92 yards for
a touchdown then with fine blocking from his offensive line added
rushing touchdowns of 62 yards
and seven yards. Martin finished
with 16 carries for 150 yards and
added an eight-yard reception.

l'ennemi du journaliste

The Raiders’ defensive line and
linebackers came up with numerous throws for losses and
five quarterback sacks. Junior
lineman Kenny Yeager and junior linebacker Jack Manville, along
with senior lineman Nick Johns,
sophomore Tom Schmidt and
junior linebacker Alex Werkheiser
were involved in the majority of
those throwbacks. Juniors Meech
Laylor and Christian Piesch each
recorded an interception.
“Playing in the ‘D-line’ is a
mentality. I’m going to be here

all day. I’m going to come at you
with all my forces. I am going to
give everything I have. That’s
what the defense is about now.
It’s not the defense that we’ve
seen over the past couple of
years where we just lay down
after we get scored on. It’s a 100
percent effort all the time from
everyone on the team,” Yeager
emphasized.
“There were some glimpses of
strong defense. I think the coach
this week did a really good job of
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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lining us up in the right spots. For the
most part, we did tackle well but there
were some plays that we didn’t wrap up
and they got free, so we got to limit
those,” Manville pointed out.
“On defense, we were really good in the
second half. This week we are going to

push harder. I think this week we are
going to push harder and the coach is
going to set the tone for us,” Martin said.
The 3-2 Lions got the first jump on the
opening kickoff that they returned to the
31-yard line. Seven plays later quarterCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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back Chris Solino connected with wide
receiver Dylan Farina for a 27-yard touchdown with 9:33 on the clock and with the
successful point after (PAT) the Lions had
a 7-0 lead
The Raiders appeared to answer immediately when junior quarterback Hayden
Widder tossed a long bomb down the left
sideline to Piesch, who sprinted into the
end zone for a 62-yard touchdown but a
flag brought the ball back to the 28.
Shaken but not totally rattled the Raiders
continued and drove to the Lion 16 but
Widder’s pass was intercepted by Farina
at the three and returned to the Raider 47
where the Lions took just four plays to add
another touchdown when running back
Jake Taylor scooted in from the 12 for a
13-0 lead. The PAT failed.
Widder began to engineer another drive
from the 19 and got the ball to the SPF 38.
Then Martin broke through into the open
field but lost control of the ball and the
Lions recovered it on their own. 39-yard
line. However on the very next play, Laylor
intercepted Solino’s long pass at the five
and returned it to midfield.
After a Raider three-and-out, the Lions
chewed up the clock and the turf with a 15play, 72-yard scoring drive that ended
with Taylor’s one-yard touchdown plunge
for a 19-0 lead with 5:56 left in the half.
The PAT failed.
“Throughout the first half, they kind of

killed us in the flats. They were throwing
quick passes and getting downfield and
moving the ball. I think if we play another
team that has this style, we got to shift
from a run stop defense to a spread defense,” Manville said.
On the ensuing kickoff, the Raiders
caught a breath of hope when Martin
caught the ball on the right side at the
eight, hooked toward the center then
sprinted down the left sideline for his 92yard touchdown, taking only 16 seconds
off the clock. The successful PAT made the
score 19-7.
“On the kickoff return, the front line
blocked really well, opened the gap and I
just ran as fast as I could,” Martin described.
Momentum seemed to shift a bit as the
Raiders stopped the Lions’ next possession and were back in business with the
ball resting on their own 44. After a fiveyard penalty, Martin got great blocking
and broke free for a 31-yard gain to the
Lions’ 25. However three plays later,
Widder’s pass was intercepted by Jacob
Lavigne at the 17.
The Raiders began the second half on
fire but the fire turned out to be greatly
misdirected as personal fouls, pushing
and shoving, face mask calls, roughing the
passer and unsportsmanlike penalties
showered them, allowing the Lions to skip
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Taylor scored to make the score
27-7.
“I think the big word this week

Ballyhoo

New Jersey
Sports, Humor and Commentary

in practice was focus and I think Yeager stressed.
and dashed 62 yards for the Lions completed a six-play, 64we just need to be more focused
A squib kick gave the Raiders touchdown with 6:23 left in the yard drive when Taylor scored
on game day. We need to dial in good field possession on the 38 third quarter.
from the two with 3:19 remainand treat it like a work day,” where Martin found an opening
Late in the fourth quarter the
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ing to make the score 33-14. The
Raiders responded with an 11play, 72-yard scoring drive when
Widder pitched out to Martin,
who hooked into the end zone

from seven yards out.
“In the first half, we came out
slow. At halftime, we realized our
mistakes and started pushing.
But then there were the penal-

ties, especially that big one,”
Martin said.
“I think we were pretty evenly
matched but penalties killed us,
mental errors but as we grow as
a team, I think we can beat a
team like North Hunterdon,”
Manville said.
“I think we came out slow in
the beginning but when we realized our mistakes and we weren’t
making any progress, we
changed our direction and we
decided to fight back. This team
I know them very well. We bend
sometimes but we never break.
We are never down for the count.
We are there until the end,”
Yeager expressed.
Because nearly the entire starting team is comprised of juniors
and sophomores, the Raiders are
optimistic about their future.
“We are really building our foundation here. Even if we don’t get
what we want some games. I

think we are moving in the right
direction with coach Holman, Kane,
all the coaches are getting us in
the right place,” Manville said.
“Being a young team I see it as
one team win can be two wins as

seniors next year because it’s
one more year where we learn
how to play football with each
other,” Yeager said.
No. Hunterdon
Sc Pl-Fanwood

13
0

6
7

8
7

6
7

33
21
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Raiders Capture 1st at Cougar Invitational
Story on pages 11 & 15
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Blue Devils Trample Minutemen, 34-12
Story on page 11
of The Westfield Leader
more photos next page

By Charles Mulrooney
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Red Meat, Multivitamins, the Mediterranean Diet and Nasal Polyps
The recently published, highly
controversial study in the Annals
of Internal Medicine reported that
an extensive analysis of clinical
studies on red meat does not
support its role in causing heart
disease, cancer and early death.
In other clinical studies analyses
of the benefits of dietary
supplements
such
as
multivitamins and diets, including
the Mediterranean one, also
showed no benefits. But, for
complex reasons, after brief
citations in the media, the results
of these negative studies quickly
fade into virtual oblivion.
As some of you remember, in
the past I had great hopes for the
health medical benefits of dietary
supplements but, well-controlled
clinical studies to demonstrate
their effectiveness were lacking.
As a result, I coined the term
nutraceutical and my foundation
proposed the Nutraceutical
Research and Educational Act

(NREA), which would dramatically
encourage such clinical studies.
A nutraceutical is a dietary
supplement or diet that has
definitely proven to be effective
in clinical studies. It was
introduced in Congress by my
colleague, Congressman Frank
Pallone, who is currently
chairman of the House Commerce
and Energy Committee which also
oversees the health sector. There
was, with a few exceptions, zero
support from the food and dietary
supplement industries. As a
result, poor clinical studies, such
as with red meat, have continued.
To be sure, there have been a
few well-controlled clinical
studies on dietary supplements
the results of which have been
negative. But they were designed
using the pharmaceutical clinical
study models, which are not
appropriate for nutraceuticals.
Unfortunately, the health food
and food industries have, not

surprisingly, missed this critical
point.
And now the following is
something that almost all of you
would find difficult to accept: if I
examined the nasal cavity of
three patients in the United States
and three in Europe and
discovered the existence of nasal
polyps in all six of them, that
would present more unequivocal
clinical evidence for their general
existence than the existence of
almost all of health-medical
claims of published clinical dietary
supplement and dietary clinical
studies. How about that, Dr. Oz!
But let me emphasize that the
conclusions of these faulty
studies, positive or negative, are
inconclusive. Maybe meat is bad
for you; or, even maybe fish. We
just don’t know.
Though the general situation is
not encouraging, there are some
near-term clinical remedies. The
first is to develop predictable

clinical biomarkers such as with
blood sugar and diabetes where
a dietary supplement would
normalize an abnormal level. The
second would be to combine them
with pharmaceuticals, which
already are available to patients,
to increase their effectiveness or
decrease their toxicity or even
do both. But what about in the
meantime?
American’s almost obsessional
nutritional habits are not going
to change. It’s their ersatz god.
More people read the labels of
food packages and supplement
containers than the Bible. There
are, however, two encouraging
facts to consider which are an
impressive safety profile and
unequivocal beneficial placebo
effect. If all the freely available
dietary
supplements
to
consumers were removed from
store shelves and replaced by
freely available pharmaceuticals,
within six months half of America

would be in the afterworld or
hospitalized. Most of my career
has involved the designing and
management of well-designed
pharmaceutical clinical studies,
including conditions of anxiety,
depression, pain and depression.
The positive placebo responses
in these studies hover around 50
percent. One can expect a similar
response for these conditions with
much safer dietary supplements.
And finally, this general,
unequivocal placebo response
currently does reduce health care
costs by substantially reducing
physician
visits
and
pharmaceutical costs.
In the final analysis, wisdom
tells us to proceed with
moderation and maybe spend
more time reading the Bible.
Stephen L. DeFelice, M.D.
Westfield

Resident Endorses Garwood Dems For Reelection
Transparency is a word that
gets thrown around a lot during
political campaigns. It was a surprise to me that the Republican
candidates for Garwood Council
(Stevens, Nicastro, and Bellomo)
screamed about the lack of transparency of the current mayor
and council. In their latest mailer,
they put out a political newsletter that was designed to make
Garwood residents believe they
were reading a newsletter from
the school. When you place “Back
to School” on the front, you are
attempting to dupe people into
believing this is coming from a
trustworthy source like the
school. This is not only misleading, but it also shows that these
candidates are willing to do or
say anything to get people to
elect them.
Then when you start to read
the articles, you realize that you
are reading a complete work of
fiction. Where do I start? The
article on rats claims that “most
residents have called extermina-

tors and incurred costs over
$500…[and] two separate independent companies have stated
Garwood is having a rat epidemic.” It sounds like the apocalypse will be coming next. Transparency means you state facts
and you back them up with actual credible sources. Do the
Republicans have exterminators
willing to go on record to confirm
this doomsday scenario? Also, if
this has been such a problem,
why hasn’t anyone from the current Republicans running come
to council to say anything about
these issues? If these claims were
legitimate, you would have seen
large swaths of people during
public comment expressing these
concerns.
Then they go on to claim that
“Garwood is no longer self-sustainable” because of the increase
in debt. What do they mean by
no longer self-sustainable? That
suggests that every town in Union
County that has far more debt
than Garwood and many whose

debt ratio far exceeds Garwood
are also not sustainable. I guess
we should say goodbye to Clark,
Springfield, and Cranford based
on this erroneous statement.
Also, their debt argument is
just a veiled message that says
they were against the purchase
of the new ladder truck, which
accounted for more than half of
the increase in debt that they
claim in the mailer. If the Republican candidates would just come
out and say what they are truly
for, I could maybe respect their
position, but saying you are

against debt means that you are
against the purchase of any new
equipment for our DPW, Fire and
Police Departments.
What is transparent is that the
current candidates on the Democratic ticket, Jen Blumenstock,
Marc Lazarow, and Russ Graham, have shown what it truly
means to be transparent. They
have had “Breaking down the
Budget” meetings to explain each
expenditure. Their team has supported and attended the fire truck
town halls that were lead by the
fire chief. They have passed an

ordinance to provide improved
enforcement of the Health Department to ensure that residents keep their properties pest
free.
Now I will show you an example of my own transparency in
this letter. I intend to vote for
candidates that I can trust to be
honest with the voters and my
vote will most certainly be for
Blumenstock, Lazarow, and Graham.
Laura Schilare
Garwood
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Westfield Students’ Art
On Display at Addams Exhibit
The Westfield Leader/Times

WESTFIELD – Middle and high
school students’ artworks
depicting Charles Addamsinspired cartoons are to be hung
alongside Charles Addams’
originals in the upcoming “Chas
Addams & Friends Art Exhibit” at
the James Ward Mansion to be
held from Tuesday, October 15,
through October 23.
Judging this year’s entries will
PERFECT SCORE...Pictured, left to right, are: Westfield High School
seniors Mark Falletta, Madeline Stack, Mira Mehta, and Maxwell be New Yorker Cartoonist Felipe
Scialabba, who earned perfect scores on August 2019 SAT subject Galindo, Artist Ricardo Roig,
tests, with WHS principal Mary Asfendis.

EFG to Hold Scholarship
Fundraiser with Wine Tasting
GARWOOD — The Education
Foundation of Garwood (EFG)
has announced its fourth annual
Wine Tasting Fundraiser with
proceeds going to scholarships
for eighth graders and high
school students, as well as
grants for educators.
The event will be held at
Rosie’s Wine Bar, located at
514 North Avenue, Garwood,
on Thursday, October 24, from
6 p.m.
Tickets are $30 each and can

be purchased in advance or at
the door that night. Ticket price
includes a wide variety of wines
and appetizers. For advanced
tickets, visit the Garwood
Library or Lincoln School or
contact EFG President Candace
Kilmer at (908) 358-6963 or
cad11174@aol.com.
To date, the EFG has given
out over $50,000 in the last 15
years. Follow EFG on Facebook
@Education Foundation of
Garwood for updates.

‘Guys Night of Singing’ with
GrooveBarbers at WHS
WESTFIELD – The WHS, EIS,
and RIS vocal departments are
teaming up to present the second annual “Guys Night of Singing,” on Friday, October 25, at
Westfield High School.
The event will include students
from 7th-12th grade, district
teachers, dads, alumni, and community members. The event will
take place from 6-8:30 p.m. in a
jam session format, with a special performance by the
GrooveBarbers, a male acapella

group who were originally in
Rockapella. All are welcome for
the performance by the
GrooveBarbers, which starts at 8
p.m. Males who are interested to
participate in the singing group,
please email Mr. Brzozowski at
jbrzozowski@westfieldnjk12.org.
Participants do not need to have
a great (or even good) voice;
this is about supporting the young
men in Westfield and showing
them that singing is a worthwhile
endeavor!
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Addams biographer and author
of “Chas Addams: A Cartoonist’s
Life,” Linda Davis, and Charles
Addams
Historian
Ron
MacCloskey. The top three
student winners will receive gift
cards.
The art exhibit will be open
weekdays from 3 to 8:30 p.m.,
Saturday, October 19, from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m., Sunday, October
20, from 11 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.,
with weekday group tours by

appointment from October 1618, and October 21-23, between
the hours of 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
There is a suggested donation of
$5 to $10, and a portion will go
towards the Charles Addams Fund,
which provides scholarships to
Westfield High School seniors
pursuing a career in the arts.

BUY, SELL, RENT, HIRE:
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Christina Sloan of Westfield Named
to Dean’s List At Providence College
WESTFIELD — Christina Sloan,
of Westfield, a member of the
Providence College class of 2020,
has been named to the Dean’s
List for the academic school year
2018-2019. To qualify for the
Dean’s List, students must
achieve at least a 3.55 grade
point average with a minimum of
12 credits. Christina is pursuing
a double major in Psychology
and Spanish. She recently
completed an exciting semester
of study in Sevilla, Spain.

Providence College is the only
college or university in the United
States administered by the
Dominican Friars. The Catholic,
liberal arts college has an
undergraduate enrollment of just
over 4,000 students and offers
degrees in 50 academic majors.
Providence
College
has
consistently been ranked among
the top five regional universities
in the North according to U.S.
News and World Report’s
“America’s Best Colleges.”

Ken Zierler for The Westfield Leader
OCTOBERFEST!...The Westfield United Fund Board of Trustees and
friends gathered on Saturday for an Oktoberfest-style event and to
give thanks to their loyal donors. The event was held at the
Westfield home of Carrie and Nico Sumas on Wyandotte Trail.
Pictured, from left to right are: Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, United
Fund Executive Director Deirdre Gelinne, and Jen and Brad Melvin.
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Transportation Taxes Are For Roads And Bridges
According to an article appearing in the Press of Atlantic City,
August 2017, the city of Wildwood was making emergency
repairs to their boardwalk daily.
The adjoining municipality of
North Wildwood had a similar
situation as the boards needed
replacement caused by not only
wear and tear, but exposure to
the elements as well. Total expected expenditure for the refurbishments combined would be in
the realm of $1million. It was
expected that the funds would
be raised locally by the cities.
Here we are in 2019, it was
February to be exact, when The
Press ran another article stating
that now the City of Wildwood
was discussing complete reconstruction of the entire stretch of
the promenade to the tune of
$64.5million. Reconstruction
would update fiber optics, sanitary sewer, and water piping,
among other tenants of the infrastructure. Rather than pass
the expense on to the taxpayers,
the mayor is seeking funding from
the state. A senate bill appropriated from “excess funds” $4 million per year until 2033 for maintenance/repairs was vetoed by
the Governor in August as unconstitutional. Now the city is
seeking the funding for replacement by having the Transportation Trust Fund foot the bill. If not
approved for the TTFs project list
in March of 2020, they will have
to seek other sources of funding.
The Transportation Trust Fund
was created in 1984 to ensure
that funds would be available to
finance road and bridge repairs
and replacements. The Motor
Fuels Tax, Petroleum Products
Gross Receipts Tax and a portion
of general Sales and Use Tax are
dedicated to transportation purposes by the New Jersey State
Constitution. The good driver registration surcharge fee, heavy
truck fees and toll road authority
contributions are dedicated by
statute only and subject to

change by the legislature.
The Trust Fund’s website
states: New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund Authority operates the public transportation
system. The Authority accounts
for the planning, acquisition,
engineering, construction, repair,
resurfacing, and rehabilitation of
the bridges and roads. New Jersey Transportation Trust Fund
Authority serves clients in the
State of New Jersey.
Nowhere does any of the available information regarding the
fund talk about wooden/resin
walkways. If this $64.5 million is
approved for funding, what is to
stop the other shore communities from seeking the same? The
Trust Fund is largely financed by
the NJ Gas Tax which in 2016 was
increased by the Murphy administration by 185 percent. Residents though not happy understood the tax dollars were earmarked for the roads and bridges
and have sucked it up as they
pay through the nose for fuel for
necessary travel.
NJ residents now pay among
the highest gas taxes in the nation and many say that they are
not getting their money’s worth
according to a poll of 808 residents conducted by FDU with
half saying that the quality of the
roads remains the same. While
83 percent of those polled say
the state should find ways to do
the work with the money it already raises, the Governor says
that residents don’t mind paying
higher taxes if they feel that they
are getting their money’s worth.
That is a conundrum. Who is he
talking to? Further, the governor
is calling for increasing the sales
tax, which was lowered a smidgen when the gas tax was increased.
In a nutshell, NJ taxpayers after the November elections are
again looking at a higher sales
tax, misuse of the Transportation Trust Fund supported by the
Democratic majority in the As-

sembly and Senate, the Rain Tax
pouring down and an additional
parking tax in cities having large
entertainment venues.
It must be noted that the incumbents in District 22 have supported it all and don’t be surprised if they don’t continue to
tax, tax and tax again. When will
it stop??? When the log jam is
broken in state government and
we again have bipartisan governing bodies.
Voters should know that I have
signed a pledge not to vote yes
on any measure that will increase
taxes, and I mean it. Please consider supporting me for the General Assembly on November 5,
you really have nothing to lose.
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Patricia Quattrocchi
Candidate for NJ Assembly

John Czop, Polish American Congress, and Diane Barabas, a constituent, meet with
Congressman Tom Malinowski (D-7th) to discuss the House Resolution calling for support
to the Baltic Countries and concerns over Kremlin’s control over European Gas supply.
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Union County Freeholders Dedicate Charlotte DeFilippo Park in Hillside
HILLSIDE —The Union County
Freeholders and State Senator
Nicholas P. Scutari (D-22nd, Linden) recently joined with legislators as well as municipal officials,
friends and family members in
dedicating Charlotte DeFilippo Park
on Liberty Avenue in Hillside.
“Charlotte was raised here and
lived most of her life in Hillside,”
said Senator Scutari, who emceed the event. “From humble
roots, she became one of the

state’s most influential leaders, and
her governmental and civic career
spanned six decades at the local
and county government levels.”
Ms. DeFilippo grew up on Liberty Avenue, not far from the
county park now dedicated in her
name. She passed away in 2017.
State Senator Joseph Cryan (D20th, Union); Freeholder Chair
Bette Jane Kowalski; Freeholder
Angela Garretson; Sheriff Peter
Corvelli; Ms. DeFilippo’s long-time

friend JoAnn Schwab (and also
retired Union County deputy surrogate); and Ms. DeFilippo’s son,
Michael, participated in the ceremony.
Freeholder Chair Kowalski said:
“Charlotte was ahead of her time.
She was recruiting women in
government long before the Me
Too movement. I will be forever
grateful to her for sharing her
stories and advice. She helped to
shape a generation of leaders

around the State of New Jersey.”
Freeholder Garretson said:
“Charlotte was a visionary and a
brilliant strategist, whose
mentorship and leadership set a
very high bar for all of us. While she
never sought attention for it, Charlotte was also a trailblazer and a
role model for many women who
pursued a career in public life.’
Later in her life, Ms. DeFilippo
served for more than a decade as
the director of the Union County

Improvement Authority, where
she worked to create a legacy of
public projects that transformed
bothcounty and its municipal
governments, and provided service to all citizens at every level
of society.
Charlotte DeFilippo Park is
located directly across from Hillside High School. The scenic
park is set beside the Elizabeth
River and contains a softball
field and basketball court.
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No More Excuses. It’s Time to Fix NJ Transit
By Steve Sweeney
State Senate President
The record shows that the Legislature has added $240 million
more to New Jersey Transit’s
operating subsidy since 2013,
increasing the percentage of state
operating support to 28 percent
of its budget. However, last March
the governor’s budget recommended only a $25 million increase in total $2.1 billion operating budget for NJ Transit, the
nation’s third-largest mass transit network that is responsible
for carrying more than 900,000
passengers a day.
We were disappointed because
$25 million didn’t even cover their
increased contract costs. The
non-partisan Office of Legislative Services confirmed it was
the second-lowest percentage
increase in Transit’s operating
budget since 2007 and came a
year after commuters had been
rocked by a wave of train cancellations, delays and breakdowns
that was worse than the 2017
“Summer of Hell.”
We learned that Transit’s request for more than $150 million
was turned down by the state
Treasury. During budget proceedings the Legislature concluded that the governor’s budget recommendation was too

little. Our worries of a funding
shortage were confirmed when
NJ Transit’s four-year budget
showed it was facing a $131million budget shortfall by next
summer.
Despite repeated requests,
administration officials never provided the budget information on
NJ Transit’s needs to the Legislature. Even Senate Majority Leader
Weinberg was not allowed to
meet with Transit officials. Despite the stonewalling, we added
an additional $50 million in June
to NJ Transit’s budget.
Since then, an investigation by
NJ Advance Media (NJ.com) revealed that NJ Transit trains were
cancelled due to staffing shortages or mechanical breakdowns
at a rate four times greater than
surrounding states. The New York
Times even cited one of NJ
Transit’s trains as the “worst train
in the country,” a dubious distinction emblematic of the
agency’s operational problems.
It’s not just trains. Bus operations are a constant problem as
well. Social media pages are
crammed with complaints. Ask
any bus, rail or light rail passenger if their commute has improved in the last two years and
the answer will usually be “no.”
This is not acceptable. The cri-

sis at NJ Transit hurts our economic competitiveness, housing
values and the quality of life of
more than a million commuters
and their families. We need answers and we need to fix NJ
Transit.
The significantly negative impact to the quality of life of our
commuters is why I created the
Senate Select Committee on New
Jersey Transit and it is only the
second time since becoming Senate President that I am chairing
a select committee.
We’re not starting from scratch.
The Senate and Assembly in 2017
held joint hearings on NJ Transit
that produced important reforms,
including one that has alerted us
to the agency’s $131-million budget gap.
The findings of that committee
on the extent of the crisis -critical shortage of locomotive
engineers,
persistent
underfunding, and mismanagement -- were communicated directly and forcefully to the administration.
Commuters don’t want someone to blame, they want someone to fix it. They want to know
that their train or bus is going to
be there on time.
They also don’t want to be told
they are going to be paying more

money for unreliable service.
Frankly, it worries me that the
groundwork for a fare hike is
being considered on commuters
who are already paying one of
the highest percentages of revenue in the country. Increasing
fares will reduce ridership at a
time when we need to do everything we can to encourage mass
transit and do our share to combat climate change.
Our mission is to figure out
who will fix NJ Transit, not just
for now, but for the future. That
means making New Jersey a
leader in committing to an allelectric bus fleet to reduce pollution and greenhouse gas emissions by 2040, if not sooner.
It also means having an honest
conversation on where the money
will come from for our share of
the new Gateway tunnels,
doubled rail capacity and “oneseat rides” to Manhattan on every NJ Transit rail line; for the
extension of the Hudson-Bergen
Light Rail Line to Englewood and
construction of the GloucesterCamden Light Rail Line, and for
rail freight expansion for Port
Newark and Paulsboro.
This is no time for complacency, for muddling through from
budget to budget, for expecting
commuters to wait until next year

for reliable service. It’s time to
take a hard look at the facts, at
where NJ Transit is, and where
we want it to be.

Did
You
Know?
2018 was a great year for
traffic on goleader.com
(10,843,919 page views
and 12,727,955 hits).
Here’s to reaching even
more people in 2019.
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